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5111-]  greatest  of  English  liistoriaus,  Macaulay,  aud  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Alium  of  this  County  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  ai)precialed  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  countiy's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  ai)i)reciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opi)Osition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

November.  1801.  CHAPMAN  BROS. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
^born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
^rated  to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  .si.x  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
matheniat'cs.       His     spelling   v/as    rither    defective 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica: 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  ig  years  of 
age,  he  was  ap[)ointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  tlie 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  A\'inter  was  at  har.d, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  l>y  Indians.     The 
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u\\)  was  a  perilous  one,  and  seveval  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  hie,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
u  full  and  useful  report  of  liis  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  imixartant  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
ivere  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  \Vashington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "1  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelin  ■  my  conii)anions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharjjshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

.\fter  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  e-ervice, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
e.xpulsion  of  the  Frencli  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
10  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  vvliere,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  im])ortant  part.  January  ly",  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (l)andridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Farke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
>f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  lilierties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
wlio  was  still  a  raemberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  ujion  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  10  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  lesigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  lo 
to  the  Continental  Congress  silting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  i>lanter,  shunning  all 
connection  wiih  public  lite. 

Iiv  February,  17S9,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judguient  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  yeais  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France 
.\t  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sul  - 
ordinate  officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  t2,  he  took 
a  seveve  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  h's  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  l)ut  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tali,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetr\'. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  o' 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  I'^in^dull. 
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OHN    ADAMS,     the     second 
,  President   and   the    lirst    Vice- 
president  of  the  United  States, 
was    born    in   Braintree     ( now 
Quincy  ),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
'^'  miles    from    Boston,    Oct.     19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,   emigrated   from    England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
%  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents   of  John    were   John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.     His 
father    was    a    farmer    of    limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.      He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion   at    Harvard    College.      John 
graduated  in  1755,  and   at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.      This  he  found  but    a 
•'school    of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in   addition,   to  the 
study  of  law.     For   this  purpose   he   placed   himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.     He 
had   thought    seriously    of    the    clerical    profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
jils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.      He  was  well   fitted  for  the   legal 
pYofossion,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  (luenc  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.      He  gradually   gained   practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.     Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (i7('i5),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
•■jon  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.      He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdin^  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Provmce,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
.vas  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  tii^ 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prejjare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  ths 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says, "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  x'^merica;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states  '  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  e[ioch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  a]jt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  .Mmighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows- 


24 


JOHN  ADAMS. 


games,  sports,  guns,  liells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  Vou  will  think  me  transiwrted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  1  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  1 
hoi)e  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
ddegate  to  P' ranee  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  .Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  lie  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  2  1,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
thiew  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
B.ith.  \\'hile  in  England,  still  drooping  and  desi)ond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  .'\msterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785;  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  ai)point  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  .\dams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
)iis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  17  88. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
.\dams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .\gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President. 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While   Mr,  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sym|iathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
ix)wer  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  thc 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  orgar.- 
iied,  Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  lefferson  led  the  other  in 
SNinpathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  jieculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supixjrting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgvimsge,  a  coincidence  so  remarkal)le  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  tiie 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourih  of  July — God  bless  it — Crod  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"  Tefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  h''. 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  luarked 
the  manners  and  address  of  lefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON   was 
bom  April  j,    1743,    ut  Sluid- 
i^'-^uell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  i)arents  were    Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)    Jefferson, 
tlie  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born   in    Lon- 
don.    To  them  were  born  six 
daughters   and    two    sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When    14   years    of   age     his 
father  died.     He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,    hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.     In  1760  lie  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.     Williamsburg  was  then  t!ie  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
a.id   splendor.      Young  Jefferson,  who  was"  then    17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed   by   gay  society,    yet    he 
■.vas  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irrejiroacha- 
able  in  his  morals.     It   is   strange,   however,    under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.     In  the    sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained'inward  impulse,  he  discarded    his    horses, 
.society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.     He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  haid    study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.     He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  e.xcellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.     A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  choser 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  oeauti- 
ful,  wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 
Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye^ 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  lie  was  sent  to  the  Cilonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
i.overign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
.,f  tlie  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  tlie  harried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  Tliis  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
•ion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
ranquilily  and  peace  of  the  (Jnior,;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
!o  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  miprincipled 
.imbition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
lo  retire  from  [xjlitical  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
jrty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticelio. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticelio,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  th'.' 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer. 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  testivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha. 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  througli  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  couptenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  ;.:s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  thai 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  an'iquity- 
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f7«:\|   AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
%  of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
'■'""President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died   at  his   home  in   Virginia, 
'''^'    (une  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  tlie  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
''W,    country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of   this  great    repuijlic   were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of   the    Constitution    of   the    United 
States   to    be    called    to    his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attaciiment  existed  between  the>e  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsr 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  couunenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  wiiicii  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ol 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mmd 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almo.^t  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weiglied 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
Ije  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  .Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election  ;  but  tliose  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  avujreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  tlie  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelpliia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  tiie  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Rvery  State  but  Rhode  Island 
^yas  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  ix)wer  at  home  and  little  lespect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  tlie  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  t789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs,  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  ix)wer  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  e.xposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  iSth  of  June,  t8i2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventuras  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan'. 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Ein[)eror  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  nie 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  wiiole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8i5,the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi 
son  died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
'resident  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
'45  of  completing  his  education  at 
WiiUam  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
(ireat  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  vi^ere  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  Llnited  States  owe  tiien- 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  Whitf 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  flee 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  month 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriot. 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  actof  charg- 
ing iii)on  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

y\s  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was   pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having   recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.     He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming   an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.      During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brand> 
wine,    Germantown    and    Monmouth,    he    continued 
aid-de-canip ;  but  becoming   desirous    to  regain    hi 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to   collect    ; 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.     This  scheme   failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.     Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.   Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  Li  w.   He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green   bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislalure  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  E.xecutive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  [leriod  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aiititude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  tlie  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
IJeeplyas  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
■'onfederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
;hiiiking,  with  many  others  of  ^he  Republican  party, 
'.hat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
cf  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Re|)ublican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  iaeas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
stiict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
(  entral  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  ix)wer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  mucli  jiower  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  jwssibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
Tames  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  \.\\t  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  tlie  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  eacli  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  ^Ve  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclaination  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
r,s  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
.Monroe  was  weh  orneil  by  llie  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tueir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  tiie  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  [jrobably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  imi)iessments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  imder 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  ^\'ar  Departmen; 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of 
Ijeace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  iuijiortant  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  r823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  ^\ish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attemjiting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  jiurpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  LTnited 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr,  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.      In  that  city  he  died, on  the   4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the   United 
^States,  was   born  in   the   rural 
home  of  his   honored    father, 
Jolin  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,   a   woman   of  exalted 
uoilh,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during    the   almost    constant    ab- 
sence of   his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  motlier  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  liis  fainer  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  Ijright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paiis,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cou.-.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
Tohn  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  .-.Uidy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
v/nere  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .'Vmsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

Tn  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Ai;ain  he  resumed 
njs  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.    Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  fattier  i, 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  aci|uaintanct 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Con:inei,t 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  i)aintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  o( 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Afte' 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  ana 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  v.  ho  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  wiih  the  eticpiette  of  courts,  ? 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir 
cumstances,  must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre 
ferred  to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  b'" 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  su[)port. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be 
ing  then  but  tv/enty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reacheo 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney 
assisdngthem  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Britian.  After  thus  siiending  a  fortnight  i. 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  ()n  his  way  to  Portugal 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  \\\\\\e  waiting  he  was  married  to  11- 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  jjreviously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughtet 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  inlondon: 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  srcom- 
plishment  which  cniiiicnlly  fitted  her  to  move  in  t'.e 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  t'>-s'vi-;ed 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  pur[X)ses  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
Ihe  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  inmiediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importar  t 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
.Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  '.he  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
foi  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  .\dams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
se/en.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
;ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
'V^e:  iiast  historv  of  our  countrx'  than  the  abuse  whiLh 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never, per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breaktast. 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
tiiat  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  ajjplying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
jxartentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1S30,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  cmtil  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  liis 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simjile  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra)er  which  his  motlier  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2istof  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  i)acaly- 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  tlie  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  tlw  ciuiof  ear//i  "Xhtn  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  ''I  am  content"  These  were  the 
l.ist    words  of    the     grand     "Old     Man     Eloquent." 
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(¥)  seven 


■  United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
Marcli  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  \\'axhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
.\ndrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
hea<l.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  ipiite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  U'    obtaining    their   exchange. 


and  took  her  sick  lioys  home.  After  a  long  iilnjs^ 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  s  \z\\  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  .Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  apix)intei 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard   at   his    profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he   killed  nickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  theri 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  elevan 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  Natio.ial  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress   then    held  its 
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amissions, — a  diiiance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  e.xpiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  addiess  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  wliich  jiosition  he  iield  f^r  si.x  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occu|)ied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  B.irr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
•ould  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred u[X)n  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  tr-oops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  houi'iy  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  (jeu  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  order-ed  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  ti-oops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev 
eral  weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  genlleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  br-otiier  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  rrpon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  comnritting  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  .Wabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  tlieTallauoosa  River',  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  tho -.sand  men.  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohoiseka  or 
Horse-shoe,  oil  t'l'-'  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  ot 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Acnjss  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  wer-e  killed  K  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  w  hich  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assirmed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's   life    were   that    of   a    devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIX  VAN  BUREN,  ihe 
cii;hth      President     of     the 
"•^f  United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
lySj.      He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen   feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on  one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  fl(nver. 

There  is  but  litde  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
jf  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
i.i  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

.fe  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  W.  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  l>.ad  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
i-iefore  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
J.  lofty  amliition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  ye.irs  in  an  office  in  Ss    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mi'.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  ot 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican 'party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  hid, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  wiih 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Riglits;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th. 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tin. 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
tlie  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomiilishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
Ill  iSi 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  eave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  us  one  of  the  most 
p.  ominent  leaders  of  the   Democratic   party,   he   had 
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tlie  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  th.it  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  tlie  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  lie  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  liy  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182  I  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  thii  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  ustJful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  beirg  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
che  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
rermined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
■'State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded througiiout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
Zt  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
;o  touch  the  secret  sptings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
ihe  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
cte.-^Uhily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused   to    ratify  the   nomination,    ^nd  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  thai 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  liiis,  probably  mure  than  any  other  cause 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Euren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor. ' 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  lie 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth    President  of 
the    United   States,  was  born 
at  l!eike!e\ ,  \'a.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,    Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
liritish  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice    re-elected.       His   son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  comn.on-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soor.  r.fter  tlie  death  of  his  father.  He 
cnen  repaired  to  Philadelphia  tostudy  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
lObert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
•signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Jpon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  "-emonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
-laving  olitained  1  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
NVisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil . 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlementsin  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  witli  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  lliiid  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Plarrisou 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.   Abo"' 
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tlie  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  mer,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  thciii.  Or.e  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OUiwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree -tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
i  1  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  Superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  VVitli  an  enthusiasni  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  s[)ecially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  ro'.ited  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  inarch.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  wliy  (jov.  Harriion  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troojjs  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rtst;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  lietween  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  j'lst  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
tlie  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  |)rovided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompaiited  l)y  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
ous yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubtii.g  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    th<"    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  Britisli  deseeding  from  the  Can  ■ 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  sear.liing  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, ijUi.idering,  scalpi.ig,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  pluuged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  tlie  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
D.'troit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  liis  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consi.ited  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  witli  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  18 1 6,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  n.ember  of 
tlie  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  re[)resent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  wl-.ich  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  18 1 g,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  ol 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  [jresidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  agaiiisi 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimou.sly  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  witli  John  Tyler  forthe  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  witli  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth 
,'.',-.,  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child  ol"  af- 
fluence and  high  social  po- 
sition. At  the  early  age  of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  .After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with  great  assiduity  to  the 
study  of  law,  partly  with  his 
father  and  putly  with  Edmund 
Ra]Klol|)h,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 
At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
'  If+i  commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
ikOt  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  e'ected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
crL/tic  party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  pi  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  '^'uve^n- 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigil.mcc  over  Stale  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  \\:  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His   popularity  secured   his  re-election. 

John  Ra.idolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  .\  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opjjosition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cplit  i'.i  the    Deir.ocratic 
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/arty.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
lersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  bnUiant.  In  con- 
SL'i[uence  of  Iris  devotion  to  pul)hc  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  audit  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  lie  remo\ed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  educalion  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Viiginia. 

Jiy  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
'839.  The  maioritv  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  VVhig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  No:th :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  Presideiit  were  chosen. 

In  i84r,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus -;und  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chiir.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  tlie 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
j'.fril  v/as  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
orfice.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
ojjposed  tc  tb.e  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honc:t  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cal>inet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  suiround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.''  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  opiiose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
^elected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccomniinded  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  witli 
his  veto.       He   «uggested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
|)rivately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval, 
it  A'as  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
Ic  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  i)rovoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  publislied  letter  fiom  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  ojjposition  now  e.Miliingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterl) .  k\\  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  e.xcepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabmet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vitu])eration.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  atthe  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,'  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  ai'.cl 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakaL)le  telief  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  acconiplishnients. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  niformation  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unasual  .attractions.  Witli  sufficient 
moans  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated.  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress- 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  ^he  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he    was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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1^  AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 

ijijjPresident  of  the  Ur.ited  States, 

IJI  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 

N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  pur- 

5)).  ents   were    Samuel    and    Jane 

.  ,  (Rnox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 

l^^p^^     of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 

at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 

first  [)ioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  ioo6,  with  his  wil'e 
and  children,  ar.d  soon  after  fol- 
lowed liy  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  himdred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huls, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  tlie  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  thatof  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
lie  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  comnu  n 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industr)-,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a    situation    for    him    behind    the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  [nnsuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occuiialion  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  AVith 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highesi;  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
tiiree  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polks  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Pelix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few- 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
sligh'.ly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faitli.  He  was  a  popular  jjublic  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial   ai  d 
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lourterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
natu'-e  in  the  joj  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackso:i,  to  tlie  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinuec-  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  'I'^nnessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
memSer,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
alwnys  in  his  seat,  always  courteous;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  tiie  4tli  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passfwrts  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States,  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  lie  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  catised. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. Tins  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hun-dred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  tlie 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  r5th  of  June,  1849,  in  ''i^  fifiv-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
.Ja  1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
s  fatlier,  Colonel  Tayloi,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  liis 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  Li  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
■"ather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
'iianifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
Li  1S08,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  whicli  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Port 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  match  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Lidians, 
'.ed  by  Tecumseh.     Ls  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty  men,    many  of 
vi'hom  were  sick. 

Earl\'  in  the  autumn  of  181.',  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upog  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down  ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  wliooi)  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  tlie  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  Tiie  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
ttilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fo.\  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty -four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  ni 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
oeyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac'  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he:c  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  .he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  sucli  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
;.nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
''rem  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
•  ;i\veeii  the  Nueces  and  Rio  (Jrande,  the  latter  river 
eing  the  boundary  of  Tex.ls,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Me.xico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  .\lto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  ijrevet 
was  then  conferred  u[X)n  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
Was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
^iuiplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
iht  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tne  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
■pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
•■'il  po|3ularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished, un- 
"•■ed,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
x-rasidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
Dftice.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
fhsir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  jxisition, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  shor' 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comforia:'-  '-'•-.oi, 
saving  contempt   for  leamirg  of  every   kind. 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
tcentli  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
(juisite  sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831  ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
li--,  ihough  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
aeans  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vanta.ges  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
verv  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore,  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  v,  ith 
books.  His  thirst  fur  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  histor)-, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained   the   age    of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  i)ersonal    appearance 
and  cf  gentlemanly  demeanor.     It  so  happened   tha'. 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  cf  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
^Vood,— who  was  struck  niih   t lie  prepossessing   a', 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore.     He  made  his  acquairi 
ance,  and  was  so  iiiurli  impressed  with  his  ability  an 
attainments    that  he   advised    him    to    abandon    hi 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  lie  had  no  means  of  his  ow.  . 
r.o  friends  to  hel[i  him  and   that   his   previous  educa 
tion  had  been  very  imperfect.     Hut  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  th.it  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own   office,   and   to  loan   him  such 
money  as  he  needed.      Most   gratefully  the    generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange   delusion    about 
a  collegiate  education.     .A  \oung  man  is  sup;".osed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  gr.'.duated  at  some  col- 
lege.    But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hab  •; 
i    «ind  then  enters  a  law  uflice,  who  is  by  no   means   as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v;as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Co'iimon  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law;  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  foitune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ,  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degne  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
irena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
dien  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  e.xpe- 
rience  as  a  representative  gave  hmi  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected  Comptroller   of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  api)roaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  tlie 
namesofZachary  Taylor  ard  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Cren.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  whicii 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

iVIr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  tiie  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
'  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revohitionary   soldier,   who, 
with    his    own     strong    arm, 
hewed    out  a    home    in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of     inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,   though    uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The    mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desiie, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,   and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite^ 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied:  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
\Voodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominerjce  as  a  |)ublic  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wiiich  her  husband  was  honoicd,    Ot  the 
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tliree  sons  who  were  boin  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
])rofessional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R  I.,  on  the  27th  cf  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  liis  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ([ues- 
tions,  giving  liis  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  [)arly.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
r-.iu  in  thirty-five  ballotings  ho  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Cien.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approachnig  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  Iwrneto  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deei)  repreliension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
Tendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acce|)tably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4tli  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ,  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  ;;onsumplion.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  (ien 
erous  to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
[■eople  were  often  gladencd  by   his   material    Ixjunty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  horn  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  tlie  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humiile  cabin  of  his 
father  sti'od  was  called  Ston)' 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic s|)ot  in  a  gorge  of  the  nioini- 
tains,  with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  :;ative  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  iX)or  man,  who  liad  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  llie  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  d-rama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  Init  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  yeaisof  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  [ilaced  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
])rogress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet   his   native   powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  w'  ' 
facility. 

In  the  year  1S09,  he  graduated  with  tlie  highest 
honors  of  liis  clas^.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  cl 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  ro-,e 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  tiie  ablest  law\ers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-si.\  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  su  - 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate  ore  of  tne 
judges  of  the  State,  wlio  was  tried  upon  articles  (.f 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  a.i.d 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidenc.", 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  '1  he 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  whici; 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  .States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster. 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  th.e  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  ni  ^ling  repn- 
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sals  against  Fiance,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  He:!ry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  tiie  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slaver)-  documents  bv  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Bachanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  liut  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  beat  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  th.e  fugitive-slave  law,  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  witli  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  aliolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slaveiy,  re- 
reived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
-/ears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
se-aking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  ir. 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.     He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slaverv 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholdere 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  ol 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  ii^ 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  whiib 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the'  Union.  'I'hi; 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  wi  1. 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "Tl.c 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  des[)aii. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston  r  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion 
Hp  died  at  his  Wheatland    retreat,   June    i,    186S. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  tlie 
:# United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  liis 
5,  family  and  moved  into  the  tlien 
'"  wildsof  Kentucky.  Only  two  ^ears 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  1>\' 
an  Lidianandshot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Aljraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whooe  name  must  henceforth  fo'-ever  be  enrolled 
wiih  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one«Ro  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
l.ig-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Ed.ication  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  .wile.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
liimself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
ess,  wandering  boy,  seeking  worlc.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
.'ihorer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twentyeigjit  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
raliin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
•wman,  gentle,  loving,  jjensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana    Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  tc 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  ano 
gnefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  siste: 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  ant 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  thi- 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  thei' 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  whe;i 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  iinagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  ol 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liipior  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  tha 
Lord  thv  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  ha 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  woiked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborei 
among  tlie  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  dowr, 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  |)Liced  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  ciiosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-ofifice  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  liooks,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  tiie  capital,  hi 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  tlie  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
coon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 
■  In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1 85 8  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
'.lavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  r6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "  The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  tlie  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  wliijh  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  aslittledid  lie  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon   this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopiiing  in  all  the  lai'ge  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  I'he  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrivalto"get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  t( 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  ar 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  al 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  ai.y  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  tlie  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  hao, 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
altliougli  great   anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal   people 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  Piesident  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  "which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divise  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  yme  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  i86r,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  fir  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however',  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  filly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  w:',! 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  ils  father;  hiscr-untry- 
mci  being  unable   to   decide    whiriA   is    tl>e   greater. 


THS  NEW  YORK 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


'\--iToH,  J.e.voi:  AND 


"y^-^^dy^^it-c-^^- 


>^^-^:^t:jz5»-^ 


SE  VENTEENTH  P RESIDED  T. 


«J 


NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven^ 

teenth  President  of  the  United 
Pi's 
iij  States.       The    early    life    of 

5  Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
-s-".7^.'-'-j^  ''''S  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
=fi^~--5,;.?J#/  tion  and  friendlessness.  He 
/  was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confrr  ^.'ei\  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning,  ^'nai  ter^  year^  of  age,  .\ndrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  abour  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  tlie  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
teamed  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner. 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  booK 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  o.. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatio.-  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  af; 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "  stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Tan 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos^ 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  res|)ons;ble  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing chisses.  Ill  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  tlie  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  *"ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
Soulh  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  tlie  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir,'" 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  iSuj,  ne 
ivas  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  186 1,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
2rn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  ia£:onsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginnirig  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  nfjces- 
sary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotent!'-; 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. Tlie  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  sth  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
^  eighteenth  President  of  the 
S-' United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
jolid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
ne  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anin^al,  ran  the   gauntlet  in  entire   safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army:  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  fesi  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  an  my  Sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.      On  the   15th  of 


88 


UL  YSShS  S.  GRA  NT. 


June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducali,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
jistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains.  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
Dushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  tlie  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  ih*^  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  ot 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  trampof  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  \vith  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
tlie  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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©-1  the  nineteenth  President  of 
•^:<  the  United  States,  was  born  nr 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
^-^  death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
iflne  cv'.-Kaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
.and  in  1600,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wa;  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  li.'e.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  ai/d  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  uriknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father   of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to    Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  not  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malatial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  v?ry  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
Liairingfrom  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night. '  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
fimiliar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
Ijoy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
■liui,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right!  Stick  to 
iiim.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
vonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
"ait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w<;nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
:  ister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
iition,  and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,31  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Tiiomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  tlie  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
Cession. 

^ii  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent 'ife.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  iiitroduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman 
hood.  The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulne.s  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  I'f..  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sunipter  found  him  eager  to  take  md 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  ard  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  h^ 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  ^nd  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864.  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army;  but  he  finally  declared,  "I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

\t.  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thumian,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   T875. 

]n  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party. 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  or..= 
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AMES  A.  GARi'IELU,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1 83 1,  ill  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abrani  and    EHza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from   fami- 
lies well  known  m  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
J  poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
,jis  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
jleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
their  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
;racted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  wss  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  'trnggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sureof  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  ulain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  HeN\alked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen' 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  ])upil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  whi-  1- 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  h'%.  - 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hir;im 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  eaily 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
.iiy  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
iiis  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  comnmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
;hurch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
'arian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
■/ears  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantrj' 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
'Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1S62;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Coutt-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  IjJstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gew  Garfield  wa;. 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Ther*:  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says:  "  Sinct 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  u 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whicl 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Uixin  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  tlie 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favo.-  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  nofurthei 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  ihis  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  uj^on  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Presi'^.^m   of  the 

^United   States,    was    born    in 

Franklin  Cour  ty,  Vermont,  on 

^    thefifthofOdober,  1830,  andis 

the  oldest   of  a    family    of  two 

sons  and    five    daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  a  Baptist  c',rgyman,  who 

emigrated  to   tb'.s  countr)'  from 

ll      the  county  .\nt;im,   Ireland,   in 

V^     his  i8th  year,  and  died  in   1875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
i  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  niaxprd  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthurs 
nomuiation  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superioi 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon, 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  z. 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  apix)inted  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  t88o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  'sading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
^vlarch  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
\  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainlv  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  ivas  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as    never 
before  in    its    history  over  the  death  of    any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.     Then  it  became   the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in    New  York, 
Sept.  20,  18S1.     The  position  was  an    embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.    The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily   surprised  the   nation,  acting  so 
wisely   that   but    few   criticised    his  administration. 
He  served    the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate   before   his   party  for  a  second 
term.     His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention   at    Chicago,  and   was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been   selected   as  the   standard-bearer  of  his   party 
for  another  campaign.     He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  ot 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  vvas  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  c;  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
'arger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  borr.. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Graver  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old  fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money,  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayette 'iUe  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  iiis  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  fami'y  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Uiica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  foi  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
ne  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
thf;re  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him ;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
StGck- breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
rjieak  enthusiasucally.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  aiked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarkiid 
the  old  gentleman  ;  "  do  you,  indeed  .-'  What  ever  put 
that  into  year  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got.'"     ■Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  micle  offered  him  a 
p' ace  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans; 
aut  indue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  e.xecutiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
;t,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated ;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
lO  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi'-.ishment  upon  tv/o 
cwminals.  In  i88i  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  oa  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  foi 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
Ije  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  peopl'-;  and  to  worsa 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  tliere- 
upon  recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882^ 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made^  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  ot 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  D.rniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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ii;XJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 
'^wenty-tliird  Presiilent,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  tiie 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zeniih of  Crom- 
well's power  it'became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  m  the  trial  of 
Charles  I.  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  fur  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  IGGO.  His  descendants 
cauie  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  iiistory  is  Bonja- 
rr. in  Harrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  wliom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  i774-5-C,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
wac  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen    Wi'liani   Hcniy   Harrison,  the  son  of  tiie 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  afterasuo- 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territoiy,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  f]0,  1833.  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  th3 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  C'in 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  tht 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  receivtAl  tb  . 
only  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  left  iiio. 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  t 
fortune,  and  decided. to  get  married  at  once,  taka 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Etistern  town  an ',  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  inone}'  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witii  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in   the  world.     Me 
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iecided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
lU:\1  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
iiicoujagement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
Llie  first  j'ear.  He  worked  diligently,  appijing  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
pi'actice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
I'ession.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

la  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  fur  tiie 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speake:  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  18G2  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
.lut  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  I'egiment  was  one  of  the  best 
"irilled  and  organized  in  tiie  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
rt  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
he  Supreme  Court  declared  the  ollice  of  tlie  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ira;  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  18G4 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
iLan,  buton  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
.ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
:o  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
Ecidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  .  re-election  as 
■eporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  187G 
ue  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  iOr  him 
1  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecial.y  in  the  East,  to  malve- speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
Nnd  wu'  elected  to  the  ^Jnited  States  Senate.  Here 
be  served  six  years,  an('  ~'as  known  as  one  oi  tlu; 
ftblest  men,  best  lawyer'^  .^nd  strongest   debaters  iii 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senalorui; 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  '888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  whicli  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  .account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journej-ed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  tlie 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
coriiraonly  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  Ij  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  ant- 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  i'^e 
most  eminent  Demc^cratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  decired  t( 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  "With  all  his  eloq^'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
liut  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  wit;. 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  sjjeeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  i.i  logic,  terse  m  statement, 
j'et  withal  faultless  in  eL^^uence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilUan"  orator  o-  tJv.  day 
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TEPHEN  T.  MASON,  \\\c 
first  Govcrnorof  Michigan,  was 
'  a  son  of  Gen.  John  T.  Mason, 
of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  1812.  At  the  age 
'■^  of  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  Michigan  Territory,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor.  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  the  State 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tered ujKin  the  performance  of  the 
'  duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted,  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Stale. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
running  east  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
i,ake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right — a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
,he  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress — the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  affected  by  their    provisions,    on    the 


other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  ])rior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary. 

Ohio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  Stat^  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  line  in  dispute.  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in 
1812,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  1818.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  widtli 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "  Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the  "  Harris  line,' 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
yaUuihle  for  its  ricli  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Mauniee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  vkfithiii  its  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  Feljruary,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  in  question;  erected  townships  and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.  It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  tliree  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line  ;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  tlie  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  tliat  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it  a 
crimmal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,  or  im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exercise  any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  witjiin  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture  of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  United 
.States.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 
the  Harris  line.  He  was  accomi:)anied  by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600  men.  This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  The  force  then  went  into  camp  at  Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J-  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Fekh,of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp. When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  note 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border." 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  e.xjiilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  Lonsequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attemjit  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

(iovernor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  possession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however,  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

Governor  Lucus  now  supposed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime.  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  withiii  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  tlie  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  some  time 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
in  return  the  Northern    Peninsula,    which    she   did. 
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ILLIAM  WOODBRIDGE, 
.jijiSecond  Governor  cf  Michigan, 
was 
Auc 
Detroit    Oct 


lorn    at  Norwicli,  Conn., 
20,    1780,     and   died   at 
o,    1861.     He 
was  of  a  family  of  thiec  lirotliers 
and     two     sisters.      His    fatlier, 
Dudley  VVoodbridge,  removed  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  about  1790.    The 
life  of  Wm.  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
Lauman,  from  which  this  sketch 
is  largely  com  piled,  mentions  noth- 
ing concerning  his  early  education 
beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  afforded  li}'  the  average  school 
of  the  time,  e.xcept  a  year  with  the 
French     colonists     at     Galliixilis, 
where  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
the    French  language.     It    should 
be   borne   in   mind,   however,   that 
home  education   at   that   time   was 
an    indispensable    feature     in    the 
I  raining  of  the  young.     To  this  and 
and  to  a  few  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  discipline  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  iielped  to  make  our  National    history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at   Marietta,  having 
as   a    fellow   student  an   intimate    personal   friend,  a 
ycung   man    subsequently   distinguished,   but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.     He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at   Marietta 
in  1806.    In  June,  t8o6,  he  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut,   Juleanna,    daughter  of    John   Trumbell,  a 
distinguished  author    and  judge;  and  author  of  the 


peom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic  change   upon    the 
siiirits  of  the  colonists.     He  was  happy  in  his  domes  ■ 
tic  relations  unul  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.,  Feb.  2, 19,  i860. 
Our  written    biographies   necessarily    speak    more 
tully  of  men,  because  of  their  active   participation   in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions   are   stamped   upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  ui)on  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.     Mrs.  W.   en- 
joyed  the   best   means  of  early   education    that    the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.     During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,    she    manifested   a   keen    intellectuality    that 
fortned  the  crown  of  a  faultless  character.     She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which   are    preserved    in    a    printed 
memorial  essay    written    upon    the    occasion    of  her 
death.     In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her   "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,   to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest    satisfaction  "     .She    was    an    invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,   but   was    patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  \V.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  1809  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  metiiber  by  re-election  until 
his  removal  from  the  State.  He  also  held,  by  ap- 
pointment, during  the  time  the  ofifice  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  18 12  drew  up  a  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses  unaminously 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.  During  the  period  from  1804  to  1814 
the  two  law  students,  ^Voodbridge  and  Cass,  had  be- 
come widely  separated.  The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  "Governor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.  This  latter  position  was, 
:n  181 4,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  W.  He  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  leaving  Ohio. 
The  office  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties  of 
coUectorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  the  dischargeof 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  W.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  T!nder  the  adniinislration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress.  Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  i)eople,  liy  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an  act  was 
passed  in  Congre.ssin  iSicjaulhorizingone  tobechosen. 
Under  this  art  Mr.  W .  was  elected  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  parties.  His  first  action  inCongress  was  to  secure 
the  i)assage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
tlie  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  t  lie  "black 
swamps"  from  tlie  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Government  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.  The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country  around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, projected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  foot 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  tlie 
department  by  Mr.  W.  While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  stri]) 
of  territory  new  forming  the  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into  the  Union.  He  served 
but  one  term  as  delegate  to  Congress,  de- 
clining further  service  on  account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.  Mr.  W.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Territoiy  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In    1824,  he   was   appointed   one  of  a  lioard     of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land   claim;  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. Li  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  VVith- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judge  of  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges"  system,  .\lthough  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring, President  Jackson  ajipointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  political  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feelmg  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  [leople  Ijegan  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1837  he  was  elected  amember  of  tVe  State  Senate. 

This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  develoijment  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  im|)ression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  sers'ed  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nonunation  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  v/as  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  wliere  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications.  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion, Judge  W.  was  a(]ongregationalist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  affection  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  adoption  and  for  fiiends  and  family. 
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OHX  STEWARD  BARRY, 
.Governor  of  Michigan  from 
^  Jan.  3,  1842,  to  Jan.  5,  1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
°  I,  1852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  29,  1802.  His  par- 
ents, John  and  Ellen  (Steward) 
Carry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  pursuing  liis 
studies  at  the  same  time.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
and  in  1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt., 
wlierc  he  had  char;;cofan  academy 
tor  Iwo  years,  me.iiuvliile  studying 
law.  He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State.  While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  witli  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewliat  earlier  period 
was  Captain  of  a  com[)any  of  State  militia.  In  1831 
lie  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  \Vhiie  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  A\'. 
Willard. 

Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr.  Harry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich, 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  until  the  year  1835 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  flamed  the  constitution  upon  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  State  .Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  tliey  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  popular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  through  liis  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  upon  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  eveiywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  re|)orted  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  '''• 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  In  1844,  the  tax- 
.  able  property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  lax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  011  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  tliree  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt ; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  alile 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  population  of  the  State  was 
more  than  th'^ee  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1S50 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  tlie  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  ot  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry  s  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  '"  Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case  " 
was  tried.  Tliis  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  deiwt 
at  Detroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  185 1,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  tlie  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  AVayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  Tlie  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Arman,  James  A. 
Van  D/'-ce,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D.  Fraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  Tlie  defendants  were 
represented  by  six  memliers  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  mo'.ths,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  tlie  defendants 
249  i  1  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  that  liis 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
ratlier  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o'clock 
p.  M.,  Sept.  25,  185  I.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county :  Ammi 
Filley,  ten  years;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eiglit 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years;  William  Corvin, 
eight  years;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  five  years;  PZrastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smitli,  five  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Euroise 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
Slate  has  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  Init  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
(juent,  seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  political  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  RepuMican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  Pic 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  liis  wife's  death  having  occurred  1 
year  previous,  March  30.  r86g.  They  left  no  rhildfoi'S, 
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^>'%X#^"^'^  LPHEUSFELCH,  the  third 
"  *"  '•  '  ''■^"  •  ^^  (ioveriior  of  Michigan,  was 
born  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
teml)er  j8,  1806.  Hisgrand- 
father,  Abijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
''■^'  dier  in  the  Revolution ;  and 
when  a  young  man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 
gion when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
mercantile  life  at  Limerick.  He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  section,  and  continued  it  until 
his  death.  The  death  of  the  father, 
followed  within  a  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  a  neighboring 
academy.  In  1821  he  became  a  student  at  Phillips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subse(iuently,  entered  liowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  1833.  The  severity 
uf  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  disposed  of  his  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home,     ftis  intention   was   to  join  his  friend. 


Sargent  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Felch  was  attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  lecovered  sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveling,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down  the 
river.  He  therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan. He  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  continued  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  elected  to  ihe  State  Legisla- 
ture in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.  While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State  was  enact- 
ed, and  went  into  operation.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests  ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it  would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment. He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.  The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  moie  than  a  year.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.  The  country  was 
flooded  with  depressed  ''wild-cat"  money.  The  ex- 
aminations of  the  Bank  Commissioners  brought  to 
li-ht  frauds  at  every  point,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  le- 
signed.  The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  vi^as  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  January,  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexjiired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years;  and  at  once  retiied  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  position 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Fetch's  adiiiinistration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  tj  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  $2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1S46  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400-  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

.\t  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  ^erm,  in  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in  California,  under  the 
treaty  of  Gaadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration  ;  the  right  of  tlie  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudicationsof  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
lo  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year.  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  piinci- 
pally  in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Ciovernor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  But 
the  Democratic  parly,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  tlie  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States   Senator   from    (he   Stat^   of  Mirhigan. 
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ILLIAM      L.      GREENLY 

^'^nGovernor  of  Michigan  for  the 
1/   year  1847,  was  born  at  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
18,1813.   He  graduated  at  Un- 
ion    Cc'-lege,     Schenectady,    in 
I  S3 1,  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in    1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
he  has    since    resided.     The    year 
follovi-ing   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until    1839. 
In  1845  lie  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  became  acting  Governor 
jy  the  resignation  of  Gov.   Felch, 
who    was    elected    to    the    United 
States  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexito  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly 's 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded ;  but  their  names  and 
nativity   are   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost   impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  th'= 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K,  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  one-third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  i\Iay,  1846, the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  1 1  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line.  Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scott  and  Brady  upon  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  orders  from  Government  to  the  seat  of  war. 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
.>)    TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 


Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  State  he  received  a  col- 
legiate education,  studied   law, 
and  was  admitted    to   the    bar. 
Removing    to   Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
ability  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  he 
was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  buildmg  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  he  displayed  the   same   abi'^*'!   that 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor. 
He  held  the  office  ot  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows:  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  establised,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  $81,500.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture  :  The  land  rejxjrted 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  1,437,460  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305;  cat- 
de,  210,268;  swine,  152,541;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  228,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1S47,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  were  im- 
mediately erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450, 
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\\)  OBERT      McClelland, 

%}g, Governor  of  Michigan  from 
''"jan.  I,  1 85  2,  to  March  8,1853, 
was  born  at  Greencastle,  Frank- 
^  lin  Co.,  Penn.,  Aug.  i,  1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  the  Revohition- 
arywar,  and  someof  hisfamily  con- 
nections were  distinguished  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  who  studied  under  Dr. 
Benj.  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
practiced  his  profession  successfully 
until  six  months  before  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
McClelland's  family  had  been  in  good  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  throivn 
upon  his  own  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  class,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
liaving  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
profession,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  tlie 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 
year. 

In  1S33,  Mr.  McClellap.d  removed   to   Monroe,    in 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  [iractice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
professional  duties. 

\x\  1838,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees,  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of  "  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  among  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization  ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  a  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  M/. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  !>y  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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ill  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  liad  consti- 
tuted one  congressional  district.  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M.  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon.  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority  ;  but,  in  1 843,  so  tiioroughly 
had  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mr.  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, earned  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,5GO.  Mr.  McClelland  soon  took  a  prominent  posi 
tion  in  Congress  among  the  veteians  of  that  body. 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Cofl-i.ieice,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
'vere  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills."  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
eiection  to  the  29th  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
'!?.7orably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  mentioned  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
jesentatives.  He  declined  t'  e  offer  in  favor  of  J.  W. 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  v/hich  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
■vhich  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
his  labors  in  Congress. 

In  1847,  Mr,  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
t.;ress,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  the  "  French  Spoliation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbation.  While  in 
Congress,  Mr,  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
jight  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
<vher  tne  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
.'..ici  presented  in  the  proper  manner.  This  he  re- 
garded as  the  citizensconstitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mt.  Gid- 
aings's  bill  for  the  abolisliing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Co-jmbi?.  Mr  McClelland  was  one  of  tlie  few 
Democrrts  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  "Wilmot 
Proviso,"  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  in  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
.he  United  States.  He  and  Mr.  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
.aid  confidential  terms.  Mr.  McClelland  was  in  sev- 
eral National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
^-ti  1848,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion cf  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  1848,  Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe.  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise    the   State   constitution.     He   was    elected    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor^  in  debate.  In  1850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures,  of  which  Mr,  McClel 
land  was  a  strong  advocate.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  year,,  in  company  with  Gen.  Cass  and  Governoi 
Felcli,  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com 
promise  measures,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency, 

In  185  t,  the  new  Stat;  constitution  took  effect  anr! 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governoi  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum,  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  mto  operati:  "_  under 
the  new  constitution.  Mr  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  from  Jan,  r,  1853.  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  high.  There  was  really 
no  op[X)sition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous.  So  widely  and  favorably  hac 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  or. 
the  organization  of  the  cabinet  by  Pn  ;-dent  Pierie,  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  cf  the  Interior,  iii 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  foui' 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.  He  thoroughly 
re-org?.r.ized  his  department  and  reduced  theex[)end- 
iture...  He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization: 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  ordei 
and  system.  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con 
vention  to  revise  the  State  constitution,  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi- 
ence made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im- 
pressive in  his  addresses  to  the  jury.  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1870  he  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers, 

Mr.  McClelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Sabin,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children,  two  of  whom  now  survive. 
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NlJREW  PARSONS,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from  March 
8,  1853  to  Jan.  3,  1855,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Hoosick, 
■h.  County  of  Rensselaer,  and 
"*^  State  of  New  York,  on  the  2 2d 
day  of  July,  1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  38 
years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Parsons,  born  at  Newburyport, 
jMass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
son  of  Andrew  Parsons,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons, 
a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  born 
iu  Ireland  in  1290. 
(Jf  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ago,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
tion of  Camden's  Britannia:  "The  hon(jrable  family 
of  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscounts  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

The  following  are  descendants  of  these  families; 
S:r  John  Parsons,  born  1 481,  was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons,  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridgewater, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
Romish  faith.  He  established  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia.  Frances  Parsons, 
born  in  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  161 8,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1634, Thomas  Parsons 
was  knighted  by  Charles  i.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born   in   Great  Torrington,  England, 


and  accompanied  their  lather  and  others  to  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,  Nov.  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Bostor, 
Oct.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Mary 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  sjjent  the  first  summer  at  Lower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developed  its  wonderfu! 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  came  to 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  lal;o;s 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation 
which   they  laid   of  a    great   Commonwealth. 
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In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
fiom  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan, and  spent  the  following 
winier  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasseCounty,then  with  Clinton  County,  andan  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1S40,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  sp^-aker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  jx)wer- 
ful  railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  otlier  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  e.xtra  session,  a  large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered hiin  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  f.ivois,  whether  from  any  party  "ho  would  at- 
lempl  to  coivu'-t  Him  by  laudations,  liberal  offers,  or 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance: 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
ofhisoath."  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "Gov.  Parsons  was  a  politician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  iiabits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reliable."  The 
highest  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
^  In  the  sprin;^  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Paisons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  Slate  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks"  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  lime,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  i^sue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (whic'r 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  36"  30')  was  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
Phis  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  "  anti-N^ebraska"  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,"  were  temporally  em- 
ployed to  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slaveiy 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  ;.nd  the  organization  of  the  new 
Democratic   and    Republican   parlies  of  the  present. 
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INSLEY  S.  BINGHAM, 
L  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1855  to  1859,  and  United 
States  Senator,  was  born  in 
Camillus,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  16,  1808.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  own 
early  life  was  consequently  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages related  to  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
he  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,  now  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally  enterprising  disposition, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
Worden,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  Jhe  ardvous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
ting up  buildings,  etc.,  at  such   a   rate  that  the  land 


chosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1836. 
when  Michigai  1  ecame  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re[)resentatives  three  years. 
In  1 846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Rep- 
resentative to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  Cast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  Sta'es  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  formet 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  bis  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establibhment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 

Iir  1859,  Governor  Bingliam  was  elerted  Senator  in 
Congress  and  took  an  active  part  in  tlie  stormy  cam- 
p.ngn  in  the  election  of  Alir.iham  Lincoln.      He  wit- 
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nessed  the  coiiiiiiencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paratively short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5,  186 1. 

The  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  Angust  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fitty  thousand  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  tor  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1 85 5,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

i'he  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  [nirpose  of  carying  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  $15  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States 
Until  the  spring  of  1861,  it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State   Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-bouse,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops, 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  iund  {$80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  11137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprses  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
ill  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  72,  48  by  72,  80  by  60,52  by  72,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the  original  building. 
The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1S59  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
than  under  the  more  rigid  rezime  of  former   days. 
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OSES  WISNER.  Governor  of 
Michigan  from  1859  to  1861, 
'was  born  in  Springport,  Cayu- 
ga Co.,  N  Y.,  June  3,  1815. 
His  early  education  was  only 
what  could  be  obtained  at  a 
jconinion  school.  Agricultural  labor 
and  frugality  of  his  parents  gave 
him  a  physical  constitution  of  unus- 
Jkb,'A\%  ual  strength  and  endurance,  which 
J\was  ever  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
its. In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
f(^  gan  and  purcliased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
County  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
once  set  to  work  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  VVisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  b.ir 
and  establislied  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Wcodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  whicli  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
a  member  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
of  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
slaver)  bias.     His    practice   becoming   extensive,    he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pierce  to  the  Presidency  in  1S52,  when  he  took  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  book 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Libeial 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escaped  his  attention  or  his 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  frier.d 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  [X)inted  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  andoi;ening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  tiie  shamfid  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  vvns  a 
member  of  the  popular  gatheiing  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Repulilicar.  Conven 
tion  held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  "  Republican  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
tlie  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men,  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  tlie  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  \V.  was  uigecl  to 
accept  the   nomination  for  jittorney  Genera!  cf  the 
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State,  but  declined.  An  entire  btate  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  in  November  was 
elected  l>y  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  beginning  tliat  the  political  power  of  the  slave- 
holders would  iiave  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  1856  he  supported  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1S57  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1S58,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  niajorily.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  [wpular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  (Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  i.  1859, 
(o  Jan.  I,  1861.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  alile  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  tliat  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  |»luy,  that  bad  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  ujx)ji  tiie  author. 

His  term  liaving  expired  Jan.  i,  r86i,  he  returned 
;o  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  all 
such  temporizing  exi^edients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
.egislation  he  resoU fd  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  s|)ring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  cliiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  icgiment,  the  22d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to   Kentucky    and   quartered    at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he  would 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  himself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  an<i 
iiis  incessant  labors,  coupled  with  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  eady  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.  He  w.is  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  hotise  near 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  h.m. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
cinlining  his  men  and  urging  tliem  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ng  the  Rebellion.  But  tlie  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant grief  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry  " 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.  The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  W.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.  He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.  Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  lelt  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  ottieis  l;e 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  coantry. 
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USTIN  BLAIR,  Governor 
of  Michigan  from  Jan.  2, 
1S61,  to  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
kown  as  the  VV^ar  Governor,  is 
and  illustration  of  ihe  benifi- 
-4/'  cent  influence  of  republican  in- 
stitutions, having  inherited  neith- 
er fortune  nor  fame.  He  was  born 
'  ,i  in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1818. 
His  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
land in  the  time  of  George  I,  and 
for  many  generations  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.  His  father, 
George  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  in  iSog,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score and  four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that 
spot.  He  married  RhodaBlackman, who  now  sleeps 
with  him  in  thesoil  of  theold  homestead.  Thefirst 
17  years  of  his  life  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.  He  then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
(."linton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
the  junior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  tame  of  Dr. 
Nott,  he  changed  to  Union  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1839.  L^pon  leaving  col- 
!.ege  Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&  Davis,  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  :o  practice 
It  irf4i,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing in  Jackson.  During  a^  teujporary  residence  in 
Eaton  Rapids, ill  184:;,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaion 
County.  At  the  close  of  the  official  term  he  returned  ,u 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Her.ry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1844.  Hewas  chosen 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  1845,  at  « iii(  h 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  \\i' 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes  ;  also  made  an  able  re[)ort  in  favor  (;i 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active  in 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  1848 
Mr.  Blair  refused  lunger  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  refusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment.  He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate  to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  fur  President  that  year. 
(J]»n  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  and  Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Platform.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
publican administration  of  1855,  and  holding  the 
position  of  parliamentary  leader  in  tiie  Senate.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  which 
nominated  .Abraham  Lincoln  in  1S60.  Mr.  Blair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  i86o,  and  re- 
elected in  1S62,  faithfully  and  honorably  ditchargi'\; 
the  nrd'.ruis  duties  of  the  office  during  that  moiim')- 
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mentous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  possessed  a  dear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  abiUty  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial   career. 

Never  perliaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor," down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificiently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in   186 1   tiie   coming   struggle   cast   its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.     After    a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and   slave  Stales  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  arecitizensof  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted   to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.      We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.     In  whatever  concerns   the    honor,   the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great    Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.     Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.     Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will    not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.     But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its   integritv 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."    The    final  para- 
graph being: 
"  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purjwse. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — 'Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever. 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,1  II  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supix)rter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  e.x- 
tensive  law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,   in    February,    1849. 

Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  postal 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service;  Charles  A.,  partner 
with  his  father;    Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.,  at  home. 

Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  th?  State  by  the  Republican  party,  but  was  defeated. 


PUBLIC  LIBRAfiY 


c^^^V^^^n^  M 


GO  VERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


I4<; 


:*■ 


HENRY   H.    CRAPO. 


ENRY  HOWLANDCRAPO, 

(|  Governor   of    Michigan    from 
||"i865  to  1869,    was  l)orn    May 
24,  1804,  at   Dartmouth,  bris- 
^  tol    Co.,    Mass.,  and    died    at 
Flint,    Mich.,   July   22,    1869. 
He    was  the    eldest  son  of   Jesse 
and    Phoebe     (Howland)     Crapo, 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
mily  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
artmouth    township,  which  yielded 
)  nothing   beyond    a     mere    livelihood. 
His  early  life  was  consequently  one 
tjjl  of  toil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
j     intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.     The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  for  him  ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.     His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any   but  the  most  courageous  aiid 
persevering.     He    became    an    ardent    st\ident    and 
vrorker  from  his  boyhood,  though  the  means  ot  carry- 
ing on   his    studies    were    exceedingly    limited.      He 
sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary;  and,  neither  having 
money  wherewith  to    purchase   it,   nor  being   able    to 
procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  out  to  comi)ile 
one  for  himself.      In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  English  language,  he  copied   into   a  book  every 
word  whose  meaning  he  did   not    comprehend,  and 
iqiop  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newspapers 
iiiid  1)  i;)k>,  which    came    into    his    hands,    from    the 


context,  would  then  record  the  definition.  Whenever 
unable  otherwise  to  obtain  the  signification  of  a  word 
in  which  he  had  become  interested  he  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Bedford  for  tnat  purpose 
alone,  and  alter  referring  to  the  books  at  the  library 
and  satisfymg  himself  thoroughly  as  to  its  definition, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusual  circumstance 
Under  such  difficulties  and  in  this  manner  he  com  ■ 
piled  quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscrip' 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,   he  obtained  )X)ssej- 
sion  of  a  book  upon  surveying,  and  applying  himsel' 
diligently  to  its  study   became  familiar  with  this  art, 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.     Th-j 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase   one.     A   compass,   however,   he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as   he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.     Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.     When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der  the    pressure  of   law,   a   high   school  was    to  be 
opened,   he   passed    a  successful  examination  for  its 
principalship  and  received  the  appointment.     To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.     The  law  recpiired  a   rigid 
examination  in   various  subjects,  which    necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  study.     <  )ne  evening,   after   con- 
cluding his  day's  labor  of  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
I    to    New  Bedford,  some  seven   or  eight   miles,  called 
upon  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passed 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
he  was  quahfied,  lie  walked  back  to  liii  home  the 
same  nijjht,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  of  the 
acqaire-nents  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  this  phice,he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  ta,\es,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  reiwrt  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  staited  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regularcontributorto  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reiJUtation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  Ije  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  .Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadeli)hia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  H.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretaiy  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernmenthecompiled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1S56,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  tip  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Kentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R.  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corporation  nniil  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  liy  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re- elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  i860, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  tco  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  a  relapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
■i,2„  i86g. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life.  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciiiles')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  ijerforming  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Will.  W.  Crapo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  novv  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  F'Tst 
Congressional    District    of  Massachusetts, 
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ENRY  P.  BAI^DWIN,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michi'j,aa  fioai  Tan. 
*?  4,  1869,  to  Jan.  I,  1873,  IS  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
iel Baldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, England,  who  set- 
tled at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. H6  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1826.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  1813,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
for  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
1 2  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  18^8.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time-    Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  State  Bank  until  the  e.xpiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  t86i-'2  lie 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporation  ^ 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  lu  ■ 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  oi 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  nf 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elected 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  1870,  servin;.; 
from  1869  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  to  an  end — the  knowinp, 
of  how  much  effort  or  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in   hand,  has  been  the  secret   of  the    uniform 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.  The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears  in  all  things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  mad^in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State  House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
messa;.e  of  1873.  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origeu  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  as  would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensPtioii  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  Thelawof  1869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities  to  vote  aid  toward  the  construc- 
tion tif  railroads  was,  in  1870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith.  Governor  B.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.  His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  tlie  hands  of  hona- 
fidc  holders.  In  his  special  message  he  says  :  "Tlie 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  eitlrer  legal  or  moral  obligations."  A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
.\  number  of  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  Governor's  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor  B.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  187: 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes.  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
.A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  lil)eral,  more  than 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  [leriod  of  abou"- 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  jiroclamation 
ex])ressing  in  belialf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  lias  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Arill,  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  The  following  estimate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:  "The  retiiing  message 
of  Governor  B.,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesfes  the  lucid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.  Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.  For  many  years  eminent  and  capable  men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and  in  [)ractical 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  to  be 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  times.  The  retiring  Governor  has  fully  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree.  ' 
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OHN  JUDSON  BAGLEY, 
Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1873  to  1877,  was  born  in 
Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  24, 1 S32.  His  father,  John 
Bagley,  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  his  mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley,  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eight  years 
ffiOJ  old,  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
'^^  to  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  he  at- 
^'"^  tended  the  common  schools  of  that 
JiVK/IL  village.  His  early  experience  was 
like  that  of  many  country  boys  whose 
tM"  parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to  the  newer  portion  of  the  West. 
His  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
IlMl  stances,  Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
Leaving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
he  entered  a  country  store  in  Constan- 
tine as  clerk.  His  father  then  re- 
moved to  Owosso,  Mich.,  and  he  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  tobacco  manufactory  and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  tobacco.     His  establishment  has  become 


one  of  tlie  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Rejjublican 
State  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  liis  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  liear  and  consider  any  new 
tIiought,from  whatever  source  it  may  come,  but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system    of    education.     It    was    principally 
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t'.-.roLigh  liis  exertions  tliat  the  State  University  was 
founded.     Mr.  B.'s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 

As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
teiized  by  several  important  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  malce  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  Slate  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technicalstudies, by  strengthening  the  hold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  uix)n  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  ch:*nge  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
olliers  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  tiie 
:nanagement  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  law, taking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  pioved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  upon  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  A\'ith  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  lirain,  the  will  and  tlie  [wwer  to  do,  he 
iisked  his  fellow  citizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  tu 
labor  for  Inem.     Self  entered  not  into  tiie  calculation. 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others :  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papeis  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimfid  of 
practical  suggestions, and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him: 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  abou': 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year.'' 
He  turned  at  once  and  said:  "I  do  not  know,  sir;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  mor,' 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and   sfontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  accpiainted  with  the  best  authors.  Biog- 
ra])hy  was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affairs  1  e 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  wh.U 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
liis  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
to  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
(Ki\  s  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christr.ia  . 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
ilie  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Cliristmas  story, 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "  Tlio  Night  Before 
Ciuislmas,"  or  Dickens's  "Cliristmas  Carol." 
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HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 

(fc)_  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
"Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.  i,  1881, 
was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  Jolin  and 
Sallie  (Hicks)  Croswell.  His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irisli 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.  His  ancestors  on 
his  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker descent.  The  Croswell 
family  may  be  found  connected 
with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Republic.  Harry  Cros- 
well, during  the  administration  of 
President  Jefferson,  published  a  pa- 
per called  the  Balance,  and  was 
prosecuted  for  hbeling  the  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
He  was  defended  by  the  celebrated 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
\or.  :jf  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
the  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.  Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus ;  also,  Rev.  William 
Croswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

When  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River,  at  Newbury  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died, — 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
familv,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon  the  death 


of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  tlie  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
jwinted  Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du 
ties  of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1852.  In  1854,  he  look  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Reiwblican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnershi|)  with  the  present  Chief- Jus- 
tice Cooley,  which  continued  until  the  remov.il  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  reijresent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  reports  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  fa  r?."or  of  the  Proclama- 
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tio'.i  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  puljlished.  In  1S67,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men  ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  P-Lpablican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1S72,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  .State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  f.iitness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi- 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  tlie  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  practical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
ly  acclamation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him.  both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life.  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  186S,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
lousiness  difficulties,  for  which  bis  unfailing  p:u- 
dence  and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  liim.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  from  him  in  this  regard. 

Daring  Gov.  Croswell's  administration  tlie  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations ;  laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  onl)-  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
bosli  life  ar.d  properly  was    prevented    at    that   time. 
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DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 

;'^,,; nor  of  from  Jan.    i,    1881,    to 
,^.y^/     iv'  Jan.  I,  1883,  was  born  at   De- 
^^,g#    troit,    Mich.,   Nov.    17,    1829. 
^^K?^^'lrJ®      His     parents     emigrated     to 
Michigan     from     Tnimansburg, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.   Y.,  in    1S28, 
locating   at   Detroit.     His  father 
died    March    30,    1831,    leaving 
nine    children.     He    had    been 
twice  married,    and  four  of   the 
children    living  at  the   time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring  of   his    first  union.     Of   the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,   David   H.  was 
the  yoimgest.     Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
widow  moved    back   to    New   York   and   settled   in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  tlie  fall  of  1834,  the  four  pons  by  the   first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in   Michigan.     In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to   Michigan, 
locating  on   a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County.     Here    the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling iategrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  tlie 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.     He  was  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.     In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  heart 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.     Tlie 
heavy  labor  of  the  farm  was  carried  on  by  his  two 


older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  lived  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  ^V'hile  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  18S0.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  i6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
in  hauling  logs  in  the  pire  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  oeingClerk  in  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  i848-'49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  ernployers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  i849-'5o,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "Tiff"  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  tiafific  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  latter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  k)iown  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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-.  tisseh  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  conceived  the  idea  of  towing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  tiie  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,''  a  ves'sel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  185  i,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton," running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
ny  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  e.xtraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dry 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
Ins  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1S54  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  l)rothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  loeating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  \\hen  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  H. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members.''  In  1862,  he  was  c  im- 
missioned  liy  Gov.  Ausiii.    B'air  tc  raise  one  of  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  apiwinced  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  apjxiinted  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  coi.imission  to  visit  Chief  Josejih,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  diflRcuhies.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opjxjnent  was  Freder- 
ick M.  Hollowav  of  Hillsdale  County,  wh'  was  sio- 
ported  by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
election  dav,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  had 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  to 
occupy    the   highest    position    within    theiy    gift. 
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=  ^  OSIAH  W.  BEGOLE,  the 
'A  I  .resent  (1883),  Ciovernor  of 
Michigan  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
1815.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
./  an  early  period  in  the  State  of 
Maiyland.  Hisgrandfather,Capt. 
Bolles,  of  that  State,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  during 
U^^  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
\  i;S  the  beginning  of  the  present  cent- 
ury both  his  grandparents,  having 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  then 
a  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
His  father  was  an  officer  in  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  18 12. 
Mi.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  2  i  years  of  age, 
being  ambitious  to  l)etter  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  as  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now- 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  tliis  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

Li  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  liis  youtli,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
petence, Mr.  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  liter  he  was  a  member  in  Congress 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  vi^orked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairnjan 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  he  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  .the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  aftercompetingfor 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.  Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  upon  the 
only  subject  recommended  by  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
liiough  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
iwlicy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker." 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon.  David   H.   Jerome, 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  fiom  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  m  Gov.  Begole's  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth : 

"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  10 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur-- 
pose  nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  to 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
crats and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
to  the  action  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarrehng  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "]bumt  district"  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence: 
"Until  the  differences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."      This   displays   his    true     character. 
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^\tSSELL  A.ALGER.Governor 
of  Michigan  for  tlic  term  com- 
mencing- Jan.  1,  1885,  was 
l)orn  in  Lafayette  Township, 
Meilina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
ls:Ul.  Having  lived  a  tem- 
l)erate  life,  lie  is  a  comiiai-ative 
mg  man  iu  appearance,  and  pos- 
ses those  mental  faculties  tiiatarc 
listingnishing  ciiar.actcrislics  of 
uist,  mature  and  educated  man- 
jod.  AVhen  1 1  years  of  age  both 
parents  died,  leaving  him  -.vitha 
uiger  brother  and  sister  t(.)  sup- 
port and  witliontany  of  thesubslan- 
tial  means  of  existence.  Lacking  the  opportunity  of 
bettcremployment,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Riclifield, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  tlie  succeeding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.  In  1 857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  oflices  of  Wolcott  1-  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  Marcli,  1859,  when  lie  was  admitted 
to  tlie  bar  Ijy  the  Oliio  Supreme  Court,  lie  then 
removeil  to  Cleveland,  and  entered  tlie  law  ollice  of 
Otis  &  Coffinlmry,  where  he  remained  several 
months.  Here  he  c(jntinued  bis  studies  witii  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  reading.  Hnid 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
lipgan  to  till  on  liis  constitution,  and  failing  health 
warned  him   that  lie    must  seek  other  occupation. 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  Graml  Rapids,  IMich.,  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  iqion  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mich. 
Cav.  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  otticer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  his  company.  He  participated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  wa.'^ 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injury  was  received  ii 
the  battle  of  BooneviUe,  Miss.,  July  "2,  18{i:;, 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  Oi 
iNIajor.  On  the  same  occasit)n  his  Colonel,  tlie 
gallant  Phil.  Sheridan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  (ieneral.  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
IGth  of  October,  Mnjor  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Jilicli.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  his  regiment  to  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  cami)aign  of  1  SCo, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  June  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  His 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.  On  the  Gtli  of  .Inly  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboro,  Md.  In  this  c<jnflict  he 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  inipairment,  and  in  October,  18G1, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
career  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.  lie  was  an  acti  vc  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles   fought   by   the   Army   of   the 
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Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
iand  by  Gen.  Lee  in  18G3,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  ho  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  "gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  dutj^,  Geii.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  opcr.ators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  IJ.  A.  Alger  &  Co.  lie  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  othei'  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  has 
not  extended  bej'ond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  country-. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  bus}'  man  of  affairs.  Ilis  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  array  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  i-ather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gray  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
tttired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  with  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
Ijletc  his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  ijcst  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  he  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  ahva^'s  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  alwaj^s  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  staj's  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  alwaj's  decider!,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  al. 
his  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits.  Gen.  Alger  has  j^et  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
(jf  bays  arc  pej'haps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  famil}'.  His  wife 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  married 
April  2,  18G1.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  manj'  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fay. 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tali 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  v,  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  p.ast  j'eai 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  familj'  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  1 1 ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  at  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit, 
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YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
tlie  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
%&'  »  peculiar  to  the  Southerners,  whicli 
>'^CZ,?lO'V  came  to  him  from  his  mother's  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  American  libertjs 
after  this  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
country'  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constituted  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  Ijuilt  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  tiieir  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  fatlier  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  "War  of 
1812,  and  sc)on  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  "\'a. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  tlie  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding-place  at  that  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children. 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio.  Tiiere  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  18111, 
were  united  in  mnrriage,  and  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  183G.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  C3'rus  G.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  faiins  in  that  new  country.     He   was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and    to    make  himself   useful   around  the   pioneer 
homestead.     When  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.     This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  other  bo.vs,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log    school-house,   and   in  summer  as- 
sisted in    clearing  away   the    forests,    fencing   the 
fields  and  raising  crops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terras  an  academy  located  at  Oi:- 
tario,  Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observ.ation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth-dressing  and   wool-carding 
establishment,    where    Cyrus   H.    acquired  a    full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years, 
hi  the  meantime  he  had  become  interested  in  local 
polities,  in  which  he  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  connnon  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representative  in   the  State   Legislature.     He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  l\y  eleven 
majority.     This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  his  life,  and  that  same  year 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  hind  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Jlich.,  the  improvement  of 
whicli  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  .Julia  A.  Dickins(jn, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highlj'  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

Li  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs.  INIaiy  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.  He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  been 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
ofhee  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1 852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
two  years  later,  in  18,54,  was  elected  Kepresentative  to 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  l\lichigan.  He  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1^60.  In  1864  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1866.  In  the  spring  of  1807  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  solier  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  his  name  appears 
upon  everjr  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacitj'  tliree 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  bv  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it.  clTiniing  that  the  office  w:u 
the  most  diflii'idt  lie  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  b}'  nearl}'  one-half,  and  in  ever}'  wa}'  managed 
the  affairs  of  the  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
paj'  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  _vear  188G  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Repuljlieans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Kapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  O- 
IMichigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L.  Yai)le.  In 
1874  he  became  an  active  membct  of  the  farm- 
ers' organization  known  as  the  Grange.  Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  educatio'i  ami  elevation  of  the  farming  coui- 
uuinity,  and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opi)ortuni- 
ties  offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  State  Grange  but  resigned  the 
l)Osition  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics:  As  a  farmer,  legislator 
executive  officer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marlccd  with  success 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  retlectiug  discredit  ir 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  peojile,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  sense.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  syni- 
path}'  with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally-,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendshiiis,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  flttii-.g  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  dut}-  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  .State  and  Nation. 
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EDWIN  B.  WINANS, 
v\\o  began  his  duties  as 
Jovernor  of  Michigan, 
lanuary  1,  1891,  is  a  sou 
jf  the  Empire  State,  of 
which  his  parents  also  were 
From  German  ancestry  on 
the  father's  side,  he  derives  the  in- 
©^J^^  stinets  of  frugality  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  ways  and  means,  and 
tliese  are  strengthened  by  the  sub- 
stantial traits  of  the  Puritan  fore- 
fathers of  his  mother.  Both  lines 
have  transmitted  to  iiira  the  love 
of  country  and  borne  tiiat  has  led 
thousands  into  untrodden  wilds  where  they  miglit 
secure  that  which  woijld  be  for  tlie  future  good  of 
themselves  and  posterity. 

John  and  P^jiza  (Way)  Winans  removed  from 
New  Yorii  to  this  State  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  the  boyhood  of 
Gov.  Winans  was  passed.  He  was  about  eight 
years  old  at  the  tune  of  the  removal,  having  been 
bcrn  at  Avon,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May  16, 
1826.  fp  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  attended 
the  district  school,  and  he  then  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1850. 
The  excitement  attendant  upon  the  discovery  of 


gold  in  California  had  not  died  out,  and  young 
Winans  felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  coast  and 
try  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  He  decided  in  favor 
of  the  overland  route,  crossed  the  plains  in  safety, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  eight  years  in  seeking  the 
precious  metal — a  quest   that  was  fairly  successful. 

Returning  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Winans  bought  land  and  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  retained  the  farm  as  his  home  through 
all  the  clianges  various  official  positions  have 
brought  him,  and  joyfully  returned  to  it  whenever 
his  faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  would  allow. 
His  estate  now  includes  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and  modern 
design.  In  connection  with  general  farming  Gov. 
Winans  has  given  considerable  attention  to  raising 
stock  of  high  grades,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  departments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  believes  that  his  success  in  political  life 
is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  identification  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  and  no  doubt 
he  is  right. 

The  public  career  of  Gov.  Winans  began  in  1860, 

.  when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the 

State   Legislature.      He   served    two   consecutive 

terms,  covering  the  period  from  1860  to  1865.     In 

1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
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vention  of  the  State,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  Livingston  County  for  a  terra 
of  four  years.  The  next  important  position  occu- 
l)ied  by  Gov.  Winans  was  that  of  Congressman  dur- 
ing the  Forty-eighth  and  Fort3'-niuth  Congresses, 
representing  the  Sixth  District.  It  was  always  his 
lot  to  be  nominated  for  otfice  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  decidedly  in  tiie  minority,  but  such  v/erc 
his  personal  characteristics  and  his  reputation  as 
one  interested  in  the  welfare  of  that  great  class, 
the  farmers,  that  in  every  case  he  made  a  successful 
race.  Wlien  he  was  put  up  for  Congress  the  oppo- 
sition had  a  raajority  in  the  district  of  three  thou- 
sand votes,  but  lie  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
thirty.  While  in  Congress  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  tending  to  the  public  good  and 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Agriculture  and  Pen- 
sions. In  tiie  fall  of  1S91  his  name  headed  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  State. 

In  his  private  life  Gov.  Winans  has  been  as  ex- 
emjilary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  useful 
and  influential.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
practice  has  the  close  sympathy  of  his  wife,  who 
belongs  to  the  same  society.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Hamburg,  Livingston  County,  in 
1855,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Gallow.ay,  who 


was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  she  still  calls  home, 
as  it  was  bought  of  her  father  b\-  Gov.  Winans. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Haight) 
Galloway,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Livingston  County,  whither  they  came 
from  New  York.  She  is  an  educated,  refined  woman, 
whose  mental  attainments  and  social  qualities  fit 
her  for  the  position  which  she  occupies  as  hostess 
of  the  Gubernatorial  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Winans  have  two  sons,  George  G  ,  who  is  now  act- 
ing as  his  father's  private  secretary,  and  Edwin  B., 
Jr.,  a  graduate  of  West  Point. 

Gov.  Winans  has  in  former  years  shown  himself 
capable  of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object,  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  it  is  often 
said  that  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  judge  of  a  man  until 
his  career  is  closed,  yet  Gov.  Winans  has  acted  his 
part  so  well  thus  far  in  life  that  he  is  confidenlh' 
expected  to  add  to  the  creilit  that  already  belongs 
to  the  great  commonwealth  of  ^Michigan,  and  which 
to  a  certain  extent  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  and  are  its  chief  executives.  Among  his 
personal  characteristics  are  those  of  a  love  of  truth, 
justice  and  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirit 
which  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 
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jl^'^^^w^CiSii^.C  M  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  tlieir 
J  >'^  A  "•'-^^.J^  pioneers,  to  furnisli  a  record 
.  ..,A--^<i*»^  ,c5^sa',-^  Oi  iheir  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civiHzation  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
Ijrimitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  jirinie  entered 
I  he  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  tiieir 
h3ritage,  are  passing  to  the;r  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
if  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  e.irnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  proi)or- 
tion  to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th  ;  pyramids  of  Rgypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those   people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  th.e  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougV 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  histoiy, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
thir.k  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live» 
are  unworthy  of  oublic  record. 
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«S(  Al!  (LITE,  :\l.S..llic]'ies- 
idciit  (if  (lie  .Michifiiin  Ag  i 
i-icultunil  (  (illi'ijv.  is  n  na- 
li\i'  III'  New  York.  Imrii  in 
the  town'  of  Botiili'liciii.  Al- 
bniix'  County,  Mairli  II. 
His  Mneestors  \vei-e  anioni; 
the  early  settlers  in  .Saiatotia  County 
and  eanie  from  Holland.  Like  many 
of  the  men  who  have  taken  |n<imi- 
iient  |)ositions  in  edueational  as  well 
iis  (Tovernniental  affaii's.  President 
(lute  is  descended  from  parents  I 
whose  lives  were  dedicated  to  the 
airricultural  callin"'.  His  father  was  Richaid  Chile 
and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Clements. 
When  our  suliject  was  eleven  years  of  age  his 
mother  died,  and  tiie  family  l)eina'  broken  up,  he 
went  to  live  in  ^■alatie.  Columbia  C  onnty.  X.  Y.. 
in  the  home  of  John  Corning;  there  he  remained  j 
two  and  a  half  years  attending  the  district  school, 
after  which  he  entered  the  Oak  Street  School  at 
Binghamptou,  remaining  there  one  \ear.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  'he  was  chosen  Principal  ot 
the  First  AVard  School  in  Binghampton  and  the 
sei^ond  vear  he  secured  .'i  more  responsilile  position 


+-i~ 


as  l'rinci|i;il  of  the  O.Mk  Street  School,  where  he 
had  been  a  pvipil.  Tliere  iie  remained  for  one 
year  and  then  feeling  the  need  i)f  a  more  thorough 
prepiuation  for  lii>  chosen  pr<ifessioM.  he  entered 
the  Susijuehanna  Seminary,  acting  ,-is  assistant 
teachei'  and  at  the  same  time  taking  advanced 
work.  The  want  of  fundsagain  compelled  him  to 
seek  a  [tosition  as  teacher,  and  he  became  I'lincijjal 
of  the  pulilic  school  at  Chenango  Forks.  N.  Y. 

In  Is.'iT  Prof,  (lute  came  West  and  located  in 
Ionia,  this  State,  where  he  taught  a  pri\ate  school 
for  several  months.  In  the  fall  of  ISoll  he  entered 
the  Sophomore  class  of  tlie  .\gi-icultural  College, 
liut  during  the  winter  vacation  of  the  .same  year 
he  bei'ame  I'rinciijal  of  the  Ionia  .schools.  The 
next  year  he  returned  to  the  college  and  was  grad- 
uated with  the  Class  of  '62.  which  was  the  second 
class  that  was  graduated  from  the  Michigan  Agri- 
cult  uial  College.  .Mr.  ('lute  bears  the  distinction 
ol  ileli\  eiing  the  first  oration  that  was  ever  given 
b\  .1  graduate  from  an  agricultural  college  in 
.America  at  a  college  Commencement,  the  first  class 
not  having  comniencement  exercises  as  the  major- 
ity of  the  graduates  entered  the  army  when  the 
first  call  was  made  for  troops. 

Afl<'r    linishint:'  his    colleare   course    Prof,    Chite 
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was  made  Principal  of  the  DeWitt  schools,  but  was 
soon  called  back  to  his  Alma  Mater  as  instructor  in 
mathematics.  In  two  year's  time  he  was  given  the 
Chair  of  Mathematics  and  retained  that  position 
until  1866,  finally  resigning;  it  to  take  a  year's 
course  of  study  in  the  ^Meadville,  Pa.,  Theological 
Seminary.  Becoming  a  I'nitaiiaii  minister  he  ac- 
cepted a  pastorate  in  A'ineland,  X.  .1..  and  there 
remained  for  six  years.  During  the  first  year  of 
his  ministry  he  returned  to  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege and  entered  into  the  matrimonial  relations 
with  Miss  Mary  ^Ferrylees.  a  sister  of  the  wife  of 
ex-President  Abbot,  .\fter  the  time  of  his  pastor- 
.ate  mentioned  mIkivc  he  was  called  to  Newark.  N. 
.!.,  where  he  reni;iine(l  for  two  3'ears.  His  next  pas- 
torate was  in  Keokuk.  Iowa,  where  he  spent  four 
years  and  then  became  pastor  of  a  church  in  Iowa 
City,  remaining  there  for  eight  years.  While  in 
Iowa  several  eminent  parishouers  sat  under  his 
preaching.  Among  the  number  may  be  mentioned 
the  Hon.  (reorge  W.  McCrary,  M.  C,  and  (Secretary 
of  Wai'  under  ex-President  H.ayes;  also  .Tustice 
Samuel  F.  Miiici',  of  the  riiiled  Stales  Sujjreme 
Court. 

From  Iowa  City  Prof.  Chitc  wont  to  Pomona, 
Cal.,  and  there  organized  a  new  church  over  which 
he  was  pastor  for  one  year,  .^t  this  time  he  was 
chosen  President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural 
College  by  the  State  Board  of  Agricultuie.  and 
assumed  charge  of  the  in.stitution  in  May,  188i*. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  exclusively  engaged  in 
tlie  administrative  work  of  the  college.  President 
Clute  and  his  wife  have  been  favored  with  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children.  There  are  four  boys  and 
three  girls  whose  names  in  order  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  William  is  now  (1891)  twenty-two  years 
old;  Oscar  twenty-one;  Lucy  eighteen;  John  died 
at  the  age  of  three;  Katharine  is  thirteen  years  old; 
Edward  eleven  and  Marian  seven. 

In  early  life  President  Clute  was  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man  and  naturally  joined  the  Republican 
party,  but  in  1872  he  was  an  adherent  of  the  party 
which  favored  and  nominated  Greeley,  and  at  that 
time  accepted  the  nomination  for  Congress  in  the 
first  district  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  defeated  in 
the  campaign,  since  which  time  he  has  been  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  usually   affiliating   with    the 


Prohibition  party.  A\liiU'  in  Iowa  he  did  some 
telling  work  foi'  the  temperance  cause  and  was 
President  of  the  John.son  County  Temperance  Al- 
liance during  the  great  constitutional  amendment 
campaign  in  that  State.  It  was  carried  by  thirty 
thousand  majority  but  the  Supreme  Court  declared 
it  unconstitutional. 

President  Clute  has  always  been  strongly  inter- 
ested in  agricultural  matters.  When  a  student  at 
Michigan  Agricultural  College  he  was  editor  of 
the  T\  esfPi-n  Bural,  a  journal  published  in  Detroit, 
and  while  in  A'ineland,  N.  J.,  he  found  time  to 
conihu-i  the  agricultural  department  in  a  weekly 
paper  there  and  was  a  worker  in  the  Yineland  Dis- 
trict Fair  Association.  He  was  for  some  time 
President  of  the  A'ineland  Farmer's  Club,  at  tiiat 
time  the  largest  in  the  United  States  and  having  a 
membership  of  four  hundred.  While  in  Iowa  he 
was  for  a  time  editor  of  the  loiva  Stock  Journal  of 
Iowa  City,  and  in  the  last  named  place  he  became 
interested  in  l)ee  culture,  first  taking  it  up  as  a  re- 
creation from  the  fatigue  of  his  study,  but  finally 
the  business  grew  until  he  was  able  to  realize  .1 
crop  of  seventeen  thousand  jjounds  of  honey  dur- 
ing one  season. 

President  Clute  is  a  brother  of  the  Hon.  Lemuel 
Clute,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Ionia,  Mich.,  and  also 
of  James  Monroe  Clute.  an  engineer  living  at 
Schod.ick  Landing,  N.  Y.  His  father  died  in  the 
'6()s;  his  mother  in  1850.  The  degree  of  Master  of 
Science  was  conferred  upon  him  some  years  ago  by 
his  .\lma  JMater  in  recognition  of  his  research  and 
discoveries  in  the  scientific  field.  His  busy  life  has 
not  prevented  him  from  becoming  a  popular  lec- 
turer on  subjects  pertaining  to  education,  agi-icnl- 
ture,  temperance  and  other  vital  questions  of  the 
day.  He  has  also  been  a  frequent  contributor  to 
the  reviews  and  magazines  of  the  United  States,  in 
subject  matter  covering  the  fields  of  speculative 
lihilosophy,  physical  science  and  practical  ethics 
and  education.  He  has  written  a  number  of  short 
poems  which  have  received  praise  from  able  critics. 

During  the  brief  administration  of  President 
Clute  the  college  has  reached  the  highest  degree  of 
prosperity  that  it  has  ever  enjoyed.  A  fair  meas- 
ure of  this  success  is  due  to  his  efforts  and  ability, 
and  from  his  wisdom,  power  and    experience   the 
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friends  of  tlio  Michigan  Agricullural  (  oUeoe  may 
(Mintidenlly  expect  to  see  the  interests  of  this  in- 
^titntion  advanced  to  tlie  higiiest  ]H)ssil)U'  degree. 
The  lithographic  portrait  of  President  ('lute  is 
presented  in  connection  with  his  hiograiihital 
notice. 


lU  )\\'EKS.  I'he  greater  portion 
of  the  life  <>{  the  gentleman  whose  biog- 
raphy we  shall  atteni])t  to  give  helow.  has 
lieen  devoted  to  agricultural  calling.  He 
has  now.  however,  retired  from  the  active  pursuit 
of  this  cla.ss  of  lahor  and  is  delightfully  situated  in 
the  plea.sant  city  of  Howell.  .Mr.  Bowers,  like  so 
many  others  in  the  county,  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  lie  was  born  in  Cayuga  County  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1X1 2.  and  is  a. sou  of  Whitamore  and  Susan 
(Ward)  Bowers,  natives  of  X'ermont  and  New  .ler- 
sey  respectively.  The  former  was  a  nieclLinic, 
being  a  manufacturer  of  wrought  uails.  He  was 
in  the  AVar  of  1K12.  and  having  kept  a  popular 
hotel  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  there  met  many 
of  the  ]ii-ominent  characters  in  American  history 
and  society.  His  decease  took  place  in  I « 15.  in 
New  York  State.  The  mother  came  West  and  set- 
tled in  Michigan  with  a  son  in  1H3.').  She  died  in 
Washtenaw   County,  this   State.     Hei-    fathei-    was 

.lonas  Ward,  who  is  a   native  of  New  Jersey,  and 

who  had  .served  as   Captain    of    the    New    .lersey 

State  Militia  and  also  as  a   soldier   in    tlic    Kevolu-    \    in  this  cduntw 

tionary  War.     Mrs.  Bowers  was  one  of  a  family  of 

nine  children  born  to  her  i)arents. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we   are   writing   is  one 

of  a  family  of  eight  children.      Now.    howevei-.    he 

is  the  only   living   representative   of    this  genera- 
tion.    He    was    reared    a    farmer    lad    in    Cayuga 

County,  N.  Y.     There  he  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  after  finishing  liis  coiu'se  w-as 

engaged  as  a  teaclier  for  a    period   of   four    years, 

one  year  of  which  was  sjient  in  New  York  and  the 

other    three    in    Washtenaw    County,    this    State. 

having  come  here  in  1X3,t.  >ettling  first  in  tlic  town 

oi  Superior,  where  be  purchsised  fifty  acres  of  laud 


to  which  he  later  added  other  land,  so  that  he  was 
the  owner  of  one.  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Theif  he  lived  for  thirty-three  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  accpiired  a  large  amount  of  other 
lands  in  the  same  county. 

The  years  in  which  our  subject  was  associated 
witli  the  interests,  of  the  town  of  Superior  were  not 
conlined  solely  to  the  accumulation  of  |3ropertv 
for  himself  alone,  to  the  exclusion  of  otliei-  inter- 
ests, for  he  gave  much  time  and  attention  to  local 
government,  having  been  for  a  number  of  vears 
Supervisor  and  also  filling  other  offices.  In  I«(ia 
he  sold  out  his  interest  and  came  to  Howell,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  an<l  fifty  acres  of  land 
lying  within  the  corporate  limit-  of  the  village. 
and  here  he  has  lived  ever  since. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  wa-s  married  in  May, 
I«42.  to  Mi.ss  Charlotte  Warner,  a  native  of  (4en- 
e.see  County.  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Darius 
A\'ainer.  She  died  in  IXoti  and  our  subject  was 
again  married  two  years  later  in  Ajn-il.  IM^H,  to 
Miss  Folly  Blood,  of  ^^'aslltenaw  County,  this 
State.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of  this  union  — 
Kllen  and  Frank.  Airs.  Folly  Bowers  pa.sscd  away 
from  this  life  November  1.  IX(i7. 

Air.  Bowers  fraternizes  with  the  Repulilican 
party,  believing  fully  in  the  doctrines  as  held  bv 
that  party,  lie  is  a  public-spirited  man  who  is 
ever  readv  to  help  on  a  worthy  enterpri.se  and  has 
lieen  one  of  the  chief  promoters  in  the  upbuilding 
of  cliurches,  schoolhouses  and  road.s.  Havino 
almost  attained  his  fourscore  years,  he  is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  men  in  everv  sense  of  the  word 


^=^>-^^<P 


1  '/.'/.E\   .1.   (;()SS.      A    man    of    recognized 

literary    ability,    of    liberal    ideas,  alwavs 

looking    forward    into    the    future    for    a 

broader  evolution  of  the  under.standing  of 

life,  oui-   subject  is  regarded  as   one  of  the  mc>st 

intelligent,   loyal   citizens  of  this  place.     He  was 

born  in  AA'indsor  County.    \'t..  December    1.    1821. 

His  lather,  Daniel  Oo.s--,  was  born  in  CreenHeld.  N. 
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'  H.,  May  20,  1775.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sally  Tuck,  was  also  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1778,  and  died  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
in  1848.  His  father  passed  away  in  the  same 
State  and  eounty  .liuie  II.  1838.  The  latter  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  the  jjroprietor  of  a  farm, 
wliich  lie  eonducted  snceessfully. 

Oui'  suliject's  grandsire.  Tuck  (4oss,  was  a  sea 
captain,  liis  ancestors  coniiny  originally  from  Eng- 
land. Our  subject  worked  on  the  farm  owned  by 
his  father  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  attend- 
ing a  district  scliool  a  portion  of  the  time.  He 
removed  to  Oliio  in  18;5().  making  a  stay  there  of 
four  years,  farming  and  attending  a  school.  In 
1842  he  returned  to  New  Hampsliire  and  entered 
an  .academy,  wliere  lu'  remained  for  one  year.  He 
llien  went  bark  to  ()hio  .•iiid  studied  under  tlie 
tutelage  of  a  brother,  wlio  had  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion and  was  a  very  skillful  teacher.  He  remained 
in  Ohio  until  18(;i.  working  on  the  farm  most  of 
the  time,  but  that  year  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  .'^3.  Meridian 
Township,  Ingham  County,  the  same  farm  which  is 
now  owned  by  him. 

.Vt  the  tinu'  Mr.  (ioss  came  hei-c  there  was  only 
a  small  clearing  on  the  ])lace.  lie  having  made  all 
the  improvements  whicli  it  now  boasts.  Married 
-lulv  4.  180(1.  to  Sarah  1).  Vincent,  of  Lorain.  Ohio, 
the  domestic  life  of  our  subject  has  been  verv 
liappv.  Three  children  have  been  added  to  the 
domestic  realm:  Elsie,  who  was  born  in  18.o5.  still 
remains  at  home  with  her  parents;  3Iarv.  born  in 
1859.  married  Benton  Moore,  who  is  now  working 
the  farm  which  Mr.  (ioss  owns;  they  have  one 
child.  Kittle,  who  is  eleven  years  old;  Helen,  who 
was  born  in  IHfil .  married  Alplioiiso  Bigelow;  they 
also  have  one  child.  Frank,  who  is  one  year  old. 

Since  living  on  his  pi'csent  farm, 'the  original  of 
our  sketch  fre(]uently  worked  at  his  trade,  which  is 
that  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  is  a  man  of 
correct  literary  tastes,  althcnigh  he  never  en- 
tered college.  He  ])repared  for  Oberlin.  but  was 
disappointed  in  pursuing  his  course.  He  purchased 
a  sm.all  farm  near  the  town  and  on  this  he  lived 
for  thirteen  years,  working  at  his  trade.  While  in 
Ohio  he  studied  medicine  for  two  years  under  a 
preceptor,  with  a  view  of  becoming  a  physician. 


He  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  project,  but 
from  the  knowledge  obtained  from  the  study  of  the 
subject,  he  was  enabled  to  prepare  what  is  known 
as  Ooss'  Blood  Cleanser,  of  which  oiu-  subject  is 
the  proprietor.  It  is  a  popular  remedy  .and  has 
vei'y  large  sales. 

Mr.  Goss  is  a  Spiritualist  and  is  well  intVirmed 
on  the  subject  of  the  occult  sciences  and  religions. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Greenbacker,  having  gone  to  that 
party  from  the  Democratic  ranks.  While  in  (Jhio 
he  spent  seven  years  teaching  in  the  district  schools, 
making  a  specialty  of  penmanship.  Mr.  Goss  has 
lieen  a  frequent  contributor  to  various  leading 
periodicals  of  the  State,  on  subjects  of  general 
interest.  He  has  contributed  niunerous  articles  for 
the  Lansing  papers.  He  has  been  elected  to  fill  the 
oHices  of  Drain  Commissioner  and  School  Inspector 
of  Meridian  Township. 


V^ 


♦^♦^■» 
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AMI'lS  IU)»;AN.  'I'he  farmer  owning  the 
line  tract  tif  land  on  section  15,  Genoa 
Townslii|).  Livingston  County,  is  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  being  there  born  in 
County  Tyrone.  Xovetnber  1.  1826.  His  father 
was  Patrick  Hogan,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  August  11,  1803.  His  grandfather  w.as 
Edward  Bogan,  who  was  a  farmer  in  Ireland  and 
there  died  in  middle  life.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  .Vmerica  in  1830,  being  at  that  time 
aliout  thirty  years  of  age.  He  brought  his  wife 
and  family  of  five  children  with  him  and  first 
settled  in  New  York  City  where  he  lived  for  two 
vears.  thence  ni(.)ved  to  Hobleton,  N.  J.,  where 
he  lived  tor  a  time,  thence  went  back  to  New 
York.  He  traveled  over  Rhode  Island  and  Penn- 
sylvania, i)ros])ecting  for  a  place  to  locate  and 
was  tinally  attracted  by  the  glowing  reports  of  the 
new  State — Michigan. 

Patrick  Bogan  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  first 
stopping  with  his  family  in  Detroit.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Genoa  To^vnship,  Livingston  County, 
and  located  a  tract  of  land  on  section  15.     in  the 
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spring  of  1837  he  brought  his  family  hither,  hav- 
ing taken  up  forty  acres  which  he  was  engaged  m 
farming.  Their  first  liome  was  a  log  house  in  the 
midst  of  the  woods.  There  were  at  the  time  num- 
bers of  Indians  wluj  would  have  begged  them  out 
of  house  and  home  liad  they  not  been  firm.  There 
were  plenty  of  deer  and  wolves  against  wliiili  they 
had  to  guard  and  many  are  the  bears  that  our  sub- 
ject has  shot.  Deer  were  seen  in  droves  as  com- 
monly as  sheep  now  are. 

Our  sul)jeet's  fatlier  was  a  hard  worker  and  not 
a  great  while  elapsed  before  the  forty  acres  as- 
sumed the  appearance  of  civilization,  and  to  his 
original  purch.ase  he  added  three  eighty-acre  tracts 
and  these  he  farmed  as  fully  as  his  agricultural 
implements  and  the  limited  aid  that  lie  could  get 
would  enable  him.  Those  were  the  days  of  the 
slow  ox-team.  Patrick  Bogan  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years — August  19,  1876.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  in  politics  a 
Democrat.  His  wife  was  a  fellow  countrywoman 
of  his  own.  She  bore  him  six  children  and  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 

When  only  four  years  of  age  our  subject  crossed 
the  "tiiree  thousand  miles  of  wet."  lie  attended 
school  in  Xew  York  City  and  later  in  New  Jersey 
and  after  coming  West  spent  one  year  in  a  school- 
room in  Detroit,  that  being  a  memoralilc  one,  as  it 
was  held  in  a  logschoolhouse  and  had  slab  benches, 
quill  pens  and  was  carried  on  l)y  the  rate  l)ill  sys- 
tem. He  also  attended  one  winter — ]8;")2 — at 
Howell.  In  18.53  oiu-  suliject  went  to  the  cuiiper 
regions  of  Lake  Superior.  For  sixteen  months  he 
worked  in  the  mines.  In  1856  his  father  deeded 
him  eighty  acres  of  land  and  later  lie  li(Hii;lit  his 
present  fine  farm. 

Our  subject  could  not  make  uii  his  mind  to 
desert  the  bachelor  ranks  until  late  in  life  and  has 
now  (1891)  enjoyed  marital  felicity  for  seven  years, 
his  marriage  being  celebrated  February  12,  1884, 
when  he  was  united  to  Kate  Milet,  who  was  Ixirn 
in  California  and  is  now  quite  young.  They  have 
two  children — Mary  and  Helen  and  our  subject 
only  regrets  that  his  happiness  has  been  delayed  so 
late.  The  owner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land,  Mr.  Bogan  has  one  hundred  acres  under 
the  plow;  he  engages  in   mixed  farming,  a  good 


deal  of  his  land  being  planted  in  cereals.  He  also 
raises  considerable  stock,  graded  sheep  and  cattle. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are' members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church.  Mr.  Bogan  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the  divine  right  of 
free  trade.  In  1881  he  of  whom  we  write  built  a 
fine  frame  residence  upon  his  i)lace  at  a  cost  of 
%1800.  It  is  commodious  and  comfortable  and  is 
the  happy  home  of  a  happy  group  of  people.  Our 
suliject  well  remembers  when  he  was  ol)liged  to 
take  his  wheat  to  Detroit  to  find  a  market  for  it 
and  the  way  of  getting  there  was  by  an  ox-team, 
s( )  that  the  carriage  was  slow  and  expensive.  Indeed 
it  took  about  a  week  to  go  and  return.  For  eleven 
years  the  original  of  our  sketch  hehl  the  office  of 
Postmaster  of  what  was  Genoa  Station.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  it  ceased  to  be  a  mail  sta- 
tion. 


G;EOK(tE  E.  H()L(;1LTALI>;G.  The  enler- 
^  prising  farmer  and  good  citizen  whose 
J    name  we  now  give  is  a  native  son  of  the 

Wolverine  State,  being  born  August  31,  1836, 
in  Lyons.  Oakland  County.  Garrett  and  Rachel 
(Thompson)  Iloughtaling  were  his  parents  and  his 
paternal  grandfather  was  Richard  Iloughtaling, 
who  was  born  in  Xew  York  and  devoted  himself 
through  life  to  fiinniiiu  pursuits,  lie  cnine  to 
Michigan  :iliout  \f^o.')  .■iiid  p.-issed  the  remainder  of 
his  days  with  his  son.  ( Jai'i'ett,  and  soon  after  his 
decease  his  widow  also  passed  away. 

This  worthy  couple  brought  to  years  of  maturity 
and  usefulness  a  large  family  of  children  as  fol- 
lows: .Tohii,  David,  Henry,  Garrett,  Peter,  Maliala, 
Hannah.  Betsey  and  Margaret,  and  all  are  married 
except  Peter  and  Mahala.  The  father  of  our 
subject  had  his  birth  in  Xew  York  and  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Lydia  Gates,  by  whom  he  had  two 
son,  William  O.  and  Samuel  G.,  and  after  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  Lyons,  Oakland  County,  he 
married  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  him 
one  son,  George,     She  died  in  1868. 

Garrett  Houghtaling  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
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and  came  to  Michigan  nhoiit  1820,  settling  in 
Wayne  County,  wlici-c  lie  lollovvcd  liis  trade  at 
Watciford  until  IH;i7,  vvlien  he  cniiic  to  (ii'ccii  Oak 
Townsliip.  Livingston  Couiily,  Mud  p.^tahlislicd 
liiniseit.  lie  was  prospeioiis  in  liis  business,  and 
accu  nulla  led  a  conifoi-talilc  coinpetcnc^y,  acfiuiiing 
!i  frirru  of  nliout  live  hundred  Mci'es.  all  of  it  located 
on  srciioii  2:!.  Tills  he  iiiipi'<ivcd  and  cultivated 
Mild  ni.'idc  Ins  home  upon  i1  iiiilil  he  was  called 
fioiii  earth  at  the  age  of  foity-eight  in  the  ycai' 
IH^.").  His  religious  convictions  brought  liim  into 
union  with  the  C'hristian  Clniich  and  his  politic.il 
views  allied  him  with  the  old  Whig  party. 

The  II I  oilier  of  our  sulijcet  was  Imrii  in  ( 'oliiuibin, 
ilerkinier  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  (jf 
INIoses  and  Margaret  (Morris)  Thompson,  who  wei'e 
fi'oiii  New  .lersey,  their  early  home*  being  near 
Morristown.  The  father  was  a  farmer  .'iiid  lie 
moved  to  New  Yin'k,  and  in  1835  came  with  his 
team  through  (Canada  to  Michigan,  being  two  weeks 
oil  the  ro;id.  He  settled  in  the  woods  where  Howell 
now  .stands  ■.iui\  liuill  m  siiwmill.  He  was  a  man  of 
nutans  and  look  up  some  two  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Livingston  County  and  in  Oakland  County. 
His  life  in  Michigan  was  cut  short  by  dejilli  as  he 
was  called  away  from  earth  in  l«l  1,  while  living  a 
little  iMirlhof  I  loueii.  .•iiid  Ills  faithful  wife  who 
W!is  the  iiHilher  of  nine  children,  survived  him 
until   l«(;7.     She  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr.  Hough taling  be- 
gan August  21,  18(52,  and  his  bride  was  Mary, 
daughter  of  lleni'y  and  Olive  (Carpenter)  Handiill. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Union.  ImIc  County,  Ohio, 
Mild  became  the  mother  of  seven  elilldren  who  have 
In  everyway  jiroved  an  Imnor  lo  llieir  fMJIhful 
parents,  who  tliroiiLih  their  childhood  mihI  youth 
gave  them  all  neeeswiry  oppoil  nnilies  for  .self  im- 
provementand  development,  .leniiie  M.  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Albion  College  Miid  m  le;iili<'r  in  Howell; 
Mary  A.,  who  is  an  artist,  is  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Pearce,  while  the  remaining  children  are:  Ivlward 
S.,  Edith  C,  Grace  O.,  Bertha  L..  mikI  Kvm  \l.  For 
more  than  thirty  years  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  )iromiiieiitly  ideiitilied  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episco[)al  Chureh  mihI  lli<'\  .■ire  leMilers  in  ils 
T^ork  and  social  circles. 

Tho  early  training  ol  our  eulijeet  was  received 


upon  the  farm  and  in  the  schools  of  OMkland 
County,  and  after  thT  death  of  the  f:iilier  his 
mother  was  united  in  marriage  with  .\lva  Preston. 
The  .son  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-six,  when  he  began  for  himself  upon  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  on  section  2.'5.  He  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  although 
he  met  with  a  serious  loss  through  endorsing  for  a 
friend  and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  one  hundred 
acres  in  order  to  pay  this  debt;  yet  it  is  evident 
that  he  may  fairly  be  called  a  successful  man.  He 
has  .served  as  Township  Treasurer  and  CHerk  and  is 
well-known  in  every  circle  of  life  in  Cohoctah 
Townshi))  where  he  has  lived  since  184  7,  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  which  he  si)ent  in  Albion, 
to  which  he  iiKived  in  order  to  educate  his  children. 
He  .'111 d  his  household  are  among  the  most  highly 
respected  members  of  society  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  and  are  worthy  of  the  esteem  which  is 
granted  them. 


-^^- 


OIIK  11.  .MOVKH.  We  are  gratified  to  be 
able  to  i)resenl  the  life-liistor3'  of  the  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingham 
J  Connty,  who.se  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  writing,  and  whose  beautiful  home  may  be 
seen  upon  section  7.  He  is  a  nntive  of  Oxford 
County.  Ontario.  (MiiMda.  . Mild  w.ms  born  .liine  II. 
184(1.  His  father,  Joseph  Moyer,  and  his  mother. 
Asenath  (Tuttle)  Moyer  were  natives  of  N(^w  Y<jrk, 
and  his  paternal  ancestors  were  of  (ierman  blood, 
while  on  the  mother's  side  he  comes  of  old  English 
and  HollMiid  stock.  His  niMternal  o|-;uidfMther  was 
a  soldier  in  the  W-.w  of  1812  Miid  his  p.MteriiMl 
great-grandfather  wms  ,m  (ierninn  by  birlh  Mini  m 
Revolutionary  soldier  in  the  American  army,  and 
suffered  .scaljjing  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  British. 

Our  subject  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Ing- 
h.Min  County.  Mich.,  in  I8.'>.'),  and  the  family  settled 
upon  Ihe  fMiiii  which  is  now  occupied  by  him  in 
Locke  Township.  Mis  father.  .Tosepli  Moyer,  estab- 
lished his  household  in  a  log  cabin  and  the  remains 
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of  that  abode  are  still  standing  upon  the  farm, 
forniinsi  one  of  the  old  pioneer  landmarks  of  tlic 
noiii-hliorhood.  The  father  passed  from  earth  April 
11.  l!SH'.).  :ind  his  wood  wife  had  been  taken  fiuiii 
his  side  Xovemlier  IT),  188:i.  Thoy  had  done  ;i 
great  .•inioiint  of  pioneer  work  and  had  brought  up 
their  children  amidst  trials  and  hardships  of  whiih 
the  present  generation  knows  little.  Of  Iheir 
houseliold  of  seven  children,  six  are  now  living, 
namely:  .lohii  M.,  Peter,  Hannah,  wife  of  P>zra 
Spears.  .lacoli.  .lames,  and  Mary,  wife  of  ( ieorge 
Piper. 

Amidst  the  scenes  of  pioneei'  life  .John  Moyer 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  his  parents  in  subduing 
the  wilderness  and  cultivating  the  farm,  and  upon 
him  the  labors  of  the  home  were  so  severe  as  to 
greatly  limit  his  educational  opportunities.  He 
became  an  extensive  reader  and  his  mental  devel- 
opment lias  been  mostly  that  which  he  has  attained 
by  his  own  forethought  and  effort.  He  was  mar- 
ried Aijril  15,  1872,  to  Mary  .7.  Maxon,  a  native  i 
of  Livingston  County  and  daughter  of  Elias  and 
.loanna  Maxon,  formerly  of  Livingston  County. 
In  their  later  ^ears  they  made  their  home  in  F.oeke 
Township  and  here  their  life  terminated. 

Three  children  have  brightened  the  home  of 
our  subject,  namely:  Mav,  Emery,  and  .John  H. 
.Ir.  Mr.  Clover  has  been  a  resident  of  the  farm  he 
now  owns  since  his  boyhood,  and  he  has  a  fine 
estate  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres.  In 
his  political  convictions  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Democratic  ])arty,  and  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
are  leading  members  of  the  social  circles  of  the 
townshii),and  are  eminently  useful  in  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church.  For  one  year  he  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  of  the  township  and  is 
universally  recognized  as  one  of  its  .solid  and  in- 
fluential citizens. 


ILLIAM  II.  SHOOK.  This  respected  farmer 
^111     living    in    Tyrone  Townshiji,   Livingston 


County,  was  born   November   2.  1889.  in 
Phelpa,  Ontario  Cviunty,  N.  Y.,  where   his  parents, 


John  and  Delilah  (Sehad)  Shook  then  resided.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  Allegheny 
C()unt\'.  Pa.,  and  was  twice  married;  his  fir.st  wife 
was  a  Miss  Kenyon  who  bore  him  four  sons  and 
one  daughter  and  the  second  wife  (whose  name  we 
have  already  given)  was  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dien,  and  died  at  the  .age  of  seventy-seven.  Her 
children  were  William  II.,  Amos,  Peter,  Mary  and 
Perry  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  while 
.\inos  died  in  infancy. 

.John  Shook  emigrated  from  New  York  to  Michi- 
gan in  November,  1854,  and  here  made  his  home 
in  the  township  of  Tyrone,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  sixty  acres  of  land  and  lived  in  this 
township  until  his  death  which  took  place  March 
23,  1877.  He  was  .at  that  time  seventy-five  years 
old  and  had  long  been  an  earnest  worker  and  de- 
vout communicant  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  good  wife  also  lived  to  about  the 
same  age,  dying  August  12,  1889.  She  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Schad, 
whose  familj-  name  was  formei-ly  spelled  Schort. 
He  was  a  farmer  in  the  Keystone  State  and  later 
lived  in  New  York,  and  finally  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1844.  lie  was  the  father  of  five 
sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  district  schools  and  the  nnitine  of  farm  life 
supplied  the  training  of  this  boy  and  he  remained 
\ipon  the  farm  until  he  reached  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  he  began  for  himself  niton  a  farm  in 
1867,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  28,  Tyrone  Township,  the  very  land  upon 
which  he  now  resides.  This  property  he  at  once 
proceeded  to  put  in  first-class  condition  for  farming 
and  he  has  made  it  of  great  value.  He  has  also 
taken  time  to  serve  his  township  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  his  term  of  .service  did  much  toward 
improving  the  roads  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Shook  was  married  October  21, 1868,  to  Miss 
Mina  A.  Castor,  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Polly  (Hendricks)  Castor,  who  came  from  New 
Y'ork.  ~Sl\\  Castor  was  a  carpenter  hy  trade  and 
died  in  Holly  in  June,  1889.  His  wife  passed  from 
earth  four  years  earlier  while  they  were  living  in 
Rose  Townshi]).  To  them  have  been  given  four 
sons  and  five  daughters  and  ;ill  ol'  lliem  grew  to 
maturity.     One  son,  Albert,  served   bravely  in  the 
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War  of  the  Rebellion  and  Elisha  E.  is  now^a  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  eleroyiiifin  of  no  littk'  repute. 

Kittle  May  Shook,  the  only  eliild  of  our  subjeet, 
was  born  November  24.  1H69,  and  is  now  a  yonng 
lady  of  cnlture  and  refinement.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Fenton  Normal  school  wliere  she  pursned  a 
thorough  course  of  education  and  did  mncli  to  de- 
velop her  talents.  'Sir.  and  .^Irs.  Shook  are  both 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episeoijal  Church, 
and  Mr.  Shook  is  a  member  and  has  been  for  thirty 
years,  of  the  Fi-ee  and  Accejited  Masons.  He  is 
now  the  only  i-epresentative  of  his  father's  family 
that  is  left  in  this  countrv. 


OHN  .1.  LIYERMORE.  The  pioneers  who 
brought  their  families  to  Michigan  in  the 
I  early  days  of  the  '30s,  traveling  with  ox- 
'  team  and  prairie  schooner  from  the  East 
and  settling  njton  almost  unbroken  land  with  no 
prospect  of  an  immediate  income,  must  have  been 
possessed  of  brave  hearts  and  a  wonderful  cap.acity 
for  enduring  hardships,  and  they  are  worthy  of 
hon(  >rable  mention. 

Such  an  one  was  the  father  of  the  man  whose 
name  api>ears  at  tlie  head  of  this  sketch,  who 
l)assed  through  all  the  hard  time.-;  incident  to  fron- 
tier life  and  with  his  Itrave  com|)anioii  forced  natvu'e 
to  give  uj)  her  treasures  and  to  provide  a  handsome 
comiietency  for  their  declining  years.  This  father. 
James  Livermore,  was  a  native  of  ^[assachusetts 
who  when  a  boy  went  to  Maine  and  there  grew  up 
on  a  farm.  He  M'as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
being  a  young  man  at  that  time,  as  he  was  born  in 
1789.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan 
Watson,  was  born  m  Massachusetts  in  1788. 

James  Livermore,  Sr..  the  grandfather  of  oar 
subject,  w'as  a  farmer  who  died  when  his  son  James 
w.as  still  a  small  child.  He  therefore  had  to  look 
out  for  himself  and  early  became  independent. 
The  parents  of  our  subjeet  were  married  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  and  resided  there  until  the 
father  came  to  Michigan  in  183.1.  making  the 
journey  in  a  wagon,  coming  around  through  Illi- 


nois, and  being  in  Chicago  -when  there  were  but  a 
few  houses  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  known 
throughout  the  world   as  the    World's    Fair  City. 

He  located  in  183.5  upon  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land,  u])on  section  24,  I'na- 
dilla  Township.  There  w.as  tlien  no  settlement 
within  two  miles  of  him  but  he  bravely  went  1o 
work  and  having  built  a  log  house,  broke  ten 
acres  of  land  and  sowed  half  of  it  to  wheat. 

In  183()  James  Livermore  returned  to  the  East 
for  his  family,  bringing  them  in  a  wagon  drawn  liv 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  being  about  six  weeks  on  the 
wa\ .  lie  located  them  on  his  homestead  and  made 
that  his  home  until  <leath.  He  was  a  hard-workin<i' 
man  and  accumulated  .■!  handsome  |)roi)ertv.  He 
;idde<l  to  his  farm  until  he  had  four  hundred  acres 
.•mil  he  cleaiiMJ  .-ind  fenced  a  large  portion  of  this 
and  built  ;i  log  house  in  18;")().  The  death  of  his 
wife  occurred  in  18()4,and  he  passed  away  in  1X72. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Julia,  Jlrs.  J.  D. 
Reeves;  our  subject;  Susan,  Mrs.  Silas  Richmond; 
and  Emma.  Mrs.  John  Richmond.  The  mother  w.as 
highly  esteemed  for  her  genuine  Christian  charac- 
ter and  was  an  active  member  of  tlie  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Tomjjkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  29,  1822,  and  he  received 
very  little  schooling  after  coming  West,  at  which 
lime  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  for  he  had  much 
hard  w  ork  to  do  in  assisting  his  father.  He  used  to 
drive  six  yoke  of  cattle  in  breaking  the  upland 
soil.  His  marriage  took  place  in  December,  1848. 
when  he  was  married  to  Charity  Ann  Sayles,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Abby  (Pugh)  .Sajdes. 
the  latter  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
former  a  New  Yorker.  After  their  marriage  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  they  came  to  Michigan  in  1847, 
and  settled  on  section  26.  I'nadilla  Township.  Here 
they  made  a  permanent  home,  adding  forty  acres 
of  improved  land  to  their  original  eighty  and  here 
Mr.  Sayles  died  December  19,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  His  widow,  who  still  survives 
in  good  health,  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three 
jears  and  of  her  three  children  Mrs.  Livermore  is 
the  only  survivor. 

^Irs.  Livermore    was    born    March   22,   1829,  iu 
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Tompkins  County  X.  Y..  ;uul  was  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  she  came  to  Michigan.  Having  received 
a  good  common-school  education  in  the  East,  she 
found  herself  in  demand  as  a  teacher  in  the  new 
country  and  found  employment  in  this  way  for 
some  time.  Her  parents  were  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  her  fa- 
ther was  a  Class-Leader.  One  sister,  Sarali,  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  C.  B.  Rose,  and  died  in  1848. 

After  spending  one  year  with  Mr.  Liverniore's 
parents  the  young  couple  began  life  in  tlieir  new 
home — a  log  house  upon  the  same  site  where  tliey 
have  now  lived  for  forty-two  years.  Their  earthly 
l>osscssi(jns  were  then  seventy-five  acres  of  land, 
all  uncultivated,  a  log  house,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a 
cow.  ten  sheej)  and  a  pig.  Tlieir  present  bcnutiful 
iKmie  was  built  in  1870.  at  a  cost  of  »!2,0()0  and  the 
barn,  which  cost  «.')(I0,  was  erected  in  18.51.  Two 
hundred  acres  foiin  the  home  farm,  all  of  which 
are  improved  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five 
acres  which  are  still  in  timber.  They  have  both  done 
genuine  pioneer  work  and  have  ]5assed  tlii'ough 
years  of  hard  labor. 

This  worthy  couple  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely — 
Sarah  Jane,  born  Octobers,  1850,  died  October  13, 
1852;  Mary  A,  born  February  12.  18.54,  now  the 
wife  of  James  M.  Packard,  living  at  Lansing; 
Abby  A.,  born  November  28.  18.57,  is  the  wife  of 
A.  A.  Wood  of  Lansing,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Susie  E.,  born  September  10, 1859,  wife  of 
AVilliam  F.  Dryer  .and  living  in  Bfith.  Clinton 
County,  Mich,  with  her  husband  and  two  children; 
Julia  A.,  liorn  Ai)ril  17,  1861,  lives  at  Lansing  and 
is  the  widow  of  Clark  O.  Chapman,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children;  James  B.,  born  April  1',), 
1863,  still  resides  at  home;  Eunice  A.,  born  Novem- 
bers,1869,  died  February  5,  1878;  Ch.attie  R.,  born 
November  3,  1872,  resides  at  home.  To  all  of 
these  children  has  been  given  an  excellent  common 
school  education,  and  their  mother,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  conscientiously 
instructed  them  in  the  faith  and  duties  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Three  of  the  daughters  have 
been  teacliers  and  Miss  Chattie  is  now  a  student  at 
the  Business  College  at  Lansing. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  for  many 


years  been  a  memljer  of  the  School  Board  and  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  an  ardent 
Republican,  alth(jugh  he  was  formerly  a  Whig  and 
then  a  Know  Nothing.  lie  has  filled  the  office  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  for  twelve  years  or  more 
was  an  agent  for  the  June  threshing  engine.  He 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  business  when  a  young 
man  although  he  never  .served  his  time  at  that 
trade.  He  was  a  member  of  the  militia  company 
here  in  which  jNIr.  Winans,  now  Gov.  Winans  was 
one  of  his  comrades.  In  this  company  he  held  the 
position  of  Second  Sergeant.  He  is  pleased  to  say 
that  in  the  old  days  he  and  his  neighbors  had 
jolly  good  times  in  their  log  cabins  and  had  no 
I'eason  to  envy  tiiose  who  were  housed  in  more 
pretentious  homes. 


I  OHN  N.  OKEFNE,  M.  U.  The  young  pro- 
fessional men  of  Leslie,  Ingham  County 
are  an  element  in  the  development  of  this 
progressive  little  town,  and  are  a  centraliz- 
ing force  in  drawing  within  its  boundaries  the  best 
people  in  that  sectitin  (»f  tlie  county.  By  their 
character  and  repute  they  are  a<lding  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  town  .and  giving  it  a  standing  among 
the  other  corporations  in  this  county.  None  is 
more  thoroughly  respected  for  skill  and  character 
than  he  of  whom  we  now  write. 

David  (Treene  was  the  father  of  our  subject  and 
Alary  (Olin)  Greene  was  the  mother  to  whom  he 
owes  so  much  for  his  early  training  and  education. 
They  were  lioth  natives  of  Lawrence,  Otsego 
County,  N,  Y.,  whence  tliey  came  to  Michigiin  in 
1851,  and  settled  at  Rochester,  Oakland  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  tlieir  days. 
While  in  New  York  David  (ireene  was  a  woolen 
manufacturer,  but  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  de- 
voted himself  to  farming.  He  died  in  1852,  at 
Rochester,  Mich.,  and  his  wife  survived  him  for 
many  years  and  finally  passed  away  in  April,  1889. 
In  his  early  manhood  the  father  was  in  very  com- 
fortable circumstances,  but  later  in  life  he  met  with 
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heavy  losses.  His  political  views  were  such  as  to 
call  him  to  sympathize  with  the  Whig  party,  as  did 
most  of  the  Quakers,  among  whom  they  belonged. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Quaker 
minister  named  Edwin  R.  Greene.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  wealth  and  resided  in  Otsego  County,  N. 
Y.  In  1843  he  removed  to  (xenesee  County  and 
spent  his  last  days  at  Batavia.  The  Greenes  are  of 
English  ancestry,  while  the  Olins,  from  whom  the 
mother  of  our  sul)ject  came,  trace  their  origin  to 
Wales.  The  jiarents  of  our  subject  had  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Phcebe.  Saraliette,  Emil\',  Ellen, 
Edwin  K..  Imogene,  William  II.,. John  II. and  David 
M.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  widowed 
mother  was  again  married  to  .Jacob  Cain,  of  Roches- 
ter, Oakland  County,  .Mich.,  by  whom  she  had  three 
children,  Emily,  Edgar  and  Carrie. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  nativity  in  Bata- 
via, Gene.see  County,  N.  Y.,  March  22,  18.51,  and 
grew  up  n\Km  his  father's  farm,  first  in  New  York 
.and  afterward  in  Avon  Township,  Oakland  County, 
not  far  from  Rochester.  His  primary  education 
was  taken  in  the  district  schools  ,and  he  afterward 
attended  the  High  School  at  Rochester,  and  later 
he  spent  two  years  in  the  Literary  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  although  he  did  not 
remain  to  take  his  diploma.  Even  before  entering 
the  university  he  had  been  reading  medicine,  and 
in  1882  he  entered  the  Medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  after  studying  three 
jears,  graduated  with  high  honors  in  the  spring  of 
1886. 

The  first  practice  of  this  young  medical  man  was 
in  connection  with  his  brother.  Dr.  David  M. 
Greene,  who  was  at  that  time  located  at  Plain- 
field,  Livingston  County,  and  afterward  went  to 
Iosco,  where  he  followed  his  profession  until  Octo- 
ber, 1888,  when  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
took  a  full  nine  months'  post  graduate  course  in 
the  Medical  department  of  the  university. 

Our  suliject  located  at  Leslie  in  .Tune,  1889,  and 
took  ui)  the  [iractice  whicli  his  brother  had  laid 
down,  as  Dr.  David  had  been  pursuing  his  profes- 
sion at  Leslie  for  a  year  and  a  half  pievious.  The 
young  Doctor  has  l)uilt  up  an  extensive  practice 
and  is  already  considered  one  of  the  leading  pr,ac- 
titioners  of  the  co\intv.     He  is  a  member  of  the 


Michigan  Medical  Association  and  his  views  on 
political  questions  have  led  him  into  sympathy'  and 
affiliation  with  the  Republican  party.  Still,  he 
pays  little  attention  to  political  movements,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  his  pro- 
fession and  his  home. 

It  was  in  September,  1882,  that  Miss  Jessie  M. 
Doying,  of  Cass  City,  Tuscola  County,  this  State, 
and  a  native  of  that  city,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Dr.  Greene.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Jcjanna  Doying  and  is  possessed  not 
only  of  a  liberal  education  and  more  than  ordinary 
culture,  but  also  of  good  capabilities,  sound  judg- 
ment and  admirable  social  qualities.  One  son  has 
come  to  brighten  this  home,  little  Wilford,  to  who.se 
care  and  education  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
devoted  with  true  parental  soricitude. 


-►5- 


^>^<i 


HOMAS  A.  WALKER.  Among  the  uotat)le 
/fex  families  which  the  Empire  State  lias  be- 
queathed to  her  younger  sister,  Michigan, 
none  is  more  worthy  of  our  consideration  than  the 
one  represented  liy  the  name  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph.  Both  by  character  and  connections  tiiis 
family  is  entitled  to  rank  along  the  best  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  has  for  many  yeais  lieen  known 
far  and  wide  by  all  who  had  any  acquaintance  with 
Oceola  Township. 

^Ir.  Walker's  beautiful  farm  is  to  he  found  on 
section  17,  Oceola  Township,  and  comprises  five 
hundred  forty  acres  of  excellent  land,  where  is 
carried  on  a  general  farming  business.  Upon  it 
maj'  be  found  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of 
sheep,  and  some  •^12,0(i(i  worth  of  wool  and  sheep 
were  sold  from  this  farm  last  year.  This  gentle- 
man was  born  in  the  township  of  Alanchester,  On- 
tario Counter,  N.  Y.,  January  23,  1830.  His  father, 
Ilenson  Walker,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  being- 
born  near  Baltimore,  where  he  had  his  early  edu- 
cation. He  there  married  Matilda  Arnei,  a  native 
of  Maryland,  and  soon  after  that  union  removed 
to  New  York,  and  located  in  Ontario  County, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1835.    He  stopped 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


201 


I'ur  ;i  IVw  months  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  then 
coming  on  to  Livingston  County,  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  29. 

The  first  home  of  the  family  in  this  county  was 
the  one  that  was  hastily  erected  by  them  after 
their  arrival.  It  was  the  log  shanty  covered  with 
bark,  measuring  15x15  feet  and  had  a  slab  floor 
and  stick  chimney.  In  this  they  lived  for  al>out  a 
year,  after  which  they  built  another  log  house, 
which  had  no  floor  and  there  they  lived  for  two 
years.  The  place  was  improved  and  in  the  course 
of  time  a  frame  house  was  erected,  in  which  tiic 
family  resided  until  the  father's  death  in  1857. 
lie  was  an  earnest  and  active  Republican  and  a 
l)rominent  man  in  tho>c  early  days.  The  mother 
(if  our  sul)jec1  lived  lt>  reach  the  extreme  age  of 
ninety-two  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  five  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  his  first 
education  was  taken  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  with  a 
stick  chimney  and  slab  seats  in  Oceola  Township. 
He  finished  his  schooling  in  the  log  schoolhouse  on 
section  21,  remaining  with  his  father  until  after 
he  gained  his  majority.  The  happy  married  life 
of  Mr.  Walker,  began  November  12,  1851,  when  he 
was  married  to  Dorcas  E..  second  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Dorcas  (Smith)  llard\.  Thi.s  lady 
was  born  in  Livingston  County,  X.  Y.,  C)ctolier3(), 
1837,  and  was  thirteen  years  old  when  she  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents,  who  settled  upon  sec 
tion  17,  Oceola  Township.  Both  parents  lived  to 
a  good  old  age  the  father  dying  when  seventy-two 
years  old  and  the  mother  living  to  complete  eighty- 
one  years. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  wedded  couple  was 
in  a  log  house,  20x22  feet  in  dimensions  located 
on  secti<jn  17,  Oceola  Township.  After  one  year 
in  tills  house  they  removed  to  the  [iresent  location 
Mud  made  their  home  in  another  log  house.  .Vfter 
clearing  up  and  impi'oving  the  farm  they  began 
to  think  of  having  ii  better  residence,  and  erected 
the  pleasant  house  in  which  they  now  live  in 
186(1.  He  fenced  his  land,  set  out  orchards, 
built  barns,  and  put  the  place  in  a  first-class  ccm- 
ditioii. 

With  the  exception  of  two  who  died  in  infancy. 


the  seven  children  who  blessed  this  primitive  home 
have  grown  up  to  oct'upy  positions  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  community.  They  are  as  follows: 
Sarah  Emma  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Young,  and 
has  now  passed  from  this  life;  Adelbert  resides 
upon  a  farm  in  this  ^township  and  has  taken  to 
wife  Julia  Brown,  who  has  presented  to  him  two 
children — Ollie  and  (4oldie;  Phfcbe  .J.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  .James  Eilkin,  resides  in  Howell  Township, 
and  is  the  mother  of  the  following  children — Arn- 
old. Dexter  and  Herbert;  .luddie  resides  at  home; 
and  I]lsie,  now  Mrs.  Elmer  Armstrong,  resides  in 
llartland  Township. 

Our  subject  has  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
good  land  on  his  home  place,  one  hundred  acres  on 
section  29.  all  under  cultivation,  as  well  as  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  finely  tilled  land  in  Howell  Township. 
He  also  h.as  a  half  interest  in  a  flouring  mill  in 
llartland  Township,  known  as  the  Parshall  mill, 
besides  property  in  the  city  of  Howell.  All  this 
has  been  acquired  by  his  own  efforts,  seconded  by 
the  helpfulness  of  his  faithful  companion,  as  they 
began  without  capital.  He  has  given  his  son 
Adelbert  eighty  acres,  a  good  hou.se  and  barn  and 
all  the  other  appurtenances  of  a  first-class  farm. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  bringing  up  a  little 
grandson,  Herbert  AValker  Eilkin,  the  son  of  their 
second  daughter.  His  political  views  have 
brought  him  into  active  co-operation  with  the 
Bepublican  party,  in  wliicli  he  has  great  con- 
fidence, and  for  which  he  is  glad  to  cast  his 
vote. 


HUl.STIAN  BKEISCll.  The  Northern  Cen- 
^,  tral  States  are  so  productive  of  grain  that 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  milling  liusiness 
should  have  representatives  not  (mly  in  the  large 
cities,  which  are  the  centers  of  trade,  as  in  Minne- 
apolis, St.  Paul,  Duluth  "and  Chicago,  but  every 
town  of  any  pretentions  whatever  h.as  mills  that 
are  equipped  with  the  latest  and  most  approved 
a])plianees  for  converting  our  cereals  into  the  far- 
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inacious  products.  Many  of  the  largest  of  these 
mills  are  owned  and  conducted  by  Germans,  who 
show  special  aptitude  for  conducting  the  mechani- 
cal portion  of  the  business  as  well  as  the  broader 
management  of  exporting,  and  finding  a  market 
that  shall  bring  in  the  highest  returns.  The  city 
of  Lansing,  being  so  accessible  to  the  grain  dis- 
tricts by  rail  is  an  important  point  for  shipping 
grain  to  tlie  mill,  and  of  the  mills  of  this  kind  none 
are  larger  or  more  important  than  that  of  which 
our  subject  is  manager. 

The  flnely-equipped  mill  in  North  Lansing  en- 
joys the  general  oversight  of  Christian  Breisch, 
who  was  one  of  its  organizers,  the  organization 
taking  form  and  becoming  an  accepted  fact  in 
March,  1889.  It  was  officered  as  follows:  J.  F. 
Schultz,  President;  D.  C.  Hurd,  Vice-President; 
Charles  H.  Osborn,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  and 
Mr.  Breisch,  Manager.  He  is  also  one  of  the  largest, 
in  fact  the  principal  stockholder.  The  North  Lan- 
sing Milling  Company  built  their  present  mill  in 
1889.  The  building  comprises  four  stories  with  a 
basement.  It  has  a  frontage  of  forty  feet  and  is 
sixty  feet  deep  and  has  a  capacity  of  turning  oiil 
two  hundred  ;iik1  fifty  l)arrels  ])er  day.  The  mo- 
tive power  employed  is  steam  and  also  water. 

Mr.  Breisch,  who  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
of  young  men,  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director 
in  the  People's  Savings  Bank  and  in  fact  almost 
every  enteriJrise  that  has  the  least  prospect  and 
promise  of  a  successful  issue  is  not  complete  without 
his  name  as  an  active  and  interested  agent.  Be- 
sides the  mill  above  spoken  of  the  North  Lansing 
Company  have  leased  the  Pearl  Mill.  It  also  lias 
a  capacity  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  per  day 
and  the  motive  power  used  here  is  also  steam  and 
water.  Both  these  mills  employ  the  full  roller  jtro- 
cess,  by  which  flour  is  turned  out  so  mucli  more 
easily  and  quickly  and  is  also  lietter  and  whiter 
than  by  the  old  process. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  State  and  although 
he  has  come  to  the  front  so  early  as  a  business  man 
of  the  best  and  higliest  qualifications,  he  is  still 
very  young  and  much  may  be  expected  of  him  in 
the  future  in  commercial  life.  He  was  born  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  July  13,  1863.  His  father. 
Christian  Breiscli.  Sr..   was  a  native  of   Germany 


and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  His  grand- 
father, Gotlieb  Breisch,  was  a  butcher  in  the  Fath- 
erland, but  brought  his  family  to  America  at  a 
very  early  day,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
butcher  liusiness.  He  came  to  Lansing  Township 
and  tiough  a  farm,  settling  at  an  early  day  in  Ing- 
man  County  where  he  remained  for  some  years. 

Our  subject's  father  was  also  a  Ijutcher  and  he 
engaged  in  his  calling  for  a  nurnlier  of  years.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Reliellion  he  enlisted  in  the 
war,  first  serving  as  a  private,  but  was  advanced 
to  an  officer's  post  in  Custer's  Brigade  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  when  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  came  to  Lansing  where  he 
engaged  in  the  butcher's  business.  He  was  drowned 
in  Grand  River  at  the  head  of  the  race  December 
29, 1876,  breaking  through  the  ice  while  attempting 
to  cross  the  river.  Our  subject's  mother  was  Bar- 
liara  (io.ss.  She  was  born  in  Germany  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Lansing  where  she  enjoys  the  knowl- 
edge that  her  children  have  become  lionored  and 
respected  citizens,  her  son  taking  a  prominent 
place  in  the  municipal  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  city.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  The 
elder,  Carrie,  is  now  ilrs.  Langenbacher,  of  this 
city.  The  younger  is  our  subject.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  married  a  .second  time  to  Andrew  Lan- 
genbacher. By  this  marriage  siie  became  the 
mother  of  one  child  whose  name  is  Robby. 

Mr.  Breisch  was  reared  and  educated  to  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  in  this  city.  At  the  age  above 
mentioned  he  went  to  Marshall  and  apprenticed 
himself  to  a  cabinet  and  furniture  maker  for  a 
term  of  tliree  years.  During  this  time  he  worked 
under  Mr.  J.  F.  Gauss.  Then  he  returned  and  en- 
tered the  emjjloy  of  D.  W.  &  INI.  .7.  Buck,  where  he 
remained  for  seven  years.  September  1,  1885,  he 
left  this  employ  and  Mrs.  Langenbacher  being  the 
owner  of  the  Pearl  Mill  early  in  1886  our  subject 
rented  it  and  at  once  engaged  in  milling,  continu- 
ing to  conduct  it  until  1889  on  his  own  account. 

In  1888  the  old  plant  was  burned  during  the 
month  of  December  and  soon  after  our  subject 
showed  his  enterprise  by  immediately  setting  about 
organizing  a  company  to  liuild  up  a  new  mill  and 
remf)del  the  old.  Both  mills  have  a  capacity  of  live 
hiMidred  barrels  a  day.  which  is  the  largest  manu- 
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factuve  of  flour  in  the  State  outside  of  Detroit.  The 
company  buy  their  wheatat  the  elevator.--  jukI  slii)) 
to  the  Eastern  markets,  liaving  a  harge  market  in 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  However,  most  of  their 
products  are  sent  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  and 
thev  enjoy  a  large  local  trade.  The  leading  brand 
which  is  manufactured  here  bears  the  attractive 
name  "Morning  Glory"  and  it  is  a  favorite  grade 
of  Hour  with  housewives  in  this  iinrtiuii  of  the 
country. 

Profiting  by  the  advice  given  in  scrijituics.  that  it 
is  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  Mr.  Breisch  was 
in  the  city  of  Lansing  September  2(5.  18HK.  to  Miss 
Emma  Cu.shing.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  liaving  been  l)oin  in  that  beautiful  little 
seminary  town — C'azenovia.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  R.  C'ushing.  now  a  real-estate  man  in  De- 
troit. !Mrs.  Breisch  received  her  educatidu  for  the 
most  part  in  this  city.  She  is  a  charming  woman 
with  attractive  personellc  and  i)leasing,  affable 
manners.  One  child  has  l)lessed  this  union — a 
daughei-  who  is  called  Irene. 

The  original  of  our  .-sketch  is  a  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted >Lason  and  has  attained  to  the  Royal  Arch 
dcuree.  He  is  in  his  jtolitical  preference  a  Demo- 
crat and  uses  his  influence  and  vote  in  tlic  service 
of  that  i)arty.  In  religious  matters  he  is  liberal; 
his  wife,  however,  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church. 


-^ 


ENKY  B.  BAKER.  A.  M.,  j\L  D..  Fellow  of 
)l|  the   Royal  ^leteorologieal    Society  of   Lon- 


don, honorary  member  of  the  French 
•^  Society  of  Hygiene,  Ex-President  of 
the  American  Public  Health  Association,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health, 
etc.,  was  liorn  at  Brattleboro.  ^'t.,  December 
29.  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Ezra  and  Deborah 
K.  (Bigelow)  Baker.  AVhen  twelve  years  of  age 
he  removed,  however,  with  his  step-father  to  Mich- 
igan, his  own  father  having  died  when  oiu-  sub- 
ject was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  family  set- 
tled in   Bunker    Hill,    Ingham  Countv.  and    there 


lived  about  a  year,  when  they  removed  to  Mason 

in  the  year  \x.'>il  ( >ur  subject's  education  began 
in  his  native  State,  and  w.as  continued  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Michigan.  He  left  home  and  liegan 
woi'k  for  himself  liefore  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  worked  and  attended  school  at  intervals. 

jVt  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  Dr.  Baker 
was  teaching  school  in  Southern  Illinois.  Here- 
turned  to  Michigan  and  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, reading  with  Dr.  I.  11.  Bartholomew,  at  Lan- 
sing. He  attended  medical  lectures  and  pursued 
tlie  study  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan in  l«(il-62.  In  the  summer  of  \HiV2.  unable 
to  longer  resist  the  zeal  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  in  Company 
A,  composed  of  young  men  from  the  State  capital 
— clerks  and  men  of  that  station  in  Ijansiiig.  He 
served  during  the  first  two  years  as  Hospital 
Steward,  and  during  the  last  year  was  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  medical  charge  of  the  regiment.  His 
first  two  years,  however,  were  memorable  ones  to 
him  in  that  he  was  enabled  to  gain  much  jiractice 
and  valuable  iiifoi-mation  in  surgery,  being  in 
reality  an  assistant  at  the  operating  table  whenever 
and  wherever  there  were  battles  in  which  iiis  di- 
vision was  engaged.  He  was  present  at  about  every 
battle  in  which  his  regiment  took  |)art.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returiiecl  to  Lansing,  wliere  he  con- 
tinued reading   medicine. 

The  next  nine  months  of  Dr.  Baker's  career  were 
spent  in  New  York  in  work  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  in  which  he  was  a  .student;  and 
he  was  graduated  from  this  institution  in  the 
S])riiig  of  18()(;.  Immediately  after  receiving  his 
dii)l<)ma.  he  returned  to  Lansing  and  began  to 
practice  medicine  with  Dr.  I.  H.  Baitholomew. 
The  following  two  years  were  sjient  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Wenona,  now  called  West  Bay 
City.  At  the  ex|)iration  of  that  time  he  again  re- 
turned to  Lansing  in  1870,  as  one  of  a  committee 
from  the  State  Medical  Society  to  superintend  the 
coiii])ilation  of  vital  statistics  collected  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  Many  of  the  forms  ot  the  tables 
employed  in  the  statistics  mentioned  during  the 
[)ast  twenty  yeiu-s  have  been  designed  by  Dr. 
Bakci-  duriiiu'  the  thirteen  vears  that  he  had  charge 
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of  tlio  <-(iniiiilntioii  of  these  statistics.  \\'Ih'1i  \w 
(■aiiic  liciT.  in  l.sTd.  he  iirutiiflit  witii  liiiii  :i  liill  ilc- 
sii>iit'(l  lo  cieate  a  State  Board  of  Health,  wliii-li  at 
that  tiiue  was  an  innovation,  thci'e  lu'inu'  only  one 
or  two  States  in  the  I'nion  ;it  tliat  timr  wliieli 
Hurc  tlins  >u|)i)iied.  'I'lii'  liill  that  Dr.  Baker  made 
dittci'efl  from  i)i-eredin,<;'  ones  in  that  it  jirovided 
for  an  ad\isor\'  lioard.  it  w.as  not  inti'ndi.'<l  to 
nsur|(  fnn(ii<in>  nf  local  lioaril>.  Iml  to  d<_i  a  S'en- 
craliziuL;  ivork  which  they  could  not  ])crform,  and 
to  collect  the  r<'sult^  of  the  wmU  of  each  local 
hoards,  which  could  he  compared  with  advantayf 
with  the  >lalislii>  from  other  State  hoards.  Di-. 
I'.akei-  lielie\('(l  that  liy  lhi>  jneasure  a  nH>re  gen- 
eral knowlcdnf  couhl  he  i;ained  of  disease  and 
Miccessful  treatment  of  the  same.  This  proposed 
Itill  was  diseus.sed  with  piiiminent  niemhei's  of  the 
medical  ))rofession  and  leoislators.  and  otliei'  per- 
sons who  were  eapalile  and  competent  judges  of 
the  (|Uestion  offered  then'  suosjestions  .and  correc- 
tions. >o  that  the  hill  was  made  as  pei-fect  as  |ios- 
sibie.  it  wa>  |)re>ented  \n  ijie  l.i'ei-laturc  <if  liSTd- 
71  hy  Senator  ( '|-a\atli.  tluMinf  llii~  county.  It 
did  not.  however,  became  a  law.  but  doubtless  its 
discussion  led  to  a  deeper  con>ideration  of  thisnn)st 
important  matter. 

Instead  of  returniny'  to  his  pr.acticc.  a-  he  li:id 
intended.  Di'.  P>aker  remained  in  the  ollici'  of 
Se<M-etary  of  State  and  was  engaged  as  Superin- 
tendendent  in  the  compilation  of  \ital  >tatistics 
and  also  the  general  statistics  of  .Michigan  of 
1m7(i.  This  last  compilation  was  made  from  data 
collected  for  tile  Ninth  rnite<l  States  census,  and 
formed  a  \oluuie  comprising  eight  hnndi'Cfl  and 
thirty-live  pages.  M  the  laying  of  the  coi-iu'i-- 
stime  of  the  State  Capitol  the  Hon.  \\'illiam  A. 
Howard,  whc)  made  the  principal  address  on  that 
occasion,  based  his  remarks  largely  upon  thi,-  .sta- 
tistical report,  contrasting  the  resources  of  the 
State  in  1)^70  with  .a  report  made  to  Conyre.ss  by 
a  commis.sion  that  visited  the  .State  early  in  its  liis- 
tor3'.  They  reported  to  Congress  that  there  was 
no  land  in  Michigan  lit  foi'  cultivati<m,  it  being 
one  vast  swamp.  In  sti-iking  contra.st  to  this  state- 
ment were  the  facts  proved  by  the  statistics  in  tlie 
x'olume  whicli  our  subject  conijjiled.  and  which 
showed  Michigan   to  be  one  of  the  foi'emost  States 


in  the  I'nion  in  farm  products  and  commercial  re- 
.-(.luice-.  The  nnmbei-  of  lioth  public  and  private 
M-hool,-  and  churches  conijjared  favoral)ly  with 
those  of  older  States,  .and  most  particularlv  was 
the  health  of  the  people  proved    to  lie  exceptional. 

\l  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  1872- 
7.'!.  Dr.  1.  II.  liarthohiniew.  of  Lansing,  first  M.ayor 
of  the  city,  and  many  times  re-elected,  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  loi-  the  especial  pni-posc  of  ad- 
vocating the  establishment  (if  the  State  lioard  of 
Health,  according  to  the  bill  xvhich  oui-  subject  li.ad 
pieviously  submittcil.  Ilis  diligent  labor  thrcnigh- 
out  the  session  was  ca'owned  with  success,  and  the 
boai'd  became  an  establislicil  I'.acI  .Inly  .'iO.  1!S7.'1. 
\\  its  first  meeting  oui  suliject  was  unanimously 
elected  its  pei'inanent  Secietaiy.  which  position  he 
has  tilled  to  the  pi'C.sent  time.  The  design  of  the 
bo.aid.  and  the  plan  of  its  work  h.ad  .already  been 
dettamined  by  the  liill.  which  had  been  framed, 
rc\ise(l  and  peifected  by  Dr.  Uakca'.  therefore  the 
carrying  out  of  the  pl.an.  while  entailing  much 
\\(irk.  was  at  the  same  tinu'  pleasant,  the  ean.se 
being  de.ar  t<i  him.  Dr.  ISaker  has  brought  much 
enthusiasm  to  the  work.  Foi'  the  first  few  years 
the  lioard  had  a  desjierate  struggle  for  existence. 
Not  only  were  the  people  at  large  antagonistic  lo 
it  through  iu'norance  of  the  .scope  and  design  of 
llie  work,  but  there  was  active  op|)osition  from 
nuai  who  thought  their  money  interests  antago- 
ni/.e<l.  The  movement  foi'  thi'  control  of  danger- 
ous illuminating  oil  was  met  with  persistent  ojipo- 
sitiou  from  oil  refiners.  Dr.  Baker  jiei'formed 
many  e.x))eriments  with  oil  lamps  and  testing  a|i- 
jiaratus  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  facts  .as  re- 
gards the  source  of  danger,  and  the  results  of 
these  exi)eriments  are  on  recoid  in  the  earlier  re- 
ports of  the  .State  Board  of  Health. 

Our  subject  has  kept  up  his  a.ssociation  with  the 
City  Medical  Society  and  the  .State  .Medical  As- 
sociation, ami  ha-  been  instrnmental  in  creating 
other  asioi'iations  especially  designed  for  the  pro- 
iiKition  of  public  health.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  .\merican  Public  Health  .Association  since 
1X7.').  and  was  President  of  the  .Association  in 
IKlSD-th).  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  i-on- 
ference  of  the  State  Boards  of  Health,  which  is  in 
reality  a  league  of  the    State    Boards    which    our 
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subject  has  been  instrumental  in  establishing.  To  ! 
a  certain  limited  extent  it  tills  the  office  of  wliat 
should  lie  a  National  Board  of  Health,  which  foi- 
a  few  years  the  National  Government  maintained. 
"The  National  Board  of  Health  was  established 
through  a  hill  introduced  in  Congress  by  the  Hon. 
Jonas  11.  ]Mc(iowan,  of  Michigan,  at  the  instance 
of  Dr.  Bakei'.  who  for  years  has  been  lalioring  to 
that  end,  and  because  of  a  great  epidemic  of  yel- 
low fever  he  was  able  to  see  his  designs  fulfilled. 
Congress,  however,  failing  to  support  it,  the  Na- 
tional Board  came  to  an  untimely  end.  Dr.  Baker 
is  also  an  honorary  member  of  several  medical  so- 
cieties, and  for  many  years  has  been  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion. I 

In  connection  with  the  other  work  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  Dr.  liaker  has  used  his  odd  mo- 
ments for  the  building  up  of  a  sanitary  climatol- 
ogy. Some  of  the  papers  contributed  are  as  fol- 
lows: ''Causation  of  Cold  Weather  Diseases"  and 
"Causation  of  Pneumonia."  These  papers  appeared 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Michigan  State  Board 
of  Health  in  IfSlsO.  -Relations  of  certain  meteoro- 
logical conditions  to  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air 
passages  as  shown  by  statistical  and  other  evi- 
dences." This  appeared  iu  the  report  of  iss.s. 
"The  Climatic  Causation  of  Consumption,"  which 
appeared  in  the  journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  in  the  months  of  .T.anuary  and  Febru- 
ary, 1890.  "Relations  of  Certain  Meteorological 
Conditions  to  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Air  Pas- 
sages in  Colorado,"  which  ajipear  in  the  trans- 
acti(ms  of  the  American  Climatological  Association, 
for  the  meeting  held  at  Denver,  Col.,  in  18S)0. 
"Causation  of  Influenza."  which  appeared  in  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  in  April,  1!^91.  The  jiaper  "Notes  on  Re- 
lation of  Rain  Fall  and  Water  Sup])ly  to  Cholera" 
appeared  in  the  transactions  of  the  American  Pub- 
lic Health  Association  in  volume  11,  and  has  beeu 
favorably  commented  upon  and  used  by  health 
authorities,  and  regarded  with  especial  favor  by 
the  medical  society  in  Calcutta.  India,  the  home  of 
cholera. 

In  this  series  of  papers  should  be  mentioned  one 
on  the  "Scientific  Collective  Investigation  of  Dis- 


ease" that  appeared  in  the  journal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  in  October.  1887.  and 
which  gives  an  outline  of  the  system  employed  by 
the  ^Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  in  making  sta- 
tistics of  sickness  and  disease.  Also  in  1888  ap- 
peared an  important  paper  in  the  journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  on  "Malaria  and  the 
Causation  of  Periodic  Fever."  An  article  on  "Ma- 
laria and  the  Causation  of  Intermittent  Fever" 
appeared  in  the  journal  of  the  American  Jledical 
Association  October  18,  1890.  A  paper  on  the 
'■Causation  of  Intluenza  and  some  allied  diseases, 
with  suggestions  for  their  prevention"  was  read 
before  a  section  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  N.ashville,  Tenn.,  in  May,  1890,  and  is  a 
summing  up  of  the  facts  concerning  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  known  to  have  existed  during 
epidemics  of  influenza  from  the  year  15 10  to  M.ay, 
1890.  Also  each  one  of  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  has  contained 
comparative  tallies  showing  the  relations  of  mete- 
orological conditions  to  each  of  the  important 
diseases  for  the  jear  preceding. 

Another  series  of  papers,  on  another  topic,  is 
that  written  by  Dr.  Baker  on  the  restriction  and 
prevention  of  dangerous  communicable  diseases. 
These  papers  have  been  jirepared  and  read  at 
various  sanitary  conventions  that  have  been  held 
in  the  State  of  Michigan.  More  or  less  work  has 
also  lieeu  done  by  our  subject  on  the  several  special 
treatises  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  on 
the  restriction  and  prevention  of  small-pox,  scar- 
let fever,  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  consumption 
and  measles.  The  thirty-eight  one  thousand  page 
volumes  of  copies  of  letters  sent  out  from  the 
office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  contain  ad- 
vice to  local  officers  throughout  the  State  on  pub- 
lic health  work.  During  the  existence  of  this 
board  the  public  health  laws  of  the  State  have 
beeu  compiled  at  three  different  times  under  Dr. 
Baker's  direction.  The  last  vohnne  is  entitled 
"Laws  of  the  State  of  ^Michigan  relating  to  the 
public   health  in  force  in  1890." 

Dr.  Baker  w.as  married  to  Miss  Fannie  H.  How- 
ard, a  daughter  of  Sanford  Howard,  who  was 
at  the  time  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture,  at   Lansing.     The   marriage  was   sol- 
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emnised  at  Lansino;.  September  9.  1867.  They  are 
till'  i)ar('nts  of  ?ix  oliilflreii,  five  sons  and  out' 
(lauiiliter.  Two  iif  the  suns  arc  (U'ci-ascd.  Tlic 
li\iiiii  children  are  Iluward  15..  Ilcnrv  1'...  .Ir.,  liur- 
toii  .Vdaiiis  and  Helen  F.  Oui-  suliject  helped  to 
estal)lish  the  .Masonic  lodi;e  a1  We.st  Hay  City, 
and  is  slill  a  nu'inlici-;  lint  was  made  a  Mason  in 
L(nli;e  Xo.  -S.M.  in  Lansinu.  Ii.avini;'  entered  in 
1H;')<S.  llci--  a  nicuilierof  the  Masonic  Chapter. 
.No.  '.I.  of  l.an.sing.  anfl  of  Coimnandery,  Xo.  11. 
K.  '!'..  .'il  Ionia.  .Socially  lie  lielongs  to  the  I'  and 
I  ('lull,  of    Lansino-. 

Elsewhere  in  this  \'oluiiic  the    reader  will  notice    j 
a  litliogrnphic  portrait  of  Dr.  Baker.  ' 


/if^  ll.VKLKS  \V.  UK.VKDSLKV.  Tliis  |Mipnlar 
jli  gentleman    has  been    engaged    in    the   diy 

^^/J  goods  business  for  o\-ei-  twenty-liAc  years 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  le.-iding  meich.anls  of 
Williamston.  His  father  was  Whitmore  Beards- 
ley,  son  of  Aram  Beardsley  <)f  \'ermont.  who  ;it  an 
early  day  removed  his  family  to(iene,see  (dinit\. 
N.  Y.  .Vfter  the  ih'alh  of  his  lirst  wife  he  married 
a  Miss  Barkei-  wlm  became  the  mother  of  Whit- 
more Beardsles .  The  grandfather  of  oiu'  subject 
took  ])art  in  the  War  of  1812.  but  followed  farm- 
ing through  life,  spending  iiis  last  years  in  Erie 
County.  .\.  \ .  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1876, 
when  each  had  reached  the  venerable  age  of  four- 
score and  ten   years. 

(ienesce  County  was  the  native  home  of  Whit- 
more IJeard.sley.  and  there  he  was  married  to  Diana 
Vedder  a  grand-daughter  of  .lereraiah  Spaulding. 
To  this  eon)jle  were  Ijorn  two  sons,  Charles  AV.  and 
(ieorge  15.  In  1856  the  family  removed  from  Erie 
County,  X.  Y..  to  Wheatfield  Township.  Ingham 
County,  and  after  ten  years  Mr.  Beardsley  made 
his  home  in  Perry  Township,  Shiawassee  (\)unty. 
where  he  resided  for  another  decade  and  finally 
died  while  with  his  son  Charles  at  Williamston. 
He  was  a  fur  Imyer  and  followed  that  Imsiness  for 
a  series  of  years.  He  belonged  to  the  ( )rder  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  he    and    his    wife    were  both  at- 


tached to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  political 
views  led  him  into  symiiathy  with  the  Republican 
party  and  he  was  a  .Supervi-sor  both  in  Wheatfield 
and  Perry  for  several  terms. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  hi.-~  birth  in  Erie 
County.  N.  Y..  in  1844,  and  was  twelve  years  old 
when  he  migrated  with  his  parents  to  Michigan. 
Upon  reaching  his  majority  he  took  a  iiosition  as 
clerk  with  II.  II.  Spaulding  of  AVilliamston.  and  at 
the  end  of  six  years  purch.ased  Jlr.  .Spaulding's  in- 
terest and  carried  on  the  business  alone  for  a  year. 
.^fter  this  he  was  at  \Mrious  times  in  jjartnership 
with  ^Ir.  Bowernian  .■ind  with  .Mr.  Ilortoii.  his 
father-in-law.  but  i~  now  cMirying  on  the  enter- 
prise alone  and  has  a  well  selected  stock  of  dry- 
goods,  boots  and  shoes.  lie  is  also  one  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  State  Bank  at  Williamston. 

Mis  marriage  with  ^lary  A.,  daughter  of  Thomas 
•■ind  Soplii.-i  Ilorton.  took  ]ilace  in  1875  at  William- 
ston. Further  mention  is  made  of  this  popular 
and  respected  family  upon  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume. To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
Unci'  children — (ieorge  H..  Fred  R.  and  Kate  M.. 
.■111(1  all  arc  still  at  hoiiie.  The  political  principles 
of  Mr.  Beardsley  being  in  symijathy  with  the  Re- 
publican )>arty.  an<l  his  energy  and  enterpri.se,  as 
well  as  the  confidence  which  his  neighbors  repo.se 
in  him  have  made  him  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  a  Trustee  of  the  village  and  President  of 
the  Coniinon  Council.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  plans  of  that  organiza- 
tion. • 


tan^t  II  t  p  Iw   p  ^1^ 


?      I     '     I     '    I     I    (       I     I 


ASON  I).  (  IIA'rrFU'TON  w;is  horn  in 
.Mount  Holly,  l.'iitl.-ind  County.  \'t..  Auuiist 
;'i.  l.s.'JS.  .iiiuc  ■>.  If<.')l.  he  came  to  .Michi- 
g;iii  with  his  jiMients.  two  brothers  and  w 
sister,  and  stop|)ed  temporarily  with  C.  I).  Wolcott 
in  North  Farmington.  Oakland  (  oiiiity.  while  his 
father  prospected  for  a  home,  (in  the  2:^d  of  the 
same  month  bis  father  bought  a  farm  of  Horace 
Havens,  two  miles  west  of  the  village  of  Okemos. 
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ill  .Mi'iiduin  Towiishi]).  Inuliam  County,  aiul  on 
.Inly  7  t'lillnwiiiii-  the  fjiniily  feinoved  to  this  ptacf. 
Tin-  |iarent>  nl"  (Uir  sulijeut  weiv  Daniel  .-niil 
I'.i'tscy  (.li'wi'tl)  Clialtorton.  'I'lie  falluT  was  horn 
iM'lirnary  12.  IHilfS.  and  was  the  youngest  son  of 
I  ).-i\  id  (  liatlrrton.  After  thf  death  of  his  fatln'r 
he  |iui'ehase<l  from  the  other  heirs  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  born  in  Nermoiit.  and  there  he 
resided  unlil  .lime.  1  K.")  1 .  Their  home  in  Meridian 
was  for  several  years  in  a  log  house  in  the  midst 
of  lieavily  timhered  land.  lie  continued  to  live 
there  unlil  the  time  of  his  death,  improvine  the 
farm  and  niaUinu'  a  lionu'  until  it  iiecame  a  heaiiti- 
ful  place. 

Daniel  Chatterton  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the 
IJaptist  C  liurch  while  residiuii:  in  Vermont  and  wa> 
an  etiicient  and  oenerons  jielper.  lie  died  Ajiril 
;».  li^i()().  and  his  wife  ff)llowed  him  eleven  years 
later;  both  .are  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Mei-i- 
dian.  I'^jith  lie  and  his  wife  were  oreatly  beloved 
in  the  locality  in  which  they  lived.  They  were 
true  Christians  and  lived  closely  U>  the  principles 
that  iiuide  the  life  of  a  follower  of  the  meek  .-md 
lowl\    (  >iie. 

Mason  I),  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  (4eorge  .\..  now  of 
Mt.  Pleasant;  Sarah  K..  the  wife  t>f  Augustus  L. 
Sturges.  now  of  Okenios.  Ingham  County:  .ind 
.lewett  K..  now  .-i  resident  of  .Mt.  Pleasant. 

(  )nr  snbjecl  was  the  lirsl  stuiU'lit  ex;uiiine(l  and 
admilteil  to  the  .Vgricultural  College,  where  he 
rem:niied  for  three  years.  After  that  he  spent  one 
\ear  in  llu'  St.atc  Normal  Sehool.  and  March  27. 
1S(J1.  graduated  from  the  law  deiiartment  of  the 
Michigan  rniversity.  receiving  the  degree  of 
liachelor  of  Laws,  and  afterward  the  degree  of 
.Master  of  .Science  from  the  Agricultural  College. 
Me  determined  to  devote  liimself  to  the  legal  pro- 
fession and  went  into  the  study  preparatory  for 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  calling  with  all  the 
energy  that  has  characterized  his  whole  student 
course.  .M;irch  2.'1.  l.Hfil.he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  .Michigan,  and  .September  2.  l!^74.  to  the 
bar  of  Inited  States  courts.  He  has  held  many 
municipal  offices,  and  was  an  incumben!  of  the 
office  of  Town  Clerk  for  the  township  of  Meridian 
for  the  vears  1  8(il-(}2-(i.3;  was  elected  to  llie  oflice  of 


(  iicuit  t  ourt.  Conunissioner  of  Ingham  County. 
;ind  held  that  position  for  four  years,  from  1864 
to  iscii.  He  was  also  elected  to  the  office  of  .hidge 
of  the  Probate  Court  of  Ingham  County  and 
ser\ed  as  such  from  .lanuary  1.  187;i.  to  .lanuarv 
I.  \xx\.  He  was  President  of  the  village  (now 
city)  of  .Mason  for  the  year  1K72.  The  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  of  lepreseiiting  the  Sixth 
Congressional  District  of  .Michigan  in  the  Xatioiml 
Ke]jnblican  Convention  which  nominated  .lames 
(i.  Rlaiiie  for  President.  The  a(hlitional  honor 
was  tendered  him  in  l)ssi  of  ap|jointmenl  as 
Cnited  States  Consul  to  .Vuckland.  New  Zealand, 
bnt  this  honor  was  declined. 

Mr.  Chatterton  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
:it  Okenios  in  1861.  Thence  he  removed  lo^Ia.son 
in  the  spring  of  186.')  and  came  to  Lansing  in  De- 
cember, 1886.  While  a  resident  of  Mason  he  was 
elected  President  of  tlic  Fanners'  Bank,  being 
elected  to  this  office  on  tlie  organization  of  the 
institution  —  Inne  7.  l^iiSfi.  He  has  held  that  posi- 
ti(jn  ever  since.  In  IM82  he  spent  one  hundred 
ilays  in  Europe,  .sight-seeing,  at  the  same  time  act- 
ing as  special  correspoiideiil  of  the  L.ansing  Sfatf 
Republican. 

In  1 1^8><  Mr.  Chatterton  (ommenci'd  writing  a 
book  on  the  law  and  practice  in  Probate  Courts. 
This  is  being  jiushed  to  completion  as  fast  as  ])Os- 
sible,  and  from  the  )>rospectns  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  \aluable  .addition  to  legal  libraries,  .lune  2. 
IHtil.hewas  united  in  marriage  with  jMiss  Mary  A. 
Morrison  of  Okenios.  This  union  has  lieen  blest 
bv  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  son.  I''loyd  M..  who  is 
now  attending  the  .Agricultural  College.  Mrs. 
Chatterton  is  a  daughter  of  Xorris  and  .lane  Mor- 
rison, who  came  to  this  county  at  :\  very  early 
(hn'  and  settled  on  a  farm  south  of  Okenios.  .She 
was  born  in  Ohio  February  20.  18;iU. 

\\'hate\er  success  ^li.  Chatterton  has  attained 
has  been  through  his  own  exertions.  Commencing 
.•It  the  bottom  ronnd  of  the  ladder  he  has  literally 
worked  his  way  tliro\igli  college,  boarding  himself 
.•md  living  in  sky  jiarlors.  He  knows  all  of  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  being  poor,  and 
entertains  a  true  symijatliy  for  those  who  are  bat- 
tling to  overcome  the  difficulties  that  lie  along  the 
pathway    of     one    in    straightened    circumstances. 
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He  has  attained  to  the  degree  of  Knight  Templar 
in  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  two 
banks  in  the  capital  city  and  in  one  at  Leslie. 
The  greater  [lart  of  his  attention  lias  been  given  to 
the  jiraetice  of  his  profession,  although  he  has 
dealt  more  or  less  in  mone3ed  securities  for  a 
number  of  years. 


s)  1^^^  •$*  *J*  *$*  *$*  I 


i/^^^ENRYC.  KLOCKSIEM.  Among  the  |.romi- 
nent  buMUcss  firms  of  Lansing  we  are 
ple.ased  to  mention  that  of  Klockseim  k 
s^/  Bailey,  dealers  in  real  estate,  who  have  also 
a  loan  oflice  and  insurance  business  in  which  our 
subject  has  lieen  engaged  for  the  last  nine  years. 
He  is  one  of  our  (ieiman-American  citizens  who 
are  a  credit  alike  to  the  land  of  their  birth  and  the 
country  of  their  adojition,  and  his  characteristic 
(ierniau  ((ualities  have  lieljied  to  keep  him  in  the 
\;\ii  among  the  leading  men  of  Lansing. 

Mr.  Klockseim  was  l)orn  in  Jiermany  in  Febru- 
ary. 11S19,  and  is  the  son  of  .lohn  and  Frederieka 
(Miller)  Khjckseim.  It  was  in  185tr,  when,  having 
come  to  this  country,  he  located  at  La  Porte,  Ind., 
wlieii'  he  leniained  for  some  time.  AVhile  there 
his  two  elder  brothers  were  in  the  United  States 
army,  and  took  part  in  the  War  of  the   Kclieliion. 

At  the  .age  of  eleven  years  our  subject  entered 
tiie  store  of  John  Richter.  which  was  a  general 
store  and  grocery,  and  remained  with  him  for 
twelve  years,  growing  up  from  a  little  errand  boy 
to  being  the  trusted  and  confidential  cleik,  and 
finally  managing  the  business  when  his  princijial 
was  away.  Mr.  Richter  is  the  only  man  f<ii-  whom 
INIr.  Klockseim  ever  worked,  as  when  he  was  t  went\  - 
three  years  old  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
at  La  Porte,  continuing  thus  for  eleven  years, 
although  the  last  eight  years  of  that  time  he  was 
in  this  city  carrying  on  his  business,  iiaving  a  full 
line  of  groceries  and  crockery. 

It  was  in  187G  that  ]\Ir.  Klockseim  came  to  Lan- 
sing, and  having  carried  on  his  store  for  some  time 
successfully  he  closed  it  out  and  with  Mr.  S.  H. 
IVIiller  opened  an  office  for  the  transaction  of  real 


estate,  loan  and  insurance  liu^iness.  This  |)artner- 
ship  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  ]\Iiller  in 
1888,  when  our  subject  associated  with  him  ^h-. 
.1.  W.  Bailey,  and  in  this  connection  has  remained 
up  to  the  present  date. 

At  the  i)resent  time  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  is  not  ofticially  connected  with  any  corpora- 
tion,although  he  has  been  connected  with  each  of  the 
banks,  lie  has  been  the  Alderman  and  Supervisor 
of  the  Fifth  "Ward  for  two  years,  and  also  of  the 
Fourth  Ward,  which  is  in  both  cases  ([uite  reniark- 
able,  as  both  wards  are  strongly  Democratic  while 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  lieen  such  from 
the  time  he  cast  his  first  majority  ballot.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  Masonic 
<»rdci\  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masonry,  having 
been  ma<le  !Mason  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge 
after  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 

The  happy  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
February  1,  1870,  and  he  was  then  united  to 
Miss  Anna  R.  Waitei-,  <>f  Sandusky  County.  Ohio, 
and  to  them  have  been  granted  one  lovely  daugh- 
ter—  Lilly  E.  Mrs.  Klocksiem  was  born  in  San- 
dusky County,  Ohio,  and  is  llie  daughter  of  .bihn 
L.  Walter,  a  farmer  in  that  region,  and  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  that  section  of  Ohio.  The 
lieautiful  residence  which  was  erected  by  our  sub- 
ject in  1888  is  in  a  delightful  part  of  Lansing, 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  citv. 


■y^ 


ILLIAM  K.  IIOSLEY.  We  have  here  a 
//  representative  of  one  of  the  first  families 
of  Livingston  County,  as  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  came  hither  from  ^Fadison  County, 
N.  v.,  in  18;Hi,  and  settled  in  Deerfield  Township, 
Here  he  took  seven  hundred  and  twentj-  acres  of 
tiovernment  land,  all  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
and  lived  upon  it  for  many  years,  subduing  it 
from  the  condition  of  a  wilderness  to  that  of  a 
highly  cultivated  farm.     His   first  home  was  a  log 
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Iiiiiisf  .-iiid  his  earlit'sl  lu'iohboi's  wfic  Iiulinns.  I  Mi;;.  IIosli'V.  This  gentleman  is  a  I'l-ohiliitionist 
wliilc  !hi'  best  I'dadways  wliicli  lie  foiinil  were  In-  !  in  his  political  \-iews  and  like  his  fatliei-  is  a  I'lii- 
dian   trails   nn<l    Mazed    ti'ees    were   the   only    simi        \ersalist  in   reliuiuns  lielief.      lie  came  to  Mieiiiijaii 

at  an  earlv  (hi\'.  heiny  one  of    the    first  in  Liviny- 


W  illiaiii  llosle\'.  a  .-on    of    this  iiioneer.  is  now  a 
letired  farmer  and  has  seen    many    years  of  expei- 


ston  County,  and  settled    at    Oak  (4i'ove  where  his 
son  William  K.    was    Imrn.      He    had    six  liiuidi'ed 


ienee  an<l  labor,  as  he  was  born    in  Sullivan.  Madi-       and  forty  acres  of  hea\'V  timber  and   establislied  a 
son  {'onntv.  N.  Y..  .lulv  7.    1S21.  and  is  the  son  of    ]    store,  besides  the  mills  of    which    we  lia\e  alreadv 


Joseph  and  Sarah  (Xorthroii)  llosley,  who  were 
natives  of  \ernn)n1  and  New  York  respectively. 
They  had  two  sons.  <iui-  ^uliject's  father.  William 
and  Holland.  His  political  \iew,~  lironi>hl  him  into 
alliance  with  the  Democratic  party  and  his  relig- 
ions convictions  made  him  a  member  of  tlie  I'ni- 
vei'salisl  (  liurcli.  while  hi>  wife  was  an  earnest 
.Methodist. 

William  llosley  received  lint  a  liTiiited  education 
and  remained  at  home  takinsi'  ch.irafe  of  the  fai'm 
until  the  death  of  his  parents,  when  the  propcrt\- 
came  into  his  jxissessioii.  He  lived  on  the  same 
for  inaiiy  years  and  lin.-ilh  purchased  a  yrist  mill 
and  ;i  sawmill  and  now  owns  one  hundred  .and 
forty  acres  of  land  besides  havina'  yiveii  a  farm  to 
t'ach  of  his  sons.  His  seven  children  art'  .Miner, 
lietsey.  Klijah.  Carrie.  William.  Ksther  and  Kmina. 
The  children  are  all  married  and  each  one  has  pre- 
tented  Iheir  proud  father  with  beautiful  vr.'ind- 
childrcn.  Miner  married  .Miss  Clara  Kneeland 
and  In-  three  children  are  Lula.  (uiy  and  Kda : 
I. Ilia  licina  now  Mrs.  Dickerson;  Metsey  is  Mrs. 
Miller,  wlio  has  two  children.  Ilelle  and  .Stephen, 
and  as  Belle  married  .Mr.  I'urdy  and  h;is  <me  child. 
Claude.  William  llosley  is  now  a  <i'reat-yrandl'ather. 
Klijah  marriefl  .Maria  Kawther  and  has  three  chil- 
dren—  William.  Xellie  and  'Slay:  Carrie  is  now 
Mrs.  Nickel  anil  has  one  child.  Millrosc:  Ksther. 
now  Mrs.  15eardsley.  has  live  children — i-^thel. 
Maud.  Claud.  Lloyd,  and  an  unnamed  infant. and 
Kmma  is  Mrs.  (■I'cen.  whose  two  children  are  Clyde 
and  .Mabel. 

'I"he  mother  of  this  famil\.  to  whom  William 
Hosley  was  united  in  \Ki\.  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  :\Iiss  Kliza  Beach.  She  died  in  !!-!',)( I.  and  .Ah'. 
H()sley  is  now  united  with  .Mrs.  Deborah  . I.  Cardell. 
dauij^hter  of  Lemuel  and  Mai\  Fnllei-.  who  had 
ten  chililren.  Only  Iwo  of  the  number  .-ire  now 
livincf,    i\fi>.    McFarland    of    .lacUson.    .Mich.,  and 


spoken.. 'ind  in  ISHl  removed  lo  a  larm  on  section 
l/i,  where  he  resided  until  1  H'.M .  when  he  lemoved 
to  the  villaii'e  of.  Howell,  lie.  like  many  others, 
had  a  very  decided  touch  of  the  u<ild  fe\er.  and  in 
|iursuit  of  that  precious  mclal  lia\'elcd  to  Pike's 
Peak  and  Xew  Mexico. 

W  illiam  K'.  llosley.  who  i>  farniim;  on  x'ctiim 
bi.  of  Howell  Townshi|i.  has  a  line  trad  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  and  is  also  a  liu\er  of 
stock  of  all  kinds  which  he  ship>  to  Detroit  and 
Buffalo.  He  has  a  beautiful  home  o\er  which  ))re- 
sides  the  lady  who  became  his  wife.  She  was 
known  ill  her  maiden  days  as  .lauct  .Millar,  and 
her  home  pri'vions  to  marriai>e  was  in  Detroit. 
The  birthplace  of  oui-  siibiccl  was  O.ak  (ir<ive.  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  lie  lirsl  .-.-iw  llie  lialil  .lime 
24.  l><o2.  lie  had  hi.-  ediic.-ition  in  his  new  hcmie 
and  started  onl  when  eighteen  years  old  selling 
nur-ery  -tock.  .-iiid  tra\'eled  for  four  x'cars. 

Somewhat  later  our  subject  traveled  to  Califor- 
nia as  agent  for  ;i  sewing  machine  and  spent  some 
two  years  upon  the  co.-ist.  .'ind  it  w.ms  ii|ion  his  re- 
turn to  Michigan  that  he  established  his  home  and 
took  to  himself  a  .wife.  ^frs.  Hosley',-  parenl>. 
William  and  .land  Mill.-ir.  are  Scolch  li\-  hirtli  and 
came  to  .Vmerica  about  l.S(il).  and  settled  in  De- 
troit where  yiv.  Alillar  carried  on  ;i  wholesale  uro- 
cery  store,  lint  has  now  retired  from  bu>iness.  His 
three  children  arc  .Mrs.  Hosley.  l!ell<-.  (  .Mrs.  William 
Cross),  and  Lillia. 

.\ftrr  marriage  the  original  of  this  sketch  caiiK- 
onto  the  farm  where  he  now  I'e.sides  and  has  re- 
mained here,  exeejit  as  he  has  gone  away  occasion- 
ally to  buy  stock.  He  and  his  loxely  wife  are  the 
happy  jiarents  of  four  children — (rrace.  Blanch. 
Carrie  and  \\  illi;un  .M.     The  mother  of  these  little 

onc>  i>  .a  gradiiale  of    ihe    lliyh    Scl I  of  Detroit 

.and  is  higlil,\   educated    bolh  in  music  and  in  a  lit- 
er.aiv   wax  and  is  a  wom;iu    of   more  than  ordinarv 


212 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


talent.  Mr.  Hosley  i.-s  one  of  the  prominent  and 
leading  men  in  tlie  founty  and  tlioise  who  are 
associated  with  him  in  tlie  movements  of  the 
Democratic  party  predict  still  greater  success  in 
life.  He  has  already  tilled  several  minor  ottices 
anil  h;is  been  both  successful  and  satisfactory  in 
the  discharge  of  his  l)usiness. 


X 


'AY  ('Al)V.  'i'lii.s  progressive.  inU'lligenl 
and  thrifty  ;igricultin-ist.  who  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  the  l)usiness  community  re- 
/  sides  on  section  3I.Leroy  Townsliip.  Ing- 
liani  Comity.  He  is  ;i  native  of  Waj'ne  ('onnt\. 
Midi.,  and  was  born  .laiiuary  11,  lH3-t.  His  parents,- 
David  and  Mary  (Britton)  Cady,  were  both  natives 
of  the  Elmpire  State,  who  became  early  settlers  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  had  liorn  to  them  a 
large  family  of  diildren,  the  folloAving  being  the 
survivors;  Lewis,  David,  Clinton.  Jesse,  fteorge, 
Aniii.i.  .lay  and  William.  The  grandfather  Cady 
was  a  Uevolutionarv  soldier  and  his  memory  is 
highly  honored  in  the  family.  During  the  early 
years  of  Wa.\nie  County,  the  father  served  as  .lus- 
tice  of  the  Peace  and  "was  prominent  in  public 
affairs. 

.lay  Cady  grew  up  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer 
life  and  early  took  up  the  work  of  a  farm.  His 
early  education  fitted  him  for  jjiactical  life, 
although  he  did  iKjt  go  beyond  the  curriculum  of 
the  district  school.  His  wedding  day  was  .lune  29, 
1856  and  he  was  then  married  to  Martha  Coyken- 
dall  who  was  born  in  New  York  November  22, 
li^.'i2.  She  was  the  daughter  of  I>.  Coyken- 
dall  of  the  State  of  New  Yink  and  of  (icr- 
inan  extraction.  When  a  child  Mrs.  Cady  emi- 
grated with  her  parents  to  Wayne  County .  Mich., 
where  they  became  pioneers. 

To  our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife  have  come 
four  children,  only  two  of  whom  arc  now  living, 
n.amoly:  Omar  and  Nelson  E.,  while  the  two  who 
have  passed  on  to  the  other  world  are  Clara  and 
AVells.     The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Cady  are 


.Jerome  and  Cyrus  who  lives  in  Branch  County, 
Mich. ;  Nelson  who  lives  in  Montcalm  County  and 
Sophronia,  wife  of  George  Rash,  whose  home  is  in 
Washtenaw. 

In  18,57  our  subjectcame  to  Ingham  County  and 
made  his  home  in  the  forest,  where  now  lies  his 
richly  cultivated  farm.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin 
18x24  feet  in  dimensions  and  lived  therein  until 
1886,  at  which  time  he  erected  the  attractive  resi- 
dence which  is  now  the  family  home.  He  now  has 
tifty-Hve  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land  and  in  the 
accuiuuhition  of  this  property  he  has  been  ably 
seconded  by  his  faithful  helpmate.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  convictions,  and  is  earnestly 
devoted  to  the  jirogress  of  that  party,  but  has 
never  been  an  otHce-seeker.  Both  he  and  liis 
worthy  wife  are  highly  esteemed  among  their 
neighbors  and  his  reputation  for  integrity  and 
fair  dealint;'  is  known  Ihrouoiiout  the  county. 


-=1-^+^1 


[^_ 


ANFIKLD    W.    COLE. 

days  of  the  Civil  War, 


During  the  dark 
Michigan  did  her 
full  share  in  supplying  troops  to  defend 
the  honor  of  the  old  flag  .and  maintain  that  union 
of  States  which  has  proved  to  lie  the  .strength  and 
glor3'  of  our  nation.  The  record  of  IIkjsc  sons, 
whom  she  sent  forth,  forms  a  story  of  hardships 
nobly  borne,  battles  bravely  fought,  marches  sturd- 
ily undertaken,  and  imprisonment  nobly  endured 
from  motives  of  purest  patriotism,  and  it  is  with 
jjleasure  that  the  biographer  takes  up  ids  jjen  to 
give  a  life  sketch  of  any  one  of  tliese  heroes, 
among  winmi  we  are  glad  to  name  the  gentleman 
who  is  represented  in  this  narrative. 

.Mr.  Cole  was  born  April  12,  1831,  in  the  State  of 
New  York  and  is  therefore  now  sixty  years  old. 
His  grandfather,  Daniel  Cole,  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut and  his  father,  Timothy  Cole,  was,  like  him-. 
self,  a  native  of  New  Y'ork  and  a  farmer.  Betsey 
Canfield  became  the  wife  of  Timothy  C'ole,  and 
to  them  were  granted  ten  children,  three  daughters 
and  seven  sons  and  our  subject  is  the  seventh  child 
and  fifth  son. 


Sl^r* 
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The  children  of  Timoth.y  and  Betsey  Ccle  sire 
as  follows:  Cordelia,  born  August  24.  1819,  the 
wife  of  O.  H.  Brace  and  tlie  motlier  of  three  sons; 
Charles  (deceased),  born  October  1.'),  1K2()  iind 
married  to  Margaret  Patterson  liy  whom  he  hiici 
two  children;  Calista,  born  August  10,  liS2I,  who 
married  William  T.  .1.  Tucker  of  Wisconsin,  is  tlic 
mother  of  ten  children;  (Jeorge  II.  who  was  born 
December  6.  1823  and  married  t(^  Susan  Gillett  by 
whom  he  is  the  father  of  three  children;  E.  M.  born 
September  5,  1826;  William  II.  liorn  .Inly  2,  182H, 
and  lives  in  Kansas;  our  subject  born  April  12, 
1831;  .James  born  March  11,  1832  and  lives  in 
Ohio;  Temperance  T.,  deceased,  born  Ai)ril  I'.i. 
1834  and  married  Mr.  Hoper  by  whom  she  had  one 
child;  Albert  A.  born  November  30,  1836. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  birth  in  New  York. 
His  first  wife,  Sarah  Elizal)eth  VanBuren,  by  name, 
was  a  dist^mt  relative  of  President  VanBuren.  To 
her  he  was  united  upon  Christmas  Day,  18.59,  and 
their  wedded  lite  extended  over  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  as  she  died  September  30,  1879.  His  second 
union  brought  to  his  home  Mary  A.  Haskin  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  Michigan.  She  lived 
some  ten  years  after  her  marriage  with  him,  dying 
June  14,  1889.  The  present  Mrs.  Cole  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Emily  .1.  Coon,  and  she  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  in  189(1.  Her  social  inter- 
course is  much  restricted  on  account  of  her  afflic- 
tion by  deafness,  which  is  a  great  drawback  to  her 
enjoyment  of  society. 

In  earl}'  life  Mr.  Cole  leanied  the  trade  (^>f  a  har- 
ness-maker in  New  York,  but  has  not  adhered  to 
that  business  through  life.  While  in  Pennsylvania 
he  carried  on  a  farm  and  after  he  returned  to  New 
Y'ork  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  which  he 
worked  at  for  some  time  after  coming  to  Michigan 
in  1862.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  his 
country's  banner,  joining  Compans  (4.  Tenth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  a  member  of  the  arin\ 
until  the  close  of  the  war  when  he  was  mustered 
out  and  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

Our  subject  is  carrying  on  general  farm  work 
and  keeps  upon  his  place  the  usual  amount  of  good 
stock  which  is  to  be  found  upon  a  first-class  farm 
but  does  not  make  a  specialty  of  this  branch  of 
agriculture.     In  years  past  he  has  belonged  to  the 


Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  is  not  now  an  active 
member  of  any  society  except  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  is  upon  the  pension  list  of  the 
I'nited  States  which  he  richly  deserves  on  account 
of  the  brave  fighting  he  did  during  the  war.  lie 
is  a  tirni  Iieliever  in  the  doctrines  embodied  in  the 
platform  of  the  Rejjublican  party  but  his  interest 
in  the  cause  of  temperance  leads  him  to  cast  his 
vote  for  Prohil)ition  whenever  he  has  an  oppoitu- 
nit\-.     He  attends  the  Free  Methodist  Cluucli. 


— }-- 


i>-^^< 


UL.  FKEDEKICK  SCHNEIDER,  Tliis  gen- 
tleman is  interested  in  several  branches  of 
business,  viz:  Notary  public,  conveyancing, 
real  estate,  insurance,  foreign  collections,  exchange 
and  passage  agent,  moneys  loaned  and  invested, 
and  titles  examined,  -ills  office  is  located  at  No. 
224+  North  Washington  Avenue,  Lansing,  in  his 
own  block,  which  comprises  Nos.  222  and  224 
Nortli  Washington  Avenue.  This  block  is  an  im- 
posing building,  having  stores  below  and  flats  and 
offices  in  the  second  and  third  stories.  It  is  in  the 
center  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  is  in 
demand  for  every  department  for  which  it  was 
tniilt. 

Col.  Schneider  is  loyal  to  the  State  in  which  he 
was  born  and  feels  that  having  given  him  life,  it 
will  also  give  him  a  maintenance  among  the  peo- 
ple with  whom  for  years  he  has  been  associated. 
He  was  born  at  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
November  24, 1840  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  Schneider, 
now  deceased,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  a  man  largely 
engaged  in  business  at  and  near  Detroit  where  he 
was  a  resident  from  boyhood.  Our  subject  s]3ent 
tlie  first  three  years  of  his  life  at  Saline,  when  with 
Ills  parents  lie  removed  to  the  city  of  Detroit.  His 
mother  was  before  her  marriage,  Mary  Ruehle, 
a  daughter  of  John  Valentine  Ruehle  and  his 
wife  Susanne  (Kronenwett)  Ruehle.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather  was  Balthasar  Schneider.  Both 
paternal  and  maternal  grandparents  and  five  other 
German  families  came  to  tliis  country  in  1832  and 
settled  at  Detroit,  they   being,  so   far   as   is   now 
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known,  the  first  German  families  who  eanie  there 
to  make  their  homes,  or  indeed,  who  settled  in 
what  was  then  the  territory  of  Micliigan.  John 
Valentine  Ruehle,  Sr.,  was  a  distinguislied  citizen  of 
Baden,  German_y,  having  been  an  officer  in  the 
War  with  Napoleon,  and  also  serving  as  Burgo- 
master of  his  native  town  for  a  niiniliei'  f)f  years, 
lie  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  eneigy.  hound 
to  succeed  wherever  jilaced. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Peter  Schneider  re- 
moved to  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  but  soon  i-e- 
turned  to  Detroit  Avhere  he  again  engaged  in 
nnsiness, living  part  of  tlie  tinu'  on  his  fanii  niiicli 
is  now  incorporated  in  tlie  city.  Tlicre  he  I'ngaged 
in  dairying,  stock-hi'eeding,  manufacturing  and 
luiildiiig.  lie  i-eraained  until  ISTO,  when  he  sold 
out  all  his  interests  and  icninx  ■mI  to  \\liili'  Hear 
Lake.  Minn.,  ten  miles  iKirtli  nt  St.  I'aul.  There. 
with  tlirct'iif  his  sous,  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a 
large  .-icale  and  carried  on  his  agricultural  inlei-e>ts 
very  successfully  until  tliey  were  elieckeil  li\-  hi> 
de;lth  ivliich  occurred  Deeenilier  :il.  l^t/lS.  The 
death  of  his  wife  had  occurred  three  months  before 
his  decease.  They  left  a  family  of  seven  children 
ct)mprlsing  four  sons  and  three  d;uigliters.  who  are 
a>  follows:  Frederick,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
who  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  familynow  living; 
.lolui  Henry.  I'eter  and  Charles  William.  Mary. 
Sophia  and  Caroline.  I'eter  Schneider  was  a 
chaiter  member  of  the  old  ^\  ashington  Lodge  of 
the  Indepindeitt  Order  of  ( )dd  Fellows  of  De- 
troit, the  lirst  lodge  that  was  organized  in  this 
State,  and  an  active  member  of  the  old  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  Detroit  and  of  the  Detroit  Scott  (Juards. 
and  was  an  ardent  Free  Soil  Whig. 

( )vir  subject  received  both  a  comuKin  school  and 
academic  education  in  Detroit  and  afterward  grad- 
uated from  Bryant  and  Stratton"s  Commercial  Col- 
lege, of  the  same  city.  When  he  liad  finished  his 
education  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  was  there  em 
ployed  as  a  traveling  agent,  and  later  became  a 
shipping  clerk  for  a  wholesale  grocery  and  com- 
mission house.  Before  leaving  home  he  had  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Detroit  Scott  (xuards.  an  old 
military  orgajiization  that  had  lieeii  first  organized 
by  his  uncle,  .1.  >'.  Hnelile,.Ir..  in  IMIO.  he  beuig  its 
lirst  Captain,  afterward  Majf)r  in   the  First  3Iiehi- 


gan  Infantry  in  the  Mexican  Wai'.  and  latei-  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  in 
the  War  c)f  the  Rebellion. 

Oui-  subject  remained  in  Chicago  as  a  shipping 
clerk  until  the  first  call  for  troops  made  bv  President 
Lincoln,  April  lo,  18()1,  on  which  day  he  enlisted. 
lie  was  not  an  ni.trained  soldier  for  he  had  previ- 
ously drilled  with  the  Detroit  Scott  (Juards  and 
uith  the  Fllsw'orth  Zouaves  of  Chicago  and  was 
familiar  with  military  drill.  The  next  day  after 
his  enlistment  at  Chicago  he  received  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Secretary  of  the  company  in  De- 
troit, of  which  he  was  still  an  honoi-.ary  member, 
staling  tli.at  the  whole  eonip.-iny  had  eidisted.  and 
that  he  (the  \vrilei  )  had  s,-i\'e(l  one  jilace  lor  .\||'. 
Sehueider.  ■■Would  he  comer'"  ()ur  sidiject  im- 
mediately had  his  Chicago  enlistment  caiuelled  .•uid 
wiicd  back  that  he  w'o\dd  come  to  Detroit  by  the 
next  train,  which  he  diil.  The  e;dl  was  for  three 
months'  Nolunteers.  The  Chicago  lirm  foi'  whom 
he  h;id  lieen  working  assured  him  that  his  salary 
should  go  on.  which  thi'y  paid  liini.  and  if  he  came 
b;u-l<  he  should  li:i\c  his  position  Mgain.  Young 
Schni'ider  entered  the  eoiii]iany  as  a  pri\'ate  and 
was  soon  after  sent  to  the  fi'out.  hiscom[iany  being 
the  second  to  offer  its  serxiee  in  tliis  State,  follow- 
ing the  Detroit  Light  (iuaids  by  oidy  twenty 
minutes.  This  early  response  to  the  c;dl  for  volun- 
teers gained  his  conijiaiiy  the  option  of  second  place 
in  the  First  Keginu'ul,  or  first  place  in  the  Second 
Ivcginieut.  and  it  was  decided  to  take  the  lirst  posi- 
tion in  the  Second  Uegiment,  which  was  being 
formed  simnltaneously  with  the  Fii'st  Regiment. 
In  the  meantinu',  the  AVar  Department  had  ordered 
tliaf  onl\-  one  regiment  should  he  mustered  from 
^Michigan  for  three  months.  All  others  must  enter 
for  three  years,  or  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
and  thus  his  company  was  the  lirst  that  enlisted 
for  the  three  years'  service. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  mustered  into  the  L^nited 
States  service  on  May  25,  18(51.  Prior  to  that  time 
he  was  promoted  to  l)e  Company  Clerk  and  from 
that  post  to  Corporal.  Tie  wasad\anced  from  that 
position  to  Sergeant  and  as  such  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  in  Company  A,  of  the 
.Second  Michigan  Infantiy.  lie  served  with  his 
regiment  througli  the  entiri'   war,  |iaitici|iating    in 
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all  its  marches,  skirmislies  and  battles,  with  the 
exception  of  two  engaaenients  that  took  place 
while  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war  and  at  the  same 
time  snfferinir  from  a  wound.  lie  lield  nearly  every 
position  in  the  re<)'iment  durini;-  its  term  of  ser- 
vice, from  private  to  Colonel  and  was  the  last  Com- 
mander of  his  reufimeiit.  During  the  war  lie  was 
twice  wounded  in  liattle,  and  once  seriously  hurt, 
wliile  on  a  march,  at  which  time  his  reiiiment  was 
engaged  in  the  famous  seven  days'  light  during 
(ien.  McCellan's  change  of  base  cm  the  peninsula. 
Col.  Schneider  fell  into  the  Ijands  <if  tlie  enemy  at 
three  different  times,  escaping  twice.  The  hist  time, 
however,  lie  was  re-captured  and  held  ;i  prisoner  of 
war  at  Petersburg.  Libby  Prison.  Snlisbur\'  Stcick- 
ade  and  Danville,  and  was  filially  exchanged 
February  22.  ISfit,  rejoining  his  regiment  the  day 
after  the  storming  of  Petersliurg.  He  would  lunc 
taken  })art  in  this  engagement  had  he  not  been  re- 
strained liy  order  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  who 
ordered  that  all  men  arriving  be  held  back  until 
the  first  results  of  the  grand  advance  were  known. 

After  rejoining  and  assuming  command  of  his 
regiment.  Col.  Schneider  was  ordered  after  thesui- 
rencler  at  Appomattox,  to  Washington,  and  was  as- 
signed to  duty  with  his  regiment  as  Provost  (iuard 
at  the  Capitol.  He  remained  at  this  post  until 
finally  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  regiment 
July  28,  ISfJy.  after  which  he  came  home  with  the 
men  who  had  been  associated  with  him  sc)  inti- 
mately througlHUit  that  des)ierate  slrugule.  A 
joyous  and  grand  receyition  awaited  them  on  their 
return,  and  a  few  days  after  the  regiment  was  paid 
off  and  disl)anded.  Col.  Schneider  having  served 
for  four  and  a  half  years. 

On  returning  again  to  the  life  of  a  civilian.  Col. 
Schneider  was  married  .August  22.  IMfi.')  to  iliss 
Lizzie  Strengson,  of  Detroit,  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian Streiigsc)n.  He  had  made  arrangements  tosoon 
thereafter  go  into  business  at  Kans.as  City,  Mo., 
but  was  induced  to  relincpiish  the  project  and  .ac- 
cepted the  nciminntion  of  City  Treasurercif  Detroit. 
His  acceptance  was  made  by  the  urgent  advice  of 
his  numerous  friends  and  relatives  on  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  Imt  the  ticket  was  defeated  the  follow- 
ing Xovember  in  tlie  subseciuent  election.  In 
January,  1866,  a  clerkship  was  offered  him  in   the 


Auditor-Generars  olHce  at  Lansing,  by  Auditor- 
Ceneral  Kmil  Anneke.  This  he  accepted  and  en- 
tered on  the  duties  of  that  office  February  1.  1866. 
and  after  being  an  incumbent  of  that  position  for 
cme  year,  he  was  pic>moted  to  the  pc)siticm  of  Chief 
of  tlie  Abstract  Department,  which  place  he  held 
until  December  31,  1890.  covering  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years,  minus  one  mcmtli.  There  being 
a  change  of  administration,  he  resigned,  his  resigna 
tion  to  take  effect  December  31.  He  went  out  with 
the  old  admiiii>trati<ni,  having  served  the  State  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1867,  Col.  Schneider  w.as  appointed  agent  for 
Central  ^Michigan  of  an  old  foreign  exchange  and 
linnking  house  in  Xew  York,  which  appciinlment  he 
still  holds.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  apijointed 
correspondent  c)f,  the  (ierinan  Imperial  Consulate, 
and  has  ever  since  lieen  engaged  in  making  foreign 
collections,  outside  of  his  official  duties.  In  1870 
he,  in  company  with  his  father  and  twc)  of  his 
brothers,  invested  in  wild  lands  at  While  Lear 
Lake.  ^linn..  and  becaiiiC  interested  in  fanning 
on    a    large    scale.     In    the    year   of   188,").  he  sold 

.  out  his  land  interests  in  the  State  of  Jlinnesota  and 
invested    in    Lansing  city   property,  erecting   the 

i  Schneider  Block  cm  North  Washingtcjn  Avenue.  It 
is  a   handscime    brick   and    stone    structure,    three 

!  stories  and  basement  in  height,  having  fc)rty-four 
feet  frontage  ancl  being  one  hundrecl  feet  deej).  It 
conijiares  favoralily  with  any  of  llie  liusiiies> blocks 
of  this  cily. 

Since  ourMilijcctV  rctirc'iueiit  from  State  >er\ice. 
he  has  greatly  enlarged  hi>  bu>iness  in  foreign  col- 
lections, and  hasadded  real  estate,  tire  and  life  in- 
surance, to  which  he  devotes  his  attention  at  the 
present  time.  Sociall\'  Col.  Schneider  is  as  poji- 
ular  as  he  is  well  known  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
sing. His  wife  is  a  whole-souled,  intelligent,  and 
cultured  womriii.  whc>se  presence  would  be  in 
itself  a  means  of  inspiration  and  impetus  to  any 
man.  She  was  born  in  (Germany  February  2,  1846, 
at  Tuttlingen  in  Wurtemlierg.  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Christian  Strengson  formerly  a  merchant  and 
Government  official  in  his  native  city  in  Germany. 
He  emigrated  to  the  United  .States  and  settled  in 
Detroit  about  IS.'iO.  where  he  engaged  in  business 
and  remained  until  his  dece.^se  which  occurred   in 
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1888,  he  being  at  that  time  eighty-five  years  of 
age.  iNIiss  Slrengsou  who  enine  to  Detroit  in  her 
infancy,  was  educated  in  Detroit  in  the  same  school 
in  wliich  our  subject  was  a  stiuhMit  and  remained 
at  liome  with  her  i)arents  in  tliat  city  until  her 
marriage. 

Five  children  have  been  the  issue  of  the  marriage 
of  our  sulijeet  and  his  wife  but  only  two  still 
live,  namely:  Charles  Frederick,  born  at  Lansing 
August  14,  1SS(J6,  who  graduated  from  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College,  and  was  awarded  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  the  Class  of  '85. 
He  afterward  took  a  post-graduate  course,  passed  a 
creditable  examination,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
United  States  .Signal  School  at  Ft.  Mejer.  M'asli- 
ington,  D.  C,  from  which,  after  graduating  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  observer  in  the  United  States 
signal  service  at  Colorado  Springs  and  Pike's  Peak. 
He  there  remained  until  October,  1888,  when  he 
was  transferred  to  the  station  at  Detroit,  where  he 
is  still  on  duty.  He  has  a  home  and  family  of  his 
own,  having  been  married  ]May  (J,  18;)(t,  to  Miss 
Carrie  Kast,  of  Detroit.  The  \oungest  of  our 
subject's  children  is  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Helen, 
who  was  born  .July  28,  1889.  Col.  aiid  Mrs. 
Schneider  are  members  of  the  Plymouth  Congre- 
gational Church.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  at 
No.  716  Seymour  Street,  where  they  have  lived 
since  May  12.  1866. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Col.  Schneider,  which  is 
presented  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 
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^  OBERT  M.  LAMOREAUX.  The  prosiieiity 
and  progressiveness  of  Ingham  County,  and 
indeed  of  Michigan  itself,  is  largely  due  to 
^i^  the  unflagging  efforts  of  the  newspaper 
men  of  this  section,  who  from  the  time  the  first 
printing  press  was  set  up  in  the  Wolverine  State 
have  persistently  and  intelligentl.\  called  the  atten- 
tion of  investors  tu  the  riches  to  be  found  in  the 
soil,  the  waters,  the  mines  and  the  climate  of  Mich- 
igan.    Tlie  resources  of  the  State  were  here  just  as 


much  in  that  early  day  as  they  are  now,  but  of 
what  avail  would  they  have  been  to  the  })eople  of 
the  overcrowded  East  had  tliey  not  bcrn  adxcrtiscd 
in  the  columns  of  these  new>|)apers.  It  is  therefore 
with  peculiar  pleasure  that  tlie  biographer  responds 
to  the  call  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  any  one 
of  the  newspajier  fraternity. 

Mr.  Lamoreaux,  the  editor  of  the  Ingham  County 
Republican,  which  is  published  at  Leslie,  was  born 
in  Steuben  County-,  Ind.,  February  8,  1865,  his 
honored  parents  being  Henry  and  ^lartiia  (Jones) 
Lamoreaux,  whose  native  States  are  New  York  and 
Ohio  respectively.  They  are  married  in  Angola, 
Ind.,  and  now  make  their  home  at  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.  Ilcnry  Lamoreaux  is  in  moderate  i-ircuni- 
stances  and  cariies  i>n  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  He  has  lieen  a  Republican  all 
liis  life  l)ut  has  never  been  in  ollice  as  he  preferied 
to  devote  himself  to  his  chosen  vocation  of  a 
farmer.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  earnest 
and  conscientious  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Charles,  Kobert  M..  Lee  and  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  child  iu 
age  in  his  father's  family  and  grew  up  upon  the 
farm  in  .Scott  Township,  Steuben  County,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  which  time  ills 
parents  moved  to Fenn ville,  Allegan  ('ount}-,  ]\Iicli.. 
and  four  _years  later  removed  to  Calhoun  C'ounty. 
The  district  school  gave  this  boy  his  elementary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  attendance 
upon  the  High  School  at  Battle  Creek.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  assisting  him  upon  his 
farm,  and  learning  practical  lessons  of  industry, 
perseverance  and  thrift  until  he  reached  his  major- 
ity, when  he  determined  to  learn  the  piinter's 
trade  and  entered  the  olHce  of  the  Daily  Moon,  at 
Battle  Creek,  as  an  apprentice.  He  remained  in 
that  offlce  for  three  j'ears  and  sul)seqiiently  work- 
ed at  his  trade  in  Kalamazoo.  Decatur,  and  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

Somewhat  later  the  yC)ung  printer  conceived  the 
idea  of  making  an  inilei)endent  start  in  the  news- 
pajier line  and  going  to  .Vugusta,  Mich.,  he  pur- 
chased the  Augusta  Chronicle,  which  he  published 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which  he  sold  out  am.! 
purchased  the  Oalesburg  Enterprise,  at  Galesburg, 
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Mich.  After  operating  tliis  paper  for  a  few  nioiitlis 
Mr.  Lainoreaux  went  to  Detroit  and  worked  on 
the  Eoen.ng  New.t  for  a  short  time,  after  \\lii(.'h  lie 
came,  on  Now  Year's  Day,  18'J1,  to  Leslie,  and 
bouglit  out  the  Ingham  County  Republican,  the 
organ  of  tlie  Republican  party  in  this  section,  ha v- 
mti  at  the  time  a  circulation  of  five  hundred.  By 
his  purchase  he  took  entire  charge  of  tlie  papei 
and  is  now  sole  editor  and  proprietor. 

Mr.  Lanioreaux,  as  is  natural  to  one  in  his  i)Osi  • 
tion,  takes  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is 
especially  interested  in  the  movements  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  which  lie  i-epresents.  lie  is  a  warm 
a<lvocate  of  temperance  and  a  member  of  the  order 
of  Ciood  Templars.  His  marriage  which  took  place 
.Seiitember  S.  1891,  brought  to  his  home  Clara  B.,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  JLiria  (Connor)  Wick- 
ham,  of  Calhoun  County",  ilicli.  Two  years  (irior 
to  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Lamorcau.x  was  graduated  in 
sicnography  and  type-writing  and  has  liecome  a 
faitliful  i)artner  in  business  witli  her  husband.  On 
November  1,  1891,  Mr.  Lanioreaux  ventured  still 
further  in  the  journalistic  tide  and  established  the 
Battle  Creek  Tribune,  a  firm  advocate  of  Kcpuhli- 
canisni.  His  first  issue  came  out  the  week  ^)f  elect- 
ion giving  Ohio's  victory.  In  Battle  Creek  he  has 
taken  up  his  permanent  ahode  with  ollice  and 
liousehold.  and  already  ranks  among  the  foremost 
citizens  of  the  place. 


'^jEORGE  DUXCKEL.  the  present  etticient 
and  popular  .Supei-visor  of  Locke  Town- 
Vi^j  ship,  Ligham  County,  whose  home  is  lo- 
cated on  section  28,  was  born  in  ( )nlario,  Canada, 
.luly  24.  1829.  His  parents  were  Nicholas  F.  and 
Catherine  Dunckel,  and  both  were  natives  of  New 
Y(U'k  and  of  fierman  ancestry  on  lioth  sides.  Their 
progenitors  settled  along  the  lieautiful  ^Mohawk 
Valley  in  New  York  several  centuries  ago,  and 
many  of  them  were  valiant  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
lutionary  War  and  also  in  the  War  of  1812. 
When  but  a   small  boj-  our   suliject  emigrated 


with  his  parents  to  Michigan  when  it  was  yet  a 
Territory,  and  for  several  years  the  family  resided 
in  Wayne  County,  whence  they  removed  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  resided  thei'c  for  a  lime, 
coming  to  Ingham  County  in  the  fall  of  1842. 
Here  the  family  made  its  home  in  Locke  Town- 
ship, and  both  jiarents  died  in  this  new  home.  Of 
a  large  family  of  children  l)orn  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing survive,  namely:  Mrs.  Megincion.  Oshea 
G.,  Daniel.  George.  William  and  JNIrs.  Cornelius 
Dietz. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  rej)re- 
sentative  pioneers  of  this  county,  .and  had  reached 
his  eighty-sixth  year  when  he  passed  from  earth. 
his  h:).ss  being  greatly  felt  in  the  neighborhood. 
His  son  (leorge  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Locke 
Township,  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  did 
his  full  share  in  the  clearing  of  tlie  forests  and 
breaking  up  of  the  virgin  soil.  His  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
the  young  man  decided  to  learn  liis  father's 
trade,  and  followed  it  for  over  a  quai'ter  of  a  cen- 
tuiy,  becoming  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  em- 
ploying at  times  a  large  number  of  hands.  It  is 
claimeil  tliat  he  has  built  as  many  liariis  and  mills 
in  Ingham  County  .as  any  man  who  can  be  named, 
and  much  of  his  handiwork  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  residences  and  barns  of  Locke  Township. 

For  the  last  few  years  Mr.  Dunckel  has  devoted 
hini'-elf  exclusively'  to  agricultural  inirsuits.  He 
received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
early  district  schools  of  this  county.  His  own  ef- 
forts have  made  of  liini  a  well-read  gentleman 
and  he  has  earnestly  co-operated  with  every  effort 
to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
His  marriage  with  Lydia  Hill,  September  3t),  1855, 
lirought  him  eight  children,  of  wliom  tlie  follow- 
ing survive:  Marcena,  Lina,  Robert,  Edna  and 
Stanley. 

The  [uesent  Mrs.  Dunckel  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  July,  1884,  and  she  has  borne  him 
one  son,  Moses.  Before  her  union  with  him  she 
was  a  widow,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Fairbanks.  Mr. 
Dunckel  now  owns  tvvf)  iiundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  well  cultivated. 
He  has  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  Treasurer 
of  Locke  Township,  and    is    now  upon    his    third 
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term  as  Siipei'visor,  where  he  is  serving  with  credit 
botli  to  liimself  and  his  eoiistitiients.  He  is  one 
of  tlie  leadinu-  aarienlturists  of  Ingiiani  County. 
and  is  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  man  and 
warmly  interested  in  the  movement  of  pulilie  af- 
fairs and  the  jnogress  of  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  is  deeply  attached. 


^^ 


§^\  RS.  MARY  A.  CliRTIS.  Until  within  a 
few  years  there  has  been  a  cruel  practice  in 
vogue  in  Hindostan  iu  which  the  widow 
of  a  deceased  husband  immolated  herself 
upon  the  funeral  pyre  of  her  deceased  spouse  in 
order  to  prove  lieyond  a  doubt  lier  lidelity  and 
loyalty.  In  more  enlightened  countries  that  same 
devotion  is  better  proved  by  living,  and  taking  up 
the  dropped  threads  that  ha\e  fallen  from  the 
nerveless  lingers  of  the  de|)arted,  the  loving  sur- 
vivor completes  the  fabric,  making  it  harmonious 
and  lovely.  Thus  luas  done  the  lady  whose  name 
is  above  and  whose  biography  it  is  our  [ileasant 
privilege  to  here  chronicle. 

Our  subject  is  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Curtis, 
who  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
21,  1816.  His  parents  were  Victory  and  Mary 
(Tucker)  Curtis,  natives  of  New  York,  whence  tliey 
came  West  in  18.36  and  settled  m  the  tcjwn  of 
Howell,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  farming,  passing  away  at  a  good  old  age  in 
this  State.  Mr.  Curtis  received  his  education  in 
his  native  State  and  came  West  with  his  family. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  liecame  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  aci'es  in  this  county.  Dur- 
ing his  life  he  was  honored  by  the  ajipointment  or 
election  to  varif)us  otHces  in  the  township  of  Handy 
He  lived  here  tifty  years  and  during  that  time  his 
interests  became  entirely  bound  up  in  the  place; 
he  died  in  1871.  For  many  years  he  had  been  an 
ardent  Democrat,  adhering  strictly  to  tlie  original 
principles  of  the  i)arty,  in  their  jjurity. 

Mr.  Curtis  and  our  subject  were  married  .lune 
14,  1838.  She  whose  name  is  at  tlie  head  of  this 
sketch  was  prior  to  her  union  with  Mr.  Curtis,  Miss 


JIary  A.  Bush.  She  was  born  in  Danby  Township, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  February  26.  181G.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  .lohn  and  Hannah  (Dykeman) 
Bush,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  New  York 
wliere  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  in  1837 
came  to  Handy  Township,  where  he  first  took  ui) 
two  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land  from  the 
(iuvernment.  He  at  once  built  a  comfortable  log 
house,  which,  however,  during  the  first  summer 
was  without  doors  or  chimney.  He  cleared  the 
farm  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  owned  over 
seven  hundred  acres  of  tine  land.  On  first  coming 
to  the  State  the  country  was  very  wild  and  the  sli_\- 
denizens  of  the  forest  had  not  yet  learned  to  be 
fearful  of  man.  Mr.  Bush  frequently  went  out 
l)efoie  breakfast  and  killed  a  deer.  Politically  he 
was  a  Demociat.  His  deatii  occurred  .lune  19. 
1862,  his  natal  day  having  been  November  4,  1793. 
^Irs.  Curtis'  mother  died  November  17,  1879;  she 
was  boru  October  5,  1794.  Of  four  children  she 
of  whom  we  write  is  the  oldest  and  only  surviving 
one.  The  second  one  was  Electa,  who  married  Mr. 
A.  Barnard.  David,  and  Maria  wlio  became  ]Mrs. 
Sylvester  Tanner. 

.Mrs.  Curtis  was  educated  in  New  York  at  a  dis- 
tiict  scIkjoI  and  after  completing  her  course  she 
taught  for  live  terms  in  her  native  State.  She 
came  West  with  her  parents,  they  taking  the  lake 
route  to  Detroit,  and  thence  coming  liither  liy 
private  conveyances.  They  stopiied  on  the  way 
Brighton,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  at  a  store  and 
while  there  Mrs.  Curtis  engaged  to  teach  school, 
taking  charge  of  the  school  two  weeks,  and  having 
lieen  the  first  teacher  in  tliat  village.  She  taught 
for  three  months  and  received  11.50  per  week  and 
her  board.  Her  first  school  was  in  Conway  Town- 
ship and  was  kept  in  a  shanty  with  a  bark  roof 
and  door. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  lady  of  unques- 
tionable culture  and  refinement.  After  her  mar- 
riage and  giving  up  her  teaching  she  engaged  in 
fanning  with  her  husband,  being  his  co-partner  and 
worker  until  his  deatli.  Six  children  came  as  a 
pledge  of  their  wedded  affection,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living  and  all  being  men  and  women  grown 
who  have  homes  of  their  own.     The  eldest  daugh- 
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ter.  .Tustina.  is  ifrs.  Eii(..<  Sowlcs.  of  Howell  Town- 
ship; she  is  thu  inollu'rof  two  (.•hiklren — Jl:u\  and 
Rosa.  Anninlha  is  Mrs.  C.  Hopkins  and  has  thicu 
children — Eva,  Lottie  and  Amelia.  Rual  married 
Miss  Harriet  Winer.  By  a  former  wife.  Hannali 
llyne,  he  is  the  father  of  three  oliildren — Nellie, 
Alyrtie  and  Lloyd.  Frank  11.  married  Julia  Tomp- 
kins and  is  the  fatlier  of  thi-ee  children — Fred, 
Clyde  and  Nellie.  Permelia.  who  beeame  Mrs. 
Adains,  died  in  IfSG.'i.  leavinu  one  child,  a  daughter. 
Carrie.  Mrs.  Curtis  rents  her  homestead  and  re- 
sides in  .a  lieautifnl  liome  in  Fowlerville.  Slie  is 
known  far  and  near  and  her  friends  are  manv. 


ii-^-i^ii 


A.  DAliWTX.  Amonu'  the  laniilii'.-  who 
"^i^  came  to  Michiaan  early  in  the  '."ids.  i> 
\J__^  the  one  reiircsented  by  tlie  uentleman 
^  '  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph.  Tliey  went  thronaJi  with  thi'  u>n;il 
experiences  of  early  setller.s.  and  liraxcly  endured 
hardships  and  helped  to  luiild  uji  a  pros|)erous  and 
intelliuent  eonimunity  for  future  jjeneratious. 
.Scarcely  enouaii  praise  can  he  said  in  honor  of 
those  early  families  who  Imilded  better  than  they 
knew,  and  whose  worth  can  only  be  appreciated 
by  their  children  and  by  tho.se  who  study  deeply 
into  the  real  root  of  the  present  wealth  and  high 
standing  of  the  ^^'ol^■erine  State. 

Selh  ('.  Darwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  ^Lassachusetts.  wlio  married  a  woman  vf 
his  own  State,  Wealtiiy  ^Nleriill  liy  name,  and  made 
Ills  home  with  her  in  1817  in  Monroe  County,  N. 
V.  Tliere  they  lived  until  IH.'i.'j.  when  he  came  to 
^Michigan  and  bought  land  in  Clarion  Township, 
Livingston  Count\-,  taking  live  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  land.  He  returned  to  New  York  and 
resided  there  for  several  years,  and  then  came  to 
Michigan  and  made  his  home  for  a  year  with  his 
son  S.,  after  which  he  moved  into  a  log  house 
in  >Liiion  Township,  where  he  lived  for  a  numbei- 
of  years.  After  this  he  sold  his  proijcrty  there 
and  moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  his  daughter  was 
making  her  home,  having  married    Dr.  Hutton,  of 


the  L^niversity,  who,  after  leaving  tlie  University, 

practiced  medicine  in  Detroit.  Seth  Darwin  had 
lost  his  wife  in  1843,  and  he  survived  her  many 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  li\-ing. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Pittstield. 
Mass..  March  28,  1813,  and  was  granted  a  common 
school  education  and  such  advantages  as  his 
friends  could  secure  for  him,  .aiid  came  to  Michi- 
gan when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  He  set- 
tled upon  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Marion 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  here  he 
bi'ought  his  bride,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage March  13,  IH.'SCi.  This  lady,  Sarah  Ann  P.ul- 
lard  by  name,  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N,  Y., 
in  1817.  Jiefoie  bringing  her  on  he  had  built  a 
log  house,  and  as  they  were  very  )ioor.  and  Mrs. 
Darwin  was  anxious  to  helj)  forwaid  not  only  in 
the  civilization  of  their  new  home,  but  in  the 
family  exiienses,  she  taught  school  at  Ypsilanti  for 
one  term.  Their  log  cabin  was  of  the  most  primi- 
tive kind,  as  it  had  no  floor  and  no  gable  end. 
They  built  the  fii'e  next  to  the  logs,  as  they  had 
no  regular  cliimney.  Indians  and  wild  animals 
abounded,  and  venison  was  easy  to  jirocure, 

l-",iglit  acres  of  land  was  soon  cleared  and  wheal 
sown  in  it,  and  in  winter  he  proceeded  to  fence 
his  land.  They  were  a  robust  and  healthy  young 
couple,  and  greatly  enjoyed  this  camping-out 
kind  of  life,  and,  like  the  sjiarrows,  trusted  in  their 
Heavenly  Father  that  their  food  would  not  fail. 
During  the  few  years  that  they  lived  there  they 
put  sixty  acres  under  im|irovement,  but  finally 
sold  out  and.  coming  to  I'utnam  County,  settled 
upon  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  that  had  been 
partly  improved , and  had  u|ion  it  a  comfortable 
frame  house. 

In  1863  they  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  their 
home  and  everything  it  contained  by  lire,  but  ]Mr. 
Darwin  promptly  rebuilt  and  erected  a  pleasant 
and  commodious  home,  in  which  he  has  lived  ever 
since.  One  hundred  of  his  liroad  acres  are  now 
under  cultivaticm,  and  twenty  still  remain  wood- 
land. Although  now  much  ])ast  his  threescore 
years  and  ten,  he  carries  on  the  farm  with  the  hel|> 
of  a  hired  man.  Two  daughters  and  one  son  were 
granted   to    this    excellent   couple — Ellen  A.  and 
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Frances  A.  have  both  taught,  auci  Frances  is  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  Stickles.  The  son,  Edwin  A., 
was  killed  by  a  tree  falling  upfm  him  when  he  was 
twenty-four  years  old.  He  left  a  wife  and  one 
child.  Tlie  mother  is  an  earnest  and  etlicient 
memlier  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Imt  is  now 
an  invalid  and  confined  to  her  lied,  which  is  a 
severe  trial  to  all  the  family. 

Mr.  Darwin  has  filled  a  number  of  important 
official  positions,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  and  in  ]\Iarion  Township  he  was  a 
Constable  for  two  \ears.  He  is  a  temperate  man 
in  his  habits,  and  in  his  ])olitical  opinions  sympa- 
tliizes  with  the  Republican  party,  in  which  he 
takes  a  great  interest.  He  has  lieen  a  hard  worker 
all  his  life,  but  still  enjoys  excellent  health.  He 
began  without  means,  as  he  received  nothing  from 
his  father,  and  his  success  is  entirely  due  to  the 
combined  efforts  of  himself  and  wife,  who  liave 
worked  in  harmony  for  the  success  of  every 
endeavor.  He  lias  some  inventive  genius,  and  has 
a  beau  planter  which  is  entirely  his  own  design, 
and  whicli  he  has  lieen  using  this  year,  operating- 
it  with  a  single  horse,  and  planting  ten  acres  per 
day  with  it.  win  'h  is  a  great  improvement  u]ion 
the  old  methods. 


>k.^^>)  I  I    I      >  I 


^f]OSEPH  FRANK.  -lust  iu)rth  of  Fowler- 
ville  may  be^een  a  beautiful  farm,  which  is 
adorned  by  a  handsome  residence  and  has 
first-class  farm  luiildings  upon  it.  There  is 
a  beautiful  orchard,  and  in  its  fields  and  its  stock 
liarns  aie  to  be  seen  the  finest  grades  of  stock,  such 
as  Short-horn  cattle,  Shropshire  sheej)  and  fine- 
grade  horses.  This  is  the  property  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  we  have  just  given,  who  came 
to  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  in 
1874,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  in  England.  Feliruary  22. 
1845,  and  his  parents  were  James  and  Sarah 
(Bradley)  Frank,  who  came  to  America  in  1852, 
and  made  their  first  home  in  New  York,  where  for 


three  years  they  engaged  in  farming.  After  that 
time  they  concluded  to  try  their  fortune  farther 
west,  and  couiing  to  Michigan,  purcha.sed  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Conway  ToTvnship.  Livingston 
County.  This  new  home  was  a  heavil)-  tim- 
Iiered  property,  and  they  took  u[)  their  abode  in  a 
big  house.  This  place  is  now  finely  improved, 
and  upon  it  may  Ijc  found  as  good  a  house  and 
barns  as  may  be  seen  in  many  a  mile's  ride. 

The  father  of  .Tames  Frank  was  a  farmer  in 
England,  and  bore  the  name  of  .John.  Of  liis 
family  of  five  children  two  still  survive — Hawkins, 
who  remained  in  the  old  country;  and  .lames,  who 
became  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  Uiaternal 
grandfather  of  oiu'  subject  was  also  an  English 
farmer,  with  a  large  family  of  children,  only  two 
of  whom,  Sarah,  Mrs.  Frank,  and  her  brother, 
.lolin,  have  come  to  this  country.  .lames  and  Sarah 
P'rank  had  thirteen  children,  and  eiglil  of  those 
are  still  pursuing  their  earthly  career,  namely: 
Our  subject.  William,  Hannah  (Mrs.  Cassiday), 
Alice  (Mrs.  (xould),  Elijah,  .lames.  Nelson  and 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Kingsley).  The  father  belongs  to  the 
Union  Labor  party,  and  is  one  of  the  piominent 
men  of  this  belief  in  Conway  Township.  He  has 
lield  various  township  offices,  and  his  services 
have  l)een  uniformly  .'satisfactory  to  his  constitu- 
ents. 

.Joseph  Frank  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Conw.ay  Township,  and  lived  at  home  until  lie 
was  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  began  farming  in 
an  independent  way,  and  bought  in  Conway 
Township  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he 
proceeded  to  clear  off.  Somewhat  later  he  sold 
that  property  and  came  to  Handy  Township.  He 
has  heid  various  township  and  school  offices,  and 
has  been  especially  useful  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways.  It  was  in  1871  that  he  married  Miss 
•Joycie  Tanner,  daughter  of  .lohn  A.  and  Nancy 
(Gould)  Tanner,  both  imtives  of  Michigan.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  happy  liome — Jay,  Min- 
nie, May  and  G.  1). 

The  Democratic  jiarty  embodies  in  its  declara- 
tions the  principles  which  INIr.  l^^ank  lielieves  to  be 
most  conducive  to  tlie  i)rosi)erity  of  the  ct)iintry, 
and  he  therefore  gives  to  it  his  vote  and  voice.  He 
is  prominently  identified   with    the  order  of  Odd 
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Fellowfi.  ]Mrs.  Frank  is  possessed  of  n  lil)eral  edu- 
cation, having  completed  lier  studies  at  Howell, 
and  she  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  churcli,  benio- connected  witli  tlie  Methodist 
Episcoi)al  Church. 


lEORGE  E.  RANNEY,  iM.  L)..  Surgeon  of 
^  Second  Jlichigan  Cavalry.  Biograiiliy  treats 
^^^j/Jj  of  the  individual;  it  is  not  history.  His- 
tory treats  of  men  in  the  mass;  it  is  not  hiograpiiy. 
Still,  the  two  are  intimately  and  all  but  inextri- 
cably intertwined.  Twin  sisters  they  are,  looking 
on  each  other  with  the  kindliest  smile;  l)oth  feed- 
ing the  lamps  of  knowledge,  Init  pouring  pure  their 
oil  from  different  vessels. 

W'vy  forcilily  are  we  reminded  of  this  remark  of 
Bayne's  in  the  present  .sketch.  I'p  to  a  certain 
point  it  is  bi<>graj)hy,  pure  and  simple;  then  it  be- 
comes biography  and  history  in  about  equal  jiro- 
[jortions;  then  once  more  it  returns  to  biography, 
and  history  disappears,  still  leaving  behind  it,  like 
the  rivers  of  California,  golden  .sands  too  precious 
to  remain  ungathered. 

The  g^)od  State  of  .Michigan  has  received  tiie 
best  of  comijliments  for  the  excellence  of  its  sol- 
diers in  the  great  war  of  the  Union  from  that  grand 
<^ld  patriot,  Clen.  George  II.  Thomas.  We  once 
heard  a  dying  Massachusetts  otticer  .say  that  she 
"w.as  e(iually  good  in  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery, 
and  the  cori)s  of  engineers."  But  high  .as  the  com- 
pliment was.  it  does  not  give  her  the  full  meed  of 
praise  that  she  deserves.  The  green  sash  had  its 
honors  as  well  as  the  red;  the  yellow  flag  its  mis- 
sion as  well  .IS  the  stars  and  stripes;  tliei'e  weri' 
times  when  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  was  as  indis- 
pen.sable  and  reijuired  as  much  fortitude  in  its 
proper  u.se  as  the  sword.  The  writer  of  this  sketch 
well  remembers  a  day.  after  the  greatest  of  all  our 
battles,  as  the  wounded  lay  in  thous.ands  and  the 
surgeons  were  few,  when  he  would  willingly  have 
given  up  all  other  kinds  of  knowledge  save  one — 
to  know  how  to  make  a  proper  use   of  a  box  of 


surgical  instruments.  With  the  modesty  of  true 
.science,  the  results  of  their  labor  have  been  re- 
corded, but  too  often  we  are  without  record  as  the 
danger  and  cost  at  which  tho.se  results  were 
achieved.  Only,  then,  has  biograph.\-  found  its 
true  use  when  it  possesses  the  power  of  transfusing 
character  into  the  reader,  and  where  it  widens  into 
history,  causing  our  hom.age  to  the  nation  to  tran- 
scend our  homage  to  the  man.  We  honor  the  phy- 
sician who  has  bravely  maintained  his  post  during 
a  pestilence,  if  he  lives,  as  a  hero;  if  he  dies,  we 
lament  him  as  a  martyr,  and  erect  an  enduring 
monument  to  his  fame.  Why  not  similar  honor  be 
given  to  the  herc>-surgeons  of  the  war.?  and  among 
others,  to  our  modest  friend  and  worthy  fellow- 
citizen.  Surgeon  Kanney,  of  the  .Second  ^Michigan 
Cavalry  ? 

In  modern  sketches  of  biography  we  notice  that 
increasing  attention  is  given  to  the  (luestion  of  an- 
cestry. As  in  animals,  so  in  m.an,  there  is  a  general 
law  of  heredity'  that  asserts  itself  too  plainly  to  be 
denied.  The  time  was  when  Coleridge  remarked 
that  "the  history  of  a  man  for  the  nine  months  pre- 
ceeding  his  birth  would  probably  be  far  more  in- 
teresting and  contain  events  of  greater  moment 
than  all  the  threescore  and  ten  years  that  follow 
it."  It  was  ridiculed  as  a  speculation  far  more 
curious  than  useful.  But  it  is  so  no  longer.  The 
received  oi)inion  now  is  that  character  is  the  result 
of  innunierable  iiillueiices  from  without  and  from 
within,  which  act  unceasingly  through  life.  Who 
shall  estimate  the  effects  of  these  latent  forces  en- 
folded in  the  spirit  of  a  new-born  child — forces  that 
may  date  back  centuries,  and  find  their  origin  in  the 
life  and  thought  and  deeds  of  remote  ancestors — 
forces,  the  germs  of  which,  enveloped  in  the  awful 
mystery  of  life,  have  been  transmitted  silently 
from  generation  to  generation  and  never  jjerish? 
All  cherishing  Nature,  provident  and  uufoi'getting, 
gathers  u]!  all  tlie.se  fragments  that  nothing  maybe 
lost,  l>ut  that  all  may  ultimately  re-appear  in  new 
coiiil)inations.  Each  new  life  is  thus  the  heir  of  all 
the  ages,  the  pos.sessor  of  qualities  which  only  the 
events  of  life  can  unfold."*  Especially  in  the  life 
of  a  phj'sician,  to  give  some  particulars  concerning 

*(_Ten.  Garfield's  Oration  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Gen.  George 
H.  Thomas,  p.  r,. 
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his  parentage  is  nut  so  iiuieli  a  inatlei-  of  laudable 
jiride  a>  of  scientific  information.  Many  tliinys 
that  will  hereafter  appeal'  in  this  .-ketch,  are  thn- 
reatlilv  accounted  foi  thai  wonhl  not  !»■  undci- 
st<K)d  otherwise. 

(ieorjie  E.  Kanney  ua-  Imum  .lune  IM.  lM;V.t.  In 
Batavia.  X.  Y..  the  i  ounty  town  of  (ieneset.  and 
almost  e(|ui-distant  from  lluffalo  and  Hochester. 
His  fatlier.  iirandfatlierand  areat-ijrandfather  were 
horn  in  .^shtield,  Mass.  His  fatlier 's  name  was  Joel 
lianney:  that  of  the  (dd  |)atriarch.  who  came  to 
New  Knuland  from  Scotland  in  ll)2o.  Thomas  Ran- 
ney.  .Many  of  liis  descendants  have  been  men  of 
inlluencc  and  position,  and  not  a  few  of  the  family 
are  still  found  in  their  original  county  of  l'"ranU- 
lin.  It  is  st)metiiinir  to  come  from  .m  stock  that  h:is 
staviiiii  qualities  and  does  not  run  out;  it  is  some- 
thinji  m!_)r<'  to  inherit  the  perfi' nudum  /iit/enitini 
Scntonim;  and  in  this  respect,  as  in  so  many  oth- 
ers, a  good  man  leaveth  an  inheritance  to  hi>  chil- 
dren and  his  childrenV  children  to  the  remotest 
generation. 

The  mother  of  Dr.  Kaiuiey  was  l^lizaliclh  1'. 
t'hamplain.  the  daughtei-  of  Fiaiicis  Champlain.who 
died  at  the  earl^-  age  of  thirty-two.  from  injuries 
received  in  the  War  1^12.  He  was  the  direct  lineal 
descendant  of  Samuel  (iiamplain.  the  celehiated 
French  naval  officer,  who.  in  160i).  discovered  the 
lake  that  still  hears  his  name,  founded  (Quebec  in 
lfi(t8.  and  to  whose  courage  and  enterpiise  France 
wa.s  indebted  for  the  establishment  of  her  Colony 
of  Canada.  Mrs.  Ilaiiney  still  lives  with  her  son 
in  a  happy  and  peaceful  old  age,  and  with  a  keen 
relish  and  lecoUection  of  e\ents  public  and  private 
in  the  long,  long  ago.  As  often  hajipens.  the 
son  "favors"  his  mother,  and  to  a  [iractieed  eye 
the  French  lineaments  in  his  ct)untenance  are  ob- 
\  ions.  In  the  early  days  of  our  history  the  Scotch 
and  French  frequently  united  in  marriage,  each 
having  a  common  Celtic  t)rigin. 

.loel  Uanne\  received  an  excellent  education. 
and  for  some  years  turned  it  to  good  act-ouiil  as 
an  intelligent  farmer  and  dealer  in  stock.  Then 
caine  the  crash  of  1837.  a  debased  currency.  st;ig- 
natiou  in  business,  and  bankrupey  all  over  the 
land.  The  hnig-continued  "hard  times"  had  at 
least  (Uie  yood  effect — it  compelled   multitudes  to 


"go  West;"  and  but  for  this  enforced  hegira  from 
the  East.  Michigan  would  not  havebeen  the  mighty 
eonnnonwealth  she  now  i-. 

.Mr.  Ranne\ .  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  re- 
moved to  Kent  County.  Mich.,  and  after  their  full 
share  of  malarial  illness  and  oIIum'  inevitable  hard- 
>hips  of  jjioneer  life,  he  secured  a  good  home  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  about  three  miles  southwest  of 
<  irand  l>a|)ids.  Then  came  calamity  indeed.  Long 
before  the  farm  had  liccn  cleared  (jr  rendered  pro- 
ductive, the  good  husband  and  father  died,  and 
(ieorge.  now  a  lad  of  twelve,  had  to  foiin  the 
lir.ave  (nirpo-se  of  tighting  the  battle  of  life  alone. 
The  offer  of  work  for  wages  im  a  farm,  with  the 
privilege  of  attending  winter  school,  was  at  once 
accepted,  .-ind  fi'om  that  time  forw.aril  he  went 
through  the  young  American's  regular  cui-riculuin 
of  farming,  driving  team,  clerkiugaiid  railroading. 
At  the  early  age  of  .seventeen  lie  found  himself  ;it 
.Start'ord.  \.  v..  as  freight  and  ticket  agent  of  the 
liutfalo.  Coj-uing  d'  New  York  Railroad.  In  liiseii- 
dea\<ii  to  keep  order  at  his  .station,  there  were 
some  who  despised  his  youth,  and  occa.sionaUy  got 
the  wojst  of  it.  (  »iie  of  them,  the  son  of  a  Directoi'. 
complained  to  his  father,  and  the  Director  insisted 
that  ( k'orge  should  be  dismissed.  Nothing  daunted, 
however,  he  appealed  to  the  Superintendenl. -11111 
.isked  him  to  inquire  of  the  citizens  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  case.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  was  that 
(leorge  was  indeed  removed  from  his  position,  but 
only  to  another  and  a  better  one  in  the  Su|ieriii- 
tendenl's  own  office.  Such  an  incident  is  .as  credit- 
able to  the  young  defender  of  his  rights,  as  it  is 
mean  and  contein))tibleon  Hue  jiart  of  the  cowardly 
aggressors.  The  victory  was  sonielliing.  but  the 
good  opinion  of  the  .Superintendent,  that  "(ieorge 
was  eajjable  of  occupying  a  much  better  jiosition." 
was  a  good  deal  more.  It  gave  him  a  new  irajuilse 
in  his  attention  to  duty,  and  \'eiy  soon  he  was  pro- 
moted to  \\';iyl;iiiil — excepting  two.  the  most  im- 
[lortant  st.-iticui  on  the  road.  His  determined  cool- 
ness and  |jluck.  and  hi,-  ability  to  overcome  o|i|io- 
sition  and  to  avail  himself  of  opportunities  of 
ad\  .■mcemcnt.  were  marked  characteristics  of  our 
young  railroad  agent,  of  which  we  shall  see  iiuni- 
erous  illustratious  in  his  future  careei.  lii  an  ebb- 
ing tide   let  us  ciist  anchor  and  hold  on;  the  tide 
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will  soon  turn  afjain.  Only  a  dead  lish  lloats  with 
the  stream. 

Meanwhile,  underlying  all  other  things  in  young 
Ranney'smind  wasan  intense  desire  for  knowledge. 
Hence  his  saenrtees  to  attend  winter  school;  hence 
his  exemplary  diligence  at  Stafford  Academy,  under 
Parson  Radley;  at  Rushford  Academy,  under  Prof. 
Saylles;  at  Cary  Collegiate  Seminary,  under  Dr. 
Eastman.  Hence  hi.s  enthusiastic  attachment  to 
some  of  his  fellow-students,  especially  to  Thaddeus 
C.  Pound,  afterward  of  Wisconsin,  whose  subse- 
quent success  in  political  life  fully  justified  the  ad- 
miration f>f  his  friend.  This  attachment  was  one 
(li  the  kind  that  those  only  understand  who  have 
liad  the  i)rivilege  of  enjoying  it.  "The  union  of 
two  minds,"  says  the  greatest  reflective  thinker  of 
all  time,  "from  that  sympathy  which  is  the  result 
of  unity  of  aim  in  the  acquisition  of  truth,  is  the 
liightest  to  which  they  can  aspire."  Like  that  of 
comrades  in  war,  the  attachment  of  classmates  is 
proverbial.  This  is  the  true  Platonic  love:  whal 
so  often  goes  under  the  name  is  but  a  base  and  un- 
worthy counterfeit. 

In  addition  to  the  desire  of  knowledge,  yoving 
Ranney  had  also  a  verv  definite  ideal  before  his 
mind  of  the  kind  of  man  he  would  like  to  lie.  Of 
all  the  men  with  whom  he  had  come  into  more  im- 
mediate contact,  none  had  more  deeply  enlisted  his 
youthful  admiration  than  a  certain  beloved  phy- 
sician, in  whom  the  "code  of  ethics"  was  most 
liapi)ily  fxemplilied.  Would  his  coming  ever  be 
watched  for  with  so  much  anxiety.'  the  door  be 
oi)ened  with  .as  much  revereuce  for  his  opinion  in 
matters  of  life  and  death?  Would  he  ever  have  it 
in  his  power  to  ccmfer  similar  benefits  on  the  sick 
and  suffering?  The  way  did  not  seem  to  be  ea.sy. 
Iiut  there  was  a  way,  and  he  found  it.  The  grim 
lions  that  so  often  seem  to  be  in  the  path  of  sloth 
and  cowardice  are  found  by  the  brave  and  indus- 
trious to  be  chained  on  either  side.  They  are  not 
in  the  path    itself. 

Our  biography  now  widens  into  history.  In 
1!S.5H  young  Ranney  came  to  Charlotte,  Mich.,  and 
after  spending  some  time  in  a  drug  store,  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Hall. 
In  1860-61  he  attended  his  first  term  of  medical 
lectures  in  the  University'  of  Michigan.    But  those 


were  times  in  which  men  were  studying  the  condi- 
tion of  their  country  more  than  anything  else. 

"Oh.  sad  and  slow  the  weeks  went  by  !    Each  held  his  anxious 

breath. 
Like  one  who  waits,  in  helpless  fear,  some  sorrow  great  as 

death ! 
Oh,  scarcely  was  there  faith  in  Ciod,  nor  any  trust  in  man, 
While  fast  along  the  Southern  sky  the  bliglitiug  shadow  ran  ! 
It  veiled  the  stars  one  after  one,  it  hushed  the  patriot "s  song, 
And  stole  from   man  tlie  sacred  sense  tliat  parteth  right  and 

wrong  ! 

"Then  a  red  Hash— the  lightning  across  the  darkness  broke, 
.\nd  with  a  voice  that  shook  the  land  the  guns  of   Sumter 

spoke ! 
Wake  !  sons  of  heroes,  wake!  the  age  of  heroes  dawns  again  I 
Truth  takes  in  her  hand  her  ancient  sword,  and  calls  her  loyal 

men  ! 
Lo  !  brightly  o'er  the  breaking  day  shines  Freedom's  holy  star- 
Peace  cannot  cure  the  sickly  time.— all  had  the  healer,  war!" 

"War  a  healer"  seems  strange  doctrine  to  many 
who  do  not  distinguish  bet-ween  war  and  mere 
bloodshed,  but  not  to  such  i)hilosophers  as  De- 
(^uincey.  or  to  such  poets  as  Wordsworth.  There 
are  times  when  the  body  politic  requires  the  sword, 
just  as  tlie  body  physical  requires  the  knife.  War 
in  a  good  cause  is  not  the  greatest  evil  which  a  na- 
tion can  suffer.  If  slavery  will  not  give  way  to 
freedom,  nor  freedom  to  slavery-,  the  sword  is  the 
only  umiiire  that  can  settle  the  controversy. 

Ill  .September.  1861.  young  Ranney  enlisted  as  a 
piivate  under  Capl.  H.  A.  Sha«.  and  assisted  him 
in  recruiting  a  company  for  the  .Second  Michig.an 
Cavalry.  His  knowledge  of  medicine  soon  made 
him  its  third  llosiiital  Steward.  The  radical  change 
of  habits  in  a  thousand  men  recruited  from  their 
homes  imposed  arduous  duties  ujioii  the  surgeons, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1862  the  Hospital  Steward 
■was  temporarily  assigned  the  duties  of  an  Assistant 
Surgeon  at  New  Madrid,  Mo.  By  overwork  and 
exposure  he  was  there  taken  ill.  and  the  disease  be- 
iiio  severe  and  long  protracted,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service.  During  his  convalescence  he 
attended  another  term  at  the  Michigan  Universitj-, 
and  w.as  graduated  in  March,  186;i.  But  it  was  not 
his  lot  to  lose  time  waiting  for  jiaticnts.  Letters 
from  his  regiment  to  (tov.  Blair,  recommending 
Dr.  Ranney  as  their  unanimous  choice  for  Second 
Assistant  Surgeon, at  once  secured  him  the  appoint- 
ment, and  on  the  13tli  of  .lune  lie  joined  his  old 
regiment  at  Triune,  Tenn. 
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Tliosf  who  kiKiw  what  ciivalrv  servk't*  iis.  as  com- 
pai'ed  witli  that  of  infantry,  how  (U-ipornte  are  the 
raids,  and  liow  fre(|uent  tlie  skirmisliini;.  ean  well 
believe  that  Suryeon  RanneyV  i)nsiti()n  required 
no  littU'  foi'titnde  and  self-po.ssesssion.  Take  a  few 
ixamples:  ( )n  the  first  day's  advance  from  Triune 
there  was  a  tiiiht  at  [{over,  in  which  a  soldier  he- 
louiiiut;'  to  ••uiother  lirioade.  «'as  severely  wounded 
in  the  arm.  His  own  suroeon  confessiny-  his  utter 
inaliility  to  o|jerate  on  accoiuit  of  his  trembling' 
nerves,  the  medical  director  himself  was  ublisjed  to 
opei'ate.  and  took  ])i.  Uanney  to  assist  him.  The 
treiuMiny'  sui-ueon  wa^  not  alarmed  without  cause. 
The  scene  was  exciting  in  the  extreme.  IJuUets 
whizzing  thick  and  fast:  s(|uadrons  dashing  here 
and  there;  everything  uncei'tain  as  to  the  i-esult  of 
the  conflict:  the  wotmded  man  just  on  the  ground 
where  he  fell,  and  no  time  to  take  liiin  .'inywliere 
else — these,  it  must  he  confessed,  were  not  very  de- 
sirnlile  conditions  for  a  capital  oi)eration.  Hut  the 
two  surgeons,  solely  intent  on  theii-  work,  maile 
the  amputation  as  re(|uired.  From  that  day  on. 
thi'ougii  the  entire  campaign.  .Surgeon  Kaiiney 
found  a  true  friend  and  a  kindred  spirit  in  .Medi- 
cal Director  (!ieer.  ivnowmg  that  the  j^ost  of  honor 
was  the  ])ost  of  danger,  the  Director  took  the  full 
measui'e  of  his  calm  and  resolute  assistant,  and 
thenceforward  lost  no  op|)ortunity  togive  him  liet- 
ter  positions. 

Take  another  example:  In  the  Atlanta  c:impaign. 
dui'ing  the  hundreil  consecutive  days  in  which  the 
Federal  forces  were  undei'  fire,  a  soldier  of  the  brig- 
ade having  lost  his  leg.  it  was.  of  course,  the  duty 
of  his  own  surgeon  to  o|)erate.  hut  when  every- 
thing was  ready  he  confessed  that  he  could  not 
opeiate  under  fire.  At  his  recpiest  Dr.  R.anney 
made  the  amputation,  and  being  seen  by  nian\  of 
the  combatants,  it  thus  gained  him  a  reputation  for 
nerve  and  self-possession  that  he  never  afterward 
forfeited.  Soldiers  love  and  admire  courage,  not 
only  in  other  officers,  but  in  chaplains  and  sur- 
geons. 

Take  a  third  example:  A  Wisconsin  brigade  suf- 
fered severely  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
one  of  the  prisoners  being  the  Colonel  himself. 
Their  own  amlnilances  not  being  acces.sible.  those 
of  Dr.  Hanney"s  brigade  were  oi-dei'ed  \ip.    Alarmed 


by  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  lirigade- 
Major  and  his  assistants  fled  to  the  rear.  re[)orting 
their  own  hairbreadth  escape,  and  the  certain  cap- 
tnie  of  Surgeon  Kanney  and  hisassistant.  (iieatly 
to  the  chaarin.  however,  there  came  an  order  from 
Di'.  H.annev  for  more  ambulances.  They  arrived 
jjromptly,  and  with  them  an  order  from  Director 
(ireer  foi'  Dr.  Hannev  to  assume  the  duties  of  Brig- 
ade Surgeon.  The  |)romotion  was  a  ra])id  (^ne.  but 
it  was  well  desei'ved.  and  the  Doctor  held  the  i)osi- 
tion  with  increasing  honor  during  the  remainder 
of  the  very  active  and  trying  campaign  that  cul- 
minated in  the  capture  of  .\t4anta. 

Hut  it  wa^  at  the  memoral>le  l)attle  of  Chicka- 
inauga  where  Dr.  Kanney  was  in  the  greatest  jieril. 
One  day  in  September.  IHt!;^.  a  telegram  came  to 
the  War  Office  at  Washington — "The  army  is  in 
total  routl"  By  noon  came  an<jthcr  telegram — 
••(  leu.  Thomas  still  hol(l>  the  centerl"  Never  wei'c 
I're^ident  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Stanton  in  more 
complete  bewilderment.  rnfoi'tunately  for  Dr. 
IJannry.  his  place  on  this  tiying  day  was  not  the 
centei'  with  (tcii.  Thomas.  The  right  wing',  struck 
heavily  in  the  flank,  was  sent  flying  in  disordei' 
toward  (hattanooga.  The  cavalry  covered  the  re- 
ti'eat,  fir.sf  massing  at  Crawfish  Springs,  and  then 
retreating  about  half  a  mile  and  massing  again. 
While  still  near  the  springs  the  enemy  were  threat- 
ening and  firing  at  long  range.  .V  detachment 
under  (ien.  Rucker  dashed  u))  to  get  the  |)osition 
and  strength  of  the  Federals,  tired  at  them,  and  re- 
treated. Dr.  Kanney  thus  far  during  the  retreat 
had  lieen  in  the  immediate  rear  of  his  regiment, 
but  meeting  a  wounded  man  making  his  way  to- 
ward the  hospital  and  (piite  exhausted  fi'om  loss  of 
blood,  he  disuu)unted  and  a[)plied  dressings  to  stop 
the  bleeding.  In  the  meantime  the  cavalry  had 
started,  leaving  Di'.  Kanney  a  shoit  distance  in  the 
rear;  he  hastened  to  overtake  them,  .lust  at  that 
moment,  however,  (Jen.  Ixuckei'V  command  charged 
the  l-'ederal  cavalry  from  the  flank  and  rear,  and 
the  rebel  cavalry  having  got  in  between  the  sur- 
geon and  his  brigade,  he  found  himseU'  in  a  very 
ditlicult  position.  ^Making  his  w;iy  to  a  road  about 
three  miles  distant,  and  which  ran  pai'allel  with  the 
road  to  Chattanooga,  he  reached  it  in  advance  of 
the  Confederates,  but  in  the  rear  of  (ien.  Sheridan. 
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wild    \vM>  rciviTiiiji'   the   retreat    on   the  same   road 
near  the  hase  of  the  ridge. 

Ridiug  rapidly  along,  joyon.s  and  eonlideut  ot 
his  escape,  he  came  to  a  diagonal  road  crossing  tlie 
two  others.  But  the  clatter  of  hoi'.ses'  feet,  the 
reliel  \ell,  and  the  command  to  lialt  from  a  eom- 
paiiv  of  Texas  rangers  charging  down  upon  him 
not  twenty  rods  off,  showed  him  at  once  that  liis 
hojM's  were  disappointed.  (^luickly  turning  Ills 
hoi'se.  he  trieil  to  reach  an  undergrowtli  of  oak. 
which  might  partially  olistruct  the  rangers"  view. 
Those  at  the  head  of  the  column  having  fired  three 
>hots  al  him.  to  .-ixdid  any  more  he  jum|)ed  from 
his  horse  without  checking  his  speed,  hoping  the 
animal  wouhl  continue  its  course  on  the  road. 
.Much  t(i  Ills  s\ir|)rise  and  alarm,  the  horse  stopped 
and  endeavored  to  follow  him  into  the  hushes. 
Three  of  tlie  rangers  halted  to  take  him  and  his 
hoi-se.  Iiut  not  daring  to  stop  long  enougli.  Ihey 
got  the  hoi'.se  only. 

'The  firing  of  the  rangers  al  J)r.  Uaiincx  having 
lieen  noticed  liy  some  rebel  cavalry  in  the  icai'. 
tliev  formed  a  line  across  the  open  field  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  thi'  woods,  where  the  IJoctoi' 
was  hugging  the  ground  as  closely  as  possibly  be- 
hind a  friendly  rail  cut.  about  half  the  size  of 
his  body.  Skirmishers  came  across  the  field  and 
into  the  woods,  and  one  caine  over  within  ten  rods 
of  his  hiding  place.  Watching  for  him  to  raise  his 
uun  and  take  aim  before  he  cried  for  (juarter.  the 
Doctor  concluded  to  wait  until  tlie  \eiy  last  mo- 
ment. Fortunately  the  skirmisher  was  looking 
higher  and  beyond  him,  and  not  finding  any  one 
to  shoot  at.  returned  to  liis  horse.  l-"roni  behin<l 
his  slender  protection  the  Doctor  watched  the 
horse's  legs  until  he  was  glad  to  see  those  at  the 
end  of  tlu'  column. 

It  was  now  evening,  and  the  sun  was  just  goina 
out  of  sight.  One  thing  was  certain,  the  rebels  had 
fairly  cuthiin  off  from  his  own  army.  He  had  had 
a  hard  day  of  it.  Hearing  the  firing  at  the  front, 
just  as  he  liad  sat  down  to  breakfast,  he  snatchecl  .a 
hard-tack,  and  after  the  whole  weary  day  of  work. 
this  was  all  he  had  to  eat.  Tired  and  hnngr,\'  and 
cold,  heat  last  found  a  dead  man's  blanket  soaked 
with  l)lood.  and  wrapping  himself  up  in  il  Laid 
down  in  a  fence-corner  and  slept   until   morning. 


What  could  he  do.-  liet ween  him  and  liisowuarniy 
was  that  of  the  reliels.  On  his  right  were  .some 
twenty  miles  of  Ijarren  and  inhospitalile  inouutain.s. 
I  le  did  the  only  thing  possible  in  the  circumstances, 
.ind  ie|iorted  hini.self  to  Surgeon  llawley  (now  of 
I'eoria.  III.),  who  was  then  in  cliarge  of  the  well- 
lilled  hospital  at  Crawfish  Spring,  and  where  he 
was  immediately  assigned  to  duty. 

Soon  (ien.  Bragy's  .Vdjut;uit-(  ieneral.  .Mnd  others 
belonging  to  his  staff,  including  Dr.  l-'liiellin.  hi> 
medical  director,  visited  the  place  to  parole  the 
wounded  soldiers  and  some  surgeons  who  had  been 
taken  prisoners.  The  surgeons  were  asked  to  sign 
the  same  parole  as  the  .soldiers.  Some  did  so  with- 
out hesitation.  When  Dr.  Raiiney's  turn  came  to 
sign,  he  said  that  according  to  the  cartel  existing 
between  the  Federal  and  Confederate  ( iovernments 
the  surgeons,  as  non-combatants,  could  not  legally 
lie  made  prisoners  of  war.  He  also  said  that  if  the 
j-'cileial  ( !overnine«it  were  holding  Confederate 
surgeons  who  were  ca|)tnrcd  in  the  legitimate  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  he  was  willing  to  be  held  as 
a  hostage  until  the  wrong  was  redressed,  but  he 
would  not  sign  the  parole.  'The  contidversy  grew 
hotter  and  hotter,  until  the  Ad  jutant-(  ieneral  told 
the  Doctor  lie  must  either  sii;n  the  pai'ole  or  be  put 
under  guard. 

"I'llt  me  under  guard,  then."  >aid  the  plucky 
surgeon.  "I  will  look  to  my  own  (io\einment  to 
see  that   justice  is  done  in  the  ease." 

Fortunately,  at  this  critical  juncture  Dr.  Flnelliu 
submitted  a  paper,  which  is  still  in  Di'.  IJanney's 
possession,  and  reads  as  follows: 

•'We,  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the 
I'uitcd  States  (;overnineiit, ea|)tnred  at  the  liattic  of 
Cliickamauga.  on  September  2(1.  I. si;;),  do  solemnly 
swear  that  we  will  not  liear  .arms  against,  or  give 
any  information  detrimental  to.  the  Confederate 
States  (iovernment.  nor  in  any  way  or  manner  as- 
sist the  Inited  States  (iovernineiit  until  we  leave, 
or  are  exchanged  for  such  Confederate  surgeons  as 
have  lieeu  captured  in  the  legitimate  discharge  of 
Iheir  duties  and  held  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. .Vnd  as  we  are  only  paroled  to  attend  the 
Federal  wounded,  we  will  report  to  the  comniand- 
anl  of  the  post  al  Atlanta,  (ia..  as  soon  as  our  sei- 
\'icescan  be  dispensed  with." 
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When  a  man's  head  is  in  the  lion's  mouth,  it  re-  ! 
quires  some  grit  to  object  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  kin<>-  of  beasts  may  see  lit  to  let  the  head  out 
again;  l)iit  this  is  just  what  John  Knox  did  when 
a  slave  on  hoard  the  galle}',  and  what  l)i-.  Ranney 
did  when  a  prisoner  at  Crawfish  Springs,  in  the 
end.  all  were  satisfied  with  the  ])aper  except  the 
Adjutant^General.  who  had  to  pocket  the  affront 
from  the  sturdy  "Yank"  as  best  he  could.  The 
sulisequentex|)erience  of  the  Doctor  for  forty-four 
days  in  the  Libby  Prison  is.  unfortiinately,  too 
familiar  to  need  detail.  One  thing,  however,  at 
Jjjbliv  was  (|uite  char.acteristic.  Having  [licked  np 
a  work  on  medical  jurispiiidcnce.  he  read  it  witli 
moi'e  interest  than  one  would  expect  in  such  un- 
favorable circumstances. 

Early  in  .luly,  1864,  the  portion  of  the  .Second 
Regiment  then  in  the  field,  was  ordered  to  return 
to  Franklin,  near  Nashville,  and  there  join  tlie 
other  part  of  the  reginu>nt,  which  had  been  absent 
on'  veteran  leave.  Arrived  at  Franklin,  the  post 
hospital  was  put  in  charge  of  Dr.  Ranney,  and 
sliortly  after  he  received  veteran  leave  of  alisence 
for  thirty  days. 

Returning  to  his  old  friends  at  ( 'harlotte.  he  cin- 
(iloyeii  his  Last  eleven  days  in  recruiting  men  to 
fill  the  quota  for  the  towns  of  F^aton  and  Carmcl. 
The  first  two  days  he  enlisted  twentj-seven.  and 
before  tlie  expiration  of  his  furlough  the  whole 
(piota  of  fifty-one.  Tliese  recruits,  ecjually  to  the 
surprise  and  delight  of  Ins  old  regiment,  now  re- 
duced to  a  minimum,  he  marched  into  their  camp, 
thus  .securing  for  some  twenty  olticers  the  rank  to 
which  their  conuni.ssions  entitled  them.  The  Sec- 
ond Regiment  soon  had  an  opportunity  of  showing 
their  newly  .acquired  strength  by  repelling  a  raid 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  under  (Jen.  Wheeler,  and  driv- 
insi'  liim  beyond  the  Tennessee.  Almo.st  immedi- 
ately the  raid  was  rei)eated  under  (Jen.  F'oirest.  and 
in  the  engagement  at  Pulaski,  lasting  a  whole  day. 
the  Federals  suffered  the  heaviest  loss,  Imt  the  Con- 
federates abandoned  the  field. 

While  at  Pulaski,  Dr.  Ranney  was  called  from 
the  held  to  operate  for  the  Fiist  Brigade.  The 
church  used  as  a  hospital,  being  full  to  overflow- 
ing, he  was  ordered  to  establish  another  iKL-^pitjil. 
and  furnished  with  assistants  for  that  purpose.  Be- 


ing the  only  medical  officer  with  his  regiment,  he 
w.as  relieved  from  the  hospital  and  allowed  to  ac- 
company his  command  when  it  removed  from  Pul- 
aski. Forrest  was  driven  across  the  Tennessee,  but 
only  to  be  succeeded  by  Hood  and  his  entire  army, 
now  reinforced  by  the  army  of  Dick  Taylor.  Af- 
ter stane  severe  skirmishes  with  the  Second  Cavalry 
and  other  regiments  who  were  acting  as  pickets  to 
l)re\ent  Hood  crossing  the  river,  his  overwhelming 
niunbcrs  soon  enabled  him  to accomiilish  liis  design 
with  much  loss  to  the  Federals. 

.\  more  intensely  interesting  moment  than  this 
was  scarcely  known  during  the  war — .Slu'rman  cut- 
tiuu'  loose  from  his  base  and  starting  southward 
from  Atlanta  on  his  great  march  to  the  sea;  the 
sagacicnis  Thomas  keeping  his  own  counsels  and 
organizing  a  new  army  out  of  everything  on  which 
he  could  lay  his  hand;  Gen.  Gr.ant  leaving  Rich- 
mond for  Washington  on  his  way  AVestward  to  find 
what  it  all  meant;  and  Hood  with  characteristic 
audacity  determined  to  carry  the  war  into  .\fric.-i. 
In  vain  the  I'nion  cavalry  contested  the  ground 
inch  by  inch,  felling  trees,  and  fighting  behind 
barricades  on  every  hill  that  would  give  them  ad- 
vantage; the  columns  of  the  enemy  were  tooheavv. 
.Schofield  fell  back  from  Pulaski  to  Coluinliia.  and 
after  fighting  all  day  and  marching  twenty-five 
miles  at  night,  got  into  position  early  October  30, 
at  F'"ranklin.  Never  were  the  rebels  in  better  spir- 
it*. Hood  had  delayed  his  attack  until  all  his 
forces  could  be  lirought  uj),  some  fifty-five  tliou- 
.«and  men.  Opposed  to  him,  under  Schofield,  were 
onh'  twenty  thousand  men.  "Ihe.ak  those  lines," 
shouted  the  im[>etu(nis  Hood,  "and  there  is  nothing 
more  to  withstand  you  this  side  of  the  Ohio  River. 
On  to  Nashville,  and  you  will  have  nothing  to  do 
this  winter  but  eat  and  drink  and  sit  by  the  fire 
and  swap  jack-knives." 

The  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  occui)yiiig  the  ex- 
treme left  and  .actively  eng.aged  from  earl3-   morn- 

I  ing.  were  driven  by  noon  .across  the  little  Harpetli. 
While  crossing,  the  reliel  infantry  rushed  forward, 
llaunting  their    Hag,  and    shouting  triumphantly, 

I  "You  are  our  prisoners!"  But  their  exultation  was 
altogether  i)remature.  Skillfully  availing  himself 
of  a  little  bend  in  the  river  and  of  an  adjacent 
■woods,  Gen.  Croxton  had  placed  there  a  regiment 
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1)1  aiwluisli.  Opeiiinsi  uijuu  the  fiiciny.  ;i  aalling 
and  eiifiliulint;  tire  upon  iiis  tljuik.tlie  Second  Cav- 
alry lost  no  timi'  in  iniproviuii'  tlu'ir  op))ortnnit\ 
to  the  utmost,  and  so.  to  the  iireat  eliaiirin  of  the 
i-eliels.  made  good  their  eseape  to  the  other  side. 

The  amliulances  were  tluis  thrown  into  a  \'i  r\ 
hazardo\[>  position  on  the  flats  lietween  the  two 
rivers,  and  an  ordeil y  was  dispatehed  by  (ien.  Ciox- 
ton  to  Dr.  Hauney.  tellinsi'  him  that-  his  command 
woidd  soon  fail  haek.  and  he  must  lookout  for  the 
eoiise(|uenees.  But  the  order  not  being  peremi)toi\\'. 
the  Doctoi'  continued  to  gather  up  the  wounded 
men  in  the  train  now  >lowly  moving  to  the  I'ear 
and  near  the  cent4-e.  which  was  in  the  village  of 
I'i'anklin.  .V  second  time  the  orderly  galloped  u|i. 
«ith  positixc  ordeis  to  move  on  at  once  if  he  did 
not  expect  to  lie  cajitureil.  ISut  the  order  was  more 
easily  given  than  obeyed.  l''t.  ( iranger.  wliich  the 
Second  Caxalry  h:id  helpe(I  to  build,  .•iml  which 
the\  had  called  after  tiicir  old  Colonel,  now  oi)eued 
their  batteries  on  the  enemy 's  line.  The  Confed- 
erate artillery  rcturneil  the  (ire  with  ecpial  spirit. 
W'liih'  thus  between  the  lires  the  Fedeial  center 
gave  way.  and  tlie  enemy  perceiving  their  advan- 
t.Mue.  rushed  in  liki'  a  toi'rent.  carrying  the  hill, 
baking  eight  of  our  guns,  and  planting  the  rebel 
Hag  ou  oui'  breastworks,  lint  again  their  rejoicing 
w;is  not  to  last.  Col.  ()pd\ke.  in  one  of  the  most 
splendid  conntei'  assaults  of  the  campaign,  retook 
our  guns  and  captured  ten  rebel  flags  and  thi'ee 
hundred  prisoners  into  the  bargain. 

rt  was  now  night,  and  the  train  of  ambidauces 
was  stdl  in  very  critical  circumstances.  Our  own 
cavalr\'  liad  galloped  through  fields  an<l  woods, 
miles  away  to  the  left  and  rear,  to  guard  oui' Hanks. 
I'he  soldiers  about  the  fort  wei-e  beginning  to  start 
canip-tii'es,  when  suddenly  i)i'.  Kanney  lieaiil  the 
command,  "put  out  those  tires!"  and  in  the  sten- 
torian voice  recognized  that  of  Col.  Streight.  whose 
acquaintance  he  had  m.ade  a  few  month.--  before  in 
Libbv  Prison.  .Vt  once  nniking  himself  known  lo 
Ihe  (  olonel.  he  asked  for  further  orders.  ■■.\|o\<' 
on  to  N.ashville,"  was  the  I'eply:  "for  unle.-s  you 
and  vour  ambulance^  occu|)y  tlu'  field  alonc'.  there 
i>  no  other  way  foi'  ynw.  I  am  now  in  coiinii.-uid 
of  Ihe  rear-guard,  and  >hall  >oon  move  there  my- 
>elf."      .lust  in  time  to  get  in  aihaucc  of  the  rear-    ; 


guarcl.  Dr.  Uanney  had  the  satisfaction  of  brinii- 
ing  every  ambvdance  and  evt^-y  soldier  .safe  within 
the  defen.ses  of  Xashville.  That  was  a  jiroud  dav 
in  the  history  of  the  young  siu'geon.  which  none  of 
his  friends,  either  in  the  army  oi-  out  of  it. .-ire  will- 
ing should  be  forgotten. 

IJut  the  work  of  llie  :imbulani-e  and  its  various 
attendants  is  not  \  et  dom-.  liy  December  !).  Hood 
had  established  his  lines  south  of  Nashville.  The 
.season  is  against  him.  for  it  i>  a  week  of  severe 
cold.  Xumbers  are  no  longer  in  his  favor.  foi-  the 
Fabian  policy  of  Thomas  had  been  .--iiccessfnl.  The 
besieged  (.-)  were  more  than  the  Ijesiegers.  and  in 
.all  res])ects  in  much  better  shape.  To  sit  b\  the 
fire  .'It  Xashville.  they  must  |)ass  through  another 
lire  much  worse  than  that  of  Franklin.  Thomas 
orders  an  advance.  'I'he  first  day's  work  gives 
him  sixteen  guns  and  twehe  hundred  prison- 
ers; the  second  day 's  work  gives  him  in  .-dl  four 
thou.sainl  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  prisoners. 
two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  otlicers.  and  tift\- 
three  guns. 

One  of  these  prisoners,  lien.  K.  \\'.  Hucker.  in 
coniinandof  ;i  division  of  rebel  cavalry,  was  known 
by  the  Federal  cavalry  as  "the  man  on  the  i;ia\ 
horse,'*  wh<i  often  dashed  n|i  to  the  Federal  lines 
to  get  them  into  a  position  to  exchanae  shots. 
^^'hile  lighting  hand  to  hand  with  a  I'nion  captain, 
his  left  arm  was  shattered  just  below  the  shoulder 
by  a  b.all.  .Vs  the  first  Federal  surgeon  to  .see  him. 
Dr.  Kanney  cotuteously  offered  the  (ieneral's  staff 
surgeon  his  assistance,  and  the  professional  cour- 
tesy w'.as  returne(l  by  a  re(piest  to  iierform  the  op- 
eration himself.  'I'he  next  in(jrning  he  .sent  him 
in  a  comfortable  conveyance  to  X^ashville.  The 
last  time  Dr.  Uaniu\\  s;iw  ■•the  man  on  the  gra\- 
lioise"  jirevionsly  was  just  before  the  chara-e  iit 
Cliickamauga.  which  resulted  in  his  capture. 

After  Hood's  defeat  by  Oen.  Thomas,  a  hot  pui- 
suit  was  m.-ide  by  the  c;i\alry,  and  coiiseipicMt!  \ 
many  Confederate  wounde<l  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Federal  surgeons  for  Ireatment.  Hood  uot  ♦ 
over  the  Tennessee  with  .a  icmn.antof  liisarin\  .-ind 
the  loss  of  his  last  gun.  The  Fnion  cavali^-,  ha\- 
ing  leached  the  Tennessee,  wintered  at  Florence 
and  Waterloo.  Meantime.  Dr.  Raiiney  liad  been 
commissioned  as  .-i    full    surgeon,   and    the    hospital 
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departments  of  his  corps  being  organized  into  divi- 
sions, he  was  put  in  charge  of  tlie  First  Division 
Hospital  Department,  and  ai)i)(>iiitpd  its  chief  ojj- 
erator. 

Tennessee  once  more  repossessed,  now  for  Ala- 
hamal  AVhile  (ieii.  Canby  was  operating  from  the 
Sdiith,  the  movement  at  the  Isortli  was  ied  by  Gen. 
James  H.  Wilson,  detached  by  (ien.  Grant  from 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  sent  AVest  with  his 
veterans  fur  this  particular  purjiose.  His  command 
consisted  of  about  fifteen  thousand  men.  and  was 
known  as  the  Cavali'v  C'orjjs  of  the  Military  Divi- 
sion of  the  Mississii)pi.  His  objective  point  was 
Selina.  where,  after  a  long  and  fatiguing  march,  a 
decisive  battle  was  fought,  residting  in  the  capture 
of  many  i)risoners  and  a  large  amount  of  aimy 
stoi-es.  AVilson  pursued  the  enemy  to  Montgomery 
which  surrendered  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  then 
pushed  on  to  Columbus,  and  Macon,  Ga. 

It  may  he  well  imagined  that  this  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly active  campaign,  and  that  the  number  of 
sick  and  wounded  requiring  surgical  aid  was  very 
great.  At  Macon  the  hospital  departments  of  the 
three  divisions  constituting  the  corps  were  consoli- 
dated. Dr.  Ranney  was  ordered  to  receipt  for  all 
medical  stores  to  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  the 
other  divisions,  and  to  establish  a  corps  hospital  in 
the  Iniilding  formerly  used  by  the  .State  of  Georgia 
as  an  asylum  for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind.  About 
three  hundred  patients  were  gathered  here  from 
various  pliices  on  the  line  of  march,  and  some  ninety 
soldiers  who  had  been  under  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  rebels.  The  case  of  the  latter  was  pitia- 
lilc  in  the  extreme.  Hither  through  meagre  facili- 
ties, or  actual  neglect  of  rebel  surgeons,  their 
wounds  liad  lieen  suffered  to  become  gangrenous; 
arteries  had  sloughed  and  requiretl  ligation.  Jn 
some  cases  amputation  had  to  be  resorted  to  to 
save  life,  but  in  the  end  not  one  of  that  number 
(lied. 

Macon  being  only  twenty  miles  from  Anderson  ■ 
ville,  when  the  rebel  armies  surrendered  the  prison- 
ers at  this  murderous  and  ever-accursed  place  were 
of  course  released.  The  poor  starved  aud  emacia- 
ted prisoners  who  were  unable  to  join  their  own 
comniands  or  bear  transportation  home  were  pro- 
vided for  in  the  corps  hospital.  The  horrors  of  that 


well-known  stockade  or  "prison-pen"  will  be  re- 
membered long  after  those  of  the  "Old  Sugar- 
House."  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  are  forgot- 
ten. It  was  just  as  much  crossing  the  death-line 
to  go  into  Andersonville  Prison  as  to  go  out  of  it. 
St)  indignant  was  Dr.  Ranney  at  the  enormous  out- 
rage here  perpetrated  on  civilization  andluiinanity 
that  lie  complained  of  Capt.  Wirtz  for  his  brutal- 
ity, and  had  him  arrested  and  placed  under  guard. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  remember 
that  when  the  war  was  ended  Capt.  AVirtz  was  the 
only  rebel  that  was  legally  hung,  and  most  richly 
did  he  merit  it.  The  only  regret  is  that  those  in 
higher  office  who  shared  in  his  unparalleled  crime, 
did  not  have  a  similar  share  in  his  well-deserved 
punishment. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  instance  in  which  Dr.  Ran- 
ney resented  the  abu.se  of  office.  AVhen  he  found 
those  of  our  own  army  who  were  deliberately  tak- 
ing advantage  of  their  position  for  private  and 
mercenary  purposes,  at  the  expense  of  the  public 
good,  he  did  not  hesitate  over  his  own  name  to 
notify  (iov.  Blair  and  other  authorities  at  home, 
and  secure  efficient  measures  for  the  remedy  of  such 
alnises.  Tros  Ti/riusi'f  iiihi  nulla  discrunine  ar/efur. 
Rebel  or  "Yank."  it  was  all  one  to  him;  where  cor- 
ruption was,  it  must  be  cauterized  and  its  progress 
arrested. 

During  the  month  of  .luly,  IHfJo,  the  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry  was  mustered  out  of  .service,  but 
the  ability'  of  Dr.  Ranney  as  a  surgeon  was  now 
too  well  known  to  leave  him  without  employment. 
Gen.  Croxton.  of  Gen.  Ed  McCook's  Division,  un- 
der whom  he  had  served  in  the  Chattanooga  cam- 
paign, offered  liim  a  commission  as  surgeon  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  Colored  Infantry, 
Mliich  he  accepted,  and  with  which  he  remained 
until  it  was  mustered  out,  in  January,  1866.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  servjce  he  was  at  Augusta, 
and,  his  duties  with  his  regiment  lieing  light,  he 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  (ieorgia  Medi- 
cal Cf)llege. 

And  now,  having  gone  through  the  war,  as  Lee 
has  it  in  his  farewell  to  his  disbanded  army,  April 
9,  I860,  our  history  once  more  returns  to  bio- 
graphy. 

In  Februaiy,  1866,  Dr.  Ranney  established  him- 
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self  as  physician  and  surgeou  in  Lansing.  Mich. 
Here  he  lias  built  up  a  solid  and  steadily  increasing 
practice,  and  now  hoids  an  enviable  position  in  his 
profession,  not  only  in  the  capital  city,  but  in  all 
the  adjacent  country.  In  186G  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  then  elected,  and  of  which  he  has 
ever  since  continued  to  be,  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary. In  1873  he  served  as  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan Central  ^Medical  Society.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  elected  corresponding  member  of  the  (,)ld 
Wayne  County  Medical  Society.  In  1872  he  was 
(  liairnian  of  the  l^ansing  Board  of  Health.  He  lias 
been  Resident  Surgeon  at  Lansing  to  the  Lake  .Shore 
&  Michigan  .Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  tiie 
Chicago  (k  Lake  Uunm  and  the  Chicago  il-  Nortli- 
eastern  Railroads.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Jledical  Association,  and  has  often  been  a  dele- 
gate to  that  Viody  from  the  Micliigan  .State  ^ledi- 
cal  .Society,  and  served  .as  the  Committee  on  Ne- 
crology for  Michigan  in  1879-80.  Nor  have  liis 
laliors  been  confined  merely  to  the  practical  duties 
of  his  profession.  To  its  periodical  literature  lie 
has  contributed  papers  upon  "Bandaging  for  the 
Relief  of  Intlamed  Maiiiiiiiv;"  "Lipera;"  Bad  Wa- 
ter a  Cause  of  Typhoid  Fever;'"  "Progress  of  Medi- 
cal Science,  with  Hints  upon  Vulgar  Errors  impend- 
ing it,"  etc. 

Dr.  Ranney  is  an  houorar\'  member  of  the  Perc 
Marquette  Medical  Society  and  the  Saginaw  Hos- 
[lital  .Staff;  corresponding  member  of  the  Detroit 
Library  Association;  member  of  the  American  Pub- 
lic Health  Association;  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation and  British  Medical  Association;  Fellow 
of  the  British  (Jynecological  As.sociation ,  etc.,  etc. 
In  1886  he  was  a  delegate  so  the  Brili.sh  Medical 
Association  held  in  Brighton.  England.  He  is  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Lansing  City  Hospital,  and  is 
now  (1891)  President  of  the  Michigan  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Railroad  Surgeons  of  Micliigan.  He  is 
Division  Surgeon  of  the  Detroit, Lansing  it  North- 
ern Railroad,  and  of  the  Chicago  &:  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad;  belongs  to  the  Pension  Examining  Board 
of  Lansing;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
of  the  United  States. 

As  a  physician  he  is  tm usually  quick  and  skillful 


in  his  diagnosis  of  di.«ease;  simple,  judicious  and 
conservative  in  his  treatment;  very  gentlemanly 
and  conciliatory  in  his  contact  with  his  patients; 
and  just  that  kind  of  physician,  who,  when  once 
known,  is  most  valued,  and  loved  alike  b3'  rich  and 
poor.  The  men  of  all  others  for  whom  lie  seems  to 
entertain  a  most  vehement  dislike,  are  the  various 
(juacksand  pretenders  to  medical  knowledge,  whom 
a  wise  and  stringent  Legislature  ought  long  since 
to  have  driven  from  a  State  as  intelligent  as  that 
of  Michigan. 

-  In  politics,  though  by  education  and  choice  a 
Republican,  he  is  not  of  the  noi.sy  kind,  or  at  all 
inclined  to  make  him.self  conspicuous  on  the  stump. 
In  religion  he  has  equally  decided  opinions  as  in 
medicine.  He  believes  that  its  tendencies  and  re- 
sults ought  always  to  characterize  the  medical  man, 
who  at  every  step  in  his  career,  in  the  very  tissues 
and  organs  of  the  human  frame,  should  not  f.ail  to 
see  sublime  and  beautiful  evidence  of  the  wisdom, 
power,  and  goodness  of  the  Great  Creator.  Its  true 
demimstration  he  thinks  is  quite  .as  often  in  the 
life  as  in  the  elaborate  argument. 

It  would  n.aturally  be  expected  that  a  man  who 
I  had  gone  through  so  varied  and  trying  an  experi- 
ence would  endeavor  to  secure  for  him.self  a  happy 
home.  In  iSeptember.  1869.  Dr.  Ranney  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Isabella  E.  .Sparrow,  daughter  of 
Bartholomew  Sparrow,  late  of  Kellelieg  Ennis- 
corthy,  Ireland,  a  woman  of  great  tenderness  of 
disposition,  and  admirably  adapted  by  her  many 
virtues  to  dignify  and  adorn  domestic  life.  They 
have  one  son,  now  (1891)  eighteen  years  old. 

It  was  Dr.  Ranney's  misfortune  to  lose  his 
daughter,  Florence,  .lune  4.  1891.  aged  ten  years 
and  three  months.  She  was  a  child  beloved  liy  all 
who  knew  her.  and  of  Iki-  Bishop  Da  vies  wrote, 
that  she  impressed  him  a.-  one  of  the  brightest  and 
most  beautiful  girls  he  ever  saw. 

ilany — oh.  how  many  I — were  our  unreturning 
brave  who  died  on  the  battle-Held,  wht)  perished 
by  the  wayside,  who  wasted  away  their  inestimable 
lives  in  rebel  hospitals  and  prison-pens  through 
starvation  and  neglect.  The  evil  which  of  all  oth- 
ers h.as  threatened  the  liody  politic  of  late  has  been 
jjoverty  of  bhiod.  It  will  take  more  than  one  gen- 
eration to  make  good  the  loss.     Yet  one  thing  is 
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ever  to  be  remembered:  but  for  such  surgeons  as 
Dr.  Ranney,  who  jeopardized  their  lives  in  the  high 
places  of  the  field,  our  loss  would  have  been  incal- 
culably greater.  They  have  returned,  indeed,  many 
of  our  Boys  in  Blue,  without  a  leg  or  without  an 
arm,  but,  thank  (iod!  they  have  at  least  brought 
back  their  undying  love  for  the  Union,  and  enough 
of  their  glorious  spirit  has  been  left  to  save  us  from 
a  Civil  War  far  worse  than  Rebellion,  and  thus 
give  us  the  grandest  prospect  of  a  national  devel-. 
opment  which  has  ever  opened  upon  the  human 
race.  Wi  close,  then,  our  sketch  in  the  same 
sjjirit  in  wliich  we  commenced  it. — Honor  to  thk. 
<;kekx  sash  as  wicli.  as  to  tiii:  1!ei>. 

(iliORGE  Dn-FII.I.I). 


>t^>^>'  >>»  I  ■  >  >  I 


)Tp\,p:V.  IIAKVEY  IIODSKISS.  This  well-known 
L^  temperance  orator  and  revered  minister  of 
ii>  \V  the  Gospel  residing  in  Locke  Townshij), 
a9  Bigham  County,  was  lioru  February  12, 
1818,  in  Pratts'  Town,  Steuben  County.  X.  V.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Puritan  descent  and  his 
maternal  grandfather  was  for  a  short  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Revolutionary  army.  When  very  young 
he  removed  Math  his  parents  to  what  is  now  known 
as  Orleans  County,  and  when  ten  years  old  lie  re- 
moved to  Chautauqua  County,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood. 

Having  arrived  at  manliood,  young  Ilodskiss 
learned  tlie  trade  of  a  cooper,  which  \iv  followed 
for  a  number  of  year^.  His  early  life  in  the  woods 
and  on  the  farm  had  not  been  adapted  to  giving 
great  advantages  in  the  line  of  education,  but  his 
own  love  for  learning  and  intense  ambition  led 
him  on,  and  he  became  a  thorough  student. 

Desire  Hill  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  our  subject's  bride  in  Chautauqua 
County,  X.  Y..  April  9,  1837.  She  was  born  De- 
cember 9,  1817,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her 
jjarents  were  Robe-t  and  Hannah  (Sullivan)  Hill. 
She  is  of  good  patriotic  stock  as  her  grandfather 
Hill  was  a  Revolulionar\'  soldier.  ]W  licr  union 
with  Mr.  Hodskiss  there  were  horn   five  children. 


only  one  of  whom  is  surviving:  Louisa,  wife  of 
Leander  Wright,  residing  in  this  county,  who  has 
a  son,  Harvey,  who  is  working  the  farm  of  out 
subject.  He  has  a  son  now  six  years  of  age. 
Tliose  who  have  passed  awa^'  are:  Nancy.  Ann 
M.,  Plimpton  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch 
when  about  eighteen  years  old,  and  began  preach- 
ing and  exhorting  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
and  has  continued  in  the  work  up  to  the  present 
time,  part  of  the  time  serving  in  that  church 
and  part  of  the  time  in  the  Wesleyau  denomi- 
nation. He  has  never  had  the  advantage  of 
college  learning,  but  studied  at  home,  and  many 
a  night  .sat  u])  until  midnight  or  2  o'clock  in  tlie 
morning,  in  order  that  lie  might  gain  the  i<iiowl- 
edge  which  he  felt  was  ncces.-iary  for  one  who 
would  speak  acceptably  to  the  people.  He  passed 
a  successful  examination  before  the  Conference 
and  became  a  regular  preacher  in  Ohio  in  184;'). 
He  came  to  Michigan  in  18.t5,  and  located  in 
Locke  Township,  this  county.  For  nearly  foui- 
3ears  he  officiated  as  Chaplain  of  the  Jackson 
State  Prison,  but  he  resigned  that  position  to  take 
a  regular  appointment  from  the  M'jthodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  is  now,  even  at  his  advanced 
age,  filling  numerous  imljuts  in  this  vicinity. 

This  reverend  gentleman  lias  liccn  :iii  extensive 
lecturer  on  the  theme  of  temperance  and  an  active 
worker  in  that  cau.se.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  long  attached  to  the  Republican  party,  but 
is  now  an  .active  Prohibitionist,  and  both  he 
and  liis  wife  are  helpers  for  every  good  cau.se.  In 
the  early  day^  in  Ohio  he  was  a  strong  ,\bolitionist 
and  a  Free  Soilei'.  He  now  owns  one  liiindred 
and  twenty  acres  of  hand,  which  he  has  gained  liy 
Strict  economy  and  persevering  labor. 

"U'hen  the  Republican  party  was  first  organized 
Mr.  Hodskiss  lectured  extensively  in  its  interests 
throughout  Ingham  County,  and  in  1860  he  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  on  that  ticket,  but 
was  defeated  by  a  minority  of  fourteen  votes.  His 
lecture.'"  have  lieen  well  Unown  throughout  Ing- 
li;ini.  .lackson,  Shiawassee.  Manistee  and  Oceana 
(diintii's.  Wiiile  he  was  residing  in  Ohio  he  was 
iii>trniiN'nt.-il  in  helping  to  f)rganize  the  Wesleyau 
Church,  wliicii  seceded  fr<ini    the    ^lethodist    E))is- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


235 


copal  C'huic'li  on  the  question  of  tlie  aholition  of 
slavery.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1H88,  Mr.  Hodskiss 
and  his  devoted  oompanion  celebrated  the  golden 
anniversaiy  of  their  wedding  day.  which  was  a 
hapi)V  occasion  lo  all  who  know  and  love  this 
worthv  couiile.  Our  .-uhject  is  quite  active  and 
vigorous  for  a  man  of  his  vears. 


Y/OSEPII  T.  M(  KII'.BIN  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
^IcKihlnn  who  came  to  Ingham  County  in 
ISdl  and  located  in  Lansing,  owning  and 
J5^/  carrying  on  a  farm  in  Lansing  Township. 
He  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Dunlap.  was  a  native 
of  Pittsburg,  I'a..  and  lived  in  that  city  until  they 
removed  to  Detroit  in  1844.  He  was  at  first  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  and  afterward  under- 
took a  ■wholesale  hardware  trade.  This  was  pre- 
vious to  ISoT,  at  which  date  he  removed  to  Lan- 
sing. 

Alexander  McKibbin  located  on  Washtenaw 
Avenue,  just  south  of  where  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  now  runs,  which  section  was  then  a  solid 
forest.  He  erected  one  of  the  first  brick  houses 
that  were  put  uj)  here,  and  he  still  owns  on  the 
homestead  eleven  .acres  of  land  just  inside  the  city 
limits.  Tliis  tract  is  finely  shaded  and  comprises 
some  of  the  liest  acres  within  the  limits.  He  still 
Continued  to  carry  on  the  farm  even  after  he  com- 
pleted his  thi-ee-seore  years  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  a  large  landed  estate. 

Mrs.  McKibbin  also  had  a  farm  in  Lansing 
Township.  This  lady  is  still  living.  They  were 
both  for  many  years  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
{'hurch,  and  in  it  they  were  active  In  every  good 
work.  Our  subject  had  his  nativity  in  Detroit. 
January  10,  1846,  and  had  the  advantage  of  city 
life  in  his  boyhood,  taking  a  thorough  drill  in  the 
schools  of  Detroit  and  finishing  his  education  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  Military  Academy  at  Sing  Sing,  X.  Y., 
after  which  he  engaged  in  a  wholesale  clothing 
trade  at  New  York  City  with  Longstreet,  Bradford 


ct  Co.,  as  salesman.  He  remained  with  this  com- 
pany for  one  year  after  which  lie  came  here  in 
1868,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  still  the 
trustee  of  his  own  estate  and  gives  it  his  entire 
attention  at    the  present    time. 

The  subject  of  this  life  record  was  united  in  the 
happy  l)onds  of  wedlock  with  Miss  Emma  Barnes. 
Their  marriage  was  celelirated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Seiitemlier  20.  1869.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children  who  are  named 
as  follows:  May  E.,  Grace  M.,  .Jennie,  Laila,  Frank 
B.  and  Clifford.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  only  representative  of  the  old  and  honored 
IMcKibbin  family  now  living  here,  .and  he  is  lield 
in  the  highest  esteem  l)y  all  with  whom  he  has 
dealings,  and  is  considered  as  an  unostentatious  and 
square-dealing  man.  In  his  political  views  he 
attiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in  a  quiet  way. 


ARON  BOTSFORD.     .V   loving    daughter 
WiLM     dictates  the  notes  for  the   following  bio- 
It    graphical   sketch  of    her  father,    who  has 
vv^  from  childhood  lieen  her  hero  and  model  of 

all  excellence.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
on  section  2,  of  AVilliamston  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  is  asim  of  Samuel  Botsford.  a  native 
(]f  Millford.  New  Ihncn  County,  Conn.  Thence 
he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  was  married  to 
Luc,\' Bullen,  from  which  union  six  children  were 
Imrn,  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Botsford 
came  to  ^Michigan  October  21,  1833,  and  lived 
in  Washtenaw  County  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  September  2(1,  1878.  The  mother  died  .Jan- 
uary 23,  1861.  Mr.  Botsford  was  a  carpenter  b\- 
trade  and  w.as  in   the  War  of  1812. 

Aaron  Botsford,  was  born  .June  l.j,  1818,  in 
Wyoming  County  N.  Y.,  and  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  ^lichigan  with  his  parents 
and  lived  at  home  until  he  was  of  age.  He  then 
went  on  a  farm  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Washtenaw  County.  After  his  purch.ase  on  faking 
an  inventory  of  his  possessions  he  found  that  he 
had  just  seven  ct-nts  in  money,  a  team  and  a  plow. 
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He  cleared  and  broke  the  ground  and  lived  there 
from  1840  to  18G1.  llis  marriage  took  place  No- 
vember 27,  18-t2,  at  wliich  time  he  was  united  to 
Elizabeth  Savage,  a  daughter  of  David  Savage,  a 
native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  They  were,  how- 
ever, early  settler.s  in  Wasjitenaw  County. 

To  our  .subject  and  Ins  wife  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing-children:  Henry,  Eugene,  Ann  M.,  Willard, 
Mary  E.,  Irvin,  .Tulia  A.,  Minnie  and  Olin.  In  1«()() 
our  suVjject  came  to  tlic  tliis  country  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Of  this  he  has  given  a  portion  to  liis  children  and 
now  has  Init  one  hundred.  He  has  made  most  of 
the  improvement.-;  upon  his  farm.  Politically  he 
is  a  strong  adherent  of  the  Republican  pait\.and 
has  been  .lusticc  of  the  I'c.mcc  t'oi-  three  years.  The 
wife  of  Mr.  Botsford   died  M;irch  2i.  I.Sf<7. 

She  who  dictates  thi.s  sketcli,  Mrs.  .lulia  .V.  (iill- 
bert,  a  daughter  of  our  subject  was  Ixini  A|)ril  1  1. 
1861.  She  was  married  Ajn'il  1,  188!S,  to  Andrew 
Gilbert,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Lucinda  (iillx'it.  the 
former  a  native  of  Alleghany  County.  X.  V..  ;ind 
and  latter  of  Oiiio.  To  them  have  been  born  two 
.sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade  and  on  lirst  coming  to  the  State 
settled  in  Eaton  County,  Benton  Townshij).  where 
he  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  thence  remoying 
to  Midland  County,  nnd  tliere  died  in  1.SM2.  tlic 
motlier  passing  away  in  IHiSli.  'I'o  .Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Gilbert  has  been  born  one  son.  l\oy.  wliose  ntital 
day  was  September  211,  IMHH. 
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-,.  A\ll)  HOBISON.  The  lioiiorabR.  iceord 
IJj  in  both  peace  and  wai-  of  tliis  worthy 
resident  of  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  a.  pleasnnt  thcnu'  for  tlie  pen 
of  the  biographer.  His  life  since  his  early  years 
has  been  an  open  page  to  be  read  by  all  the  citi- 
zens of  this  county.  ,nnd  upon  it  there  is  not  one 
lilot  nor  blur  and  all  are  glad  to  do  honor  to  a 
man  wliom  tlu-y  lespt'ct  and  who^ec.Treer  is  woithy 
of  the  regaril  which  he  receives. 

A  splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 


five  acres  upon  which  can  be  found  graded  stock 
and  Short-horn  cattle,  employs  the  energies  of  Mr. 
Koliison.  It  is  located  on  sections  4  and  9,  of 
Howell  Township,  and  by  its  well-kept  apjjearance 
and  productiveness  shows  to  every  passer-l)y  the 
master  h.and  of  him  whom  owns  and  oi)erat(^s  it. 
Canada  is  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  wlio  was 
born  in  18.1'.).  His  parents,  John  and  Martha 
(Funston)  KobLson,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Canada  after  their  niarri.age  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming.  \t  an  early  day  they  migrated 
to  Howell  and  purchased  the  laud  now  owned  liy 
oiu'  suliject.  They  improved  the  land  and  brought 
it  into  a  liigh  state  of  cultivation  and  lived  on  the 
>Miiir  until  death  intervened.  The  decease  of  the 
molhcr  look  phicc  in  1.^7(1  when  she  liad  rcMclied 
tlie  age  of  se\enty-six  _\eai's,  a-<  jier  birth  was  co- 
incident with  the  lieginning  of  this  centuiy.  The 
f;i1lic|-  survived  Icn  \eai's  longer,  and  i-e:iclie(l  the 
age  of  ninety-one.  Of  their  seven  children  fi)ur 
arc  now  living,  namely:  .lames.  David.  .Mrs.  Dunn, 
:uiil  (  ath.-iiiiK  (Mrs.  Roth.)  The  father  was  a 
Deinocral  in  his  political  views  and  one  (if  the  well- 
to-do  men  in  his  townshii). 

The  ciirly  education  of  David  Kobison  was  given 
him  in  Canada  and  he  followed  up  his  studies 
after  reaching  Living.--t<)n  County.  He  had 
tlioioimh  pniclic'il  tr.'iiniiii;  upon  the  farm  :iud  ic- 
mained  on  the  old  homestead  taking  charge  of  the 
>aine  as  his  |)arents  were  in  declining  years.  He 
has  thus  had  the  management  of  the  estate  fiom 
the  time  he  was  (juite  a  young  man,  and  .since  that 
time  he  has  added  to  it  by  purchase  to  a  con.sider- 
iilile  extent. 

Ill  the  wiiitei-  of  1868  Mr.  Robison  made  up  his 
mind  to  leave  home  and  enlist  under  the  banner 
of  our  country,  and  he  enlisted  a.-,  a  i)ri\iite  in 
Coini)any  I.  fifth  .Michigan  Infantry,  continuing 
in  service  until  .July.  186j,  when  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge.  During  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvania  Court-hou.se,  which  took  place  May  12, 
1H64.  this  brave  soldier  was  wounded  by  a  ball 
through  the  arm  :iud  was  for  some  time  in  the  hos- 
l)it;d  at  Fredericksburg  and  later  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington for  treatment.  The  most  serious  dis."ister 
which  befell  him  (hiring  his  service  was  his  captiv- 
ity.   He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Hatchies 
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I'lin  mid  was  kept  a  prisoner  in  Liljby  Prison  from 
( »L'tolior  22,  18()4,  until  March  1,  1865.  He  became 
vcrv  mucli  emaciated  during  his  imprisonment. 
He  is  a  man  who  stands  five  feet,  nine  and  one- 
half  inches  in  height,  aud  when  he  entered  prison 
he  weighed  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 
lint  during  captivity  was  reduced  to  seventy-five 
pounds. 

Having  received  an  honorable  discharge  July  12, 
l.S(;r),  Mr.  Itobison  now  returned  home  and  took 
charge  of  his  farm.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  member 
of  the  (4rand  Army  of  the  ]?epulilic.  and  has  no 
greater  pleasure  than  in  reunions  with  his  old  com- 
rades, lie  belongs  to  the  Waddell  Post  of  Howell. 
He  i>  a  Democrat  in  his  political  preferences  and  is 
now  llliinii  the  ollicc  of  .Tiistice  of  1h(>  Pence.  Ills 
lir;iulif\il  hiiiiic  which  he  creeled  in  I.s72.  i>  pic- 
>ided  o\ei-  liy  his  niece,  Miss  ^lainie  (  iiiiiiiiisky. 
as  he  has  .-ilways  I'einained  single.  The  .-oeial. 
political  and  Mgrieultur.a!  cii'i  Ic-  of  the  co\iiil\ 
esteeni  Mr.  IJobison  as  one  of  their  most  prominent 
members,  and  his  wealth  and  enter|)rise  make  liim 
a  felt  powei'  in  the  coniiiiunity. 


OllKRT  V.  KKDZIK,  A.  M..  .M.  I).  The 
genealogy  of  the  Kedzie  family,  to  which 
our  subject  belongs,  reads  within  the  last 
^p)  three  generaticms  as  follows:  His  grand- 
father, Adam  Kedzie,  was  born  in  Hawick  in  1746, 
and  passed  a  portion  of  his  life  in  his  native  Scot- 
land, where  he  was  occupied  as  a  farmer.  In  the 
spring  of  1795,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he 
came  to  the  United  .States  and  .settled  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  the  village  of  .Stamford, 
he  and  his  wife  died.  His  son,  William  Kedzie, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  in  Scotland 
in  1781,  in  the  same  place  of  which  his  father 
was  a  native.  He,  too,  was  reared  as  a  farmer  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  fourteen  years  of 
age  with  his  parents.  He  made  his  home  for  a  time 
in  Stamford,  N.  Y.,  thence  removed  to  Delhi,  and 
coming  to  Michigan  in  1826,  settled  in  what  is 
now  known    .as   Deerfield,  Lenawee   County.     He 


was  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  and  after  living  a  life 
of  usefulness,  he  passed  away  in  Deerfield,  in  1828. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  wh(j  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Margaret  Telford,  was  born  in 
Cambridge,  X.  Y.,  .Inne  29,  1792.  and  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Telford,  a  farmer. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  eight  chil- 

:    dren  born  to  his  parents,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

I  'J'liey  ai'e  the  Rev.  Adam  S.  Kedzie,  who  is  the 
editor  and  ])roprietor  of  the  (irand  Haven  Herald; 
William,  of  Adrian,  Mich.,  who  is  a  retired  farmer, 

i  and  Robert  ('„  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Kedzie  lived  in 
Deerfield  for  fifteen  years,  during   which    time   he 

I   attended  the  district  school.   When  seventeen  years 

I  old  he  entered  Oberlin  College,  and  after  a  student 
lifi'  of  six  years  he  was  graduated  in  1847.  For  two 
\-ears  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Rochester 
.Vcaili'iny.  Mich.,  and  he  then  devoted  himself  to 
the  >lnily  ol'  nicdieine.  heing  graduated  from  the 
niedic.'i!  depart  incut  of  the  Michigan  University, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  in    1851.     He   first  located  in  Kala- 

,  mazoo,  remaining  there  about  one  year,  then  spent 
eleven  years  in  Vermontville  and  one  year  in  the 
army  as  Surgeon  in  the  Twelfth  Michigan  In- 
fantry. 

In  1863    Dr.  Kedzie  was  appointed  Profes.sor  (^f 

I  Chemistry  in  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  and 
has  ever  since  held  that  jjosition.  He  has  published 
a  handbook  on  chemical  analysis,  which  has  been 
of  use  in  colleges  and  among  scientific  peoi)le.  He 
has  also  written  many  papers  in  connection  with 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  of  wliich  he  is  a  char- 
ter memlier,  for  four  years  its  President,  and  for 
eight  years  connected  with  the  Board,  declining 
re-appointment.  He  has  also  been  President  of  the 
American  Health  Association  and  Vice-President  of 
the  American  ^Medical  Association.  He  is  a  Fellow 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  advancement 
of  Science  and  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Chemistry  in  said  society.  He  is  also  Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Medicine.  A  practical  chem- 
ist, his  interest  is  chiefly  in  laboratory  work  and  ap- 
plied chemistry.  In  1867  he  was  a  memlier  of  tli6 
State  Legislature,  representing  the  northern  half 
of  Ingham  County,  being  elected  as  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party. 

On   May   20,  185(1,    Dr.  Kedzie  was    married    to 
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Miss  Harriet  E.  Fairehild,  a  sister  of  the  ex-Pi-esi- 
fleiit  of  Oherlin  College.  Mrs.  Kedzie  is  a  talented 
woman  and  a  suitable  companion  for  her  scholarly 
husband.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children 
— William  K.,  who  was  born  July  5,  1851,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  in 
the  Class  of  '70,  at  which  time  he  took  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and  in  1873  Master  of 
Science.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  the  Kansas  Agricultural  College,  at 
Manhattan,  which  position  he  held  for  five  years, 
and  was  then  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  of 
Olierlin  College,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
lie  died  April  10,  1880,  while  in  ottice.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Gale,  of  Manhattan,  Kan., 
and  left  to  his  liereavcd  widow  two  children — 
KUa  Pearl  and  William  Hosct)e  K.,aged  fourteen  and 
twelve  years  respectively.  Our  subject's  second  son, 
Robert  Fairchild,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  in  1871,  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science,  and  subsequently  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Science.  He  w.is  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Agricultural  College  of  Mississippi  for  two  years, 
and  died  February  13,  1882,  at  tlie  age  of  nearly 
twenty-nine  years.  He  left  a  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nellie  Sawyer,  of  ^Manhattan,  Kan.  The 
third  son,  Fr.ank  Stewart,  was  born  in  18.57,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '77  from  the  Agri- 
cultural College,  like  his  brothers  taking  the  de- 
grees of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  subsequently 
Master  of  Science.  He  is  now  Adjunct  I'lofessor 
of  Chemisti'v  in  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. After  his  graduation  he  spent  six  months 
in  Berlin,  Germany,  studying  chemistry.  He  mar- 
ried Kate  Marvin,  of  Lansing,  this  State,  in  De- 
cember, 1887. 

For  the  past  forty  years  Dr.  Kedzie  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  Congregational  Church.  The 
last  twenty-live  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
that  denomination  at  Lansing,  as  is  also  his  wife, 
and  as  were  his  two  eldest  sons.  His  membership 
with  the  Pcninusular  Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Delta 
Phi  of  the  State  Iniversity  of  Michig.an,  and  its 
old  members  has  been  tiie  source  of  much  pleasure 
as  the  years  have  passed.  In  politics  he  has  been 
a  life-long  Republican.  The  chief  work  of  the 
life  of  Dr.  Kedzie  has   been  given    to   the  State 


Agricultural  College.  Dr.  Kedzie  has  a  very  firm 
hold  on  the  students  and  graduates  of  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College,  of  wliicli  he  has  not  only 
been  a  finished  instructor  but  a  friend,  and  it  is 
safe  to  sa_v  that  no  other  professor  is  held  in  higher 
esteem  than  he.  His  many  student  friends  earn- 
estly trust  that  he  may  lie  si^ared  still  many  years 
to  grace  the  college  hall  with  his  presence. 

A  lithographic  portrait    of   Dr.   Kedzie   .accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


^AMES  PEACH.  Among  the  prominent  and 
successful  farmers  of  (ireeu  Oak  Townsliip, 
Livingston  County,  is  the  enterprising 
Englishman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  writing.  His  lieautiful  farm  and  at- 
tiactive  home  constitute  one  of  the  orn.aments  of 
the  township  and  liy  his  integrity,  good  will  and 
intelligence  he  has  made  himself  a  place  in  liis 
adopted  countrj-. 

This  farmer  was  born  in  Camln-idgeshire,  Eng- 
land, November  17,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Ann  (Ankar)  Peach.  The  mother  passed 
from  earth  in  1880,  but  the  father  is  still  living 
and  now  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  is  enjoying  the 
affectionate  care  and  comfort  afforded  him  liy  his 
son.  These  parents  had  eleven  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  still  in  this  life. 

While  quite  young  .Tames  Peach  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  good  schools,  but  his  school  life  was 
not  long  prolonged,  as  he  began  work  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  and  for  his  first  endeavors  received 
only  the  nominal  stipend  of  81o  a  year.  He 
worked  upon  farms  and  in  various  ways  from  \  ear 
to  year  but  did  not  make  much  headway  in  .icquir- 
ing  means  until  after  he  came  to  America. 

In  18.o4  James  Peach  and  his  parents  came  to 
America  and  landing  in  New  York,  journeyed  at 
once  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  where  the  young  man 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  employments  for  a 
short  time  and  then  entered  the  service  of  William 
.St.  Clair,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  years. 
In  1861  he  came  to  Green  Oak  Township  where  he 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


241 


had  puieliased  n  farm  on  section  8.  and  lieic  he 
ha-  iiia<le  his  liuiiie  Iroiu  UkiI  tiiiK-  tn  Uiis.  Alter 
eoniing  to  this  eouiitrv  he  tooiv  an  intelliii'enl  in- 
terest in  party  movements  and  allied  himself  witli 
the  Republicans,  but  he  is  now  more  actively  in- 
terested in  Prohihiti(m  movements.  The  Presliy- 
tei'ian  Chiireh  is  the  relinioiis  body  with  which  he 
has  connected  himself  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  an 
elHeient  helper  therein. 

It  was  with  exceedintjly  limited  means  that  this 
gentleman  began  life  Init  he  has  gained  a  liand- 
some  farm  of  one  hundi'ed  and  twenty  acres  of 
first-class  land.  lie  devotes  considerable  time  and 
effort  to  the  raising  of  stock  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  sheep.  .Since  his  coming  to  this  country  lie  has 
twice  revisited  his  old  home  and  finds  much 
pleasure  in  thus  reviving  the  memories  of  liis 
earlv  davs. 


__:-®. 


S>^^ 


y 


,>,ILLIA.^l  II.   WEXK.     Of   the   many  wide- 
awake and  progressive   (ierman-Americau 


y^"/  settlers  in  this  .State,  no  one  is  more  re- 
spected for  his  various  good  qualities  than  is  he 
whose  name  adorns  the  liead  of  this  sketch.  C'lear- 
sighted,  with  a  good  reasoning  faculty,  and  being 
prudent  and  providential,  he  has  succeeded  in  at- 
taining a  most  comfortable  position  in  agricultural 
life,  lie  was  born  September  28,  1820  in  Longen- 
salya.  in  the  jirovince  of  Sachsea.  Prussia,  and  is  a 
son  of  .lohn  ('.and  Mary  (iMariiold)  Wenk.  who 
were  born  in  the  sanu'  [)lace  as  was  our  snliject. 
The  father  was  a  machinist  by  trade,  lie  served 
in  four  wars,  all  of  which  were  directed  against 
\a|)oleon  and  his  generals.  His  military  exjieri- 
ence  extends  over  a  period  of  eleven  years  during 
which  time  he  traveled  over  a  great  portion  of 
Germanv.  Australia  and  France  and  was  subjected 
to  the  severest  military  discipline,  for  Prussia  is 
notorious  for  the  severity  directed  against  its  sub- 
jects who  are  drafted  into  service. 

Onr  subject's  father  was  twice  married,  he  of 
whom  we  write  beiny:  a  child   of    the    first    union 


and  one  of  three  children  born   to   his  parents,  of 

wlu)m  two  grew  to  maturity — William  II..  our  sub- 
ject, and  Christiana,  who  came  to  the  I'nited 
.States.  The  second  wife  was  Doiothea  Marhold,  a 
.  sister  of  the  first  wife.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children  whose  names  were  Christian  and  .loana. 
the  latter  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States.  Our 
subject's  father  died  December  0.  18.32.  The  con- 
sort of  his  youth  passed  away  in  1825,  and  his 
second  wife  dei)arted  this  life  in  1846.  All  wei'e 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  grandson  of 
Christopher  Wenk.  who  was  a  carpenter  and  served 
in  the  Prussian  Army  under  Frederick  111.  He 
was  the  father  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. She  who  gave  our  subject  birth  was  a 
daughter  of  Andreas  Marhold.  who  was  a  woolen 
weaver.  Reared  in  his  native  village.  William  II. 
Wenk  recei^■ed  the  advantages  of  a  good  education 
in  his  native  land.  ^Vt  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
for  four  years  without  any  remuneration.  This  he 
lolhiwed  until  he  came  to  the  United  States,  Octo- 
lier  10,  lt<.')2.  at  that  time  leaving  (iermanv  on 
board  the  sailing  vessel  ■■Hampton"  and  landing 
in  Xew  York  City  February  8,  1853.  They  suf- 
fered a  stormy  and  perilous  voyage  and  more  than 
once  despaired  of  reaching  land. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  fiist  located  at  Xew- 
stead,  Erie  county.  X.  Y..  February  13.  1855.  He 
came  to  ^Micliigan  and  settled  in  Oeeola  where  he 
followed  Ills  trade  and  three  years  later  invested 
in  his  lii'st  real-estate  venture  in  this  eountrv,  it 
com[)rising  ten  acres  whicii  he  farmed  in  connect- 
ion with  his  trade,  (inally  acquiring  thirty  acres 
which  he  sold,  and,  April  12.  1875.  he  located  on 
eighty  acres  where  he  now  resides  on  section  20, 
Deertield  township.  Livingston  County.  This  he 
has  gradually  reduced  to  the  most  perfect  state  of 
order  and  productiveness,  at  the  same  time  con- 
tinuing to  run  his  coopering  business.  The  fact 
that  ^Ir.  Wenk  was  without  a  dollar  when  he 
landed  in  Erie  County  is  a  commentary  in  itself 
upon  the  untiring  industry  and  hopefulness  with 
which  lie  has  devoted  himself  to  accumulating  a 
property  that  shall  support  him  in  his  declining 
years. 
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Our  subject  was  married  September  26,  1847,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Francisca  Hertzer,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 21,  1825,  in  tlie  same  city  as  was  her  hus- 
band. She  is  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Caroline 
(Tahl)  Hertzer,  who  were  also  natives  of  her  own 
native  city.  The  father  was  a  cooper  and  he  gave 
to  his  four  children  such  advantages  as  were  pos- 
sible in  his  station  of  life.  The  names  of  the  chil- 
dren are,  R,  Frances,  Mary  F.,  Dr.  August  H..  who 
resides  in  North  Abington,  this  State,  and  Edward 
H.,  all  of  whom  came  to  the  LTnited  States.  Mrs. 
Wenk's  parents  came  to  this  country  in  the  year 
of  1853,  landing  April  28,  after  an  ocean  voy- 
age of  six  weeks.  Both  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  adherents  to  the  Lutheran  faith  and  are  honored 
and  respected  members  of  society,  and  are  good 
illustrations  of  what  will,  seconded  by  energy,  can 
accomplish  for  a  man  in  this  country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenk  have  no  children  of  their 
own.  I)iit  on  March  6,  1869,  they  adopted  William 
Harman.  He  and  his  wife — Nora  House,  in  her 
maiden  days,  reside  with  our  subject.  They  have 
one  child,  named  Flora  Helraaine. 


.^O 


»'        ARRISON  TOIJIAS.     The  immediate  gene- 

\]  alogy  of  our  subject  reads  as  follows:   Har- 

"^   rison  Tobias  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Heni'i- 

\\s^  etta  (Lake)  Tobias,  natives  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.  On  beginning  their  domestic  life 
they  sought  to  raise  their  standard  as  high  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  five  sons  and  three  daughters  that 
came  to  them,  if  they  did  not  have  the  luxuries 
that  money  could  buy,  at  least  had  the  advantage 
of  the  valuable  inheritance  of  an  honorable  and 
unstained  name.  Our  subject's  father  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
at  quite  an  early  day  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  spending  ten  years  in  the  Quaker  State, 
he  removed  to  Livingston  Country,  Mich. 

Five  years  were  passed  by  the  original  of  our 
sketch  in  the    place  to  which  he  first  came.     He 


then  removed  to  Ingham  County  and  settled  on  a 
farm  of  twenty  acres,  which  he  later  sold,  investing 
in  eighty  acres,  which  he  also  sold.  INIrs.  Henrietta 
Tobias  died  in  1865.  The  old  gentleman  was 
again  married  to  Elizabeth  Plum,  who  did  not  sur- 
vive a  great  while.  Probably  worn  out  by  pioneer 
life  which  he  had  experienced  in  both  Livingston 
and  Ingham  Counties,  Henry  Tobias  died  in  1878. 

Harrison  Tobias  was  born  May  25,  1843.  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  Mich.,  and  remained  at  home 
most  of  the  time  until  he  reached  maturity.  His 
boyhood  and  early  manhood  j'ears  were  employed 
on  the  home  farm.  On  reaching  his  majority'  he 
worked  out  for  a  time  by  the  month  and  finally,  on 
September  15, 1870,  he  persuaded  Miss  Delia  Haddy 
to  leave  a  life  of  single  blessedness  and  take  up  the 
threads  of  a  new  existence  with  him.  Their  nup- 
tials were  solemnized  in  Williamston,  Ligham 
County.  Mrs.  Tobias  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Haddy, 
a  native  of  (xermany  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Wheatlield  Township.  His  first  acquisition  of 
property  here  was  forty  acres,  to  which  he  later 
added  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  to  this  he 
bent  his  energies  in  clearing  and  imj)roving.  Mrs. 
Tobias'  mother  was  before  her  marriage  Sarah 
Ecker  and  she  and  her  husband  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children.  Mr.  Haddy  has  always  been  a 
farmer,  l)eing  one  of  the  progressive  men  who  have 
made  Ingham  County  notable  for  their  fine  farms 
and  good  cl.ass  of  luiildings.  He  came  to  Michigan 
about  1842-43. 

Mrs.  Tobias  was  born  June  4,  1847,  in  Wheat- 
field  Township.  Since  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject five  children  have  been  born  to  them.  They 
are  Hattie,  Mamie,  Charles,  Etta  and  Ida.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  George  15.  Has- 
kell and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Wheatfleld  Township. 
The  children  are  all  bright  and  accomplished  young 
people,  who  are  greatly  respected  in  the  commu- 
nity in  which  they  live.  Our  subject  in  1875 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  some  of  which  he  sold, 
but  has  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
has  cleared  about  forty  acres  and  has  erected  some 
good  buildings.  Following  in  the  wake  of  the 
l)uiiular  poHtical  belief,  our  sul)ject  is  a  Democrat. 
Mrs.  Tobi.as'  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Haddy,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  regular  army  of  German^-. 
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I^R.  GEORGE  D.  GREEN.  The  gentleman 
I  i  whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page 
y^  has  arrived  at  that  age  when  one  expects  to 
see  some  evidence  of  his  early  work.  Success  rarely 
crowns  the  efforts  until  the  second  score  of  years 
has  been  reached,  and  indeed,  a  man's  character  is 
not  really  fixed  until  his  fortieth  year  has  been  at- 
tained. Tliough  having  as  a  young  man  to  coni- 
hnt  witli  many  obstacles  that  were  in  the  way  of 
Ills  progress,  Dr.  Green  surmounted  them  all.  and 
is  to-day  one  of  the  best  men  and  most  popular 
pliysician  in  the  town  of  Mason.  He  is  a  follower 
of  the  new  school  of  medicine  that  was  instituted 
by  Hahnemann,  and  which  believes  in  that  evasive 
scientific  tlieory,  the  potentiality  of  dilution. 

Dr.  (ireen  was  born  at  Albion,  Orleans  County, 
X.  Y.,  December  13,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Velorus 
and  Cordelia  (Olmstead)  Green,  both  natives  of 
New  York,  the  father  born  in  Oswego  and  the 
mother  somewhere  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  ))ut  nine  years  of  age, 
and  thus  the  bond  that  made  the  domestic  life  was 
severed  and  he  was  thereafter  ignorant  of  the  real 
meaning  of  a  home  until  he  formed  one  for  him- 
self, lie  worked  I)y  the  month  upon  a  farm  and 
attended  school  during  the  winters,  keeping  this 
up  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when 
he  came  to  Holt  County,  this  State. 

Upon  his  advent  in  Michigan.  Dr.  Green  was 
employed  at  first  as  a  farm  laliorer  and  thus  he 
worked  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  attending 
scliool  during  the  winter  time.  On  reaching  his 
majority,  he  went  to  West  Bay  Citj',  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  Keystone  Salt  and  Luml)er  Company, 
sealing  and  inspecting  lumber,  and  he  remained  in 
llie  employ  of  this  company  for  about  four  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Holt,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elien  F.  Watson,  November  16,  1874. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  William  B.  AVatson,  of  Holt, 
Ingham  County,  this  State.  After  taking  upon 
himself  this  sacred  obligation  he  began  farming  on 
his  own  account,  and  followed  the  calling  of  agri- 
culture until  the  fall  of  1883,  when  he  went  to 
Ann  Arl)or,  Midi.,  and  was  there  engaged  in  study 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  college  for  two 
years,  lie  then  went  to  Chicago,  entering  llic 
Hahnemann    College.     Here  he  was   araduated    in 


1885,  his  earnest  work  in  this  department  receiving 
its  due  reward  hy  honorable   mention. 

After  obtaining  his  diploma.  Dr.  Green  first  be- 
gan practicing  his  profession  in  Morrice.  Shiawas- 
see County,  this  State,  but  in  1889,  removed  to 
Mason  where  he  has  since  been  and  where  he  is 
engaged  in  an  extensive  practice.  He  has  a  beau- 
tiful residence  upon  one  of  the  choice  residence 
streets  of  the  town,  and  this  is  presided  over  most 
gracefully  by  his  estimable  wife.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  three  children:  Mabel 
E.,  Mattie  C.  and  Harold  S.  The  eldest,  who  was 
born  iu  Delhi  Township,  .Tune  1,  1876,  is  a  bright 
young  girl  and  is  advanced  for  her  years,  in  her 
studies,  being  now  in  the  eighth  grade  in  the 
^Mason  public  school.  Mattie  C.  was  born  at  Holt, 
February  19,  1881,  while  the  son,  Harold  S.,  was 
born  at  Morrice  .June  10,  1889.  Dr.  Green  is 
a  progressive  and  aspiring  nature  that  will  not 
recognize  defeat  or  discouragement  and  liy  these 
characteristics  his  success  in  the  future  is  assured. 


fS^RANK  C.  BENNETT.     It  has  often    been 
}y  observed  that  business  capacity  is   an    in- 

herited  trait  and  that  to  one  who  has  this 

characteristic  opportunities  for  success  seem  to 
come  almost  unsought.  Social  and  educational 
advantages  of  course  add  to  the  capability  of  such 
a  man,  but  he  must  have  these  native  traits  in 
order  to  succeed  in  life  in  a  Inisiness  way.  Such 
capabilities  belong  to  our  subject,  who  is  engaged 
in  steam  and  hot  water  heating,  plumbing  and 
gasfitting  and  who  handles  besides  an  extensive 
stock  of  general  furnishing  household  goods. 

Mr.  Bennett,  who  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Lansing,  Ingham  Count}-,  was  born  in 
Bethlehem,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  .June  15,  1853.  His  father,  .Sanford  Bennett, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  city  and  his  grandfather 
who  bore  the  same  n.ame,  came  from  Connecticut. 
He  took  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  near  Albany 
wliich  he  cultivated  until  he  removed  toPenn  Y'an 
in  Y*ates  County,  where  he    died    iu    1859.     The 
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fiunily  i>  of  Spotcli  descent  ami  lionsts  tlie  ])0!*sei?- 
sidii  iif  liliie  lilood.  The  fntlier,  wlm  was  a  <jradu- 
ate  of  the  de|iartiiiciit  of  law  of  the  I'liiversity  of 
New  "loik  at  Alliauy.  practiced  his  profe:<sioii  for 
awhiU'  and  \va>  .lustiee  of  the  Peace  and  Associate 
.liistice  of  a  lower  court  and  dnrinu'  the  war  acted 
as  euroUinu  otticei'.  Later  lie  went  into  the  mer- 
cantile liiisiness  and  in  1H7I  came  to  Lansint;'. 
wliere  he  located  and  is  lixinu  a  retired  life.  He 
was  .-tron^  in  his  eonvicti<)ns.  Iiotli  a>  to  political 
and  rcliuioir-  matters,  and  was  identified  with  the 
Uepublican  party  and  I'lesliyteriaii  Church. 

The  mothei-  of  our  sidiject  lioi'c  the  maiden  name 
of  l-^lizalieth  .1.  Conuclnn.  and  slic  was  also  a  nati\  c 
of  Allianx.  Ilci-  fatlici-.  William  T.  Conu'don.  was 
lioin  ne.ar  lio.-ton.  He  i-arried  on  a  sawmill  and  a 
knittinu-  mill  on  the  Norman  Skill  Creek  ncai' 
-Vlbany.  His  dauahter.  the  mother  of  our  suliject. 
is  now  lifty-eioht  years  of  age  and  has  three  sous 
—  \\'illiam  S..  who  is  liookkeeper  with  his  lirothi'i-; 
F.  C.  and  Clinton  C..  who  is  a  traxclinu  >ah'smau 
with  his  headquarters  at  ('le\'elaud.  ( )hio. 

lie  of  whom  we  wiite  was  rt'ared  and  educated 
in  AUiany,  taking  a  course  in  the  Albany  lliyli 
School  and  at  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years  he 
learned  engineering,  making  a  specialty  of  station- 
ary engines.  Even  before  coming  to  Lansing  he 
was  employed  by  tin-  AValwortli  ^lanufacturing 
Company  of  Boston.  It  wa~  in  the  winter  of 
1H71-72  that  he  came  to  this  city  and  engaged  in 
engineering  here  in  the  mills  and  took  charge  of 
the  steam  heating  in  the  Agricultural  College.  He 
was  still  in  the  employ  of  the  \Valworth  ^Lanu- 
facturing  Company  and  while  the  ca]iitol  was 
being  finished  he  became  f(ucinan  of  the  steam- 
heating  de|)artment.  which  he  held  until  the  close 
of  the  joli.  He  then  acted  in  the  same  ca|)acity 
for  the  work  on  the  Ionia  Prisim  and  also  on  the 
Pontiac  Asylum.  Allot  these  large  contracts  gave 
him  the  benefit  of  a  broad  experience.  He  re- 
mained in  the  cmjiloy  of  this  Boston  iirni  until 
about  the  year  1^<79.  when  they  closed  their  work 
in  Michigan  and  our  subject  ceased  his  connection 
with  them. 

Mr.  liennett.  in  18H(l.  started  the  furni.shing 
business  in  which  he  now  is  and  took  .as  ])artner 
Mr.  Jacques  for  a  shoi't  time  .and   tlu^n    Mr.    AVhite 


for  a  few  months,  since  which  he  has  carried  on  the 
business  alone,  gradually  increasing  it.  In  \xx.'i  he 
bought  the  plumbing  eslablLshment  of  Charles 
llerrick,  and  took ^as  his  partner  in  that  line"  of 
work  George  T.  Gordon.  The  basement  of_^his 
establishment  is  devoted  to  that  branch  of  the 
business — general  plumbing' and  water  and  steam- 
heating.  He  keeps  from  twelve  to  fifteen  men  at 
work  and  takes  contracts  for  large  jobs.  In  his 
store  he  keeps  everything  in  the  line  of  general 
house  furnishing^'and  has  a  fine  storeroom.  22x90 
feet.  Besides  other  real  estate,  he  owns  a  pleasant 
residence  at  No.  ;i(i7  Walnut  .Street. 

The  marriage  of  .Mr.  Ucnnett.  which  took  place 
May  :iii.  ls<7.'S.  united  him  with  Miss  .Vgnes  S. 
Wiley  who  was  born  in  Lansing,  her  parents  hav- 
ing been  early  settlers  here.  '  Their  three  children 
are  Franc.  Carrie  and  Aggie.  Besides  tilling  the 
ottice  of  .VIderman  as  he  is  now  doing  for  the  Sec- 
ond A\  ard.  our  subject  was  Supervisor  for  one 
teini.  He  was  the  only  Republican  Alderman  elec- 
ted this  year  (Isi'.il)  and  there  are  only  two  of 
that  ])arty  now  in  the  ((nuuil.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  now 
Noble  Crand  in  Lodge.  No.  45.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  F'ree  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  Is  prominently  ac- 
ti\e  in  the  First  I'resbyterian  Church  at  Lansing 
atid  is  a  very^influential  man  in  his  ]]arty.  being 
often  made  delegate  to  count  \-  conventions. 
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OllN  .1.  TLTTLK.  Those  of  u-  who  have 
encountered  diflicnlties  in  life,  such  as  come 
to  men  who  are  striving  to  better  their 
_  financial  condition,  imagine  that  we  know 
what  "hard  times"  means,  but  if  we  could  compare 
our  ex|)eriences  with  those  of  the  gentlemnn  whose 
name  we  gi\f.  wc  would  conclude  that  we  could 
not  e\-en  >pell  the  beginning  of  this  mueh-ii.sed 
term.  When  a  man  has  cut  hi,-  roail  through 
dense  fore>1>  (\\m\  the  outer  woild  t(j  his  farm,  has 
built  a  log  cabin  and  lived  in  it  five  years  before 
any  team  of  either  neighbor  or  traveler  jjassed  his 
door,  or  before  he  could  see  the  smoke  from  anv 
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cabin  but  his  owii,  and  bad  struggled  tlirough 
poverty  and  scarcity  of  opportunities  to  gain  a 
bare  subsistence,  we  may  well  believe  that  he 
knows  the  full  definition  of  the  term,  "hard  times." 

This  pioneer  farmer  resides  on  section  7,  of  the 
township  of  Leslie  and  was  bom  in  Men tz,  Cayuga 
Countj',  N.  y.,  .June  14,  1812,  being  the  son  of 
.Jabez  and  Betsey  (Ayres)  Tuttle,  natives  of  New 
.Jersey  and  New  Yorlt  respectively.  .Jabez  Tuttle 
first  saw  the  liglit  in  Elizabethtown,  N.  .J.,  in  1761, 
and  wliile  still  a  young  man  he  removed  after  his 
marriage  to  Mentz,  N.  Y.,  where  he  and  his  good  wife 
made  tlieir  liome  for  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He 
was  a  pioneer  there  and  followed  Ijoth  carpentering 
and  farming,  and  also  operated  a  distillery  on 
his  farm  for  many  years,  for  in  tliose  days  tem- 
perance reform  had  not  begun  and  distilling  was 
considered  a  very  reputable  calling.  This  pioneer 
was  also  a.  Revolutionary  soldier  iw  a  short  time 
and  also  served  iu  the  War  of  1812.  He  became  a 
Whig  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party  joined  that  body,  but  never  took  any 
part  in  public  service.  Notwithstanding  his  war- 
like experience,  lie  was  ever  a  faithful  meml)er  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  while  his  wife  was  an  ear- 
nest and  zealous  member  of  the  Metliodist  Episco- 
pal Cliurch.  She  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
al)out  the  year  1771  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six years. 

These  parents  were  blessed  witli  four  i^ons  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  Pha'be,  Sallie,  Hannah, 
Benjamin,  .lames  B.,  John  .1.  and  Samuel.  .James 
B.  and  .John  J.  are  the  only  survivors  of  the 
family  and  they  were  reared  upon  their  father's 
farm.  Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  lie 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  at  which  time  lie 
was  bound  out  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  but  not  liking  the  man  to  whom 
he  w!is  apprenticed  he  ran  away,  and  going  to 
Weedsport,  N.  Y.,  there  served  an  apprenticeship 
for  three  years  at  the  tanner's  and  currier's  trade, 
lie  then  engaged  in  the  tanning  business,  using 
his  father's  old  still-house  on  the  home  farm  as  a 
tannery, and  carried  on  this  business  for  two  years. 

During  the  Black  Hawk  War  he  took  a  contract 
from  the  (iovernment  to  butcher  and  supply  the 
friendlv  Indians  with   meat  and   was  located    at 


Chicago,  wliich  was  then  a  village  of  jjerhaps  one 
thousand  inhabitants.  He  at  that  time  owned  a 
half  acre  of  land  on  which  the  Tremont  House  in 
that  city,  and  which,  if  he  had  held  it  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  would  have  made  him  imineusely  wealthy; 
but  Chicago  corner  lots  liad  not  seen  the  advance 
which  they  now  hold  and  he  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty. 

In  November,  1834,  this  gentleman  returned  to 
New  York  and  followed  farming  for  two  years, 
when  he  decided  to  give  up  his  work  there  and 
come  West.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1837  that  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  forest  land  where  he 
now  resides  iu  Leslie,  Ingham  County,  and  in  the 
following  spring  he  brought  liis  family  to  the  new 
homestead.  They  came  from  Auburn  to  Detroit 
by  water  and  from  Detroit  to  his  farm  by  team 
through  the  woods,  cutting  their  way  through  the 
heavy  timber. 

Nothing  was  so  scarce  as  money  iu  those  days 
and  often  when  the  family  received  a  letter  from 
the  East  it  would  be  weeks  before  they  could 
obtain  the  two  shillings  whicli  must  be  paid  for  its 
delivery.  They  struggled  along  througli  ditlicul- 
ties  which  to  the  modern  man  would  seem  insur- 
mountable, but  never  faltered  nor  fainted  by  the 
way.  With  his  own  right  arm  and  his  own  trusty 
ax  he  cleared  the  timber  from  one  hundred  acres 
of  his  farm,  and  with  the  help  of  others  has  cleared 
another  one  hundred  acres.  For  several  years  he 
was  surrounded  by  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  but  as 
he  was  always  friendly  and  true  in  his  dealings 
with  the  red  man  he  had  no  trouble  with  him.  He 
has  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  has  one 
thousand  and  forty  acres  all  in  (me  body,  a  portion 
of  which  lie  gives  to  his  son. 

Mr.  Tuttle  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  this 
county  and  has  made  his  property  by  liard  labor 
as  lie  has  never  speculated.  Besides  liis  farm  prop- 
erty' he  also  owns  farm  property  in  Leslie  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  People's  Bank,  in  which  he  has 
been  a  Director  since  its  organization.  He  is  a 
man  of  very  decided  convictions  and  is  strong  in 
his  preference  for  and  belief  in  the  Republican 
party.  During  the  days  of  the  Civil  War  he  was 
Township  Supervisor  and  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  fourteen   years,  besides  filling  various 
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tdwiisliip  oltiees.  Me  lias  placed  all  the  improve- 
iiii'iit'-  wliieli  ai'c  nun'  to  he  seen  iipun  his  t'aiiii 
ancl  h;i-  a  larue  two-sluiv  IniMie  house,  besides 
excellent  liarns.  anil  his  land  i.s  anion"'  tiie  finest 
Irat't^  to  he  ft)Uiid  in  Inyhani  t'ouiity. 

The  marriage  of  this  pioneer  gentleman  took 
phice  March  12,  1H;3G,  and  he  then  took  to  wife 
Miss  Kmiiia  A.  Warren,  of  I'alinyra,  Wayne  t'ounty. 
N.  Y..  who  was  horn  in  Cainden.  X.  .1..  April  (i, 
\X\2.  Slie  was  a  daualiter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Horn)  Warren  and  granddaughter  of  Gen.  AVar- 
leii  iif  KcN'olutionaiy  fame.  Mrs.  Tiittle  died  .Sep- 
t.'iiilici'  ■>.  I.S.H7.  lfM\iiig  three  children.  Her  eldest. 
.Sarah  .1.  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Frary.  a  f.-irmer 
in  this  tduiiship.  and  >he  is  tlu'  mother  of  three 
chihlreii.  Kiizaheth.  Kmma  and  lUanche.  The 
next  child  is  ( )g'den  \'..  a  farmer  in  this  township 
who  mariied  Aliss  Klizalieth  AIcAithui'  of  New 
York  and  has  two  children,  Artie  .1.  and  (irace. 
The  younge.sl  child,  C'elestia.  died  when  :i  heanti- 
ful  young-  lady  of  eighteen  years.  Tlie  maguificenl 
record  whicli  this  gentleman  lias  made  and  the 
honoralilc  tliaracter  which  he  sustains,  form  a 
liright  spot  in  the  annals  of  Ingham  County,  for 
his  wealth  has  not  iieen  m.ade  out  of  the  necessities 
and  distresses  of  his  fellow-inen  Imt  has  been  hon- 
orably acquired  and  is  his  by  every  right.  Ixitli 
human  and  di\'iue. 


♦^♦H=4-        y 


ON.  COllNKLH  S  A.CiOWKli.  the  Supciin- 
tendent  of  the  State  Ueforin  School  at 
Lansing.  Ingham  County,  was  liorn  in  .\b- 
\^  bott.  >Ie..  .July  :5.  IK4.").  He  is  a  son  of 
Cornelius  X.  and  ,\liigail  (llawes)  (Jower.  the 
former  of  whom  was  al.so  born  in  Maine  and  thei'c 
made  his  home  until  his  son  and  our  subject  had 
attained  \'ears  of  manhood.  He  of  whom  we  write 
received  the  fundamental  portion  of  his  education 
in  his  lioyhood's  home  and  took  the  ijrei)arat<iry 
course  for  college  at  Walerville.  after  which  he 
attended  Colby  University  in  the  same  city  in  lii> 
native  State.  He  completed  his  cour.se.  however, 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  being  graduated   in 


18fi7.  at  which  time  the  degree  of  liachelor  of  .Arts 
wasciinfcncd  upmi  him.  Prior  to  his  graduation 
and  during  the  intervals  of  his  college  conr.se  he 
taught  three  winters  on  the  coast  of  Maine  and 
also  in  Massachusetts.  His  early  life  was  spent  on 
a  farm. 

.Vfter  graduating  he  engaged  in  leaching  for 
one  year,  during  which  time  he  was  employed  in 
the  High  ScIkioI  at  .\nii  Ailior.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  a  student  in  llir  law  department  of  the 
University.  In  IXfix  he  was  iinited  to  lieconie 
Princi|)al  of  the  puliiu-  m-IhioI  at  Fenton,  Mich., 
and  there  remained  for  three  years,  when  he  was 
elected  Superintendent  for  (k-nesee  County.  This 
position  he  lilled  for  three  years  during  which  he 
discharged  the  duties  incident  to  the  office  nmst 
satisfactorily.  .Vt  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
resigned  in  order  to  accejjt  the  position  of  Super- 
intendent in  the  city  schools  (if  Saii'inaw.  Ileentered 
upiiii  his  duties  ill  IM71.  and  in  IS7«  while  still  so 
enuag'ed  he  w.as  .•ip|iointe(l  by  (Jox'.  Crosswell  as 
Siiperintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  till  a 
\ac:incy  made  by  llic  resignation  of  Hon.  II.  S. 
Tai'liell.  The  same  fall  he  received  a  compliment 
paid  to  his  ;ilile  discli.arge  of  the  duties  incident  to 
tli;it  nllice  ii\'  an  election  to  the  place,  and  a;iain 
in   ll^Sd  was  re-elected. 

In  1-Vbniary.  I><?<1  he  was  apjiointed  Superin- 
tendent (if  the  State  Reform  School.  Here  he  has 
remained  ever  since,  .-md  the  success  of  tli.at  insti- 
tution is  due  in  no  small  degree  to  hisalile  adniiii- 
istratiim.  .Mr.  ( Jower  w:is  united  in  marriage  at 
Fenton.  September  \'2.  1S71.  to  Miss  Dora  L. 
Walton,  of  the  same  city  in  which  their  marriage 
was  solemnized.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children  who  are  Helen  D..  Charles  A.  and  (  laia 
.\.  They  are  all  young  people  of  whom  their 
parents  ma\  well  be  proud.  Naturally  bright  and 
surrounded  from  earliest  yeai^  with  those  inllu- 
eiices  that  would  ii.aturally  di'X'chip  the  best  .-ide 
of  their  ii;itni'c~.  they  rail\  displayed  an  unusual 
ricliiu'>s  of  cliar.-icter.  Mrs.  (iower  is  a  natixe  of 
Ilaitland.  Livingston  ('(^uiity.  this  State,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Karl  F.  and  Helen  Walton.  The 
father  of  our  subject  is  ^till  li\  ing.  residing  in 
Wisconsin. 

]Mr.  (iower  is  the  President  of  the  Beacon    PuIj- 
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lisliing'  Coiniinny.  i<\'  which  :i  hi^tmy  m;iy  hi'  luunit 
undor  the  lii(>i:r;i|ihir.-il  >k('tch  (if  the  IJcx  .  (.  II. 
r>e,ile  in  .another  part  of  lhi>  Aim  \i.  The  hi-t 
naiiiofl  iieiitleiuaii  !.■<  seeret.-iiy  mikI  edildr  of  this 
|);i|ier,  vviiicli  is  the  Stiite  oruaii  (if  the  C'oiiijreua- 
tiimal  Society.  It  was  purchased  hy  the  present 
company  in  18K7  and  has  an  extensive  circulation 
thi-ouahoul  tlie  State.  ( )ur  suhjecl  has  {i>v  th<' 
past  eiuht  years  been  intimately  connected  with 
Messrs.  K.  IJement  A-  Sons,  mantifacturers.  and 
when  till'  lirni  was  incorpnrated.  he  was  ek'cted  the 
first  Aice-1'resident  and  he  lias  ever  .since  held 
that  po.sition.  lie  lia.s  evei-  taken  a  deep  inteiest 
in  religions  matters  as  may  he  inferreil  from  his 
connection  with  so  important  a  reliaioiis  oroan  as 
the  Bfiuroii.  For  several  years  he  has  heen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Committee  on  Home  Mis.sions  of  the 
C'oniireijational  Church,  and  the  work  that  lie  has 
accomplished  while  in  this  position  has  not  been 
inconsiderable.  Mr.  (iower  is  a  member  and  gen- 
erous sujiporler  of  the  I'lymoutli  Congreffationai 
CInircli  of  this  city,  lie  is  a  Knight  Templar,  but 
is  not  laruely  interested  in  secret  .societies.  Iia\"- 
ing  all  that  he  can  attend  to  in  his  own  pi'ofe.s- 
si(.inal  line  and  his  church  work.  Il<'  is  a  man  who 
is  held  ill  the  hiahest  esteem  by  all  the  people  of 
the  eomiiiunity.      l*olitic;illy  he  is  a    l;epiibli<-aii. 


I  <     <  'I  I  )   '   < 
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^T  AMKs  W.  TILLDTSON.  I'.iooraphies  .>f 
siiccessfiil  men  are  most  useful  as  guides  and 
inceiiti\es  to  others  an<l  hence  a  volume  of 
this  character,  containing  the  life  records  of 
the  most  prominent  and  representative  citizens  of 
the  county,  serxes  to  stimulate  the  young  and  in- 
vite their  emnlation.  .Mr.  'I'illotson  is  well  known 
throughout  Ingham  County  as  an  intlueiitial 
farmer  and  business  man  of  Lansing  'rownsliii). 
wlieie  he  resides  on  .section  !S.  His  line  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  adjoins  the  city 
of  Lansing  and  forms  a  lieantiful  contrast,  with  its 
waving  grain  and  green  orchards,  to  the  imposing 
structures  of  the  capital  city. 

Tlie  |)aternal  grandfather  of  .Mr.  Tillotson   lioie 
the  name  of  Zadock  Tillotson,  and  wasa  native  of 


New  ^■o|•k.  of  Knglish  e.\traetioii.  The  immediate 
progenitors  of  our  subject  were  Kraslus  .^.  and 
I'hidelia  (.Mather)  Tillotson.  the  former  a  native 
of  the  iMupiri-  State  and  the  latter  born  in  Ohio. 
It  was  in  the  latter  State  that  their  destinies  for 
life  were  united  in  J!^41,  the  cerenHuiy  being  per- 
formeil  :it  tlie  bride's  home  in  Medina  Comity. 
Only  two  children  blessed  their  liappy  married  life 
— .lames  W'..  of  this  sketch,  being  the  elder,  and 
born  .Viigust  it.  1X4:!.  His  brtither.  Krastns.  now 
engaged  in  the  postal  service  and  a  resident  of 
Omaha.  Neb.,  was  born  in  IHf.'j,  on  October  .'5, 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Laura  Williams. 
( )iir  subject  M'as  reared  on  a  farm  and  gained  a 
common -school  education  liy  taking  tKhaiitage  of 
.'ill  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  district  in 
which  he  resided.  In  the  meantime  he  gained  a 
thorough  ])ractic!il  kiiowlerlge  of  agriciiltnre  in  its 
various  dep;irtiiieiits  and  became  well  fitted  to  take 
charge  of  .a  farm  of  his  own.  Naturally,  when  the 
time  came  for  him  to  select  a  calling  in  life  he 
chose  agriculture,  and  the  success  wliicli  has  at- 
tended his  efforts  proves  the  wisdom  of  his  choice. 
Lutil  he  was  nineteen  years  old  he  reinain<'d  with 
his  father,  but  at  that  age  started  out  in  life  for 
himself. 

In  I.SCI.  .Mr.  TiUotson  came  AVest  to  .Michigan, 
of  whose  advantages  much  was  said  in  those  da\s 
and  from  u  lio.se  fertile  soil  it  was  iiredieled  for- 
tunes could  be  gained,  .^fter  he  located  here  he 
lirst  worked  by  the  month  and  caiefiil  economy 
enabled  him  to  soon  make  a  piirclia.se  of  propei'tv 
for  himself.  In  m7;i  he  was  iiiai-ried  toiliss  Bald- 
win. aii<l  one  daughter  was  born  to  tlieni — Nina 
.M..  whose  natal  day  « as  .April  20.  IS74.  She  is 
now  attending  school  in  the  city  of  Lansing  and 
is  (jiiite  proficient  in  liei'  studies.  She  brightens 
the  home  other  father  and  is  not  only  the  object  of 
his  devoted  interest,  but  also  that  of  her  grand- 
mother. Mrs.  Pliidelia  Tillot*ion,  who  presides  with 
dignity  and  grace  over  the  household  of  her  son. 
\  gravel  mine  or  bank  on  Mr.  Tillotson 's  farm 
furnishes  thou.sands  of  tons  of  graA'el  for  street 
purposes  in  the  city  of  Lansing  and  is  a  consider- 
alile  source  of  revenue.  .Mr.  Tillotson  dexotes  his 
attention  to  mixed  fanning  and  finds  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  varied  duties  as  a  citizen  andagricnl- 
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turist,  abundant  opportunity  for  his  energy  and 
ability  to  be  utilized.  His  father  bought  the  farm 
which  is  now  his  property,  in  18.51,  it  being  then 
all  timber  land,  and  cdntaining  few  evidences  of 
its  i)resent  i)rosi)erity.  But  the  father  survived  to 
see  a  city  grow  uj)  from  a  wilderness.  He  died 
.Inly  7,  1887,  at  the  ripe  (.)ld  age  of  seventy  years. 
Tiie  mother,  as  above  stated,  is  still  living  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health  and  with  faoullies  un- 
impaired. 

In  i)olitics  ]\Ir.  Tillotson  adheres  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Repuhlieaii  part_y  and  east  his  first  vote 
fur  Alirahaiii  Lineoln  in  18G1.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  F.  &  A.M.  The 
mother  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cliurcli. 


^>^^<i 
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KOF.     KOBERT    BARKER.     One    of    the 

most  touching  triluitcs  wliich  was  given 
by  ''the  common  people"  to  our  Saviour 
when  on  earth  was  that  ''  He  makcth  the 
lind  to  see."  ]Men  of  benevolence  and  scientific 
research  have  followed  in  His  sacred  steps  in  work- 
ing for  those  to  whom  sight  has  been  denied,  and 
in  alleviating  the  misfortune  which  has  fallen  ujjon 
them.  Alany  skillful  oculists  have  brought  the 
sweet  light  of  day  to  "those  who  sat  in  darkness", 
and  where  this  has  been  impossible  the  benevolent 
and  wise  have  sought  out  means  of  mitigating  the 
affliction  by  giving  such  instruction  as  shall  In'ing 
the  unfortunate  ones  within  the  circle  of  human 
intelligence,  thus  breaking  down  some  of  tlie  b.ars 
which  had  risen  up  lietween  them  and  their  fellow- 
men.  To  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  School  for  the 
Blind  is  a  task  to  which  we  gladly  respond. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Berr^'  Township, 
Orleans  County.  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1827.  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood.  His  father,  .loseph  Barker,  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  tlie  grandfather, 
John,  was  an  English  weaver  and  a  farmer  after 
coming  to  America,  wliich  change  of  residence  he 
made  about  the  year  1812.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Church  of  England   and   died   in 


Orleans  County,  N.  Y..  to  which  he  had  removed 
from  Ontario  County.  The  father,  who  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  thirteen  followed  farming, 
•as  we  have  said,  in  Berry  Townsliiji,  until  iiis  deatli 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  was  a  sturdy 
.lacksonian  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

Tlie  mother  of  our  subject  came  of  an  o\'\  New 
England  family,  and  was  early  made  an  orphan  l)y 
the  death  of  her  father.  She  was  born  in  ]>enning- 
ton,  Vt.,  and  bore  tlie  maiden  name  of  Submit 
Cowles.  She  died  in  Berry  Township  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years  having  been  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  suliject  was  the  third  in  order 
of  age.  He  attended  the  common  school  and  after 
that  took  a  course  of  study  in  jMelville  ^Vcademy, 
and  when  eighteen  years  old  he  began  teaching. 
Having  s|)ent  two  terms  at  the  teacher's  desk  he 
entered  the  New  York  State  Norm.al  School  at  Al- 
bany which  was  attliattime  the  onlj'  normal  school 
in  the  country  and  for  wliich  he  was  so  well.prepared 
thai  he  w.as  able  to  enter  the  junior  class.  He 
graduated  in   1848  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

The  young  man  now  entered  the  profession  of 
teaching  in  earnest  and  taught  one  year  in  Eagle 
Harbor,  one  year  in  I'almyr.'i.  and  three  years  at 
Geneva.  In  18o3  he  went  to  Tennessee  and 
traveled  in  that  State  and  Kentucky.  At  Paducah 
he  had  a  jiosition  tendered  him  as  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Natural  Sciences  in  Paducah 
College.  He  accepted  this  chair  and  .at  the  end  of 
a  year  removed  to  the  Paducah  Female  Seminary, 
of  which  he  liecame  Princiiial,  but  after  five  years 
was  offered  the  principalship  of  A\'incliester  Female 
Institute  which  he  accepted  and  held  for  four 
years. 

louring  I'rof.  Barker's  sojourn  in  the  South  he 
had  a  varied  experience  and  saw  a  great  deal  of 
guerrilla  warfare.  He  was  a  memlier  of  the  Kentucky 
Home  Guards  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
until  it  disliandcd.  and  was  ever  fearless  and  out- 
spoken in  his  loyalty  to  the  Union  flag.  In  August, 
1864  he  came  to  Jj.ansing  .and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits  for  a  short  time,  and  then  undertook 
for  aliout  three  years  the  work  of  a  special  sujicr- 
vismg  agent  for  the  ^Etna  Fire  Insurance  Company 
in  iMichigan,  and  was  also  bookkeeper  for  the  Ionia 
&  Lansing  Railroad  for  one  year,     lie  was  engaged 
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ill  till'  ni;iiiiil';u-tiiii'  ot  (lr:iiii  tiK'   .-iiiil    lirick.   which 

hii.sinus.s  111' cMiiird  on   i'v I«71    l<i    l.SS.s.   ;inil    in 

.iMiiimrv.  l.SHIl  lie  lifctiiiu'  Sti'WMid  mikI    liDnkkci'iitT 

ill  till' Mifhiunii  Si-I I  for  tlii'  lUiiid.   The  iiiaiiiiai'- 

liii'iil  of  thi.-^  si'liiKil  \v;is  so  jih'Mscd  with  this  uviilU'- 
iiiairs  iiiU'iliiiViR'i'  and  apprci-iated  so  iiiuhly  tlii' 
broad  exiJi'rii'iii-i'  wliich  he  liad  sjaiiied  that  after 
six  months  in  the  institution  in  tliis  siilioiihiialc 
|)Osition  III'  was  ti'iidcivd  I  he  Su|H'iintcndciii-v. 
wliich  lio  accepted  in  .Itil.v.  IKH'.l. 

The  .Michii;aii  School  for  the  Blind  was  in  its 
early  years  connected  with  I  lie  Deaf  and  Diinili 
Institution  at  Flint,  lint  in  IM71(  steps  were  taken 
to  cstalilish  a  separate  school  and  t  here  wi're  se\-eral 
places  canvassed  as  proper  locations,  notalily.  De- 
troit and  .lonesville.  it  was  linally  decided  to 
jnirchase  fliis  place  wliii'h  was  the  old  Odd  l'"ellows 
Iiistitiite.  It  was  ])iirchased  in  1H7M  and.  heinu' 
reiiioilcied.  lias  t;rown  to  its  ])re.sent  fine  propin'- 
tioiis.  .lames  !•".  .Mcl'Uroy  was  its  Mist  .Siiperintend- 
enl,  liis  successor  lieiiiy  acting-Superintendent  >V. 
(i.  IJace.  Followinn' him  was  (ieorge  Karnes  and 
then  the  |n'esenl  Superintendent,  our  suliject.  Tlie 
school  is  in  a  Houiishiiiii'  condition,  liavini;'  eit;litv- 
(ive  pupils  enrolled  and  the  <)'roniids  conipri.se  a 
tract  of  forlv-li\e  acres,  .■ill  liiiely  improved,  lieiiiu- 
ill  meadow^  and  iiasture  land.  ,V  beautiful  lawn  of 
ten  acres  contains  the  main  hall,  broom  shop,  eii- 
oiiie  Innise  and  other  bnildinjjs  necessary  for  the 
|iropi'r  carrying  on  of  the  school. 

The  manufactory  of  bi  ick  and  tile  which  was 
.started  by  I'rof.  llarker  at  Mason  is  still  in  opera- 
tion under  the  tirm  name  of  Barker  iV  Co.  Since 
cominii'  to  .Michigan  he  has  taken  an  active  interest 
ill  organizing  the  Lansing  schools  according  to  a 
gi'aded  system  and  after  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  School  lioard  he  helped  to  organize  the 
schools  on  the  most  advanced  jilans.  For  eight 
\ears  he  was  a  member  of  the  Hoard  and  during  a 
](ortion  of  that  time  jiresided  over  that  body  and 
was  most  of  the  time  on  the  committee  on  schools 
as  well  !is  the  one  on  teachers. 

The  marriage  of  Prof,  liarker  to  .Miss  l-",inily 
Cornell  took  place  in  IJerry  Township.  N.  V..  May 
12.  l«."i(i.  That  lady  was  born  in  Steuben  County. 
X.  ">'..  and  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  .Mary 
Cornell,  her  father  beinsi   well   known  in    that    re- 


gion as  a  nieehanic.  She  was  educated  in  tin' 
.Vcadem\'  at  .Ubion  and  becaiiu'  a  teacher,  lier 
four  cliildren  are:  .Mary.  .Mrs.  !>.  I).  Ndrtlirii|)  of 
Lansing;  Sallie  M..  a  graduate  of  the  Vpsilanti 
Normal  School  and  a  teacher  in  the  eit\  schools 
here.  Charles  S..  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago A-  (Jraiid  rnink  {{ailway  at  Port  liiiidii  and 
^\'illi.•lnl  ( '..  who  resides  at  Mason  where  he  is 
carrying  on  the  business  established  by  his  father. 
I'rof.  liarker  is  an  active  man  in  the  Hepublican 
ranks  having  been  an  old-time  Free  Soiler.  .and 
lias  the  liigli  respect  of  his  confreies.  He  is  in 
i'ver\-  way  a  prominent,  public-s))irited  and  entei- 
Jirising  man  and  liis  broad  and  rich  e(lucatioii  ;iiid 
his  unfailing  fund  of  inforniatioii  gi\cs  him  .-i  eoii- 
troliiig  intluence  o\er  many  minds.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Franklin  Street  I'resbyteri.'in  (  liiireh  in 
which  he  has  been  an  KIder  for  twenty  years.  !ind 
W'here  he  superintended  the  Sunday-school  for  si,\- 
teeii  \-ears.  He  is  now  suffering  in  health  on  ac- 
counl  of  a  paralytic  stroke  which  has  effected  him 
on  the  left  side  and  he  has  asked  a  release  from  the 
liea\-\-  res])onsibilities  which  lie  upon  him. 


^|/()SK1'II  .M.  .MeCO.Ml!.  Our  subject  is  ;i 
farmer  .•ind  stock-i'aiser  residing  on  section 
l(i.  of  \evay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
^^  where  he  i.s  the  owner  of  lift\--tliree  acres 
under  most  excellent  culti\-ati(ni.  He  was  born 
in  (ieiie.see  County.  .Mich.,  Octobei-  Ki,  1K4.").  He 
is  the  son  of  Chester  and  Fidelia  (Lake)  ^McComb, 
the  fathi'r  a  native  of  Canad.a  anil  of  Scotch  origin, 
the  mother  a  native  of  New  York.  Our  subject's 
pai'ents  were  married  in  Gene.see  Coiint\-  where 
he  w;is  born.  Chester  .McConib.  his  father,  was  a 
small  tanner  in  (iene.see  County,  this  State,  where 
our  subject  was  reared.  He  was  not  an  exce|)tioii 
to  other  boys  of  that  ilay  in  either  the  way  he  was 
brought  up  or  the  ad\antages  that  he  received,  for 
there  is  a  fashimi  in  rearing  children  jis  there  is  a 
fashion  in  clothes  and  the  food  that  one  eats. 

()ur  subject  received  a  fair  common-scliool  edu- 
cation in  his  boyhood  days.  He  had  liardh'  Hn- 
ished  school   when  the  W'.'ir  of  the  IJebellion  broke 
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out  and  be'enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Calvai  y. 
Company  K,  in  January,  1864.  He  was  detailed 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  joined  the  regi- 
ment about  the  1st  of  .June,  serving  under  that 
veteran  soldier  who  afterward  lost  his  life  in  the 
encounter  with  the  Indians.  He  has  the  most 
vivid  remembrance  and  impression  of  Gen. 
Custer's  dignity  and  bravery  under  fire.  The 
young  man  was  in  every  engagement  that  occurred 
from  the  time  he  entered  the  war  until  its  termin- 
ation, that  is,  in  every  engagement  in  which  his 
regiment  took  part,  and  had  a  number  of  very 
close  calls,  as  it  was  his  nature  in  the  ardency  and 
impetuosity  of  yoiith  to  always  get  into  the  thickest 
of  tlie  figlit.  where  shells  were  bursting  around  about 
him  and  the  lire  of  musketry  was  onlj'  subdued  by 
the  louder  boom  of  the  cannon.  After  the  Ceneral 
Review  at  AVashingtou,  the  brigade  to  which  ^Ir. 
McComb  belonged  was  transferred  to  Gen.  Stagg, 
who  led  his  men  by  the  overland  stage  route 
from  Denver  to  Salt  Lake,  and  during  this  period 
they  saw  much  duty,  although  not  so  exposed  to 
danger  as  in  the  thick  of  battle. 

( )iu'  subject  was  mustered  out  of  service  March 
1(1.  1!S(;6,  having  been  with  the  army  two  years, 
two  months  and  ten  days.  After  his  discharge  he 
spent  some  time  roving  around  the  West  and  be- 
came familiar  with  the  ph3'sical  and  geographical 
condition  of  Colorado,  "Wyoming  and  Utah,  at 
which  time  he  saw  much  of  frontier  life,  some  of 
it  in  its  roughest  and  crudest  state.  On  returning 
to  Michigan  he  staid  at  his  home  place  for  two 
years,  but  the  Bohemian  spirit  was  still  upon  him 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas and  then  to  ^Missouri  where  he  carried  on  the 
cooper's  business.  His  first  marriage  occurred 
while  in  the  last  named  State.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Lucy  E.  Battle  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized 
Christmas.  1874.  By  this  union  there  is  one  child, 
a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Mabel  L. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  returned  toIMichigan 
and  settled  in  Cheboygan  County,  where  he  located 
land  from  the  Government.  He  remained  here 
alK>ut  seven  }"ears  during  which  time  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emilj'  B.  Hill,  their  marriage  taking- 
place  January  1,  1882.  B}'  this  marriage  there 
have  been  bom  three  children  whose  names  are  as 


follows:  Fred  G.,  who  was  born  July  7,  1885;  Daniel 
and  Phwlie  ^lay,  twins,  who  were  born  September 
20.  1886.  From  Cheboygan  Mr.  Comb  moved  his 
family  to  his  present  home  in  the  fall  of  1885. 

He  of  whom  we  write  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  has  held  many  local  offices  under 
its  lead.  He  has  been  School  Moderator  both  here 
and  in  Cheboygan  County  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  two  years,  also  School  Director  for  two 
years.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  has  severed  his 
connection  with  that  society.  Besides  himself  two 
of  his  brothers  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rel)ellion, 
and  although  they  were  mere  boys  in  age  at  the 
time  of  their  enlistment,  they  did  good  and  honor- 
able service.  His  brother,  Cliarles,  died  at  Bowling 
(ireen.  Ky..  a  victim  of  black  measles.  Another 
lirother.  Ozro  S..  was  several  times  refused  on  vol- 
unteering for  enlistment  on  account  of  his  youth, 
but  by  a  little  strategy  on  the  boy's  part  was, 
finallv  accepted  and  enlisted  in  the  Third  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  seeing  much  service  and  in  bis  army 
experience,  gaining  a  knowledge  of  men  and  of  the 
condition  and  resoiu'ccs  of  the  great  land  in  which 
lie  lives,  that  the  (.rdinary  man  under  ordinary 
circumstances  would  have  required  a  lifetime  to 
learn. 
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FRANKLIN  F.  RUSSELL.  No  man  is  more 
)j  truly  helpful  in  building  up  the  best  ele- 
ments of  social  and  intellectual  life  than  he 
who  caters  to  the  literary  tastes  of  the  people.  It 
must  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  a  right  minded  man 
to  feel  that  he  is  thus  helping  forward  the  educa- 
tional processes  by  which  a  city  makes  real  progress 
out  of  the  commonplace  into  a  higher  life. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  had  the 
pleasure  of  sujiplying  the  public  of  Lansing,  Ing- 
ham County  with  their  literary  helps  and  has  car- 
ried a  full  line  of  books  until  quite  lately.  He  is 
now  devoting  himself  more  closely  to  a  specialty, 
and  handles  nothing  except  stationery,  news  and 
periodicals.  He  was  born  in  "Walpole,  N.  H.,  May 
6,  1820.  His  father,  Thomas  Russell,  Jr.,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  place  and  his  grandfather,  Thomas, 
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was  a  Couuecticut  farmer  and  blacksmith  as  well  as  ' 
a  rope-maker.  At  an  early  day  he  removed  to 
Walpole  where  he  was  very  .suoeessfiil  in  Imsiness 
and  lieenme  a  rich  man  for  those  days,  although  lie 
was  a  cripple  from  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  had  to 
make  the  journey  of  life  on  crutches  until  he 
passed  to  a  better  world  after  completing'  ninety- 
six  years  of  upright  and  useful  life. 

Thomas  Russell  Jr.,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  a  fanner  and  he  also  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
dying  when  eiglity-seven  years  old.  His  good  wife 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Flint,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts  and  liecame  the  mother  of 
live  children,  her  son  Franklin  l)eing  next  to  the 
eldest  in  age.  He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  in 
Xew  Hampsliire  where  lie  went  to  school  during 
three  months  in  the  winter,  Init  this  privilege  ex- 
tended over  only  three  years,  and  from  that  time 
on  what  education  he  has  received  lias  been  gained 
by  his  own  efforts. 

At  the  age  of  ten  this  boy  began  to  work  his 
own  way  first  on  a  farm  and  then  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  at  which  lie  worked  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  1838  he  went  to  Schenectady, 
X.  Y.,  and  began  to  learn  the  liatter's  trade  and 
after  two  years  he  went  to  Rochester  and  tinif-hed 
learning  his  trade.  After  working  for  others  awhih- 
he  started  in  the  business  for  himself  undertaking 
the  finishing  of  hats  and  a  retail  Imsiness  and  in 
the  fall  of  1856  he  came  to  Lansing  and  located 
here.  He  formed  a  partner.ship  with  C.  Cannell  in 
the  letail  hat  and  shoe  business,  but  after  one  year 
this  partnership  was  dissolved  and  our  subject  con- 
tinued in  the  business  alone  for  awhile. 

Somewhat  later  Mr.  Russell  engaged  as  a  clerk 
with  A.  J.  Viele  in  the  news,  book  and  stationery 
line  and  remained  with  liim  for  ten  years.  In 
1871  he  started  in  the  business  for  himself  at  the 
present  stand  and  lias  carried  it  on  with  good 
judgment  and  success.  He  was  married  in  Roches- 
ter, X.  Y.,  in  1845  to  Miss  Ellen  ]M.  Hinc  who  was 
born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  and  died  after  tlieir  removal 
to  Lansing. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  iji 
this  city  in  1876,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Sophronia 
M.  Knott,  widow  of  R.  B.  Knott.  She  is  a  native  of 
New  York  and  to  her  has  been  granted   one  child, 


Frances  F.  The  pleasant  home  at  the  corner  of 
(Irand  and  Lenawee  Streets  is  the  seat  of  true 
domestic  happiness.  Mrs.  Russell  is  an  earnest  and 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  doctrines  of  protection  and  the  other  princi- 
ples of  Republicanism  are  dear  to  Mr.  Russell,  who 
is  ardent  in  his  attachment  to  his  party.  He  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  66  at  Lansing. 


'^  OHN  W.  TAYLOR.  Nothing  gives  the  pat 
riotic  biographer  more  pleasure  than  to  tell 
the  story  of  the  life  of  one  of  our  "brave 
boys  in  blue"  who  sacrificed  all  that  he  held 
dearest  upon  the  altar  of  our  country,  and  the 
sight  of  one  of  our  maimed  and  criijpled  soldiers 
who  has  left  a  limb  upon  the  battlefield,  causes  the 
heart  to  thrill  again  with  the  emotions  which  made 
life  so  full  and  vital  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  War. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  paragraph  and  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 
opi)Osite  page,  is  one  wiiose  patriotic  record  is  of 
interest  to  everyone  who  will  open  the  covers  of 
this  volume. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  and  is  the  proprietor 
of  Taylor's  Bazaar  of  Confectionery,  besides  being 
one  of  the  firm  of  the  IMichigan  Folding  Talile 
Comjiany.  which  manufactures  an  invention  of  his 
own.  Tliis  firm  is  composed  of  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Barrett.  Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Camden,  Ray 
County,  Mo.,  April  30.  184(»,  and  his  fatlier,  -John 
Taylor,  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire.  England,  and 
a  wagon  manufacturer.  After  coming  with  his 
family  to  this  country  he  located  at  Camden, 
and  established  a  wagon  factory,  hut  later  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Ray  County,  and  was  a  famous  huntsman.  During 
the  war  he  was  a  strong  Union  man  although  resid- 
ing in  a  neighborhood  full  of  Secessionists.  Not 
feeling  at  home  among  them  he  removed  to  Wau- 
kesha County,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  still  resides.  He  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his 
political  convictions.     His  wife,  Elizabeth  Briggs, 
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is  also  a  native  of  Yorksliire,  and  our  su)iject  is 
tiieir  only  child. 

.John  W.  Taylor  was  reared  on  llie  farm  in  !Mis- 
souri  and  his  scliool  advantages  were  meaner. 
When  the  war  l)roke  out  there  were  two  Rebel 
camps  near  their  home.  Wellington  and  Lexington, 
and  although  the  family  was  anxious  to  leave  that 
part  of  the  country  tliey  could  not  get  through  to 
the  Union  lines.  The  C'onfedeiacy  offeied  all  kinds 
of  inducements  to  our  sultjectand  his  father  to  join 
their  service  hut  the  young  man  was  al)le  to  escape 
conscription,  and  enlisted  in  .Inly,  1861,  in  the 
Union  forces,  joining  Company  I).  Fifth  Missouri 
Infantry.  His  thi-ee  months  of  service  in  that  body 
was  spent  in  skirmishing  and  he  was  mustered  out 
August  31.  The  foHowing  day  he  enlisted  again 
in  Company  K,  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry,  being 
mustered  in  at  St.  Loins,  and  taking  a  three  years' 
term. 

The  military  experience  of  Mr.  Taylor  brought 
him  into  the  following  general  engagements.  (  liick- 
amauga,  Perryville  and  Stone  Ki\er  ns  well  ;is 
other  conflicts.  On  the  I'.Hh  of  September,  1><(;H. 
he  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga,  by  a  shell  which 
struck  his  left  leg,  and  he  was  taken  i)ris(iner  at 
the  same  time.  An  operation  became  necessary 
and  his  leg  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Seeley  of  tlie 
Twenty-second  Illinois  Regiment.  Three  weeks 
later  he  was  paroled  and  entered  the  parole  camj) 
at  Chattanooga,  where  he  remained  until  cme  week 
))revious  to  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  when 
he  was  sent  to  .Jeflferson  Barracks,  St.  Loius. 
and  was  mustered  out  of  service  !May  '24,  IHOI. 

This  young  hero  next  went  to  Milwaukee,  and 
took  a  commercial  course  in  Bryant  it  Stratton's 
Business  College,  studying  telegraphy  also,  under 
Prof.  Spencer.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  tlie 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  it  St.  Paul  Railroad,  being 
station  agent  first  at  Columbia,  Wis.,  and  then  at 
Fall  River,  Wis.,  until  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  service  of  the  Detroit,  Lansing  <fe 
^Northern  Railroad.  He  was  agent  at  Brighton 
until  1874.  when  he  look  the  .agency  at  Xorth 
Lansing  I'oi'  one yeai'.  The  1st  of  Ajnil.  1875,  was 
the  day  when  he  entered  the  general  ofiice  of  the 
Auditor  (Jeneral  of  the  .State  as  Clerk,  and  he  re- 
tnaiped  there  just  sixteen  years  to  a  day.     During 


.all  the  time  that  he  was  employed  in  that  ottice  he 
lost  no  time,  but  gave  himself  steadily  and  faith- 
fully to  the  work  of  the  otHce  and  liecame  the  head 
of  the  purchasing  and  paying  department.  In 
1881  he  built  the  block  known  .as  the  Taylor  Block, 
with  dimensions  of  25x80  feet,  furnishing  accom- 
modation for  two  stores,  and  here  in  1891  he  en- 
gaged in  the  confectionery  business.  He  also  built 
in  1878,  the  Postottice  Block  in  ]S'ortli  Lansing, 
20x9(1  feet  winch  is  occupied  by  the  postofflce  and 
also  by  Hedges  it  Reck,  druggists,  of  whom  more 
may  be  found  under  their  respective  names  in  this 
volume. 

In  May,  1891,  Mr.  Taylor  patented  his  folding 
tatile  and  went  into  partneishij)  with  ^Ir.  Barrett 
in  its  manufacture.  There  are  forty-foui-  different 
kinds  of  folding  tables  on  the  market,  but  Mr. 
Taylor's  friends  tliiidvthat  his  claim  is  just  in  call- 
ing tills  the  best  one  offii'cd  to  the  trade  on  account 
of  it>  >linplicity  and  durability.  This  gentleman 
^v.•l^  married  in  ^lilwaukee.  in  18()9.  toJIiss  .loanna 
.M.  Kyan.  ,'i  natixc  of  that  city.  Their  tlirec  rliibhcn 
are,  Sjimuel  ^^'.,  I'ierce  Iv..  and  Marie.  The  eldest 
son  is  a  graduate  of  the  Conmiercial  College  at 
L;ni>ing.  and  is  now  in  the  United  .States  mail  ser- 
vice at  Chicago.  The  mother  of  these  children 
i>  a  Roman  Catholic  in  her  religious  views.  Tlie 
political  view>  of  Mr.  Taylor  arc  strongly  Ivc'|iuli- 
lican.  and  he  is  iirominent  among  the  men  of  his 
party,  being  a  fre(|uent  delegate  to  county  ami 
State  conventions  .-ind  acting  as  Cliairnian  of  the 
city  and  ward  committees.  He  is  a  jirominent 
member  of  the  (i.  A.  1\,,  belonging  to  Charles  T. 
Foster  Post.Xo.  12. 


\ 


LBERT  ,1.  \\TLS(  )X.     The  results  of  indus- 
try and  unflagging  persever.ance  are  .shown 
di    in  the 'life  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
((^;  who   fiwns  and   occui>ic>  one   of   tin'  most 

beautiful  homes  of  Leslie.  Ingham  County.  His 
life  aftords  a  striking  examine  worthy  of  imi- 
tation iiy  young  men  who  are  easily  discouraged 
because  they  have  no  large  capital  and  therefore 
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content  themselves  to  dawdle  on  through  life  on 
small  salaries  because  they  have  not  tlie  energy 
requisite  to  a  greater  success.  A  brief  outline  of 
the  labors  in  which  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  engaged 
and  in  which  for  some  years  past  he  has  been  well 
supported  by  his  better-half  will  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mr.  Wilson  is  descended 
from  English  ancestry  who  made  settlement  in  New 
Jersey  in  Colonial  days.  His  immediate  progeni- 
tors, William  S.  and  Margaret  (Shotwell)  Wilson, 
were  born  and  reared  Quakers  in  New  Jersey  and 
early  in  life  took  up  their  residence  in  New  York 
and  were  married  near  Waterloo,  in  that  State, 
February  2,  1842.  They  subsequently  lived  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  until  early  in  the  '40s  when 
they  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  piece 
of  wild  land  in  Raisin  Township,  Lenawee  County. 
A  few  years  later  they  made  a  visit  to  the  old 
home  in  New  Jersey  and  while  on  their  return  to 
Michigan  Mrs.  Wilson  died,  in  Elba,  N.  Y.,  June 
2o,  1847,  being  then  only  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

William  8.  Wilson  returned  to  his  Michigan 
homestead  soon  after  this  event  and  in  1848  he 
was  again  married,  taking  to  wife  Elizabeth  IMott, 
of  Jackson  County.  Mr.  Wilson  has  made  his  home 
in  Michigan,  in  the  counties  of  Lenawee  and 
Jackson,  following  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture. He  has  always  been  a  money-maker  but  has 
met  with  many  reverses  and  is  not  a  wealthy  man, 
although  he  has  secured  a  comfortaljle  competence 
and  now  having  completed  threescore  and  ten 
years  of  useful  and  upright  living  is  spending  his 
later  days  in  quiet  retirement  in  Adrian,  Mich. 
He  is  a  man  well  read  and  most  interesting  in  con- 
versation. In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig 
and  was  very  firm  in  his  opposition  to  slavery. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  [Jarty  he 
has  supported  it,  although  he  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
ist. He  has  never  sought  otficeand  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  minor  township  and  village  offices  has 
never  held  any  position. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  one  of  the  chief  pil- 
lars in  the  Free  Methodist  Church  of  Adrian,  hav- 
ing been  a  Deacon  and  an  active  worker  there  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  has 
a  keen  sense  of  right  and  wrong  and  is  helpful 


in  promoting  any  enterprise  or  institution  which 
he  believes  will  upbuild  and  better  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  His  parents,  Asa  and  Amy 
(Shotwell)  Wilson,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
who  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  New 
York  but  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  date  and 
spent  their  last  days  in  Lenawee  County.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Ellston)  Shotwell,  who  were  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  there  lived  and  died.  Only  three  of 
William  Wilson's  children    lived    to   the   age    of 

'    maturity,  namely:   Albert  J.,  Joseph  S.  and  P^dwin 

I  M.  The  last  named  was  a  child  of  the  second 
marriage  who  married  Emma  De  Green  and  died 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  a  family 
four  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 

,  light  of  day  in  Marengo.  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
July  22,  1842,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Mich- 

1  igan  when  an  infant.  His  boyhood  amusements 
and  school  days  were  such  as  average  farmer  boys  of 

1    that  day  enjoyed,  and  he  com[)leted   his  schooling 

i  at  the  Raisin  Institute  where  he  acquired  a  fair, 
common-sense  business  education.  As  he  was  the 
eldest  child  much  of  the  labor  and  responsibility 
of  subduing  the   forest  and   cultivating  the  farm 

I    fell  upon  him. 

This  young  man  remained  with  his  father,  giv- 

I  ing  him  the  benefit  of  his  labors  until  August  11, 
1862,  when  he  joined  the  army  as  a  |)rivate  in 
Compan3-  A,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry, which 
was  attached  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  then 
known  as  Burnside's  Corps.  Within  two  weeks  of 
the  day  he  left  AVashington  he  was  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  and  lie  afterward 
was  engaged  in  the  great  conflicts  of  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg.  Entering  upon  the  Kentucky 
campaign  he  joined  Grant's  army  and  was  present 

1  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  numerous  other  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes  of  less  importance.  At  Fred- 
ericksburg he  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  which 
struck  him  jn  the  right  hip.  After  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  he  was  placed  on  detached  duty  in  the 
Paymaster's  department  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  .Imic  1  Si;,"),  when  he  received 
his  final  discharge. 

This  brave  j'oung  veteran  now  returned  to  Len- 
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awee  County  and  resumed  farming,  hut  in  lH68he 
came  to  Ingham  Ct)untv  and  bought  sixty  acres  of 
land  one  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  the  village 
of  Leslie.  I'lion  this  he  settled  and  here  hehasliy 
honesty,  industry  and  perseverance  accuniiihite<l 
considerable  property  and  established  a  re])utntion 
which  entitles  iiim  to  tiie  distinction  of  lieing  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  Leslie,  llis  landed 
possessions  now  consist  of  one  liiindrcd  and  ninety 
acres  of  splendid  land,  all  well  iinjiroNcd  and  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  hi  1880  he  left  liis  farm 
and  removed  to  the  village,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided as  his  sons  have  relieved  him  of  the  details 
of  farm  work. 

Mr.  AVilson  is  a  stockholder  in  tlie  People's 
Bank  of  Leslie  and  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  social  and  financial  circles  here.  He  started  out 
in  the  world  with  willing  hands  and  heart  and  a 
clear  head,  and  his  possessions  arc  the  result  of  his 
own  exertions.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  his 
personality  or  history  and  he  is  a  plain,  unosten- 
tatious man,  singularly  free  from  any  evidence  of 
that  grasping,  over-re.aching  s|urit  by  which  many 
men  have  made  them.selves  rich  in  a  new  country. 
He  has  never  aspired  to  ottice,  jireferring  the  quiet 
of  home  to  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  public  life, 
but  moves  along  quietly,  doing  much  good  that 
the  world  knows  not  of.  He  is  not  connected  with 
any  religious  denomination  hut  is  a  believer  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  churches  and 
gives  freely  of  his  means  to  charitable  institutions. 

This  gentleman  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  announced  by 
that  party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harri- 
son. He  is  a  member  of  the  Lidependent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Dewey  Post,  No.  60,G.  A.  R., 
of  Leslie,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Comman- 
der of  the  Post. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married,  November  3,  1864,  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Wilson,  of  Raisin,  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.  The  place  of  her  birth  is  Marengo,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Anna  L.  (Wares)  Wilson.  This  lady  possesses  rare 
qualities  of  mind  and  disposition  and  has  been  an 
able   assistant  to  her  husband,  taking  a  just  pride 


in  his  success  and  sustaining  the  standing  and  rej)!!- 
tation  of  the  family,  and  were  this  record  to  fail  to 
perpetuate  her  good  name  in  connection  with  her 
Imsbnnd's  it  would  fail  in  one  of  its  chief  iiurjiDscs. 
Tlir  union  of  this  worthy  couple  has  resulted  in 
tlic  liiitli  of  M'vcn  cliildrcii.  nanicly;  ^^'illiaIn  A.. 
Kdgar  .1..  licilrMjii  V...  George  !>..  I'laiices  !\L,  Mary 
(i.  and  llerliert  S.  All  are  living  except  tlie 
youngest  wiio  died  when  eight  years  of  age.  Will- 
iam A.  i>  married  to  Mis.s  Lillian  Hill;  Edgar. I. 
mari'ied  JLss  Nina  Mauley  and  had  one  child — 
Harry  J.,  now  deceased;  and  Bertram  E.  married 
Miss  Jennie  Watson.  These  sons  are  sustaining 
most  manfully  and  nobly  the  high  reputation 
which  the  family  has  held  in  p.ast  generations. 


r^ 


^ENNIS  F.  PATRICK.  White  Oak  Town- 
Jj  ship,  Ingham  County,  is  purely  an  agricul- 
j^  tural  district  and  depends  for  its  prosperity 
not  only  upon  its  soil  but  upon  its  men,  and  it  is 
rich  in  both  respects,  for  the  land  is  arable  and 
productive  and  its  farmers  are  thoroughgoing,  in- 
dustrious, systematic  and  enterprising.  Such  a 
combination  is  sure  to  result  in  ijrosperity  and  no- 
where in  Michigan  can  happier  homes  and  more 
tidy  farms  be  found  than  here. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  lioin  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1821),  in  County  (^ueen.  Ire- 
land, and  was  a  little  babe  of  only  three  inontli> 
when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Canada  where 
they  remained  for  some  two  years  before  removing 
to  New  York.  There  they  made  their  home  for 
five  years  so  that  Dennis  had  reached  the  age  of 
seven  years  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Thomas  F.  Patrick, 
who  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle  in  1812  and 
chose  him  a  wife  in  his  early  manhood,  being  uni- 
ted when  only  eighteen  years  old  with  Bridget 
McGinnis.  To  them  were  born  four  cliildren,  three 
of  them  being  sons  and  one  a  daughter,  and  our 
subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  age.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Bridget,  who  married  Mr. 
William  Lemon  and  is  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, and  now  lives  in  the  far  west  in  Washington; 
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the  second  is  our  subject,  and  the  third  Thomas, 
who  married  Hannah  Bullis,  to  wlioui  have  been 
born  two  children.  The  youngest  child  died  in 
infancy  and  his  name  is  not  known  to  our  suliject. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the 
name  of  Thomas  and  lived  and  died  in  his  native 
Ireland. 

Mary  Havens  is  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on  April  14. 
1859.  Her  father,  Stevens  Havens,  was  born  in 
New  York  and  his  daugliter  was  born  in  ^lichigan. 
There  were  ten  children  in  the  Havens  family.  To 
Mary  (Ha\-ens)  Patrick,  were  born  two  daughtei'S 
and  one  son,  namely:  Catherine,  who  was  born  in 
"White  Oak  Township,  October  14,  1858,  and  mar- 
ried George  Barnell.  by  whom  she  had  one  child. 
She  has  now  passed  to  the  other  world.  The  oldest 
son,  AVilliam  F.  Patrick,  was  born  November  1, 
186'2,  and  in  1888  was  united  in  marriage  to  Au- 
gusta Jliller.  who  has  become  the  mother  of  one 
child.  Clay  Patrick,  deceased,  the  youngest  son 
was  born  in  1867. 

The  second  marri.age  of  Mr.  Patrick  united  liini 
with  Mary  Craft,  a  native  of  New  York  Stale,  who 
was  lioin  in  1843.  Her  father.  William  Craft,  was 
born  in  tlu'(.erman  Fallierland.  and  he  had  twelve 
children  in  his  family.  Thi>  iininn  wliich  l(](il< 
place  in  1H71).  has  been  crowned  liy  llic  liiith  of 
one  child,  JNIillard  Fillmore.  Willi  lii>  son  William. 
^Ir.  Patrick  is  carrying  on  a  general  larniinu  liii>i- 
ness.  and  takes  a  sjiecial  interest  in  tine  ^lock  and 
keeps  hogs  and  .sheep  of  excellent  iireeds,  as  well 
as  some  tine  specimens  of  the  ^Icsscnger  breed  of 
hor-^e^. 

In  former  years  Mr.  Patrick  hii>  been  a  radical 
Republican,  but  he  and  his  .son  are  now  specially 
interested  in  promoting  the  interest  of  farmers  and 
b:Ah  belong  to  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation in  State,  county  and  township  organiza- 
ti<in>.  His  son  is  now  School  M<jderator  and  he 
ha-  held  the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner,  and 
great  credit  is  due  him  for  the  splendid  condition 
of  the  roads  of  this  township.  Where  our  subject 
now  lives  upon  section  2,  his  property  embraces 
farms  wliich  formerly  belonged  to  ,J.  Havens,  W. 
Wightinan.  .1.  Bentley  and  J.  Raynor.  This  large 
l)roperty  was  acquired  pai-tly  b\'  trade  and   partlj' 


by  purchase.  Most  of  this  he  has  improved  and 
much  of  it  is  newly  cleared  land.  Upon  it  he  has 
erected  a  handsome  home  which  cost  some  $3,000 
and  is  one  of  the  [irettiest  farm  houses  in  White 
Oak  Township.  His  half  Inother  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  which  is  situated  on  section  31,  in  quite 
the  opposite  corner  of  the  township.  This  family 
belongs  to  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and 
thev  are  liberal  and  active  in  promoting  the  pros- 
perity of  religious  institutions  in  their  midst. 


-ici^ 


I'OHN  M.  DRESSER.  Although  in  the  prime 
of  manhood  and  vigor,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has  attain- 
ed the  high  standing  in  business  and  finan- 
cial life  that  his  unceasing  efforts  and  energy, 
united  with  sterling  worth  and  high  business  qual- 
ifications, deserves.  He  is  at  present  Cashier  in 
the  Farmers'  Bank  in  Mason.  He  is  a  prime  mover 
here  in  every  measure  that  is  sought  to  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  interests  and  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  his  pleasant  home  is  the 
itndezvous  for  the  best  people  of  the  place.  His 
wife  studies  to  second  the  interests  of  her  husband 
that  tend  to  the  ele^■ation  and  reflneinent  of  their 
xicial  life  and  the  welfare  of  the  connnunitw  A 
lady  of  striking  ])ersonal  attractions,  she  adapts 
her.-ielf  adniiiably  to  the  position  to  which  her  hus- 
band has  risen. 

Our  sulijecl  was  born  in  Rochester,  X.  Y., 
.January  24,  1851.  He  is  a  son  of  John  M.  and 
Susan  A.  (Pierce)  Dresser,  the  father  a  native  of 
Poinfret.  Windsor  County,  Conn.,  and  being  of 
English  ancestry.  He  moved  with  his  family  to 
Michigan  when  our  suljject  was  but  a  small  child, 
only  four  years  of  age.  Although  he  was  a  nat- 
ural born  mechanic,  he  followed  various  occupa- 
tions. Early  in  his  life  he  devoted  him.self  to 
farming.  Later  he  owned  and  operated  a  boat  on 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  after  coming  to  Michigan  he 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some  years,  the 
service  of  builders  and  carpenters  being  at  that 
time  greatly  in   demand.     He  afterward    acquired 
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land  in  the  vicinity  of  Mason  and  here  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  dajs.  Our  subject's  father 
seems  to  liave  been  a  very  popular  man,  as  he  was 
elected  Township  Treasurer  six  or  more  times,  and 
no  matter  what  majority  the  opposite  political 
party  micjlit  have,  he  was  quite  sure   of  election. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  what  was  known  as  the  old  Pixley  farm 
and  had  only  limited  opportunities  at  that  time 
for  acquirino-  an  education.  But  the  bo_y  was  ambi- 
tious to  a  degree,  and  underneath  his  patience 
there  was  a  fixed  determination  that  some  day  he 
should  be  looked  up  to  for  his  mental  attainments. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  attend  school  in 
the  village  of  Mason  and  there  he  studied  for  two 
winters,  the  last  one  under  Prof.  Vroman,  now 
of  the  Normal  School.  Although  his  school  days 
ended  here,  lie  continued  his  efforts  in  self-cultiva- 
tion. A  lover  of  ))Ooks  and  a  natural  student,  the 
midnight  oil  was  constantly  burned  that  he  might 
keep  up  with  tlie  young  men  who  were  his  ideals 
in  an  intellectual  respect. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  left  home  and  began  doing  for  himself. 
Prior  to  that  lime  he  had  never  been  aw.ay  from 
home  and  claims  to  have  been  very  unsophisti- 
cated. He  started  out  canvassing  and  met  with 
very  good  success,  following  the  business  for  about 
one  year,  spending  part  of  his  time  in  Michigan,  part 
in  Illinois,  and  part  in  Iowa.  In  this  way  he  ac- 
(juired  an  extended  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  and  also  something  that  was  even 
of  greater  advantage  to  himself,  for  self-control  is 
to  a  canvasser  of  all  things  necessary.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  year,  he  went  as  far  south  as 
New  Orleans,  expecting  to  join  what  was 
called  the  filibustering  expedition  to  Cuba. 
This,  as  is  now  well  known,  fell  through.  He  next 
sailed  for  Europe,  starting  out  .June  17,  1869,  on 
the  "  St.  .Tames  "  for  Havre,  France.  He  was  this 
time  about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  went  with  a 
full  determination  of  l)ecoming  a  sailor  and  seeing 
a^  much  of  the  world  as  possible.  He  was  at  that 
time  very  thin  in  fiesh,  weighing  but  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  pounds.  Prior  to  his  shipping  on  the 
above-named  vessel  he  was  reduced  to  almost  des- 
perate straits,  having  spent  two  days  without  food. 


while  hunting  a  place  on  a  vessel,  being  entirely 
without  money  and  ashamed  to  beg.  After  a  few 
trips  he  returned  to  Michigan,  not  rich  in  pocket  it 
is  true,  but  having  received  great  pliysical  benefit 
from  his  trip,  for  he  returned  a  perfect  atlilete  in 
form  and  strength.  He  has  never  regretted  his  sailor 
experience  though  lie  did  not  care  to  repeat  it, 
even  after  the  alluring  offer  of  ^25  per  month, 
which  was  made  hiin  if  he  would  continue  with 
the  ship's  company. 

After  returning  from  his  voyage  Mr.  Dresser 
attended  a  select  school  during  the  winter  and 
worked  eight  months  on  a  farm,  losing  no  time 
whatever.  Out  of  $112  which  he  earned  he 
saved  890  and  in  the  intervals  of  his  scholastic 
work  during  the  winter  he  chopped  wood  and 
from  these  earnings  saved  $40,  which  he  put  out 
at  interest. 

Our  subject  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  the  lumber  regions,  act- 
ually inilling  a  cross-cut  saw,  and  was  well  known 
among  the  denizens  of  the  lumber  district  as  a  first- 
class  workman.  Indeed,  he  has  participated  in 
many  kinds  of  hard  manual  labor.  In  xVugust, 
187.5,  he  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Mason  and 
began  the  study  of  law,  walking  back  and  forth 
from  his  father's  farm  to  the  law  office.  Meantime 
to  meet  current  expenses,  he  began  collecting  and 
also  soliciting  insurance.  This  business  increased 
so  rapidly  that  during  the  first  year  he  was  able  to 
pay  his  expenses  and  lay  up  $400.  After  the  first 
six  weeks  in  which  his  success  was  assured,  he  quit 
walking  liack  and  forth  and  added  real  estate  and 
the  lending  of  money  to  his  other  business. 

Our  subject  never  finished  his  law  studies  as  his 
other  occupation  had  proved  so  remunerative  and 
his  collecting  and  insurance  business  had  developed 
so  rapidly.  Being  in  a  position  to  wed,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  November,  1876,  to  Miss  Octavia  A.  Bush, 
a  daughter  of  A.  II.  Bush,  of  Vevay  Township.  His 
allegiance  had  been  pledged  to  the  young  lady  for 
some  little  time  and  they  had  onh'  awaited  the 
time  when  the  young  man  could  provide  a  com- 
fortable and  suitable  home  for  his  bride.  By  this 
marriage  there  are  two  children  whose  names  are 
respectively  Maud,  who  is  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
Mabel,  who  is  ten  years  of  age.     They   are  bright. 
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attractive  children,  and  are  a  great  comfort  to 
their  parents  wlio  look  forward  to  the  future  to 
their  being  intelligent  and  cultured  women. 

Mr.  Dresser's  interest  in  hanking  began  by  his 
being  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Mason,  after  which  he  became  a  Director  and  filled 
this  position  for  some  time.  A  man  who  is  never 
satisfied  unles.s  he  thoroughly  understands  what- 
ever he  is  interested  in.  tlie  banking  business  soon 
became  entirely  familiar  to  him.  and  as  tliere 
seemed  to  be  an  excelleul  opening  for  that  branch 
of  business,  March  1.  1884.  he  started  a  private 
bank.  Tlie  in.stitution  found  its  first  quarters  in  a 
rented  building.  This  he  carried  on  by  himself. 
and  by  fall  one-iialf  the  deposits  of  the  jilace  were 
made  in  the  Dresser  Bank.  He  continued  in  the 
private  banking  business  until  .June  8,  1886,  and 
he  was  in  the  lead  of  the  National  Bank  on  dep- 
osits to  an  amount  of  115,0(1(1. 

At  the  last  named  date  our  subject,  with  others. 
organized  a  >State  Bank,  with  a  paid  up  capital  of 
#75.000,  and  thirty  of  the  best  men  in  the  town 
and  township  appeared  as  stockholders.  The 
prime  mover  of  this  oiganization  was  Mi-.  Dresser, 
and  he  still  holds  the  position  of  Cashier  in  the 
institution  and  has  in  it  a  large  interest.  Our  sub- 
ject in  his  political  relations  casts  his  vote  with  tiie 
Republican  party.  He  has  never  been  an  otHee- 
seeker,  feeling  that  other  men  who  had  an  inclina- 
tion in  that  direction  and  whose  time  was  more  at 
their  own  disposal  than  he  felt  Ins  to  l)e,  were 
better  fitted  for  it.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Dresser  are  act- 
ive members  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  in  whicli 
our  suliicct  is  a   Trustee. 


OIIX  ,1.  lUSlI.  To  be  descended  f  mill  hon- 
orable, talented  and  representative  men  is 
in  itself  a  guarantee  of  nl)ility  and  honor 
which  any  man  who  is  a  true  gentleman 
may  well  rejoice  in.  Tlie  proprietor  of  the  Busli 
Hoad  Cart  CVmipany  at  Lansing,  Ingham  County, 
is  the  son  and  grandson  of  prominent  l)usiiiess 
men  who  were  early  settlers  in  that  city  and 
wlio   lielped  to  make    it  what  it  is  to-day.     His  fa- 


ther, .Jolm  .1.  Bush,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  as  was  also  his  father,  the  Hon. 
Charles  P.  Bush,  whose  natal  year  was  1809.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  speculator,  and  after  marriage 
began  to  think  of  coming  West. 

In  1835  the  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bush  made  his  first 
visit  to  Michigan  and  in  1836  he  came  again  and 
spent  the  summer,  buying  Government  land  in 
Fowler  Township,  Livingston  C'ounty,  where  he 
luiilt  a  log  house  and  the  following  year  brought 
on  his  family.  In  less  than  a  year  he  sold  that 
property  to  Mr.  Fowler,  and  located  in  the  town- 
ship of  Genoa,  Livingston  County,  where  he  owned 
tliirteen  hundred  acres.  He  was  successful  not  only 
as  a  farmer  but  also  as  a  speculator  and  a  politician. 
He  served  in  the  State  Legislature  from  1840  to 
1846,  and  during  the  year  1847  belonged  to  the 
State  Senate.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he  was 
President  of  the  Senate  and  acting  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  administered  the  oath  of  office  to 
new  officials  in  the  woods  of  Lansing  before  the 
old  capitol  was  built.  Some  years  later  he  served 
again  as  State  Senator  for  several  terms.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  removal  of  the  capital 
from  Detroit  to  Lansing.  He  was  a  born  leader,  a 
good  orator,  and  one  of  the  foremost  and  promi- 
nent men  of   the  State. 

In  1847  Senator  Bush  came  to  Lansing  and 
went  into  iiartnership  with  Messrs.  Thomas  tt  Lee, 
Ijuying  and  platting  an  addition  and  Iniilding  the 
Benton  House  which  is  now  known  as  the  Everett 
House.  In  partnership  with  Mr.  Thomas  he  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  under  the  firm  name 
of  Bush  cV  Thomas,  and  they  were  successful 
pioneer  merchants.  He  died  July  4,  1858.  His 
wife  Was  Minerva  Walker  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  wlio  died  in  Lansing  in  1886  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  She  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  father.  .John  .1.  Bush,  Sr..  came  to  Michigan 
when  young  and  was  reared  at  Long  Lake,  taking 
his  higlier  education  at  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsi- 
lanti  and  tiie  Seminary  at  Nt)rthville.  Before 
reaching  his  majority  he  began  a  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Howell,  where  he  was  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  and  continued  there  in  merchandising 
for  a  few  vears.     He  then  returned   to  his    native 
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State  and  at  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  went  into  a  banking 
and  real-estate  business,  a  business  which  extended 
through  Tompkins  and  Ca.yuga  Counties.  He  had 
a  suecessful  husiiie.ss  there  involving  over  1200,000, 
and  in  11^69  he  came  to  Lansing  and  entered  into 
a  inivate  l)ank  which  was  operated  for  several 
years  under  the  firm  name  of  Isabelle  &  Bush,  and 
was  finally  merged  into  the  Lansing  National 
Bank.  This  new  corporation  he  organized  and  was 
its  President  for  ten  years,  being  also  organizer 
and  Director  of  the  Central  Michigan  Savings 
Bank. 

Real  estate  business  at  the  same  time  absorbed 
part  of  the  energies  of  this  gentleman  and  he 
platted  the  Bush,  Butler  &  Sparrow  addition,  which 
is  now  an  important  addition  to  the  city  of  Lans- 
ing. He  also  engaged  in  selling  farm  and  pine 
lands  and  manufactured  shingles  and  lumber  in 
Oceana  County  at  Pentwater,  where  he  also  carried 
on  merchandising.  While  making  money  in  his 
general  business  he  lost  some  in  indorsing  for 
friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  which  was 
known  as  the  Lansing  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufactur- 
ing Company  and  also  had  a  mill  and  mercantile 
business  in  (Ottawa  County.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
]niblic  spirit  and  did  all  within  his  power  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  city.  The  Butler  Block 
was  put  up  by  him  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  and  for  years  acted  as  its  Treasurer. 
At  one  time  he  was  State  Librarian.  He  died  in 
1886  on  the  10th  of  October,  having  reached  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Eliza  Smith  and  was  born  in  Render,  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter  of  Hiram  Smith, 
who  was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  best  fami- 
lies of  Connecticut,  He  was  a  dealer  in  real  estate 
and  lands  and  had  milling  interests  in  Tioga,  being 
one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  Mrs.  Eliza 
Bush  still  resides  in  Lansing.  She  is  a  devout 
memJber  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  grew  to  manhood, 
l)ut  the  brother  of  our  subject,  Charles  E.,  died  at 
the  age'  of  twenty-two,  just  after  his  graduation. 
He  was  born  in  Mottville,  Tompkins  County,  N.Y., 
May  19,  1863. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Lans- 


ing at  the  age  of  six  years  and  here  attended  school 
and  never  missed  a  day  until  he  left  the  High 
School  which  took  place  when  he  was  sixteen.  He 
then  entered  the  State  Agricidtural  College,  where 
he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences  and  the 
same  year  received  a  diploma  from  the  High  School 
here.  He  had  helped  his  father  some  in  his  busi- 
ness up  North  and  after  his  graduation  became 
Corresponding  Clerk  in  the  Central  Michigan  Sav- 
ings Bank  and  was  with  them  four  years,  being 
jn-omoted  to  the  responsible  position  of  Teller.  At 
this  time  he  became  administrator  of  his  father's 
estate  and  in  order  to  attend  to  that  business  found 
it  necessary  to  leave  the  bank. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bush  with  Miss  ]\Iinnie  E. 
Day  took  jilace  in  INIilwaukec,  Wis.,  October  20, 
1887.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  that  city  and  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  E.  II.  Day,  a  j^rominent  pliysician 
there  and  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  as  well  as  a  well-known  geologist.  She 
completed  her  liigher  education  at  the  ^Milwaukee 
College  and  the  conservatory  of  music.  Jlr.  Bush 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  L.  Anderson,  estab- 
lishing the  Road  Cart  Company,  which  was  first 
located  at  the  foot  of  Washington  Avenue  at  North 
Lansing,  and  a  year  later  was  moved  up  into  the 
city,  soon  after  which  our  subject  liought  out  his 
partner's  interest  in  the  business  and  continued  it 
alone. 

The  Bush  Road  Cart  Company  manufactures 
phaetons,  speeding  and  skeleton  carts  and  spindle 
road  wagons.  They  have  an  output  of  two  thou- 
sand carts  and  a  well  established  trade  in  every 
State  in  the  Union,  keeping  two  men  on  the  road. 
Their  products  are  also  sent  to  foreign  countries 
where  they  have  an  established  reputation.  The 
company  has  a  side  track  leading  up  from  the  rail- 
road to  the  factory  and  is  carrying  on  a  reasonably 
successful  business. 

Mr.  Bush  has  considerable  interest  in  Lansing  in 
the  real  estate  business  and  has  ever  been  inter- 
ested in  farming.  He  had  at  one  time  the  largest 
herd  of  registered  and  imjiorted  (Jalloway  cattle  in 
the  State  and  still  has  a  fine  herd  of  these  splendid 
animals.  He  is  now  closing  them  out,  but  still  has 
in  addition  to  them  a  number  of  excellent  Jerseys. 
His  father  was  a  lover  of  fine  stock  and  cattle  and 
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owned  some  of  tlie  finest  horses  in  the  State,  among 
which  were  '"Rough  and  Ready"  and  "Bay 
Prince." 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social 
orders  being  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  Commander  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  being  the  leading  Knight 
in  the  Lodge  of  Elks.  He  is  Chairman  ot  tlie 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Grand  River  Boat  Club 
and  Vice-President  of  Michigan  for  the  Knights 
of  the  Grip,  in  which  business  organization  he  was 
Secretary  last  year.  He  is  a  member  and  Director 
in  the  Bicycle  Club.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Aldermanic  Board  and  was  the  President  pro  tem. 
of  the  Council  for  two  years.  In  connection  with 
the  City  Council  he  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  city  affairs  which  is  considered  the  most  impor- 
tant committee.  He  is  stanch  in  his  adherence  to 
the  principles  and  policj'  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  is  generally  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  city, 
county  and  congressional  conventions.  One  child 
only  has  blessed  his  home,  Howard  Day,  who  was 
born  October  27,  1888,  and  gives  fair  promise  of 
inheriting  the  fine  abilities  of  his  father,  grand- 
father, and  great-grandfather. 


\ -i-^' 


<^  IVILLIAM  \V.  THORBURN,  V.  S.  In  Arabia 
\^/  a  man's  horses  are  a  part  of  his  family  and 
^^  any  ill  to  one  of  these  gentle  yet  high-spir- 
ited l)earers  of  burdens  is  considered  as  much  of  a 
family  calamity  as  sickness  or  deatli  even  to  a  child 
of  the  household.  The  tent  that  i.s  the  liome  of 
the  shiek  with  his  wife  and  children,  is  also  the 
home  of  the  steeds  that  the  wanderers  of  the  deserts 
guard  as  their  most  precious  treasure,  and  cruelty 
to  their  horses  is  regarded  as  disgraceful.  It  is  to 
be  questioned  whether  any  people  understand  the 
natures  of  these  almost  human  animals  better,  but 
medicine  and  surgery  have  developed  a  branch  to 
alleviate  the  suffering  caused  often  by  the  thought- 
less and  ignorant  if  not  cruel  abuse  of  man.  There 
is  no  piore  skillful  practitioner  in  this  especial 
branch  in   this  portion   of  the  country  than  the 


gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch, 
and  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 
His  is  a  liuniane  nature  and  one  that  understands 
the  lower  animals.  He  has  the  largest  practice  in 
vetei-iuary  surgery  of  any  one  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  is  the  proprietor  of  the  institution 
know  as  Dr.  Thorburu's  ^'eterinary  Infirmary  which 
is  the  place  of  rest  and  tender,  skillful  care  for  in- 
jured or  debilitated  horses  that  the  name  would 
indicate.  Dr.  Thorburn  was  born  in  Holt,  Delhi 
Township,  Ingham  County,  August  18,  18.58.  He 
is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  his  father  being  John  Thor- 
burn, born  in  Scotland.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Thorburn,  was  a  weaver.  Our  subject's 
grandfather  came  to  America  on  the  death  of  his 
father  and  engaged  in  farming  in  this  State,  being 
thus  emploved  until  his  decease,  which  took  place 
in  ^lay,  1872,  in  Delhi  Township.  The  father  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  was  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  bring- 
ing his  family  witli  him. 

John  Thorburn  first  located  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
after  coming  to  tliis  country  and  was  there  engaged 
in  following  his  trade,  and  as  a  horse-shoer.  In 
1849  he  came  to  Ypsilanti  and  there  at  once  en- 
gaged in  his  trade.  In  18.52  he  came  to  Lansing 
and  buying  out  the  firm  of  Ferguson,  of  North 
Lansing.built  the  first  brick  block  which  was  erected 
in  that  place.  There  he  located  his  shop  and  by 
close  application  to  his  business,  in  which  he  was 
obliged  to  stand  much  of  the  time  over  the  furnace, 
he  lost  his  health  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  active 
business.  He  then  located  on  a  farm  in  Delhi 
Township,  where  he  still  resides.  On  first  coming 
to  Ypsilanti  our  subject's  father  purchased  Govern- 
ment land  and  bent  his  energies  to  improving  the 
same.  He  followed  farming  for  some  time  most 
successfully  and  is  now  the  owner  of  over  one 
thousand  acres  of  fine,  aralile  land  in  Ingham 
County,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
which  is  included  in  one  farm.  This  is  well  im- 
proved and  stocked  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
as  well  as  attractive  farms  in  the  count}',  as  its 
owner  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  as  well  as 
largest  farmers  here.  He  is  engaged  extensively 
in  breeding  Short-horn  cattle.  Merino  and  York- 
shire hogs. 
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For  iiKDiy  veais  .Mi-,  riiuiiuiin.  Sr.  has  identified 
liiiuself  with  chuR-li  work  in  the  l^icshytei-iaii  de- 
iioiniiinlion  havinji'  lieeu  I'Mder  in  the  chiiirh  of 
whicli  he  i>  a  member  Un  many  yeai>.  Our  suli- 
jfcl  ■>  niotlici  was.  in  hei- maiden  days.  Miss  Hannah 
.1.  (Jills.  .Sill-  was  lioin  in  Brattleboro.  Vt.,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  .Vlan.son  Ohls.  wlio  wasi  also  a  native 
of  Vermont.  He  was  a  rabinet-maker  and  located 
at  I^ansini;  in  1«)7.  ihit  aftei' eomint;'  liitlier  lie 
engaged  in  tlic  liotfl  bnsinoss  of  Xortli  Lansing 
and  afterward  located  on  a  farm  in  Conway.  Liv- 
ington  County,  where  lie  died.  Our  subject's 
mother  died  in  March.  \X>*U.  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  She  was  a  woman  of  sterling  worth  and 
strong  |)er.s<malitv  and  bec|ueatlied  tiiese  traits  to 
her  son.     She  was  the  mother  of  three  children. 

\V.  W.  Thorburn  was  raised  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  the  rudimentary  portion  of  his  edu- 
cation at  the  district  school  of  Ma.son.  after  which 
he  attended  the  High  School,  from  which  lie  was 
graduated  with  honors.  When  but  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  began  life  for  himself,  working  the  hoine 
farm,  then  taking  the  adjoining  farm  under  iiis 
proprietorshii)  and  continuing  the  cultivation  of 
this  until  he  was  twenty-two.  In  18H1  he  entered 
the  Ontario  A'etei-inary  College  where  he  ))ursued 
liis  studies  for  two  \ears,  graduating  in  18(s;5.  at 
which  time  he  received  the  title  of  X'eterinary 
Surgeon. 

In  Keliriiary,  1H«4.  Dr.  Thorburn  located  at  Lan- 
sing and  has  since  continued  to  practice  his  pro- 
fessi(m  here.  In  1SH7  lie  purchased  the  ground  and 
built  the  infirmary  of  which  he  is  at  jiresent  pro- 
prietor. This  institution  is  complete  in  every  de 
tail,  having  all  the  latest  improvements  and  being 
built  according  to  the  most  advanced  .sanitary 
theories  in  use  in  such  places.  It  has  fine  box 
stalls,  pneumatic  troughs  and  is  perfectly  venti- 
lated and  lighted.  It  is.  moreover,  well  located,  be- 
ing convenient  and  acccssilile.  both  by  reason  of 
high  road  and  railway  advantages,  to  every  portion 
of  the  surrounding  country.  Dr.  Thorburn  Avas 
the  lirst  graduate  of  veterinary  surgery  to  locate 
in  Lansing,  and  is  the  oldest  practicing  one  now 
here.  Much  of  his  i)atronage  is  from  adjoining 
counties,  as  well  as  from  his  own  locality.  Horse 
dealers    and    owners    in    Katon.   Clinton.    Intrham, 


Ionia  and  other  countiis  liiul  Dr.  TIkh  iuiin's  In- 
tirmary  the  safest  and  surest  plaet'  to  send  line 
animals  that  perhaps  lia\e  lieeii  liuit  or  have  eou- 
trncted  some  di.sease. 

Our  subject  adds  to  his  veterinary  practice  fann- 
ing, being  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  tine  land  in  Delhi  Township,  only  four 
miles  from  the  eily  of  Holt.  It  is  di'\'oted  to  stock- 
farming  ami  here  one  m;iy  tiiid  some  of  the  tinest 
specimens  u\'  e(|uine  beauties.  He  is  engaged  in 
raising  blooded  lior.ses.  Short-horn  cattle  and  line 
w'ool  shee|i.  His  personal  attention,  however,  is 
given  to  his  intirmary.  having  an  experienced  fore- 
man as  supei'visor  of  the  stock  farm.  This  last- 
named  |)lace  is  well  improved,  having  good  build- 
ings and  beautifully-tilled  soil. 

Dr.  Thorburn  w'as  married  in  Moniee.  Shiawas- 
see County.  October  20.  IHUfJ.  His  bride  was  a 
Miss  Marion  Lang,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
Inning  been  born  in  Lark  Hall,  Lanarkshire.  Ang- 
nst  IS.  1!S()1.  .She  i>  a  daughter  of  .lohn  Lang, 
who  is  a  natixe  of  the  same  |)lace  and  was  there  a 
carter.  Her  grandfather.  Thomas  Lang,  was  also  a 
carter.  Her  father  came  to  .Vmeriea  in  1880  and 
located  111  Delhi  Township  where  lie  engaged  in 
farmiiiu'.  lie  is  now  in  .Vlaiedon  Township,  this 
count\.  .Mrs.  Thorburn 's  mother  was  in  her 
maiden  days.  .Miss  Mary  Cleland.  also  of  Scotch 
birth  and  ancestry.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cleland.  a  farmer  in  Scotland.  Her  family  were 
adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  has 
so  large  a  following  in  Scotland,  of  the  strictest 
Calvinistic  kinds.  J\lrs.  Thorburn  is  the  fourth  child 
in  a  family  of  twelve  children  who  lixed  to  be 
grown.  She  w-as  reared  and  educated  in  her 
native  country  and  came  to  .America  in  188  1  in 
the  steamer  "Bolivia,"  a  delightful  trip  of  niiu' 
days  from  her  starting  point  to  New  York.  Their 
sailiiiii'  port  was  ( ireeiioek.  .Vfter  eoniing  to  this 
country  they  at  once  loi'.aled  in  Delhi  Townshi]), 
where  she  li\-ed  with  liei  pan  nts  until  her  marriage. 
One  child  giiice- this  union,  a  boy.  who  is  the  pride 
and  oliject  of  the  fondest  hopes  on  the  pari  of 
both  parents. 

Our  subject  interests  liimself  in  every  way  that 
can  be  of  advantage  to  him  in  the  acquiring  of 
knowledge  that  pertains  to  his  profeission.     He  is  a 
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member  of  the  .State  Veteriiiai'v  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  is  on  tlie  standing  committee  in  regard  to 
legislation  in  veterinary  matters.  He  is  a  constant 
attendant  upon  all  the  .State  meetings  and  is  an 
active  worlver  in  this  society.  In  liis  church  rela- 
tions our  subject  is  by  inclination  as  by  bringing 
uj),  a  memlier  of  the  Presliyterian  denomination 
and  lias  been  Treasurer  of  the  churcli  in  Holt  for 
a  niuulier  of  years.  In  his  political  predilection 
lie  is  a  thorough  Republican,  finding  in  the  tenets 
and  doctrines  of  that  party  the  balance  of  what  is 
liest  and  truest  in  political  life. 


-i-^*J% 
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/^^  AMUIiL  W.  HAMMOND.  He  whose 
^^^  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  slvctch  has 
%Z-M  for  twenty  years  lieen  engaged  in  settling 
the  disputes  of  iieojjle  whose  frailty  of 
temper  or  strained  ideas  of  equity  bring  tliem  into 
the  .Tustice  Court,  and  during  tliat  time  he  has 
commended  himself  to  tlie  good  graces  of  ju.st 
men.  and  become  the  terror  of  offenders  against 
our  laws.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  .June  30,  1824.  and  is  the  son  of  Potter  and 
lluidah  (lioliinson)  Ilammond.  Iioth  natives  of  tlie 
Empire  .State.  Tlie  mother  liaving  died,  May 
IT),  1837.  our  subject  witii  his  father  soon  after 
came  to  3Iicliigan.  locating  in  Hanover,  Jackson 
County,  wliere  the  latter  entered  some(iovernment 
land. 

Spending  his  buylKidd  days  in  the  primitive  and 
often  uncleared  wilds  of  .hicl^soii  County,  the  lad 
grew  up  a  thouglitful  young  man,  with  a  natural 
trend  toward  logical  rea.soning.  He  there  liegan 
the  study  of  medicine,  reading  all  the  liooks  upon 
which  he  could  lay  hands.  He  afterward  attended 
the  Medical  College  at  Cleveland.  Ohio,  where  lie 
graduated  in  the  regular  practice.  He  afterward 
located  at  Cliarlotte,  Eaton  County,  where  lie 
practiced  for  alunit  two  years.  In  the  meantime 
lie  took  iqion  himself  tlie  responsibilities  of 
married  life,  his  luide  lieing  Miss  !Mary  Lindcr- 
maii.  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Caroline  (Harton) 
Lindermaii. 

In  1852  our  subject  determined    to   go   to  Cali- 


fornia, and  uncertain  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
better  to  remain  there,  he  moved  his  family  to 
Mason  until  he  should  decide  upon  the  best  course 
to  jjursue  in  regard  to  their  following  him.  There 
the}-  remained  until  he  had  been  gone  two  years. 
His  journey  out  was  made  by  the  overland  route, 
and  his  experience  in  cro.ssing  the  plains  is  a  mem- 
orable one.  He  came  back,  however,  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus,  and  found  the  variety  of  this  trip  de- 
lightful to  a  degree.  Wliile  practicing  his  profes- 
sion in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Gate,  he  was  also 
engaged  in  mining.  On  liis  return  he  established 
himself  at  Okemos.  in  Ingham  County,  where  he 
lived  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  joined  the  army,  being  appointed  by  Gov. 
Blair  as  Surgeon  in  tlie  Twenty-second  ISIichigan 
Infantry.  He  was  with  that  regiment  until  the 
close  of  tlie  war,  and  was  often  placed  in  many 
dangerous  positions  while  in  the  line  of  duty  on 
the  field  of  battle.  He  was  a  participant  in  the 
campaigns  before  Atlanta.  Nashville  and  in  other 
battles.  At  Nashville  the  reliels  fired  upon  tlie 
hospital  in  the  face  of  some  half  dozen  yellow 
flags,  which  were  the  recognized  hospital  emblem. 
During  liis  .service  he  suffered  a  severe  spell  of  sick- 
ness, which  developed  into  spasmodic  asthma,  and 
after  his  return  from  tlie  army  he  had  to  discontinue 
the  practice  of  medicine,  because  of  the  shattered 
condition  of  his  constitution. 

Mr.  Hammond  moved  to  the  town  of  Mason, 
Ingham  County,  in  1870,  and  was  soon  after 
elected  to  the  position  of  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  in 
wliich  capacity  he  has  ever  since  served,  with  the 
excejjtion  of  one  year.  ^lany  cases  liave  been 
tried  liefore  him,  and  the  decision  of  but  few  has 
been  questioned  or  reversed.  Our  suliject  lias 
three  children,  who  have  taken  honorable  positions 
in  professional  and  social  life.  Tlie  eldest  child,  a 
daughter.  Kate  i\I..  married  Dr.  Fergu.son.  of  Oke- 
mos. He  is  a  graduate  of  both  tlie  old  school 
and  the  scliool  of  homeopathy,  uniting  in  tlie  two 
the  best  theor\-  and  practice  found  in  each.  Eu- 
gene is  a  printer,  engaged  in  work  at  Philadelpiiia. 
Charles  Fremont  is  a  rising  lawyer  in  the  city  of 
Lansing,  this  state. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  votes  with  the  Re- 
publican party.     His  first  vote  was  cast   in    1844, 
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fill'  llcmy  Clny.  liut  sinof  the  foi'iiintioii  (if  the 
lit'iuililit'aii  i)Mity.  he  luis  yivcn  the  wciolit  of  liis 
vote  Mild  iiiHueiK'f  to  it.  ^Ir.  llainiiioiHl  is  n  niem- 
lifi-  of  till'  PiC'sliytei'inii  t'liuicli.  and  is  a  gciu'i'oiis 
sui)|)(irtei-  jiiid  ii|)liul(k'r  of  tlic  saiiii'.  [ii  his  sficial 
lifi'  lit'  is  a  Mnstt'i'  Mason. 
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NSEL  R.  !..  C'()\Kl{r.  TIk- ocntloinaii  of 
(^^L-!|i  wlioin  we  write  is  pleased  to  traee  liis  aii- 
I  ll>  cestois  hack  lliroiiiiii  <;eiieiatioiis  of  lioiioi'- 
alile  men  and  women  to  Fianee.  wliere  tlie 
name  was  oriuinally  Comer.  The  family  w;is 
driven  out  of  tlieir  native  l.-iiid  and  tooiv  reflisi'e  in 
Holland  where  the  ))retix  \'an  was  added  to  tlie 
name,  (ieoijie  \'an('ouver.  the  distinijiiislu'd  na\i- 
oator,  was  a  member  of  the  family  dnriiiii'  that  part 
of  its  liistor\'.  Those  who  came  to  .Vmeriea  soon 
dropped  the  Duteh  prefix  and  finally  elianued  the 
name  to  Covert.  The  maternal  <>randparents  were 
Isaac  and  Polly  Chandler,  natives  of  New  .lersey 
who  settled  in  Seneea  County.  X.  Y..  ;it  an  early 
date  and  oaine  to  Michigan,  settling  in  \'evay 
Township.  Ingham  County,  early  in  the  history 
of  that  section. 

( )ur  snliject  was  horn  in  Covert,  Seneca  Comity. 
N.  v..  .luiie  \'2.  IH.S  1,  his  parents  being  .Mahloii 
and  Sallie  (Chandler)  Covert,  natives  of  the  .same 
town.  The  paternal  grand|)arents  wereBevgun  and 
.Vim  Covert,  natives  of  New  .ler.sey,  who  were 
early  s(>ttlers  in  Seneca  Comity.  N.  V.  The  town- 
ship of  Covei't  in  that  comity  took  its  name  from 
this  family  and  at  one  time  no  one  but  Coverts 
lived  within  its  Ixinnds.  The  ])arents  of  onr  sub- 
ject grew  up  together  from  childhood  being  close 
neighbors,  and  were  married  in  Covert  and  made 
their  home  there  until  1H37.  when  they  eanie  to 
Michigan  and  .settled  on  a  faim  in  what  is  now 
Leslie  Township.  Iniiliani  County.  The  land  which 
the\  took  was  all  in  a  wild  condition  and  lieavily 
timbered  and  they  did  thorougli  pioneer  work  in 
suhdning  it  and  ]nitting  it  in  a  .state  of  cultivation. 

The  widowed  mother  who  was  liereaved  of  her 
husband  in  Februar\'.  1  HiS.S  when  he  ha<l  completed 
his    four-score  years,  still   lives  on    the    old    place 


where  slie  settled  in  her  early  ni.arrii'il  life,  fifty- 
four  years  ago.  She  has  now  completed  eighty 
years  of  faithful  and  useful  life.  Her  husband  was 
a  farmer  all  his  lifetime  and  altliough  he  began 
without  means  obtained  a  handsome  jjroperty  be- 
fore his  death.  He  worked  his  way  up  alone  and 
being  a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  beliefs,  |50S- 
.sessed  of  steiling  integi'ity  and  a  keen  sense  of 
right  and  wi-ong.  he  won  the  respect  and  admira- 
tion of  all  who  knew  him  .Miid  exerted  a  decided 
intluence  over  those  with  wlnim  he  came  in  con- 
tact. He  was  originally  a  Whig  but  finally  became 
a  Republican. 

The  oflice  of  .Supervisor  of  Leslie  Townshi|)  was 
twice  tilled  by  ^lalilon  Covert,  besides  iimnerous 
otlu'r  township  ollices.  Both  he  aiicl  his  wife  found 
l^leasme  in  active  churcli  work  and  weie  memliers 
of  the  I!a))tist  Chui'cli.  For  more  than  fifty  years 
he  was  a  Deacon  in  that  body  and  exerted  a  great 
mrtuence  in  the  matters  of  religion  and  w.as  in 
e\ery  sense  useful  in  his  day  and  generation.  They 
had  four  childi'cn.  namely:  .Viisel  R.  L.,  Saman- 
tha  C..  .Mai'v  .v..  and  .Monmouth  I.  all  of  wImuii 
are    living. 

The  farm  in  Leslie  Township  was  the  scene  of 
the  early  life  of  our  subject  after  his  parents  re- 
moved thither  in  I«;i7.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  took  one  term  at  what 
is  now  the  Hillsdale  College,  then  located  at  Spring 
Arbor.  .Mich.  He  remained  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  teaching  school  during  the  winter,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twent\-six  years,  when  he  was 
elected  Comity  Clerk  of  Ingham  Comity  by  the 
Republicans  in  the  fall  of  !«;")(;.  and  held  that 
oflice  for  four  years. 

.\fter  leaving  his  cleikship  Mr.  Co\ert  came  to 
Leslie  and  engaged  in  general  iiicrchandising  in 
partnerslii|)  with  Thomas  II.  Reed  and  at  the  same 
time  held  tlie  otlici'>  of  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Township  (leik.  AftiM- three  yt'ars  lu'  ga\'e  up  his 
other  business  and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  his 
work  as  a  .lustice  and  after  a  year  when  the  .lack- 
sou.  Lansing  tV  .Saginaw  Railroad  was  built  througli 
J^eslie  he  was  made  its  agent,  and  has  been  railroad 
and  express  agent  ever  since.  He  is  now  serving 
lii'~  twenty-sixth  year  in  that  capacity.  The  rail- 
road we  have  just  mentioned    is  now   known    as 
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tlu'  Saginaw  Divif^ion  tif  the  Mifliigan  Central, 
witli  wl)i(li  load  ^Ir.  (Overt  i>  now  conneeted.  He 
owns  stock  in  tlie  People'-^  I'.ank  of  I>eslie  and  lias 
aciinired  tlie  possession  nf  a  line  eiuiily-acre  faiin 
in  Leslie  Township. 

The  lady  who  so  uiari(i\isly  i)resides  over  the 
honsehold  of  our  snlijeet  lieeanie  Mrs.  Covert 
September  'ii.  l.S,')S.  ilei' maiden,  name  was  Mary 
('.  Hoot  and  her  home  wa>  in  Mason.  Mieli.  Slie  is 
a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State,  having  been  born 
in  I'lynnnith,  Wayne  County,  in  1889  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  IJool.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Covt^t 
have  had  six  eliildren.  namely:  .lohn  F.  (deceased); 
Canie.  \'ernu'  (deceaseds  (Jertrnde,  (iiace  and 
Katie. 

Carrie  is  the  wife  of  \Mllis  K.  I'iekett  of  the 
.South  Omalni  (Neb.)  National  I5aid<.  She  is  a 
typewriter  and  stenographer,  and  is  the  only  one 
of  the  children  who  is  away  from  home.  Mr. 
Covert  and  his  wife  are  active  and  iiiHuential 
members  of  the  IJaplist  Church,  and  tlieii's  is  one 
of  the  re|)resentative  families  of  Ingham  County, 
as  their  long  residence  here,  their  >uperior  char- 
acter, theii'  high  intelligence  and  ability,  as  well  as 
tlicii  xicial  (pialitio  place  them  upon  the  higliest 
plane.  'Hie  political  \ie\vs  of  oursubject  have  led 
him  to  atliliate  with  the  Republican  party  and  he 
i.-  respecte<l  a>  one  of  its  sti'ong  men.  He  is  al.so  a 
representative  member  of  the  Indei)endent  Ordei' 
of  Odd  Fellows  ;ind  is  highly  resjiected  by  the  fr;i- 
ternity. 


iTlAllFZ  11.  l.rTllFH.  is  a  faiiner  and  r-tock- 
raiser  on  .-iection  H.  of  Delhi  Town>liip. 
Ingham  County.  .Mich.  1  le  has  pas.sed  m(jre 
than  the  threescore  and  ten  years  usually 
allotted  to  man,  and  yet  his  mental  faculties  areas 
unclouded  as  ever.  He  has  here  ninety  acres  of 
land  of  which  he  himself  is  the  active  proprietor, 
•■ind  which  .-eem  to  suffer  no  diniinuti<in  of  care 
and  attention  from  the  early  years  when  it  was  hi> 
pride  to  keep  his  farm  on  .a  i)ar  with  the  lie>t  in 
the  county.  Ih'  is  a  native  of  the  Eini>ire  State. 
having    been     born     in     Clinton     County.   N.  Y. 


March  I,  1H2(I.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Fuiiice  (.Vlleii)  Luther,  the  former  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  little  State  that  was  a  pioneer 
in  the  Revolutionary  methods  ado|)ted  toward  the 
mother  country,  and  which  sent  out  the  first  ship 
to  battle  foi-  indeiiendence.  The  mother  was  .-i 
native  of  \'eiinont.  where  they  were  married  in 
South  Hero.  They  moved  to  New  York  where 
Mr.  Luther.  Si.,  was  engaged  in  farming  until  he 
removed  to  Lenawee  County,  in    1HI38. 

\Vhen  our  subject's  parents  first  entered  .Mich- 
igan, they  proceeded  immediately  to  enter  land 
from  the  (iovernment.  and  to  thereon  make  a 
home.  Oursubject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and  iii:i<Ic 
liomes  for  them,'<elves.  Tliei'c  are  now  but  three 
members  of  the  family  living.  It  i>  believed  by 
nnuiy  members  of  the  family  and  indeed,  there  is 
e\-idence  of  the  tiaitli  of  the  belief,  that  the  family 
aie  descendants  of  Martin  Luther,  the  father  of 
the  great  reform  movement  in  l^uro])e. 

Col.     Fbenezer     Allen,      our    subject's     grand- 
father, was  a    soldiei'    in     the     Re\olut  lonary    \\  i\v 
and  wa>  an  own  cousin  of  Fthan    .Mien,  that  Revo- 
lutionaiy  hero  who  won  the    vict(ny  of   Ticonder- 
oga.     On  the  very  day  that  the  death   of   the  old 
hero  occurred,  he  was  at  Mr.  Luther's  grandfather's 
house  and  purchased  a  load  of   hay.      A\'liile    driv- 
ing home  in  the  gloaming,  he  was  suddenly  strick- 
en down,  a  victim  of  apo[)lexy.     Our   subject    has 
been    three   times   married.     His    first    wife    li\ed 
only  three  months  and  ten    days   after   their    mar- 
riage.    Two   membei's   i>f   his  family,  his  wife   and 
Ills  fathi'r.  were  taken  in    two   consecutive   mouths 
of  ISll.botli  victims  of  malaria,   that    di'ead    dis- 
ease  of    early    settlers.     His   wife   expiied    in    thi' 
month   of  Septeml)er  and   his    father   in    Octolier. 
,Mr.  Lntlier  came  to  his  [U'esent  farm  in    11S42.  pur- 
chasing   one    hundred    and    twenty    acres    of    his 
brother,  and   trading  his   interest  therefor    in    the 
liomestead  in  Lenawee  County.   Theyear>>incc  that 
time  have  been  tilled  with  a  constant  impro\-i'meiit 
and  culture  of  liis  place,  and  it  is  now  one   of  the 
prettiest  plots  in  the  township,  having  a  good  cla.ss 
of  liuildings  and  the  acres  spreading  on  either  side 
I    lieing  as  well  tilled  and  fruitful  as  they  are  fertile. 
Four     children     were     Ixirn      of     .Mi'.     Luther's 
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second  marriage.  Only  one  of  these  is  liv- 
ing, now  residing  on  a  farm  in  .Jackson  County, 
Mich.;  he  has  two  children,  a  boy  and  a 
girl.  One  grandchild,  a  sou  of  .Tane,  whose 
name  is  J.  I.  Shaw,  snrvives,  and  is  at  the 
present  time  a  boy  of  ten  j^ears  of  age.  By  the 
third  marriage  there  were  no  children.  The  land 
of  which  our  subject  is  proprietor,  is  worth  at  least 
$80  per  acre,  being  under  the  best  of  cultivation 
and  having  good  improvements.  Politically,  our 
subject  has  always  been  a  Democrat.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  is  an  Alliance  man,  believing  that  if  there 
is  any  advantage  to  he  gained  for  the  class  of 
which  he  is  one  and  a  representative,  that  his 
brother  agriculturists  must  unite  and  voice  their 
desires  through  one  of  thek  own  representatives. 
He  has  never  had  any  ambition  to  fill  public 
office  and  has  always  refused  to  serve  in  an  v  such 
capacity. 

DERRY  HENDERSON.  Age  has  its  prerog- 
/  atives.  No  matter  what  the  conditions  of 
f  life  or  the  social  standing,  there  are  some 
I  \  things  before  which  youth  inslantlj-  and 
involuntarily  uncovers  in  the  presence  of  the 
silent  appeal  which  gray  hair  and  stooping  should- 
ers present.  One  of  its  prerogatives  should  be 
rest  from  the  labors  for  there  are  surely  .young- 
men  and  women  enough  to  take  the  burden  from 
Ihe  shoulders  that  have  so  long  borne  them.  He 
of  whom  we  write  has  shifted  the  burden,  and  is 
now  living  in  retirement  from  the  active  duties 
incident  to  business  life,  having  formerly  been  a 
merchant  and  miller  in  the  citj'  of  Mason,  Ingham 
County.  Beginning  at  an  early  age  the  serious 
business  of  caring  for  himself,  he  continued  through 
life  to  be  prudent  and  industrious  and  in  his  old 
age  is  able  to  retire  with  a  comfortable  competency 
that  insures  him  immunity  from  want  or  care. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tully, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1815.  He 
is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Rachael  (Miller)  Hen- 
derson; the  father  was  a  Scotchman  by  Ijirth,  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day.  The  mother 


who  was  born  in  America,  was  of  German  descent. 
Our  subject  was  bereft  of  both  parents  when  but  a 
mere  child,  his  mother's  decease  occurring  when 
he  was  but  seven  years  of  age,  and  the  father  pass- 
ing away  when  he  was  only  eight.  His  dldesl 
brother,  Peter,  was  tlie  first  white  child  born  in  tlie 
town  of  Tullj',  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  were  six  boys  and  three  girls, 
and  on  his  parents'  decease  he  was  taken  into  his 
brother  Peter's  family  and  cared  for  by  him. 

I'erry  Henderson  spent  his  bo.yhood  days  on  a 
farm  which  his  brother  Peter  operated,  until  lie 
was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  received  but  a 
common-school  education,  but  by  close  ap])lication, 
he  was  enal)led  to  become  a  teacher  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.  He  taught  for  several  winters,  spending 
the  summer  months  in  farming.  He  then  worked 
by  the  month  for  one  year.  The  following  year 
he  operated  a  farm  which  he  had  hired  and  then 
purchased  a  small  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  enabled  so  to  do,  ])roves  that 
he  had  been  economical,  hoarding  his  earnings 
imtil  they  aggregated  quite  a  sum.  He  continued 
to  own  the  farm  referred  to,  until  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1845.  He  was  married  February,  1838 
to  Mi.ss  Huldali  Christian,  a  daughter  of  .John  and 
Huldah  (Heath)  Christian.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Those  who  died  left  no  families.  The  living 
children  are  Heniy  P.,  Wade  J.  and  a  daughter, 
whose  name  is  Catherine  E.  Henry  P.  was  born 
in  Tully  Town.ship,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y , 
February,  1843.  After  coming  to  Mason  with  his 
parents,  he  studied  law  and  here  married.  He  was 
apijointed  by  President  Cleveland,  Territorial 
.Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Utah  and  served  for  a 
period  of  four  years.  His  home  is  now  in  Ogden, 
Utah,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  is  married  but  has  no  children. 
Wade  J.  was  born  in  Vevay  Township,  Ingham 
County,  1853.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  trade  in  Portland,  Mich.  His  partner  in 
life  is  deceased  and  their  only  son,  Richard  R. 
Henderson,  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  He 
served  as  a  page  duiiiig  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature,     He  is  but  fifteen  years  of 
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;iiie.  and  earned  V'2f>i).  ()\ir  subject's  (inlv  livinu 
dausiliter.  Catliai'ine  E.  Henderson,  was  liorn  in 
If'ioii.  She  has  always  snffeied  the  disail\antai;e 
of  havinu'  |io(.>i-  health.  She  makes  her  home  with 
her  father. 

.Mr.  llenderstin  e.'ime  to  .Mii-hiuan  in  IKl.').  loeat- 
iiiii'  in  Lerov  Township.  Inuh.'im  (d\inty.  wheiv  he 
inirehased  a  farm,  livint;'  npon  it  lor  a  ]>eriod  of 
nine  yeai's.  At  the  expiration  of  tlnU  tinu'  lie 
w;is  elected  Sheriff,  and  it  lieinii'  necessary  that  lie 
should  have  a  more  central  residence  he  removecl 
to  Mason,  and  was  elected  Superintendent  of  tlu' 
County  Pool,  servinji-  in  tliis  capacity  two  terms  of 
two  years  each.  He  had  previously  been  Super- 
visor of  Leroy  Township  for  tix'c  years,  and  after 
comina  to  Mason,  was  elected  .Snpervi.sor  of  ^'evay 
Township  four  times.  This  was  pivvioiis  to  its 
separation  from  the  city  lu'oper. 

Politically  our  sid)ject  is  a  Democrat  of  the 
.leffersonian  stamp  and  type.  He  was  Mayor  of 
tiie  city  for  one  term  and  has  served  as  Alderman 
from  the  first  ward  a  iiuniher  of  times.  In  his 
reliij'ious  connection  lie  is  .a  memlier  of  the  Baptist 
Clinrch  as  is  al.so  his  wife,  and  he  performs  the 
otlice  of  Deacon  in  that  body.  Our  subject  was 
the  ori<;inator  and  npbuilder  of  the  Plnvnix  Flonr- 
iiiLi-  Mills,  erectini;-  the  liuildiiiii'  .and  starting  it  t:<.) 
rnnnin;;  in  the  f.all  of  Is.'i.s.  He  was  connected 
with  the  mill  some  ten  year,-,  at  tlu'  same  time 
liaviim  a  partnership  in  the  hardware  business  and 
giving  it  a  general  oversight  from  the  year.s  IHtiM 
to  lHf<.').  He  has  handled  agricultural  implements 
to  .some  extent,  and  has  also  auctioneered.  He 
feels  that  at  his  age  he  does  not  care  to  again 
enter  business  and  indeed,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
his  doinii  so. 


ILISHA  R.  SMKDLKY.     That  persistent  in- 
y^       dustry    and   good    judgment    almost    inva- 

riably  win  success  is  a  fact  whose  truth    has 

never  been  disputed,  and  upon  the  ])ossessor  of 
these  traits  of  character  fortune  usually  showers 
her  blessings.  Lansing  Townshi]).  Ingham  Countv. 
is  noted  for  the  many    beautiful    farms  which  lie 


within  her  boundaries,  and  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted that  no  portion  of  the  State  has  been  iin- 
pro\ed  to  a  greater  extent  th.aii  the  vicinity  of  the 
ca|iital  cit\-.  Business  and  pleasure  often  call  the 
tra\-eler  to  \arious  portions  of  tlie  township,  and 
as  he  jiasses  along  the  Pine  Lake  IJ<pad.  he  inva- 
riably pauses  with  admii'ing  gaze  at  the  home- 
stead of  Mr.  Smedley.  which  is  pleasantly  located 
one-half  mile  north-east  of  the  citv  limits  of  Lan- 
sing. 

It  is  only  through  long  continued  t'ffort  that 
Mr.  Smedley  has  attained  to  his  jnesent  |)osition, 
where  he  can  reflect  npon  the  past  with  satisfac- 
tion and  look  forward  to  a  future  spent  In  the  en- 
joyment of  a  comfortable  comjietencv.  His  fine 
farm  on  si'ction  2. comprises  one  liiindied  acres,  and 
is  embellished  with  a  snlistantial  set  of  buildings, 
the  most  noticeable  among  them  lieing  the  commo- 
dious residence  wherein  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
dispense  a  generous  hospitality.  The  barns  are 
conveniently  arranged  .and  adajited  to  the  storage 
of  grain  and  sheltei'  of  slock,  while  the  fertile  .soil 
yields  to  the  careful  husbandman  a  iKHintifnl  har- 
vest of  golden  grain. 

The  owner  of  this  line  ijroperty  is  the  .son  of 
Solomon  (i.  !ind  Polly  (\\' right)  .Smedley,  natives 
of  the  .State  of  A'ermont.  who  removed  to  Tioo-.a 
County.  N.  ^■..  ill  1!S22.  and  from  there  to  Onon- 
daga Comity,  the  .same  State.  In  that  c(nint\- 
Klish.-i  li..  of  this  sketch,  was  born  .l.-uinaiN'  2;i. 
1«27,  and  there  his  early  years  were  nneventlnlh 
passed.  His  father  followed  the  tiade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  was  .also  a  f.armcr.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  IHl  2.  and  serveil  on  Lake  ('lianii)laiii 
as  a  .Minute  .Man.  \u  honorable  man,  whose  ever\- 
action  was  characterized  by  integrity,  by  dint  of 
his  industry  he  raised  himself  from  a  humble  rank 
to  a  position  of  iuHuence  in  the  commnnit\  where 
he  so  long  resided.  His  death  occuired  in  l.ssi). 
at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  The  paternal  tirand- 
father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Smedley.  was  also  a 
n.-itive  of   N'eiinont. 

Ipim  arriving  at  ni.an's  estate,  our  subject  coni- 
meiu'ed  in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  and  pnr- 
s\ied  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  encaoed  in  a 
peaceful  contlict  with  the  uiiimpro\'ed  and  weed- 
producing  .soil.     For  many  years  he  worked  alone. 
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but  finally  concluded  that  lie  could  accomplish 
more  with  the  aid  of  an  efficient  helpmate,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  wooed  and  won  as  his  wife  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Russell,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Russell,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Tlie  bride  was 
horn  in  that  county,  August  31,  1842,  and  was 
carefully  trained  by  her  parents  for  the  duties 
which  afterward  came  to  her.  The  ceremony- 
which  united  her  with  our  subject  was  solemnized 
September  9,  1869,  and  of  the  happy  union  three 
children  have  been  born.  Frank  L.,  who  was  born 
October  22,  1874,  is  now  attending  the  Interlake 
Commercial  College  of  Lansing,  and  preparing 
himself  for  a  commercial  life;  Orrin  E.  and  War- 
ren L.,  twins,  were  Itorn  .Januarj'  14,  1879.  War- 
ren died  in  infancy,  and  Orrin  still  remains  vmder 
tiie  parental  roof. 

In  1866  Mr.  Smedley  came  to  Michigan,  pro- 
ceeding directly  to  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  now 
located,  and  which  he  had  purchased  one  year  pre- 
vious to  his  permanent  location  here.  It  was  at 
that  time  timber  land,  and  all  the  improvements 
upon  it  stand  as  monuments  to  his  industry  and 
energy.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  his  fellow-citizens  in  various  positions  of 
responsibility,  lie  is  an  attendant  of  the  Metho- 
dist Ejiiscopal  Church,  to  which   his  wife    belongs. 


,URTIS  E.  HAUailAWOUT.     The  business 
I  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  are  a  class 

^^'  of  whom  the  city  may  well  feel  proud,  as 
they  have  added  greatly,  not  only  to  her  financial 
strength,  but  also  to  her  reputation  among  the  cities 
of  Michigan.  Their  jirobity  and  enterprise,  their 
intelligence  and  united  efforts  for  the  upbuilding 
of  business  interests  in  the  capital  city  have  been  a 
power  which  cannot  be  lightly  estimated. 

Our  subject,  who  has  one  of  the  finest  stores  in 
the  city  and  is  a  man  of  genuine  and  widespread 
popularity,  is  in  the  retail  grocery  trade.  He  was 
liorn  in  Brimfleld,  Portage  County,  C)hio.  .lannary 
7,  1856  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  Haughawout  who 
was  a  farmer  and   an   early   settler   in    Brimfield. 


The  grandfather,  Peter,  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by 
birth  but  died  in  Brimfield.  The  father  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1871  and  located  at  North 
Lansing  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  still 
owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  corpora- 
tion. The  mother,  who  was  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  Boosingei',  was  born  in  Brimfield,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  North  Lansing  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  our  subject  was  her  only  child  by 
this  union.  By  her  first  marriage  she  has  one  son, 
E.  D.  Sawyer,  who  enlisted  in  1861,  in  the  Forty-sec- 
ond Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  coming  out  of  the  army  with  the  rank  of  a  Ser- 
geant. He  now  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  that  city,  being  the  ex-Sheriff  of 
the  countv. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  brought  up  as  farmer 
boys  are  upon  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
school.  He  attended  the  North  Lansing  School 
and  later  the  High  School  and  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years  took  a  course  in  Bartlett's  Business  Col- 
lege. He  then  obtained  a  situation  as  bookkeeper 
for  B.  E.  Hart,  a  miller  at  North  Lansing,  and  re- 
mained with  him  for  some  time,  finally  taking 
charge  of  the  business  whenever  Mr.  Hart  was  away. 
After  being  manager  of  this  concern  for  some  five 
years,  he  started  into  business  for  himself.  He  had 
meanwhile  engaged  in  buying  wlieat  on  the  street 
at  North  Lansing  for  Hart  Bros. 

In  1883  our  subject  started  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, becoming  a  partner  with  his  father  under  the 
firm  name  of  Haughawout  &  Son.  They  established 
themselves  first  in  North  Lansing  on  Turner  Street 
and  afterward  on  Franklin  Street.  Three  years 
later  thej'  started  a  branch  store  on  Washington 
Avenue  in  Lansing,  which  was  esijecially  luider  the 
charge  of  the  son,  while  he  still  continued  as  part- 
ner in  the  original  store.  After  an  experimental 
six  months,  the  j'oung  man  sold  out  his  interest  in 
the  old  store  to  his  father  and  devoted  himself  en- 
tirely to  his  new  store,  enlarging  it  and  improving 
it  and  soon  being  able  to  buy  out  his  father's  in- 
terest in  the  Lansing  enterprise.  Two  years  later 
he  sold  out  the  entire  business  and  then  began  in  a 
drugstore,  in  the  Smith  Block  on  Washington  Ave- 
nue,    Six  months  later  he  removed  his  stock  to  his 
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l)ie.-:eiit  stand  and  Mflded  a  line  of  g-roperie.-.  Tie 
found  this  to  lu'  tlio  nmrc  profitable  venture,  and 
dis|iosiiiii  ofl\is  di'iiii'  liusiness  lias  since  then  en- 
larged and  inijiroved  his  grocery  store,  until  he  has 
one  of  the  hest  cstaMisliments  in  the  eity. 

Ida  KIder  was  the  name  liy  whieh  Mrs.  Ilauyha- 
wout.  was  known  in  her  maiden  days.  She  was 
married  in  1H7'.I  and  is  a  daughter  of  Caj^t.  Mathew 
Klilei'.  an  architect  by  ])rofession,  who  died  fiom 
the  effect  of  a*wound  which  he  received  at  (iettys- 
hing.  His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1K8I.  Mr. 
ll.iughawont  has  served  one  teini  a>  Alderman  of 
the  First  Ward  and  has  also  (teen  Supervisor  for 
fine  year.  lie  is  |)roniineutly  identified  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  .■ind  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Although  he  does  not  devote  mucii  time 
to  politics  he  gladly  serves  his  party  upon  the  Ward 
Committed',  aud  he  has  an  unfailing  coufideuce  in 
the  futui-e  pidsperity  of  the  Democratic  partw 
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p^7/REI)Fi;i('K  .1.  LKF.  ( )n  the  opposite  page 
a|ipeai'--  a  porliait  of  ^li'.  Lee,  who  is  a 
luomment  capitalist  located  in  Howell. 
Jlicli.  He  is  a  wortliy  representative  of  a  distin- 
guished family  in  which  warriors,  educators  aud 
men  who  have  been  potent  in  commercial  life  have 
been  cons|iieuous.  [Mr.  Lee  is  a  native  of  Green- 
vill.  (ircen  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  l)oin  ^lay  18. 
1821.  He  is  the  sou  of  Guv  C.  and  .Sally  (Beue- 
dict)  Lee.  natives  of  Castleton.  \'t.  aud  Danburv. 
Conn.  The  former  w.as  a  farmer  aud  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  18;3(!  at  which  time  he  purchased  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  laud  in  ^Marion  Township,  tliis  county, 
located  on  sections  7  and  8. 

For  twelve  years  (iuy  C.  Lee  resided  upon  the 
farm  that  he  iiurchased  on  first  making  his  advent 
in  this  .State  and  then  traded  it  for  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  lying  within  the  village  liuiit.s  of 
Howell.  r|)on  this  place  he  built  a  home  .-uid 
lived  until  his  decease,  which  took  place  in  18.")1 
His  wife  died  in  1873.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  George  AV., 
Hem  y  H.,  Laurella,  Clara  aud  Frederick  . I.  Only 
two  of  these  are  now  living,  they  being  our  subject. 


of  whom  we  shall  attempt  to  give  a  eorrect  though 
coTicise  biographical  sketch,  and  Henry  1!..  a  wealthy 
gentleman  who  lives  in  Ypsilanti. 

Our  subject  in  his  lioyhood  was  surrounded  with 
the  best  of  influences.  His  father,  who  was  con- 
sidered oue  of  the  very  wealthy  men  of  the  county, 
wdiile  not  a  church  member  was  a  strictly  moral 
man.  Profanity  was  unknown  to  his  lijis.  neither 
did  he  use  tobacc(j  or  stimulants  of  au\'  kind.  He 
was  a  radical  temperance  man  and  observed  the 
.Sabbath  day  very  strictly.  His  father  and  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather  was  Col.  Xoah  Lee.  his  wife  lic- 
ing  Dorcas  (Bird)  Lee.  They  were  both  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  former  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  aud  served  as  Colonel  in  the  L'evo- 
lutiouary  War.  He  also  served  duriug  the  French 
and  Indian  War.  having  first  enlisted  when  fifteen 
years  of  age.  but  was  afterward  rejected  on  account 
of  his  youth.  Oue  of  the  staff  of  otlicers  standing 
by  when  he  went  to  enlist  said,  "enlist  him  and  I 
will  take  him  as  a  waiter."  Tliirs  he  was  accejited 
and  sworn  in  as  a  soldier,  this  lieiug  in  17()1. 

After  the  war  Col.  Xoah  Lee  with  Amos  Bird 
was  the  first  white  man  that  ever  stopped  over 
night  in  Castleton  Township,  Rutland  Couutv,  \'t. 
They  secured  a  large  amoiuit  of  laud  aud  liecame 
settlers  of  prominence.  The  gentleman  was  asso- 
ciated with  some  of  the  Colonial  heroes  and  the 
following  is  a  letter  written  by  Kthau  Allen  t()  Col. 
Lee: 
"From  F>thau  Allen. 

TiroxDKKOOA,  Jlay  2.'i.  177."). 
C.u'i.  No  \ii   Lkk, 

SKi;KM;oi;or(;il. 
Sir: — This  moment  1  have  received  yoiu's  of  the 
■2M.  True,  I  am  much  encumbered  in  business, 
nevertheless  I  am  apprised  that  Skeenborongh  is 
an  important  post  which  must  lie  occupied  bv  the 
army  for  liberty.  1  am  satisfied  that  you  Lave 
conducted  w(H-thilj-  in  that  station  and  am  con- 
tented you  should  command  that  post,  except  you 
take  some  adequate  command  with  me  in  the  front 
part  of  the  army.  I  expect  shortly  the  Ccnitineutal 
Congress  will  ap|)oint  a  commander  for  this  depart- 
ment, so  that  you  need  not  hold  \'our  preferment 
under  either  the  corps  of  (;.  M.  lioysor  Col.  Arnold. 
Undoulitedly  we  shall  all  be  rewarded  accordinu-  to 
our  merits  in  this  or  the  coming  world 
From  your  friend. 

IvrilAN  Al.l.KN." 
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Col.  Noah  Lee  enlisted  the  Green  Mountain 
lioys  on  his  own  nt'count  and  was  an  active  leader 
in  tiie  canii)ai<>ii,  suiiplyin"  the  needs  of  the  soldiers 
from  liis  own  private  resources.  lie  was  married 
in  1772  and  died  :\ray  .5,  1840,  at  Castleton,  Vt. 
His  wife  died  in  March,  18.30.  Their  family  com- 
prised eight  children.  The  first  of  this  branch  of 
the  Lee  family  to  come  to  this  country  was  .John 
Lee,  who  was  horn  in  Essex  County,  Entrland,  in 
l()2(t.  He  crossed  the  ocean  in  1()34  and  settled 
at  Hartford,  Conn.  Our  subject  belongs  to  the 
fifth  generation  who  have  lived  in  this  country. 

Frederick  J.  Lee.  om-  subject,  received  his  edu- 
cation at  Castleton  and  attended  the  academy  in 
Canastota,  Madison  County.  X.  Y.,  and  after  com- 
ing West  with  his  parents  he  attended  tiie  Ann 
Arbor  academy  and  tiien  returned  to  Castleton,  Vt., 
where  he  entered  the  Castleton  Seminary.  After 
finishing  his  education  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  the  township 
of  Unadilla,  Livingston  County.  (iov.  AVinans 
was  one  of  his  ]iu))ils  at  thi.--  time  and  our  subject 
assures  us  that  the  (Jovernor  was  one  of  the  bright- 
est boys  in  school.  The  winter  of  1844  our  subject 
spent  as  a  clerk  in  the  houM'  of  F.  Denison.  in  Ann 
Arbor. 

On  returning  to  Howell  our  Mibject  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  Inisiness  with  liis  brother,  George 
\y.  Lee,  under  the  fii-m  name  of  Jjce  ite  Bro.  They 
remained  togetiier  for  six  years  at  which  time 
George  W.  bought  out  the  interest  of  oui-  subject 
who  took  as  his  partnei-  Mr.  Lemuel  Spooner,  en- 
gaging in  business  with  him  for  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  sold  out  their  business 
and  our  subject  entered  the  real-estate  l)usiness. 
being  one  of  the  finst  to  launch  out  in  tliis  direction. 

The  Livingston  Eepublicaii,  which  first  appeared 
in  185."?  and  was  the  first  Republican  paper  of  this 
county,  was  largely  indebted  to  the  personal  energy 
of  Mr.  I^ee  for  its  inception.  In  18(58  our  su))ject 
was  Revenue  Collector  of  this  district,  which  com- 
prises six  counties — Livingston.  Oakland.  J^apeer, 
Macomb,  St.  Clair  and  Sanilac.  After  serving  fc>r 
two  years  he  resigned  hisotlice.  He  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  and  School  BoarcLand  diu-ing 
the  war  was  most  of  the  time  Deputy  United  States 
Marshal  and  also  ilarshal  of  the  village  for  one  year. 


Mr.  Lee  has  added  several  additions  to  the  town 
of  Howell.  In  1887  he  with  L.  S.  Montague  platted 
an  additicin,  and  with  Mr.  ]McFhersons,  of  this 
town,  i)latted  an  addition  to  the  city  of  HufTalo, 
>«'.  Y.  The  addition  comprised  thirteen  acres. 
This  was  in  1H«1.  Mr.  Lee  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  tlie  Northern  part  of  this  State 
and  also  was  quite  a  large  property  owner  in  Mi.s- 
sissip|)i.  His  residence  on  AValnut  Street  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  town,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  j)leasant  homes.  He  also 
has  a  number  of  other  houses  in  the  village  which 
he  rents,  besides  business  jtroperty. 

In  1H47  Mr.  Lee  was  united  in  marriage  with 
.Miss  .Martha  Alcott,  of  Rockingham,  Vt.,  the 
daughter  of  Klias  Alcott.  Only  one  child  was  the 
fruit  of  this  marriage,  a  daughter  named  Rosa  K., 
now  Mrs.  K.  (i.  !McFherson.  .She  is  the  another  of 
four  children  whose  names  are  George,  .lohn,  \\il- 
liam  and  Belle.  !Mrs.  ^Martha  Lee  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 187;').  By  a  .second  marriage  our  subject  was 
luiited  with  Miss  Harriet  Nortcm,  of  Detroit,  who 
pre.sented  her  husband  with  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Ilattie.  Mrs.  Harriet  Lee  died  .September  -22.  188f;. 
I)\'  a  third  marri.age  our  subject  became  the  hus- 
band of  .Aliss  Alice  A.  Lee,  of  I'oultney,  Vt.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  (ieorge  L.  and  Eliza  ((Graham ) 
Lee.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  Republican  and  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  county. 


t/REI)  1).  WOODWORTH,  M.  I).  We  are 
)\  pleased  to  give  in  our  list  of  the  liest  citi- 
zens of  Ingham  County,  the  i)rofessional 
men  who  have  made  their  mark  therein,  and  we 
take  special  ))leasine  in  jiresenting  the  name  of  Dr. 
Woodworth,  of  Onondaga,  who  was  born  in  Black- 
man  Township,  .Iack.son  County,  Mich.,  December 
i(,  1846.  This  gentleman,  wlio  h.as  made  ffir  him- 
•self  a  name  and  place  in  the  iirofession.  is  a  son 
of  George  AV.  .and  Elizabeth  (.Mcintosh)  Wood- 
worth,  both  uatixc^of  the   Empire  Slate,  who  came 
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to  Michigan  the  1st  of  Septenilier,  1831.  The 
lineage  nnd  early  history  of  this  interesting  family 
is  wdi'tli  the  i)erusal  of  the  reader,  and  will  lie 
found  in  eonneetion  with  the  sketch  of  J.  1). 
Woodworth,  M.  D.,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Eight  children  of  tliis  family  grew  to  maturity, 
and  Fred  was  the  youngest  of  the  flock.  He  was 
reared  ui)on  the  old  homestead  in  Blackraan  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  and  availed  himself  tlior- 
oughly  of  a  ctmimou  school  education,  attending 
lligli  School  also  at  .lackson.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  until  1866,  and  for  three  years  prior  to 
that  date  he  had  been  studying  civil  engineering, 
but  he  filially  decided  to  abandon  the  (lursuit  of 
that  lirancii  of  e<lucation  .and  to  give  himself  thor- 
oughly to  preiiaration  for  the  medical  professsion. 
He  was,  no  doubt,  largely  influenced  in  this  deci- 
sion by  the  fact  that  he  woidd  be  able  to  study 
under  the  superintendence  of  his  brother.  Dr.  .1.  D. 
Woodworth,  of  Leslie. 

After  reading  for  some  time  with  his  lirother  he 
entered  the  medical  dejiartment  of  the  I'niversity 
of  ^Michigan,  and  after  a  two  years'  course  there 
became  a  student  of  the  Detroit  Sledical  College, 
where  he  took  his  diploma  in  the  spring  of  186U. 
The  ytiung  Doctor  then  began  iiis  practice  at  Les- 
lie, and  after  a  year  and  a  half  located  in  1872,  in 
the  village  of  Onondaga,  where  he  has  built  up  an 
excellent  practice,  having  given  himself  entirely 
to  the  })ursuit  of  his  profession.  He  owns  a  small 
farm  in  the  vicinity  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
its  culture. 

The  Republican  platform  and  declarations  em- 
body the  political  views  which  are  held  by  Dr. 
Woodworth,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  that  party 
he  feels  a  deep  interest.  He  h.as  held  sundry  local 
ortices,  such  as  Township  Su])ervisor,  Township 
Clerk,  .School  Inspector,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
County  C'ommittee.  He  has  attained  to  the  third 
degree  in  the  order  of  Free  and  Accepted  ^Masons 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen. 

Dr.  Woodworth  was  liaiipily  married  to  Miss 
Louise  C.  Baldwin,  October  9,  187;{.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Livonia,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
March  2,1835,  and  previous   to   her  marriage  had 


been  a  resident  of  Onondaga.  Her  parents  were 
Thomas  K.  and  Dorcas  (Greene)  Baldwin,  are  na- 
tives of  Vermont.  No  children  have  brightened 
the  home  of  Dr.  and  JMrs.  Woodworth,  but  their 
kindly  nature  leads  them  to  make  life  |)leasant  for 
others,  and  their  influence  in  the  community  is  al- 
wa>'s  for  good. 


•^^^^1®' 


Kh, 


^*)  OSEPII  W.  BAILEY.  One  of  the  pleasant- 
est  homes  in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  is 
the  one  which  is  jointly  presided  over  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey,  whose  intelligence  .and 
.affability  create  about  them  a  delightful  atmosi)liere 
of  iKjsiiitality  and  genuine  enjoyment.  In  their 
society  their  friends  find  a  pleasant  respite  from 
the  cares  .and  fatigues  of  business  and  home  duties, 
.as  well  .as  an  intellectual  stimulus  in  the  best  di- 
rection. 

Our  subject,  who  is  cariying  on  business  in  the 
line  of  real  estate  and  insurance  in  connection 
with  his  partner,  ^Ir.  Ivlockseim,  was  formerly  an 
editor  in  Portland,  Ionia  County.  He  was  born 
in  B.attle  Creek,  on  the  lltli  of  April,  1847,  his 
honored  father  being  .James  Bailey,  a  Yorkshire- 
man,  who  was  a  fancy  silkweaver  and  also  a  music 
te.acher.  His  weaving  w.as  of  a  sujierioi'  kind  and 
one  of  his  specialties  was  the  manuf.acture  of  hand- 
some vest  jiatterns.  which  were  at  that  time  ex- 
ceedingly i)opular.  He  came  to  Battle  Creek  in 
1842,  and  eng.aged  in  work,  both  at  his  trade  and 
as  a  teacher,  but  later  .acquired  a  farm  in  Eiigle 
Township,  Eaton  County,  which  he  carried  on 
farming  during  tlie  summers,  and  siient  the  win- 
ters in  teaching. 

In  1856  he  sold  his  [iroiierty  in  Eaton  County 
and  removed  to  Portland  Township,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  took  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres,  and  remained  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  His  father, 
Richard  B.ailey,  had  come  with  liim  to  Lmia County 
where  he  si)ent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  lie  was 
a  miner  in  England.  Soviiia  I'itrlifortli,  the  mollier 
of  our  subject,  wh<j  was  also  of  Yorkshire  birth, 
came  hither  witii  him  and   died  in  1880.     (Ji   her 
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nine  children  our  subject  was  the  next  to  the 
j'oungest  and  was  brought  up  upon  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  nine  years,  after  which  he  attended  the 
Portland  schools. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  our  subject  began  busi- 
ness life  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  establishment, 
but  after  one  _year  he  decided  to  enter  the  news- 
paper business  in  connection  with  the  Portland 
Advertiser,  which  had  already  been  inaugurated, 
but  which  was  at  that  time  printed  in  Grand 
Rapids.  After  nine  mouths'  experience  the  young 
man  bought  out  his  partner  in  this  paper  and  con- 
tinued it  alone, and  soon  enlaiged  it  and  continued 
it  under  the  name  of  the  Portland  Observer.  It 
became  a  six-column  quarto,  and  besides  pulilisli- 
ing  the  pa])er  the  office  became  well  known  as  an 
efficient  job  office,  where  excellent  work  could  be 
had  upon  prompt  time.  He  gradually-  worked  into 
the  real-estate  business,  and  in  18H2  sold  out  his 
paper  and  devoted  his  time  entirely  to  this  new 
line  of  work.  He  built  the  Observer  Block  and 
continued  there  until  1K88,  and  finally  bought  out 
Mr.  S.  M.  Miller,  of  the  firm  of  Miller  it  Klock- 
seim,  wliich  now  became  Klockseiin  <fe  Bailey.  While 
living  in  Portland  he  platted  eighteen  acres,  which 
is  known  as  '"Bailey's  Addition  to  Portland."  He 
still  owns  Portland  property  and  is  also  one  of 
the  largest  real-estate  dealers  in  this  city.  Besides 
this  specialty  the  firm  is  largely  interested  in  in- 
surance and  represents  some  fifteen  companies. 

The  marriage  oi  our  subject,  which  took  ])lace 
August  20,  1872,  and  which  was  solemnized  in 
Eagle  Township,  brought  to  his  home  an  amiable 
and  faithful  helpmate,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Dana 
Jenison,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  William  F.  ,Teni- 
son.  This  lady  was  born  at  Eagle.  Clinton  County, 
M-here  her  family  were  early  .settlers,  and  she  re- 
ceived her  education  at  Ypsilanti  and  taught  in 
the  Lansing  schools  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  Jeni- 
son is  a  prominent  and  wealthy  farmer  in  Clinton 
County  and  for  some  time  acted  as  its  Sheriff.  kSix 
children  have  blessed  the  home  of  :Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baile_v,  namely:  l\I;iry.  Willie.  Lena.  Sti'll;i.  Kva 
and  Bessie. 

The  fifteen  years  during  which  ]Mr.  Bailey  was 
engaged    iii   newspaper    work    in    Portland    were 


years  of  prosperity  and  lu'ogress  in  that  little 
town,  and  his  work  no  doubt  contributed  largly 
to  promote  many  of  the  movements  for  im- 
provement which  were  lieing  forwarded  at  that 
time.  That  he  was  apiireciated  in  this  way  was 
evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was  made  President 
of  the  village  for  two  years,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  his  lemoval  from  Portland  and  for  several  years 
previous  A'illage  Assessor.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  decided  Kepul)licaii,  and  during  the  days 
when  lie  had  the  ear  of  the  peojile  through  his 
paper  his  "trumpet  sent  forth  no  uncertain  sound." 
He  is  identified  with  the  Free  and  .\ccepted  Ma- 
sons at  Portland,  and  is  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versalist  Churcli.  As  a  citizen  of  thorough  integ- 
rity, enterprise  nnd  inlclligence,  he  is  liighly  prized 
in   lyansing. 


/ 


.{.—-—.J.^;^;.}. 


OL.  JOHN  (;.  SNOOK.  The  honoral)le  title 
that  prefixes  <Hir  subject's  name  is  an  iiisig- 
''  nia  of  tlie  loyalt\'  with  wiiich  he  has  served 
his  time  and  nation.  ()ver  a  century  .ago,  it  would 
have  been  thought  degrading  to  have  taken  u|) 
arms  for  what  many  [leople  even  to-d.ay,  consider 
an  inferior  race,  but  the  essence  of  truth  and  prin- 
ciple was  lacking  in  our  nation  as  long  as  there 
was  a  freedom  restricted  to  certain  classes,  and 
those  who  were  consistent  and  loyal  to  the  Consti- 
tution to  which  the  wisest  men  of  our  nation  gave 
their  approbation  and  countenance,  could  only  lie 
maintained  by  concessions  f)n  one  side  or  a  forced 
fight  for  local  rights. 

He  cif  wjiom  we  write  now  resides  in  Ma.~on.  Ing- 
ham County,  Mich.,  where  he  lias  a  jileasant  and 
attractive  home.  He  was  born  June  3,  184y,  at 
Waterloo,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of 
Casper  and  Caroline  (Groff)  Snook,  natives  of 
Sussex  County,  and  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. 
respectively.  His  I'athei'.  who  was  a  farmer,  moved 
from  ^lichigaii  when  our  subject  was  .-ibout  three 
years  old  and  located  in  Argentine  Township. 
Genesee  County.  Here  our  subject  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  on  a  farm  learning  the  duties  incident 
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to  tlie  life  of  a  farmer  lad,  and  engaged  in  layino: 
during  the  winter  months,  tlio  rduiulntioii  for  a 
good  common-school  education. 

When  only  a  lad,  Mr.  Snook  enlisted  in  tiie  War 
of  the  Rebellion  joining  the  regiment  in  Se|)tem- 
bei-,  1862.  He  was  one  of  Company  D,  of  the  Sixtli 
Jlichigan  Cavalry,  and  first  served  as  a  private  in 
Gen.  Custer's  Michigan  Brigade,  of  Sheridan's 
division.  He  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  served 
in  thirty-seven  engagements,  lie  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Falling  Water,  .kily  14,  18()8,  altiiough 
prior  to  this  he  liad  a  horse  shot  under  him  at  Ce- 
dar Creel<  in  1«()4.  At  the  time  of  Sheriflan's 
famous  ride,  their  brigade  was  detailed  to  cover  the 
retreat.  He  was  in  the  hos]>ital  about  eight  months 
after  the  battle  of  Falling  Water,  having  been 
wounded  in  the  right  thigh,  a  ball  from  an  enemy's 
rifle  shattering  the  bone  without  breaking  it.  He 
was  at  the  time  of  his  wound,  serving  as  Corporal 
and  was  afterward  made  Sergeant.  At  the  dose  of 
the  war,  his  time  not  yet  having  expired,  he  was 
sent  W^est  under  Gen.  Custer,  to  have  an  oversight 
over  the  Indians.  This  occupied  about  six  months, 
during  which  our  subject  was  in  one  engagement 
at  Willow  Springs,  Dak.  His  time  expiring,  during 
the  Indian  comptiign  he  was  held  over  time  and  at 
tlie  expiration  of  the  outbreak  at  which  tiie  Indians 
were  subdued,  he  was  discharged. 

After  Mr.  Snook's  return  from  the  army  it  was 
necessary  that  he  learn  .some  business  by  whicii  he 
could  supi)ort  himself,  and  he  at  once  l)eiit  liis  en- 
ergies to  making  himself  familiar  with  the  harness- 
makers'  trade,  being  so  engaged  in  Linden,  Gen- 
esee County,  Mich.  He  worked  at  that  trade  for 
about  five  years,  and  in  the  meantime  was  married 
December  23,  1868,  to  ]Miss  Mary  Beach,  whose 
home  was  in  tiie  same  ])lace  at  which  he  was  occu- 
pied. Slie  is  a  daughter  of  Chilion  and  Elizabeth 
A.  (Sipiires)  Beach  and  was  lioiii  ^Nlay  .'^0.  l.s.")(i.  at 
Rochester.  X.  Y. 

The  iiriginal  of  our  sketch  transferred  his  atlen- 
tiuii  l<i  the  l)asincss  of  cari-iage  trimming  wliicli  lie 
followed  in  the  town  of  Linden  for  aliout  sixteen 
years  and  in  April,  1885,  he  removed  to  Mason, 
where  he  began  the  same  work,  and  is  yet  thus  en- 
gaged, being  successful  to  a  gratifying  degree  in 
bis  chosen  calling,  and  indeed,  it  could  scarcelv  be 


otherwise,  for  so  neatly  is  his  work  done,  and  so 
perfect  the  finish  that  it  could  not  fail  to  find  pat- 
ronage. (3ur  sul)jeet  has  three  children  wlio  have 
come  to  brighten  the  home  of  himself  and  wife. 
Carrie  E.  was  born  in  Linden,  this  State.  .Tune  19, 
1871.  She,  however,  united  her  fortunes  with  those 
of  a  young  farmer  in  ^■evay  Township,  hy  name. 
A.  M.  Young.  William  C.  who  was  born  .Januar^• 
3(1.  1873,  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School,  than 
which  theie  are  none  better  throughout  the  State. 
It  jirepares  its  graduates  for  the  Freslunan  class  in 
any  I'luversity  in  tlie  State.  He  has  also  taken  one 
year  in  Allnon  College,  and  is  ambitious  to  fit  him- 
self for  a  professorship  in  some  of  our  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning.  Casper  .J.,  the  tliird  child,  was 
born  at  Linden.  Feliruary  o,  1885. 

Casper  Snook,  our  subject's  father,  was  liorn 
March  17.  1817,  and  his  decease  occurred  Februarv 
13,  185^.  Our  suliject's  mother  was  liorn  October 
9,  1820.  and  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with 
him  of  whom  we  write.  Formerly  the  original  of  our 
sketch  attiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
since  1872  he  has  identified  himself  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  feeling  that  in  the  promulgation  of 
the  principles  not  only  of  temperance,  but  in  the 
prohibition  of  the  making  and  selling  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  is  the  safeguard  to  which  we  have  to 
look  to  the  future  jirosperity  of  our  land.  He  is  a 
Cajitain  of  Comiiany  F,  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
the  State  Militia.  In  his  church  relations  he  has 
been  identified  for  many  years  with  the  Methodi-st 
Episcopal  Churcli.  in  wliicji  he  's  lioth  Steward  and 
Class- Leader. 


I  ,h  )il  >i  >^  t     r  ^. 


^^^.O^MLa 


OHN  F.  ROUSE.  Our  subject  is  a  native 
of  the  city  that  ^lichigan  is  proud  to  claim 
<as  liei-  educational  center,  and  one  whose 
college  standing  in  many  departments  i-anks 
with  the  liest  universities  in  the  land.  .Mr.  Uouse 
now  jiolds  the  iiosilion  of  County  Clerk  in  tiie 
town  of  IMason,  Ingham  County,  and  in  this  cajiac- 
ity  finds  many  an  opportunity  to  make  liimself  of 
great  service  to  the  people  and  is  always  obliging, 
attentive  and  ready  to  do    what    he  can.     He  was 
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born  at  Ann  Arbor,  July  28,  1851,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  :ind  Catherine  (Leadley)  Rouse,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mr.  Rouse's  parents  were  both 
children  when  they  came  to  this  country  with  their 
parents.  His  father,  who  was  a  cooper,  followed  his 
trade  in  Ann  Arl)or  and  in  Chicago,  wliere  he  lived 
some  eleven  years. 

While  living'  in  the  metropolis  of  Illinois.  .lohn 
Rouse  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  in  the 
War  of  the  RelicUion.  and  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
of  the  Fifty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
1864.  He  served  about  eighteen  months,  and  al- 
though in  eleven  battles,  received  only  a  few 
slight  wounds.  The  mother  moved  to  Michigan 
soon  after  her  huslmnd's  enlistment  in  order  that 
she  might  be  among  her  own  people  in  his  absence. 
After  his  discharge,  our  subject's  father  came  to 
this  State,  and  located  in  Lansing  where  he  started 
a  coojjer  shop  of  his  own,  and  followed  his  trade 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occui-red  A])ril 
1.  1891,  in  the  city  of  Lansing. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  in  his  bo.yhotid  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  education,  enjoying  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  public  schools  of  the  city 
of  Chicago,  and  afterward  taking  an  additional 
course  in  the  Commercial  College  of  Lansing,  this 
State.  After  finishing  his  education  he  learned 
telegraphy  and  served  u\  the  capacity  of  operator 
for  about  ten  years  in  Lansing.  While  still  man- 
ager of  the  telegrai)h  oftice  he  was  elected  City 
Clerk,  and  was  re-elected  at  different  times  until 
he  served  seven  terms  in  all.  After  the  expiration 
of  his  term  on  his  last  election,  Mr.  Rouse  engaged 
in  the  coal  business,  running  a  general  retail  trade 
in  which  he  was  proprietor  of  several  local  of- 
fices. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  elected  County  Clerk 
of  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  1888,  and  he  served  in 
this  position  for  four  j'cars.  Ma}^  13,  1880,  he 
took  the  important  step  of  uniting  his  fate  for  bet- 
ter or  worse  with  that  of  Miss  Catherine  Sattler,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Barbara  (Hux)  Sattler. 
Mrs.  Rouse  was  born  at  Freedom,  Washtenaw 
County,  August  28,  1853.  Her  parents  were,  like 
her  husband's,  both  fnmi  Germany.  One  child  has 
come  to  their  home  to  brighten  the  domestic  life 
and  to   make  stronger   the   bond    that   binds  to- 


gether husband  and  wife.  She  was  born  May  23, 
1881,  and  her  name  is  Nellie  B.,  a  bright  attractive 
little  miss,  who  is  the  joy  of  her  fond  parents. 

While  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Rouse  met  with  an  acci- 
dent in  Jones  &  Chapin's  cooper  shop,  by  which 
he  lost  his  left  arm.  At  the  time  he  was  only 
eleven  years  old  and  the  .accident  was  deei)ly  de- 
plored by  himself  and  [lareiits.  He  is  the  eldest  in 
a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Albert  F.,  the  second  son  in  the  family, 
is  at  attorney-at-law  in  the  city  of  Lansing;  he 
also,  strange  to  s.ay,  by  an  accident  similar  to  that 
of  his  brother,  is  deprived  of  his  arm.  His  loss 
was  caused  by  the  running  away  of  a  team.  The 
other  children  are  Emma,  Catherine,  William  F., 
ISIary,  Edward  and  George.  Emma  is  now  the 
wife  of  C.  Adelbert  Cary,  who  is  a  clerk  in  Lan- 
sing; Catherine  married  Arnold  Brown,  who  was  a 
large  lumber  dealer  in  Lansing;  William  F.  also 
makes  his  home  in  Lansing,  where  he  conducts  a 
large  meat  market;  Mary  married  Frank  Nice,  who 
is  engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Michigan  Central 
road,  making  his  headquarters  and  home  at  Lans- 
ing; Edward,  who  is  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  (leorge, 
who  is  a  clerk  in  a  large  clothing  store,  both  reside 
in  Lansing. 


l>^^<m 


m 


^^®: 


OHN  D.  AVOODW(jRTll,  M.  U.  It  is  not 
merely  by  a  knowledge  of  drugs  and  nos- 
trums that  a  physician  gains  success.  In 
order  to  .attain  true  eminence  he  must  pos- 
sess the  spirit  of  patient  research  into  the  intricacies 
of  the  human  form  divine,  and  kindly  sympathies 
which  will  give  to  tho.'^e  who  have  called  him  in 
counsel  confidence  in  his  liunianity  as  well  as  his 
skill.  The  career  of  Dr.  Woodworth  of  Leslie 
Township,  Ingham  County,  one  of  the  leading 
practitioners,  has  been  creditable  in  the  extreme, 
both  professionally  and  personally.  A  man  of  fine 
attainments,  intellectually,  with  broad  and  liberal 
views,  he  has  fortified  his  mind  with  a  store  of 
useful  knowledge  iKith  special  and  general  through 
his  habits  of  thought  and  observation.  He  com- 
mands an  extensive  practice,  stands  high  in  social 
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and  I'maiiciiil  (.-ireles  jind  is  the  oeouiiant  of  a  pleas- 
ant  home  in  the  villaoe  of  Leslie. 

Auiunu-  tlie  blessings  which  kind  Piovidenee  lias 
bestowed  upon  Dr.  Woodworth  is  his  aniialile  and 
excellent  wife,  a  lady  uf  rare  qualities  of  mind  and 
eharaeter,  who  has  in  all  respects  been  his  assistant, 
taking  pride  in  his  success  and  in  sustaining  the 
reputation  and  standing  of  the  family.  The  native 
place  of  Dr.  Woodworth  was  Pembroke,  (ienesee 
County,  N.  V..  and  the  date  of  liis  birth  February 
28,  1826.  His  inuuediale  i)rogenit<jrs  were  (ieorge 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (Melntosli)  Woodworth,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y..and  the  latter  was  born  in  Kensselaer  County, 
the  same  State. 

The  i)aternal  grandparents  of  i.iur  subject  were 
Samuel  and  Sybil  (Danfortli)  Woodwortii.  natives 
of  New  Kngland,  who  settled  in  Western  New 
York  at  an  early  day.  Samuel  Wixidworth  served 
in  the  Uevolutionarv  Army  and  our  subject  now 
has  a  relic  which  was  made  by  him  while  in  the 
.service,  at  the  time  the  tiooiis  were  stationed  at 
Valley  Forge.  He  died  in  Western  New  York  and 
his  widow  came  to  Michigan  many  years  ago  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  lier  days  in  .Jackson  Countv. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  Dr.  Woodwortii 
were  Scotcli  people,  botli  of  whom  were  boin  in 
Edinburg.  The  grandfather  died  in  Western  New- 
York  and  the  grandmother  in  .lackson  County, 
Mich. 

(lieorge  and  F.lizalieth  Wt)(_}dwortli  were  reared 
and  married  in  Central  New  York  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1831 
They  had  been  living  m  (ienesee  County,  N.  Y., 
whence  iu  1830  Mr.  Woodworth  came  West  and 
took  up  a  tr.ict  of  land  which  now  forms  the  estate 
of  ].,aKue  H.  Woodworth.  a  lirother  of  our  subject. 
Tliis  land  is  situated  on  secti(jn  22,  lilackman 
Townsliip,  .lackson  County.  Ueturning  to  the 
East  he  lirought  his  faiiuly  to  this  liomestead.  wiiich 
continued  his  place  of  residence  from  that  time 
until  the  middle  of  F'ebruary,  lH(i2.  when  lie  closed 
his  eyes  in  death. 

N'ery  few  families  were  living  in  this  vicinity  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Woodworth 's  arrival  here,  and 
many  privations  were  endured  liy  these  pioneers. 
The  jo\ii-ney  was  accomplished  by  teams  to  Buffalo, 


thence  across  the  Lakes  to  Detroit  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  journey  was  made  with  ox-teams.  It 
was  a  trip  of  almost  untold  hardships,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  ford  all  the  streams  which  were  without 
bridges  and  to  remove  many  impediments  which 
were  in  their  way.  They  were  constantly  in  dan- 
ger from  wild  beasts  and  the  savages  who  still  lin- 
gered near.  ilrs.  Woodworth  walked  the  whole 
distance  from  Detroit  to  .Jackson,  with  a  babe  in 
her  arms  as  the  roads  were  bad  and  the  wagons  so 
heavily  loaded  that  she  could  not  ride. 

After  the  arrival  of  this  family  in  their  new 
honu'  they  found  the  Indians  very  troublesome, 
and  at  times  the  few  white  settlers  were  obliged  to 
go  to  .lackson  for  protection.  Mrs.  Woodworth 
was  at  one  time  severely  injured  by  being  kicked 
around  the  yard  by  an  Indian.  With  unflagging 
energy  and  sturdy  determination  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodworth  struggled  on  amid  privations  which 
we  can  scarcely  realize,  instilling  into  the  minds  of 
their  children  the  iirinciples  which  animated  their 
own  lives,  and  gradually  gathered  about  them  the 
comforts  which  they  so  richly  merited.  JNlr.  W^ood- 
worth  erected  a  good  house  and  made  other  sub- 
stantial improvements  upon  his  farm,  placing  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  which  comprLsed 
it  under  excellent  cultiv.ation.  Mrs.  Woodworth 
is  still  surviving  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  having  been  born  April  28,  1802.  She 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Lallue  H.,  on 
the  old  homestead  in  .lackson  County,  and  is  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  her  arduous  toil  in  earlier 
years.  She  retains  her  faculties  remarkably  well 
and  still  reads  without  glasses  in  her  declining 
years.  The  parental  household  consisted  of  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  namely:  .lohn  D.,  Helen, 
.leaiinette,  Thomas  .!.,  George  ().,  Henry  L.,  Corne- 
lia, Frances,  and  Fred  D. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  eldest  of  his  father's 
family  and  was  bi-oiight  to  ^lichigan  in  1831  by 
his  parents.  Iieing  then  only  five  years  of  age.  His 
boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Black- 
mail Township,  .lackson  County,  in  the  way  cus- 
tomary in  that  early  time.  He  remained  at  home 
laboring  with  his  father,  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen  when  he  went  to  .lackson  to  attend 
school.     His  earlier  studies  had  been   pursued  in 
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the  common  district  school  and  under  the  influence 
of  careful  imrental  training  lie  became  imbued  with 
those  sentiments  of  honor  and  morality  which  liave 
given  him  so  high  a  standing  among  his  fellow- men. 
After  four  years  m  .Tackson  which  lie  spent  in  ac- 
quiring an  academic  education  he  began  reading 
medicine  with  ])r.  Aliram  Sager,  then  of  .Jackson. 
In  1848  he  entered  Rush  Medical  C'oUege  at  Chi- 
cago taking  his  diploma  from  that  institution  in 
the  spring  of  1851.  Very  soon  afterward  he  lo- 
cated in  Leslie,  and  since  that  time  has  been  con- 
stantly and  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  having  filled  out  forty  years  of  profes- 
signal  service. 

The  Doctor  is  a  plain,  unostentatious  man.  who 
moves  quietly  through  the  world,  doing  much 
good  that  most  of  those  who  know  him  know  not 
of.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
father,  he  is  a  decided  Republican  and  without 
neglecting  his  profession  lie  has  found  time  to  in- 
terest himself  in  the  jinblic  and  political  affairs  of 
his  county.  After  tilling  other  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  he  was  brought  forward  by  the 
Republican  party  as  their  candidate  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  duly  elected  in  1861  and  re- 
elected two  years  later,  serving  in  both  sessions 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents here.  The  position  of  Supervisor  and 
other  minor  town,  village  and  school  offices  have 
been  well  filled  })y  him.  He  is  not  connected  with 
any  religious  denomination,  but  believes  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  churches,  and 
gives  freely  of  his  means  to  church  and  charitable 
organizations, attending  the  Congregatitmal  Church 
of  Leslie  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member.  He  has 
taken  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  the  JIasonic  order. 

The  lady  who  became  Mrs.  "Woodworth  .January 
15,  1850,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Mary 
Orcutt,  and  was  then  living  in  .lackson.  She  was 
born  near  Rutland,  ^'t.,  in  1829  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Zebina  and  Mary  (Hall)  Orcutt,  both  Vermont- 
ers.  Mr.  Orcutt  died  in  Pennsylvania  and  Mrs.  Or- 
e  utt  in  Chicago,  III.  Dr.  Woodworth  and  his  young 
wife  began  life  together  in  a  modest  residence  in 
the  village  of  I^eslie,  forty  years  ago,  and  have 
labored  together  to  establish  a  pleasant  home  which 
without  iirctentions  to  elegance,  is  encircled  by  an 


air  of  culture  and  refinement  and  a  delightful  re- 
treat from  the  work  and  worry  of  the  outside 
world.  The  Doctor  has  secured  a  comfortable  com- 
petence and  owing  to  his  advanced  age,  he  is  now 
gradually  withdrawing  from  professional  duties, 
and  is  preparing  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
quiet  retirement.  The  union  of  this  couijle  has 
been  blessed  bv  the  liirth  of  Ave  children,  namely: 
Mary,  Zach.  Bl.auche,  Ward  and  George.  The  last- 
named  child  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half 
years,  but  the  others  are  living. 

Dr.  Woodworth  is  jiersonally  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  of  men,  genial  and  companionable,  a 
man  who  never  fails  to  make  friends  wherever  he 
goes.  The  family  occupies  a  high  position  in  the 
social  circles  of  this  county,  and  the  Doctor's  chil- 
dren are  helping  to  reinforce  the  social  prestige 
which  their  parents  have  established.  The  name 
of  this  skillful  and  useful  physician  will  be  held  in 
remembrance  long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to 
his  fathers. 


jj^/RANKLIN  C.  Mc  EUEN  is  the  owner  of  a 
[lii^l  very  productive  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
X  sixty-three   acres  on  sections    17   and    20. 

Alaiedon  Township.  He  was  born  in  Delhi  'l\)wn- 
sliip.  Ingham  County,  JNIay  13.  1854.  His  father, 
Albert  Mc  Kuen,  was  born  in  Concord,  Ohio,  in 
1825,  and  is  a  retired  farmer  now  living  in  Ovid, 
]\Iicli.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a  ^lethodist 
minister  and  pre.iched  in  various  places  in  the  State, 
having  come  here  in  185.3.  Oiu-  suliject  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
working  on  the  farm  and  attending  district  school. 
While  living  in  Ovid  he  sjient  two  years  very 
})rofltably  in  the  Union  schools.  Laving  a  solid 
foundation  for  a  good  English  education.  He  then 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  for  one  year,  the  fol- 
lowing year  (lurchasing  seventy-five  acres  of  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  but  running  heavil^y  in 
debt  for  the  same. 

That  our  subject  has  not  worked  in  vain  during 
the  years  that  have  i)assed  since  his  purchase  is 
shown  bv  the  fact  that  he  has  added  to  the  original 
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farm  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one 
Imnclred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land,  that  is  well 
improved  and  all  free  from  incumbraiiee.  Febru- 
ary 28, 1877,  he  was  married  to  Joanna  Kennedy, a 
daughter  of  Willian  Kennedy  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
ship. From  this  union  two  children  have  been  born : 
Gracie.  whose  birthday  is  September  24,  1880;  and 
Gertie,  who  was  born  July  4, 1884.  Durini;'  the  past 
eleven  years,  Mr.  Mc  Euen  and  his  wife  have  done 
an  incredible  amount  of  hard  work  and  they  have 
made  more  money  in  that  time  than  any  other 
young  couple  in  the  townshi)M)f  Alaiedon.  Start- 
ing- with  no  assistance  from  anv  quarter  they  liave 
from  the  income  derived  from  the- farm  alone  paid 
off  all  indebtedness  and  made  improvements,  while 
the  average  farmer  has  found  it  difticult  t^)  p.av  the 
interest  on  his  indcl)tedness.  ^Ir.  Mc  Euen  has  lifted 
a  large  mortgage  and  secured  a  competency  that  is 
usually  acquired  only  after  a  lifetime  of  haul  work 
and  economical  saving'. 

In  politics  t)ur  subject  is  a  firm  Republican  and 
is  recognized  by  his  party  as  one  of  their  strongest 
repre.sentatives  in  Alaiedon.  For  the  past  three 
years  he  has  l)een  Supervisor  oi  his  township,  and 
when  we  remember  tiiat  the  township  is  solidly 
Democratic  his  continuance  in  office  speaks  worlds 
for  his  standing  in  the  townsliii).  He  is  well  in- 
formed on  all  questions  of  the  day.  Personally 
Mr.  ]Mc  Kuen  is  a  very  genial  gentleman  .and  has 
a  host  of  warm  friends  in  Alaiedon  Township. 
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Rs.  .mar(;aret  crsTEH  C'.ujiorx, 

the  present  State  Librarian,  was  ajjpointed 
to  tlie  position  ^larch,  18ill;  she  is  a  sister 
of  (ien.  Custer  and  widow  of  Lieut.  James 
Callioun,  heroes  in  the  battle  of  the  IJttle  Big 
Horn.  The  ladv,  who  is  distinguislied  not  only 
for  her  high  connection  with  militai-y  heroes,  but 
also  for  her  fine  presence,  .striking  individuality, 
culture  and  accomplishments,  holds  her  friends  and 
admirers  by  the  magnetism  of  individual  and  ])er- 
sonal  power.  She  was  Iiorn  in  Harrison  County, 
Oliio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  H.  and  ^laria 
(Ward)  Custer.     Her  father  was  a  farmer  at  tlie 


time  of  her  birth,  and  remf)ved  from  Oliio  to  Mon- 
roe, Mich.,  when  Mrs.  Calhoun  was  Init  a  small 
child. 

]\Irs.  Calhoun,  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
f)pposite  page,  was  educated  and  spent  her  girlhood 
days  in  Monroe.  One  winter  she  spent  with  her 
brother,  (ien.  Custer,  at  Ft.  I^eavenworth,  Kan., 
and  at  that  time  (1870)  met  Lieut.  Calhoun. 
Those  who  have  read  Mrs.  Custer's  charming  book, 
"Boots and  Saddles"can  under.stand  how  a  woman's 
presence  is  appreciated  in  camp  life  on  the  frontier, 
how  every  soldier,  from  general  down  to  scullion, 
willingly  liows  liefore  a  charming  woman  and  offers 
her  the  delightful  compliment  of  his  devotion. 
Miss  Custer  took  the  hearts  of  all  by  storm,  but 
after  two  years  spent  in  a.  coui'tship  that  was  car- 
ried on  chiefly  by  corresi)ondence  she  became  the 
bride  of  Lieut.  Calhoun.  After  their  marriage  he 
was  stationed  in  Eliz.abethtown,  Ky.,  being  with 
Gen.  Custer's  Seventh  Cavalry.  Later  he  was  de- 
tailed farther  South  to  Lincolnton  and  Charlotte, 
N.  C.,  and  in  the  sining  of  1873,  witii  their  regi- 
ment went  to  Dakota.  Mrs.  Custer  and  Mr.s.  Cal- 
hoiui  made  the  journey  of  five  hundred  miles  up 
the  Missouri  River  from  Yankton  to  Ft.  Rice, 
proceeding  thence  to  Bismarck,  the  entire  trip  be- 
ing made  on  horseback.  During  the  summer  of 
the  same  year  Mrs.  Custer  and  ^Irs.  Calhoun  re- 
turned to  Monroe,  ^lich.,  to  visit  the  parents  of 
the  latter,  while  the  regiment  was  sent  to  the 
Yellowstone  to  guard  the  engineers  who  were  sur- 
veying the  route  for  the  Northern  Pacific. 

Li  the  fall  of  1873,  when  the  regiment  went  in- 
to winter  qu.'irters,  ^Irs.  Calhoun  went  back  to  Ft. 
Aliraham  Lincoln  where  she  remained  for  tlie  win- 
ter. The  fiiUowing summer  the  regiment  went  out 
on  the  Black  Hills  expedition,  during  which  time 
Mrs.  Calhoun  again  returned  home,  going  Imck  to 
her  husband  at  Vt.  Lincoln  in  the  autumn  of  1874. 
The  regiment  did  not  leave  the  ensuing  summer, 
remaining  near  the  fort  in  temporary-  camp.  In 
1876  the  regiment  for  the  last  time  took  leave  of 
their  dear  ones  and  went  forth  to  what  proved  to 
be  a  most  terrible  battle,  that  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn  in  Montana,  They  were  suri)ri.sed  by  the 
Indians  June  2.5,  and  the  result  of  that  expedition 
is  one  that  darkens  the  page  of  the  annals  of  his- 
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loiy  ou  which  it  iippears.  lieina'  wi'U  known  to  till. 
Thert'  l.ieiit.  C'allioun.  three ol'  the  liicjtheis  of  Mrs. 
Cnlhonn  and  a  nephew  were  l<ille(l.  The  ladies 
reinaineil  in  the  West  until  Auuu^t.  when  they 
returned  to  the  heart-hruken  parents  in  .Miehiaan. 
The  followinii'  winter-  Mrs.  (vister  went  to  Xew 
York,  and  Mrs.  Calhoun  staid  at  her  home,  uivina 
liei-  undivided  tinu'  and  tliouiiht  to  eariuii  t'>i'  lier 
invalid  mother  whose  sad  life  was  |irolon<ied  until 
.January.  1S«2.  Her  Cathei-  is  still  (1S!11)  living', 
aged  eighty-four. 

The  family  lieingso  ledueed  in  numbers  only  the 
fathei'  heiug' left  I lesides  herself,  arrangements  were 
made  li\'  which  he  should  make  his  home  with  a 
brother  who  lives  on  a  farm  not  a  great  distance 
Ironi  .Monroe.  Mi's.  (  alhouu.  feeling  that  she 
must  have  some  absorliing  occupation,  went  to 
Detroit  to  study  dramatic  elocution  luider  Mrs. 
Edna  (  haffe-Xoble.  who  is  the  head  of  the  cele- 
brated training  school  of  elocutioTi  bearing  her 
name.  Her  naturally  line  talent  being  here  culti- 
vated and  polished,  she  has  since  devoted  her 
attention  to  this  branch  of  art  and  has  given  read- 
ings throughout  (iifterent  paitsof  the  country.  .She 
was  thus  engaged  when  her  a|ipointment  of  State 
liibrarian  was  made  known  to  her.  and  although 
she  has  always  been  received  most  cordially  and 
gTaciously  by  the  ))ublic.  she  has  gladly  taken  the 
l)o.sition  to  which  she  is  appointed  as  a  token  of 
res|)ect  that  the  citizens  of  her  adojjted  State  give 
to  the  dear  ones  who  ai'e  gone. 

-Mrs.  .Margaret  C'u.ster  Calhoun  has  made  a  great 
success  as  an  elocutionist.  She  has  much  of  the 
dash  and  enthusiasm  of  her  distinguished  brother. 
aiid  personally  is  gifted  with  great  ease,  grace, 
power  and  magnetism.  The  press  notices  that  have 
been  given  her  throughout  the  country  show  her 
to  be  an  elocutionist  of  tlie  highest  order,  and  one 
who  does  not  ape  the  .style  or  mannerisms  of  some 
one  else,  but  whose  impersonations  .show  a  genius 
in  their  originality  of  conce|)tion.  .She  is  pos.sessed 
of  a  very  sw-eel  and  cleai'  voice  and  her  readings 
are  given  witli  such  |)ower  of  expression  that  one 
lo.ses  his  identity  in  listening  to  her.  She  has  not 
worked  foi'  herself  alone  but  has  given  various 
l)enevolent  institutions  the  advantage  of  her  sijlen- 
(li<l  talent.      So  oracious  has  been  her  submission  to    i 


to  the  great  trouble  to  which  she  has  been  subjected 
and  so  unselfish  her  work,  that  we  are  reminded  of 
the  summing  up  of  the  character  of  I.ucile. 

■•'J'he  mission  of  genius  on  earthi   To  U|)lift. 

Purify  and  contirni  by  its  own  gracious  gift. 

The  world,  in  despite  of  the  woild's  dull  endeavoi' 

To  degrade  and  drag  down  and  oppose  it  forever. 

The  mission  of  genius:   To  watch  and  to  wait. 

To  renew,  to  redeem  and  to  regenerate. 

The  mi.ssion  of  woman  on  earthi   *  *  * 

*  *  *  *  *      Born  to  nurse, 

.Vnd  to  soothe,  and  to  solace,  to  help  and  to  heal 

The  sick  world  that  leans  on  hei." 


1:M0  1).  BAUriioLO.MKW  .  A.  M,  It  is 
said  that  the  three  most  popular  profe.s- 
^.  sions  at  the  present  day  are  medicine,  law 
and  civil  engineering,  and  the  weight  of 
f;i\dr  auuiny  the  young  iii-adualcs  that  aie  yearly 
tuined  out  from  our  colleges  seems  to  lie  in  the 
last-named  direction.  It  was  not  so  when  our  sub- 
ject took  up  tills  >i\iiiy.  although  pei'luips  the  stq)- 
ply  was  fully  e((ual  to  the  demand,  for  there  were 
not  then  so  nuuiy  railroads  oi-  mammoth  |iublic 
buildings  that  required  the  aid  of  the  scienlihc  en- 
gineer as  at  the  i)resent  time.  Mr'.  I'.aitholomew 
was  boi'u  in  W'addiiigttin.  then  in  M.adrid  Town- 
slii)).  St.  Lawieiice  County.  N.  Y..  February  IT), 
1H;51,  and  during  his  lifetime  he  has  seen  great  ad- 
vancement made  in  the  progress  of  his  chosoi 
calling. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  tlie  son  of 
Charles  I).  Uartholomew.  a  native  of  the  same 
lilace  with  his  .son  and  born  .l;uiuar\'  I '.b  ISIIC. 
Our  subject's  grandfathei-  was  l.saac  liartlHilomew, 
a  nati\'e  of  I'"armington,  Conn.,  and  theic  boi'ii  in 
I7()l.  lie  was  in  the  Ue\'olutionary  War  from 
17H0  until  the  close,  and  in  ITKIi  removed  to  Tin- 
mouth.  \  1..  where  lu'  was  engaged  in  fanning  until 
ISdl.and  then  icnio\eil  to  Waddington  Town- 
ship. N.  Y.  lie  was  the  first  militia  captain  com- 
missioned ill  St.  J^awrence  County.  N.  Y.  He  was 
a  thorough-going  Whig  and  greatly  interested  in 
politics.       Our    subiect',s    great-grandfathei-     w.as 
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Abraham  Knrtliolomew  who  died  in  Connecticut 
while  yet  in  early  manhood.  His  father  was  also 
named  Ahraliam  and  his  father  was  Isaac.  The 
next  ancestor  was  "William  and  the  one  preceding 
him  was  also  William  Bartholomew,  who  was  born 
at  Biiford.  England,  in  160-2.  The  town  of  Bu- 
ford  is  only  eighteen  miles  northwest  of  the  old 
University  City  of  Oxford.  This  last  named  Will- 
iam Bartiiolomew  came  to  America  September  18, 
1635,  laiidino  in  Boston  at  that  time.  He  made 
the  journey  hitlier  on  the  sailing  vessel  "  (iriflin" 
and  sot>n  after  landing  located  at  Ipswich,  Mass. 
He  was  there  engaged  as  a  merchant  and  at  that 
early  day  was  the  hero  of  many  adventures.  His 
daughter,  Abigail,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  In- 
dians wlien  only  four  years  old  and  with  twelve 
other  children  was  carried  away  to  Canada.  They 
were  kept  in  the  tribe  until  their  parents  had  paid 
a  ransom  of  £200  sterling,  their  return  home  being- 
made  in  May,  1678,  and  having  been  prisoners  for 
eight  months.  They  were  the  first  i)risoncrs  taken 
by  the  Indians  from  Massacliusetts  to  Canada  for 
the  i)urpose  of  exacting  a  ransom.  This  ancestor 
of  our  subject  was  the  general  court  representative 
for  Suffolk  County  and  received  a  commission  as 
Lieutenant  in  command  of  the  militia  of  the  town. 

Charles  I).  Bartholomew,  the  father  of  the  orig- 
inal of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  He  followed  his 
calling  of  agriculture  steadily,  never  having  been 
away  from  the  home  farm  for  a  whole  month.  He 
was  considered  well-to-do  for  the  time,  having 
been  the  owner  of  four  iiundred  acres  of  good 
land  in  Waddington  and  Lisbon.  He  was  Captain 
of  tiie  State  ^lilitia  and  was  elected  major  of  the 
comiiany,  tint  refused  the  commission.  He  died 
February  1 1,  1889.  For  a  number  of  years  before 
his  death  he  was  Deacon  in  tlie  I'niversalist 
Church. 

As  a  young  lady  Mr.  Bartholomew's  mother  was 
Betsey  Ilawley.  She  also  was  born  in  Wadding- 
ton, although  her  father,  John  Hawley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  ^'ermont.  He,  however,  emigrated  at  an 
early  day  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  locating  on  a 
farm  there  in  1803.  His  first  home  here  was  on 
the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  at  the  nar- 
rows, but  six  vears  later  he  located  in  Madrid  'I'own- 


ship  and  there  resided  until  his  decease.  His  father 
who  was  of  English  descent,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut but  died  in  Vermont,  and  his  mother 
died  in  the  year  of  1862.  She  was  the  parent  of 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Of 
the  eight  he  of  whom  we  write  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  in 
his  boyhood  attended  the  common  schools  in  the 
district  and  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  Eng- 
lish branches.  He  remained  at  home  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  past  twent}^  years  of  age  attending 
school  at  the  Ogdensburg  and  Canton  Academy. 
During  the  winter  he  pursued  the  study  of  the 
Latin  and  French  languages,  following  the  same 
outline  of  study  that  he  had  in  school.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  entered  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral College  at  McGrawville,  Cortland  Count3% 
and  there  attended  over  one  year.  In  1853  he 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan  with  a  determi- 
nation to  acquire  a  degree  in  the  classical  course. 
He  entered  the  junior  year  and  was  graduated  in 
.Tune,  1854,  having  the  right  to  append  to  his  name 
the  honorable  initials  A.  B.  He  then  became  the 
.assistant  of  J.  M.  (iregor}-  in  his  school  at  Detroit 
and  continued  with  him  until  1856. 

In  the  spring  of  that  year,  he  of  whom  we  write, 
went  to  Chicago  and  became  a  teacher  in  the 
Gregory  Commercial  School,  remaining  in  that  po- 
sition for  one  year.  The  following  year  he  became 
a  l)Ook-keeper  in  the  jxicking  establishment  of 
Cragin  (k  Co..  and  tiie  next  year  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Gregory's  Kalamazoo  Commercial 
School.  January  1,  1859,  Mr,  Bartholomew  came 
to  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  and  soon  after  went 
into  partnership  with  Dr.  I.  H.Bartholomew  in  the 
drug  liusiiless.  They  were  also  proprietors  of  the 
grocery  store.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  however, 
our  subject  sold  out  his  interest  and  in  1861  be- 
came a  clerk  under  John  Owen,  the  State  Treas- 
urer, and  in  1867  he  succeeded  James  Turner  as 
the  Deputy  State  Treasurer,  and  held  that  ottice 
until  April,  of  1874,  during  which  time  he  had  en- 
tire charge  of  the  business.  These  offices  were  all 
tendered  him  and  were  entirely  unsought.  In 
1874  he  resigned  his  position  and  soon  after  went 
to  New  York  and  went  back  to  his  old  home  on  the 
farm  where  he  remained  for  four  vears.  His  wife's 
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hi'Mltli  t';iik'(l  ill  l«7i^,  .•mil  soon  after  hi  tlie  fall  lie 
ri't uiucil  tu  Alirliiiiaii.  anil  in  IS71I  was  a|)|)oint('(l 
City  Siirvevo!-.  wliicli  position  lit-  lias  lii'ld  witli 
llial  of  Civil  Kntfineer  ever  since.  In  l.S^t!)  he 
liecaiiie  Secretary  of  the  I'nioii  lUiililinu'  ami  l>o;in 
Association  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Bartholomew  is  called  upon  to  do  nearly  all 
the  plattiiiii  that  is  done  in  and  alioiit  the  city  and 
also  ill  different  jiarts  of  the  .State  and  lias  been 
special  exaiiiiner  of  city  plats  since  lftf<.").  Our  suh- 
ject  was  inaiiieil  in  Detroit  in  .Inly.  IMo;'),  to  .Miss 
.liilia  .Sprau'iie.  a  native  of  .New  Voi-k.  .She  died 
without  issue  in  the  cit\  of  l.ansinu.  lie  was  a 
sei-ond  liiiie  united  in  iiiarria<;e,  his  liiide  lieiiiu 
Miss  .lane  Iv  ilowe.  J'lieir  nu|)tials  were  cele- 
hrated  in  Manchester,  this  State,  in  .May.  I«i;2. 
She  also  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  limn  in 
Baiiiliridae.  ( )neida  Coiinly.  and  came  to  Miclii- 
aaii  in  l!S81  with  her  parents.  She  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  lieiim  the  oldest  lixiui;'  white  woman  in 
the  city  of  Lansiiii;.  She  cann'  here  on  a  \isit  a 
week  after  the  cajiital  had  been  located  here.  Only 
two  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  imimi.  The 
eldest,  a  dauahlei'.  liessie.  still  remains  at  home.  The 
\(iiini;er.  (u'ori>e  I).,  is  a  teacliei'  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan Mnseuin  of  Art  in  New  York.  Iiciii!.;'  an  archi- 
tect of  no  small  reputation.  Two  other  children 
arc  deceased — Katie  was  drowned  in  the  St.  Law- 
I'ence  River  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Tlieother  child 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bartholomew  is  a  iiienilier  of 
the  I'niversalist  Church,  in  which  denomination  he 
is  a  Deacon.  Politically  he  is  a  Wepulilicaii  and 
one  of  the  staiichest  sort.  His  \\ife  is  a  niemlier 
of  the  Kpiscojial  Chnrcli. 


;r/RANK  A.  DREW.  The  followins;  is  a  clip- 
pin"  from  a  well-kimwii  daily  pajier:  ".V 
cuiious  memorial  stone  has  recently  been 
placed  in  an  old  cemetery  at  Kinasloii.  Mass.  It 
is  a  rouah  block  of  uranite  five  feet  liiiili.  into 
which  is  sunken  a  larne  slate  tablet,  bearing  a 
genealogical    inscription    of    the  Drew    family,   the 


founder  of  wliicli  w-as knighted  by  (^)ueell  lOlizalieth 
in  l.')8:r".  The  representatives  of  the  Drew  lainily 
living  in  the  I'liited  States  are  all  related.  Those 
of  the  .Vmericaii  branch  of  the  family  are  de- 
scended from  an  ancestor  whocameto  this  country 
.■It  an  early  day  and  settled  in  the  Kast.  That  one 
of  the  family  of  whom  we  shall  endeavor  to  give 
the  salient  |ioiiit>of  hi^  career,  is  a  general  farmer, 
residing  on  a  tine  and  fertile  tract  of  land  located 
on  section  20.  Alaiedoii  Township.  Ingham  Count\. 
and  which  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land,  lie  also 
niaiiages  two  hundred  and  .sixteen  acres  of  land 
owned  by  his  father.  Isaac  Drew,  on  section  2it,  of 
the  same  township. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Mason.  Ingham  County,  this  State.  December  28, 
IH.'iK.  Ili>  f.ather.  Isaac  Drew,  is  a  retired  fanner 
now  li\ing  in  Mason,  lie  isa  native  of  New-  York, 
and  was  born  Sejiteniber  28.  1827.  Me  came  to 
.Michigan  when  .-i  young  nian  and  purchased  the 
farm  upon  which  liissmi  is  now  living.  His  mother, 
that  is  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Maria  (.Stillinan) 
Drew,  came  into  the  towiislii|i  with  her  father, 
Daniel  Stillman,  at  an  early  day  and  was  early  made 
familiar  with  e\ery  phase  of  pioneer  life.  .She  was 
born  October  2'.t.  I8;i2,  and  died    .March  ;!.  I8()r). 

\\{'  of  whom  wc  write  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
and  .-ittendiMl  tlu'  Mason  and  district  school.  ( )n 
i-eaching  his  majority  he  moved  upon  the  farm 
willed  to  him  by  a  friend,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  ever  since.  .May  II.  I.sso.  Mr.  Drew  was 
married  to  Miss  Belle  N'aii  Branken.  a  daughter  of 
William  \'aM  Branken.  a  mercliant  of  .Mason,  where 
Mrs.  Drew  was  bom.  .She  was  educated  in  the 
iniblic  schools  of  that  town.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  the  ))arents  of  two  bright  children  :  Blanche, 
who  was  born  .Vugiisl  IS.  1882:  and  Bessie,  born 
.Ian nary  2(5.  18K4. 

The  oriainal  of  our  sketch  is  liberal  in  his  relig- 
ious \iews.  His  wife  isa  inemlier  of  the  I'resliy- 
teriaii  Church  of  .Mason.  In  politics  he  of  whom 
wc  write  i-  :i  stanch  Deniocial.  and  has  been  hon- 
ored by  his  party  in  being  elected  Township  Clerk, 
a  position  he  has  held  for  three  terms.  Personally. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drew  are  very  superior  young  people. 
The3'  are  of  the  highest  social  standing  and  no  one 
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ill  till'  tuwnsliip  liii.s  mo IV  warm  t'i'ii'ii(l>-.  Oiii-  miIi- 
ject  is  nt  |)ri'seiit  suft'erinu'  fidin  ill-lii';iltli  muiI  liis 
man  y  fi'ioiiil^  in  tliis  sei-lion  eaiiu'sliy  tiii>l  tlial  lie 
may  enjoy  a  speedy  recovery,  lie  is  a  young  man 
of  more  tlian  aviM'aae  intellii>enee  anci  foresiojit 
;niil  l\eo|is  weli.inroi'meil  on  the  events  of  llie  day.    ' 
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^REDERK  K  IIINE.S  i>  tlie  owner  of  a  ifood 
fi;  farm  of  eii;lit\  aeres.  ioeated  on  section  21, 
Alaiedon  Township,  lie  was  horn  Oetoher 
H.  IS  1(1,  in  Wurtemherg.  (iermany.  His  father 
was  also  named  Frederick  llines  and  was  a  native 
of  Wurtemhei'o  and  while  a  lesident  in  his  native 
land  was  eiio;a<ifed  as  a  roiic-maker.  He  lirought 
his  family  to  thel'nited  States  in  1848,  and  settled 
with  them  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  sjjent  one  year  in  the  pulilic  school-  ! 
of  (iermany  liefoi'c  coininu'  to  this  country  and 
after  locating  here  attended  the  district  school  and 
also  the  pulilic  schools  of  Noi'walk.  moi-e  or  less. 
until  he  was  nineteen  year-  of   age. 

I  p  to  the  time  of  the  In-caking  out  of  the  wai' 
the  original  of  our  sketch  was  engaged  in  working 
on  the  farm  and  in  a  lilacksmith  shop  in  Norwalk, 
in  which  last-named  Inisincss  he  was  employed  foi- 
two  and  a  half  years.  \\'hcn  the  war  broke  out 
he  |iatiiotically  res])onded  to  the  call  of  hisadopted 
country  and  went  to  the  front  with  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-sixth  Regiment  of  the  National 
Guards.  .Vfter  three  months'  service  he  was  dis- 
charged because  of  disability,  but  recovering  his 
health  in  a  measure  he  afterward  responded  to  a 
call  for  machinists  to  work  in  Nashville, Tenn.. and 
was  lliere  engaged  for  about  six  lllontll^. 

.Vt  the  close  of  the  war  .Mi',  llines  and  his  father 
came  to  .\laiedon  Townslii|i,  Ingham  County,  and 
b(jnght  the  farm  now  owned  by  him.  His  father 
died  in  1878.  Our  sniiject  was  married  to  Cliris- 
tiami  Summerville.  a  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Summerville,  of  Delhi  Township.  .She  was  boni 
near  Olasgow.  Scothinil.  .Iaiunii\  II.  IMt'.l.  .-unl 
came  to  the  I  nited  States  with  her  parents  when 
but  a  small  child.     Their  marriage  was  solemnized 


.luly  2,  18(!(i.  Four  childreii  have  been  born  to 
this  worthy  couple.  They  are  .leniiy  S..  Nettie  N.. 
Mamie  F...  luid  Frank  .1.  The  elde-1  wa.-  horn 
Seiitember  111.  1868.  .Vfter  .spending  two  terms  in 
the  Flint  Normal  School  she  went  into  training  to 
bei'ome  a  nurse,  which  she  now  is.  and  has  accpiired 
a  tlattering  re|>iitati<in  in  this  line.  Nettie,  who 
was  born  .Inly  !t,  ISC'.I.  >peiil  one  year  in  the  .Mason 
High  School  and  then  gradnatcil  in  the  Kindergar- 
ten department  of  the  Hailmann  School  of  l.al'orte. 
Ind..  in  188;).  .She  is  now  engaged  .as  a  |irimar\' 
teachei'  in  the  public  schools  of  Mason,  h:ivint;  had 
an  experience  of  three  years.  .Mamie  E.,  who  was 
born  ,Se|)tember  1  !>.  1871.  was  graduated  from  the 
.Mason  High  .School  in  188il  and  i-  a  successful 
teacher  of  three  yc.ars'  ex))erience.  Frank,  who 
was  liorii  September  12.  187(i.  reside.-  at  home. 
The  wliole  family  are  members  of  the  .Methodist 
Episcoi)^!  Church  of  .Mason.  .Mr.  Hines  is  con- 
necled  with  the  Farmers'  .VUiance  of  Delhi. 

Our-ubject  is  a  Republican  in  his  [lolitical  allili;!- 
tions.  He  and  Mvt^.  Hinc-  ha\e  cleared  up  the 
farm  they  now  own  and  ha\e  secured  a  comf<irlablc 
hoiiu'  for  themselves  and  their  I'.ainily  .and  are  justly 
proiiil  of  their  bright  and  interesting  group  of 
children.  The  family  are  all  interested  in  a  good 
class  of  literature.  Nine  good  publications  are 
taken  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  every  journal  re- 
ceives a  careful  peru.sal.  They  are  progressive  [ico- 
ple  ill  the  best  sense  of  the  term. 
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AMES  11.  IRISH.  Our  sniiject  belongs  to  a 
family  that  has  made  it.self  an  honorable 
name  in  the  annals  of  .\merican  history  by 
its  devotion  to  the  country  and  its  loy;il1y 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  right.  Each  gener.-i- 
tion  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution .  h.as -cut  rep- 
resentatives to  fight  for  the  flag,  and  for  union. 
He  wliose  name  is  nl  llie  head  of  this  sketch  li.'is 
not  been  an  exeeiilion  but  ha-  addeil  another  jingc 
to  the  honorable  record  in  tli(>  family  archives,  for 
he  served  through  the  War  of  the  Rebellifm,  help- 
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ing  to  put  down  the  enslavement  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  human  beings,  and  to  preserve  the 
unity  of  the  States.  To-daj^  he  still  bears  evi- 
dence that  to  every  loyal  American  citizen  must  be 
a  badge  that  is  most  honorable  for  the  owner  to 
wear. 

Mr.  Irish  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on 
section  1,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
where  he  has  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  April  8,  1843, 
and  is  the  son  of  Talcott  and  Sara  (Madison)  Irish. 
Tiie  father  was  a  native  of  Summit  County.  Oliio, 
and  the  mother,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family 
moved  to  Michigan  in  18.52  and  located  on  section 
.'5(5,  of  Alaiedon  Township.  Ingham  County,  where 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
that  he  was  in  the  army,  in  cultivating  his  })ur- 
chase. 

Our  subject's  father  and  a  brother  served 
throughout  the  war  being  volunteers  in  the 
I'welfth  Michigan  Infantry,  both  in  C(.)mpany  G. 
The  father's  service  extended  over  a  period  of 
tliree  years,  and  tiie  brother  served  over  four  years. 
Both  saw  much  hard  fighting.  Talc6tt  Irish,  our 
subject's  fatlier,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Shiloh  and 
confined  at  Macon,  Ga,  for  a  period  of  about 
six  months.  He  was  exchanged  and  returned  to 
his  regiment,  where  he  served  for  nearly  two  years 
longer,  liis  deatli  finally  occurring  and  was  caused 
by  disease  wliich  had  been  contracted  in  the  army. 
The  old  gentleman,  although  never  a  man  of 
wealth,  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  so 
abhorred  debt  that  his  sons  earl  y  learned  to  beware 
of  speculative  dealings.  The  farm  which  he  owned 
was  never  under  mortgage  during  his  life. 

Our  subject's  boyhood  da3'S  were  spent  on  tiie 
farm,  and  his  opportunities  for  education  were 
very  limited,  as  he  was  the  oldest  son  left  at  home 
and  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  family  and 
of  promoting  the  resources  of  the  land  fell  on  him. 
His  youthful  lilood  was  fired  l)y  the  letters  that 
came  from  his  father  and  brother  containing  des- 
criptions of  battles  an<l  camp  life,  and  in  lS(i4.  he 
could  stand  it  no  longer,  Ijut  enlisted  in  the  Eightli 
Michigan  Cavalry,  in  Compau\-  L.  He  was  cap- 
tured by  Forrest's  Cavalry,  soon  after  he  was  sent 


to  the  front  and  was  confined  in  Andersonvillc 
Prison  aliovit  five  montlis.  He  has  ever  since  been 
disabled,  having  suffered  intensely  from  the  priva- 
tions and  cruelties  to  wliich  he  was  tlien  sulijected. 
After  his  lilieration  at  tiie  close  <jf  the  war,  Mr. 
lri.sh  was  sent  tt)  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  there  re- 
mained some  four  weeks,  after  wliich  he  returned 
to  Michigan,  and  within 'a  year  after  his  home  com- 
ing he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  laud. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  September  lu, 
1K()8  to  Miss  Eva  Stroup.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Linden)  Stroup  and  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  July  16,  1«1H.  Our  subject 
with  his  wife  and  family,  lived  on  the  farm  which 
he  purchased  directly  after  the  war  for  a  jteriod  of 
ten  years.  He  tlien  sold  his  j)lace  and  with  the 
proceeds  iiurchased  his  present  honu\  Four  cliildren 
have  graced  our  subject's  home  by  their  advent 
and  presence.  They  are  by  name,  Blanche  L., 
Bertlia  S.,  Madge  A.  and  J.  Fred.  Blanche  was 
born  August  1.  1K69.  She  is  a  graduate  from  the 
Mason  High  School  and  has  since  devoted  herself 
to  the  work  of  teaching,  in  which  she  has  lieen  very 
successful.  She  brings  to  her  work  a  zeal  and  con- 
scientiousness that  cannot  liut  liave  an  effect  for 
good  upon  the  young  minds  that  she  is  developing 
and  forming.  Bertha  was  liorn  September  2;(.  1871, 
and  is  just  blossoming  into  the  beauty  of  perfect 
womanhood.  Madge  was  born  November  11,  1870, 
while  the  only  son  made  his  appearance  in  the 
woi-ld  March  9.  1884. 

Our  subject  atliliates  with  the  Repulilican  party 
in  whose  executive  power  lie  has  all  confidence  and 
faith.  He  has  been  School  Inspector  for  three  terms, 
and  has  lirought  to  the  work  an  intelligent  ovei'- 
sight  and  judgment  that  have  redounded  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  educational  affairs  in  the  town- 
ship. He  himself  has  been  engaged  in  the  work  of 
teaching,  having  thus  been  occujiied  for  sixteen 
consecutive  winter  terms.  After  returning  from 
the  war.  he  determined  to  gain  more  of  an  educa- 
tion and  to  feel  hi!n.self  on  a  par  with  men  who 
had  learned  to  think  in  accordance  with  advanced 
methods,  and  he  had  strength  of  jjurpose  enough, 
man  as  he  was,  t(j  attend  the  school  at  Mason,  and 
by  diligent  study  both  in  and  out  of  school,  lie  ac- 
quired  a  good  common-school  education,  and  is 
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recoaii izod  in  liis  townslii])  nslieiiia  a  man  ol'  nmrr 
tlian  ordinary  attaiiinH'nts.  His  example  should 
lie  an  eneouraaement  to  younu  nien  who.  like  him- 
self. lia\e  lieen  de|)iive(l  of  advantages  in  tlu-ir 
early  years.  With  only  tlie  rii;ht  kind  of  ambition, 
and  an  unswerving  energy,  a  man  can  make  of 
himself  what  he  wishes.  Mr.  Irish  is  a  memlier  of 
the  (irand  Army  of  the  i;e]inlilie.  and  is  Seii>eant 
Major  in  the  I'hil  Mi-Kein:tn  I'ost.  and  lie  has  also 
heen  Scni^ir  \'iee  Commander. 

The  grandfatlier  of  the  uentlenian  of  whom  we 
write,  wliose  name  was  .Miel  Irisli.  was  liorn  in 
Vermont.  lie  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
lyl2  and  was  one  of  the  pionei'rs  of  .Summit 
County.  Ohio,  settliui;  neai'  the  jjivsent  town  of 
.Vkron.  whieh  is  so  noted  foi'  its  manufaetiu'es  of 
variotis  kinds.  Jle  died  in  .Vlaiedon  Townsliiji. 
Inffham  County,  this  .State,  at  the  aye  of  ahout 
seventv-eiji:ht  years.  One  of  Mr.  Iri.sh's  lirothers. 
Amlirose.  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  early  part  of 
the  War  of  tlie  IJehellion  and  shot  in  eold  lilood 
May  it.  lf<()2.  lie  was  taken  liy  Stewait's  Xiraini.a 
lUaek  IIor.se  Ca\alry.  Our  sulijeet  is  the  reeijjient 
of  a  pension  of  -^Ki  per  month  liy  the  (iovern- 
ment  in  reeosjnition  of  tlie  .services  done  and  tlie 
sufferinj;  endured  dnriiii;'  the  war. 


-♦^-^1 


*I  ._,  ON.  MAKsllALl.  !•:.  IM-Msin'.  I'residenl 
)J(  of    the    People's     Hank   of     Leslie.    Ingham 

\^^  County,  was  horn  in  liethany.  ( ienesee 
l(^l  Coiinty.  X.  v..  .Iami;iiy  17.  I  ^<4(l.  and  is  the 
son  of  ( ieorge  \\'.  and  Fannie  M.  (Caiilield)  liuin- 
sey.  natives  respectively  of  New  ^drk  and  (  on- 
iiecticut.  The  father  was  \-ei\  proinineiit  in  the 
affairs  of  tlie  community  where  he  |iasscd  his  entire 
life  and  liecame  well-to-do.  Politically,  he  was  lirst 
a  Wliio'.  Init  uiion  the  oraanizatioii  of  the  Kepiih- 
lican  party  hecame  identified  therewith,  and  retain- 
ed the  connection  until  his  death  in  IM.Sl.  On  .'ill 
topics  of  local  and  national  importance  he  was 
well  informed  and  was  (inn  in  his  opposilion  to 
slavery.  He  followed  the  calliiii;  of  a  farmer  and 
was   very   domestic   in    his  nature,   iireferrina   the 


i|uietude  of  home  tu  tlie  turmoil  of  public  life.  He 
anil  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  l>a|i- 
tist  Cliiiich  .•iiid  he  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Bethany 
(liurrh  for  almost  lifty  years.  He  lived  a  lifi' 
alioNc  rejiroach  and  died  mourned  by  a  wide  circle 
of  frienils.  who  api)reciated  his  worth  of  character 
and  his  integrity.  His  death,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
wife,  occurred  in  (ienesee  County,  where  they  had 
been  marrie<l  many  years   liefore. 

The  paternal  yi'and|)a rents  of  our  subject  wer<' 
Jesse  and  .Viina  (.Vsliley)  Kiimsey.  wiio  were  nat- 
ives of  \'ermont  and  moved  thence  to  Western 
New  York  at  an  early  cl;i\ .  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Daniel  and  Hiihl.'i  (Main)  Canfield. 
nati\es  of  Connecticut.  The  Hon.  .Mr.  IJumsev  is 
one  of  six  children,  who  were  named  as  follows: 
Florilla  ^.\..  Daniel  t..  (.eorae  W..  .Ir..  Marshall  K.. 
.\llieit  .1.  .-uicl  Nathan  K.  The  fourth  child,  our 
sulijeet.  ]>assed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Bethany,  (ienesee  County.  N.  '\  ..  :ind  i-eeeived  an 
academic  education  at  Betliany  Centre  :ind(ieii- 
esee.  Livinaston  County.  X.  V.  I'ntil  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  aae  he  remained  under  X\w 
pjiivntal  roi.if.  teaching  school  (lurina  the  wintei- 
and  working  on  the  home  farm  in  the  summer 
sea.son. 

.Vt  the  aae  of  twenty-two  years,  our  sulijeet  left 
the  Kinpire  .State  and  ji:oini>-  to  Chicaud.  enuaaed 
in  trade  in  hides  until  1K(;7.  wlien  he  came  to  this 
state.  Here  he  at  once  located  in  Leslie,  and  em- 
li;iikcd  in  Imsiness  in  lumbering,  farmina.  real- 
esliite  and  bankina.  Success  has  crowned  his 
eftorts  in  Inahain  Coiinly.  and  he  is  now  tlie  owner 
of  a  tine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fortv  acres 
adjoinina  the  Le.slie  Corporation.  He  also  owns  con- 
siderable land  in  different  parts  of  the  country  and 
has  done  large  lumbering  business  in  the  Michigan 
])ineries.  His  labors  as  a  real-estate  dealer  have 
lieeii  m.irked  by  shrewd  judgment  and  keen  fore- 
sight, and  ill  fact,  in  whatever  direction  his  atten- 
tion has  been  turned,  he  has  always  given  to  the 
duties  attending  it  his  best  efforts. 

The  first  liank  in  Leslie  was  Wsdker.  .Vlleii  A- 
C  o.'s  private  bank  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kiiinse\-  was 
one  of  its  organizers.  Later  the  National  Bank  of 
Leslie  was  organized  with  him  as  A'iee-President.  a 
p<isition  he  retained  until   in    August,    IM83.   when 
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he  was  elected  President  of  the  bniik.  He  remain- 
ed in  that  cai)acitv  until  January,  1HH7,  when  the 
bank  surrendered  its  charter  and  was  organized  as 
the  People's  Bank  with  our  suiiject  as  President. 
He  is  studious  in  matters  relating  to  his  profession 
and  has  made  it  his  life  habit  to  do  thorough  and 
systematic  reading,  both  professional  and  miscel- 
laneous. He  has  a  good  private  lilirarv  and  from 
that  and  other  sources  has  kept  liiraself  aljreast 
of  the  times  upon  all  current  topics,  especially 
those  pertaining  to  economic,  social  and  political 
welfare.  He  is  a  typical  self-made  man,  liaving 
commenced  in  life  with  no  other  capital  than  a 
clear  head  and  willing  hands,  and  may  feel  justly 
proud  of  the  success  which  he  has  attained. 

The  first  Presidential  vote  deposited  by  Mi-. 
Kumsey  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864  and  he 
is  still  a  strong  Republican  and  a  leader  in  the 
p.arty.  In  every  campaign  since  he  became  a  voter 
he  has  been  active  for  the  political  princijjles  of  his 
adoption,  yet  he  is  aloof  from  party  prejudice  and 
allows  it  to  have  no  weight  in  his  social  and  Inisi- 
ness  relations.  His  varied  experience  long  ago 
taught  him  to  accord  to  others  the  same  enjoyment 
of  opinion  which  he  demands  for  himself.  He  is 
especially  qualified  for  public  life,  and  this  fact 
being  recognized  by  his  fellow-citizens  he  has  been 
called  to  several  important  and  responsible  posi- 
tions. For  several  years  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  of  Leslie,  and  for  fifteen 
years  he  was  on  the  School  Board. 

In  1884  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kumsey  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Ingham  County  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  and  was  re-elected  to  the  House  of 
1887-88.  During  both  sessions  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Cleans,  and  was 
ever  found  faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  constit- 
uency. He  came  within  four  votes  of  being  made 
Speaker  of  the  House  in  1887.  He  has  never  as- 
pired to  office,  and  in  fact,  the  positions  filled  by 
him  have  always  been  accepted  reluctantly  and 
almost  forced  on  him.  He  is  a  genial  companion 
and  a  man  of  fine  physique.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a 
Knight  Templar.  In  his  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Baptist,  although  he  is  not  connected  with  the 
church.     In   1872    he    and  Arnold    AValker   built 


twenty-two  miles  of  the  Detroit  A:  Bay   City   Rail- 
road fi'om  Vassar  to  Bay  City,  ]Mich. 

On  ]\Iay  1.5.  18(i;i.  the  interesting  ceremony  w.as 
performed  which  united  in  marriage  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Kumsey  and  Miss  llattie  X.  Wickwire.  The  liride 
w.as  l)0rn  in  Akron,  Ki'ie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Rensselaer  and  Sarah  (M  liii)ple)  Wick- 
wire, natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  .'ind  \cr- 
mont.  Her  father  still  survives  at  the  venerable 
•age  of  eighty-six  years,  but  the  mother  died  in 
February.  1891,  aged  eighty-two.  The  elegant 
home  of  our  subject  .and  his  wife  was  lirightened 
by  the  presence  of  two  children,  one  of  whom — 
Kdward  M. — died  when  seventeen  years  old.  The 
daughter,  Fannie  M.,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  II.a\aies, 
of  Leslie. 


ft 
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"^f^AMES  W.  TWAITS,  Jr.  Many  of  the 
most  able  and  eHicient  business  and  profes- 
sional men  of  Michigan  are  English  by 
liirth  and  parentage,  but  have  made  them- 
selves by  training  and  in  their  sympathies  tlior- 
ovighly  American.  We  have  small  appreciation 
of  those  who  come  to  Amei'iea  from  f(n'eign  lands, 
and  retaining  all  their  Old- World  prejudices  and 
notions,  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the  interests 
and  institutitms  of  our  country,  refusing  to  be 
naturalized  or  to  help  in  conducting  and  improv- 
ing, according  to  their  best  judgment,  our  public 
affairs;  but  to  those  who  come  here,  realizing  that 
this  a  composite  coiuitry  and  that  we  were  all  once 
foreigners,  yet  seeing  the  grandeur  and  aiipreciat- 
ing  the  spirit  of  Americanism,  and  having  the  full 
intent  to  become  one  of  us,  we  give  a  most  hearty 
welcome. 

Mr.  Twaits,  who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  North  Lansing,  is  such  a  man.  He  was 
boni  in  Norfolk,  England,  December  1.  1849. 
His  father,  James  W.  Twaits,  and  grandfather, 
James,  were  both  natives  of  England,  who  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  France  and  the  Huguenots. 
Their  ancestors  escaped   from  France   by  crossing 
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'  le  channel  in  boats,  and  finally,  after  generations 
of  living  in  England,  liave  sent  some  representa- 
tives to  Anieric-a.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  an  officer  in  the  English  navy,  and  one 
of  his  sons  was  also  witli  him  in  that  line  of 
service. 

Tlie  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  a  baker  l)y  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  early 
life.  He  flnallj"  decided  to  locate  permanently  in 
this  country,  and  brouglit  his  wife  and  family  with 
him.  Before  coming  here  he  became  mixed  up 
with  the  Chartist  party,  and  the  British  soldiers 
surrounded  the  building  where  they  held  their 
meeting,  to  arrest  the  delegates,  but  he  with  a  few 
others  made  his  escape.  Later,  however,  he  was 
arrested,  and  after  undergoing  an  examination,  he 
was  put  under  surveillance  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. This  grated  u[)on  the  feelings  of  the 
lionest  and  sturdy  P>nglislinian.  and  he  made 
up  his  mind  that  in  America  he  would  find 
larger  liberty  and  a  right  to  exercise  his  own 
opinions. 

The  senior  3Ir.  Tw.nits  located  in  Cleveland,  and 
took  a  position  to  nui  on  tlie  lake  as  cook.  After 
several  years'  experience  in  this  line,  he  had  man- 
aged to  gain  a  knowledge  of  lumber,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  Harmon  &  Crowl,  lumber  dealers, 
taking  the  position  of  lumber  inspector.  He  soon 
took  charge  of  the  yards  at  St.  Charles,  Mich.,  as 
inspector,  and  followed  it  there  for  ,n  number  of 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Saginaw,  where  he 
still  resides  and  is  in  the  same  line  of  work,  al- 
though he  is  past  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  is 
a  man  of  strictly  temperate  habits,  and  has  ever 
been  iu  favor  of  all  movements  in  this  line.  He 
is  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Leggett;  she  died  in  Sagi- 
naw at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  having  been 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  oldest  now  living.  After  her  death 
Mr.  Twaits  married  for  his  second  wife  a  Mrs. 
Mason . 

The  suljject  of  our  sketch  wa>  so  young  when 
he  came  to  this  country  that  he  remembers  only 
two  or  three  incidents  of  his  life  in  Merrie  Eng- 
land.    The    passage    across    the   Atlantic   Ocean, 


which  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel,  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  his  mind,  as  it  was  a  long  trip, 
and  the  winds  and  waves  were  boisterous.  He 
was  reared  in  Cleveland  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  aliout  six  years,  when  the  family  removed  to 
St.  Charles,  Mich.,  and  in  l«s,')  they  came  to  East 
Saginaw,  where  he  faitlifully  attended  the  city 
schools,  and  was  within  a  few  weeks  of  graduation 
at  tlie  High  School  when  he  ceased  his  studies.  He 
was  not  much  more  than  thirteen  years  old  when 
he  began  "hustling  for  himself,"  and  has  been  ever 
since. 

The  youth  now  became  clerk  in  the  post-offlceat 
East  Saginaw  under  Hon.  DeWitt  C.  Gage,  ex- 
Secrctary  of  State,  and  after  three  years'  service 
he  came,  in  the  fall  of  1K(5M,  to  work  at  Lansing 
for  the  corporation  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  l)ut  which  was  then 
called  the  .Tackson,  Lansing  it  Saginaw  Hailroad. 
He  continued  in  their  employ  for  some  three  or 
four  years,  and_  then  served  various  parties  as  book- 
keeper, being  at  different  times  in  the  estal)lishment 
of  ^Ir.  A.  Turner,  with  ,1.  E.  Warner  (fc  Co.,  and  J. 
F.  Sciuiltz  &  Co. 

It  was  not  until  a  yeai-  before  this  young  man 
became  a  clerk  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
Library  that  he  became  interested  in  legal  matters, 
and  determined  to  turn  his  attention  and  energies 
in  that  direction.  In  the  sjjring  of  1886  he  was 
given  the  entire  charge  of  that  department  of  the 
lilirary.  lie  began  to  study  under  C.  F.  Hammond, 
and  finished  in  the  law  (le])artment  of  tlie  State 
Library,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  .June  U), 
1887,  receiving  liberty  to  practice  as  an  attorney, 
solicitor  and  counselor  in  all  the  courts  of  Michi- 
gan, his  admission  being  granted  by  Hon.  .lames 
V.  Campbell,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  after  examination  by  a  committee  of  attor- 
neys in  open  court.  He  continued  as  clerk  in  the 
library  until  May  15,  1891,  when  he  retired  from 
that  position  that  he  might  devote  himself  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  Lansing.  He  has  built  for  his 
family  a  beautiful  home  at  Xo.  627  Cedar  Street. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  name  in  maidenhood  <if 
Lizzie  Price,  was  lioiii  in  L;iiising.  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John  K.  Price,  who  was  a  Captain  in 
the  army   during  the   Civil  War.     More    may  be 
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learned  of  this  interesting  family  in  the  sketch  of 
C'apt.  Price,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
Album.  This  lady,  wlio  became  Mrs.  Twaits  May 
25,  1882,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lansing  High  School 
and  taught  in  different  places  in  Michigan  for  a 
number  of  years  before  lier  marriage.  Both  she 
and  her  excellent  husband  take  an  earnest  interest 
in  all  matters  of  education,  and  he  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board.  Two'children  have  blessed 
this  home — Bessie  E.  and  Ford  .1. 

A  number  of  the  social  orders  claim  Mr.  Twaits 
in  their  membership,  as  he  lielongs  to  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Ro.yal  Arcanum,  and  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  l)ut  is 
not  now  an  active  one.  He  is  a  true-blue  Repub- 
lican, and  beside.s  being  a  member  of  the  City  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  the  County  CVjmmitlee.  is 
Chairman  of  the  First  Ward  City  Committee  and 
a  frequent  delegate  to  county  and  State  conven- 
tions. He  is  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  and 
enterprise  and  libeial  and  broad  in  liis  thought 
and  life.  His  lovely  wife  is  a  pr<imiiicnt  mem- 
ber of  social  circles  in  Lansing  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Churcli. 


J  fci  »  I     I'll 


I  '  ■  I  'I  J^^-r^Tto 


1?^  ANIEL  BARRINCER.    The  beautiful  cap- 
I    )]j  ital  of  Alichigan,  with    its   stately  ]iu);)lic 
j^Jr'^     buildings,  its   business   streets  lined  witli 
^  liandsome  stores  and   manufactories,  and 

its  avenues  of  beautiful  homes  where  dwell  the  in- 
tellect, wit  and  beauty  of  the  city,  resembles  on 
the  map  nothing  so  much  as  a  fat  spider  with  nu- 
merous legs  of  railway  sprawling  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  fact  of  its  being  a  railroad  center  is  to 
a  student  of  ethics  a  most  impoitant  item,  for  it 
proves  the  place  to  lie  an  important  nianufiictur- 
ing  as  well  as  distributive  point,  where  the  brawn 
and  sinew  tliat  make  the  social  structiue  integrally 
strong  is  to  be  found.  ( )f  the  men  who  have  worked 
with  the  >ingle  view  to  the  upbuilding  and  sup- 
port of  tlie  city,  none  are  more  deserving  of  credit 
than  he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
XJnassuming  and  simi)le.  doing  conscientiously  his 


best  in  his  own  line  of  business,  at  the  same  time 
he  lias  alw.ays  held  a  Inoad  outlook  over  general 
imi)rovement  and  evolution,  never  omitting  to 
say  the  word  that  would  cast  the  balance  in  favor 
of  Lansing. 

Mr.  Barringer,  who  by  birth  owes  allegiance  to 
England,  is  well  .and  favorably  known  in  L.ansing 
as  being  the  etticient  incumbent  of  the  position  of 
Deputy  City  Treasurer.  He  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  in  this  capacity.  He  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex, P^ngland,  in  the  Parish  of  Hillingdon, 
January  25,  184;».  His  father,  Daniel  Barringer 
Sr.,  was  a  nati\'e  of  the  same  coimtry.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade  and  died  in  his  native  land. 
The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Ooodall,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of 
]Middlesex,  England. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  New 
Market,  Canada,  arriving  here  in  the  spring  of 
1865.  He  lirst  was  in  tlu'  employ  of  a  Mr.  Buck, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  caliinet- 
niaker.  lie  liegan  at  the  f(H)t  of  the  ladder  but 
worked  his  way  u|)  to  the  position  of  foreman, 
and  continued  in  that  i]osition  for  eight  years, 
superintending  the  entire  shop.  In  the  .spring  of 
1888  he  was  elected  City  Treasurer  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  officiated  in  this  capacity  for  two 
years.  In  1 «',)(!  ln'  became  Deputy  Treasurer,  and 
since  thus  employed  his  time  has  been  entirely  oe- 
ctijiied  by  attention  to  his  official  duties. 

After  thoroughly  establishing  himself  in  bu>i- 
ne^s  in  the  city,  our  subject  found  life  incomplete 
without  a  home,  .and  in  1874  he  (>stablislied  a  do- 
me>tic  relation,  placing  over  his  house  as  sover- 
eign ruler  Miss  Sai'ah  Patten.  Their  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  1H74.  The  lady  was  born  in  Hamil- 
ton. Canada,  but   w.as  reared    and    educated    here. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Barringer  has  served  as  Al- 
derman in  the  city — from  1883  to  1887  inclusive — 
and  for  one  year  he  held  the  chair  as  Pre.'*ident 
p7-o  tern.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Foresters,  and  has  associated  himself  with  the 
Ivnights  of  Labor,  in  which  order  he  is  a  Past  Mas- 
ter Workman,  and  has  been  Representative  to  the 
State  bodies  of  the  said  orders.  Politically  lie 
fraternizes  witli  the    I  Jeniorratic   party    .and    is  one 
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of  the  best  representatives  of  that  political  body  in 
this  city,  l)eino;  noted  for  his  integrity  and  adher- 
ence to  principle  rather  than  to  party  prejudice. 
Mr.  Barrinirer  is  a  most  enterprising!;  ijentleman, 
and  is  liberal  and  broad-minded  both  in  his  social 
and  political  relations. 


— }-- 


^^>-^¥r<W 


COJ^ 


^Y/OSEPH  R.  LAROSE.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  partner  with  ^Ir.  Voiselle  in  the  deco- 
rating and  fi-escoing  business,  exhibits  some 
/  of  the  finest  traits  of  the  l^'rench  nation, 
from  which  he  has  sprung.  His  marked  intelli- 
gence, acumen  and  shrewdness,  his  facility  in  lan- 
guage and  the  taste  wliich  lie  has  displayed  in 
business  all  mark  him  as  belonging  to  the  French 
people,  lie  was  born  in  Oswego,  N,  Y,,  JMay  22, 
lH;jO,  and  his  father,  whose  name  was  Francis 
Xavier.  was  a  native  of  Quebec,  while  his  grand- 
father, Fournie  De  Larose,  was  a  native  of  France. 
The  father  dni|)ped  the  title,  and  as  the  grand- 
father died  in  (Quebec  some  years  ago,  the  prefix  is 
now  extinct. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  a  ship  carpenter, 
wlio  learned  his  trade  in  youth  and  located  at  Os- 
wego, where  he  was  engaged  in  Iniilding  the  canal 
boats,  and  at  various  times  was  working  at  his 
trade  in  Buffalo,  Toledo,  IVIilwaukee,  Chicago  and 
(Quebec,  lie  also  took  contracts  to  build  bridges, 
mills  and  houses,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  in 
Tro.\',  N.  Y,,  althougli  he  had  passed  some  time  at 
Portland,  Me,,  and  was  in  the  I'nited  .States  serv- 
ice in  the  Department  of  Engineers  and  Mechanics 
all  through  the  war.  When  he  passed  away,  in 
187;j,  he  had  com[)leted  fifty-three  years  of  life. 

The  mother  of  our  suliject,  Leonore  De  Lisle  liy 
name,  was  boni  in  <^uebee,  her  father.  Antonias 
De  Lisle,  being  a  farmer.  She  died  in  Troy  and 
left  tliirteen  cliiklren,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  six  are  still  living.  The  son  of  whom 
we  are  writing  was  in  Milwaukee  from  the  age  of 
four  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ten,  and  then  was 
in  (Quebec  for  some  years,  being  educated  in  Eng- 
lish, Cerman  and  French,     When  eleven  years  old 


he  was  ajiprenticed  to  the  painter's  trade,  and  after 
four  years  of  service  he  went  to  Troy.  When  only 
sixteen  years  old  he  was  so  good  a  woikman  as  to 
receive  ^2.;')0  a  day.  He  traveled  and  found  work 
in  various  cities,  visiting  Savannah,  (ia,,and  after- 
ward Detroit,  In  December,  1877,  he  came  to 
Lansing,  Ingham  Connty,  and  was  employed  u|)on 
the  State  Capitol.  Here  he  worked  with  Mr.  ^'oi- 
selle,  as  they  two  did  all  the  best  work  in  the  fresco- 
ing of  this  magnificent  building,  after  which  they 
formed  a  iiartnership.  which  still  stands. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Larose,  which  is  at 
Xo.  719  Allegan  Street,  is  presided  over  most  gra- 
ciously by  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  Detroit 
in  1876.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Melvina 
Hobarge,  and  her  liirthplace  was  Queliec,  although 
she  grew  to  wom.anhood  in  Detroit.  They  have 
three  lovely  children — Mary  Maud,  E!rvy  Emerson 
and  Edith  Rose.  Mr.  Larose  belongs  to  the  order 
of  the  Royal  ^Vrcanum,  and  both  he  and  his  part- 
ner are  members  of  the  National  Builders'  Ex- 
change and  f)f  the  Master  Painters  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  association  Mr.  Larose  is  Sergeant 
at  Arms.  Like  his  partner,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democracy,  and  like  him  does  not  take  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  being  content  to  cast  his  vote 
according  to  his  conscience  and  best  judgment. 


m^^m 


S3si£20- 


siy^so~ 


EORGE  A,  EAHLE.  Our  subject  is  a  man 
who  has  had  much  experience  in  various 
directions  although  he  is  C(jmjiaratively  a 
young  man.  Few  men  fall  into  a  position  at  the 
outset  of  their  career  which  is  suited  to  them  in 
every  way,  and  few  men  really  settle  down  to  the 
serious  business  of  life,  making  anything  of  it  that 
in  the  least  resembles  a  success,  until  they  are  about 
forty  years  of  age.  It  is  no  sign  that  because  a 
young  man  changes  his  occupation  that  he  is  vacil- 
lating by  nature,  for  he  who  knows  how  to  get 
out  of  a  wrong  position  ami  one  to  which  he  is  not 
adapted, shows  more  discretion  lliaii  he  who,  know- 
ing he  has  made  a  mistake,  is  too  stubborn  to  ac- 
knowledge it  by  making  a  change.     Previous  ty 
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settling  down  in  his  present  Incrative  and  larue 
business  Mr.  J^nrle  occupied  liimself  in  various 
ways,  and  in  each  he  gained  an  experience  tliat 
will  be  of  value  to  him  in  the  treneral  current  of 
commercial  life.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  tirni 
Earle  &  Lewis,  the  largest  hardware  liouse  in  the 
city  of  ALason,  Ingham  County. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Ontariii.  March  20,  18.');5. 
He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Jane  (Maxon)  Earle,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York  and  tlie  latter  of 
Canada.  Our  stibjecfs  boyliood  days  were  spent 
on  a  farm,  and  from  the  district  school  in  the  neigh- 
liorhuod  he  w.as  early  trained  in  the  bianches  com- 
mon to  an  Englisli  education.  After  he  liad  finished 
school  he  liegan  for  liinisclf,  first  engaging  in  teach- 
ing, but  he  soon  found  he  was  not  adapted  to  this 
worli.  He  then  followed  raihoading,  being  station 
agent  on  the  Michigan  Central  road  for  a  numher 
of  years.  He  tlien  w.as  a  partnei-  in  an  elevator 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
lie  beg.an  clerking  in  tlie  hardware  store  in  which 
he  is  now  a  partner.  He  was  thus  engaged  for 
about  three  months  when  lie  became  a  pai'tiicr 
under  the  firm  name  of  DuBois  A-  Earle.  lie  has 
ever  since  remained  in  the  firm,  it  lieing  now  run 
under  tlie  name  of  Earle  Ar  Lewis,  Mr.  Lewis 
having  purchased  Mr.  DuBois"  interest  .June  1. 
1891,  The  firm  cany  a  very  good  stock  of  hard- 
ware and  fanning  impk'inents,  the  latter  being  of 
the  latest  and  most  approved  styles. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Xoveiii- 
ber.  1887,  to  Miss  Mary  Seeley,  a  dauu'hter  of  Col. 
John  and  Caroline  (Frederick)  Seeley.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Ingham  County,  in  .June,  I8(!2.  Hy  this 
marriage  one  little  girl  has  made  her  advent  into 
the  household  and  is  one  of  the  most  important 
members  therein.  lier  name  is  Earnestine  and  she 
was  born  in  M.ason  December  2(5,  1KH9.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  Repuliliean  in  politics  and  has  (mce  been 
Alderman  in  the  first  ward  of  the  town.  He  filled 
the  position  of  City  Clerk  for  two  years,  and  is  now 
Supervisor  of  the  Second  ^Vard. 

Mr.  Earle  is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  tweh-e 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living.  I'our 
brothers  reside  in  this  State.  John  runs  a  liakery 
in  Owosso.  Charles  <and  Frank  run  a  bakery  in 
Adrian,  and  James  is  in   a   bakerv  at  Flint.     Mr, 


Earle's  mother  still  survives,  making  her  home  in 
Canada.  His  father  died  in  1878.  Mr.  Earle  is 
one  of  the  brightest  and  most  progressive  liusiness 
men  of  Mason  and  well  deserves  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  citizens  wliicli  are  reposed  in  him. 
The  oltices  that  lie  has  held  in  the  gift  of  the  town- 
ship have  been  conferred  by  reason  of  his  superior 
intelligence  and  his  good  executive  ability,  and 
that  confidence  lias  never  been  found  to  have  been 
misplaced. 


J^J. 
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OB  T.  CAMPBELL,  w.as  liorn  in  the  town- 
ship of  Onondaga,  Ingham  County,  .Inly  9. 
185;"(,  and  is  a  son  of  ^Larsh.all  and  Alalia 
Cam|il)ell.  who  moved  to  thai  township  fiom 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1850.  At  the  tender  age  of 
seven  years  he  suffered  the  loss  (jf  his  mother 
who  died  in  lxi>2.  and  tlie  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  which  he  was  one,  was  soon  scattered.  At 
twelve  years  of  age  he  began  the  woik  of  maintain- 
ing himself,  and  was  engaged  b\-  the  month  in 
working  uiion  a  farm  during  the  summer  and  in 
the  winter  he  attended  district  school,  working  be- 
fore and  after  lioui>  in  ordei-  to  pay  for  his  hoard, 
his  first  six  months'  work  bringing  him  §42. 

In  December,  187;5,  our  subject  went  to  Krie 
('ouiity,  N.  v..  and  tlii'ie  dwelt  one  year,  diiiintj 
which  he  s])ent  three  months  in  school  in  a  district 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Transit  road,  and  during 
five  mtmtlis  of  that  year  he  was  engaged  in  work 
on  North  Buffalo  dock,  handling  wood  and  coal  foi' 
the  firm  of  Chester  it  Ksser,  and  the  remaining  four 
months  he  was  employed  .-is  ;in  a]ipreiilice  inolder 
ill  the  .Malleable  Iron  Works  of  Pratt  A- Letchworth 
ill  that  city.  The  financially  hard  winter  of  187-1 
and  1875  reduced  wages  to  such  a  degree  that  he 
could  not  earn  his  lioard  there,  and  he  returned  to 
^Michigan  and  was  emiiloyed  .as  a  hired  hand  on 
different  farms,  as  before  spending  lii>  winters  in 
attendance  at  the  district  schools. 

In  the  winters  of  187^  and  1S7!).  he  taught 
school  at  the  brick  school  house  three  miles  east  of 
Eaton  Rapids,  and  June    27,   1879,  he  graduated 
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from  Leslie  Iligli  Soliool  after  eight  months  .si)ent 
at  different  times  at  tlie  institution.  In  tlie  spring 
of  1880,  he  was  apijointed  Deputy  Clerk  of  Ing- 
ham ('<mntv,  wliieh  position  he  held  for  three  years, 
having  full  charge  of  the  oftice  for  two  years, 
while  his  principal  ('.  V.  Walker,  was  engaged  ex- 
ofticio.  as  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Lansing. 
April  1(),  1883,  Mr.  Campl)ell  l)eearae  the  owner 
and  [lublisher  of  the  Leslie  Local,  published  at  the 
village  of  Leslie.  He  was  very  successful  in  this 
venture,  and  August  'iO,  188(),  more  tlian  three 
years  after  he  had  purchased  the  paper,  he  sold 
out  his  business  at  a  largely  advanced  price.  Soon 
thereafter  he  purchased  the  Pinckney  Despatch  of 
Livingston  County.  This  he  sold  in  .lanuary  1888 
and  then  entered  the  Law  School  at  Ann  Arljor, 
having  given  considerable  attention  to  the  study 
of  law  during  iiis  other  occupations. 

After  spending  five  months  nt  Ann  Ail)oi',  he  of 
whom  we  write  returned  to  Mason  where  he  was 
admitted  to  tlie  bar  by  .ludge  Krastus  Peck,  .lune 
19,  188;).  lie  practiced  his  profession  very  suc- 
cessfully at  .Mason,  until  November  11,  1889,  when 
finding  newspaper  work  more  congenial  and  an  op- 
portunity offering  itself  lie  imrchased  the  Ingham 
County  Newx,  a  pioneer  paper  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  county,  and  this  he  now  publishes  most 
successfully.  June  16,  1884,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
married  to  Miss  Eva  M.Huntington, of  Mason.  She 
was  born  in  that  city  October  21,  18.59.  Her  father, 
Collins  I).  Huntington,  was  born  at  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  Februaiy  2.5,  1831,  and  came  to  Ingham 
County  in  his  boyhood.  He  is  a  member  of  one 
tJie  oldest  and  best  known  families  in  this  county. 
Mrs.  Campbell's  mother,  Margaret  (Lewis)  Hunt- 
ington, was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec- 
ember 31,  1834,  and  came  tii  ^Michigan  with  licr 
parents  who  settled  in  lugliam  County,  when  but 
tliree  years  of  age.  They  were  married-  .March 
2(),  18,54.  Mrs.  Campbell  is  one  of  the  most  busy 
and  industrious  little  housewives,  and  a  decided 
helpmate  to  the  subject  of  tiiis  sketch.  Wherever 
their  home  has  been  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  tlie  people  who  have  tendered  him  important 
positicms  of  trust. 

In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  Campbell  was  nominated 
by  the  Hepublicans  to  the  office  of   County   Clerk. 


He  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  but  with  all  the 
others  was  defeated  by  a  combination  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic and  Greenback  parties  of  the  county.  While 
a  resident  of  Leslie,  he  was  three  times  elected 
Clerk  of  the  township,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  village  for  a  time,  and  was 
at  the  time  of  his  removal,  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  May  17,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  of  Ingham  County  by  Gov. 
Luce,  the  term  of  office  expiring  December  31,  1890. 
At  the  present  time  our  subject  is  President  of  the 
Mason  Board  of  Education,  and  Supervisor  of  the 
First  Ward  of  that  city,  having  been  elected  to  the 
former  position  September  2,  1889,  and  to  the  lat- 
ter April  6.    1891. 

Socially  his  associates  testify  to  his  usefulness 
and  draw  upon  him  in  many  ways.  He  is  Master 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  a  trustee  of  the  first  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  JNIason,  and  has  for  years  been 
active  in  forwaiding  Sunday-school  woik.  While 
people  of  the  vicinity  frequently  call  him  out  for 
public  addre.s,ses  on  social,  memorial  and  patriotic 
occasions.  Since  leaving  home  as  a  boy,  he  has 
been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources, 
and  the  good  practical  education  he  enjoys  has 
been  obtained  at  the  expense  of  many  privations 
and  hard  knocks. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  here  to  give  a  short  sketch  t>f 
our  subject's  father,  Marshall  Campbell.  He  was 
born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  October  13,  1808,  and 
is  still  living,  now  a  resident  of  Onondaga,  Ingham 
County.  His  father  was  Matthew  Campbell,  born 
ill  1779.  who  was  left  an  orphan  at  a  very  tender 
age,  having  had  but  little  recollection  of  his  ])arents. 
Marshall  Camiibell's  mother  was  Catherine  Boyer, 
who  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  and 
who  was  one  of  a  large  family  whose  members  and 
connections  are  .scattered  throughout  the  State,  and 
whose  ancestors  emigrated  from  l'ru.ssia  soon  after 
Penn  's  Treaty.  .Matthew  Campbell  was  early  bound 
out  as  an  ai))irentii'e  to  learn  the  manufacture  of 
spinning  wheels,  and  served  such  apprenticeshij) 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  the  year 
1800,  he  started  out  in  life  for  him.self,  working 
hard  at  his  trade  and  in  1807  was  married  to  the 
above  named  Catherine  Boyer.  As  man  and  wife 
they  struggled  hard  for  a   fortune  but  the  passing 
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years  brought  them  but  little  and  in  1825,  with 
Marshall  and  seven  other  children,  they  emigra- 
ted to  Williamsville,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  arrived  after  a  hard  jaunt  of  fourteen  days 
over  the  hills  and  mountains.  In  1827,  Marshall 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
several  years.  In  1831,  he  went  back  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  taught  school  that  winter  at  a  place 
called  Skippackville,  near  Sumneytown.  He  was 
a  Baptist  in  faith,  but  from  the  Dun kards  and  Qua- 
kers who  lived  there,  he  imbibed  a  more  libei'al 
view  of  Christianity  than  he  ever  before  had,  and 
has  ever  since  believed  that  where  true  and 
living  faith  exists,  there  is  the  Church  of  God. 

In  1832,  Marshall  Campbell  began  clerking  for  a 
coal,  lumber  and  produce  dealer  on  Schuylkill 
Canal,  but  that  year  the  Asiatic  cholera  made  its 
first  appearance  on  this  continent,  and  was  particu- 
larly severe  at  Philadelphia  Mr.  Campbell  was  taken 
sick  and  fearing  the  results  he  went  to  his  home 
in  New  York.  He  soon  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
however,  and  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle  Dan- 
iel Boyer  a  general  merchant  at  Boyerstown.  From 
there  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  keeper  of  the 
poor  house  of  that  county,  keeping  the  books  of 
the  institution  and  looking  after  the  wants  of  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  jjaupers.  He  was  there  about 
five  yeais,  and  was  during  that  time  married  to 
Miss  Maria  Boyer. 

In  1841.  the  young  couple  moved  to  Black  Rock 
now  known  as  North  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  cooper  and  in  the  meantime 
discharged  the  duties  of  village  and  township 
Clerk.  In  1850  they  came  tO  Ingham  County,  Mich, 
and  settled  on  land  in  Onondaga,  where  they  built 
a  log  house  and  cleared  up  a  good  home.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  them,  whose  names  in  ordei' 
of  ages  are  as  follows:  Boyer  H.,  Catherine,  Sarah, 
Daniel,  INIatthew,  "William,  Homer  II.,  Angeliiie, 
Charlotte,  Job  T.,  Marshall  L.  and  Maria.  They 
are  all  still  living  witli  the  exception  of  Matthew, 
who  was  drowned  in  the  Kankakee  River,  in  Ill- 
inois, March  9,  1890,  and  Maria  (Mrs.  Davis),  who 
died  in  Leslie  Township,  February  16,  1891. 

After  the  family  came  to  Michigan  they  dwelt 
happily  and  prosperously  at  the  homestead  until 
the  death  of  the  mother  in   October,   1862.  whose 


cares,  augmented  by  the  enlistment  of  her  three 
eldest  sons  in  the  Rebellion,  bore  her  to  her  grave 
and  deprived  the  family  of  her  whom  they  most 
needed.  The  three  sons  served  through  the  War 
and  returned  but  from  the  hour  of  their  going  and 
the  death  of  their  mother,  the  family  was  scattered 
forever  on  earth.  Mr.  Campbell  afterward  married 
Mrs.  Vashti  Cochran,  who  is  still  living  and  who 
brought  with  her  to  the  family  a  daughter,  Ella.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  hard  work  but  a  good  example 
to  all.  Honesty  and  industry  are  his  virtues  and 
in  his  declining  years,  he  looks  with  pride  and  aff- 
ection upon  his  remaining  children  and  hopes  for  a 
blessed  futurity.  Within  his  recollections  are  the 
Wars  of  1812,  1845  and  1861,  and  wherever  he 
could  by  thought,  deed  or  sacrifice,  he  has  exercised 
a  noble  patriotism.  In  the  Township  of  Onondaga, 
where  his  hard  woi'k  for  his  countj^  was  done,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Township  Board  for  many 
years,  and  as  an  early  Justice  of  the  Peace,  settled 
many  a  controversy  between  his  neighbors.  By 
working  at  his  trade,  and  making  his  adz  and  ham- 
mer ring  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  ten 
o'clock  during  the  winter,  and  on  the  farm  from 
daylight  until  dark  during  the  summer,  he  succeeded 
in  rearing  his  family  to  take  care  of  themselves 
and  in  paying  for  the  farm  purchase.  At  the  age 
of  eighty-three  he  is  still  hale  and  hard  at  work. 


^  ARTIN  J.  STABLER.     The   future  of   ouj- 
great   commonwealth    depends   upon    the 
'A  stability  and   integrity  of  the  young  peo- 
'*'  pie  of  to-day,  and    among   those   who  are 

contril)uting  to  the  general  progress  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  these  paragraphs  and 
whose  life  thus  far  has  been  crowned  with  success. 
One  of  the  young  and  enterprising  agriculturists 
of  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County,  his  pleasant 
estate  is  located  on  section  7,  where  he  is  the  for- 
tunate owner  of  seventy-six  acres  of  fine  land.  He 
has  embellished  his  farm  with  a  commodious  resi- 
dence of  modern  style  of  architecture,  and  elegantly 
furnished  with   everything  that  can   contribute  to 
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till'  ciiiiit'iirl  i)t'  tlio  household.  'Sir.  Stabler  devotes 
coiis^ideralilf  attention  lo  the  breeding  of  stock  and 
has  large  barns  and  t;ood  stabling,  as  well  as  other 
outl)uildings  whieli  a  |irogressive  fanner  now 
deems  essential  to  the  projier  management  of  his 
estate. 

Mr.  Stabler  is  now  in  the  early  prime  of  life. 
lia\'ing  been  born  .Tanuarv  28,  18()().  Ilis  parents. 
Charles  and  liarbara  (liollei)  StabU-r.  wt-re  natives 
of  Germany,  and  possessed  those  (pialities  of  tlirift 
and  energy  whieh  are  i>iominent  eliaraeteristies  of 
that  uati<.>n.  Abont  tlie  year  of  isin  they  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  immediately  after  landing 
proceeded  to  ]\Iicliigan  and  settled  in  Ann  Arbor. 
That  city  then  bore  liut  few  indications  of  its 
present  high  development  and  was  only  a  little 
hamlet  in  the  midst  of  uncultivated  surroundings. 
After  residing  there  three  years  the  parents  re- 
moved to  Lansing,  where  Jlartin  .1..  of  this  sketcli, 
was  born.  He  is  proud  to  claim  the  capital  city 
as  hi>  liirlli))lace  and  now  ranks  among  the  most 
induential  native-born  citizens  of  Ingham  County. 

At  the  age  of  three  years  our  subject  accom- 
panied liis  parents  in  thcii-  reino\al  to  Clintcm 
County,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  of  which  he  is  making 
practical  use.  and  kee|)ing  thoroughl\  posted  upon 
all  events  of  interest  he  ranks  among  the  well-in- 
foimed  men  of  the  I'omniunity.  Until  he  was 
twenty-four  years  of  age  he  woi-ked  for  his  father, 
in  the  meantime  accjuiring  habits  of  thrift  and 
prudence.  On  October  4.  18M;5,  he  washaitpih' 
married  to  the  la<ly  wlio  now  gracefully  presides 
over  his  household.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  L.  Burke  and  is  the  daughter  of  .lohn  and 
Elenora  liurke,  natives  of  (Tcrniany.  In  that 
country  Mrs.  Stabler  was  born  Septeml)er  3,  18(J1, 
and  thence  at  the  age  of  four  years  she  accompanied 
her  parents  to  the  New  World.  They  .sojourned 
in  Ohio  until  1X72,  when  they  removed  to  Clinton 
County.  Mich.,  whei-e  they  still  reside.  One  child 
lias  lieen  liorn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Stabler,  a  daughter, 
Flori'nce  E.,  who  was  born  May  l(J,  1887. 

Always  interested  in  every  movement  calculated 
lo  a<lvauce  the  general  welfai'e  of  the  county,  Mr. 
Stabler  feels  that  the  best  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth are  subserved  liy  the  Republican   jtarty  and 


his  vote  and  sympathies  are  usually  with  the  can- 
didates pledged  to  the  princii)les  of  that  party. 
Realizing  his  ability  his  fellow-citizens  have  often 
called  upon  him  to  aid  in  the  carrying  on  of  pub- 
lic affairs  and  these  duties  he  has  always  discharged 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  lie  was  Treasurer  of 
Lansing  Township  two  years  and  was  there  as  else- 
where faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  and 
his  amiable  wife  are  members  of  the  (ierman  Meth- 
odist Church  and  enjoy  the  esteem  of  tho.se  who 
have  been  associated  with  them  since  tliey  first  lo- 
cated on  .section  7. 


>**»^  ETH   A.   PADDOCK.     One    of    the    repre- 
li^     sentative  men  of   M.ason,  Ingham  County, 


whose  liiiancial  growth  has  been  synony- 
mous with  the  history  and  growth  of  the  town 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  i.S  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  and  who  is  so  intimately  connected  with 
many  of  its  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  S.  ,\.  Paddock  iV  Son,  dealer.s  in  lumber,  lime, 
coal,  etc..  and  also  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Company 
of  Paddt)ck  it  Henderson.  Mr.  I'addock  has  a 
charming  home  in  the  city  that  is  made  ideal  by 
the  presence  of  his  gracious  and  lovely  wife,  and 
the  love  that  is  .slied  between  the  members  of  the 
family,  and  the  appreciation  of  e.ach  individual 
effort  to  bring  about  the  happiness  and  content  of 
others. 

Seth  .\.  Paddock  was  born  in  Commerce  Town- 
ship. Oakland  County,  Mich.,  January  (>,  1836.  He 
is  the  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Huldah  M.  (Gates) 
Paddock,  both  natives  of  Herkimer  County,  N. 
Y.  They  came  to  Oakland  County  in  1834. 
The  head  of  the  family  was  a  merchant  and  miller. 
He  built  the  flourishing  mills  in  Oakland  County 
and  after  they  were  burned  he  rebuilt,  eventually 
selling  them.  In  18r)2,  he  with  his  family  moved 
to  Hudson,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  served  an 
apprenticeshi|i  of  about  three  years  to  the  trade  of 
a  cariienter  and  buililer,  and  was  then   engaged   in 
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journeyman's  work  for  a  similar  space  of  time, 
after  which  he  went  to  contracting  and  jobbing, 
in  which  he  was  reasonably  successful.  He  was 
married  September  11,  1860  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Ayres,  of  New  York  City  at  the  time  when  they 
were  married,  although  she  had  formerly  lived  in 
Oakland  Count}',  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Paddock  formed 
her  acquaintance  previous  to  going  to  Wisconsin. 

On  beginning  their  married  life  he  took  his  wife 
to  Wisconsin  and  there  they  lived  until  1863,  his 
eldest  child  being  l)orn  there.  At  the  last  named  date 
he  moved  to  .Jackson,  Mich.  He  followed  selling- 
territory  for  a  patent  right,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  engaged  in  recruiting  for  the  army.  He  cleared 
the  second  and  third  ward  of  Jackson,  Jlich.,  of 
draft  under  contract,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865,  he 
removed  to  Mason,  and  here  became  engaged  in 
the  work  of  architectural  drafting  and  contracting. 
He  has  been  the  architect  for  the  principal  build- 
ings erected  in  this  city.  He  superintended  .the 
liuilding  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  at  Portland, 
Ionia  County,  and  finally  became  a  partner  of  the 
firm  of  Brown,  Paddock  iV  Co.,  l)uilders  nnd  con- 
tractors, and  specialists  in  architectural  drafting. 
Mr.  Paddock  was  naturally  gifted  in  the  line  of 
architectural  and  artistic  drawing  and  had  I'ulti- 
vated  this  gift  assiduously  making  special  prepa- 
ration for  his  architectural  work. 

Our  subject  has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  a 
bvisiness  way.  A  genial,  whole  souled  man,  he 
has  commended  himself  kindly  and  favorably  to 
all  classes  of  business  men.  He  prides  himself  on 
the  fact  that  he  never  had  to  ask  for  a  day's  work 
in  his  life  and  yet  always  received  the  highest 
wages.  .Vfter  a  time  he  bought  out  one  partner 
in  the  firm  of  contractors  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  about  live  years  later  he  bought  out  the  other. 
He  is  not  only  the  builder,  Init  also  the  owner  of 
the  Paddock  Block  of  iNIason,  which  is  a  fine  brick 
structure  that  is  imposing  in  dimensions  and  style 
of  architecture. 

Mr.  Paddock  is  tlie  father  of  six  children,  of 
whom  three  died  young.  Those  living  are  Minnie, 
bom  March  14,  186.5',  Harry  E.  and  Fred  E.  The 
only  daughter  and  eldest  child,  Minnie,  is  now  the 
wife  of  G.  .J.  Charles,  of  Lansing,  who  is  engaged 
in   the  real-estate  and  insurance    bu^iiness.     Thcv 


are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Harry  E.  who  was 
born  in  April,  1867,  is  a  partner  with  his  father. 
He  has  made  himself  a  home,  and  has  a  wife  to 
whom  he  is  entirely  devoted.  He  is  a  pleasant 
young  man  and  successful  in  business.  The  young- 
est son,  Fred  E.  was  born  December  16,  1873. 

Our  subject  was  formerly  a  Democrat,  but  of 
late  years  he  has  been  a  Keiniblican,  the  stand  that 
that  party  has  taken  in  the  advancement  and  per- 
fection of  commercial  life,  suiting  his  ideas  of  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Paddock  has  served  two  terms  as 
Supervisor  of  the  Second  Ward,  and  also  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years. 
lie  has  been  one  of  the  main  sui)ports  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Chiu'ch,  aiding  it  greatly,  not  only  pecu- 
niarily but  by  example  and  precept.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  several  secret  societies  and  is  a  Royal 
Arch  JIason.  Although  the  original  of  our  sketch 
acquired  nothing  by  inheritance,  he  has  been  able 
to  accumulate  a  handsome  little  fortune,  and  this 
has  been  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts.  Mr. 
Paddock's  father's  decease  occurred  at  Santa  Bar- 
bara, and  there  his  mother,  only  sister,  and  three 
brothers  still  reside.  One  brother  is  in  liusiness  in 
Wisconsin. 


-f^=^--^ 


y'lLLIAM  M.  DOBIE.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  tliis  sketch  is  a  a:en- 
eral  farmer,  owning  a  fine  tract  of  land 
comprising  two  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  on 
sections  15,  16  and  22.  Alaiedou  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  was  born  in  Adi'ian,  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  October  28,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
Dobie,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
ship. Our  subject's  mother  was  previous  to  her 
marriage,  a  Miss  Maria  Willey.  Her  decease  took 
place  October  20,  184H.  Mr.  Doliie  remained  at 
liome  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seventeen  years,  spending  most  of  tlie 
time  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 

The  first  years  spent  by  our  subject  on  the  coast 
was  ifiveii  to   California,  but   the  rest  of  the  time 
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was  spent  in  Nevada.  He  was  very  successful  in 
his  stoelt  business  and  also  had  a  short  experience 
of  mining.  On  returning  from  the  West  he  came 
home  and  assumed  the  proprietorship  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  worked  for  a  year  or  so  and  then 
bought  the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm,  making  the 
purchase  of  forty  acres  in  1877,  and  to  this  he 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  finely-productive  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  lying  in  a  body. 

Mr.  Dobie  was  married  April  19,  1877,  to  Miss 
Louisa  C.  Mayer,  of  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Mayer,  a  farmer  and  an  old  pio- 
neer in  that  section  of  the  country.  He  was  a 
native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose 
names  were  as  follows:  Luhi  A.,  born  May  7,  1880; 
Laura  Ann,  February  7,  1883;  William  A.,  Feljru- 
ary  21,  1885;  and  Elmo,  January  19,  1888.  Mr. 
Jiobie  has  made  a  success  in  his  efforts  in  agricul- 
ture. He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  aid  from  his 
father  at  the  outset,  liut  the  great  portion  of  his 
property  lias  been  acquired  by  his  individual 
efforts  and  constant  attention  to  his  calling.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  honored  by 
his  party  in  having  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  .an  otHce  which  he  held  during  one  term. 
He  has  made  man}'  improvements  on  the  farm  since 
coming  here,  having  brought  the  best  of  judgment 
and  taste  to  bear  in  his  management.  Personally, 
he  is  a  pleasant  man,  thoroughly  reliable  in  every 
way  and  one  of  Aiaiedon's  best  citizens. 


^=o 


HARLES  vS.  FITZ  SIMMONS.  Tlie  extent 
to  which  a  community  indulges  in  the  de- 
'f''  lights  of  the  floral  world  may  well  serve  as 
a  measure  of  its  culture  and  progress.  Lansing, 
Ingham  County,  is  not  behind  in  this  matter  and 
attests,  not  only  in  its  beautiful  homes  and  the 
highly  cultivated  grounds  which  surround  them, 
but  also  in  its  patronage  of  those  who  engage  in 
floral    culture,  to  the  love  of   its  people  for    true 


beauty  and  the  best  things  of  nature.  A  fine  trade 
has  been  built  up  by  our  subject  in  the  line  of  a 
florist's  business,  as  he  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Riverside  Greenhouses  which  is  a  flourishing  insti- 
tution and  supplies  a  large  amount  of  first-class 
work  to  the  people  of  Lansing.  Besides  his  trade 
in  flowers  he  has  an  excellent  business  in  market 
gardening,  having  ten  acres  of  garden  one  mile 
soutli  of  Lansing. 

Mr.  Fitz  Simmons  was  born  June  26,  1854,  in 
Camden  Township,  Hillsdale  Countj-,  Mich.  His 
father,  Stephen,  was  born  in  Chemung  Covinty, 
N.  Y.  The  grandfather,  Thomas,  was  also  a  native 
of  Chemung  County  and  in  1837  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  in  a  log  house  in  the  woods  near 
Wheatland,  Hillsdale  County.  With  him  in  this 
house  (measuring  16x20  feet)  lived  also  the  pioneer 
who  has  been  familiarly  known  as  old  L'ncle  Henry 
Humphrey.  They  were  farmers  and  hunters  and 
at  first  lived  by  their  guns.  About  a  year  later 
they  removed  to  Camden  in  the  western  part  of 
that  county,  and  going  into  the  woods  Mr.  Fitz 
Simmons  hewed  out  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  da_)', 
being  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Methodist 
Episcopal  Class-Leader,  and  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  famous  convention  which  was  held  under  the 
old  oaks  at  Jackson  in  1854,  at  the  time  the  Re- 
publican party  sprang  into  existence.  The  family 
is  of  Norman -Freiicii  extraction". 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  New  York.  He  began  working  on  the  Erie 
Canal  as  a  tow  boy  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a 
young  man.  He  took  a  course  of  study  in  civil 
engineering  and  became  the  County  Surveyor  of 
Hillsdale  County.  At  the  time  when  he  went  into 
the  army  he  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  .acres  which  he  had  entered  from  school  lands 
when  he  was  twenty-one  ye.ars  old.  It  w.is  in  the 
spring  of  1864  that  Stephen  Fitz  Simmons  enlisted 
in  Comp.any  I,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  His 
regiment  was  ordered  .South  and  he  never  returned 
home,  as  he  died  of  pneumonia  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
in  1865.  He  was  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views  and  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  he  gave  his  life. 

Elizabeth  Stevens  was   the  maiden  n.ame  of  her 
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wild  Ih'cmiiic  the  iiKitliiT  ul'  our  sul)jec't  and  Massa- 
(■lni>.cUs  was  tlie  State  of  lier  nativity.  Hit  fatlier 
WM.--  :i  r.'iiiner  in  the  old  Bay  State,  wlio  removed  to 
New  Vorl<  and  later  to  .Mieliigan,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  eai'ly  settlers  in  Lenawee  County,  loeat- 
iuu  on  the  Chicago  Pike,  west  of  Teeuniseli.  After 
remMininu'  tlieie  a  few  years  he  I'emoved  to  \\dod- 
liriduv.  Hills(hile  Count  \. where  lie  improved  eighty 
acres  of  tine  land.  This  family  of  Stevens  was  of 
the  liest  stock  of  New  Knghiiid  and  boasted  that 
in  Ihcir  \eins  ran  blue  blood,  which  assertion  was 
wi'll  carried  out  liy  their  true  and  ujjright  lives 
and  tlieii-  ln\c  for-  nil  of  the  best  things  of  life. 
■|"he  mother  died  in  l^t.iti.  Our  subject  was  the  only 
child  of  his  parents,  but  his  fathei-  was  mai-ried  :\ 
second  lime  to  Miss  .\deline  Heem  who  was  boiii 
in  New  'I'ork.  ;in(l  had  three  iliiugliters.  She  now 
reside>  in  Sturgis,  this  Slate. 

(  liarlcs  S.  Fitz  Siinnuins  was  boiii  .luni'  2(i,  Isi.'il. 
and  had  his  early  training  .■lud  education  upon  a 
farm,  taking  what  schooling  he  couhl  accpiire  iu 
the  log' sehoolhouse  with  slab  bcnche-.  Alter  lii.- 
fatherV  death  he  leuiained  at  home  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old.  a,-  from  the  age  of  ten  years  he 
had  the  i-esponsiliilily  of  looking  after  the  home 
farm.  The  old  home  was  dispcsed  of  by  sale  and 
the  fauiily  li\c(l  on  eighty  .acres  in  AVoodbridge. 
wheie  the  youth  leuiained  until  he  leached  the  age 
of  eighteen  \ears.  Ik*  spent  one  winter  in  the  pine 
woods  at  Newaygo,  working  in  lumber,  and  then 
was  for  awhile  with  an  uncle  in  Teeumseh,  Lena- 
wee County,  lie  attended  school  al  that  place  in 
the  old  Inion  High  School  and  put  a  four  years' 
course  into  three  years,  taking  fifteen  months'  tui- 
tion in  Latin  extra,  and  at  the  same  time  leained 
the  printer's  trade,  by  means  of  wdiieh  he  supported 
himself  and  paid  his  tuition.  lie  was  graduated 
fnmi  that  school  in  187(). 

After  le.aving  school  the  young  man  engaged  in 
various  lines  of  bnsine.ss.  in  store, saw-mill  and  other 
w.ays  until  1879,  and  then  with  what  money  he  had 
aeeumulated  purchased  a  manufacturing  business. 
This,  however,  did  not  prove  remunerative,  so  in 
IHHl  he  came  to  Lansing  .as  he  already  had  con- 
nections here  which  drew  him  to  this  place,  lie 
had  inanied  in  December,  188(1,  Mi.ss  Delia  ,V. 
Dingmaii.  daughter  of  \\'illiam    H.  Dinunian.  from 


Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.     lie  w,<is  a  manuLicturer 

of  p.-ipei'  an<l  jilso  had  charge  of  a  woolen  factory 
at  Leeds,  (irei'iie  County,  .N.  V..also  at  Sluy\-esaiit 
Falls,  w  here  he  was  an  enterprising  and  successful 
manufacturer.  Later  he  came  to  .Michigan  and 
located  in  Tecnniseh  and  a  few  years  later  retired 
from  business  and  came  to  Lansing,  where  for  sev- 
eral years  lie  was  in  tlie  grocery  business.  He 
finally  retired  from  active  work  and  died  here  in 
1884  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  excellent 
wife.  Phebe  Emeline  Hinckley,  was  bcirn  in  Lee, 
Berkshire  County.  ^lass..  anil  [lassed  from  life  iu 
Teeumseh  in  188K.  ( )f  their  eight  children  four 
grew  to  maturity,  and  tlie  wife  of  our  suliject  is 
the  eldest  now  living.  She  was  bom  in  Lee.  .Mass.. 
reared  in  New  ^'ork  and  rompleteil  her  education 
.■It  Ashland  Semiii:ir\  .  alter  which  she  t:iuglit  for  .a 
short  time. 

The  \ouug  couple  Impaled  on  a  laiiii  in  Meridian 
Township  where  lliey  carried  on  general  farming 
:iiid  Liardeiiiiig.  and  it  wa>  while  li\iiig  there  they 
IIkiI  they  eoucei\  ed  the  ide;i  of  starting  a  green- 
house for  the  Lansing  tr;ide.  In  ISKII  Mr.  Fitz 
Simmous  obtained  a  lot  on  Kalama/.oo  Street,  but 
could  liiid  no  building  here  which  lu'  could  make 
use  of  as  a  gre>'nhoii>e.  He  began  with  .'i  small 
busine.-s  and  has  enlarged  his  place  from  what  it 
was  at  lirst.  18x72  feet,  until  he  now  has  a  plant 
which  covers  eight  thousand  square  feet  and  is 
gradually  increasing  it.  The  raising  and  proi>aga- 
tioii  of  plants  and  cut  flowers  occui)ies  his  energies 
and  he  keep.s  Howers  on  h.-iiid  to  supply  room  dec- 
orations and  Horal  designs.  Ills  greenhouse  is 
heated  by  hot  water  and  hot  air.  and  he  has  a  line 
garden  of  ten  acres  to  supply  stock  for  his  market 
garden  business,  .as  well  .as  a  beautiful  Hower  gai- 
den  in  connection  withthe  greenhouse.  He  devotes 
three  acres  to  celeiw  .  in  which  he  is  uniisii.-illy  suc- 
cessful and  he  is  said  to  ha\-e  the  largest  celeiy  bed 
in  the  county.  He  owns  a  lio.-it  house  which  he 
rents  and  also  aiiolliei-  house. 

.\  leirible  altiiction  befell  this  excellent  c<.>nple  in 
lis.s'.l  when,  upon  .lanuary  lit  and  23,  their  only 
children.  Madge  I),  and  Ahin  ('..were  snatched 
from  their  arms  by  that  terrible  .scourge — .scarlet 
fever.  Mrs.  Fitz  Simmons  is  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Plvmonth  Congregational  Church  and  is  active 
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in  the  Ladies'  Society  and  other  church  benevo- 
lences. Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  our  sub- 
ject is  attached  to  the  Republican  party.  In  1876 
he  joined  the  First  Regiment  in  the  Miciiigan 
Militia,  in  which  he  did  service  until  1883,  and 
left  it  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  This  regiment 
was  in  1879  called  out  to  quell  the  lal)or  riot  at 
J.aclvson  and  then  proved  itself  efficient  and  ready 
for  action. 

Elsewhere   in  this  volume  will  be  found  a  litlio- 
graphic  portrait  of  Mr.  Fitz  Simmons. 


'^1  LONZO  B.  IIAYNES.    One  never  feels  the 

I  \\    truth   of    the   saying   that   the  "ways  of 

II  l£    truth  are  devious,"  so  much  as  when  con- 
sidering the  intricacy  of  the  simplest  case 

that  is  under  the  legal  jurisdiction.  Yet  of  all  the 
liberal  professions,  in  no  other  is  there  such  mental 
acumen,  such  quickness  and  clearness  of  perception 
necessary  as  in  the  legal  profession.  It  is  of  all 
other  callings  the  one  most  dependent  upon  nat- 
ural endowments,  and  a  man  if  not  having  a  logical 
reasoning  power,  with  a  ready  or  facile  understand- 
ing, might  study  Blackstone  and  the  whole  library 
of  legal  lore,  without  ever  becoming  a  lawyer. 
There  are  lawyers  and  lawyers,  but  the  only  true 
lawyer  is  he  who  unites  with  skill  in  his  calling, 
truth  and  humanity. 

Alonzo  B.  Ilaynes,  who  is  a  most  successful  prac- 
titioner in  the  town  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
this  State,  is  an  honor  to  his  profession,  being  a 
man  with  inherent  principles  of  lionor,  and  one 
whose  opinions  are  not  to  be  moved  by  any  means 
of  corruption.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
X.  Y.,  February  7,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  C.  Amos 
and  jNIary  ((iray)  Ilaynes,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  where  the  former  followed  tlie  calling 
of  a  farmer.  Our  subject  was  raised  on  a  farm, 
and  as  a  young  man  liis  athletic  pursuits  and  work 
in  the  open  air  developed  a  physical  freedom  that 
left  his  mental  progress  perfectly  unchecked  and 
unrestrained.  His  mind  developed  under  the  quiet 
influences  by  whicli  he  was  early  surrounded,  into 


the  perfect  intellectual  blossom.  He  sustained  a 
great  and  irreparable  loss  in  early  childhood  in  tlie 
death  of  his  mother  who  was  taken  away  when  he 
was  but  four  years  of  age,  and  later,  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  ten  he  was  doubly  orphaned  by 
the  loss  of  his  father. 

In  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  original  of 
our  sketch  was  next  to  the  youngest,  but  notwitli- 
standing  this  fact,  on  his  father's  death,  young  as 
he  was,  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  He 
however,  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, which  he  pursued  to  such  purpose  that  after 
leaving  his  studies  he  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  good 
position  as  ttacher,  which  calling  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  studied  at  the  Normal 
School  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to  Michigan,  deter- 
mined to  make  for  himself  a  recognized  position 
among  the  legal  fraternity.  Prior  to  coming  to 
this  Stale  he  had  studied  law  while  teaching,  his 
legal  preceptor  being  .lohn  Wilkinson,  of  Dansville, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  reading  extensively  with  this  gen- 
tleman, he  entered  the  law  school  of  Albany, N.  Y., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  September,  1871.  He 
also  studied  in  the  law  department  of  the  Union 
University,  the  Dean  of  which,  Isaac  Edwards,  was 
author  of  several  text  books  in  the  use  of  the  law 
department  of  various  scliools.  Mr.  Ilaynes  had 
practiced  prior  to  eventually  settling  in  Mason,  at 
Dansville,  N.  Y.,  for  a  period  of  about  three  years. 
While  pursuing  his  course  of  studies  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  he  met  Miss  .Jennie  A.  Bellows  and  was 
married  to  her  September  (5,  1876. 

Having  come  to  Mason,  Ingham  County,  this 
State,  in  1879,  our  subject  has  here  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  licensed 
to  practice  both  in  tlie  Supreme  and  United  States 
Courts,  and  his  appeals  and  arguments  have  ever 
been  noted  for  their  lucidity  and  ingenuity.  Mr. 
Haynes  has  served  as  City  Attorney  for  three 
years,  which  time  has  been  fully  occupied  with 
public  work,  many  demands  having  been  made 
upon  him  in  a  public  way.  He  of  whom  we  write 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  same  family  of  Haynes 
whose  great  legal  representative  debated  with  the 
orator  and  statesman,  Welister. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Haynes  is  very  pleasant, 
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hi>  wit'f  lieiiit;  ;i  "imiaii  noted  for  her  intellectual 
;il  l;iiiiinfiits.  ;i>  well  ns  lici-  iiiMrked  ijersoiiill  Mttrac- 
tiuiis.  As  tliey  have  no  f:niiily.  tlieir  atleiitioii 
and  intei-estsaiv  more  liroadly  distiihiited  than  tlint 
of  the  iiiajoiity  of  niai-ried  |)eti|ile,  and  the  social 
demands  made  upon  them  are  not  few.  nor  aie 
lhe\  slow  in  doint;'  what  they  can  to  form  and 
pel  feet  wiiatever  si^irit  i.s  apparent  in  the  com- 
munity that  promises  to  he  to  the  npliftini;'  of  the 
people.  In  his  political  views,  pi-eferences  and  re- 
lations, (lur  subject  is  a  i{epul)lican.  co-operatini; 
with  that  paity  most  actively  in  its  local  political 
iatercsts.  He  has  lieen  a  Senior  Deacon  and  Senior 
Wai'deii  in  the  .Masonic  fraternitv. 


4-^-i 
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,/^iiA]UA<:S  11.  LK.MON.  Whde  formerly  it 
[|(  _  was  almost  considered  an  oi)prolirinm  tu 
Vti/  s])eak  of  a  man  as  :\  "travelinii'"  man.  to-day 
they  liave  so  strono'  and  firm  a  footinu'  in  comniei- 
cial  life  and  seem  so  absolutely  indis|)ensablf  that 
in  spite  of  Iheir  reputatnin  foi'  being'  the  -jolliest 
men  on  earth"  and  the  best  livers,  as  many  Gentle- 
men are  found  there  as  elsewhere.  Our  siiliject  is 
an  ex-travelin<)  salesman  and  no  exception  to  the 
rule  of  travelinj;'  men  in  his  temperament  and  na- 
ture. He  is  now  enyaoed  in  the  dry-goods  busi- 
ness, and  also  deals  in  clothinii'.  boots,  .shoes,  etc. 
His  two  sons  arc  his  partners  in  the  business,  and 
they  conduct  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lemon  liro.s. 

( )\n-  subject  is  a  native  of  this  State,  havint; 
bi'en  born  in  Oakland  County.  Xovemlier  27,  IX'A.'). 
His  father  was  .Inhn  Lemon,  who  was  born  in  the 
city  of  l)ul)lin.  Ireland,  where  he  made  his  livint; 
liy  weaviny;.  Ijein"  an  expeit  in  this  business,  and 
doing  all  sorts  of  fancy  weaving.  Mr.  ivcmon's 
jjarents  came  to  Steuben  County,  X.  V..  and  set- 
tled in  tiie  town  of  Painted  Post,  when  the  father 
was  a  very  young  man.  He  was  one  of  the  \ery 
lirst  settlers  in  Avon,  taking  l)oat  to  Detroit,  and 
from  there  jjroeeeded  l)y  ox-team  to  Avon,  where 
lie  located  on   a    farm.      Being  an    agent   for    Maj. 


Kearsley.lie  had  an  excellent  oppoitunity  to  exam- 
ine the  liest  land  and  procure  a  line  farm. engaging 
in  his  trade,  which  is  that  of  weaving,  and  finding 
his  services  at  that  early  day  in  cimstant  demand. 
He  raised  tlax  and  wove  it  into  cldth.  In  1S42  he 
removed  from  Avon  and  located  in  .Shiawassee 
Township.  Shiawassee  County,  and  there  he  did 
the  work  of  weaving  I'l.ir  the  whole  county,  and 
found  his  l)usiness  .so  remunerative  that  he  was 
able  to  purchase  some  of  the  finest  land  in  the 
countrv.  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  lf<43,  he  was  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of   land. 

Our  subject's  nK)ther  was  befdic  her  marriage  a 
Mi.ss  .lulia  Ann  Trowbridge,  a  native  of  Xew  Jer- 
.sey.  though  when  a  child  her  parents  had  taken 
her  to  .Steuben  County.  N.  'l'.  Iler  father  was  a 
farmei'.  lie  also  was  an  early  .settler  in  .\von  and 
there  died.  Our  suliject's  parents,  although  both 
earnest  and  .•inlent  Christians,  wi'ie  brought  up  in 
different  churches,  the  father  woishiping  with  tht 
Presbyterian  denomination,  and  the  mother  at- 
tending the  Methodist  C'huit'h.  They  were  the 
jiarents  of  twelve  childi'en.  nine  of  whom  are 
still  living,  .•ind  of  these  our  subject  is  the  young- 
est. 

From  the  age  of  six  years  Mr.  Lemtm  was  reared 
ill  Shiawassee  Township,  .'ind  there  received  what 
educatiun.  in  the  way  of  school  adv.-intages.  he 
enjoyed.  During  his  boyhood  there  w'ere  .still 
plenty  of  Indians  in  the  State,  and  fiitni  them  he 
learned  as  much  of  woodcraft  as  lie  leained  of 
farming  from  his  father.  The  school  he  attended 
was  of  the  rudest  sort.  Iniilt.as  most  of  them  were 
ill  those  early  days.  i>f  the  most  accessible  iiialerial 
— logs,  with  a  stick  chimney.  It  was  furnished 
with  slab  seats  and  a  heter<jgeneous  sui)pl\-  of  text- 
books. The  ])ens  th.'it  tlie\"  used  were  oC  ipiills. 
and  one  of  the  earliist  .-iits  and  accom|ilishinents 
that  they  were  reipiired  to  learn  w;is  that  of  <'nt 
ting  ;ind  |iointiiit;  these  i]uills  and  in.-ikiiig  them 
ready  tor  use. 

When  about  nine  years  of  age.  the  migiiial  of  our 
sketch  went  and  made  his  lidnie  with  .-i  mariied 
sister.  Mrs.  C.  Seargent  .Sharp,  and  there  he  re- 
mained until  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  those  early 
da\s  sixteen  vears  wa,s  considered  an  age  at  which 
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Miiy  iililc-liodied  y(>iiii<i  in;ui  >li(iiil(l  lie  :il)le  to  stip- 
porl  himself.  altli<niuli  he  \vm.-  nut  sii].)|)()st'd  to 
liavo  cither  disiTt'tioii  oi  judiiiiu'iit  ciioiiiili  to  In' 
legally  i'e!<|:)ousililc.  ()ur  Milijcct.  like  most  yoinii; 
men,  was  at  tliat  tiiiii'  tliiouii  ii|>oil  his  (iwii  vv- 
soni'ces.  and  he  wnit  to  liynm.  lliifiis  'rowiisiii|i. 
and  entered  a  store  as  eierk,  lemainiiiii  tlii'ie  for 
three  years,  during  wliieh  he  gained  an  insiglit 
into  the  general  nierehaiidise  business.  Ai  the  age 
nf  nin<'te('n  he  began  business  for  himself,  going 
into  general  niciehandising.  and  having  as  part- 
ner C'apt.  1).  (i.  Ivi>yee.  This  gentleman  went  to 
the  war  on  the  lireaking  out  of  the  Ixebellion.  and 
was  killiMl. 

Mr.  Lemon. ill  i.S.M  uy  1  M.'i.'i.  \\  cut  into  thcgri>t- 
mill  busine.ss,  and  also  built  a  sawmill.  These  he 
ran  until  18(!1,  and  then  .sold  out.  In  ll^(i2  he 
had  lieen  appointed  Postmaster  of  IJvron.  and 
kept  that  post  for  sixteen  years.  In  IST'.t  he  inir- 
eliased  the  mill  and  store  bloek.  running  the  foiinei- 
until  IHHO.  and  duiiiig  that  time  he  |iut  in  the 
new  roller  .■system,  producinu  one  hundred  and 
liftv  thousand  barrels  of  tlour  in  a  year.  .Most  of 
his  product  was  sliijiped  to  Portland  and  to  the 
East,  his  shipping  rate  being  at  one  time  as  low  as 
twenty-eight  eents  a  barrel,  and  at  one  time  as 
iiigh  as  eighty-five  eents.      In   IHHII  lu'  sold  out    his 

niilliiig  interest  and  went  u\ the  r(jad  as  a  tr.av- 

eliiig  .salesman.  re|)resentiiiL;  .JMeob  lii'own  iV-  Co.. 
of  Detroit,  dealers  in  fuinishing  goods  and 
notions.  He  traveled  for  this  company  for  ten 
years,  his  route  being  chiefly  through  the  State  <'f 
^lielugan. 

Traveling  having  become  monotonous  tn  our 
subject,  in  the  fall  of  189(1  lie  retired  from  the 
ronil.  .-iiid  has  since  engaged  in  the  business  with 
his  sons,  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  sketch 
In  1882  he  located  in  the  city  of  Lansing,  and  in 
1887,  in  the  month  of  May,  he  opened  a  dry-goods 
store,  also  .selling  boots 'and  shoes.  Ilis  sons,  who 
are  engaged  with  him  in  business,  are  twins,  and 
•are  among  the  most  ])opnlar  luisinos  iiicii  in  the 
city.  ( ieni.'il.  courteous  anil  whoh'-souicd.  it  i>  a 
plcaMiiv  to  |ialroiiize  siu  h  ,-i  liiin. 

The  gcntlcnian  of  whom  wc  write  owns  a  \eiy 
pleasant  home  in  Lansing,  on  Willow  .Street,  and 
it  is  presided  o\-cr  most  beaulifully  by  his  amiable 


Mild  accomplished  wife.  Their  marriage  took  place 
in  the  town  of  Hyron  in  18t>(l.  the  lady  being  a 
.Miss  Elizabeth  Kelsey,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
pliu'e  in  which  she  was  married.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Kelsey,  who  was  Probate  .hidiic  of  Shia- 
was.see  County  for  twelve  years.  Tin  ii  union  has 
been  blessed  b.\'  the  advent  of  li\-e  children,  who 
are  all  bright  and  accomplished.  The  son>  wlio 
are  in  partnership  with  .Mr.  Lemon,  and  who  arc 
commonly  spoken  of  as  the  twins,  are  Karl  and 
Frank.  The  eldest  daughter.  Lizzie,  is  i'm|iloyed 
also  in  the  store,  while  the  two  youngest  daughters, 
<  J  race  and  Fanny,  remain  at  home. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Lansing.  .Mr.  l>emon  lia<l  held 
several  local  oftiees,  having  been  the  Supervisor  of 
liurns  Township,  and  also  Township  Cleik.  He 
also  has  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  Pre.--i- 
deiit  of  the  vill.age  of  Hyron, and  was  subse(piently 
Chairman  of  the  Village  Hoard.  During  the  war 
his  patriotism  and  zeal  were  so  fired  that  he  was 
anxious  to  enlist,  Imt  was  debarred  from  doing  so 
by  an  imperfection  in  his  eye-sight.  He,  however, 
acted  as  drill  mastei'  for  three  years.  I'ntil  goinii 
<ui  the  road  he  belonged  lo  the  Independent  ( )rdcr 
of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically  he  atiiliate.-  with  the 
Republican  party,  being  one  of  its  stanchest  .and 
most  loyal  followers  in  this  city.  In  reliirious 
matters  he  is  liberal.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyteiian  Church,  and  he  hiin.self  is  a  generous 
supporter  of  the  .same. 


1  >.  >h.^> ,  I  p  I    ,  t 


^   I  I  .   '     I  <-. 


WILLI. \.M  II.  POST.  Most  of  the  familic> 
wlio  have  settled  in  White  Oak  Township 
have  their  descent  from  lines  which  have 
i  for  generations  been  residents  of  this  country  and 
may  be  clas.sed  among  the  old  families  of  .Vmcrica. 
That  wlii<'h  is  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head 
of  tlii>  >ketcli  is  one  of  these,  as  he  traces  his  line- 
age on  his  mother's  side  back  to  the  early  Colonists 
of  C<uiiiecliciit  and  feels  that  in  the  making  of  the 
history  of  that  section  of  the  country  lii>  fore- 
fathers had  their  share. 

Our  subject,  who   was   born    in    \Xho.  has  .since 
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1854  lived  on  the  old  homestead  on  section  32, 
having  lieen  born  (m  section  13,  in  White  Oak 
Township.  His  fathei,  W.  C.  Post,  was  born  in  1811 
in  Connecticut  and  died  June  30,  1875,  and  his 
early  years  were  spent  there  with  his  parents  before 
the  removal  of  tlie  family  to  New  York.  In  the 
Kmiiire  State  they  lemained  for  some  five  years, 
during  which  time  the  boy  received  his  education 
before  removing  lo  Iosco  Townsliip,  Livingston 
County,  Mich. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  in  1840  united  in 
the  lionds  of  matrimony  with  Ursnlla  Smith,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  wlio  was  residing  in  Wliite  Oak 
Townshij).  Oui-  suliject  was  tlie  youngest  of  the 
four  children  who  came  to  his  parents.  The  two 
tirst-liorn  were  Corenna  and  Knima,  twin  sisters. 
Cortiina  married  J.  A.  Sly  and  is  the  mother  of 
three  children. and  Emma  mairied  C.  II.  Wood  and 
resides  at  Leslie  with  her  husband  and  five  children; 
the  third  sister  of  our  subject  was  named  Sallie  and 
she  became  the  wife  of  James  Paddock  who  resides 
at  Detroit,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children. 

W.  H.  Post  upon  reaching  manhood  agreed 
most  heartily  with  the  IIolv  Scriptures  where  it 
says  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live  al<jne,  and 
united  his  life  with  Ella  Dakin,  who  was  born  in 
Ingham  Townshi]),  Ingham  County.  One  child 
only  has  brightened  this  home,  and  her  name  is 
Lottie.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Post  was 
Rulieit  Smith,  who  was  also  the  progenitor  of  Mr. 
Willard  Smith,  whose  sketch  is  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  The  great-grandfather  bore  the  same 
name,  Robert  Smith,  and  was  a  native  of  England. 
There  were  nine  children  in  this  old  country  fam- 
ily, (if  whom  five  were  sons,  who  bore  the  names 
of  .hihn. William.  Robert.  Abram  and  Isaac.  It  is  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  the  famih'  that  some  of  these 
brothers  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  James- 
town. N.  Y  .  in  1607.  The  old  family  Bible  of  the 
Smitli  family  bears  the  date  of  162(1.  This  Bible  is 
in  the  possession  of  Willard  Smith  and  is  a  choice 
heirloom. 

A  nourishing  business  in  general  farming  is  car- 
ried on  I ly  our  subject,  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked. 
He  devotes  himself  exclusively  to  his  business  .and 
lias  never  consented  to  occupy  any  township  or 
county  offices,  although  he  is  sincerely  interested  in 


political  matters  and  an  intelligent  observer  of  the 
public  movements  of  the  day,  being  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat and  warmly  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  that 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social  orders, 
being  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association,  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  and  the  (irange.  His  family  are  con- 
nected with  the  Protestant  Methodist  Churcli  and 
in  its  work  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post  are  actively  inter- 
ested. 


•^^^>^^<m^ 


-^— 


^^^  IDNEY  O.  RUSSELL.     It  is  of  interest  to 
^!^^    record  the  life  of  the  oldest  settler   in   the 
'\L/_J}^   village  and  townshi j)   of    Leslie,  who  has 
^     '     lieen  one  of   tlie  most  active   promoters  of 
this  part  of  the  county  and  has  achieved  excellent 
success  in  business  in  Leslie.     His  days  of  activity 
are  over  now,  as  he  suffered  a    stroke   of   paralysis 
and  is  now  confined  to  the  house  and   is  quite  fee- 
ble, so  that  he  has  to  ])lacc  his  business  in  the  hands 
of   a    foster   son.     His   superior   character,  ability 
and  record  since  coming  to  this  county  make  him 
worthy  of  a  prominent  place  in  our  annals. 

Our  sidiject  w^as  born  in  East  Bloonilleld,  N.  Y., 
October  1,  1812,  his  honored  parents  being  James 
and  Electa  (Squares)  Russell,  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  The  family  removed  to  IMichigan  about 
the  year  1838  and  settled  in  Saline,  Waslitenaw 
County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  They  had  eight  children  and  our  subject 
remained  at  luime  until  aliout  the  age  of  sixteen, 
when  he  went  away  to  serve  an  api)renticeship  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  near  Seneca  Falls.  His  ear- 
lier years  were  spent  on  the  farm  near  Seneca 
Falls  and  he  received  a  common-school  education. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  until  1836.  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  on  what  i.s  now 
.sections  17  and  18,  in  the  township  of  Leslie. 
Thcie  were  only  two  other  white  settlers  in  the 
township  at  tiiat  time. 

In  making  the  journey  to  the  new  West  Jlr. 
Ru.s-ell  came  'oy  water  to  Detroit  and  completed 
the  trip  with  an  ox-team,  fording  all  the  streams 
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and  oftfi)  liecoiiiiiii;  soaked  on  account  of  i-ains  Scnuca  (ouiitv,  N.  Y.,  was  a  native  of  that  countN 
and  liiii'li  wateis.  He  first  liiiilt  a  loy  slianty  Hxl.s  and  lioie  the  maiden  name  of  Mar v  Fox.  ller  par- 
feet  in  dimensions  and  in  it  lie  estalilislied  his  wife  ents.  William  and  lluhhi  Fox.  weie  natixes  of  \ew 
and  one  little  child.  Matilda.  Wild  aame  and  .leisex .  and  lived  for  many  years  in  Seneca 
Indians  alioniided  throuuh  .all  that  i-e»ion  and  the  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  had  six  children, 
old  Indian  chii-f.  ••(  )l<enios."  was  a  fi'e(|uent  ^iiest  M.'itilda.  .\Iaiy.  iMnma.  Myiiin.  Seuard.  and  a  twin 
in  this  cabin.  Mr.  Kussell  |)roceeded  to  cleai- his  whodied  in  early  infancy.  The  niotherof  thesechil- 
farni  and  iinjirove  it.  Fven  in  that  early  day  he  dren  died  some  years  aii'o  and  Mr.  liussell  w;is  mar- 
was  full  of  deteiinination  to  succeed,  as  he  came  to  ried  a  second  time  to  Miss  Uuinina  llaynes.  Auyust 
Michiiian  witli  the  full  intent  to  make  a  home  and  1.I8().'!.  This  lady  was  lixini;  in  Lausiuijat  the  time 
he  willini;ly  worked  and  suffert'd  Jirivations  which  .  of  her  iniion  with  Mr.  Kussell.  She  was  born  in 
we  of  this  later  i;-enei-,Mtion  c:ui  scarcely  realize.  Mentz  Townshi|i.  Cayuya  {'onnt\.  N.  V..  Fcbrnai'y 
After  farniinii'  a  few  years  onr  subject  moved  •>■>.  l.S|«.  being  a  daui|litei-  of  William  and  Abby 
his  family  to  Leslie  and  afterward  boui;hl  and  (Aiinable)  llaynes.  iiatiM's  of  New  ,lerse\  and 
operated  a  sawmill  but  >omewh;it  l.Mti^r  sold  th.-it  Mass.'U'hnsetts  res|iecti\'ely.  Mi',  .•ind  .Mrs.  llaynes 
pro|ii>rty  and  eniiajied  in  the  mercantile  business.  came  to  New  ^'oi'k  when  youui;-  and  there  were 
beinu'  one  of  the  very  first  merchants  of  the  place.  mairied  ,Mnd  resided  until  his  death,  aftei-  which 
and  c<)ntinuinL;  in  business  in  Leslie  for  alinost  his  wife  .-nKl  children  came  lo  Michiuan  .-md  set- 
tifty  ye.-irs.  lie  bei;an  life  with  nothini;,  a.s  his  tied  in  ( )n(]iidaL;a  Township.  Ingham  County,  in 
father  was  .-I  man  of  small  means,  and  he  has  made  l.s.;7.  Mrs.  llaynes.  however,  came  to  make  hei- 
all  he  }iow  |jossesses  by  his  own  cffoits.  supple-  home  with  hc|-  dauiiliter.  .Mrs.  Hus>ell.  .•!  few 
mented  by  the  wise  co-oper;ition  of  his  faithful  months  befoi'e  her  departure  to  the  othci-  world, 
and  etlicieut  helpmate.  His  business  hassteadiU' 
ijrown  and  is  now  the  lariicst  mercantile  house  and 
the  onl\   drv-t>()ods  house  in   Leslie. 

This  pioneer  i>entleinnn  has  acipiired  consider- 
able propeit\  in  real  ot.-itc  .-iiid  is  n  ln'avy  stock- 
holder in  the  People's  IJank  at  Leslie.  In  his 
earlv  life  he  was  a  str(mi>  .lack.son  man  and  aftei- 
wai'd  bclonued  to  Ihc  W  liig  party  and  was  an  ear- 
nest Abolitionist;  latei'  he  became  a  decided 
Hepublican.      He  held  some  minor  t4iwn  otlices  and 


,     PC. 


FKFDFHICK  TIIOMAX.  Such  a  city  as 
Lansint;',  Iiiiiham  County,  owes  an  incal- 
culable   debt    to  tho.se  of  her  busiiu'.ss  men 


who   have   been  sulHciently  bi'oad  and  far-siyhted 
to  plan  such  conveniences  and  im|)rovements  in  the 
was   a    delef>;ate  to  the   con\ention  that    oruauized       city  as  c-onduce    to   the   prosperity  of  business  and 


Inuham  County,  and  also  helped  to  lay  out  the 
\illaii'eof  fyeslie.  Hehaslivedin  this  townshii)  for 
liftv-hvc  years  an<i  has  accumulate<l  a  lariic  pi-op- 
erty.  havinii'  been  a  man  of  unusu.-d  cnei'i;y  and 
sterlinii'  intciiiity. 

In  the  early  <lays  the  uearesl  tradinu  point  w.-is 
.lacksou.  which  lay  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles 
throuiih  the  forest.  Mr.  K'us.sell  erected  his  ]ires- 
ent  residence,  a  handsomi'  biick  structure  in  Jl^S'.l. 
and  it  is  onc'  of  the  most  lieautiful  homes  in  the 
villasre.  In  his  \(i\niaer  days  he  was  a  great 
huntsman  and  still  ilelinhts  in  reco\intiiiu  the 
iileasnres  of  the  chase. 


therefore  to  the  growth  of  the  town.  Such  an  one 
is  he  of  whom  we  wi'ite.  who  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal pi'omoters  of  the  building  of  the  Ti'aiisit 
Railroad  track  which  runs  aU)ng  by  the  side  of  his 
mill  and  all  other  factoiies  of  the  West  Side,  con- 
necting them  with  .all  the  railroails  of  the  cit  \ .  This 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  impro\'ements  to  the 
city  and  gave  a  iimch  needed  stimulus  to  the  man- 
ufacturing inteiests  of  the  West  Side. 

This  gentleman,  who  belongs  to  the  Hrin  of  I". 
Thoman  it  liro..  proprietors  of  the  Oriental  .Mill  .-il 
Lansing,  was  born  at  old  Ft.  Hamilton  in  New 
Voi-k    Harbor.    May    '.K    l«l;i.      .\boul    thive    vears 


The  w'ife  of  his  youth,  to  whom  lu'  was  united  in        later    he  was    brought    by  his  [Kuents   to  Crawford 
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County,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Crestline.  His  father,  John 
A.,  was  born  at  Rhine  Falls,  German}-. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  our  subject  became  fireman 
on  the  Pittsburg.  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad 
and  two  years  later  took  charge  of  an  engine  as 
engineer  between  Crestline  and  Pittsburg.  During 
the  last  year  of  the  war  he  was  in  the  Government 
employ  as  engineer  in  the  South.  He  was  married 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1866,  to  Miss  Marj^ 
E.  Reitz  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  After  this  event  Mr.  Thoman 
went  to  Indiana  as  an  engineer,still  making  his  home 
in  Crestline  until  the  spring  of  1868  when  he  came 
tuLansing  with  his  lirother-in-law,  Mr.  F.  A.  Reitz, 
with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm 
name  of  Reitz  &  Thoman.  In  May  of  that  year  they 
liegan  the  construction  of  the  present  mill  which 
was  finished  during  the  fall  and  put  in  operation 
on  New  Year's  day. 

These  gentleman  remained  in  partnership  for 
eighteen  months  and  then  Mr.  Thoman  sold  out  to 
Mr.  Reitz,  and  six  months  later  the  latter  died, 
after  which  our  subject  purchased  the  whole  prop- 
erty and  continued  sole  proprietor  until  1885, 
when  he  took  his  brother,  .1.  P.  Thoman,  into  part- 
nership with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  Thoman 
&  Co.  The  mill  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
and  has  a  cai)acity  of  two  hundred  barrels  a  day. 
They  ship  large  quantities  of  flour  to  the  Eastern, 
Southern  and  foreign  markets. 

Mr.  TlK>man  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  see- 
cmd  Ward  in  1878  and  1879,  and  he  is  now  Alder- 
man and  Supervisor  of  the  Sixth  Ward.  He  is  Vice 
President  of  the  Central  Michigan  Savings  Bank, 
having  held  the  office  for  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Lansing 
Wagon  Works  and  has  been  President  of  that 
comj)any  from  1877,  when  it  was  organized  into  a 
stock  companJ^  He  is  a  member  and  Director  of 
Lhe  Capital  Investment,  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Lansing 
Wheelbarrow  Works.  He  was  one  of  the  incorpor- 
ators of  the  Lansing  Electric  Light  Company, which 
was  merged  with  the  Gas  Company, of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  Directors.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  in  organizing  the  Millers'  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 


ance Company  of  Michigan  and  has  been  its  Treas- 
urer for  the  past  six  years.  He  is  also  considerably 
interested  in  real  estate  in  Lansing.  Mr.  Thoman 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  which  he  joined 
upon  reaching  his  majority,  and  is  a  member  of 
Capitol  Chapter,  No.  9,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  which 
he  joined  in  1873.  His  political  views  have  led 
him  to  affiliate  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
is  deeply  interested  in  its  national  issues. 


_^). 


"S] 


^-f^ 


f^     .c- 


UILLIAM  F.  IIAIIN  is  a  gentleman  who  dis- 
plays at  once  marked  intelligence,  sagacity, 
^J^/  keenness  and  ready  wit.  His  affability 
wins  him  friends  and  his  thortnigh  culture  and 
well-informed  mind  gain  for  him  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  an  experienced 
and  practical  workman,  being  one  of  the  finest 
watchmakers  and  jewelers  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  or  Central  Michigan.  Besides  carrying  a 
beautiful  and  well-chosen  stock  of  jewelry  he  han- 
dles clocks  and  silverware  and  is  agent  for  some  of 
the  principal  European  Steamship  companies,  the 
(ierman  Lloyd  Line,  the  Hamburg  and  American 
Packet  Company,  the  Inman  Line,  the  Red  Star 
Line,  the  White  Star  Line,  liesides  the  Allan  Line, 
the  Lnion  Line,  and  several  others. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Jauer,  in  the  Province 
of  Silicia,  Prussia.  His  father,  William  F.  Hahn, 
had  his  nativity  in  1809,  in  Schweitnitz.  Silicia, 
Prussia,  and  his  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  AVilliam  F.,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place 
where  he  owned  a  farm,  and  lived  to  complete 
almost  fourscore  years.  The  father  entered  the  Ger- 
man army  when  a  young  man  and  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  fifty  years,  thirty  3ears 
as  a  soldier  and  twenty  years  as  an  officer  of  the 
civil  government.  He  entered  as  a  private,  be- 
came Paymaster,  and  before  he  had  comijleted  his 
term  of  service  he  was  placed  in  a  jiosition  corres- 
ponding to  oiu'  office  of  Auditor  General.  He  was 
a  Lutlieran  in  his  religious  belief  and  died  about 
the  j'ear  1882. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Fredericka  Hesse 
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by  name,  and  was  born  in  .Tauer,  wheie  her  father, 
William  Ilesse,  was  a  rlealer  in  pioduce.  The 
mother  was  educated  as  a  Catholic,  and  died  in 
1884.  Slie  had  tour  children — our  subject  who  is 
the  youngest,  being;  the  only  one  who  came  to 
this  country;  Emil,  ;\Lary  and  Selma  all  reside  at 
Liynitz,  (lermany,  where  Emil  is  the  Postmaster. 

yiv.  Ilahn  attended  first  the  pul)lic  school  and 
then  the  gymnasium  at  .Tauer,  in  which  latter  insti- 
tution he  spent  four  years  and  took  a  course  in 
Latin  and  French.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  ap- 
prenticed f(ir  four  years  to  the  jeweler's  trade  at 
.Tauer  and  after  liecoming  a  journeyman  he  trav- 
eled through  Germany  in  different  provinces,  also 
England  and  France.  He  was  in  Paris  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  War.  and  when  in  England  spent 
much  time  in  London,  Oxford  and  liverpool. 

In  .luly  1872,  this  gentleman  left  Liverpool  by 
the  steamer  "City  of  Berlin",  of  the  Cunard  line, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  twelve  days  landed  in  New 
York.  He  came  at  once  to  Lansing  and  started  in 
the  jewelry  business  here,  working  up  his  trade 
from  small  r)eginnings  to  his  jjresent  pros])erity. 
He  has  the  experience  of  a  lifetime  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  jewelers  in  Lansing.  He  keeps  on  han3 
a  fine  display  of  rich  and  rare  gems.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Lansing  and  in  politics  is  independent,  as  he 
does  not  care  to  be  trammeled  by  party  ties  and 
prefers  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  his  judg- 
ment approves,  and  whom  he  considers  best  fitted 
for  the  olhce  in  question. 


i^^^^f 


i  EY.  EDWIN  HARLEIGH  BROCKWAY  is 
now  a  general  farmer  on  a  fertile  tract  of 
Ji  \\\  of  sixty-five  acres,  located  on  section  3 1 . 
^^  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County.  He 
was  born  m  Dansville,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y..  May 
21.  182/).  His  father.  Elisha  Wade  Thockway.  was 
born  in  Lyme,  New  London  County.  Conn..  Sep- 
tember i,  1790.  He  w.as  a  farmer  by  calling, 
though  in  earlier  days  be  was  employed  as  a  school- 
teacher and  gained  an   enviable  reputation  in   that 


direction.  He  removed  to  New  York  in  1796  and 
live  there  until  1829,  clearing  up  a  farm  of  wild 
land. 

In  1829  our  subject's  father  removed  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  near  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  lived 
for  five  years.  In  1834  he  removed  to  Livingston 
County  and  located  near  Wliitmore  Lake,  here  he 
cleared  u|)  a  farm  of  one  hundicd  acres  of  wild 
land.  During  the  first  year  spent  liy  the  family  in 
Michigan  the  members  subsisted  jirinciiially  on 
corn  bread.  They  had  all  the  hardshiiis  incident  to 
jjioneer  life.  Ann  Arbor  was  at  that  time  a  village 
of  only  a  few  buildings.  Our  subject's  mother, 
Mary  Lemen,  was  also  a  native  of  Dansville,  N.  T., 
being  born  there  September  9,  1802.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Lemen,  a  farmer  of  that  jilace 
and  died  in  1874,  at  Byrtm,  Shiawassee  County. 
Her  husband  preceded  her  by  several  years,  his  de- 
cease having  taken  i)lace  .Tuly  1,  18fil.  passing 
away  in  Constantine.  Mich. 

Edwin  H.  Brockway  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  his  atten- 
tion being  divided  between  -his  school  duties  .and 
those  of  the  farm.  After  the  years  above  men- 
tioned he  worked  out  for  three  and  a  half  years  on 
a  farm  and  then  entered  Albicm  College,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years  and  then  was  admitted  to 
the  Detroit  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  in  tiie 
fall  of  1854. 

The  first  charge  given  to  our  subject  .is  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Ei)i.*copal  Church  w.as  at 
Mason,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  lie  then 
went  to  Chelsea,  where  lie  was  located  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  in  Blissfield, 
two  j-ears  in  Rome,  two  years  in  Medina,  two  years 
in  Franklin  and  then  was  variously  stationed  at 
Milford,  Oakland  County,  and  at  Unadilla  and 
Fowlerville,  then  at  Byron,  .Swartz'  Creek,  (iaines 
and  Albion,  where  he  remained  three  years  in 
order  to  give  his  daughter  educational  advantages. 
He  then  spent  three  years  in  Medina,  when  he  en- 
tered the  list  as  a  sujierannnated  preacher  in  1883. 
and  )mrchasing  the  farm  whereon  he  now  resides, 
has  <lcvoted  himself  loagricultur.-d  work  lliegicaler 
part  of  the  time  since  then. 

Mr.  Brockway  was  married  August  24,  18.5.'>,  to 
Mi.ss  Cordelia  S,  Thompson,  a  daughter  of   Henry 
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Thompson,  and  a  sister  of  J.  Q.  Thompson,  of 
Alaiedon.  Two  children  have  l)een  the  result 
of  this  union;  Mar\-  E.,  was  born  April  24,  1858. 
She  has  marked  aliility  in  a  musical  direction  and 
is  a  graduate  from  the  conservatory  of  Albion 
College,  where  she  spent  four  years.  She  is  now 
very  successfully  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  music. 
Ida  who  was  born  July  18,  186;'),  is  with  her  sister, 
the  life  and  light  of  the  liome.  In  18,52  Mrs. 
Brockway  came  to  Mason  as  an  assistant  teaclier  to 
a  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the  Mason  schools. 
In  a  short  time  the  gentleman  resigned  in  her 
favor.  She  had  seventy  pupils  and  taught  for  a 
^1.50  per  week.  l)oarding  around  in  the  district. 


'it^,  AXIEL  15.  .lOllX.SON.  Tho.-c  men  uho 
came  to  Ingliam  County  in  the  very  c:nly 
diiys  and  made  the  first  settlenients  here 
were  men  of  more  tlian  ordinary  calilire. 
broad  in  tiieir  views,  earnest  in  tlieir  life  aims  jiiid 
full  of  enterprise.  Theybuilded  better  than  they 
knew"  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  splendid 
development  which  we  see  to-day.  Tlieir  early 
work  prepared  the  waj^  for  those  who  came  after 
them  to  build  up  the  institutions  of  education, 
business  and  .society  which  make  Ingliam  County 
so  desirable  a  home. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  now  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
ing at  Lansing,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Lans- 
ing, Tompkins  County,  X.  Y.,  February  1-5.  1821. 
and  remained  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  year.s.  His  father.  Dr.  Daniel  B.  Jolmsou, 
Sr..  was  bom  in  Canterbury.  Conn.,  October  1,  1795, 
and  the  grandfather,  Dr.  Kufus  Johnson,  who  had 
his  nativity  in  Canterbury,  Windham  County, 
Conn.,  November  24.  1763,  was  a  physician  and 
surgeon  .and  died  in  Connecticut  November  2, 
1836.  During  tlie  War  of  the  lievolution.  he 
sei'vcd  under  his  father,  a  Colonel  in  Washington's 
Army.  This  officer  wlio  was  Ohadiali  (third),  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  February  IH.  I7.'i."),  and  his 
father,  Obadiah    (second),  was    liorn  January  24, 


17(11.  lie  was  married  November  6.  1723  to  Lydia 
Clevel.ind  an  immediate  ancestor  of  ex-President 
(i rover  Cleveland;  then  we  come  to  Obadiah  John- 
son the  first  whose  liirtli  is  not  given.  The  family 
record  can  be  traced  back  for  one  generation  more 
to  Isaac  J(»hns(m  who  was  born  in  England  and 
came  over  in  tiie ''Arabella"  in  1628. 

The  fatlier  of  our  suliject  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  Yale  College,  through 
which  he  made  his  own  way  )iy  hard  work.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  practice  he  removed  to  Lansing 
Township.  Ttmipkins  County,  which  was  then 
almost  a  wilderness,  there  he  found  the  lady  who 
became  his  wife.  In  January,  1839,  he  removed  to 
Aurelius,  Cayuga  County,  and  located  on  a  farm 
to  be  relieved  from  practicing  his  profession,  which 
w.as  becoming  too  heavy  for  hini  in  his  declining 
years,  lie  came  to  Lansing.  Midi.,  in  \xix  and 
died  here  at  the  age  of  seventy  ycai>.  lie  wa>  a 
Iniversalist  in  his  religious  belief. 

Sarah  S.  Haron  was  tliemaiilen  name  of  the  lady 
who  liecanie  the  motlu'r  of  our  subject,  and  she 
was  lioni  in  Lansing.  T<inipkius  County.  N.  ^'., 
being  a  daughter  of  Daniel  I)ac(ni.  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  wa>  an  early  si'ttlei  iii  Lansing 
which  w.as  called  Milton  at  that  time.  He  was 
Justice  of  the  Pe;ice  for  a  numlier  of  year.--  and  a 
fanner,  and  died  at  tiie  age  of  fort\'  years,  lie 
was  a  son  of  Pierpont  Hacoii  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut. Mrs.  Sarah  Jolmson  died  in  Lansing,  when 
she  had  readied  the  age  of  three-score  and  ten. 
Her  two  children  were  our  subject  and  Frances  P., 
who  is  now  Mrs.  D.  H.  B.  Shank,  residing  in  Lans- 
ing. 

Our  suliject  was  reared  in  Lansing.  N.  \'..  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  taking  liis 
education  in  tlie  district  schools  and  helping  his  fa- 
tlier in  the  drug  store.  When  the  family  removed 
to  Cayuga  County  he  took  further  scholastic  ad- 
vantages in  the  Cayuga  Academy  and  the  Auburn 
Academy  and  two  or  three  years  later  settled  on 
his  fatiier's  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  (  ayuga.  That 
[U'opeit\  was  located  <ni  the  main  turnpike,  com- 
ing from  the  West,  wliich  was  then  the  great  thor- 
oughfare for  emigration,  lie  operated  this  farm 
until  1^48  when  became  to  Lansing,  traveling  by 
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stage  from  Dexter  to  this  city.  Here  he  spent  the 
winter  and  in  the  spring  of  1^(49  he  piirehased  and 
made  his  home  on  a  farm. of  two  lunidred  and 
seventh'  acres  upon  section  7,  DeWilt  Township, 
Clinton  County.  This  property  was  only  partially 
improved  and  he  began  farming  in  true  pioneer 
style.  He  iilaecd  excellent  l>uildings  on  this  prop- 
erty and  had  a  tine  dock  of  three  hundred  sheep  and 
having  it  well  improved  by  1861,  lie  sold  it  and 
came  to  Lansing  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twcntj-  acres  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  in- 
side the  corporate  limits.  Here  again  he  built  and 
made  improvements  and  again  located  on  Gr.and 
River,  where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising 
for  thirty  years  until  1891,  when  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  retired  from  active  business  to  a  beau- 
tiful home  which  he  purchased  in  the  cit}^  of 
Lansing. 

In  Montezuma,  N.  Y..  'Mr.  .lohnson  was  married 
May  31,  1848  to  Miss  C.  Elmina  Topping  who  was 
born  in  that  town  December  1,  1825.  Her  father. 
Deacon  Topping,  was  born  in  Morristown,  X.  .1.. 
and  lived  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine 
years  when  lie  came  to  Cayuga  County  and  giew  up 
to  be  a  farmer  there  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Bajitist 
Ciiureh.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  was  stationed  at  Lewistown,  Canada,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  The  grandfather, 
Harris  Topping,  was  a  New  Jersey  farmer,  who  in 
his  early  life  settled  in  New  York.  He  was  of 
English  descent  and  was  active  in  the  Kevolution- 
ary  War. 

The  mother  of  our  subject's  wife  who  was  known 
in  maidenhood  as  Betsey  Atwood,  was  born  in 
Renssel.aer  County.  X.  Y.  Her  father,  Isaac  Atwood 
was  an  Englishman  who  died  in  New  York  when 
she  was  quite  young.  She  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  at  the  house  of  her  son  Dr.  Topping  at  De 
Witt.  She  was  an  earnest  and  active  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Of  her  nine  children  five 
grew  to  maturity  and  Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  ^oung- 
est  daughter  and  was  educated  in  Montezuma  and 
at  the  ( )swego  College. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  .lohnson  have  de- 
veloped traits  of  character  and  abilities  which  may 
well  make  their  parents  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
able  to   give  them   opportunities   in   life.     Their 


eldest,  Helen  S.,  is  now  Mrs.  L.  H.  Briggs  of  Mar- 
quette; Frank  B.  is  the  Mayor  of  Lansing  and  be- 
sides his  official  duties  still  keeps  an  interest  in  his 
grocery  business;  Charles  T.  is  a  fruit  grower  in 
this  city  and  Herbert  E.  tlieir  youngest  is  a  busi- 
ness man  here. 

Lucius  D.,  who  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  age 
was  a  youth  of  precocious  ability.  He  graduated 
before  he  was  twenty-one  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  to<jk  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  engaged  in  practice 
here,  serving  as  City  Attorney  two  terms  and  also 
as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  He  was  considered 
"Nature's  Lawyer"  and  was,  as  he  has  been  called 
"a  complete  bundle  of  law."  He  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two  Feliriiary  25.  1891,  passing  away  at 
the  home  of  his  father.  Xo  man  stood  higher  in 
the  coiiimunily  than  did  this  young  man  as  he  had 
the  coutidence  of  the  people  and  also  of  the  pro- 
fessional men  and  it  was  a  common  saying  that 
"Lucius  Johnson  knew  everything."  Between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty  he  assisted  .ludge 
Cooly  of  Ann  Arboi'  in  coiniiilinglaw  books,  which 
are  now  pulilishcd  under  the  name  of  Cooly's  Edi- 
tion of  Criminal  Law  Pleadings.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  lieen  a  surveyor  and 
civil  engineer  and  laid  out  many  roads  in  DeWitt, 
Clinton  County.  He  and  Dr.  Shank  was  the  first 
^Masons  to  enter  the  order  in  Lansing.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  rniversalist  in  his 
church  connections  and  a  man  whose  prosperity  is 
rejoiced  in  by  all  who  know  him. 


■^^ 


'^i  EDWARD  ROE.  It  has  often  been  said 
that  the  live  young  business  men  of  any 
city  are  what  keeps  the  blood  of  the  com- 
^  munity  in  circulation.  The  men  who  are 
well  established  in  years  and  wealth  are  t)ften  con- 
tent to  sit  back  and  enjoy  the  i)rosperity  which 
tliey  have  so  hardly  earned  in  their  younger  days, 
and  they  are  not  so  active  and  alive  to  the  inter- 
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ests  of  the  communit}'  nor  so  ready  to  push  with 
a  good  will  any  enter|irise  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  town.  To  the  young  man  we  must  look  for 
such  aggressive  action,  and  in  sucli  as  our  subject 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  is  rich. 

Mr.  Hoe,  wiio  is  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Lansing  Iron  &  Engine  Works,  was  born  in 
Ithica,  N.  Y.,  March  24,  1862.  His  father,  Nathan- 
iel J.  Roe,  had  his  birtli  in  Caroline.  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  1  1,  1«.'5;5.  and  the  grandfatlicr, 
John  M.,  was  born  near  Owego,  X.  Y.  He  was 
the  son  of  Capt.  William  Roe,  who  was  liorn  on 
Long  Island  and  served  with  (ien.  I'utuam  in  the 
Highlands  through  the  Kevolutionary  War  and 
died  in  Caroline,  Tompkins  County.  The  family 
was  originally  from  French  Huguenot  stock  and 
came  witji  William  AV'arren  to  England,  whence 
the}-  migrated  to  this  country  generations  ago. 
The  name  was  formerly  spelled  DeRoe. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  pine  lumber  in  Caroline  and 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  a  Wliig  in  liis 
political  views.  His  son  Nathaniel  was  his  assist- 
ant in  the  business  and  became  a  practical  sawyer. 
Somewhat  later  he  took  charge  of  tiie  mill  and 
farm  and  managed  them  until  the  water  power  was 
lost  on  account  of  a  flood.  He  theu  continued 
farming  until  1><69,  when  he  i)uta  tenant  upun  the 
place  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  at  Ithica  until  he 
came  West.  In  1874  he  came  to  Lansing  and  here 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  which  he  is  still 
carrying  on.  His  excellent  wife,  who  liore  the 
name  of  Sarah  Gi-een  and  was  a  native  vi  the  same 
town  as  himself,  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  E.  (ireen. 
a  hotel  man  and  farmer  at  Caroline.  ISoth  she  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  are  Mcti\e  niembcis  of  the 
Congregatic>na  1  Church  and  the  father,  who  is  a 
Democrat  in  liis  political  views,  served  as  Alder- 
man for  one  year. 

J.  Edward  Roe  was  the  second  child  in  a  family 
of  three  and  was  reared  in  Ithica  until  his  twelfth 
year,  when  he  accompanied  his  ))arcnts  to  Lansing 
in  May.  1871.  He  attendi-d  Ihc  High  School  here 
until  just  before  tlie  time  foi-  his  graduation,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  Ijccanie  Collec- 
tion Clerk  for  the  Lansing  National  Bank.  After 
serving  in  that  capacity   for  eighteen    months   he 


became  bookkeeper  for  one  year  and  then  teller, 
which  office  he  occupied  for  two  years. 

In  1883  our  subject  became  interested  in  the 
Iron  A'  Engine  works  of  Lansing,  which  are  oper- 
ated by  the  lirm  of  Jarvis,  Barnes  &  Co.,  and 
taking  a  position  with  them,  undertook  the  care  of 
their  books  and  tlieir  financial  affairs.  At  the  time 
of  the  re-incorporation  of  this  company  in  Janu- 
ai'v.  188.5,  Mr.  Roe  became  its  Secretar\'  and  Treas- 
luer  and  since  that  date  has  held  the  position  just 
named  in  this  iai)idly-growing  enterprise. 

It  was  in  1871  that  the  business  with  which  Mr. 
Roe  is  connected  was  started  on  a  small  scale  and 
w.as  not  at  first  veiy  successful.  The  original  cor- 
poration failed  and  in  1880  it  was  revived  in  a 
small  w^ay  and  two  years  later  it  was  considerably 
enlarged.  These  works  are  eng.aged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  engines,  making  a  specialty  of  ctjmpound 
engines  for  electric  liglit  i)urposes,  and  furnish  a 
large  number  every  year  of  these  valuable  adjuncts 
to  (nir  civilization.  They  also  build  boilers  and 
engines  of  all  kinds,  making  many  for  sawmills  and 
manufacture  the  doulile-acting  "Maud  S."  pumi> 
for  windmills  and  ordinary  wells  and  "Picket 
Mills."  Their  building  occu))ies  over  a  lilock  and 
is  the  second  largest  manufactory  in  the  city,  em- 
bracing .among  its  other  works  a  foundry  and 
other  necessary  adjuncts.  It  is  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  establishments  in  Michigan  and  the 
second  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  They 
liiiild  the  only  lirst-class  compound  steam  engine 
made  in  Michigan,  and  proudly  claim  that  the 
product  of  their  manufacture  uses  the  least  fuel 
for  acipiiring  tlie  greatest  power.  They  also  liuild 
stand-pipes  and  other  items  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. The  business  extends  over  the  entire  I'nited 
States  amounting  to  over  »30(l.()(l0  a  year. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence on  Capitol  Avenue  which  is  presided  over 
most  charmingly  by  his  accomplished  aud  amiable 
wife.  Mrs.  Roe  takes  a  sjiecial  ))leasui'e  in  lieauti- 
fying  her  home  and  ;idding  to  its  attractiveness  in 
every  way.  Slic  i>  a  delightful  eloeuti<niist  an<l 
her  general  culture  corresi)onds  well  with  the  tine 
education  of  her  liusliand.  They  were  married  in 
Ti'ov.  ( )liio,  .luly  2.").  1><S!S.  and  hei-  nniiden  name 
was  K'osan   l„  Sage.      Ilcr  native    town    was    Pii|ua. 
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Ohio,  and  llit'ie  .slio  wa>  educated,  corapieting  her 
.studie:s  in  the  Ada  Normal  and  oraduating  also  at 
the  Cleveland  School  of  elocution  in  1^84.  Pre- 
vious to  lier  marriage  she  gave  readings  in  many 
prominent  towns  through  Oiiio  and  Michigan.  (She 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Cliurch  and 
•active  in  different  church  benevolencies. 

Besides  his  home  propertv.Mr.  Roe  owns  a  numljer 
of  excellent  building  spots  in  Lansing.  lie  travels 
si>mc  for  the  eomiiany,  going  out  upon  tlie  road  to 
interest  purchasers  in  the  product  of  their  factory. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  I'  and  I  Club  and  is  Senior 
Warden  in  tiie  Order  of  Knights  Templar  besides 
being  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  ^Lasons 
and  of  the  Koyal  Arch  Masons.  His  political  atti- 
liations  are  witli  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has 
little  time  to  devote  to  politics  otherwise  than  to 
do  his  duty  at  the  polls  as  a  man  and  citizen. 


-^^- 


ARt^UlS  1).  TODD.  Among  the  prominent 
and  enterprising  business  men  and  hnan- 
ciers  of  Lansing  we  are  ]>leased  to  mention 
Mr.  Todd,  who  is  C'ashier  of  the  Ingham 
County  Savings  Bank — one  of  the  shrewdest  and 
most  successful  men  in  this  city.  He  was  I>orn  in 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  at  Toddsville.  April  1,  1834. 
His  father,  Zerali,  was  born  in  New  England  and 
was  an  early  settler  of  Otsego  County,  and  the 
village  in  which  our  subject  was  born  received  its 
name  from  his  family. 

The  father  of  this  gentleman  took  part  in  the 
AVar  of  1812  and  when  quite  young  did  signal  ser- 
vice for  the  American  army,  riding  a  horse  from 
Sandy  Creek  to  Ililltown.  carrying  the  informa- 
tion that  the  English  were  coming,  that  it  might 
reach  Sackett's  Harbor  in  time  to  save  the  day. 
Like  the  good  horse,  Roland,  w-ho  "Ijrought  the 
good  news  from  (ihent  to  Aix"  this  nolile  steed 
fell  dead  at  the  end  of  his  joiuncv. 

Zerah  Todd  afterward  engaged  in  woolen  man- 
ufacture and  set  u|)  the  lirst  loom  which  was  placed 
in  Otsego  County.  Aliout  the  yeai'  IH.Sri  lie  re- 
moved to   I'ortl.-nidville   and    estidilislicd  a  woolen 


factory  and  in  1844  went  to  West  Lawrence  where 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful,  being  a  hard  worker  and  a  good 
financier.  He  helped  to  build  the  first  dam  in  the 
Sus(|uelianna  River  at  Portlandville.  A  tannery 
liclow  drew  off  the  water  and  he  began  a  suit  which 
lasted  ten  years,  but  which  he  finally  won.  About 
the  year  1850  he  went  to  Oriskiny  Falls.  Oneida 
Conut^',  to  enter  upon  the  woolen  business  with  a 
son.  He  died  there  in  1853  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years  from  a  carbuncle.  One  of  his  brothers  was  a 
doctor  in  I'ultney,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  one  is  a 
farmer  and  merchant  at  Toddsville.  The  son  of 
another  brother.  Charles,  is  a  prominent  .attorney 
in  SI.  Louis.  Mo.  His  political  sympathies  led  him 
into  the  Whig  party  and  he  was  prominent  in  the 
Masonic  order.  He  traced  his  ancestry  from  some 
of  the  best  blood  of  New  England  and  trained  his 
children  to  believe  that  the  honorable  lineage  from 
which  they  came  demanded  of  them  true  and  noble 
lives. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Almira  M.  McKey.  She  was  born 
near  I'tica,  N.  Y.,  and  when  sixteen  years  old  rode 
on  horseback  behind  her  father  to  Jefferson  County, 
a  trip  of  one  hundred  miles.  They  located  there 
near  Ellisville,  on  Sandy  Creek,  a  point  which  was 
much  sought  liy  the  Indians  during  the  War  of 
181-2,  and  during  the  times  of  conflict  they  used 
(irandinother  JlcKey's  stores  of  linen  to  bandage 
the  wounded.  .lotham  McKey,  the  father  of  Al- 
mira, was  a  large  farmer  on  Sandy  Creek,  and  he 
lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age.  He  belonged  to 
an  old  Eastern  family  of  Scotch  descent.  After 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Oswego  it  became 
their  permanent  home  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject remained  there  through  life.  She  passed  away 
in  1890  having  reached  the  age  of  almost  ninety- 
four  years.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  a  woman  of  great  benevo- 
lence, which  is  shown  liy  her  rearing  two  orphans 
besides  her  own  nine  children. 

The  children  of  this  household  were,  Lodema, 
Mrs.  Welsh,  who  resides  in  Iowa;  Zerah  A.,  a  lum- 
ber dealer  and  merchant  who  makes  his  home  in 
.Madison  County.  N.  Y.:  Ardelia,  Mrs.  Richards, 
who  li\c>   ill   Oswcuii  Coiintv;   Maria.  Airs.  Curtis, 
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of  Seattle;  Julia,  Mrs.  Sanborn,  who  died  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.;  Franklin,  who  died  in  Leelanaw 
County,  this  State;  Horace,  a  farmer  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.;  Marquis  D.,  our  subject;  and  Mary, 
Mrs.  Brand,  who  died  in  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Having  been  reared  in  Portlandville,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  after  ten  years  the  boy  removed  to 
West  Lawrence,  same  country,  and  resided  there  for 
five  years  before  going  to  Oriskiny  Falls.  After 
attending  the  common  district  schools  he  completed 
his  education  at  Eastman's  Commercial  College, 
Oswego,  and  worked  in  a  factory  learning  the  busi- 
ness of  a  woolen  manufacturer.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  took  charge  of  a  jack  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
spindles  which  he  worked  himself.  This  was  too 
much  (in-  hiiii  and  having  this  work  he  began 
clerking  in  a  general  store  at  Oswego  and  also 
took  a  complete  course  at  Eastman's  Commercial 
College  in  that  city.  In  1855  he  came  West  and 
tried  to  get  a  job  as  bookkeei^er  in  Ottawa,  LaSalle 
County,  111.  Not  succeeding  in  this  he  went  into 
the  carpentrj-  business  with  his  brothers,  working 
in  this  way  for  some  eighteen  months. 

Returning  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1867, 
he  acted  as  clerk  in  his  brother's  hotel  for  one  year 
and  then  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  to  buy 
some  land  in  Leelanaw  County,  Mich.,  and  removed 
there  October  6.  1870.  He  also  bought  some  tim- 
bered land  at  (Hen  Arbor,  going  there  with  some 
$1,000  in  cash.  He  started  a  store  and  kept  it  in 
operation  for  seven  years  and  came  out  with 
$49,000,  with  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  $12,000. 
He  dis])osed  of  his  entire  property  and  returned 
to  New  York.  Previous  to  his  removal  to  the 
East  he  built  the  bridge  across  the  Narrows  which 
are  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods  long  at  Glen 
Lake,  doing  this  in  ninety  days,  and  he  made 
$3,000  in  three  months. 

In  1868  Mr.  Todd  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Holmes, 
daughter  of  Philo  Holmes,  a  farmer  in  that  county. 
This  lady  had  taught  after  completing  her  school 
education  up  to  nearly  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

The  young  couple  now  came  West  and  settled    ] 
at  Farwell,  Claire  County,  this  State,  where  Mr. 
Todd  engaged    in  the    hardware  business.     After 
six  years  he  was  urged  by  Mr.  Scott  (iarrish  to  go 


into  the  mercantile  business  with  him.  They  es- 
tablished the  finest  store  on  that  road  and  had  a 
trade  which  reached  $2,300  in  one  day,  carrying 
general  stock  and  lumber  supplies.  This  business 
was  continued  for  one  year  only  at  a  profit  of 
$20,000  although  they  had  to  run  accounts  with 
many  of  their  customers.  They  sold  out  to  "Little 
Jake,"  of  East  Saginaw, and  disposed  of  the  whole 
business,  real  estate  and  all,  in  the  fall  of  1879. 

Mr.  Todd  then  came  to  Lansing  and  bought  out 
Hibbard  &  Klocksiem  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  with  a  nephew,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Todd  &  Sanborn.  After  operating  it  for  six 
months  they  sold,  and  bought  the  grocery  store  of 
Allen  Nichols  which  they  placed  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Klocksiem  for  three  years,  part  of 
which  time  our  subject  spent  in  Dakota  where  he 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land.  He 
bought  property  in  the  counties  of  Cass  and  La- 
Moure  from  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  and 
operated  farms,  each  of  which  comprised  a  section 
of  land,  and  upon  them  he  raised  wheat  and  other 
grains.  He  at  one  time  owned  four  and  a  half 
sections  of  land  in  LaMoure  County  and  remained 
there  for  nearly  three  years.  He  still  has  land  in 
both  of  those  counties  as  well  as  real  estate  at 
Fargo  and  at  Morehead.  and  there  is  said  to  be  no 
finer  land  in  Dakota. 

In  .[line,  1885,  he  of  whom  we  write  helped  to 
organize  and  inaugurate  the  work  of  the  People's 
Savings  Bank  of  North  Lansing,  and  for  the  first 
year  he  was  one  its  Vice-Presidents  and  Directors. 
He  then  withdrew  from  that  bank  and  upon  No- 
vember 1,  1886,  he  started  the  Ingham  County 
Savings  Bank,  in  which  he  became  Cashier  and 
Director.  This  institution  has  been  remarkably 
successful  .as  it  has  nearly  doubled  its  money  in 
five  years  besides  paying  five  per  cent,  interest  on 
deposits.  It  is  called  the  most  successful  bank  in 
in  the  county,  having  a  capital  of  $50,000  and  a 
surplus  of  $40,000  made  in  four  year's  business. 
The  President  of  this  institution  is  the  Hon.  II.  H. 
Smith,  of  Jackson.  In  connection  with  their  bank- 
ing business  thej^  also  have  a  safety  deposit  vault 
ft)r  the  accommodation  of  the  citizens. 

INIrs.  Todd  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  aliil- 
ilyand  etliciency  and  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
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.Sunday-school  and  Ladies'  Society  of  the  Congre- 
jjational  Cliurcli,  to  whicli  they  belong,  and  for 
the  building  enterprise  of  which  they  gave  gener- 
ous assistance.  She  presides  with  grace  and  dig- 
nity over  the  pleasant  home  on  Grand  Street,  one 
of  the  handsomest  residences  in  Lansing.  His 
political  convictions  ally  him  with  the  Republican 
party  and  he  is  an  earnest  Avorker  for  its  success. 
His  une  child,  .Tuna  May.  is  studying  in  High 
School  and  will  gi-aduate  in  tlie  Class  of  "D.!.  She 
is  also  pursuing  the  study  of  music  in  wliicli  slic 
promises  to  lie  a  proficient. 


RS.  I.VDIA  A.  S\\  1:KT.  AgiMHl  w.im:ni  is 
one  of  tlie  most  gracious  gifts  of  (k)d  to 
manlvind.  She  of  whom  we  write  has  i)een 
nobly  endowed  by  nature  and  her  native 
talents  iiave  been  polished  and  beautified  by  educ- 
ation and  culture,  and  a>  tlie  years  have  passed 
and  chastenings  have  ct)me  to  her  as  to  others, 
a  sweet  spirit  of  resignation  lias  settled  like  a 
benediction  over  her  character,  giving  it  a  gentle 
dignity  and  sweet  reserve.  She  has  known  the 
blessings  of  wifehood  and  motherhood,  and  has 
dignified  her  position  in  either  case.  She  is  the 
widow  of  M.  A.  Sweet  and  now  makes  her  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
where  she  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed. 

Mrs.  Sweet  is  a  daughter  of  .losepli  E.  Williams. 
She  was  born  in  Xorthville,  Livonia  Township, 
Wayne  County,  this  State,  April  13,  1839.  If  there 
is  anything  in  pre-natal  influences,  her  predilection 
for  intellectual  pursuits  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  her  parents  were  lioth  teachers,  her  mother 
being  so  engaged  in  the  town  of  Northville  on  be- 
coming .acquainted  with  yiv.  AV^illiams.  They  were 
married  at  Northville  and  there  began  housekeep- 
ing, the  father  continuing  his  work  as  a  teacher. 
An  irreiiarable  loss  was  sustained  in  the  childhood 
of  our  subject  by  the  decease  of  her  mother,  when 
the  child  was  only  two  years  of  age.  Thereafter 
she  made  her  home  in  various  families,  and  al- 
though her  father  was  still  engaged  in  educational 


work,  she  was  under  his  loving  guardianship.  In 
those  days  it  was  not  thought  so  essential  that  a 
woman  should  receive  the  advantages  of  higher 
education,  and  Miss  Williams  did  not  enjoy  excep- 
tional opportunities  in  an  educational  way,  and 
when  onlj'  sixteen  years  of  age — a  mere  child,  as 
one  would  say — she  was  married,  her  wedding 
being  celebrated  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  November 
25,  185.5.  Her  husband  was  a  Mr.  Henry  S.  Ben- 
nett, who  was  by  occn|jati()n  a  cariienter  and 
farmer. 

Henry  S.  Heimetl.  <iiir  >iilijeet's  lirsl  husband. 
Weill  (o  CalifoiiiiM  ill  l>*5"2or  185;'.  Losing  his 
health  there  lie  returned  to  Michigan  and  his 
decease  took  place  in  l.sCd.  There  are  no  Mirvi\'- 
ing  children  .-is  the  issue  of  tlu'  lii^t  marriage 
although  our  siiiijeet  lo>t  one  son  at  about  the 
age  of  four  \ears.  llisuaiiie  was  Adelbert  and  the 
blow  was  a  severe  one.  T'he  original  of  our  sketch 
was  married  a  second  time,  February  2,  1861,  to 
Mr.  K.  .\.  Morgan,  who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  was  also  in  the  Civil  War,  hav- 
ing enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Fifth  Michigan 
Infantry  in  18()1.  He  died  in  .May,  1862.  of 
rheumatism.  There  were  no  children  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage. 

It  seemed  that  our  subject  had  seen  enough  of 
trouble  and  woe,  and  she  hoped  that  some  happi- 
ness was  yet  in  store  for  her  in  the  companionship 
of  a  true  and  good  man.  .She  was  again  luiited  in 
marriage,  March  9,  1865,  to  Mr.  M.  E.  .Sweet,  who 
was  a  prosperous  and  prominent  grocer  of  the  town 
of  Mason.  He  was  a  self-made  •man  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  and  the  striking  contrast  between  his 
slender  resources  at  the  beginning  of  his  first  ven- 
ture and  his  striking  financial  success  before  his 
decease  marks  him  to  have  been  a  person  of  ability 
and  judgment.  He  started  out  with  only  1*35,  but 
this  proved  to  be  like  Aladdin's  magic  coin  that 
turned  into  gold  everything  it  touched.  Before 
his  decease  he  built  the  block  which  is  now  known 
as  the  Pioneer  Block,  and  which  at  i)resent  is  owned 
by  his  widow,  our  subject.  Two  children  were 
the  outcome  of  this  marriage,  by  name,  Nettie  and 
Allie  3M.  Nettie  was  born  in  Mason,  June  1,  1867. 
She  was  graduated  from  the  Mason  High  School 
when   she   was   eighteen    years   of   age,  and    soon 
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after  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  McMauaman,  a 
builder  and  contractor  in  his  business  calling,  and 
she  makes  her  home  at  present  in  Middlesboro, 
Ky.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  bright  and  inter- 
esting children.  The  second  child,  AUie  M.,  was 
born  in  Mason,  JIarch  9,  1877.  She  is  a  bright 
and  progressive  young  lady  deeply  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  her  studies,  being  a  student  in  the  Mason 
High  School. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  British.  A  souvenir  of  his  prison  experi- 
ence has  been  treasured  by  his  descendants.  It  was 
a  box,  elegantly  carved  by  hand,  with  the  work  of 
which  he  employed  himself  during  the  long  days 
of  his  confinement  in  prison.  Tliis  was  owned  by 
Mrs.  Sweet,  who  regarded  it  as  one  of  her  most 
precious  keejjsakes,  until  the  year  1872,  when  it 
disappeared  from  the  house,  probably  stolen.  ]\Irs. 
Sweet  was  again  subjected  to  the  grief  of  bereave- 
ment, her  husband  passing  away  February  21, 
1880.  Mr.  Sweet  had  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life, 
but  w.as  never  an  ottice-seeker. 


W 


ILLIAM  LEE  CLARK,  was  born  in  Wil- 
mington, 111.,  .January  1,  18.59,  and  when 
but  one  year  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Yorkville.  in  the  same  State.  On  the  Itreaking  out 
of  the  war  his  father  enlisted  in  the  arm^',  and 
while  away  from  home  our  subject  being  at  the 
time  about  four  years  of  age,  the  mother  died, 
whereupon  he  was  brought  to  the  home  of  his 
grandparents  in  Bunker  Hill  Township,  Ingham 
County,  and  here  he  remained  until  January  2, 
1865,  when  he  came  to  his  present  residence  in  the 
town  of  Mason. 

As  a  boy,  he  of  whom  we  write  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Mason  until  July  5,  1870,  when 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  art  jjreservative  in  the 
Ingham  County  News  printing  otlice  under  Ken- 
dall Kittridge,  Esq.,  where  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  a    short    time    spent  at  school,  until 


March  31,  1873,  when  he  went  to  Lansing  and 
was  employed  on  the  Lansing  Journal  under  Col. 
George  P.  Sanford,  where  he  set  the  first  t3'i)e 
placed  in  a  stick  in  the  building  now  occupied  by 
the  State  Democrat.  In  1875  he  returned  to  Mason 
and  again  entered  school,  where  he  continued 
greatly  interested  in  his  studies  for  one  .\ear. 
In  January,  1876,  he  went  to  Charlotte,  Eaton 
County,  and  was  there  employed  on  the  Republi- 
can for  three  years,  under  his  first  preceptor  in  the 
business,  Mr.  Kittridge,  and  the  following  year  he 
continued  under  Mr.  Kittridge's  successor,  l-len. 
D.  B.  Ainger. 

Mr.  Clark  in  January,  1879,  went  to  Eaton 
Rapids  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Kit- 
tridge as  foreman  of  the  Eaton  Rapids  Journal,  in 
which  position  he  remained  for  eighteen  months. 
About  this  time,  a  very  imj)ortant  event  occurred 
in  his  career,  which  was  no  other  than  that  of  tak- 
ing to  himself  a  wife.-  His  bride  was  Miss  Millie 
Brosseau,  of  Charlotte,  and  their  nuptials  were 
solemnized  September  23,  1880.  Immediately  after 
marriage  our  subject  went  to  North  Lansing,  where 
for  two  months  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  firm 
of  Clark  (fe  Lewis,who  were  engaged  in  the  drug  and 
grocery  business.  This  firm  failing  in  business  he 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Mason,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  February,  1881,  again  commenced 
work  upon  the  paper  where  he  began  to  learn  his 
profession  but  this  time  taking  a  position  as  fore- 
man instead  of  apprentice.  Thus  he  was  engaged 
for  nearly  nine  years. 

During  his  residence  in  Mason  Mrs.  Millie  Clark 
died  .lanuary  22,  1882,  and  was  interred  at  Grand 
Rapids.  December  3,  1885,  he  was  married  in  Mason 
to  Miss  Delia  Barber  and  lives  pleasantly  in  a  com- 
fortable, though  not   expensive  home  in  that  city. 

In  September,  1889,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
purchased  the  interest  of  D.  P.  Whitmore  in  the 
Ingham  County  Democrat,  the  firm  now  Ijearing  the 
name  of  W.  L.  Clark  &  Co..  ^Ii-.  A.  L.  Rose,  who 
learned  his  trade  in  the  office  and  who  has  held  all 
the  positions  from  ''devil"  to  proprietor,  being  the 
"  Company."  The  T)usiness  of  the  paper  has  con- 
stantly increased  under  its  present  management, 
last  year  being  the  most  prosperous  in  its  history 
and    this    year    |)roniises    to  be  a  still    Ijetter    one. 
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Mr.  Clark  is  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Mason 
Building  and  Savings  Association,  where  he  is 
serving  his  fourth  year.  He  has  been  an  oOieer  of 
this  association  from  its  organization,  having  lieen 
l)Oth  Vice-President  and  President.  He  of  whom 
we  write  has  a  reputation  in  the  community  of 
being  an  "  all  'round  good  fellow,"  with  wliom 
everbodv  lilces  to  associate. 


,1  AYTON  J.  BUCK.  The  stirring  young 
■  business  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County, 
'^  are  a  power  which  cannot  be  ignored  in 
studying  the  history  either  commercial, 
social  or  educational  of  the  city  of  Lansing.  They 
imjiart  to  its  every  department  of  activity  a  vital- 
ity wliich  is  pioductive  of  great  results.  It  is  not 
alone  what  tliey  do.  altln)ugh  that  is  worth  our 
observation,  but  more  than  that  is  implied  in  the 
influence  which  they  exert  and  the  atmosphere 
which  they  create. 

Mr.  Buck,  who  is  the  present  City  Treasurer  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  of  our  active  liusiness 
men,  is  the  son  of  Daniel  AV.  Buck  of  whom  our 
readers  will  be  [ileased  to  know  more  by  lef erring 
to  his  biogra|)hy  which  will  be  found  in  this 
volume.  The  son  was  l)orii  in  Lansing,  August 
22,  1854,  and  having  grown  to  manhood  here  is 
known  to  every  one  in  tlie  citv.  He  completed 
his  schooling  at  the  city  High  School  and  Bartlett's 
Business  College.  Lr  1872  he  bought  a  stock  of 
furniture  in  North  ].,ansing  and  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  that  class  of  goods.  For  eight  months  he 
carried  on  this  business  and  then  sold  it  out  to 
enter  the  employ  of  his  father,  serving  him  as 
bookkeeiter  until  1><7.'),  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  liis  father  in  the  furniture  business  and 
in  1885  lieeame  the  sole  inoprietor  of  the  establish- 
ment. Besides  this  brancli  of  l)usiness  he  also  acts 
as  funeral  director  and  is  building  up  an  excellent 
business  in  this  line,  for  whicli  he  is  well  adapted. 
The  building  in  which  Mr.  Buck's  business  is 
carried  on  was  erected  some  years  ago,  but  it  was 
improved  and  a  new  front  added  in  1890.   In  May 


of  the  same  year  Mr.  Buck  took  as  a  partner  in  his 
business  his  l)rother  Bailey'  M.  thus  making  the 
firm  M.  .7.  &  B.  M.  Buck.  He  has  a  double  store, 
measuring  44x267  feet  upon  the  ground  and  it  is 
well  filled  with  a  fine  line  of  goods;  an  elevator 
adds  to  the  conveniences  of  the  establishment 
which  covers  three  floors  and  othei-  modern  con- 
veniences are  added  to  make  this  store  popular 
and  commodious.  The  arrangement  is  exception- 
ally good  and  it  is  l5_y  far  the  largest  establishment 
of  its  kind  in  Central  Michigan,  outside  of  Grand 
Rapids.  Up  to  1889  the  firm  also  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  furniture,  making  a  large  variety 
of  excellent  wares,  but  closed  out  this  branch  of 
the  business  at  that  time. 

In  times  of  affliction  an  added  pang  is  often 
inflicted  upon  those  in  sorrow  through  the  mistakes 
and  awkwardness  and  possible  lack  of  consideration 
on  the  part  of  one  who  has  the  funeral  in  charge, 
and  for  this  reason  a  man  like  Mr.  Buck,  who 
makes  a  study  of  his  business  and  wliose  kindly 
heart  im[)els  him  to  lighten  the  burden  of  others, 
is  doulily  welcome  in  the  liouse  of  sorrow.  Mr. 
Buck  is  always  sought  for  in  this  capacity,  as  his 
thoughtfulness  is  tlioroughly  appreciated  Ijy  those 
who  liave  had  to  p.ass  througli  the  dark  shadows 
of  life.  In  tliis  connection  it  is  well  to  remark 
that  Mr.  Buck  has  been  made  the  President  of  the 
State  Association  of  Funeral  Directors,  which  met 
in  Traverse  City  in  August,  1891. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  15uck  to  Miss  Lizzie  A. 
Allen,  daughter  of  Abraham  Allen,  took  place 
February  8,  \H7H,  but  their  ha|ipy  wedded  life  was 
brief  as  the  beloved  wife  was  taken  awa\-  by  death 
November  7,  1880.  Bailey  M.  Buck  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  was  liorn  in  Lansing,  December 
28,*  1865.  and  was  here  reared  and  educated,  grad- 
uating at  Bartlett's  Business  College.  He  then 
became  book-keeper  for  his  father  and  brother 
until  1888,  after  which  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  AVilliam  Vanliuren  (now  United  States 
Marshal)  in  the  manufacturing  of  furniture  at  the 
Buck  Furniture  Factoiy.  After  operating  this  bus- 
iness for  a  year,  they  sold  it  out  and  in  May,  1890 
Bailey  M.  became  a  i)artner  witli  his  lirother  in  the 
present  firm. 

M.  J.  Buck  is  identified  with  the  Masonic    lodges 
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.'iiul  lviii!Jlil>  TeiniilMi-  hi  wliicli  order  he  lia:<  for 
eleven  vein.-  Iield  otiiee.  mid  now  i>  I'lisl  Kiiii- 
iienl  Coniliiandei-.  lie  is  a  clNiiter  iiieiiihei- mimI  :ui 
((llieiid  ill  the  Order  of  Klks  and  is  the  father  of 
the  Boat  (liili  whieli  he  re-oruaiiized  in  1^(H2  and 
of  wliieii  lie  has  been  I'resident  foi-  two  years.  The 
(iiand  River  Boat  (luh  was  first  orjjanized  in  1H72, 
wliieh  oroanization  is  a  member  of  the  Xorfli- 
western  Amateur  Uowiini  Association.  .Mr.  15uel< 
is  the  \'iee-l*resident  of  the  Executive  Board.  He 
lias  been  lillino  tiie  office  of  City  Treasurer  for  two 
tei'ms.  wliieli  position  was  forced  upon  him,  as  he 
preferred  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  liis]private 
luisiness.  His  political  altiliations  are  with  the 
Deinoeratic  party  and  In  it>  fiitnre  he  leeU  .-i 
stroiifi'  contidence. 

In  connection  with  his  sketch    may    he    found    a 
lithoijraphic  portrait  of  .Mr.   BucU. 


,^^   llAHl.K.S  1).  DOlHiK.     The  uentleman  wliose 
lame    heads   this   sketch    is  a  man    who  li;is 


attained  consideralile  prominence  in  the 
capital  city  liy  reason  of  his  intelli<ien<-e  and  pro- 
gressive tendencies  and  also  his  jiciiial.  frank  and 
winninii  wa\s.  lie  is  the  entjineer  of  the  city 
water-works  and  has  been  so  enuaued  since  IHHf}. 
He  has  a  \eiv  pU'asant  home  at  117  Larch  .SIk'cI. 
N.  lie  was  born  at  Ijiswich.  .Mass..  Novenilier  10, 
1H4',I.  Comint;'  to  this  city  in  the  meridian  of  his 
manhood  he  was  well  titted  to  take  a  leading  place 
in  the  conduct  of  municipal  affairs. 

Our  subject's  fathei.  llervey  Dodge,  wasa  native 
of  Beverly.  Mass..  and  his  arandfather,  Sanniel 
Dodsic,  who  was  also  born  in  Massachu.setts,  was  of 
Kiiiilish  descent.  He  was  in  the  War  of  1X12, 
thouii'li  he  had  followed  the  sea  from  boyhood. 
He  was  o^vner  and  captain  of  a  ves.sel  tliat  ))licd 
between  Boston  and  the  West  Indies.  On  the  iv- 
tnrn  from  one  of  his  trips  he  was  taken  sick  and 
died,  while  still  comparatively  young.  His  wife, 
whose  name  before  her  marriage  was  Klizabeth 
Dane  and  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  sister  of 
Xathan    Dane.  :\  iironiineiit  attorney  in  that  State. 


The  father  of  our  subject  w.-is  a  (■.■ibiiirl  ni;ikcr  :iiid 
a  manufacturer  of  riirnitiirc  .-il  1  tic,-i.  N.  V..  and 
from  theic  he  went  to  Akron.  ()hio.  thence  to 
()beiliii  as  a  pioneer,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
the  lirst  coiiijle  married  in  Oberlin.  Lorain  ( dniity, 
()liio,  by  I'resident  IMahaii.  Later  he  )icc:iiiu'  a 
manufacturer  of  furniture  in  ()bfrliii.  wa-  luirncd 
out  three  times  and  suftered  heavy  hjsses.  He 
also  ran  a  sawmill  and  at  last  became  blind,  tak- 
ing cold  while  at  work  in  the  sawmill.  liitlam- 
mation  set  in  in  his  eyes  and  by  taking  o\er-doses 
of  calomel,  he  became  .salivated  and  blindness  re- 
sulted, lie  w;is,  however,  so  aiiibilious  that  he  still 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  ;ind  so  delicate  did 
his  sense  of  touch  become  that  he  was  iii.-iblcd  to  do 
the  linest  work.  lie  joined  Ills  children  in  Micli- 
iifan  in  IKMOand  here  died  in  ls(«."i:il  the  age  of 
se\-enty-.seven  years.  He  lia<l  for  many  years  been 
.•1  nieinlicr  of  the  Congregational  Churcli. 

.Mr.  Dodge's  mother  was.  in  her  maiden  days,  a 
Aliss  .Vnaeliiie  Ste\ciis.  She  w;is  born  in  Brattle-, 
boro,  X.  11..  aii<l  was  a  daughler  of  Bradstreet 
Stevens,  who  was  .-i  natixcof  New  1  Itunpshire  or 
Connecticut.  lie  w;is  a  raiincr  in  the  northern 
part  of  \'ennoiit  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  cleared  a  farm.  The  gen- 
tlem.an  was  one  of  the  principals  in  organizing  the 
Oberlin  College,  being  a.ssoeiated  with  I'resideiil 
Mahan.  and  was  one  of  the  lirst  Directors.  lie 
was  of  Scotch  descent  and  a  member  of  the  (  on- 
uregalion.-il  ('liiirch.  His  wife  was.  before  her 
marriage,  a  .Miss  Betsey  llartwell,  also  of  Scotch 
descent  and  a  representative  of  a  jirominent  family. 

The  mother  of  the  original  of  our  sketch  went 
to  Ohio  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  and  w:is 
educated  at  Oberlin  College.  .She  taught  school 
for  years  and  died  in  IXXI>  while  on  a  visit  to 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  to  her  daughter.  She  was  at  that 
time  an  octogenarian:  she  was  buried  at  Lansing. 
Mr.  Dodoe  is  one  of  six  children,  there  being  live 
sons  and  one  daugliti'r.  All  are  still  living  and 
all    reside    in     .Micliig.in    exce|(ting    the   daughter, 

whose    1 ic    i>    ill   Cleveland.      lie   of    whom    we 

write  is  the  second  youngest  child  and  tin  only 
one  born  in  ^Massachusetts.  lie  w.as  reared  in 
( )berliu. 

The  metal  of  which  our  subject  is  made  is  shown 
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in  the  fact  tli-it  durino-  war  times  he  left  home  and 
detei'ininiiio;  to  get  as  near  the  field  of  battle  as 
possible,  ran  as  newsboy  when  only  fijurteeu  years 
of  age  on  the  Wabash  and  ilichigan  Southern 
Railroad.  He  ran  between  Toledo  to  the  State 
line  of  Missouri  and  from  Toledo  to  Chicago.  He 
was  so  employed  for  about  two  years  and  then  be- 
came lirakcman  on  the  Lake  Shore  ite  Michigan 
Southern  between  Cleveland  and  Toledo.  Eigh- 
teen months  were  spent  in  this  way  and  he  was 
then  put  on  as  an  extra  baggageraaster  on  the  same 
point  and  railroad.  During  this  time  he  witnessed 
some  terrible  casualties,  having  been  in  two  acci- 
dents, one  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  in  which  several  of 
the  passengers  were  killeil,  and  the  other  the  mem- 
orable accident  of  the  Lake  Shore  it  Michigan 
Southern  at  Elkhart,  Ind. 

When  a  little  over  eighteen  our  subject  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  fireman  on  the  Cleve- 
land ife  Pittsburg  Railroad  and  remained  in  this 
position  for  four  years  and  eight  months.  He 
then  became  engineer  and  was  thus  employed  for 
eleven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resigned 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Nickle  Plate  road 
between  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Chicago  as  engin- 
eer on  a  construction  train.  After  a  short  time  he 
ran  as  engineer  between  Bellevue  and  Ft.  Wayne, 
and  remained  there  until  he  left  railroading,  re- 
signing in  IW'2.  He  was  aliout  twenty-one  years 
on  the  road  and  although  in  three  different  acci- 
dents ho  had  collided  witli  other  trains  he  was 
never  hurt. 

In  1H82  the  original  of  our  sketch  started  in  the 
coal  and  wood  business  in  this  city.  Eor  one  year 
he  conducted  tlie  Imsiness  alone  and' then  took  in- 
to  partnership  Lawrence  Price,  and  the  business 
was  done  under  the  firm  name  of  Price  it  Dodge 
until  1885.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  his  interest 
and  soon  after  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Water  Works  as  engineer  and  has  since  liad  charge 
of  this  liranch  of  the  city  government.  The 
Worthington  pump  is  employed  in  these  water 
works  whicli  are  of  higii  and  low  pressure  and  are 
supi)lied  with  two  independent  condensers.  They 
have  a  capacity  of  three  million  gallons  and  have 
a  motive  power  of  two  hundred  and  eigiity  horse 
power.     The  stand-pipe  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 


two  feet  in  height,  while  the  diameter  inside  is 
eighteen  feet.  It  has  a  capacity  of  two  thousand 
gallons  to  the  foot.  The  care  of  these  interests 
take  all  of  his  time  and  attention.  Mr.  Dodge  pat- 
ented a  boiler  cleaner  in  August,  1890.  It  is  called 
the  Dodge  Automatic  Boiler  Cleaner.  He  has  also 
altered  the  condensers  used  in  the  city  so  that  they 
make  a  different  style  of  spray. 

Mr.  Dodge's  marriage  took  place  in  Salem,  Col- 
umbiana County,  Ohio,  in  1879,  at  which  time  he 
was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Arta  Snyder, 
who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Salem,  (Jhio,  where  she  taught  school 
nine  years  previous  to  her  marriage.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Charles  A.,  Frederick  AV.,  Frank  H.  and  Helen  E. 
Don  M,  died  in  early  childhood  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  belongs  to  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  belonged  to  the  Division  of 
Brotherhood  LocomotiveJJngineers.  Dr.  Dodge 
affiliates  with  the  Dey|MHfic  element  and  has  been 
a  frequent  delegat^B^iTOth  county  and  State  con- 
ventions. He  is  a  member  of'  the  Fifth  Ward  City 
Committee  and  whether  in  politics  or  the  particular 
line  of  his  own  business,  he  is  an  ardent  and  en- 
thusiastic worker. 

It  m.iy  be  of  interest  to  many  to  know  that  the 
water  that  is  supplied  by  the  city  of  Lansing  is 
obtained  from  artesian  wells.  There  are  fourteen 
in  all  that  vary  in  depth  from  thirty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep.  The  water  that  is 
obtained  from  these  sources  is  exceptionally  pure 
and  is  (juite  as  satisfactory  as  any  system  in  use  in 
the  State.  The  water  that  is  kept  in  the  i)ipes  is 
only  sufficient  for  force  pressure  and  can  be  readily 
shut  off. 


I=L).^ 


AMES  A.  SHERWOOD.     It  must  be  a  great 

satisfaction  to  a   man    in    going  through  so 

beautiful  a    town    as    is    Jlason,    located  in 

Ingham  County-,    tliis    State,  to  feel  that  he 

has    been    instrumental    in    upbuilding   the  place, 
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tliiil  its  siilistiintinl  liiiildinii's  are  in  a  <Ji'i'at  dearei' 
the  «<irk  of  his  liaiids  aiul  that  tlu'  ideas  of  eom- 
tdrt  ill  the  iiiaiiuer  of  livint;'.  have  Iteeii  his  own 
.siiijifestidiis.  ( )ur  suhject  is  a  contractor  and 
liuihier.  iiial<inij  his  liome  in  Mason,  and  lie.  in 
connection  with  the  firm  with  wliich  he  is  asso- 
ciated, has  put  up  tlie  hira<-«l  nunilier  of  huildinifs 
.■in<l  of  the  best  cl.'iss,  that  tlie  town  boasts.  lie 
liiinself  owns  a  very  pleasant  home  in  the  town  and 
is  the  head  of  a  family  th;it  .■idds  lireatly  to  the  so- 
cial standinjj'  of  tiie  jjlace. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  liorn  at  Myron.  (Jenesee 
(  ouiity.  N.  v..  ;May  -27.  I.h:;4.  lie  thesonof  .hihn 
and  .\nn  ( Nan  liiiint)  Sherwood,  tlie  former  a  na- 
tive of  C'oiinecticnt  and  the  latter  of  New  York. 
The  father  was  a  car|)eiiter  by  trade,  and  the  tirst 
ideas  that  our  subject  received  of  the  business  to 
which  he  now  devotes  himself  M'ere  acciuired  un- 
der the  liuidinu  hand  of  that  skilled  workman, 
.loliii  .Sherwood  was  a  .soldier  in  the  War  of  1K12. 
lie  resided  near  Buffalo  and  offered  his  services  at 
four  different  times  to   protect    the  St.ate  from  the 


incursions  of  the  BritisI 


He  survived  until  IHtJi; 


and  was  about  seventy-three  years  of  nsje  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  He  left  a  widow  .•iiid  eight 
children,  of  which  our  subject  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Si.K  of  the  family  are  still  liviny  .and 
wliere\'er  they  are  located,  have  made  useful  .mikI 
honorable  members  of  society.  One  of  our  sub- 
iect's  brothers,  (ieoiiie  W..  who  now  lives  in  .lack- 
son  County.  scive(l  in  the  War  of  the  RebellHUi 
for  four  years  and  a  half,  and  the  pafernal  "rand- 
father,  Nathan  Sherwood,  serxcd  in  the  Ivcvolu- 
tionary  \\  ar  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  and  was 
with  Washinjiton's  .-Vrnu'  durini>-  tlu'  memorable 
winter  s|>ent  at  \'alley  l'"ort!e. 

The  oriiiinal  of  our  sketch  worked  with  his 
father  at  his  trade  for  a  period  of  a  year  or  more 
after  he  was  grown.  His  marriage  took  place  De- 
cember 1,  1858.  his  bride  being  Miss  .Matilda  !■;. 
Smith,  a  native  of  Kngland,  in  wliich  countrv  she 
was  born  .January  (!,  lH3(i.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
(ieorge  K.  Smith,  and  came  to  .Vmerica  witli  her 
parents  when  aliout  seven  years  of  age.  .lames 
Sherwood  followed  his  occupation  until  his  eiilist- 
iiieiit  111  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  wliicli  occurred 
in   Decemlier.  IHCil.      Afteraliout  foui-teeii  months' 


ser\'ice  he  was  dischargc(i  on  account  of  disability. 
He  was  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  .Mountain,  also  at 
Kap|)alianiiock  liridge.  at  Thoroughfare  (iap,  at 
the  tight  of  tlie  second  Hull  Run,  and  at  Chantilly. 
lie  enlisted  again  in  December  1H7.S,  and  this  time 
he  remained  with  the  army  until  October  .">,  IHO.T. 
and  during  this  period  wa^  in  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  and  then  in  front  of  Peteisbiiig.  and  at 
Beams  Station,  where  one-half  of  their  corps  were 
captured.  He  was  a  participant  in  many  skir- 
mishes, too  numerous  to  mention,  and  it  was  a  fa- 
miliar trick  to  dig  holes  in  the  ground  to  keej)  out 
of  range  of  bursting  shells.  The  tii'st  lime  he  en- 
listed he  was  a  member  of  the  ( )ne  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Infantry.  Company  I'.,  and  the  second  time 
he  belonged  to  Company  1.  of  the  Kightli  Heavy 
New  York  .Vrtillery.  He  who  so  loyally  gave  his 
time  and  took  the  chances  )f  war.  is  the  recipient 
of  .-1  pension,  of  which  he  is    more   than  deserving. 

The  month  after  returning  to  his  family  from 
the  war.  he  moved  his  household  gods  and  goods 
to  N'evny  Township.  Ingham  County,  this  .Stale. 
where  two  children  were  born,  two  having  pre- 
viouslv  been  born  in  New  York  State.  Carrie  H„ 
the  eldest  daughter,  boin  ( Ictober  I.  1H5'.I.  is  a 
teacher  in  the  .m-IiooIs  of  .Mason,  from  which  she 
gia<lnate(l.  .She  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
educational  work,  as  is  |ir()\'en  liy  her  cont  inneil 
employment  in  the  .schools  of  Mason,  where  she 
has  been  teaching  for  several  years.  Nellie,  who 
was  born  .September  H.  \H(U\.  became  the  wife  of 
William  Woodbine,  and  died  February  2H.  188;"); 
.Vda.  born  in  Michigan.  .Inly  li.  IStiH,  is  the  wife 
of  .lolin  N.  Smith.  .She  is  the  mother  of  two 
bright  and  interesting  children.  Her  family  m.'ikes 
their  home  in  .Mason:  Irene,  born  .Inly  .'i.  187<i. 
diecl  .at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  was  greatly 
mourned  by  her  young  friends  with  whom  she  had 
been  as.sociated  in  school  and  sf)ciety  as  well  as  her 
own  iinnicdi.'itc  laniily.  She  had  graduated  fi-oin 
the  Mason  High  School  the  same  year  in  which 
she  died. 

( )iir  suliject  entered  the  partnership  (jf  Peek  A' 
Sherwood,  in  187-1.  the  tirin  having  been  instru- 
mental ill  erecting  some  of  the  best  buildings  in 
.Mason.  They  handle  all  manner  of  building  ma- 
terial, and  are  closelv    connected    with  the  f;r,nvth 
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<if  the  IdWii.  lie  iif  wlidin  we  \vritt' litis  evei' Irtkfli 
;i  livi'h'  iiiti'ivsl  ill  |ii>litirs.  t':i\(iriiiu'  tlii'  lactic-  of 
tilt'  DfimnTiUic  partv.  lie  lias  been  'rii'asuroi-  in 
^[asoii  fdi'  thri't'  ti'ims.  He  is  a  meiiiln-i-  of  tlic 
Ma-oiiic  frati'iiiily.  and  like  most  of  tliosc  who 
look  part  in  the  terrible  striiiiule  between  North 
anil  South,  is  a  member  of  the  (irand  Aiiiiy  of  tlie 
Republic,  lie  is  a  Knight  of  I'ythias.  a  Kniii'ht  of 
Honor,  anil    also  bcloiiu-    to  the    Rox.-il  Arcanum. 


inV  KlUKN  1!.  HILI.IAIH).  Our  subject,  al- 
thoiiifli  the  proprietor  of  one  hiimlred  and 
forty  acres  of  good  land  on  section  >^.  Del- 
\^;  phi  Townshi|),  lni>liam  Coniity.  has  for 
many  years  devoted  himself  to  the  noble  callinuof 
teachiiiii.  llis  has  been  the  sacred  privileo'e  to  take 
yonnii'  minds  and  develop  and  cultivate  them,  see- 
inu,  them  urow  from  formless  disembodied  sh.ajies 
to  tliini;s  of  lo\  cliiicss.  and  the  traiuinu'  of  tlie 
moral  life  he  li.as  always  considered,  not  of  secon- 
dary importance  but  the  ](rime  object  in  his  work. 
First  of  all.  a  child  mu-t  have  |irinciples  of  honor 
and  hisih-toned  [(iirity  ini;ruined  into  its  whole 
knowleduc  and  beinsi'  btfort  any  kind  of  a  beauti- 
ful >lriicliire  of  intelliu'ence  can  be  erected.  This. 
he  of  whom  we  ha\i'  the  jileasure  of  writinu  this 
slioil  sketch.  lia.~  iloiic. 

.Ml.  llilliaril  was  born  in  (henanuo  (ounty. 
N.  ^  ..  March  2.  1>S12.  and  is  the  son  of  Deiinison 
11.  .■iiid  Hannah  (Hai'vey)  Ililliard.  the  father  a  na- 
ti\e  of  (  onuecticut.  Iiorn  .^jiril  •"!.  I7S!I.  and  of 
Kiiuli.'-h  .ancestry,  and  the  mother  being  born  No- 
vember 21.  1H(IH,  liaving  her  native  place  in  New 
Voik  Slate.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  about  four 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  from  their 
liist  home  to  Delphi  Township,  about  the  year  IMKi. 
Here  he  was  reared  ou  a  farm,  receiving  the  liasis 
of  his  education  in  tlie  common  schools,  after  w  hich 
he  .attended  a  .select  school  and  finished  at  the 
High  .School  at  Lansing,  this  State. 

Mr.  Hilliard  began  his  career  as  .a  teacher  .al  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  his  first  efforts  in  this  direc- 
lion  brini;  ill  llicrounliN   schools  of  his  own  lowu- 


sliip.  His  winters  were  occupied  in  pedagogic  work 
.•mil  tlie  summers  in  the  work  incident  to  a  farm, 
in  planting,  cultivatini;  and  harvesting,  for  which 
he  had  a  great  liking.  He  linally.  however,  aban- 
doned country  teaching  and  for  the  jiast  twenty 
years  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  graded 
schools  in  different  cities.  The  perfectly  outlined 
course  of  study  employed  ;it  the  |)resenl  lime,  with 
the  new  theories  in  \ogiii'  in  regard  to  mental 
training,  have  a  fascination  for  one  who  has  en- 
gaged for  some  time  iu  the  work  of  a  teacher,  lor 
it  has  greatly  improved,  at  least  in  the  scope  of 
work  if  not  always  in  general  thoroughness  upon 
the  young  mind. 

( )ur  subjects  marri.age  took  place  .August  2;"), 
l.si7:».  llis  bride  being  .Miss  .Vugusta  ,M.  Smith,  .-i 
daughter  of  Frederick  F.  and  .lane  IL.  (  Kos.-)  Smith. 
Slie  was  born  in  Ionia  (  ounty.  .Mich.,  December  l(i. 
l.s.")^t.  Her  parents  were  nati\'es  of  New  York.  I>y 
this  marriage  there  ai'e  two  children  who  have 
come  to  gladden  the  homes  and  hearts  of  their 
parents.  The  eldest,  Fred  .S.,was  born  .lanuary  21. 
1H.S2.  and  the  younucr.  Uobcrl  I!.,  first  opened  lii> 
eyes  November  ;{0,  ]HHS.  They  are  both  bright 
and  intelligent  lads,  having  for  their  years  made 
marked  progress  both  in  getting  strong  physiques 
and  in  the  develo|)iiient  of  their  minds. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  formerly  a   Dem- 
ocrat but  of   late   yeai>    he    has   affiliated  with    the 
members  of  the  F^armer's  Alliance;  striving  to  seek 
for    himself,  as  well   as   to  Jielp  his  brother  farmers 
do  the  same,  a  deeper  appreciation  :iiiiong  the  peo- 
))lc  at  large  i:>f  the  im|)ort;iiice   of.  the    agricultural 
class.      .Mr.    Hilliard    has  seveial    times    served    as 
School  Inspector,  and  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing about  many  reforms  and    much    iinprmement 
in  the  district   schools  in   the   county  to  which    he 
belongs.     Although  interested  that  the  county. and 
especially  the  part  of  it  in  which  he  resides,  should 
have  the  best  local  government  and   the  men   best 
titled  for  the  i)laees  to  be  at  the  head,  he  has  never 
in  any  sense  lieen  a  ])olitician.      He  is  a  menilier  of 
the  Di.sciples  Church  and  is  a  generous  and  devoted 
upholder  of  the  belief  .Mnd  doctrines  of  that   body. 
Our  subject's  father  was  twice  married,  lirst  .Iiine 
111.  1x17,  to  Folly  .Villi    .Miner  who    was  born  May 
22.     17'.t7.    riiid     died     .l:i  nii;ir\      j.S.     |X;!7.    liaving 
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been  tlie  mother  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  Hilliard 
was  again  married  February  5,  1838,  to  Hannah 
Ilarvey  by  whom  he  had  eight  children.  He  de- 
parted this  life  April  25,  1871,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  and  his  wife  died  some  years  later.  In  this 
large  family  of  nineteen  children  Reuben  was  the 
fourteenth  in  order  of  birth.  Their  names  and 
dates  are  as  follows:  Diantha,  born  January  9, 1818, 
Lydia,  December  29,  1819;  Amos,  June  21,  1821; 
Denisou  M.,  May  2,  1823;  Nelson,  November  6, 
1824;  Cynthia  Eunice,  December  8,  1826;  Polly 
Angelina,  May  U,  1829;  Martha  S.,  January  30, 
1831;  Jackson  M.,  September  16,  1832;  Henry  R., 
September  5,  1835;  Charles  M.,  January  6,  1837; 
Amanda,  July  25,  1839;  Lee,  February  4,  1841; 
Reuben  B.,  our  subject;  Emily  C,  December  22, 
1843;  James  K.  P.,  May  3,  1845;  Lucy  M.,  April 
1(1.  IK  17;  Arabella  A.,  November  7,  1849;  Elenor 
A.,  January  30,  1852. 

Mr.  Hilliard's  wife  is  the  second  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  all  of  whom  are  girls.  They  are  El- 
vira S.,  Mrs.  Hilliard,  Amelia  and  Elenore.  The 
eldest  daughter  married  John  McCarthy-  and 
makes  her  home  at  (xrand  Rapids;  Amelia  married 
Thomas  McCarthy,  a  brother  of  her  eldest  sister's 
husband,  also  of  Grand  Rapids;  Elenore  married 
Herbert  Ilartsuff  and  lives  in  Livingston  County. 


=^=m>^^<m^ 


^^j  APT.  GEORGE  FOWLER.  It  is  with  sincere 
f|(  pleasure    that  the   biographer    responds  to 

^1^'  the  call  to  give  the  life  facts  in  regard  to 
any  of  our  fellow  citizens  wlio  fought  for  the  honor 
of  the  old  flag,  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil 
War.*  The  old  blue  coat,  which  is  now  becoming  a 
thing  of  the  past  upon  our  pul)lic  thoroughfares, 
ever  awakens  a  throb  of  genuine  exultation  and 
the  spirit  of  reverential  admiration,  and  in  our 
hearts  if  not  in  the  eye  of  man  the  empty  sleeve 
and  the  faded  old  coat  receive  oin-  homage. 

The  good  captain  whose  name  ap|)ears  at  llie 
head  of  this  paragiaph.  is  one  of  tlie  citizens  of 
Lansing  who  has  the  respect  of  all  who  know  hiin. 
He  was  boi'n  in  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. 


upon  the  22d  of  Julj',  1835,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  he  came  West  with  his  parents 
to  this  place  now  known  as  Fowlerville,  Mich.  His 
father  Hon.  Ralph  Fowler,  was  born  in  Trenton,  On- 
eida County,  N.  Y.,  October  26,  1808,  and  his  grand- 
father Walter,  who  was  a  native  of  IMassachusetts 
and  a  Major  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a  son  of  Capt. 
David,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Maj. 
Walter  was  a  lumberman  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
and  he  married  Lucy  Campbell,  who  was  born  in 
Southwick,  Mass.,  in  1772  and  became  Mrs.  Fowler 
in  1792. 

This  wedded  iiair  journeyed  to  Oneida  County, 
in  1798  and  settled  in  Steuben  and  in  1808  they 
located  in  Trenton,  where  the  Major  died  about 
1841.  Ralph  Fowler  grew  up  on  the  farm,  attend- 
ing school  during  the  winters,  and  at  the  age  <jf 
twenty-two  began  life  for  himself.  After  one  year 
he  rented  a  farm  with  his  brother-in-law  and  car- 
ried on  a  dairy  business  for  two  years  successfully. 
Upon  the  14th  of  April  1832,  he  was  married  to 
Martha  Smith.  In  1833  they  came  to  Geneseo, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  for  one  year  rented 
a  farm  of  (xen.  Wadsworth,  after  which  Mr.  Fowler 
became  home  agent  for  the  General,  having  charge 
of  a  part  of  his  largest  estate.  He  spent  two  years 
in  his  service  and  acquired  during  that  time  a  fair 
education  as  the  General  sent  him  for  three  nights 
of  each  week  dviring  half  of  the  one  year  to  night 
school. 

In  1835  Ralph  Fowler  found  himself  possessed 
of  $2,000,  and  coming  to  Michigan  made  a  home 
for  himself  by  buying  one  section  of  Government 
land  at  Fowlerville,  and  the  following  year  he 
brought  his  family.  Two  other  families  then  foi-m-'d 
the  population  of  this  township,  namely  the  Ilan- 
dys  and  the  Metcalfs.  Mr.  Fowler  took  im  active 
part  in  organizing  the  township  of  Handy  and  was 
its  first  Supervisor,  holding  that  ofHce  for  many 
years  and  becoming  one  of  its  prominent  men.  He 
improved  his  land  and  laid  out  and  named  the  vil- 
lage of  Fowlerville.  He  was  active  in  theconstruc- 
ti(jn  of  the  wagon  road  lietween  Fowlerville  and 
Howell  and  was  very  liberal  to  all  church  and  luii- 
evolent  objects. 

The  father  of  our  subject  represented  his  district 
in  this    Legislature    in    the    session    of    1843-44 
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and  ajjaiii  in  tlmt  of  !><;")  I -.V2  nnd  also  in 
the  .special  sesssion  of  I80I.  ,iimI  wa.-^  ciiairinan  of 
various  important  t'oniniittt'i'>.  Ilv  was  a  "red  hot 
Di'nioiTat"  and  inrtucntial  in  ins  party,  and  lie  wa> 
Ml]  ai-ti\t'  vvoikci  and  t'hiss-lA'a<l('i-  in  the  Methodist 
Ki)iscopal  t  liuivli.  In  laying'  out  Fowlerville  ho 
jjlatted  forty  aeres  in  tiie  villaoe  and  gave  away 
every  other  hit  to  .-my  in.MU  wlio  would  liuild  a 
home  iijion  it.  Ilcliuilt  the  Hrsl  store  and  followed 
it  \\\i  with  nunu'rous  otiicr  edifices,  lie  continued 
faruiini;  .•nid  dealing  in  real  estate  until  his  death 
which  took  |ilace.  Septenilicr  211.    tH87. 

'I'he  mother  of  our  suliject.  who  liore  the  ni.'iiden 
of  Marth.'i  Smith.  wa>  a  d;iughtei'  of  .loliii  Sniitli  a 
fanner  and  a  luuner  of  linu'stoiic  in  lleikinier 
t'ountv.  N.  y.  After  lier  death  which  took  l)lace 
in  1844,  Mr.  Fowlei-  married  .Mrs.  .Mai-y  (Smith) 
Fowler,  who  was  liorn  in  N.  Y..  and  died  October 
3,  1887.  P.y  the  first  mari-iage  there  wei-e  the  fol- 
lowing children.  (George,  Lucy,  who  died  in  18(i8; 
Charles,  who  resides  iu  I'owlerville:  .loanna.  Mrs. 
I'.almerton:  Walter  1>.  who  died  in  infancy:  and 
Walter  the  >econd.  who  .-ilso  died. 

The  lio\hoiiiI  (if  our  ~ulijecl  wa-  pa~>cd  in  l-"ow- 
lcr\-ille  amidst  the  surroundin.g>  of  pioneer  life. 
He  remeinliei.-  when  this  part  of  the  country  wa-^  a 
wild  waste  ami  g:ime  was  |)lentiful.  lie  was  carl\' 
set  to  work,  iiut  had  the  |iri\ilege  of  attending 
M-liool  in  the  winter  at  the  log  schoolhotlses  whose 
slab  licnchcs  and  (|uill  pens  have  gone  (|uite  out  of 
date.  While  >till  <|uite  a  little  lad  he  used  to  haul 
wheat  to  Detroit,  and  lii'ing  goods  hack  to  l''o\vler- 
ville. 

Henrietta  S.  L.  I'losa  n.atix'e  of  ( iermany.  Iiecanie 
the  wife  of  our  subject  at  (ienoa.  Mich.,  .luly  3. 
IM.To.  Her  father  Dr.  .Andrew  Pless,  was  a  surgeini 
in  the  (ierman  .\rmy.  who  cinie  to  Livingston 
County,  Mich..au<i  bought  a  farm  in  (ienoa  Town- 
sliij).  The  young  enuple  made  their  first  home  to- 
■  rether  upon  a  farm  iu  Handy  Township,  and  then 
foi-  two  years  had  charge  of  a  hotel  at  Prightoii. 

The  aimv  i-ecord  of  ^Ir.  Fowler  began  .Vugust  1. 
lS(il.  when  he  enli>ted  in  Company  K.  Ninth 
-Michitran  Infantry.  lli>  lir>t  b.attle  w:i>  .-it  .Mur- 
freesboro.  Teun..  and  .lul\  l.'i.  he  w:i>  Avnunded 
through  the  right  hip  by  .-i  minie  b.-ill.  lie  wjis 
taken  prisoner  and  received  good   care,  and   being 


placed  ujiou  p.-irole  was  exchanged  in  ( )ctobei'. 
18()2.  I'rexious  to  this  exchange  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  in  Coini)any  H, 
First  Michigan  .Sliar))  Shooters,  which  he  had  helped 
to  laise.  He  sjient  seven  monthsat  Cainp  Douglas 
Chicagt).  guarding  the  rebel  prisoners,  and  then 
joined  the  Ninth  .\rniy  Corps,  at  its  re-firganization 
at  .Vnnapolis.  Ind. 

Subse(pient  to  thi>  lie  was  a  participant  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness.  Castleview,  and  .Spott- 
-Mlvania  Court-house,  doing  ten  days'  fighting  in 
these  three  battles,  and  upon  May  1 3.  was  jjromoted 
to  the  rank  of  Cajjlain.  The  previous  day  he 
w;is  wounded  in  the  left  hip  by  .a  minie  ball  which 
l)assed  through  his  hi)),  and  the  same  day  .anothei' 
minie  ball  passed  through  the  palm  of  his  right  hand. 
He  w.as  carried  from  the  field  on  a  stretcher  by  four 
men.  and  was  taken  to  Washington  and  thence  .sent 
honu'  to  stay  till  his  recovery,  which  was  only  ])ar- 
tial  as  it  lelt  liim  a  cripple.  He  reporteil  to  De- 
troit and  was  placed  upon  piovost  guard  dut\  in 
assisting  to  guard  deserters.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  the  close  of  the  wai'.  .lune  2U.  ISli,").  and  bi'iiii!- 
ill  a  badly  crippled  condition  he  e.-ime  to  Lansing, 
where  his  wife  had  li\ed  since  the  war  broke  out. 

Ill  IMC?  (apt.  Fowler  l)eeame  foreman  for  Huck- 
hiiid.  Allen  iV  \\ise.  remaining  with  the  firm  till 
IKMO.  when  he  lost  his  right  lianil  by  .-in  accident 
in  the  machinery.  He  now  had  to  learn  ft)  write 
with  his  left  hand,  which  was  an  arduous  task.  In 
187il  and  18><(l.  he  served  in  the  Senate  as  second 
.\,ssistant  .Sergeant  at  .Vrms.  and  in  I  !S,s  1  and  1M«2 
be  was  First  ,\.ssistant  in  the  same  capacity,  liefore 
his  term  of  .service  had  expired  he  was  appointed 
City  Marshal  of  Lansing,  for  two  year,s,  and  befoie 
that  time  had  passed  he  was  made  De])utv  Sheriff 
for  four  years,  under  Thomas  McKernon.  He  also 
served  two  and  one  half  years  as  Constable,  after 
he  had  acted  for  some  time  a.s  a  ixiliceman.  While 
acting  as  Deputy-Sheriff  he  took  up  the  business 
of  collecting. 

Cnpt.  Fowler  has  a  pro|>erty  comprising  half  an 
acre  on  the  corner  of  River  and  Cherry  .Streets 
where  he  has  j\ist  completed  three  handsome  resi- 
dences. Ills  home  has  lieeii  blessed  by  the  liirlli  of 
three  dauiihters:  .Mattie.  who  died  at  the  aye  of 
seventeen;  Flora  who   is   s\   graduate   of   the    High 
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School  and  was  the  assistant  engrossing  and  enrol- 
ling clerk  of  the  house  of  Representatives  but  is  now 
holding  a  lucrative  position  in  the  department  of 
the  Labor  Bureau;  and  (Trace.  He  is  identified 
with  the  F'ree  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  witli  the 
Royal  Arch  ^Masons  and  has  been  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  lie  has 
held  nearly  all  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  Charles  T. 
Foster  Post,  No.  42,  G.  A.  R.  of  which  he  is  a  char- 
ter member.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
his  religious  home  and  he  is  active  in  its  service, 
having  been  Steward  for  twelve  years.  He  is  strong 
in  his  belief  of  the  policy  and  future  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  is  a  delegate  to  many  county. 
Congressional  and  State  Conventions,  as  well  as 
being  a  member  of  the  Democratic  ward  and  city 
committees.  He  is  a  gentleman  whose  character 
and  .abilities  give  him  the  respect  of  the  community, 
and  his  enterpri.se  and  progressive  ideas  place  him- 
iu  the  front  rank  among  business  men. 


"^_ 


/ 


AWRENCE  PRICE,  who  is  Chief  of  Police 
and  the  Marshal  of  Lansing,  is  one  of  the 
^  most  prominent  men  in  the  city,  not  only  on 
account  of  his  natural  abilities  and  success  in 
business,  but  also  because  of  his  war  record,  which 
shows  him  as  a  true  and  loyal  son  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land, at  Tempomore,  upon  the  27th  of  May, 
1843.  His  father,  Martin  Price,  was  a  farmer  in 
Tipperary,  and  remained  there  \nitil  1X49,  when 
he  brought  his  family  to  America.  They  left 
Waterford,  embarking  upon  a  sailing  vessel,  "Cur- 
rimore,"  and  having  lieen  five  weeks  and  three 
days  upon  the  ocean,  landed  at  Quebec.  They 
made  their  first  home  at  Lewiston,  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y..  which  was  at  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion. 

^lartin  Price,  having  the  command  of  the  trade 
of  a  mason,  was  able  at  once  to  find  woi'k  in  this 
capacity,  but  flnally  drifted  into  agricultural  pur- 
suits.    In  18()7  he  came  to  Michigan   and  located 


in  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  adjoining  the  Agricultural  College.  His  ex- 
cellent and  faithful  wife  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  himself,  and  I)ore  the  name  of  Ann 
Eagan.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Low  Eagan,  and 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  third,  being  six  years  old  when 
he  came  to  America. 

The  boy  took  an  oi'dinary  common-school  edu- 
cation at  his  liome  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
afterward  attended  the  academy  at  Lewiston.  He 
remained  at  home  until  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  tMilisted  in  the  service  of  the 
I'nion  army  in  August,  18G2,  entering  Battery  M, 
of  the  First  New  York  Light  Artillery.  He  went 
from  Buffalo  to  Albany,  and  from  there  was  sent 
South,  his  battery  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  These  raw  recruits  were  at  once 
sent  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Antietain,  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville.  .\t  this  la-^t  battle  the  young  sol- 
dier was  wounded  by  a  shell  whicli  exi)lo(led  very 
near  him.  His  arm  was  i)adly  wounded,  and  he 
considers  it  a  miracle  that  he  did  not  lose  it.  For 
a  short  while  he  was  in  the  field  hosi)ital,  and  then 
as  he  was  doing  well,  he  returned  to  camp  instead 
of  going  on  to  the  permanent  hospital.  At  Get- 
tysburg, again,  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
arm  and  after  that  battle  his  l^attery  followed 
Lee  in  his  retreat  into  Virginia,  as  far  as  Raccoon 
Ford. 

This  battery  was  now  ordered  back  to  Washing- 
ton, and  was  thence  sent  West  to  reinforce  Rose- 
crans  at  Chattanooga.  It  was  in  action  at 
Wahatchie  Valley  and  at  Missionary  Ridge,  and 
wintered  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and  in  the  si)ring 
joined  Sherman  in  Georgia,  being  witli  him  at  Re- 
saca,  Dallas  and  Ringgold,  and  also  at  Pumpkin- 
vine  Creek,  Culp's  Farm,  and  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
It  was  among  the  first  tr(:>ops  which  entered  At- 
lanta and  then  went  on  with  Sherman  tn  the  sea, 
entering  Sa\annah  upon  Decemliei' 21.  After  that 
t'ampaign  they  tunuMl  Nortii,  passing  througli 
the  Old  North  Slate,  touching  Raleigh,  Averys- 
boro  and  Bentonville.  At  this  point  our  suljject 
was  wounded  in  the   face,  although   not  severely, 
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hut  lyid  the  great  misfortune  of  heius;  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  rebels  autl  sent  to  the  loathsome 
and  terrible  place  of  captivity  known  as  Libby 
Prison. 

The  war  was  now  nearly  at  an  end,  and  by  rea- 
son of  this  the  city  of  Uichniond  was  soon  evacu- 
ati'd  liy  the  Confederate  force?,  and  the  prisonei-s 
were  released.  Mr.  Price  entered  tlie  parole  camp 
in  Maryland,  and  was  soon  granted  thirty  days" 
furlough  to  go  home,  but  his  intense  desire  to  "be 
in  at  the  end"  prevented  his  taking  full  advantage 
of  this  leave  of  absence,  and  after  six  days  he  was 
again  with  his  regiment  and  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review,  subsequent  to  which  they  went  to 
■Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  upon  June  29,  1865,  the.y 
were  mustered  out. 

Following  Ills  war  experience,  Mr.  Price  decided 
to  go  to  the  oil  regions  to  work  and  speculate,  and 
there  he  continued  until  thespring  of  1866,  when 
he  came  to  Lansing,  reaching  this  city  upon  tliQ 
26th  of  April.  He  commenced  work  on  a  farm 
within  the  city  limits  and  afterward  purchased  im- 
proved property  ,  in  Bath  Township,  Clinton 
County,  and  also  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  wild  land,  which  he  improved.  Here  hav- 
ing placed  buildings  upon  his  farm,  he  engaged 
in  general  farming  operations,  eight  miles  from  the 
city. 

The  grocery  .and  produce  business  now  attracted 
the  attention  of  this  young  man,  and  removing 
to  Flint  in  1879,  he  went  into  that  business  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Lansing  and 
purchased  property.  He  now  undertook  dealing 
in  stock,  which  he  shipped  to  the  East,  and  also 
took  up  the  lumber  business  .at  North  Lansing, 
buying  out  F.  I.  Moore.  Two  years  later  he  lieljH'd 
to  organize  the  Capital  Lumber  Company  and  be- 
came for  two  years  its  Vice-President  and  Manager. 
Later  this  company  was  reorganized,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  after  the  death  of  J.  S.  Ayres,  he 
withdrew  his  stock.  He  owns  a  one-half  in- 
terest in  tiie  hardware  stock  of  Dunhaiii  i^- 
Price,  at  North  Lansing,  and  a  half  interest 
in  the  dry-goods  house  of  T.  ijork  A  Co.  of  North 
Lansing. 

In  the  spring  of  1891  Mr.  Price  received  the 
appointment   of  Chief  of  Police  and   Marshal  of 


the  city  of  Lansing,  wliicli  office  he  has  now  en- 
tered upon  with  energy  and  zeal,  and  it  is  already 
seen  that  his  incumbency  in  the  oHice  will  be  for 
the  good  of  the  law-abiding  part  of  the  citizens 
of  this  town.  He  is  a  strong  Democrat  in  liis 
Ijolitical  views  and  sympathies,  and  is  a  frequent 
delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions  of  that 
[larty.  He  has  served  for  some  time  as  Treasurer 
of  the  City  Committee,  and  is  a  memljer  of 
Charles  T.  Foster  Post,  No.  42,  G.  A.  R..  in  this 
city. 

We  are  pleased  to  record  the  liappy  though  brief 
matrimonial  alliance  which  was  effected  between 
Lawrence  Priss  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Ryan,  in  Lewis- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of  Noveml)er,  1868,  This 
lady  was  boin  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  died  in 
Lansing,  leaving  no  children.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Price  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  8th  of 
November,  1888,  and  he  was  then  united  with 
Miss  Julia  A.  Bradford,  who  was  born  in  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  and  received  her  education  there  and  at 
Detroit,  after  which  she  taught  for  some  time  pre- 
viovis  to  her  marriage  Mr.  Price  is  an  active  and 
earnest  meml)er  of  the  Catholic  Churcli,  in  which 
lie  is  efficient  .as  a  Trustee,  and  was  also  .active  upon 
the  Building  Committee  during  the  erection  of 
their  house  of  worship. 


-^]. 


^+^ 
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OLON  1).  NKKLV.  The  pietty  town  of 
^^^  Mason,  which  is  the  county  seat  of  Ingham 
i^'  County,  and  wliich  contrary  to  the  general 
iiite.  is  a  live,  wide  awake,  business  place, 
is  the  residence  place  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has  here  made 
his  home  for  a  number  of  years,  although  he  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born  in 
Naples,  Ontario  County.  N.  Y..  November  18.  IH.'V.I. 
lie  is  a  >on  of  .lusticc  11.  and  Melvina  (Nellis) 
Neely,  iioth  ii;iti\es  of  New  Voik.  The  1:11  hei- w;i>. 
a  dairyman  by  occupation  and  the  early  home  of 
our  subject  was  the  farm  upon  which  dairy  sup- 
plies were  the  stock  in  trade.  He  left  home  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years,  and  canu^  to  Michigan,  and  be- 
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ing  a  sturdy  and  energetic  little  fellow,  succeeded 
in  getting  work  on  a  farm  at  (iniss  Lake  where  l\e 
remained  for  tlii-ee  yeais. 

Our  subject,  as  a  lad.  liad  iiaine(-i  experience  far 
beyond  his  years,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
was  taken  upon  the  force  of  workmen  foi'  the 
Michig.an  Central  Railroad  Comijany  and  there  he 
worked  until  lie  was  eighteen,  first  being  engaged 
in  the  freight  house,  then  liecoining  a  lirakcman 
and  later  advanced  to  the  i)osition  of  a  fii'cnian, 
which  positicm  he  had  when  he  was  liut  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  continued  firing  for  about  one 
year  and  then  left  the  railroad  company  .■ind 
started  to  learn  blacksmithing  at  Gras.s  Lake.  IK- 
continued  there  for  about  one  year  aiul  then  went 
tc)  St.  John's.  Midi.  Blacksmithing,  liowevcr,  was 
not  all  that  his  youthful  imagination  had  painted 
it,  and  at  tlie  age  of  twenty  he  gave  it  up,  but  as 
he  had  taken  upon  himself  the  obligations  of  mar- 
ried life,  having  been  united  in  Ingh.'ini  County. 
December  3,  ]8r)9,  to  INIiss  Mary  K.  Temiiler,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Prudence  Ann  Templei. 
the  necessity  of  following  some  Iiusine.ss  perma- 
nently was  pressed  home  upon  him.  He  pu released 
eightj^  acres  of  land  in  Alaiedon  Town.ship.  and 
thereafter  followed  farming  until  his  enlistnii'iit  in 
the  army,  on  August  2,  18(>2.  Me  joined  Coni|)any 
A,  Twentieth  ^lichigan  Infantry  and  was  in 
the  Nintli  Army  Corps  under  Burnside's  ^Vrmy  of 
the  Potomac,  lie  engaged  in  the  most  desperate 
battles  of  that  terrilile  jieriod  iiaiticipatiiiu-  in  the 
engagements  at  Frederit'kslmiu.  Aiitiet;ini.  South 
Mountain.  "N'icksburg.  Jackson.  .Miss..  Knoxville. 
Tenn..  Cumberland  (^ap.  and  Louden.  The  rcsii- 
nient  to  which  our  subject  beloiii;ed  was  intrenched 
behind  breastworks  at  the  sicije  of  Knoxville  when 
they  i-eceived  the  charge  of  the  reliels.  He  here 
learned  the  advantage  of  building  tireastworks, 
and  says  it  is  the  only  time  in  his  war  experience 
that  he  had  occasion  to  conti^ratulate  himself  ujion 
being  thus  inti'cnchcd.  lie  ronglit  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  and  was  wounded  at  Spottsyh  ani.'i. 
^lay  12.  IH(i-l.  He  had  never  missed  n  day's  dut\ 
until  he  met  with  this  misfortune.  Altlinuuh 
wounded  about  two  o'elock  in  the  afternoon,  he 
remained  on  the  field  of  battle  until  four,  and  in  the 
retreat  of  tUe  army  leaving  the  wounded  behind, 


he  was  supposed  to  be  dead  and  it  was  so  repprted 

to  his  family  at  hcnne.  His  wound  was  in  the 
rii^ht  hi])  and  groin  and  both  cords  were  severed. 
He  was  ill  hosiiital  aliout  eight  months,  and  after 
about  three  nionths  his  f.-uiiily  liearil  of  his  escajie 
and  when  tinaily  he  came  home  it  w.as  like  receiv- 
ing a  dear  one  back  from  the  grave.  He  was 
houoralily  discharged  .\pril  7.  lK(i.').  He  returned 
to  his  farm  but  being  unable  to  actively  conduct 
the  work,  sold  it  and  removed  to  Mason.  Mr. 
Neely  is  a  Republican  in  party  preference  and  has 
held  a  number  of  local  ottices  under  his  ijarty.  He 
has  been  Marshal  and  in  1891  w.as  elected  Aldei-- 
iiiaii  of  the  First  Ward.  He  has  also  .served  as 
Constable  and  DeiJUty  Sheriff  for  the  past  eleven" 
years.  In  1883.  he  started  the  a|iple-drviiis'  busi- 
ness, and  ill  1884,  took  Mr.  Iluntinuton  in  as  part- 
ner and  since  that  time  the  firm  has  conducted  a 
laroe  and  paying  business. 

( )ur  subject  has  tliree  children,  Clara,  who  was 
biun  in  .Mason  Township,  James  .and  Cora,  in 
Alaiedon  Township,  this  county.  The  daughter 
has  received  excellent  educational  advaiitage>  and 
is  an  accomplished  and  attractive  young  woman, 
.lames,  who  was  born  May  .5.  1870,  is  a  sailor  on  the 
Lakes,  lie  enjoys  the  sailor's  life,  seeming  to 
inherit  that  tendency  from  his  mother's  famil\-, 
several  of  whom  are  captains  on  the  ocean.  Mr. 
Xeely  is  the  owner  and  proprietorof  a  dryer  in 
Bath.  Mich.,  which  his  .son  runs  during  the  apple- 
dryiiiij'  season.  Our  subject  is  a  (Jiaud  .Vrmy  man 
and  i-  (niarterninster  of  his  Post. 


m  <  I  <  ^ijtiin 


RNTLLE  1-".  MILLER,  Secretary  of  the  Kariii- 
ers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
Innhain  County,  was  born  in  >iap<^ileon. 
.lackson  County.  .Mich..  Septcmlicr  21.  1840.  lie 
is  a  son  of  Tobias  aiul  I,m\  iii.-i  (firitliu)  Miller, 
natives  of  Sandy  Hill.  N.  ^.  ()\w  subject's  father 
nia\  be  numbered  among  the  pioneers  who  came 
to  Michiuan  ;it  an  early  day.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  wauoii -maker  by  trade  and  when  he  made  his 
ad\'eut  into  the  State  in   1835,  and  located  where 
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our  subject  was  born,  his  services  and  ingenuity 
were  in  constant  requisition  among  tlie  settlers,  not 
only  to  make  and  mend  wagons  and  to  build 
houses,  but  to  suggest  and  make  shifts  .as  sub- 
stitutes for  the  necessities  of  daily  life,  lie  came 
here  a  poor  man.  in  fact,  with  nothing,  whatever, 
excepting  a  confidence  in  the  strength  of  his  own 
right  arm  and  his  abiding  faith  in  the  future  pros- 
pects of  the  country  in  which  he  had  settled.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest.  The  oldest  son, 
Oscar  E.,  was  born  Septemlier  23.  1H;W.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry  in  1«(!1. 
and  one  of  the  Army  t>f  the  Potomac,  he  engaged 
in  many  battles  and  was  killed  at  .4ntietain.  His 
body  was  brought  back  to  his  home  and  lies  inter- 
red in  the  cemetery  at  Napoleon,  lie  had  been 
advanced  to  the  post  of  First  Sergeant  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Our  subject's  oldest  sister  who  was  born  October 
1.  18;5(),  married  G.  W.  Polar.  She  died  in  .Tune, 
I«7M.  in  .Mason.  She  had  no  issue.  Our  subject's 
parents  died  near  JIason,  the  mother,  .Tune  23,  1873. 
The  father  survived  her  by  five  years,  passing  away 
April  .').  1878.  They  too.  with  their  daughter,  are 
buried  at  Napoleon,  this  State. 

.Mr.  Miller's  boyhood  days  were  spent  much  like 
those  of  other  boys,  in  acquiring  the  I'udinients  of 
an  education  at  the  common  .■schools,  after  which 
he  attended  for  one  year,  the  Wesle3-an  ^Methodist 
College  at  Leoni,  Mich.,  wliich  was  afterward  re- 
moved to  Adrian  of  the  same  State.  He  also  spent 
two  terms  at  the  I'nion  School  in  .lackson.  Mich., 
and  tlien  felt  himself  pi-cpared  for  the  woi'k  of 
teaching  whicli  he  Ijegan  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
His  winters  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  were  devoted 
to  teaching  and  during  the  snnmier  he  followed 
farming. 

Mr.  ISIiller  was  inanied  .Tannary  3,  \X6i  to  Miss  ' 
Lydia  Newman,  of  Downsville,  Md.,  where  she  was  ' 
liorn  February  24,  1840.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
.hicob  and  Catherine  (Long)  Newman,  her  jjarents 
being  of  ( ierman  origin.  l>y  this  m;uriage  there 
have  l)een  two  children.  Myitie.  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  yeais.  ;ind  Ivoy  N..  Iioi  n  in  ^'evay 
Township,  Februaiy  ',).  1871.  He  is  an  ambitious 
and  studious  young  man,  he  acquired  the  basis  of 


his  education  in  the  home  schools  at  Miison  until 
he  finished  his  junior  year.  He  is  now  attending 
the  Albion  College  at  .Vlbion,  Mich.,  in  which  insti- 
tution of  learning  he  has  l)een  at  work  for  three 
years  being  now  in  his  junior  year  and  expecting 
to  graduate  the  coming  yeai'. 

In  1868  and  18(59,  Mr.  IMiller  spent  his  last 
months  in  the  school-room  and  in  the  sining  of 
18(;i(  he  moved  on  a  farm  in  Vevay  T(jwnshii). 
This  he  had  purchased  from  the  proceeds  of  his 
pedagogic  and  farming  efforts.  He  is  still  the 
owner  of  this  tract  which  comprises  eighty  acres 
on  .sectit)n  27.  While  in  .lackson  County,  the 
original  of  our  sketch  served  as  School  Inspector 
for  about  eight  years  aud  in  Vevay  he  was  Clerk 
of  the  township  for  over  two  years,  and  served  as 
.Justice  of  the  Pe.ace  in  Vevay  for  ten  years.  Dec- 
ember. 1877.  he  w.as  elected  Secretary  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Ingham 
County,  and  thereupon  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
!Mason,  in  1881,  .as  the  business  of  his  office  de- 
manded his  whole  time.  He  has  been  re-elected 
each  year  since  his  in-^tallation  in  that  office. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  about  eight  years,  and  has  attained  the 
seventh  degree  in  the  Chapter  to  which  he  belongs, 
having  filled  several  chairs  in  the  l)ody.  For  two 
years  ho  acted  as  Secretary  of  Hiue  Lodge.  He  is 
also  a  Charter  member  of  the  Koyal  Arcanum,  and 
enjoys  the  same  distinction  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Since  being  in  Mason,  our  suliject  has 
been  a  .lustice  of  the  Feace  for  four  vears. 


/?^N  HAKLES  P.  LESHEK.  The  pursuits  of 
[l(  _  peace  and  of  war  are  alike  acceptable  to  the 
^^?'  loyal  citizen,  who  would  .serve  his  country 
as. she  may  need;  and  a  man  who  has  shown  his 
v.mIoi'  on  the  battle  Held  is  the  one  who  will  most 
cor<liall\  and  perliap*  mi<i>I  wix'ly  ropond  to  the 
needs  of  civil  life  and  be  .able  to  adjust  iiialters 
of  dispute  so  as  to  prevent  disaster  and  contention 
among  his  fellow-citizen>.  ll  t(jllow>  tlieretoic 
naturallv  that  an  old  soldier  shovild  fill  the  otlicQ 
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of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  should  do  it  so  well  as 
to  add  to  the  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  peo- 
])lc  among  wliom  he  acts  in  his  official  capacity. 

Charles  P.  Leslier,  who  is  the  Justice  of  the  i 
Peace  at  Lansing,  was  born  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
July  5,  1835.  and  was  reared  in  Pliiladelphia, 
where  his  parents,  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Sheaff) 
Lesher,  resided.  His  grandfather  also  bore  the 
name  of  C'harles  and  was  active  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  was  a  carriage  manufacturer  in 
Philadelphia,  as  was  also  the  father  of  our  subject, 
who  was  at  one  time  prominent  in  tliat  line  of 
business  in  Cincinnati,  and  was  a  Colonel  there  in 
the  War  of  1812  and  died  in  1840  while  the  mother 
was  away  on  a  visit.  The  family  is  of  German, 
French  and  Dutch  descent  and  originated  with 
three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  two  tiun- 
dred  years  ago  from  Alsace. 

Mr.  Leslier  reinemliers  well  seeing  I'rof.  .Moise, 
who  came  to  the  school  which  he  attended  (the 
New  Street  school)  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1842  or  1843,  and  gave  an  exhibition  of  liis  new 
invention  t)f  telegraphy,  which  (•;iiiii'  into  n.-c  in 
1844.  Philip  Sheaff,  graiidfathiT  of  our  snlijcct. 
was  an  old  settler  in  Pliibidelpliia  and  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  He  came  of  Holland  descent  and 
was  from  the  colon\-  wliicli  settled  there  in  the 
early  days.  Elizabeth  (Sheaff)  Lesher,  who  has 
now  reached  the  venerable  age  of  ninet\'  years, 
having  l)een  born  September  8,  1801,  still  resides 
ill  Philadeli)liia.  She  has  lieen  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability  in  a  literary  \va.\  and  wrote 
largely  in  her  best  days  for  magazines  and  period- 
icals, being  the  aiithoi'  of  both  prose  and  poetry. 

( )f  lu'i-  li\i'  (.■liildrcii  oiii' subject  is  llie  NoMiiiicsl. 
••ind  although  hi'  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Pliiladel|iln:i  at  the  age  of  tliive 
months  and  there  remained,  attending  school  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years.  After  seiving 
for  a  short  time  in  a  jeweler's  store  he  was  appren- 
ticed as  a  wood  c-ovei  for  eighteen  months.  .-iji'I 
then  was  in  a  cigar  fiu-loi-y  until  lie  re.Mclied  the 
age  of  eighteen,  aftei'  wliieli  he  lici^.-ui  ti:i\eling. 
<loing  journe\  iiinn  work  .-uid  ni;il<ing  r.iitl'.'ilo.  X. 
Y..  his  headiiuarteis. 

In  18()2  this  young  man  deterniiiied  to  enlist 
in  thel'iiioii  cause  and  joined  the  Twentv-seventli 


New  York  Light  Artillery,  being  mustered  in  at 
Buffalo  in  August,  and  seiving  in  the  following 
conflicts:  the  Wilderness,  .Spottsylvania,  South 
Anna,  Cold  Harbor  and  other  engagements.  He 
became  the  Sergeant  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  on  account  of  physical  disability  in  Octo- 
ber, 1864.  He  came  back  to  Buffalo  and  waited 
around  for  a  year  to  die,  but  by  careful  attention 
to  health  and  being  careful  in  his  habits,  he  recov- 
ered, contrary  to  the  expectations  of  his  friends. 
Sergt.  Lesher  was  married  in  Birffalo.  N.  Y.,  in 
1866  to  Miss  Flora  Hose,  who  was  born  near  Col- 
chester, Essex,  England.  He  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cigars  .and  in  1H72  came  to  Lansing, 
Mich.,  to  take  charge  of  a  contract  at  the  Reform 
School  which  then  had  one  hundred  lioys  under 
its  instruction.  He  continued  there  for  three 
years  and  then  went  to  Jackson,  where  lie  took  a 
contract  to  take  charge  of  one  hundred  convicts 
for  tw(j  years. 

In  1875  our  subject  went  as  a  traveling  siilesman 
through  the  South  and  West  of  our  country, 
representing  Sutter  Bros.,  of  Chicago,  and  after 
three  or  four  ye:us  in  their  service  took  a  similar 
position  for  a  l'hiladel[iliia  house  which  handled 
le;if  tobacco.  He  did  well  in  this  line  of  work,  as 
he  is  a  good  judge  of  "the  weed,"  and  traveled  in 
thirty-one  States.  In  1882  he  started  a  cigar  fac- 
tory here,  the  largest  ever  operated  in  Lansing,  as 
it  employed  twenty  hands.  It  was  known  as  the 
Lesher  it  Co.  Cigar  Factory.  ( )ii  account  of  rheu- 
matism he  was  obliged  to  stop  this  Inisines-  .•ind  he 
.•iflei'w.'ird  beeanie  .lustii-i'  of    the   I'eaee. 

I'di'  t'oiii'  ye:irs  .Mr.  Leshei'  has  bet'ii  .'i  nienilier  of 
the  (  it\  (  duneil  iind  for  folii'  years  was  Supervisor, 
both  in  Ihe  fifth  Ward,  wliieli  is  a  I  )enioer;itie 
\var<l.  l-'or  oiii'  year  he  seivc'il  m--  rresident  pro 
teiii.  of  the  Council  and  this  spring  (18'.)  I)  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Pe.ace.  lie  i.s'a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  Past  Post  Comman- 
der of  the  ClKiiles  T.  Foster  Post.  No.  12.  (i.  A.  R. 
;in<l  was  a  deh'g.-ite  to  the  Nntioiuil  Fncainpmeiit 
at  Miiinenpoiis.  lie  Inis  also  seive'd  ;is  a  delegjile 
ill  county  ;iiid  St.'itecon vi'iitions  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Mrs.  Leshei-  is  a  de\-oiit  ineinlier  of  the 
Ejiiscopal  Church  and  their  six  cliildieii  .-ire.  Klizji- 
lielll.   Mrs.   N'ellei.  ot   I.MUsiiii^;    Thoin.'is  .1..  who  is  a 
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Iravclinu  man  aii()  repie-^eiits  the  Eldei-Todd 
C'liewiiiu-  (ium  Company;  John  C,  who  is  a  printei- 
at  Buffalo,  X.  Y.;  Louis  S.,  William  |{.  and  Cliarles 
P..  Jr.  are  at  home. 


RS.  HARRIET  A.  TKNXKV.     Few  women 
in  Michigan  have   had  a  broader  field  of 
influence   and    more    tlioronirhly    proved 
^  themselves   worthy  of  public  esteem  and 

appreciation  than  she  whose  name  we  now  give. 
Her  early  experiences  in  this  State  which  were  in 
in  the  educational  line  in  connection  with  her 
husl)and  at  Homer  and  Marshall,  liroualit  fortii 
the  foUowino' warm  enc<miiuni  which  appeared  in  a 
sketch  entitled  "Homer  and  its  Pioneers."  After 
speaking  of  Mi.  Tenney  and  his  thorough  and 
sometimes  severe  methods  of  discipline,  the  writer, 
Dr.  William  A.  Lane,  proceeded  to  say,  "But  what 
shall  be  said  of  Mrs.  Tenney.' If  under  severe  prov- 
ocation Mr.  Tenney  was  sometimes 'the  tempest' she 
was  ever  -the  sunshine."  If  his  severity  sometimes 
caused  fear  her  rare  and  radiant  sweetness  ever 
inspired  love.  And  for  ^Ir.  Tenney  and  his  lovely 
wife  there  is  still  cherished  a  very  warm  place  in 
tlie  hearts  of  all  their  old  pupils." 

Mrs.  Tenney  was  born  A])ril  1.  liS84.  at  Essex, 
Yt..  being  the  daughter  of  John  Lettingwell  and 
Delia  ( Doude)  Edgerton.  Siie  received  an  academic 
education  at  Franklin,  \'t.,  and  in  March,  1854, 
was  married  to  Jesse  Eugene  Tenney  and  came 
immediately  with  her  husband  to  Homer,  Mich., 
where  liotli  were  engaged  in  teaching  until  the  fall 
of  185;'),  when  Mr.  Tenney  accepted  the  superin- 
tendeney  of  the  Marshall  City  Schools  and  moved 
to  llmt  city.  In  April,  18.')9,  Gov.  Mo.ses  Wisner, 
recognizing  the  adaptability  of  the  man  for  the 
office,  appointed  Judge  Tenney  State  Librarian, 
and  during  the  ten  years  that  he  held  this  position 
his  wife  spent  much  of  lier  time  in  the  library. 

(iov.  II.  P.  lialdwm  ai)pointed  Mrs.  Tenne\'  in 
1H()!I  to  the  i>(>>itiipn  which  had  been  so  al)ly  tilled 
liy  'Slv.  Tenney  and  she  was  successively  appointed 


by  (iovs.  Baglcy.  Croswell,  Jerome,  Begole,  AU 
ger  and  Luce,  tilling  the  position  with  honor  to 
herself  and  credit  to  the  State  for  twenty-two 
years.  She  twice  had  charge  of  removing  the 
library,  first  in  the  fall  of  1871  from  the  old  Capi- 
tol to  the  State  Office  Block,  and  .again  in  1878  to 
its  present  elegant  and  commodious  rooms  in  the 
new  Capitol. 

The  following  graceful  testimonial  we  quote 
from  .lames  \',  Campbell's  Political  History  of  Mich- 
igan, "The  choice  of  a  lad^-,  Mrs,  Harriet  A,  Ten- 
ney, to  (ill  the  office  of  State  Librarian,  was  cheer- 
fully ratified  liy  the  Legislature  and  has  been 
al)undaiitly  justilied  liy  the  result.  The  neatness 
and  care  with  which  the  library  room  and  its  con- 
tents have  lieen  arranged  and  kejjt  and  the  quiet 
and  decoruni  jjievailing,  are  in  themselves  a  great 
advantage.  The  librarian  has  shown  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  books  and  their  selection  and  an 
enthusiastic  desire  to  make  her  charge  a  literary 
treasure  house.  A  Department  of  American  An- 
tiquities and  valuable  relics  has  also  been  planned 
and  several  collections  already  made  of  documents, 
pictures  and  other  articles  of  historic  value,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  roll  of  honor  of  the 
Michigan  Soldiers  who  died  during  the  Civil  War." 

In  addition  to  the  arduous  duties  which  devolve 
upon  one  in  so  important  a  position,  outside  inter- 
ests have  also  received  Mrs,  Tenney 's  attention. 
She  has  been  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  since  its  organiza- 
tion, as  well  as  its  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of 
Historians,  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Librarians,  a  corresponding  member 
of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society;  is  identified 
with  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  was  President  of  the  Lansing  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society  during  the  War,  and  of  the  Lansing 
Women's  Soldier's  Monument  Association,  since 
that  time.  She  has  also  served  as  President,  De- 
partment Counselor  and  Treasurer  of  the  Women's 
Relief  Corps  at  various  times  and  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 

Tlie  Lansing  Library  and  Liti'rary  Association 
and  the  Lansing  Woman's  Club  liave  felt  tht' 
benefit  of  her  guiding  hand  and  coun.--el  and  in  tlie 
Plvinoulh   Conureoational    Church    to   which   she 
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belongs,  she  is  greatly  beloved  and  most  useful. 
On  March  '29,  1879  the  Woman's  Clul)  tendered  to 
.ludgeand  Mrs.  Tenney  a  silver  wedding  reception, 
at  the  elegant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  M.  Barnes, 
and  thus  showed  their  love  and  esteem  for  their 
co-worker. 

The  ancestry  of  Mrs.  Tenney  is  full  of  interest, 
as  on  her  mother's  side  she  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  Henry  Doude,  who  .settled  in  Connecticut  in 
1639  with  Wliitfleld's  Colony.  Her  great-grand- 
father, Cai)t.  (4iles  Doude  was  at  the  battle  of 
(Quebec  and  took  part  in  the  scaling  of  the  Heights 
of  Abraham.  Her  great-grandfather  and  her  gran<l- 
father  on  the  i>arentnl  side  served  as  Captains  in 
the  Revolutionary  Army.  Her  father  was  in  the 
War  of  in  12  and  her  eldest  brother  served  with 
much  honor  and  credit  in  the  last  Civil  AVar.  She 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Edgertoii,  who 
settled  in  Saybrook.  Conn.,  in  16;j3,  and  was  one  of 
thirty-tive  of  the  oi-iginal  proprietors  of  Norwick, 
Conn.,  in  l(')o9.  May  1,  1891,  Mrs.  Tenney  resigned 
her  positinn  as  State  Librarian  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mrs.  Margaret  (Custer)  Calhoun.  Although 
her  husband,  .ludge  Tenney,  had  died  the  previous 
Noveml)er,  she  still  decided  to  remain  in  Lansing, 
and  will  ])robalily  cimtinue  to  make  that  her  home 
through  life  as  it  is  the  place  where  her  best  life 
work  has  l)een  done. 

Judge  Jesse  E.  Tenney,  the  husband  of  tliis 
lady,  was  l)oni  in  Orwell,  \t.,  July  23,  181(5  and 
received  his  education  at  the  Brandon  Academy 
and  ]\Iiddleliurv  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1838.  He  studied  law  with  Judge  Phelps,  father 
of  Edward  J.  Phelps,  minister  to  P^ngland,  and 
among  his  college  classmates  were  John  (i.  Saxe, 
the  ()oet;  William  A.  Howard,  member  of  Congress 
from  Michigan  and  Governor  of  Dakota;  E.  T. 
Wadhams,  Catholic  Bishoi)  of  Ogdensliurg,  and  the 
Kev.  Byron  Sunderland,  Chaplain  for  .several  years 
of  the  United  States  Senate. 

Judge  Tenney  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
.Supreme  Court  of  Alabama  in  1839.  He  tr.aveled 
extensively  in  Europe  and  acted  as  Commercial 
agent  at  Padua,  Venice,  Marseilles  and  Lyons, 
returning  in  1845,  and  engaging  in  the  practice  of 
law  at  Franklin,  Yt.  In  1854  he  married  Harriet 
A.  Edgerton.  and  came  to  ^lichiijan  where,  as   wo 


have  seen,  he  was  engaged  in  educational  work, 
until  he  took  a  position  in  the  State  Library,  and 
subsequently  practiced  law  in  Lansiiig.  He  was 
acting  Mayor  of  Lansing  for  nine  months,  in  place 
of  George  AV.  Peck,  and  was  Judge  of  the  Recorder's 
Court  at  Lansing  for  three  years  and  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  six  j'ears.  He  was  an 
active  Republican  from  the  organization  of  that 
party  and  prior  to  that  was  a  Whig.  He  was 
a  man  of  extraordinary  ability  with  an  almost 
inexhaustiljle  fund  of  general  information  and  had 
unusual  literary  taste  and  fine  cultivation.  He 
was  an  active  friend  of  the  soldiers  and  did  all  that 
he  could  during  the  war  to  aid  them,  by  shipping 
supplies  to  the  hospitals  and  battle  fields.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  Judge  Tenney  held  the 
ottice  of  United  States  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
of  his  district  and  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  for  several  \'ears.  The  life 
vvc)rk  of  these  two  valuable  citizens  has  Iteen  of 
great  value  not  only  to  the  city  of  Lansing,  but 
also  to  the  Slate  with  whicli  they  have  lieen  iden- 
tified for  so  many  years. 


,EV.  HARVEY  S.  JORDAN,  who  is  the  pa.s- 
tor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Lan- 
iL  \V  sing,  Ingham  County,  is  a  man,  who  while  a 
teacher  of  the  |ieople  in  .Scriptural  work,  is 
still  of  the  peoi)le,assiiming  no  superiority  liy  natiue 
but  relying  on  the  support  of  the  Mastei-  whom  he 
serves  for  success  in  his  chosen  calling  and  has  been 
gifted  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  him  peculiarl\-  lil- 
ted for  the  ministerial  work,  having  a  fine  jiresence. 
He  is  also  a  fine  elocutionist.  The  orotund  quality 
of  his  voice  ajjpeals  }>leasantly  to  the  ear.  While 
he  condescends  to  no  dramatii'  tricks  of  oratory 
there  is  an  understanding  of  the  effective  power 
that  makes  itself  felt  cm  hishearer.s. 

The  Rev.  II.  S.  Jordan  was  born  in  Concord 
Morgan  County.  111..  A\ni\  9.  1851.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  Rev.  W.  II.  Jordan.  I).  D.,  who  was  born  in  Bir- 
mingham, England,  ill  1H32.  His  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam Jordan,  who  was  also   English,  was  a  cabinet- 
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iiKikcr  iiiid  liiiiiiiilit  lii>  family  to  Anieriesi  about 
184H.  He  lucated  near  .lack^ouville.  111.,  and  at 
once  engaged  in  the  ]>iaetiee  ofliis  trade.  He  tlien 
took  u))  a  farm  near  Lvunville,  near  wliat  is  now 
Markhani,  and  tiiere  he  re^ided,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  on  liis  trade,  until  his  death.  He  greatly 
improved  his  farm  and  erected  good  buildings 
thereon.  His  death  occurred  while  on  a  visit  to 
Missouri  to  his  daughter,  ^Irs.  Ann  Tayhir,  who 
lived  near  Kansas  City. 

Our  subject's  fatlier  was  educated  in  Knghind, 
remaining  there  until  he  wa^  about  sixteen  years 
of  age.  While  still  in  his  native  land  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  followed  it  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  In  liS.')r)he  l>egan  [)reachini; 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  of  the  Spring- 
field Circuit.  It  was  a  large  circuit  and  he  was 
obliged  to  travel  two  hundred  miles  in  mdei'  to 
visit  all  his  charges.  He  at  first  worked  on  a  sal- 
ary that  was  less  than  -^oO  a  year.  After  that  he 
was  sent  to  I  he  First  Church  in  <^uiney.  111.,  and 
from  there  went  to  Decatur,  thence  took  charge  of 
the  pastorate  at  De^^■itt.  He  was  nc>t  educated 
for  tlie  ministry,  being  a  purely  self-made  man  and 
his  knowledge  was  gained  by  constant  and  severe 
study,  in  which  the  midnight  oil  was  often  con- 
sumed. After  his  ])a?torate  at  DcWitt  he  was  for 
two  yeai's  President  in  the  Conference  of  .Southern 
Illinois.  He  was  obliged  to  travel  around  in  a 
buggy  and  he  had  many  adventures,  and  eseajjades 
during  this  period  of  his  life.  From  that  time  he 
was  sent  to  Hethel  and  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity was  confened  by  the  Westminster  College 
of  Maryland.  The  degree  was  conferred  ujion  him 
by  virtue  of  the  trenchancy  of  his  pen  in  theolog- 
ical writings.  He  has  also  written  extensively  for 
Sunday-school  papers.  During  the  war  he  was  one 
of  the  most  active  AIn)litionists  and  never  hesitated 
to  express  his  views  in  any  assembly,  lie  was 
instrumental  in  laising  troops  that  fought  for  the 
Union  and  did  not  escape  persecution  because  of 
his  fearlessness,  for  he  was  threatened  by  mob  vio- 
lence. He  himself  enlisted  in  the  Ninety-fifth  Ill- 
inois Regiment,  l)Ut  when  he  arrived  at  Springfield, 
Gov.  Yates  sent  him  home  with  theremark,  "Jordan, 
you  can  do  a  gxtod  deal  more  down  in  Southern 
Illinois  with  your  mouth  tlian  you  can  in    C;eoru:ia 


with  a  musket."  (Jn  returning  to  his  charge  he 
continued  preaching. at  the  same  time  raising  troops 
to  go  to  the  South.  Later  he  went  out  as  ChajDlain 
foi'  tlie  One  Hundred  and  F'iftieth  Illinois  Infantry 
and  was  commissioned  in  IHIi.i.  After  the  fall  of 
Atlanta  while  with  Cien.  Thomas  on  the  Georgia 
campaign  he  was  taken  sick  and  after  a  stay  of  six 
weeks  in  the  ho.'jpital  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
in  September.  186.^.  No  one  was  more  trusted  nor 
res|)eeted  by  the  superior  officers  than  him.self. 

After  the  war  our  subject's  father  returned  to 
Bethel  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years  and  then 
removed  to  Maroa,  then  went  to  Limerick,  a  small 
town  north  of  Princett)n  and  there  he  remained 
for  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Princeton  and 
here  remained  foi'  four  years,  after  which  he  re- 
moved to  La  Ilarpe  and  tlieie  remained  for  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Limerick  where  lie  was 
in  charge  of  a  church  for  two  years  and  at  that 
time  was  Pi-esident  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Conference.  After  that  he  was  sent  to  Castleton, 
.Stark  County.  Then  he  ceased  to  preach  in  the 
Jlethodist  Protestant  Church  and  liecame  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  the  last 
three  years  has  been  stationed  at  Wyoming,  III.  He 
is  an  ardent  Republican  and  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  .lames  C.  Fieniont. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jordan's  mother  was  before  her 
marriage  Miss  Mary  .T.  Kirkpatrick.  She  was  born 
in  Chapin  Township.  Morgan  County,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Lane  Kirkpatrick,  who  was 
born  in  1799  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  the  one 
to  haul  the  first  cannon  across  the  Mississippi  into 
Illinois.  He  was  Lieutenant  in  Capt.  Nathan 
Winter's  regiment  which  is  better  known  as  the 
Third  Illinois  Regiment  and  .served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  He  was  reared  in  the  South,  although 
the  Kirkpatrick  family  came  from  the  N\)rth  of 
Ireland  to  this  country,  making  their  entrance 
hither  prioi-  to  the  Revolutitinary  •^\'ar.  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan's great-grandfather  seived  in  that  war,  his 
bi-other  being  shot  by  the  Tories.  Mrs.  Jordan's 
great-grandfather  was  a  slaveholder,  but  at  heart 
he  was  a  believer  in  the  principles  of  Abolition  and 
gave  his  slaves  their  freedom.  He  sold  his  farm 
and  removed  to  Illinois,  being  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  State.  He  located  in  Mort;an  County 
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and  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  interested- in  the  open- 
ing of  the  Galena  lead  mines.  He  traveled  by  ox- 
team  and  was  a  pioneer  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Cliurch.  For  fift}^  years  or  more  he 
cng-aged  in  preaching,  uev-er  having  received  any 
lenumeratiou  for  his  services.  His  home  was  in 
Morgan  County  until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  a 
a  place  near  Macomb,  where  he,  died  at  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  independence.  He  is  known 
throughout  the  country  which  he  has  served  so  long 
and  faithfully  b^-  the  affectionate  title  of  old 
"Uncle  Johnny."  His  wife's  father,  the  Rev.  James 
Simms  of  Kentucky,  was  the  first  Methodist  minis- 
ter who  was  ordained  in  that  State  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  tlie  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
For  a  fuller  biography  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Simms,  re- 
fer to  Stephen's  History  of  Methodism.  There  were 
six  brothers  in  the  Kirkpatrick  family  and  some 
were  in  the  war  and  all  were  ministers.  Three  of 
them  were  Methodist  Protestant  and  three  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  There  were  six  boys  and  one  girl. 
The  boys  are  all  still  living  and  of  these  our  sul)- 
ject  is  the  eldest.  His  rearing  was  accomplished  in 
different  places  and  he  received  the  best  education 
that  could  he  afforded  at  their  various  homes. 
When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  teach- 
ing and  continued  so  employed  until  lie  had  reached 
his  majority,  when  he  went  to  Adrian  College. 
ISIich.,  and  was  licensed  to  preach,  ^Nlay  l!l,  1875. 
He  then  supplied  Congregational  pulpits  and  gave 
himself  to  study  for  three  years.  The  last  year  of 
his  supply  work  was  blest  by  a  great  revival  at 
Rome  Center  and  he  succeeded  in  thei'e  organizing 
a  strong  church  in  the  close  of  his  junior  year. 
He  then  went  to  Beloit,  Wis.,  and  preached  one 
year  and  four  mbnths  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  From  there  he  was  transferred  to  Morri- 
son, 111.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year  and  after 
tliat  he  left  the  Methodist  Cluucli  and  joined  the 
J'resbyterian  denomination.  .Vfler  this  step  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  one  year  in  the  Higli 
School  and  supplied  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  of 
Franklin  and  Ashton.     .\fter  that  he  went  to  Shel- 


byville  and  was  there  pastor  for  two  years.  Then 
an  important  step  was  taken  by  him  and  all  familiar 
ties  were  broken  by  his  going  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  White  Ameri- 
can Church,  Kaholo.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Ill- 
inois where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Taylorville  for  three  years. 

January  1,  1889,  Mr.  Jordan  became  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lansing  and  com- 
pleted the  building  that  he  had  started  to  erect  and 
preached  his  dedicatory  sermon  June  8,  1889.  Our 
subject  was  married  in  the  pretty  city  of  Beloit, 
Wis.,  June  4,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Munger,  who 
was  bom  and  brought  up  in  the  place  of  her  mai-- 
riage.  Three  children  have  already  blest  this 
union;  they  are:  M.  Edith,  Hattie  A.  and  Mar- 
guerite I.     The  last  named  was  born  in  Lansing. 

Our  subject  is  in  great  demand  in  all  social 
gatherings  and  societies.  He  is  Chancellor  Com- 
mander of  Gauntlet  Lodge.  No.  42,  K.  of  P.;  also 
belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  this  city.  He 
is  Ciiaplain  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Uniformed 
Rank,  ICnight  of  Pythias.  He  is  moreover  Pres- 
ident of  the  Michigan  State  Sabbath-school  Asso- 
ciation and  spends  a  great  deal  of  time  in  Sabbath- 
school  work  throughout  the  State.  In  his  political 
belief  and  following  Mr.  Jordan  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  strong  temperance  man.  In  preixiring  his 
sermon  he  writes  them  out  in  full,  but  delivers 
them  without  manuscript.  During  a  part  of  his 
ministry  in  Illinois  our  subject  was  special  corre- 
spondent of  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  and  while  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands  wrote  a  series  of  letters  regu- 
larly to  that  paper. 


^  IWLLARD  SMITH.  The  gentlem.an  of  whom 
\/'J/l  ^^  write  claims  to  he  almost  a  native  of 
*\^/  White  Oak  Township.  Ingliani  County, 
wlierehe  resides,  as  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  this  township  when  he  was  only  four  years  old. 
Therefore  all  his  life  from  infancy  has  been  passed 
here  and  he  feels  as  much  at  home  as  though  it  was 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


339 


his  native  town.  His  birtli  took  place  in  1832  in 
Virgil,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  his 
parents  first  lauded  at  Stockbridge  they  made  a 
siiort  stop  there  until  they  could  build  a  log  shanty 
in  White  Oak  Township,  about  twenty-five  rods 
from  where  Mr.  Smith  now  lives. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Robert  Smith  and  he  was  born  in  the  Empire  State. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Amity  Smith,  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  They  became  the  heads  of 
a  patriarchal  family,  of  seven  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters and  their  son  Willard  was  the  latest  born  of 
the  tlock.  Their  eldest  bore  the  name  of  Chauncey 
and  was  born  in  1806.  After  him  came  two  sons 
Square  J.  and  Uriah  B.,  born  respectively  March  11, 
1808  and  April  2.5.  1810.  These  were  followed 
by  a  little  child  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed 
being  born  March  1,  1812  and  dying  May  3.  1812. 
The  next  daughter.  Polly  H.,  came  to  them  .July 
3,  1813  and  following  her  was  Enoch,  August 
10,  1815,  and  Pluebe  who  was  born  August  28, 
1817.  The  next  two  daughters  were  Ursula  C. 
bom  October  31,  181'J  and  Deliah  August  22,  1821. 
Then  came  Robert  E.,  August  27.  1823^  and  Lj'dia 
L.  May  1,  1827,  and  the  list  closed  with  William 
H.  born  May  19,  1829  and  our  subject,  Willard, 
born  August  27,  1832. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  185.5 
to  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Wilson  Garner  of  New 
Jersey.  To  this  union  has  been  granted  five  chil- 
dren. The  eldest,  Little  .Jay,  who  came  to  them 
October  4,  1856  died  .January  24,  1858  and  the 
next  was  a  daughter,  Katie  A.,  who  was  born 
March  7,  1860  and  manied  J^ugene  A.  Stowe.  She 
has  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Leon  and 
Lucie  G.  The  third  child  of  our  subject  is  Nettie 
G.  who  was  born  .lune  29.  1863  and  married  Grant 
G.  Carter.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  After 
her  came  Hubble  Spencer  who  was  born  April  25, 
1865  and  is  now  in  Idaho,  where  he  is  carrying  on 
mining  speculations  and  engaging  in  various 
branches  of  corporate  business.  Marcus  W.  the 
youngest  son,  was  born  October  7.  1872  and  as  he 
is  still  in  his  minority  he  is  remaining  with  his  par- 
ents at  home. 

■Mr.  Smith  is  a  father  who  takes  more  than  the 
ordinarv  interest  in  the  education  of  his  children 


and  has  given  them  the  advantages  of  good  schools 
which  have  been  held  at  Fowlerville  and  Howell, 
Livingston  County.  He  is  doing  a  general  farm- 
ing business  and  has  his  farm  well  stocked.  His 
place  on  section  24,  has  long  been  known  as  the 
Smith  homestead.  The  family  is  connected  with 
the  Protestant  ;Methodist  Church  and  the  father  is 
earnest  and  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  (iospel  and 
in  the  Sunday-school  to  which  he  has  always  taken 
his  children.  In  their  home  they  have  an  old  Bible 
which  is  a  choice  possession  as  it  has  been  in  the 
family  since  the  time  of  'Slv.  Smith's  great-great- 
grandfather. Robert  Smith.  That  progenitor  had 
four  brothers,  .John.  William,  Abram  and  Isaac. 
This  ancient  volume  is  printed  in  the  English 
Language  and  bears  the  date  of  1602. 

The  doctrines  which  were  promulgated  Ijy  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  are  the 
political  convictions  of  Mr.  Smith  and  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
held  a  number  of  township  offices  such  as  School 
^Moderator,  Pathmaster  and  Supervisor  and  in  these 
offices  lieh.as  done  efficient  service  to  his  neighbors, 
•and  under  his  superintendency  the  highways  of  his 
township  have  improved.  His  fine  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  is  well  cultivated  and 
highly  productive. 


~oS- 


RANK  D.  WELLER.  The  young  men  of 
^^  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  are  the  pride  and 
power  of  the  city  and  have  given  to  its 
business  enterprises  a  vitality  and  strength  which 
make  it  prominent  amcmg  the  industrial  towns  of 
3Iicliigan.  They  have  created  a  demand  not  only 
for  the  plain  necessities  of  life,  but  also  for  the 
adornings  which  culture  craves  and  would  supi)ly. 
The  decorator  and  dealer  in  wall  pa|)er  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch,  and  whose  poilrait  ap- 
pears on  the  opi^osile  page,  has  his  i)lace  of  busi- 
ness at  No.  330  Washington  Avenue  South,  .and  is 
a  native  of  this  city,  having  Ijeen  born  here  Sep- 
tember 19.  1855.  He  is  a  son  of  Augustus  F.  and 
Ann  (Thomas)  Weller.     His   father    was    born    in 
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Oiiniiie  (Ounly.  N.  V..  in  1><2><.  mid  fnine  tu  Lun- 
siutr  ill  1H47.  Me  was  ii  sou  of  Peter  F.  W'eller. 
who  was  one  of  the  veiv  first  settlers  in  Lansint; 
after  the  loealioii  of  tlie  eity.  liaviiifi'  eonie  West 
with  the  (Oniniissioneis  from  Aih-ian  in  tlie  coin- 
pany  of  Austin  lllair  and  otiiers. 

This  |iroiienitor  of  our  suhjeet  <jpeiied  a  jjenuine 
frontier  store  in  the  line  of  ttroeeries  and  tjeneral 
utility,  lie  lirst  opened  on  what  was  at  that  time 
known  as  Maekerel  Point,  there  heiiia'  then  no 
liuildiugs  ill  tlie  city  of  l^ansint;  except  one  losj 
liouse  and  a  sawmill.  The  family  had  stmie  time 
previous  to  this  heeii  at  Adrian  and  came  up  to 
the  new  capital  to  make  their  home.  .\lr.  Weller 
continued  ill  liusincss  here  until  IHTl.and  duriii>j 
the  later  years  transferred  his  interests  to  the  dry- 
iioods  line,  coniinu'  up  from  his  oriuinal  situatii>n 
to  Washinjitoii  Avenue.  He  served  for  four  years 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  soon  after  removed  to 
Detroit,  where,  in  1HM4.  he  eiiuaued  in  the  K(iui- 
table  Life  Insurance  t'ompany.  and  remained  with 
that  company  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  l«M!t. 
He  was  a  iiieinlier  of  the  lnde|)endent  Order  of 
( )dd  Fellows  and  also  of    the    .Masonic   fraternity. 

.Vim  (Thomas)  ^\'eller.  the  mother  of  our  suli- 
ject,  was  formerly  from  Penii.s\  Ivania.  and  came 
here  with  her  parents.  Her  father.  .John  Thomas, 
was  a  meinher  of  the  linn  of  lUisli  A'  Tlioinas,  of 
whom  our  readers  will  lie  pleased  to  learn  in  the 
liiosiiaphical  sketch  of  .Mr.  IJusli.  to  he  found  else- 
where in  this  .Vi.isi'M.  .Vuiiustus  and  Ann  Weller 
were  united  in  marriage  in  the  fall  of  1X.");L  and 
here  they  reared  a  family  of  three  children:  our 
subject;  Charles  .V.,  now  of  Chicago;  and  .Viiua 
T.,  wife  of  Mr.  Spaulding.  of  Boston.  The  mother 
died  in  l«(;i. 

i-'rauk  1).  Weller  received  his  education  in  the 
city  schools  of  Ijansing.  after  which  he  went  to 
Detroit  and  learned  the  ti-ade  of  a  decorator  and 
frescoer.  He  remained  there  for  six  years,  and 
upon  returning  to  this  city,  opened  an  estalilish- 
inent  of  his  own  in  1H77.  and  has  now  worked  up 
a  large  bnsiness.  He  has  a  store  on  the  principal 
business  street  which  occupies  a  luiilding  22x90 
feet,  and  includes  both  the  tirst  tloor  and  the  ba.se- 
inent.  Although  a  young  man  in  reality,  Mr. 
Weller  is  from    a    liiisiness    stand|ioint    the    oldest 


man  in  that  excliisi\e  line  in  the  cil\.  He  de- 
votes himself  persistently  to  his  business  and  takes 
his  recreation  in  looking  after  his  horses.  He  is 
breeding  a  fine  line  of  standard  trotters  and  has  a 
large  numlicr  of  good  young  horses  and  mares. 
His  )jolitical  views  have  inclined  him  to  alHIiatc 
with  the  Democratic  parly,  .and  he  votes  that 
ticket. 

.Miss  Sarah  Bates,  of  this  city,  became  the  wife 
of  .Mr.  Weller  .\ugust  II.  IH7H.  This  lady  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  but  came  here  with  her  parents, 
her  father  being  well  known  in  the  city  as  Thomas 
Bates.  One  child,  .Vva.  has  blessed  their  union. 
Mr.  Weller  remembers  well  ^tlie  pioneer  times  of 
his  childhood  and  the  game  which  was  plentiful, 
when  the  streets  of  this  city  were  in  their  j)rinii- 
tive  condition,  before  the  hand  of  man  had  low- 
ered the  "lants  of  the  forest. 


V  , 


\ 
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,  APT.  .loll N  K.  PkIC  !■:.  If  iihkU^I  worth 
will  not  •■  blow  its  own  Irumiiet."' the  pen  of 
the  biographer  must  speak  its  |)raises.  Those 
who  are  loudest  in  their  own  bi'lijilf  are  not  always 
appreciated  most  highly  by  their  neighbors,  and 
the  re\  erse  of  this  fact  is  also  true,  as  may  beat- 
tested  to  by  every  one  who  knows  the  "old  .Mar- 
shal" of  Lansing,  liighani  County.  Cajit.  Price, 
who  was  the  .Marshal  of  this  city  in  its  Hist  days 
and  held  the  office  until  within  the  la.st  few  years, 
is  not  a  man  who  sjieaks  his  own  praises,  luit  he  is 
warmly  ai)i)reciate<l  by  every  man.  woniaii  and 
child  ill  this  city  and  his  resignation  from  that 
oltice  on  account  of  age  was  deeply  regretted.  His 
.■-ervices  to  the  country  are  appreciated  by  those 
who  know  his  story  and  genuine  regret  is  felt  tli.at 
technicalities  should  li,-i\  c  deprived  one  who  i>  so 
worthy  from  receiving  a  pension  as  a  token  of  a 
nation's  gratitude. 

(apt.  Price  was  born  .Inly  I.  lull!,  in  .South  .Viii- 
boy  Township,  Middlesex  County.  .N.  .1.  llis  father. 
Xerxes  Price,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  bom 
September  24.  1777.     The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  Ebenezer  Price,  had  his  nativity  September 
13,  1748,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  brick  and 
stoneware  in  New  Jerse^y,  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  The  father,  who  was  also  a  man- 
ufacturer in  the  same  line,  dealt  extensively  in 
these  wares  and  remained  throughout  life  in  New 
Jersey,  dying  October  24,  1845.  He  was  a  stir- 
ring business  man  but  during  his  last  years 
lived  a  retired  life.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Nancy  Letts  and  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  Her  father,  Francis  Letts,  was  a 
New  Jersey  farmer  of  Welsh  descent  who  took  part 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  mother  died 
in  1829. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  Xerxes  and  Nancy  Price 
four  are  now  living.  Our  subject,  who  was  next 
to  tiie  youngest  in  age,  remained  upon  the  farm 
in  Middlesex  County  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  when  he  took  a  position  as  cook  upon 
a  boat  and  thought  some  of  shipping  in  the  gen- 
eral service  upcm  the  high  seas.  He  went  to  Brook- 
lyn and  was  accepted  to  go  on  a  three  years'  cruise 
on  the  ship  "Hornet,"  but  through  the  influence 
of  his  brother-in-law  who  advised  him  to  learn  bis 
trade  he  withdrew  from  this  engagement,  although 
he  dearly  loved  the  water  and  could  sail  a  lioat 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He  was  now  ap- 
prenticed to  the  carpenter's  trade  and  came  to  Ba- 
tavia,  Genesee  Count3%N.  Y.,  in  IS.*?!,  and  tliere 
remained  three  years  and  six  immtlis. 

In  1834  Mr.  Price  came  to  ilichigan  and  located 
in  Sandstone,  Jackson  County,  where  he  continued 
to  work  at  the  eaipenter's  trade.  In  1837  he  went 
to  Albion,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills  and  there  con- 
tinued until  his  marriage  in  1843.  This  great 
event  took  place  in  IMarengo  Township,  Calhoun 
County,  his  bride  being  Miss  Jane  Powell,  who  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  He  now  decided  to 
go  upon  a  farm,  and  renting  one  in  jMarengo 
Township,  continued  there  for  four  and  a  half 
years,  I'aising  wheat  which  he  sold  at  forty-eight 
cents  per  bushel. 

It  was  in  April.  1817,  that  Mr.  Price  came  to 
Lansing  and  in  June  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  all 
covered  with  timlier,  upon  which  he  built  a  house 
and  in  Februarv  of  the  next  year  removed  hither. 


This  is  the  same  place  where  he  now  resides  and  it 
comprises  four  acres  within  the  limits  of  Lansing 
and  near  to  the  business  portion  of  North  Lansing. 
He  also  owns  a  nice  farm  in  Olive  Township,  Clin- 
ton County,  which  is  finely  improved.  Here  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  operated  a  Seymour  saw- 
mill in  North  Lansing.  He  had  lumber  enough  to 
supply  a  hundred  mills  and  was  rapidly  making 
money,  when  be  left  home  and  all,  in  1861,  at  the 
first  tap  of  the  drum,  and  raising  a  company,  which 
was  known  as  the  Williams  Rifles,  tendered  himself 
and  his  company  to  Gov.  Blair. 

Capt.  Price  was  at  that  time  lifty-one  years  old 
and  therefore  beyond  the  legal  age  for  enlistment, 
but  his  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country  and  his 
strong  sense  of  the  justice  of  the  Union  cause,  caused 
him  to  overcome  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his 
enlistment.  His  company  was  made  part  of  the 
Third  Regiment,  Michigan  Infantry, under  the  title 
of  Company  G.  They  were  mustered  in  at  Grand 
Rapids  and  the  company  was  tendered  the  electing 
of  their  own  Captain,  which  he  received  by  an 
unanimous  VQte.  He  was  also  appointed  Captain 
of  the  camp  at  Grand  Rapids  and  after  a  short 
time  went  on  to  Washington  with  his  companj-. 
lie  remained  in  service  until  the  marching  caused 
him  to  give  out,  as  he  had  taken  sick  m  Detroit 
and  could  not  endure  such  hardships.  Tliey  were 
on  their  way  to  the  liattle  of  Bull  Run  when  he 
was  prostrated  by  sickness  and  remained  in  camp 
until  he  resigned,  in  August,  1861,  liis  term  of  ser- 
vice having  lacked  just  eight  days  of  three  montiis, 
which  excludes  him  fiom  olitaining  apensidn.  lie 
was  in  feeble  health  for  some  time  after  his  return 
and  since  that  time  has  followed  farming.  The 
farm  which  ho  now  has  is  as  fine  land  as  can  be 
found  in  Clinton  County  and  since  he  has  come  to 
so  venerable  an  age,  he  rents  it  out  and  lives  a  re- 
tired life.  He  owns  the  stock  upon  his  farm  tnul 
has  half  the  increase  of  it. 

The  four  children  of  oui'  sultject  are  Clara.  Mrs. 
AVood,  of  Lansing;  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  Twait,  of  Lan- 
sing; Ella  J.,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  six  years,  and 
William  A.,  who  is  in  Mississippi.  Capt.  Price  has 
lield  various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
having  served  one  term  on  the    School  Board  anc^ 
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W.MS  ('(niiniiKsioner  of  Highways  for  sovcral  years 
ill  lyansint;-  Townshii)  and  Tieasuicr  f(jr  one  year. 
IK'  is  an  KIiUt  in  tlie  Fianlclin  Street  Presliyterian 
C'liurcli  and  liasl)eeii  Sunday-school  Snperintendent 
lia\iui;  served  in  tliat  ea|)acity  in  Ihe  first  Suinhiy- 
sehool  wliieh  was  oiiiaiiized  in  tills  city,  and  heinji 
one  of  llie  oiiianizeis  of  tliat  Sunday-school  and 
the  Presl)yterian  Cluireli.  lie  is  conceded  lobe 
the  oldest  settler  in  Xorth  Laiisinu-.  He  is  an  ar- 
dent Hepul)lican  of  the  old-fashioned  kind  and  a 
true  [latiiol  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  has 
served  ujion  both  the  tfiand  and  |jetit  juries  and 
was  tlieliist  Marshal  of  Laiisiiii;.  He  is  reineinhere<l 
as  heinii'  the  .Marshal  on  the  occasion  of  the  first 
Fourtli  of  ,Iul\'  celebration  and  the  first  Republi- 
can rally  and  ])rocession  in  IK;')!.  Intil  within  .a 
very  few  years  tliis  veneralile  and  bekived  citizen 
has  been  induced  to  act  as  Marshal  upon  all  irreal 
occasions,  as  Lansing  people  do  not  think  a  gr.and 
procession    (piite  coiii|)lete  unless  he  is  at  Ihe  head. 


_:— <g 
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II.IIKHT  W.  LEWIS  is  a  nieinher  of  the  (irni 
of  Karle  it  Lewis,  hardware  merchants  at 
^i^!  Mason.  Ingham  County.  A  .sketch  will  be 
found  of  the  senior  member  of  the  lirm  in  another 
part  of  this  volume.  The  young  men  are  both 
enterprising  and  ambitious  and  have  already  built 
u|>  a  good  reputation  and  busine.ss  in  the  place  of 
llii'ir  choice.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire .State  having  been  born  in  ( )akfield.  Genesee 
County,  N.  V..  February  9.  IMoH.  He  is  the  son  of 
Irvin  and  Emeline  (Beardsley )  Lewis,  the  former 
a  native  of  Connecticut  although  of  English  ances- 
try.and  the  mother  having  been  born  in  .\lexander. 
N.  Y.,  and  being  of  nii.xed  Scotch  and  French  an- 
cestry. The  elements  that  he  gets  from  this  mixed 
ancestry  are  evident  in  the  sturdy  independence, 
the  speculative  insight  that  he  is  determined  to 
have  into  every  subject  in  which  he  is  interested, 
and  the  Yankee  ingenuity  that  lie  brings  to  bear 
ill  argument  and  trade. 

I'p  to  the  age  of  fourteen    the   original    of   our 
sketch    s]X'n1    most  of   his   time   in  the  school  room 


and  then  graduated  from  Carey  Seminary.  New 
York.  His  father  had  died  when  he  was  lint  a  lad 
of  ten  years  of  age.  and  his  mother,  who  married 
again,  came  with  her  hiisb.and  to  Michigan,  locating 
in  llillsdak  County  in  IH72.  Here  they  located 
on  a  farm  which  they  continued  to  oi)erate  until 
our  subject  had  attained  his  eighteenth  year.  He 
then  left  home  it)  gain  a  living  for  himself  and 
s]>ent  one  year  in  Logan  County.  111.,  where  he 
worked  ill  an  elevator.  He  then  retuiiied  to  Hills- 
dale County,  and  from  there  went  to  his  old  home 
in  Xcw  York  w-here  he  re- visited  familiar  si'cnes. 
remaining  some  six  months.  He  then  retiinied  to 
Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  united  his  fate  for  better  <ir  worse  with 
that  of  Miss  Ida  :\I.  Linsday.  of  Litcliheld.  Hillsdale 
County.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  Octolier 
ao.  1878.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  .1.  H.  and 
Emeline  (.Mead)  Linsday.  .She  was  lioiii  April  1  1. 
1H.")7.  ill  Hillsdale  County.  Midi. 

.Vfter  his  marriage  Mr.  Lewis  accepted  a  position 
as  freight  agent  at  Lansing  on  the  Michigan 
Southern  railroad.  He  occupied  this  post  for 
aliout  eight  months  and  then  engaged  as  clerk  in 
a  hardware  store  belongrng  to  Dart  (t  Howen,  in 
Lansing.  There  he  remained  for  three  and  a  half 
years,  when  he  changed  his  positimi  and  was  eni- 
]ilo\('d  with  W.  I).  SabiHe,al.soa  liardw.'ue  merchant, 
for  one  year.  He  then  traveled  for  six  months  as 
a  salesman,  after  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
city  of  Indianapolis  as  <i  clerk  in  a  hardware  store 
for  a  space  of  one  year.  From  there  he  came  to 
Mason  and  for  one  and  a  half  years  clerked  in  the 
hardware  store  of  -V.  ( ).  DiiHois.  .nid  tlieii  traveleil 
on  the  road  for  a  Cleveland  hardware  firm  for  four 
years.  This  brings  him  up  to  .lanuar.v.  18111,  when 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  his  old  employer,  .Mr. 
.V.  ( ).  Dul'.ois.  and  the  firm  was  re-establisliiil  under 
the  name  of  Earlc  A-  Lewis. 

Mr.  Lewi>  is  a  follower  of  the  liepublicaii  party. 
in  spite  of  tlie  duty  on  tin.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  found  that 
his  fraternizing  with  the  miMi  in  this  society  lias 
been  of  great  advantage  to  him.  not  only  in  a  social 
way,  l)ut  from  a  business  standpoint.  The  firm  of 
which  ^Ir.  Lewis  is  a  junior  member  enjoys  a  good 
trade.     They  sell   very  close  and  are  enabled  so  to 
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do  li\  their  knowledge  of  the  best  market;;  in  whicli 
to  pui'cliase,  ami  l).v  their  uprio:ht  manner  of  doinii 
liu.siness.  They  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  coin- 
niunity  anil  all  other  business  liouses  have  a  good 
word  to  say  foi-  the  young-  firm.  Mr.  lA'wis  has 
luit  one  lirothei'  wlntse  name  is  Merrill  L.  Lewis, 
lie  traxi'ls  for  a  Cleveland  hardware  house  and  his 
home  is  located  at  Marion.  Ind..  where  he  has  a 
delightful  residence  that  is  presided  o\'er  liy  a 
gentle,  relined  little  woman  .■ind  two  charming 
dauiihters. 


^ 


WIOSIAII  W.  DOWNS.  Among  the  well-known 
citizens  of  J^ansing,  Ingham  County,  who 
were  early  settlers  here  in  the  jiioneer  days, 
we  are  pleased  to  present  the  sketch  of  a 
se|)tuagenarian  of  such  character  and  worth  as  Mr. 
Downs,  wlio  litis  now  retired  from  .active  life  and 
is  spending  his  last  days  in  the  lovely  home  in  the 
eitv,  which  was  the  scene  of  his  labors  in  his  early 
manhood.  His  home  is  surrounded  by  a  lieautifnl 
little  fruit  farm  ol  twoaiul  one-half  .acres,  in  wliich 
tlie  old  gentleman  delisihls.  and  which  he  is  able 
to  superintend  piotitalily.  He  lias  lieen  a  resident 
of  this  city  since  New  Year's  D.ay,  IJ^;')?. 

M:insfield.  liiehland  County.  Ohio,  is  the  nati\e 
home  of  this  gentleman,  who  w,as  born  .luly  21*. 
1^*21.  His  fatlier.  .lames  Downs,  was  born  near  the 
old  Natural  Bridge  in  \'irginia  and  his  fathei.  .lolin 
H..  was  the  son  of  a  l-'rote.stant  Irishman  from  the 
Noilh  of  Ireland.  The  family  lineage  is  traced  to 
the  Scotch  nobility.  The  grandfather  was  a  sIkh^- 
maker  by  ti'ade.  liist  in  Virginia  and  afteiward  in 
Maryland,  and  in  1)^12  he  lemoved  to  ( )hio  ami 
loe-ated  eight  miles  from  Mansfield,  on  a  farm,  which 
he  improved  and  somewhat  later  sold  before  return- 
ing to  Mansfield. 

The  father  of  our  siiliject  was  a  miller  by  trade 
and  operated  a  mill  for  Mr.  Marshall  on  Clear  Fork. 
Richland  County.  Ohio,  and  later  bought  a  farm 
adjoining  and  carried  it  on  while  continuing  his 
milling.    In  1830  he  sold  this  property  and  removed 


to  Mansfield,  where  he  took  up  the  making  of  brick, 
in  which  he  was  successful,  and  died  there  in  April. 
1H38.  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  He  was  a  de- 
vout and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Deborah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  \'aiiDorn.  and  belonged  to  one  of 
the  old  Dutch  families  of  Kastein  New  York,  being 
born  in  Saratoga  Couut\.  Her  father  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  entered  the  Revolutionary  .\riny  and 
served  throughout  the  continuance  of  the  war.  after 
which  he  resumed  farming,  .\bout  the  year  1812 
he  located  in  Washington  Township.  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  two  miles  from  where  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  Downs,  made  his  home.  Tlieri' 
was  longevity  in  the  laiuily  on  both  sides  and  the 
mother  lived  to  eomi>lete  eighty  years  anil  then 
passed  away  in  Ohio,  in  1878.  .She  had  nine  chil- 
dren in  her  household  and  .losiah  was  third  in 
oilier  of  age.  He  is  the  only  one  of  the  brothers 
who  is  now  living  although  none  of  the  sisters 
have  passed  away. 

In  Richland  County.  Ohio,  this  boy  t>iew  to  the 
age  of  nine  years  upon  the  farm,  after  which  he 
went  to  Mansfield  thi'ee  months  each  winter  to  jit- 
teud  school,  and  began  heli)ing  also  in  the  brick- 
yard, his  earliest  task  being  carrying  brick,  and 
when  sixteen  years  old  in  moldini;  biick.  his 
usual  task  being  tliiee  thoiLsand  ;i  da\.  When 
the  father  died  the  sons  carried  on  the  business 
through  the  next  season,  getting  out  some  sixty 
thousand  bricks,and  then  decided  to  ilrop  this  busi- 
ness and  learn  trades. 

.losiah  was  apprenticed  to  a  tailor  in  Mansfield 
anil  after  three  years  at  the  ti'ade  he  worked  as  a 
jouineyinun  at  Ashland  and  New  Haven,  and  suli- 
sequeiUly  returned  to  .\Lansfield  and  started  a  shop. 
15ut  this  was  not  of  long  duration,  as  in  .May.  I8K; 
he  joined  the  volunteer  arm\'.  entering  Com|)any 
A.  Third  (Jhio  Infantiv.  and  serving  for  one  year 
in  the  Mexican  War.  with  the  rank  of  Second  Ser- 
geai)t.  He  was.sent  to  Cincinnati  under  Col.  Cur- 
tis, and  next  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  joining 
Taylor's  army  sailed  in  lien.  11.  F.  Butler's  Divis- 
ion to  Mexico. 

The  regiment  was  kejil  at  the  garrison  at  Mata- 
niora  on  duty  lor  Wvf  inoii(h>  nnd    tliPU    spent  one 
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month  at  Comargo,  whence  they  marched  to  Mont- 
erey and  Buena  Vista,  where  his  regiment  took  a 
train  of  two  luindred  wagon  loads  of  provision 
encountering  parties  of  "Urears",  Mexican  plunder- 
ers, all  along  the  way  but  thej^  made  their  way 
through  in  safety.  They  remained  in  Buena  Vista 
until  after  the  battle  of  Vera  Cruz,  when,  their 
term  of  service  having  expired,  they  were  dis- 
charged, being  mustered  out  at  New  (Jrleans, 
.June  25,  1847  returning  by  boat  to  Cincinnati. 

Sergeant  Downs  now  settled  down  to  work  at 
his  trade  and  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  and 
was  married  October  28,  1847,  in  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Lydi'i  Spiteler,  a  native  of  that  State  and  daughter 
of  Daniel  Spiteler,  who  was  a  potter  by  trade.  Our 
subject  continued  in  the  tailoring  business,  until 
185.5,  when  he  removed  to  Auburn,  Ind.,  where  he 
carried  on  business  in  clothing  and  furnishing 
goods,  and  eighteen  months  later  removed  to  Crest- 
line, Ohio,  where  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Greenfield,  and  enlarged  his  stock.  Five 
months  later  he  removed  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  the 
following  January,  in  1857,  he  located  in  Lansing, 
opening  a  fine  line  of  clothing  and  piece  goods  as 
a  merchant  tailor.  His  partnership  here  with  Mr. 
Greenfield  lasted  for  eighteen  months,  and  then 
Mr.  Downs  sold  out  his  interest  and  lentinga  room, 
started  in  as  a  custom  tailor  and  did  well  at  it  for 
twelve  j'ears,  after  which  he  sold  his  Inisiness  to 
JNIessrs.  Murray  and  Dixon. 

When  this  gentleman  first  came  to  Lansing  he 
purchased  an  acre  of  land  where  the  Lansing  Wheel 
Works  now  stand,  and  resided  on  that  spot  during 
the  days  of  the  war,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought 
something  over  five  acres  adjoining  the  corjjora- 
tit)ii.  Ilcie  he  built  a  house  and  set  out  an  orchard. 
.\fler  selling  his  shop  he  still  continued  as  a  cutter 
and  fitter,  and  his  old  customers  still  sent  for  him 
to  do  their  special  wcjrk.  He  finally  sold  his  little 
place  and  bought  two  and  one-half  acres  where  he 
now  resides,  building  his  present  home  in  1874. 
During  this  Lime  he  was  sui)erintendent  of  the 
tailoring  department  at  the  Reform  School  for 
seven  years,  while  .Johnson  &  Howe  were  superin- 
dents  of  the  school.  At  that  time  he  was  so 
much  troubled  with  neuralgia  in  the  head  that  he 
gave  up  his  in-door  work  and  devoted  himself  to 


his  garden  and  fruit  farm,  until  he  entirely  over- 
came this  trouble. 

Ten  children  form  the  household  of  our  subject 
and  his  faithful  companion,  whom  we  will  enum- 
erate as  follows:  Oscar  B.,  a  baker  in  Saginaw; 
.James,  wlio  resides  in  Lansing;  Carrie,  now  Mrs. 
Mark  Aldrich,  of  Grand  Fork  County,  Dak.;  Mil- 
tf)n  B.,  a  cabinet-maker  and  the  finest  workman  in 
the  city;  I^ranklin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years; 
.Julietta  married  Mr.  Durand,  who  is  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Michigan  C'entral  Railroad  at  Ypsi- 
lanti;  Mary  married  William  ('.  Hinman,  the  City 
Clerk;  .John  is  a  member  of  the  Metroplitan  Police; 
William  M.,  a  carriage  trimmer;  Minnie  is  attend- 
ing school  at  Ypsilanti  and  Bertha  is  a  member  of 
the  Class  of  '83,  in   the   High   School   at    Lansing. 

Daniel  .Spiteler,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Downs,  was 
born  near  Fredericksburg,  Pa.,aiid  his  father,  Simon, 
'a  Hollander,  came  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  car- 
ried on  a  farm  and  died  in  Canton,  Ohio.  Daniel 
S]jiteler  had  a  pottery  at  Mansfield,  and  afterward 
came  to  DeKalb  County,  Ind.  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  near  Spencer  and  carried  on 
the  doulile  vocation  of  farmer  and  potter.  His 
death  took  place  when  he  was  sixty  years  old.  His 
excellent  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline 
Neagent  and  had  her  birth  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  and 
her  father,  William  Neagent,  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, who  made  his  home  in  Greencastle,  where  he 
was  a  prominent  man  and  a  leader  in  the  Masonic 
order.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  who  came  to 
Detroit  to  form  the  first  Masonic  lodge  in  Michigan 
and  during  that  trip  died  on  the  River  Raisin. 
The  mother  died  in  Ft.  Wayne  after  reaching  her 
seventy-eighth  year.  They  were  both  earnest  and 
devoted  members  of  tlie  Bajitist  Church,  and  the 
judicious  and  faithful  parents  of  nine  children. 
Mrs.  Downs  was  their  first-born  and  first  saw  the 
light  .July  1,  1828  near  Mansfield  which  was  her 
home  until  1856,  when  she  removed  to  Spencer, 
Ind.,  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Downs  has  served  his  township  one  year  as 
clerk,  and  has  also  been  School  Director  a  j'ear.  He 
is  identified  with  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33.  A.Fifr.A.M. 
He  joined  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Auburn,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Association 
of  Mexican  Veterans.     His  political  views  ally  him 
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witli  the  Dt'inooratic  |)arty  and  in  reliaion  he  is  a 
rnivei'salist.  hein"  Deacon  and  Trustet-  in  that 
clnircli.  while  his  wife  inclini's  to  tlic  Spiiitualistic 
I'aith.  It  is  a  dfliiiht  to  \isit  tliis  xaluod  and  i-x- 
pi'iient'ed  citizen,  wild  makes  t'veiv  iruest  liis  friend 
by  virtne  of  hiseonrtesw  attal)ilitv  and  inteiliarenee. 


]^r^- 


(3_ 


fclLl.lA.M  A.  DRVKK.  Wlien  one  investi- 
' /-Jf  ii'ati's  tlic  lieainninys  of  history,  eonsid- 
yy'yfl  eralile  leseareli  is  necessary  in  order  to 
jnake  dear  the  first  settlements  and  the  early 
records.  It  is  believed  that  the  first  settlement  in 
Ingham  t'oiinty  was  made  by  Mr.  Uodgers  npon 
section  3t),  Stoekbridge  Township,  in  183.5,  but  the 
gentleman  whose  nairre  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketfli  is  the  oldest  settler  now  livi  ig  within  the 
bounds  of  the  county.  He  is  well  known  all  oyer 
the  county. and  cs))eciall\  in  l.ansin;;  .-md  \icinit  \'. 
where  he  has  been  pioniinent  in  the  township  as 
Supervisor  and  the  other  positions  of  trust.  He  is 
a  most  delightful  and  entertaining  talker,  as  he 
knows  all  the  stories  of  the  early  ))ioneer  life.  .Vt 
the  time  of  liis  tiist  settlement  here  he  had  to  pro- 
cure work  in  the  moic  settled  poi'tionsof  the  State, 
and  he  more  than  once  walked  a  distance  of  thi)t\'- 
tive  miles  to  get  work.  At  one  time  he  obtaine(i 
■.voi'k  :il  Dexter,  laboiing  seven  and  one-half  da  \  s 
in  haying  and  harvesting  to  procure  one  hundred 
|)ounds  of  Hour,  and  then  he  walked  home  .again 
the  twenty-live  miles  distance  and  returned  with 
his  ox-team  to  haul  it  back,  making  in  all  elex-en 
and  one-half  days  of  woik  for  one  hundred 
pounds  of  Hour.  He  is  a  man  of  remarkable 
mind,  keenly  ali^•e  to  all  the  issues  of  the  day. and 
with  a  rich  fund   of  experience. 

Mr.  Dryer  had  his  birth  in  C'azenovia,  ^Madison 
County.  X.  Y..  .March  '.•.  1M13.  his  father.  .Vllen 
Dryer,  and  his  iirandfather.  who  bore  the  same 
name,  liotli  being  natives  of  the  old  liay  State. 
The  name  was  formerly  Dwyer.  and  the  original 
ancestor  wa.*  a  Hollander,  but  when  he  was  in  Eng- 
land he  was  conscripted  and  to  escape  the  draft  he 
emigrated  to  America,  where  he  located  in  Massa- 


chusetts and  changed  the  n;imc  to  l)i-yei'.  The 
grandfather  came  fi'om  Massachusetts  and  became 
an  early  settlei-  of  .Madison  ('<junty.  N.  V..  wheic 
he  carried  on  a  larm.  His  fatliei'  .-dso  boi-e  the 
name  <jf   .Mien. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  i-emo\  ed  fiom  Mas- 
sachusetts to  New  York  after  their  marriage,  and 
his  father  became  Postmaster  and  .lustice  of  the 
Peace  in  Cazenovia.  and  having  leached  the  age 
of  seventy  years,  died  there  in  11S42.  He  had  a 
brother  who  lived  to  the  remaikable  ;ige  of  one 
hundred  years  and  nine  days.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  his  political  attachment.-.  His  wife.  Ksther 
liullock.  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bullock,  a 
Massachusetts  farmer,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  in  the  same  year  which  saw  her 
husband's  demise.  They  were  earnest  and  .active 
memliers  of  the  rresbyterian  Church,  and  had  the 
remarkable  ;ind  ble.s,sed  experience  of  seeing  all  of 
their  thirteen  children  grow  to  years  of  maturity-. 
There  was  not  a  death  in  the  family  until  after 
the  youngest  son  had  reached  the  age  of  twent\- 
three  years,  during  which  year  the  father  and 
mother  and  foiu-  of  the  sons  were  carried  to  the 
grave  in  three  months   by  a  fevci'. 

The  children  of  this  family  were  of  follows: 
Barzilla.  who  died  in  1H42:  Adelia  is  now  ninety- 
four  yeai's  old.  and  has  hei-  home  ui  Bath  Town- 
ship. Clinton  County:  Ksther  died  at  Battle  Creek; 
Lucy  i)asseil  away  at  Fenner.  X.  Y.:  Almira  dierl 
in  Clinton  County.  .Mich.;  Kufus  died  in  New 
^'ork;  David  resides  in  Bath.  Clinton  (  ounty; 
.Margaret  is  with  our  sidiject;  Mary  died  in  Lan- 
sinii  in  IH.sS;  William  A.,  on i- subject;  .lames  died 
in  im2;  .Matilda 's  death  occni-red  in  Canada:  and 
lieiijamin  died  in  1842. 

William  Dryei-  w;is  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Cazenovia.  aiul  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
was  apprenticed  to  the  cjo'ri.age  builders'  trade,  at 
nhich  he  served  for  four  years,  and  then  workecl 
at  the  business  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twent\- 
three.  In  lM3(i  he  came  to  Michigan,  leachiui; 
this  point  in  .lune.  He  traveled  by  boat  to  Buf- 
falo, liy  the  "Old  Michigan"  to  Detioit.  and  then 
came  iiros|)ecting  on  fool,  and  finally  decided  to 
locate  in  Michigan,  although  he  had  intended  to 
make  Illinois  his  home.     When   he    left    Yjisilanti 
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he  was  taken  very  sick,  and  as  his  partner  had 
gone  to  Illinois,  he  was  in  quite  a  desolate  condi- 
tion; however,  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
AVhite  Oak  Township,  on  section  21,  which  was  a 
dense  forest.  He  went  on  foot  back  to  Detroit, 
and  in  the  fall  brought  his  wife  and  one  child, 
and  building  a  log  house,  began  to  climb  the  lad- 
der of  life  on  the  very  bottom  round.  His  resi- 
dence was  a  log  shanty  with  a  roof  made  of  split 
red  oak  shakes,  and  the  floor  of  split  basswood, 
evened  by  an  adz.  He  proceeded  to  clear  the 
farm,  and  found  his  nearest  market  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  his  most  numerous  neighbors  In- 
dians, with  wluim  lie  learned  to  talk  in  tlieir 
dialect. 

In  1845  ^Ir.  Dryer  sold  his  property  in  White 
Oak  Township,  and  bought  land  in  Pinckuey,  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  kept  a  shop  and  worked 
at  his  trade  for  three  years.  In  1848  he  removed 
to  Lansing,  making  his  home  here  on  the  2d 
of  November,  and  putting  up  a  shop.  He  made 
the  first  wagon  that  was  ever  manufactured  in 
Lansing,  and  also  the  first  carriage.  The  axles  of 
this  vehicle  were  made  out  of  iron-wood  poles 
which  were  taken  from  an  old  log  house.  For  two 
years  he  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages,  and  then  entered  the  euiploy  of 
Smith,  Turner  <fe  Seymour,  in  building  the  plank 
road  between  Lansing  <fe  Howell.  In  their  inter- 
ests he  had  charge  of  the  store  at  Leroy  and  also 
of  a  sawmill,  where  the  planks  for  the  road  were 
manufactured.  This  work  occupied  him  for  two 
years,  and  subsequently  he  entered  the  mercantile 
business,  into  which  he  was  aided  by  "Zach" 
Chandler,  who  helped  to  establish  his  credit  for 
the  purchase  of  goods.  He  carried  on  this  store 
for  four  years  upon  Center  Street.  North  Lansing, 
and  made  a  success  of  it,  but  he  then  sold  out  this 
business  and  purchased  a  farm. 

The  property  which  ]Mr.  Dryer  now  bought  com- 
prised one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  all  in 
the  woods,  situated  upon  section  7,  Lansing  Town- 
ship. He  located  upon  this  land  and  proceeded  to 
improve  it,  and  in  1856  hewed  out  and  built  a  log 
house.  He  was  nominated  by  the  Repulilican 
party  .is  Representative  in  tlie  Legislature,  but  was 
defeated  by  the  Hon.  O.  M.  Barnes.    He  continued 


to  reside  upon  his  farm  until  November  1889, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life,  and  selling  that 
property  came  to  live  in  Lansing.  He  was  the 
first  citizen  of  Ingham  County  to  introduce  fine 
sheep  here.  Merinos  being  his  hobby,  and  he  had 
over  four  hundred  liead  in  his  flock.  He  also  in- 
troduced thorough-bred  Short-horn  cattle,  and  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Central  IMichigan 
Agricultural  Association,  of  whicii  he  was  the  first 
President,  an  office  lie  held  for  two  years.  He  is 
still  one  of  its  firm  friends,  and  was  a  Director 
continuously  until  his  retirement  from  active 
duties.  At  its  fairs  he  has  taken  many  pre- 
miums, and  was  ever  active  in  promoting  its  in- 
terests. 

Tills  venerable  gentlem.an  was,  on  the  24th 
of  October,  1834,  unitc-d  in  marriage  with  the 
wife  of  his  youtli,  in  Hamilton,  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.  Tliis  lady  w.as  Miss  Betsey  H.  Newell, 
a  native  of  Morrisville,  and  she  passed  from 
earth  in  1861.  Her  nine  children  are:  Mary, 
Mrs.  ,1.  E.  AVarner,  of  Lansing:  Dr.  Newell  en- 
listed in  1864  in  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  served  as  Assistant  Surgeon  until  the 
close  of  the  war;  Elbridge,  a  farmer  in  Lansing 
Township;  Esther  was  Mrs.  G.W.  Christopher,  and 
died  in  1887;  Adelaide  and  James  W.  both  died 
in  infancy;  Helen  A.  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four;  William  F.,  a  farmer  in  Bath  Town- 
ship; and  Betsey  K.  is  Mrs.  E.  M.  Johnson,  of 
Owosso.  Newell  Dryer  enlisted  as  a  private,  and 
his  father  went  to  Gov.  Crapo  and  obtained  for 
him  (ahead  of  forty-seven  other  applications)  a 
commission  as  Assistant  Surgeon.  This  able 
physician,  who  is  now  practicing  in  Bath,  Clin- 
ton County,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Medical 
College. 

The  second  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  are  writing  took  place  in  1861,  and  he  was  then 
united  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Britton,  who  was  born  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents  in  1879,  locating  in  Wayne  County, 
where  tliey  lived  upon  a  farm.  Her  first  marriage 
took  place  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  she  afterward  lived 
in  Piuckney,  wlicre  Mr.  Britton  died,  and  sub- 
sequent to  that  event  she  located  in  Lansing  in 
1852. 
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When  Mr.  Dryer  was  residiiii;'  in  White  Oak 
Township,  he  ■-erved  as  Supervisor  and  Township 
Clerk  as  well  as  .Seliool  Inspector,  lie  helped  to 
organize  tlie  townsliij)  and  the  eoiinty.  and  served 
as  County  Commissioner,  being  also  Chairman  of 
the  Board  for  two  years.  In  Lansing  Townshi|) 
ho  was  Supervisor  for  fourteen  years,  and  during 
most  of  that  time  was  Chairman  of  the  Counts- 
Board.  He  helped  to  build  all  the  schoolhouses. 
and  had  a  broad  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Pioneer 
Association,  as  well  as  of  the  Ingham  County 
Pioneer  Association,  and  was  its  honored  President 
for  many  years. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Chinch  is  the  religious 
body  with  which  oiu'  subject  is  in  sympathy,  and 
he  has  been  an  otticial  niemlier  of  it  for  many 
years,  but  he  also  sympathizes  warmly  with  all  re- 
ligious movements,  and  has  aided  i)i  the  erection 
of  every  church  in  Lansing.  In  his  early  days  he 
was  a  Free-soil  Democrat,  but  when  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  came  into  force,  it  sent  him  witli  many 
others  into  the  newly  formed  Kejiulilican  party  in 
18o4.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren.  and  his  second  for  .loliii  C.  Fre- 
mont. Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  pillar  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  until  recently'  he  has  at- 
tended nearly  every  county  and  congressional 
convention,  and  was  a  nieml)er  and  Chairman  in 
the  Republican  Committee  of  Ingham  Connty  for 
years. 


J  1 1  I  1  II  ^1  >■  II  I  / 


y;ILLIA.M  IIKXKY  RAYNER,  is  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  who  .owns  two  hundred 
^  ^  and  eighty  acres  of  Land  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Mason.  His  farm  is  located  on 
section  9,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
but  his  residence  is  in  the  city  proper.  The  dis- 
tance between  his  residence  and  the  farm  which  he 
operates  being  so  short  that  he  can  readily  go  from 
one  place  to  the  other.  Mr.  Kayner  was  liorn  in 
the  town  of  Brutus,  Cayuga  County,  X.  Y.,  Ai)ril 
24,    1836,     He    is    the    son    of    John   and  Emily 


(Meech)  Raynor.  the  father  a  native  of  Oranege 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  of  the  town  of 
Ihutus,  where  our  subject  was  born. 

Our  subject's  jiarents  came  to  ^Michigan  when 
their  son  was  but  three  years  of  age,  and  they  lo- 
cated in  the  village  of  Mason,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  but  a  limited  chance  for  the  lad  to  obtain 
many  educational  advantages,  as  they  were  in 
such  financial  i)osition  that  he  had  to  work  on  the 
farm  at  the  time  when  he  should  have  been  in 
school.  He  had  a  great  desire  to  become  a  sur- 
veyor and  although  he  never  had  any  opportunity 
of  studying  the  science  of  surveying  in  school,  yet 
he  gave  what  time  he  could  to  the  study,  while  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  he  became  quite  an  expert 
at  the  business,  even  going'  so  far  as  to  construct 
some  of  his  leveling  instriunents.  He  was  rec- 
ognized in  the  neighborhood  in  which  iie  lived  as 
being  an  ingenious  young  man,  and  his  services 
were  frequently  in  reipiisition  as  a  surveyor.  He 
still  possesses  an  instrument  for  leveling  that  he 
himself  made,  that  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  in- 
strument made  at  the  present  time.  He  served 
faithfully  upon  his  father's  place  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  giving  his  time  to  the  very  day,  but 
immediately  after  began  to  do  for  himself. 

William  Henry  Rayner  began  to  w'ork  by  the 
mc)nth  or  d.ay,  or  any  other  way  in  wliicli  he  could 
earn  money,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  made  a 
position  for  himself  and  was  recognized  through- 
out the  township  as  a  pi'ogres.sive.  go-ahead  young 
man.  In  two  or  three  years  he  was  elected  Con- 
stable, in  which  capacity  he  served  for  eight  years 
and  lie  has  .served  as  (  ounty  Surveyor  some  twelve 
or  sixteen  years,  although  not  consecutively.  He 
lias  also  frequently  jierformed  the  duties  of  City 
Engineer. 

Our  subject  began  to  feel  himself  in  a  po.sition 
in  which  he  could  have  a  home  of  his  own, and  on 
September  6,  1866,  he  maile  Miss  Fr.ances  Robbins 
the  presiding  genius  over  his  domestic  affairs,  as 
well  as  the  custodian  of  his  best  affections,  his 
companion  and  helpmate.  She  was  born  in  Alai- 
edon  Township,  Ingham  County.  ^larcli  l.'i.  1><16. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  P.  and  L\(li:i  .M. 
(Wells)  Robbins.  Oiii'  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of   three   childieu:     Robbins    B.    Rayner, 
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born  December  4,  1873,  Rie  M..  born  May  13, 
1875,  and  William  V..  horn  .Tannarv  Ifi.  18«1. 
Our  sul)i('C't  i;;  a  believer  in  the  Bilile,  of  which  he 
hasalw.avs  been  an  arrlent  student,  Itelieving-  it  to 
be  the  Book  of  books,  and  from  a  literary  stand- 
point, without  parallel.  In  politie.-*  lie  is  a  Repub- 
lican, giving  his  vote  and  influence  to  that  party 
in  its  purity  of  principle.  Mr.  Rayner  owns  a 
good  home  in  Mason,  but  takes  great  delight  in 
his  farm  and  farm  life.  His  place  in  the  country 
bears  evidence  of  intelligent  and  skillful  manage- 
ment. He  has  on  his  place  a  little  log  cabin  to 
commemorate  log  cabin  campaign  times.  Mr.  Ray- 
ner has  on  his  place  a  fine  i)ark  and  grouiul--.  which 
is  tlie  onlv  park  in  the  villaafe. 


M.  N<)TnX(;HAM,  M.  1).  The  stand- 
ing of  a  right-minded  and  skillful  phys- 
ician in  an  intelligent  community  is  one 
of  great  honor  and  repute,  but  it  is  one 
which  must  be  attained  through  years  of  hard  labor 
and  conscientious  pursuit  of  the  work  which  came 
to  hand.  Xo  one,  more  than  a  physician,  knows 
how  true  it  is  that  a  man  who  wouhl  obtain  a  good 
standing  in  liis  profession  must  work  hard  and  di'- 
vote  him.self  unflinchingly  to  <luty  through  all  the 
years  of  his  career.  Xegligence  in  such  a  one  is 
criminal  and  is  justly  considered  unprofessional, 
while  the  devotion  of  his  best  knowledge  and  high- 
est powers  to  every  case  which  conies  to  his  hands 
is  only  liisduty.  Such  devotion  lias  hroiiiilit  |)i-. 
Xoltingham  to  the  foremost  lank  among  the  Home- 
opathic |)hysicians  of  Ingham  County,  and  has 
brought  to  him  the  largest  practice  of  any  phys- 
ician of  his  school,  and  Lansing  is  proud  to  claim 
him  as  one  of  her  prominent  citizens. 

Dr.  Nottingham,  who  is  the  ex-President  of  the 
Michigan  State  Medical  Society,  is  the  son  of 
James  Xottingham.  a  \'irginian.  and  the  grand- 
son of  an  Englishman  who  came  fiom  Nottingham- 
shire, England,  to  America,  where  he  located  in 
Virginia  for  a  short  time  before  removing  to  Dela- 
ware County,  Ind.,  where  be  died,  when  the  father 


of  our  subject  was  but  a  little  boy.  The  grand- 
father was  a  man  of  means  and  connected  with 
the  English  noliility,  yet  in  some  way  the  mother 
was  left  in  destitute  circumstances  at  his  death, 
and  was  obliged  to  struggle  hard  to  rear  her  fam- 
ily, who  lived  according  to  the  pioneer  ways  of 
that  d.ay  in  Indiana. 

When  the  father  of  our  subject  was  ten  years 
old  he  was  liound  to  a  shoemaker,  and  after  learn- 
ing that  trade  he  drifted  into  cabinet-making,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  under  the 
flrm  name  of  Nottingham  &  Kirby,  which  Arm  is 
still  carrying  on  business  at  JIuncie,  Lid.  James 
Xottingham  was  (me  of  the  first  settlers  at  Muncie, 
and  he  helped  to  clear  the  ground  where  the  Court 
House  now  stands.  He  was  successful  in  business, 
and  owned  some  farming  land  there,  wiiicli  he 
flnally  traded  for  a  farm  at  Jonesboro,  (iraiit 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  in    18!^(),  at  the  .age  of  seventy-six  year.s. 

Dining  tlic  late  war.  when  "copiierhead"  views 
wi'ic  rampant  in  Indiana.  .lames  Xottiiighain  was 
lalled  upon  lo  act  as  enrolling  (.)tHcer  in  (irant 
County.  As  there  was  then  a  very  strong  senti- 
ment against  the  draft  among  those  who  did  not 
sympathize  with  the  I'nion  cause,  there  were  ef- 
forts made  at  resistance  and  it  made  his  ottice  a 
ver\  dangerous  one.  They  threatened  to  liaiig 
••()ld  .lim"'  Nottingliani  and  Imiii  his  jiroperty. 

Tills  gentleman  was  a  prominent  man  in  many 
ways,  being  a  Trustee  of  the  township,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for 
fifty-four  years,  iind  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  that  order.  For 
fort\'  \ears  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Ei)iscoiial  Cluiicii  and  did  good  service,  both  as  a 
Class-]>eader  and  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  was  a  man  of  mark  in  the  Agricultural 
Society  and  as  a  sheep  owner,  as  he  raised  fine 
sheep  of  all  kinds.  His  good  wife,  who  bore  the 
name  in  maidenhood  of  Sarah  J.  Heal,  was  born 
near  MansHeld.  Ohio;  licr  lather  came  from 
Maine  and  became  an  early  settler  of  (  )|iio.  She 
now  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  .VII  but  one  of 
her  fourteen  children  are  now-  living. 

Three  brothers  of  our  subject  were  in  the  Civil 
War,  namely:  J.  C,  who  served  for  four  years  in 
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Eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  tlien  wotinded 
and  taken  prisoner,  liut  after  lieing  four  days  in  the 
hands  of  the  reliels  was  exchanged  just  before 
reaching  Libhy  Prison;  Owen  P.,  who  was  in  tlie 
Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry  for  aliout  three 
years,  and  John  M..  wlio  was  one  of  the  "Ninety- 
day  boys"  in  tlie  One  Hundred  and  'riiirty-fouith 
Indiana  Infantry. 

I).  M.  Nottingliani  was  one  of  tlie  younger 
members  of  his  father's  family  and  was  liorn  in 
Joneshoro,  (irant  County.  Ind.,  January  5,  18.55. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  when  twelve  years  old  was  sent 
to  Fairmount  Academy,  Ind.,  to  prepare  for  col- 
lege. AVlien  sixteen  he  entered  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  School,  at  Teri-e  Haute,  where  he  studied  for 
three  years,  spending  his  vacations  in  learning  the 
harness  trade  with  iiis  brother.  At  the  same 
age  he  began  teaching,  and  after  two  j'eai-s  in 
this  profession  in  Grant  County,  Ind.,  he  then, 
in  1876,  engaged  in  the  harness  business  in  Fair- 
mount,  Ind. 

It  was  in  that  city  that  ^Ir.  Nottingham  met 
and  married,  on  the  '28th  of  May,  1876,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Fairmount,  who  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Wesleyan  College,  at  Wheaton, 
111.,  and  who  had  been  teaching  for  two  3'ears  in 
Wabash  County,  Ind.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Baldwin,  who  founded  that  town  and 
laid  it  out  and  named  it  after  Fairmount  Park,  at 
Philadelphia,  that  lieautiful  tract  of  land  where 
our  Centennial  Exposition  was  held.  Jonathan 
Baldwin  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  a 
Quaker,  but  "married  out  of  meeting"  and  was  ex- 
pelled, as  the  church  required  its  members  to  marry 
in   the  chureli. 

Although  young  Nottingham  conlinued  .-ifter 
marriage  for  about  a  year  in  the  harness  liusiness, 
he  conld  n(jt  quell  his  earnest  desire,  which  he 
had  cherished  from  early  bovho(jd,  to  study  anat- 
omy and  chemistry  and  thus  fit  himself  for  a  med- 
ical career.  He  therefore  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  J.  C.  Nottingham,  now  of  Bay  City, 
and  in  18711  entered  llalinemann  Medical  College, 
at  Chicago,  taking  Ills  dii)h)ma  in  1881.  He  lirst  lo- 
cated at  Bronson,  Mich.,  and  lliere  continued  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  until  1881,  when  he  removed 


U)  Lansing.  During  the  seven  years  of  his  sojourn 
in  this  city  he  has  built  u])  a  splendid  practice, 
and  now  owns  a  fine  residence  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  Avenue  and  Lenawee  Streets,  which 
he  Iniilt  in   1889. 

The  two  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nottingham 
Diet  J.  and  Emma  L.  While  living  in  Bronson 
the  Doctor  was  President  of  the  School  Board  and 
resigned  that  position  upon  his  removal  to  Lan- 
sing. He  has  been  Supervisor  for  one  year  and 
for  two  years  was  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  AV^ard. 
He  is  prominentlj^  identified  witli  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
is  examining  physician  for  different  insurance 
companies.  He  is  the  Ex-President  of  the  State 
^ledical  Society  and  active  in  the  Republican  ranks. 
The  Congregational  Church  is  the  religious  body 
with  which  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nottingham  find  them- 
selves in  sympathy,  and  their  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  Lansing  is  exceptionally-  good. 


OSEPII  W.  BAKKER.  Everyone  has  a 
good  word  to  speak  for  the  veteran  grocer\- 
^,^1  ,  man  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County.  He  is 
^^g//  not  only  u|>  to  standard  in  his  weights  and 
measures  liut  also  in  good  fellowship,  being  genial, 
intelligent  and  well  informed.  He  is  the  oldest 
grocery  dealer  here  and  his  faith  in  the  capital 
city  and  its  desiral)ilily  as  a  business  location  has 
lieen  rewarded,  for  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  a 
very  comfortalile  fortune  wliich  he  has  amassed  in 
his  legitimate  business.  He  deals  exclusively  in 
the  articles  that  are  used  in  the  household,  table 
staples  and  luxuries. 

Our  suliject  came  to  Michigan  in  1844  and  lo- 
cated in  Oneida  Townshi)),  Eaton  County.  Four 
years  later,  in  June,  1818.  he  came  to  Lansing  and 
lias  since  made  this  his  home,  catering  to  the  a|ipe- 
tites  of  epicures  in  all  sorts  (rf  tempting  delicacies. 
He  was  l)orn  in  Byron,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
November  7,    182'J,      He   is  a  son    of   Augustus 
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Barker  who  was  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
Our  subject's  paternal  graiirlfather  was  Joseph 
Barker,  born  in  Oneida  County  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  farmer.  He,  however,  located  m  Genesee 
County  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Byron  Town- 
ship. The  father  of  our  subject  served  in  the  AVar 
of  1812,  in  which  he  was  a  musician  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army.  He  was  at  Buffalo  when  it  was 
burned.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  County,  in 
1845.  He  bought  an  improved  farm  there,  l)ut 
two  years  later  while  on  a  visit  to  New  York  foi' 
his  health  he  died  in  his  native  county.  He  was  a 
strong  anti-slaver}^  man  and  also  an  ardent  temp- 
erance advocate.  Throughout  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Free-Will  Bap- 
tist Cliurch. 

Mr.  Barker's  mother  was  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage a  Miss  Polly  Eastman.  Slie.  like  lier  lius- 
band,  was  a  native  of  Genesee  C(iunt\-,  N.  Y.,  and 
a  daughter  of  Hiram  Eastman,  a  farmer  at  that 
place.  He  died  near  Lcmdon.  Canada.  ()ui-  suh- 
ject's  mother  brought  into  Ihe  world  live  children, 
of  whom  he  of  wliom  we  write  was  llie  youngest  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  in  New  York  State 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  and  in  the  fall  of 
1845  they  came  West,  bringing  their  liou.sehold 
goods  by  team  and  wagon.  He  liad  shi])ped  to 
(iraiid  Hapids  and  intended  to  locate  llieic.  Iml 
stopped  at  the  home  of  an  aunt,  who  induced  llicni 
to  stay  in  Eaton.  Tlii'  journey  liithei  occupied 
three  weeks  and  wlien  they  reached  its  t'ud  the 
country  was  indeed  wild  enough.  Theie  were 
unbroken  forests  that  .seemed  almost  im|ienetrable. 
with  their  closely-growing  trunks  of  huge  trees  and 
tliick  tangled  underbrush  thidugh  which  only  the 
wild  animals  of  tin'  forests  could  foivc  a  pas.-^age. 
There  were  plenty  of  wohes  and  i)leiity  of  Indians 
and  our  subject  became  familiar  with  several  of 
the  noted  chiefs.  He  attended  school  .at  the  log 
schoolhouse  in  the  district.  The  seats  that  they 
occupied  were  only  slabs  with  pegs  in  the  ends  for 
legs.  The  books  and  other  school  appliance,*  were 
\aried  and  crude. 

In  1H48  the  original  of  (uir  sketch  came  tt^)  Lan- 
sing and  began  to  work  at  tlie  mason's  ti'adc  under 
John  N.  Bush,     He  remained  with  him  for  three 


years  and  then  continued  the  same  work  with  Mr. 
Alcott  as  a  partner,  then  went  back  to  Mr.  Bush, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  work  alone  and  then 
the  firm  became  that  of  Bush  A  Alcott.  He  work- 
ed on  the  old  offices  of  the  capitol  and  if  there  is 
a  good  foundation  to  the  legislative  halls  that  will 
preserve  the  old  building  from  rocking  in  times  of 
trouble  it  will  no  doul)t  be  due  to  the  careful  and 
con.scientious  workmanship  of  our  subject.  In 
1871,  Mr.  Barker  left  the  mason's  business  and 
entered  the  furnitiue  business  in  North  Lansing, 
which  was  run  under  the  tirm  name  of  Barker  A' 
Wilbur.  In  1873  he  sold  out  his  interest  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Daniel  Parker  in  the 
grocery  business.  They  started  their  business  in 
the  opera  house  block  and  the  firm  continued 
together  under  the  name  of  Barker  6i  Parker  until 
tlu'  former  was  stricken  witli  writer's  paral\sis.  S]x 
months  later  he  was  so  much  better  that  the  lirni 
bought  out  the  Bunn  i^:  .lohn  grocery  adjoining 
the  post-otlice.  There  they  continued  for  one 
\ear.  in  the  meantime  erecting  a  fine  douhlc  luick 
store  of  their  own.  This  oui-  subject  is  now  the 
owner  of,  and  they  continued  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness here  until  Mr.  Parker  died,  February  1(5,  1«8;). 
He  had  purchased  the  stock  one  month  previous  to 
his  decease.  This  grocery  house  is  the  one  that 
has  been  longest  established  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Uaiker  owns  a  tine  residence  on  Ca|iilol 
A\enue  and  .Saginaw  Street;  he  is  also  the  owner 
<if  other  property  that  is  very  valuable.  l\\>  niar- 
liage  took  place  in  this  city  in  1854.  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Klsie  Maiden,  a  nafi\e  of  Itica.  \.  '\'.. 
who  came  to  \Vayue  County.  .Mich.,  with  he|- 
parents  when  three  years  of  .age,  thence  all  came  to 
the  city  <if  L.'insiiio  ill  \Xi7.  This  marriage  has 
lieen  blest  li\  the  ;iil\cnt  of  tliree  children  wlio;iie 
Ai'lhur  A..  Ina  I..  an<l  William  II.  Tlie  eldest  was 
born  in  Youngstown.  Niagara  County,  X.  Y.;  Ina  L. 
is  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Cameron,  of  Lansing;  William  H. 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army  April  30,  1889,  when 
twent}--five  3'ears  old.  He  belongs  to  Company 
E.,  of  the  Fifth  United  States  .\rtillery.  and  is 
stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River. 
The  eldest  son  also  served  five  years  in  the  regular 
army. 

Our  subject   has  been   an  Alderman    from    the 
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Foiii'tli  W.-ird  fur  Iwo  years  and  Supcrvi?-!!!-  nnc 
Vt'ni'.  For  two  \ear>  ho  was  a  iiicinln'r  ot  the 
School  ISoai-'l  and  wliih'  thii.-  in  otlice  ilid  cIlicKMil 
work.  Soriall\'  he  licloni>s  to  (_'a|)i1<il  Lodge. 
Xo.  (W;  F.  it  .\.  M..  and  was  Master  of  his 
lodge  duriiiu'  tlu-  war.  lli'  lielongs  to  the  Royal 
.Vreanum  and  in  liis  ehnich  relations  is  a  niembei- 
of  the  Free-Will  liaptist  denomination  and  has 
held  various  positions  in  this  body.  lie  was  on 
the  liuilding  eomniittce  as  Chairman  and  is  and 
has  for  years  been  a  Deacon  in  theciinrch.  He  has 
for  many  _vears  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
dav-school  and  is  a  strons  Prohibitionist. 


H  -^  F:NRY  II.  DARBY.  .AI.  D.     Of  tlie  younger 

Jl  foHowers  of  EsciUapius    practicing   in    the 

'.^    city  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  none  are 

''^^)  more  progressive  in  their  professional  ideas 
and  tendencies  tlian  our  subject.  The  tendency 
of  the  time  in  professional  circles  is  a  dissatisfaction 
with  one's  acquirements  and  a  feverish  anxiet\' 
to  rend  the  veil  of  future  discoveries  and  niyen- 
tions,  taking  to  one's  self  all  the  advantages  that 
may  be  utilized.  On  the  whole  the  writer  believes 
this  to  be  a  wholesome  condition  of  affairs.  Dr. 
Darby  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  being  ambitious 
to  stand  at  the  head  of  his  jirofession.  He  unites 
to  his  medical  practice  a  knowledge  of  surgery. 
He  is  located  at  North  Lansing  and  there  has  a 
very    remunerative  practice. 

Tiie  Prairie  State  was  the  scene  of  the  nativity 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he  having  been  born 
in  the  vdlage  of  Pans,  Hunter  Townshii),  F>dgar 
County,  the  \'ear  previous  to  the  tiring  of  the  first 
gun  at  Sumter.  His  natal  day  occurred  Ajjril  K, 
1H()(I.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  lienjamin  F.  Darby, 
wdio  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  AV.  A'a.,  where 
our  subject's  grandfather  was  a  farmer.  The  old 
gentleman  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Nebraska 
and  there  died.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority 
our  subject's  father  came  to  Illinois.  He  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon  and  located  in  Hunter 
Town.ship.  Edgar  Count}-,  where  he  is  still  one   of 


the  most  prominent  and  skilled  practitioners  of 
the  h)cality.  He  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  church, 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  persuasion. 
His  wife  was  jirior  to  their  marriage,  ili.ss  Susan 
Kerns,  like  himself  a  native  of  West  A'irginia.  She 
liassed  away  from  this  life  in  Ilunti-r  Township 
and  was  there  laid  away  with  the  greatest  tender- 
ness and  iesj)eet,  for  she  was  much  beloved  by 
friends  and  neighliors,  being  an  estimable  woman 
of  striking  (pialities.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
children.  Only  four  of  these,  however,  are  now 
living,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 

Dr.  Darby  was  reared  in  his  native  jjlaceand  from 
1877  to  1879  he  was  an  attendant  at  Prof.  Hurty's 
Academy,  foinierly  known  as  F^dgar  Collegiate  In- 
stitute at  Paris  and  then  went  to  Valparaiso.  Ind., 
where  he  was  a  student  for  one  .year,  after  which  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  reading  under  his 
father's  direction  until  1881.  Pearly  influences 
and  surnjundiugs  had  their  eflfeet  upon  our  subject, 
for  he  was  in  a  manner  prepared  for  his  work 
before  lie  began  it,  and  when  he  entered  college 
was  enabled  to  accomplish  three  years'  work  in  two 
years.  In  1881  he  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  w.as  grad- 
uated in  1883  and  thus  was  entitled  to  add  the 
initials  M.  I),  to  his  name.  After  graduating  he 
at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  part- 
nership with  his  father  in  Hunter  Township  and 
continued  to  be  thus  associated  and  engaged  until 
18H(;. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  our  subject  came 
to  Jlichigan  and  located  in  jVIorrice,  Shiawassee 
County.  There  he  built  up  a  good  pr.actice  and 
stood  high  in  tlie  estimation  of  the  people  of  the 
community,  remaining  with  them  until  1890.  De- 
siring a  liroader  field,  not  only  for  practice,  but 
for  self  progress,  he  at  that  time  removed  to  North 
Lansing  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  his  [jrofes- 
sion  at  his  present  locality.  He  is  a  prominent 
young  physician  and  already  has  a  good  patronage. 
In  college  he  was  an  indefatigable  student  and 
every  spare  moment  outside  of  his  regular  course 
was  given  to  special  studies.  He  has  made  the  dis- 
eases of  women  and  children  a  specialty  and  is 
particidarly  suceessfid  in  that  branch  of  treatment. 
In  surgery  he  is  conversant  with  the  latest    and 
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most  approved  methods,  having  a  perfect  equip- 
ment in  the  way  of  instruments  for  any  operation. 
Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  in  this  city 
December  15,  1886,  at  which  time  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Mai'garet  Cameron,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  A. 
Cameron,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  .She  was  born 
in  Lansing,  and  was  here  educated.  One  child 
has  been  born  of  this  union,  a  daughter,  whose 
name  is  S.  Beatrice.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Liberal  in  religious 
matters  himself,  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 
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OSEPH  W.  COLLIN.S  is  a  general  farmer  own- 
ing and  occupying  a  fine  estate  of  two  hun- 
^^,  dred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  located  vn  sec- 
^{^^  tion  3,5,  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County. 
Mr.  Collins  was  born  in  the  township  of  Rose.Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  .September  16,  1818.  His  father, 
Moses  F.  Collins,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
the  same  county  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary 
Wade;  she  also  was  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Collins  made  his  liome  with  his  parents  at 
Rose  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  helping 
with  the  farm  work  and  during  the  winters  attend- 
ing the  district  school. 

When  in  his  eighteenth  year  our  subject's  family 
moved  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw 
County  at  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  Ann  Ar- 
bor. Mr.  Collins  entered  the  academy  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  took  the  (preparatory  course  for  the  Uni- 
versity, which  lie  entered  with  the  second  class  that 
was  formed  aftertlje  organization  of  the  University. 
After  taking  a  limited  course  of  study  our  subject 
began  teaching.  His  work  in  this  respect  was 
marked  with  success.  He  continued  teaching  for 
several  terms  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Collins  was  early  converted  to  Christianity 
and  was  a  diligent  student  of  the  Scripture.*.  So 
devoted  had  he  lieen  to  the  study  of  the  Word  of 
God  that  he  was  licensed  to  preach  at  the  .age  of 
twenty-five,    and  became   a    Wesleyan    Methodist 


minister.  He  followed  the  calling  of  a  preacher 
for  eight  vears  consecutively,  but  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  work  more  or  less  regularl3'  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  very  happily  mar- 
ried when  in  his  twenty-seventh  year  to  Miss  Lucy 
Ann  Raymond,  who  at  that  time  was  twenty-three 
ye^rs  of  age.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in  1835. 
Of  this  union  two  children  were  born — Florence 
who  died  when  she  was  three  years  of  age,  and 
Kvangeliiie,  )>orn  in  the  year  of  1850.  married  Albert 
Felton.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — Ray 
who  is  seventeen  years  of  age;  Alfred,  thirteen; 
Floyd,  ten;  and  Winnie  three  years  old  (1891), 
Mr,  Felton's  family  are  residents  of  Alaiedon  Towu- 
slii]),  Ingham  County, 

Mr,  Collins  moved  to  Lansing  in  1850  and  owned 
a  farm  of  sixty  acres  within  wliat  is  now  the  city 
limits.  The  farm  was  situated  where  the  school  for 
the  blind  now  stands,  our  subject  having  donated 
the  land  now  t)ccupied  by  the  school  for  that  pur- 
pose. His  first  wife  died  October  19,  1855  and  he 
was  again  married  to  Laura  (alines,  February  7, 
1867,  They  moved  on  a  farm  near  Alaiedon  where 
they  remained  for  five  years.  He  then  purchased 
the  farm  whereon  he  now  resides.  Ten  children 
have  been  the  result  of  this  marriage;  four  died  in 
infancy,  Florence  Collins,  born  in  1861,  is  the 
wife  of  A,  Black  of  Delhi;  they  have  one  daughter, 
a  child  two  years  old,  Arthur,  who  was  born  in 
1863  is  a  school  teacher  and  telegraph  operator,  now 
living  at  Plymouth  where  he  is  in  charge  of  the 
telegraph  station  at  that  place.  He  married  Mary 
Foote  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — Clifford 
and  Zoah — four  and  two  years  old  respectively. 
Ernest  J.  born  in  1868  married  JMiss  Edna  Darrah 
and  lives  in  Lansing  Township;  their  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  advent  of  one  child  still  a  babe,  .ludson 
D.,  who  was  l)orn  in  1871;  Franklin  X.,  in  187G; 
and  Alice,  who  was  l)orn  in  1878,  are  still  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Collins  is  a  Rejniblican.  During 
the  war  he  was  a  strong  Abolitionist.  As  a  mini- 
ster of  the  Gospel  he  was  blest  with  a  great  degree 
of  success  in  bringing  souls  to  their  ^Master  and  was 
never  happier  than  while  engaged  in  ministerial  • 
work.  An  intelligent  and  well-informed  man 
reading  all  tliat  comes  within  reach  that  bears  upon 
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the  question.-  of  the  da\ .  In-  is  inteiesteil  in  the 
proiTiess  MHil  ;ulv:ineenu»nt  nt  tlie  limes.  He  is 
well  .■uul  faxuiably  known  throughout  Ingham 
County  as  Ijeing  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrit\- 
and  honor. 


m 


ll/AMKS  WATKUM.VN  HOPKINS.  The  gen- 
tleman of  whom  we  shall  attempt  to  give  a 
biographieal  sketch  in  outline,  was  born  in 
Argyle.  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
14,  184(t.  He  has  naturally  an  executive  ability 
that  has  pushed  him  to  the  front  so  that  he  is  well 
known  wherever  he  happens  to  lie.  In  the  words 
of  a  breezy  account  given  of  the  gentleman  in  one 
of  the  Lansing  papers,  not  to  know  ".lim"'  is  up- 
popular.  He  is  the  (rrand  Keeper  of  Records  and 
.Seals  of  the  Knights  of  Pythi;is.  of  Michigan. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  Dr.  Freeman 
Hopkins,  who  was  born  in  Argyle,  Washington 
County.  X.  Y.  His  paternal  grandfather.  .lames 
Hopkins,  who  was  a  native  of  Uhode  Island,  was  a 
lilacksmith  by  trade.  .\t  an  early  day  he  removed 
to  Washington  County.  >>".  Y..  and  theie  located 
on  a  farm  of  live  hundred  and  sixty-live  aeies  that 
is  still  in  possession  of  the  Ho])kins  family.  Later 
he  removed  to  Wayne  County.  X.  Y.,  where  he 
w.as  a  pioneer  in  the  township  of  Sodus.  He  es- 
talilished  the  fashion  there  for  gentlemen  of  wear- 
ing a  shawl,  by  wearing  a  checked  blanket  over 
his  shoulders  on  one  of  his  trips  fiom  Wayne  to 
Washington  County.  Interestingly  original,  he 
was  amiable  and  companionable  and  liked  by  all 
the  early  .settlers  in  the  portion  of  the  county  where 
he  lived.  He  graduated  at  Fairfield,  X'.  Y.,  in 
1831,  and  later  took  his  degree  as  physician  from 
a  Xew  York  Medical  College.  Soon  after  he  came 
to  jMichigan  where  he  remained  a  short  time  at 
Albion  and  Kalamazoo,  but  he  returned  to  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  and  later  to  Wayne  County. 
All  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

In  184.5  our  subject's  father  came  again  to  Mich- 
igan and  after  a  short  stav  at  Albion  he  located  at 


Kalamazoo  and  there  practiced  medicine  until  the 
fall  of  the  year  of  1866.  At  this  time  he  re- 
moved to  Otsego,  and  there  his  death  occurred 
.July  31,  1873.  He  was  deeply  mourned  by  many 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Throughout  life  he 
was  a  strong  adlierent  of  the  Republican  party. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  .\deline  M.  Potter  in  her 
maiden  da\s.  She  is  a  native  of  Argyle,  Washing- 
ton County,  X.  Y.,  being  there  liorn  November 
21),  1801).  She  is  a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Mary 
(Waterman)  Potter,  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Later 
her  father  became  a  farmer  in  Washington  County, 
X.  Y.  Mrs.  Ho[ikin's  paternal  grandfather  was 
.Sand  Potter,  who  was  a  native  of  Danliurv,  Conn. 
Her  great-grandfather  was  Thomas  Potter,  also 
born  at  Danbury.  Conn.,  and  her  great-great-grand- 
father was  Daniel  Potter,  born  at  X'ew  Haven,  Conn. 
He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Nathaniel  Potter,  who  was 
born  in  X'ew  Haven.  Conn.,  and  Nathaniel's  father 
was  \^'illiam  Potter,  whi)  came  from  England  to 
this  country  about  the  year  173.5  in  company  with 
his  brother  .John.  Together  they  .sailed  from  Liui- 
don  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Abigail."  On  landing 
in  tills  country  they  settled  at  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  there  were  the  first  settlers  in  America  of  this 
branch  of  the  Potter  family.  Our  subject's  mother 
still  resides  in  Argyle,  N.  Y.  .She  is  a  woman  of 
striking  personality  and  is  foremost  in  every  good 
and  |H'ogressive  work  that  is  undertaken  at  her 
home.     She  is  a  Baptist  in   her  church  preference. 

When  Mr.  Ilojikins  was  only  tive  years  of  age 
he  removed  with  his  parents  from  the  countj' 
of  his  Ini'th  over  to  \\'ayne  County,  same  State, 
and  there  he  remained  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  with,  the  whole  fam- 
ily came  to  Ivalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  that  city  he  has 
called  his  home  until  moving  to  Lansing.  The 
rudiments  of  his  education  were  acquired  in  the 
district  school  of  his  native  place,  after  which  he 
graduated  at  the  K.alamazoo  College.  He  then 
went  to  Union  College  of  .Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and 
graduated  in  the  Cla.ss  of  '61,  taking  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  in  the  classical  coiu-.se.  He  took  his  degree 
of  A.  M.  at  the  same  college  in  1864. 

^^'ith  his  sheepskin  under  his  arm  our  subject 
came  from  college  to  .ludge  CTiddiiigs'  law  office  in 
Kalamazoo  and  tried  to  master  the  abstruseness  of 
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Hhickstoiie.  Di'cidini;-  that  his  atfection  for  legal 
lore  was  not  so  great,  that  he  uould  spend  his  life 
over  niiistv  law  books,  he  drifted  into  journalism 
and  took  a  reportorial  jjosition  on  the  Kalamazoo 
Daily  Telcgrajjh  where  he  remained  three  years. 
During  tiiat  time  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  town- 
ship which  at  that  time  included  the  city,  lie 
held  that  office  until  186(3  and  so  well  did  he  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  office  that  his  constituents 
decided  that  he  was  lifted  for  a  more  exalted  po- 
sition, and  in  accordance  with  this  decision  they 
made  him  Clerk  of  the  county,  which  office  he  held 
until  1873  and  in  April  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  This  office  he  held  for  four 
years.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  village  Clerk 
and  Water  Commissioner  of  Kalamazoo  and  con- 
tinued in  this  office  until  1883,  at  which  time  many 
of  his  friends  concluded  that  such  ability  as  his 
would  develop  better  in  the  service  of  the  State 
at  large  and  so  secured  his  appointment  in  the 
Secretary  of  State's  otiiee  at  Lansing,  and  this  pos- 
ition he  continued  to  (ill  \nitil  Decemlier  3,  18',((), 
when  the  change  in  local  government  occurred 
and  he  was  put  upon  the  retired  list. 

March  21,  1871,  .Mr.  .lames  AV.  Hopkins  was  j 
married  to  Miss  Cora  L.  Eaton,  daughter  of  the 
late  Col.  Willard  G.  Katon,  late  of  the  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantr\-.  Mrs.  lloi)kins  is  a  native  of 
Otsego,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  and  w.as  educated 
at  Kalamazoo  College,  that  State.  Col.  Eaton. 
was  killed  during  the  late  war  at  the  liattle  of 
Bcntonville,  S.  C.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
the  proud  parents  of  two  interesting  children  who  1 
are  just  now  verging  upon  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. The  daughter,  Bessie  Lee  Hopkins,  is  a 
graduate  at  the  ^Iichigan  Eemale  Seminary  at  Kal- 
amazoo. vShe  is  a  very  lovely  and  attractive  young  [ 
woman  and  has  inherited  from  both  parents  the 
best  intellectual  qualities  as  well  as  a  pleasing  and 
agreeable  temperament.  Willard  E.,  the  son,  is  a 
student  at  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing, 
and  his  friends  will  be  greatly  disaiipointed  if  he 
does  not  fulfill  tlieir  high  expectations  for  him  for 
a  brilliant  future. 

Our  subject's  present  oflicial  position  occujiies 
all  his  time.  He  travels  a  great  deal  in  the  interest 
of  the  society.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Capital  Lodge, 


S.  ( »..  Xo.  (it),  of  Lansing  ami  is  Past  Master;  he 
also  belongs  to  the  Kalamazoo  Chapter  No.  13,  R. 
A.  M.  and  Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  28,  at 
Kalamazoo.  He  became  a  Mason  of  the  Thirty- 
•second  Degree  October  30,  1866,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Northern  jurisdiction  in  the  valley  of  Grand 
Rapids.  Eor  many^earshe  has  been  t)nthe  stand- 
ing committee  of  returns  of  Subordinate  Chapter 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Lansing.  Mr.  Hopkins  has  attended 
the  Supreme  Lodge  sessions  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  also  at  Milwaukee,  and  has  thereby  gained  an 
extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the  Supreme 
jurisdiction.  At  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  IMicbigan,  held  at  Grand  Rapids,  our  sub- 
ject's duties  were  extended  and  he  was  made  an 
Inspector  of  Lodges,  or  ratiier  a  Grand  Lecturer 
and  his  friends  anticipate  that  under  this  new  or- 
der of  affairs  the  Itidges  of  Michigan  will  be  greatly 
stimulated  and  spring  forward  into  new  .activity. 
Aside  from  being  an  active  Pythian  Mr.  Hopkins 
ranks  high  in  the  Masonic  order.  In  his  political 
l)iel'ercnce  he  is  strongly  Republican,  indeed,  so 
radical  is  he  that  his  party  consider  him  one  of  the 
safest  delegates  that  they  can  send  to  county  and 
State  conventions.  Our  subject  has  sustained  a 
severe  blow  in  his  domestic  relations  by  the  loss  of 
his  wife  wlio  died  August  6,  1880.  She  was  a 
most  estimalile  woman  and  a  (jerfect  lady. 


'^^l-RS.    CARRIE    LANGENBACHER.       The 
lady  of  wliom  we  write  is  intelligently  and 


successfully  supervising  the  estate  which 
was  left  to  her  by  her  husband,  and  is 
accumulating  year  liy  year  more  i)roperty  and  mak- 
ing her.self  more  fully  felt  as  a  prosperous  property 
holder. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  the  Pearl  Mills  at 
North  Lansing  which  .she  rents  to  the  North  Lan- 
sing Milling  Company.  She  is  also  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  People's  Savings  Bank  and  also  a 
stockholder  of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Lansing. 
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She  was  born  at  Aun  Arbor  May  21.  1861,  her 
honored  parents  being  Christian  and  Barbara 
(Gauss)  Breiseh,  of  whom  our  readers  may  learn 
more  in  the  sketch  of  Christian  Breiseh,  whieli  is 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 

Tlie  early  childhood  of  Carrie  Breiseh  was  spent 
in  Ann  Arbor  and  when  she  was  four  years  old 
she  removed  to  tliis  city  and  here  received  her  edu- 
cation. She  was  married  to  Mr.  Andrew  Langen- 
bacher,  who  was  born  in  Liverpool,  Ohio,  the  date 
of  their  wedding  being  January  20,  1884.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Langenbacher  also  bore  the  name 
of  Andrew  and  he  had  his  nativity  across  the  sea 
in  .the  German's  Fatherland.  He  came  to  America 
many  vears  ago  and  locating  at  Liverpool,  Ohio, 
began  a  mercantile  life  tliere.  It  was  about  the 
year  187G  when  lie  removed  West,  and  locating  in 
North  Lansing,  engaged  in  general  merchandising. 
In  this  line  of  business  lie  tontinued  until  he  liouglit 
tlie  old  mills  at  North  Lansing  from  Mr.  Rauser, 
and  removing  tliem  to  a  different  site  rebuilt  them 
and  engaged  iu  the  milling  business,  putting  in 
the  new  process  roller  machinery.  lie  lost  his 
wife  and  was  married  a  second  time  to  Miss  Anna 
Louisa  (iraf  and  his  third  marriage  united  him 
with  Mrs.  Breiseh,  who  since  his  death  in  January, 
1885,  has  resided  witli  ^Irs.  Langenbacher. 

The  husband  of  our  subject  was  born  July  7, 
1860,  and  liad  his  early  education  and  training  in 
Liverpool,  Ohio.  After  coming  to  Michigan  he 
had  the  advantages  for  two  years  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College,  after  which  he  attended  Bartlett's 
Business  College  and  then  took  charge  of  the  Pearl 
Mills  at  North  Lansing.  He  worked  his  way  up 
and  in  1884  had  liecome  the  proprietor  of  the  mill 
and  engaged  in  the  business  independently.  Up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Septem- 
ber ,'),  1886,  he  was  considered  the  principal  miller 
in  Lansing.  For  a  man  of  his  time  of  life  he  was 
very  prominent  and  remarkably  popular  and  had 
already  achieved  linancial  success  in  his  liusiness. 
He  belonged  to  the  Hoyal  Arcanum  and  in  his 
liolitical  views  and  vote  was  in  alliance  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

Tlie  widow  of  this  prosperous  gentleman  took 
charge  herself  of  his  business  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  and  operated   the   mills   for  the   first  year. 


since  which  she  has  put  in  the  hands  of  others. 
She  first  rented  it  to  her  brother.  Christian  Breiseh, 
and  since  then  to  the  North  Lansing  Milling  Com- 
pany. In  1888  she  erected  the  pleasant  home  in 
which  she  resides  on  Capital  Avenue,  and  there 
she  and  the  two  children,  Andrew  and  Edith, form 
a  harmonious  and  beautiful  household.  She  is  a 
lady  of  unusual  refinement  in  taste  and  feeling 
and  is  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and 
occupies  a  position  of  influence  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  Lansing. 
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^»'AMES  WESLEY  HINCHEY.  On  the  op- 
posite page  is  presented  a  portrait  of  this 
gentleman,  who  [lassed  from  earth  on  Sep- 
tember 9, 1891.  Aftera  broad  experience  in 
the  line  which  has  been  made  illustrious  by  Phineas 
T.  Barnum,  he  decided  some  years  ago  to  settle  in 
Lansing  and  devote  himself  to  more  quiet  avoca- 
tions. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  w.as  engaged  in 
the  business  of  real  estate,  both  in  the  city  and  in 
lands  outside,  and  was  proprietor  of  the  Franklin 
House  of  North  Lansing.  He  also  owned  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  three  acres  in  Woodliull  Town- 
ship, Shiawassee  County,  and  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  acres  in  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County,  as  well  as  property  in  Piuckney  and 
Brighton.  He  filled  the  office  of  Alderm.an  of  the 
First  Ward  and  was  a  man  of  abundant  means, 
having  properties  to  the  amount  of  some  #80,000 
or  8100,000. 

Mr.  Hinehey  wa.s  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
temlier  10,  1824,  u|ion  the  day  of  Perry's  victory. 
His  father,  Samuel  Hinehey,  was  born  at  Ft.  Ed- 
ward on  Lake  Champlain,  in  Washington  County, 
and  the  grandfather  took  jiart  in  the  Revolution- 
ar}-  War.  The  father  purchased  a  farm  in  Monroe 
County  in  the  early  days  from  Esq.  Hawley,  who 
laid  out  the  Erie  Canal.  He  became  a  successful 
farmer  and  a  man  of  influence  and  died  in  Buffalo 
after  reaching  the  age  of  four-score  years. 

Lucy  King  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject.     She  was   the  daughter  of  William 
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Iviiia  and  was;  born  in  Peniisiylvania  on  the  Sus- 
(|iieliaun:i  Hivt'r.  Her  fatlior  was  an  Lnglishnian 
li\  liirtli.  anil  afU'i-  faiminu  in  l^ennsylvania  lie 
Ixcanu'  an  early  settle!  in  .Monroe  County.  N.  Y.. 
wlieie  he  had  a  lari^e  farm  adjoining  Rochester.  He 
also  had  been  a  scildier  in  the  Revolutionary  Wai-. 
His  daughter.  Mrs.  Hinehe\,  died  in  Miehigan. 
where  she  was  tlien  living  witli  her  son  in  Living- 
sl(in  Count  \-.  Of  her  five  children  he  is  the  young- 
est, and  was  leajed  upon  a  farm  anil  went  toschool 
in  a  log  school Iniuse. 

In  18.'i7.  when  IMi-.  Hinchey  came  to  .Michigan. 
the  family  accompanied  him.  tiaveling  by  the 
|>acket  '"Red  Bird"  to  Detrt)it.  then  to  Yj^silauti 
by  rail,  whence  they  teamed  it  to  Scio.  Washtenaw 
County.  In  l^t.'iit,  the  mother  bought  a  farm  in 
Pickney  Township.  Livingston  County,  and  he 
helped  to  improve  and  cultivate  it  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  I'emoved  to 
Dexter  Township,  where  he  opened  a  general  .store 
at  Hudson;  he  also  operated  a  cooper  sho]j.  employ- 
ing eight  hands  and  su|iplying  with  liarrels  the 
Hudson  Mills.  After  selling  this  pi-opcrty  he 
started  in  the  show  business,  which  lie  followed 
until  1«7.").  The  exhibition  was  ela.ssed  under 
necromancy  and  ventril<K|insm  aud  he  exhibited 
in  both  halls  and  tents.  He  f(^llowed  this  businos 
in  various  lines  foi'  a  number  of  years,  during 
which  time  he  made  a  fortune,  much  of  which  he 
has  given  away.  He  was  always  generous  in  giv- 
ing benefits  to  worthy  objects  and  when  the  citi- 
zens of  Pinckney  wished  to  erect  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, he  gave  the  land  and  nearly  oiu'-half  of  tlie 
subscription. 

Thro\igliout  the  years  when  he  was  in  the  show 
l)usiness,  Mr.  Hinchey  made  his  headquarters  and 
home  in  Pinckney;  there  he  laid  out  some  si\ty 
acres  of  land  which  he  disjiosed  of  by  sale  and 
gift.  This  land  is  known  as  .1.  W.  Hinchey 's  Kirst 
and  Second  Additions  to  Pinckney.  He  buiit  up 
that  town  to  a  considerable  extent  and  donated  to 
the  village  what  is  known  as  Austin  Park.  In  that 
town  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  foi-  twelve  years 
and  built  the  (ilobe  Hotel  at  an  expense  of  f  1"2,- 
(100  during  the  days  of  the  war.  He  traveled  all 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  had  a  very 
wide  acc[uaintance  with  all  parts  of  oiu'  country. 


Besides  projierty  in  Pinckney.  Mr.  Hinchey 
owned  five  hundred  acic^  adjoining,  which  lie  car- 
I'ied  on  as  a  farm.  In  [«()(!  he  began  buying  prop- 
erty in  Lansing,  where,  in  l«7.")  he  located  and 
established  a  real-estate  ottice.  making  his  home  at 
the  Franklin  House,  of  which  he  was  the  manager. 
He  liuiit  three  >torcs  on  Washington  Avenue,  and 
a  tine  store  in  Xoith  Lansing.  Besides  the  Fr.ank- 
lin  Hou.se  he  owned  otlici-  pi'op(,'rty  anil  a  n\imbei' 
of  lots  in  the  city.  He  was  .1  Hue  diiver  .and  ;i 
lover  of  horses,  and  when  he  was  in  the  liusiness 
of  ventrdoqinsm  he  was  said  lo  c.kccI  any  other 
j  man  m  that  cvu'ious  art.  lie  had  tenants  upon  all 
of  his  farms,  which  arc  lincly  improved. 

Mi.ss  Cordelia  .1.  .Austin,  who  was  liorn  in  .\lun- 
day.  N.  \  ..  became  the  wife  of  .Mr.  Hiiu'hey  in  Vp- 
silanti.  but  her  wedded  life  was  short,  as  she  died 
in  IsTCi.  .It  Lansing.  The  second  marriage  of  ^Ir. 
Hinchey  took  place  in  in  Si)ringport.  .lacksou 
County.  May  .'i.  I87SI.  when'  he  was  married  to 
Mi.ss  Mary  Kleine.  who  was  born  in  Westphalia. 
Clinton  County,  this  State.  Her  father,  (^uerin 
iCIcine.  w,Ms  born  in  (ieiinany  and  came  to  America 
when  :i  boy  of  tweh'e.  locating  with  his  parents  in 
Westphalia,  where  he  was  eng.iged  in  farming.  He 
is  now  residing  in  Woodhull  on  one  of  the  farms  be- 
longing to  the  estate  of  oiu' subject.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  i>  N'ictoria  Ackemau.  was  born  in  ( iei- 
niau\  and  nut  her  husband  after  coining  to  Clinton 
County.  .She  is  a  Catholic  in  her  religious  belief. 
( )f  her  eight  children.  Mr.s.  Hinchey  is  next  to  the 
oldest  and  was  born  in   \x.i>^. 

Three  children  liave  blessed  the  home  of  our 
.subject — Johh  ().,  Coidelia  and  .1.  Wesley.  For 
about  twelve  years  Mr.  Hinchey  was  Alderman  anil 
for  two  years  served  as  President  pro  tein  of  tlie 
Board.  For  six  years  lie  w;is  .Supervisor  of  thi' 
First  Ward  and  was  .'dways  phiced  ii|)ou  iniport.'Uit 
committee^.  Iieing  on  the  W.aler  Comniittee  and 
the  committee  on  l-^lectrir  Liglit~.  I  le  was  .always 
in  favor  of  iinprovrinents  for  the  city  and  was  a 
pidinineiit  man  in  his  party,  liciiig  a  frequeiil  del- 
egate <o  the  Democratic  County  and  .state  conven- 
tions. He  was  ideutilied  with  llic  l'"ree  and  .Ac- 
cepted Masons  and  the  Koyal  Airli  .\Lisoii>  .-it 
Pincknej',  the  Knights  Templar  at  Howell,  be- 
longed to  the  Consistory  at    Detroit,  and  was  also 
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connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  Mrs.  Ilinche^-,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  here,  is  a  great  worker 
in  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  the  i\Iissionary  So- 
ciety as  well  as  the  Woman's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union,  and  is  Vice-President  of  the  first- 
named  of  these  organizations.  She  is  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability  and  etticieney  and  is 
much  beloved  by  those  wlio  come  within  the 
bounds  of  her  influence. 


H*-:^* / 


~A 


RA  EDMONDS  RANDALL.  A  man  who  in 
his  boyhood  worked  his  way  through  college 
/ii  and  his  professional  course,  and  by  dint  of 
hard  work  and  determination  has  attained  to  a 
handsome  property,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has 
built  up  a  reputation  for  character  and  probity,  is 
a  citizen  worth  having,  and  the  story  of  his  life  is 
worth  recounting.  Such  a  one  do  we  find  repre- 
sented by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  Randall  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
the  township  of  Concord,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1850. 
The  father,  Robert  G.  Randall,  was  born  in  Rut- 
land County,  Vt.,  where  his  father,  Caleb,  was  a 
Quaker  farmer,  of  English  descent.  The  family 
originated  with  three  brothers  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Vermont  and  vicinity. 

At  the  age  of  thirty  years  the  father  of  oiu'  sub- 
ject removed  from  Vermont,  where  he  had  been  a 
farmer,  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  taking  an  im- 
proved farm  he  engaged  in  the  dairying  business, 
but  in  186.5  removed  to  Ripley  Township,  Chau- 
tauqua County,  and  farmed  there  until  1886,  when 
he  sold  his  property.  In  1887  he  decided  to  come 
West,  and  he  now,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  re- 
sides at  Lansing.  His  early  political  affiliations 
were  with  the  Whig  party  and  he  became  an  ardent 
Abolitionist  and  finally  developed  into  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party. 

Ruth  Edmonds  was  tlic  maiden  name  of  her  who 
became  the  motiier  of  our  suliject,  and  she  was 
born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  being  a  daughter  of 


Ira  Edmonds,  a  Quaker  farmer  of  English  descent. 
She  died  in  New  York,  in  Ripley  Township,  Chau- 
tauqua County,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  Of  her 
four  children,  Ira,  who  bore  her  fatlier's  full  name, 
was  next  to  the  eldest. 

This  boy  was  reared  in  Erie  County,  .where  he 
had  the  advantages  of  the  ordinary  district  school, 
and  later  when  the  family  removed  to  Ripley,  he 
attended  the  Ripley  Academy,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  he  reached  tlie  age  of  twenty  years. 
It  was  in  the  year  1870  that  he  turned  his  face 
Westward  and  made  Michigan  his  home,  locating 
at  Kalamazoo  and  working  his  way  through  Kala- 
mazoo College,  which  he  attended  for  two  years, 
teaching  during  the  winters.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  study  of  law  at  Kalamazoo  with  H.  F.  Sevar- 
ance,  Esq.,  now  Supreme  .Judge  of  the  ['nited 
States  District  Court  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  187.5 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

The  young  attorney  now  located  in  Marshall, 
Mich.,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Adams, 
until  1877,  when  he  removed  to  Lansing  and  estab- 
lished his  practice  here.  His  legal  business  has 
finally  given  way  to  a  considerable  extent  to  his 
real-estate  dealings,  as  he  has  accumulated  a  large 
property  of  his  own  in  lands,  and  it  takes  most  of 
his  time  to  attend  to  those  interests,  besides  hand- 
ling to  some  extent  jiine  lands  and  farm  lands.  He 
is  now  interested  in  farm  lands  in  the  North  which 
he  is  improving,  having  improved  three  thousand 
acres,  all  of  which  belongs  in  one  farm  in  Saginaw 
County.  After  putting  it  in  excellent  condition 
he  sold  it  to  II.  P.  Smith  &  Co.,  brokers  of  Saginaw, 
and  he  still  o^¥ns  some  five  thousand  acres  in  the 
north  of  Michigan,  in  different  counties.  He  is  an 
enterprising  man,  and  was  the  pioneer  of  the  move- 
ment to  drain  the  marshy  prairie  and  farm  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Randall  put  considerable  money  and  thought 
at  one  time  into  the  raising  of  Holstein  cattle,  but 
he  is  not  now  interested  in  that.  He  has  done 
well  also  in  handling  lumber  interests,  and  now 
owns  several  dwelling  houses  which  he  has  built, 
besides  his  own  beautiful  home  at  No.  314  Chestnut 
Street  N. 

The  happy  marital  union  of  Ira  E.  Randall  and 
Alice   E.  Farnliam  was   solemnized    in    Brockton, 
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(liiiuhiuipin  (  imiity.  N.  V..  in  1877.  This  lady 
Avji.'*  lioiii  ill  liiiit  pleasant  villjme  and  is  a  dautflittr 
of  .V.  .1.  Farnliam,  a  ])i()iiiiiR'iit  f'annor  tlieie.  Two 
t-liildicii  li;ivf  hk'sscd  this  union,  (iay  LaYergne 
and  Mi'ii'ilitii  Snow.  Mr.  Randall  !.•-  a  member  of 
the  Kiiiijlits  of  Pythias  of  the  rnifornu-d  Hankand 
also  of  the  .Uicieiit  Order  of  I'liited  NA'orkmen  and 
of  the  Royal  Areaiiuiii.  He  is  strong  in  his  at- 
taehment  to  the  jirinciples  of  llie  Kepiililiean  party. 


_^] 


""S) 


^^^- 


tSL. 


A.  LI  MHARI).  Thi'  village  of 
^eslie.    Ingliaiii    County,  can  hoast  among 

'/|  '''  her  citizens  a  ijoodly  luinilier  of  men 
(QJ/I  whose  activity,  ability  and    broad   experi- 

ence make  tliem  of  \alue  to  the  coinniunity  and 
brinig  to  tlieni  the  respect  of  their  fellow-citizens 
in  other  (jarts  of  the  county,  and  perhaps  there  is 
no  one  of  them  more  deser\'edly  popular  and  in- 
fluential than  .Mr.  Lumbard  who  is  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Pension  Claim  Attorney  at  I.,eslie,  and 
whose  war  record  during-  the  days  of  the  Civil  Wal- 
ls an  added  factor  in  bringing  to  him  tlie  good 
will  of  all  who  know  him. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Stafford,  (ienesec 
County.  N.  Y.,  December  2fl,  1H41,  anil  is  a  son  of 
Krastus  and  Kdiza  (Armstrong)  Lumbard.  natives 
of  X'ermoiit  and  New  York  respectively.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Hatavia.  (iene-'^ce  County. 
N.  Y.  and  later  took  u])  tlieir  residence  in  Stafford, 
wheri'  they  lived  until  \H[:>.  when  they  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Iveslie  Town- 
shi]j.  this  county,  where  they  liotli  died.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  a  man  in  mod- 
erate circumstances.  He  served  his  townshi])  faith- 
fully and  creditably  in  several  minor  offices,  and 
was  first  a  \Vliig  and  afterward  a  Reiniblican. 
.Seven  ehildren  made  u])  then'  household,  namely: 
Wiliiam,  Alliert  .\..  Klizabeth.  .lulia.  Melvina.  Or- 
\ille  and  (ieorge. 

Albert  Lumbard  Avas  only  an  infant  when  his 
)iHients  removed  to  this  townshiij.  and  therefore 
hi-<  life  has  lieen  mostly  spent  within  the  confines 
of    Iniiliain    Connt\'.      His    home    tiaining    on    tlie 


farm  and  his  district  school  education  occupied 
him  till  manhood,  and  he  was  still  helping  his 
father  upon  the  farm  when  the  Cisil  \Var  bur.st 
u|>on  our  country. 

Young-  Lumliard  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
15.  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry.  .August  14.  18(51 
and  liis  regiment  was  made  a  part  of  the  .Vriny  of 
the  Potomac.  Second  .\.rmv  Corijs.  First  Hrigade 
and  Second  Division.  He  participated  in  numer- 
ous skirmishes  and  on  the  .'ilst  of  .May.  l«t!2,at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  \'a..  he  was  wounded  by  a  gun- 
shot and  his  left  hand  was  so  injured  as  to  render 
him  unfit  for  ,ser\'ice  and  he  i-ecei\-ed  his  discharge 
in  .Septemlier. 

'I'liis  disabled  soldier  now  returned  home  and 
ri'ceived  from  (i(jv.  lUair  .m  recruiting  commission 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  war  he  .served 
his  coiniiany  as  Recruiting  Oflicer.  .\fterthe  close 
of  the  conflict  he  was  elected  Constable  when  onl\- 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  has  cc)ntinued  to  serve 
his  township  in  that  capacity  for  twenty-one  years 
being  re-elected  eai-li  year  and  is  now  serving  hi> 
eighth  year  as  .lustice  of  the  I'eace. 

This  gentleman  began  life  with  notliiiig  .-nid  lias 
made  all  that  he  now  possesses.  He  is  interested 
ill  the  Leslie  ISuilding  and  Loan  .Vssociation  and 
IS  .'I  leading  man.  He  is  universally  [loinilar.  and 
vet  his  pnpularitN  is  of  the  kind  that  does  not  in- 
fringe upon  his  liusiness  caiiabiiities .as  his  frequent 
re-elections  to  positions  of  public  service  have 
sliown.  His  record  is  really  remarkable  in  this 
respect,  as  he  has  served  his  township  ever  since  he 
reached  lii"^  majority.  Me  is  a  Reinibliean  in  his 
political  \'iews  and  is  connected  with  the  .Ma.sonic 
order  and  also  with  that  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  being- 
identified  with  both  the  Fhncanipment  and  .Sub- 
ordinate Lo<lg-e.  He  is  Fast  Commander  of  the 
.Vlbert  Dewey  Post  No.  (id.  (i.  A.  R.  at  Lolie  an<l 
has  been  an  Adjutant  for  nine  year.-. 

.Mr.  Luinbaril  w;i-  inarried  .March  2(1.  IM72.  being- 
united  with  Mi>s  .Sarah  Woodw^orth.  of  this  county, 
who  was  born  February  2K.  1847.  This  lady  is  :\ 
daughlir  of  Solomon  and  Betsey  (Blake)  Wood- 
worth,  who  are  natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont 
respectively  and  who  became  early  .settlers  in  this 
section  of  Michigan  when  all  was  a  vast  wilder- 
ness.     I'liev   remained    here   thronghont  their  life- 
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time  and  tlu'ir  iiUMiiorv  i>  ix'spt'ctcd  li\  all  wImi 
kiKvv  tlieni.  Both  Mr.  and  ]\Ii>.  Liiiiiiiard  aiv 
earnest  and  active  inemlieiv  of  the  liaptist  (  lniieh 
and  their  inlhienee  in  every  wav  is  used  tor  the 
nplmihlinu  ol'  soeiely  and  the  foiwardinL;  ol'  the 
intei'ests  ol'  nioralitv  and  leiiiiion. 


>^^,>,>,  b.  ,b-^0^    .    r    I    (.. 


A.  Tl  K'NKK.  Lausint;'  is  now  so  old  a 
eitv  as  to  eonnt  anionic' hei' ueniiine  liusiness 
men  boys  who  were  horn  and  lironyht  up 
witliin  her  conline--.  anil  she  is  proud  to 
elaini  that  there  are  muie  nioie  truly  entei'|irisin<>. 
and  more  tlioronuhly  e(ini])i)ed  for  tlie  battle  of  life, 
than  those  which  she  has  thus  nurtured  from  the 
hour  of  their  natix'ity.  l'erlia|)S  there  is  no  one 
to  whum  she  may  point  with  niovi'  just  |)iide  than 
the  man  of  whom  we  aii'  now  wi-itinu.  who  is 
universally  conceded  to  be  an  enterprisini;  and 
public-spirited  vouul;  man.  and  tin  most  extensive 
yrocer  on    Michigan   A\cnuc. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  l.ausiuL;.  ( )ctober  22. 
1M()(I,  his  fathei'  beinu  Amo^  Turnei'.  a  nati\'e  of 
Washtenaw  County.  Mich.,  and  his  u;randfather,  .1. 
A..  S\\.  h;ivina  been  .-i  farmerand  an  early  settler  in 
Washtenaw  County.  His  falhei'  was  reared  upon 
the  fai'm  and  c!inu'  to  {..Mnsinsi-  when  still  a  vouuii' 
man  with  hi-  uncle.  .lame.-  Tui-ner.  who  nuide 
.North  Lansini;  his  home  about  the  year  ISIT.  'i'he 
\ounu  man  enjiaued  as  a  clerk  in  lii>  uncle's  cm- 
ploy  in  a  jicnei-.a!  store,  and  later  went  into  a  mei'- 
ehandise  and  produce  business  in  North  Lansin"'. 
building  two  brick  blocks  tlieie.  In  l)^7;Mie  .sold 
out  this  business  and  iemo\-ed  t<j  Perry.  Shiawa.*- 
see  CountN. 

After  tluec  yeaps  in  Perry  .Unos  Turner  letnrned 
to  [yansing  and  engaged  in  business  here,  puttint;' 
in  a  stock  of  dry-goods  and  groceries  at  No.-.  1  17 
and  11 ',»  Michigan  .\venue.  In  lSH«he  sold  4iul 
the  grocery  de])artincnt  of  hi-  business  to  his  son. 
.1.  .\..  an<l  continued  himself  in  the  dry-goods 
busine.ss.  transferring  it  to  Seattle.  W.ash,.  where 
he  remained  until  he  took  the  position  of  travel- 
ing .salesman    for    the    Michigan    (<iudeuse(l     Mi]k 


Company,  which  he  is  still  serving.  He  was  Alder- 
man and  .Supervisoi-  of  the  First  Ward  for  one 
term  and  was  pi'oniinent  in  the  ^lasonic  oider. 

The  nnithei-  of  our  subject,  ivho  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Philena  Barker. was  born  in  ( )rleans  County. 
N.  v..  and  was  a  daughter  of  an  Knglishman.  .lames 
Barker,  who  located  in  tli.-it  comity.  She  is  a 
devout  and  earnest  member  of  the  Bresbyterian 
Church,  and  the  faithful  and  judicious  mother  of 
foui    children,  of  whom  our    subject    is  the  eldest. 

IIa\  ing  received  the  full  advantages  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Lansing,  and  also  having  taken  a 
cour.se  in  the  High  School.  .1.  .\.  Turnei-  entered 
his  father's  store  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  as  a  clerk. 
He  iiad  been  in  the  stoie  more  or  less  from  a  boy 
up.  and  was  thoroughly  well  prep.ared  to  take  his 
jilace  and  to  pro\e  of  vidue  in  the  establishment. 
His  first  independent  endea\dr  w.as  made  at  Perrv, 
before  liiiyiiig  out  his  fathei's  line  of  groceries 
here,  which,  as  we  have  said,  he  did  in  IK.S.S.  He 
has  continued  to  handle  groceries  exclusiveh  and 
is  building  up  a  line  trarle.  so  that  he  is  now  usinu' 
two  delivery  wagons. 

The  charining  \(iung  l.-idy  who  became  the 
happy  wife  of  this  gentleman,  in  IH!S.'5,  was  called 
.May  Campbell  in  her  maidenhood,  and  she  lie- 
longs  to  a  Battle  Creek  family.  To  their  home 
have  come  two  little  daughters — Ilattieand  Helen, 
whose  care  and  culture  is  the  joy  of  tlieir  parents. 
This  young  man  is  a  pc>pular  member  of  the  order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  also  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  his  political  views  lead  him  to  attiliale  with 
the    Democratic  party. 


..tU' 


■  m 


1,^^  ^ 


\  flLlAXM  C.  HINM.VN.  The  advantages  ,)f 
V/av/  "  ^■onii^'''^i'"i  with  and  descent  from  peo- 
V V  pie  (if  character,  culture  and  abilit\  i-  not 
|ierlia|is  as  thoroughly  considered  iii  this  country 
as  it  i-  in  lands  wheic  the  heredity  of  proiiertx 
emphasizes  the  heredity  of  person;il  tr.aits  and 
character.  The  rebound  from  the  teiideiicio  of 
Eui'opean  institutions  has  led  our  people  loundei- 
valiic    tlie   wealth     of    inheritance   and    association 
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which  comes  in  this  way  until  they  have  been  called 
to  an  appreciation  of  its  value  through  the  re- 
searches and  declarations  of  social  philosophers. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch  is  connected  on  both  his  father's  and 
mother's  side  with  some  of  the  best  families  who 
have  made  their  mark  upon  the  development  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  he  is  not  unappreciat- 
ivc  of  that  fact  and  realizes  that  he  is  the  recipient 
of  benefits  which  have  come  in  this  way.  He  is  now 
the  City  Clerk  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  in 
which  office  he  is  serving  his  third  term.  He  was 
born  in  this  city  December  15,  1849,  his  father, 
William  Hinman,  being  a  native  of  Mt.  Morris, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y..  in  1819,  and  his  grand- 
father, Theodore,  having  come  from  his  native 
State,  Connecticut,  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
when  a  voting  man  and  remained  there  through 
lite. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
nine  children,  only  one  of  them  being  now  alive. 
After  being  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Mt.  Morris  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1838  and  lo- 
cated in  Ypsilanti,  where  he  clerked  for  Mr. 
Thonijison.  Later  he  went  to  Brighton  as  a  clerk 
and  later  to  Howell.  In  1847  he  came  to  Lansing 
and  became  a  clerk  for  Bush  &:  Thomas,  merchants 
and  real-estate  men.  Mr.  Hinman  sold  all  the  lum- 
ber and  material  which  went  into  the  Everett 
House.which  was  then  known  as  the  Benton  House, 
and  also  for  the  old  ca])itol,  as  tlie  firm  then  car- 
ried the  largest  stock  outside  of  Detroit.  May  18, 
1849,  tlie  young  man  took  the  management  of  the 
Benton  House,  which  was  the  leading  hotel  of  the 
city,  and  managed  it  for  ten  j'ears  and  finally  pur- 
chased it  and  then  sold  it  to  Mr.  Packard  who 
changed  the'n.arae  to  the  Everett  House.  After  this 
]\Ir.  Hinman  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business 
alone  on  Washington  Avenue  and  built  a  brick 
block  adjoining  the  Hudson  House,  which  is  known 
as  the  Hinman  or  Union  Block. 

Our  subject's  father  continued  in  the  dry-goods 
business  up  to  1871  when  he  sold  it  and  has  since 
engaged  in  farming  and  real  estate.  He  owns  thirty- 
acres  in  the  corporate  limits  of  Lansing  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  aci'es  in  Lcroy  Township, 
which  IS  a  finely  improved  farm.     He  was  married 


in  the  old  Benton  House,  February  21,  1849,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Bush,  who  was  born  in  Danby, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  August  5,  1830.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Ciiarles  P.  Bush,  who  was 
born  in  Danby  in  IHOll.  The  great  grandfather  of 
our  subject  is  Kichaid  Bush  who  was  born  in 
Stroudsburg,Pa.,and  located  in  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  His  father  was  .John  Bush, 
and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  fought  twice  for  his 
countr3-  and  once  for  his  king. 

The  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bush  was  a  farmer  and 
speculator  and  he  married  before  coming  to  Mich- 
igan. His  first  trip  to  the  West  was  in  1835,  and 
in  1836  he  came  again  and  staid  through  the  sum- 
mer, buying  Government  land  where  Fowlerville 
now  is.  Having  built  a  log  house  he  returned  to 
the  East  and  in  1837  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
home,  but  remained  there  less  than  a  year  when  he 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Fowler  and  located  in  (ienoa 
Township,  Livingston  County  where  he  took  a 
splendid  farm  of  thirteen  hundred  acres  and  car- 
ried it  on  successfully,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
engaged  in  speculation  and  politics.  He  served  in 
the  State  Legislature  during  the  sessions  of  1840 
to  1845,  and  in  1846  became  State  Senator,  serv- 
ing during  1847  as  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
by  virtue  of  that  office  .acting  as  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor. He  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
officers  elect  in  the  woods  of  Lansing  before  the 
old  capitoi  was  built.  Some  years  later  he  was  again 
sent  to  the  State  Senate  and  served  for  several 
terms.  He  was  greatlj'  interested  in  the  removal 
of  the  capital  from  Detroit  to  Lansing.  He  was  a 
))orn  reader,  a  good  orator  and  had  a  good  store  of 
information,  being  looked  upon  universally  us  one 
of  the  most  promising  men  in  the  State. 

In  1847  Senator  Bush  came  to  Lansing  and  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Lee, 
buying  a  portion  of  land  and  platting  it  as  an  ad- 
dition to  Lansing,  and  built  the  old  Bent(m  House. 
In  partnership  with  Mr.  Thomas  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bush  <t  Thomas  he  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  and  they  became  the  pioneer  mer- 
chants of  Lansing.  Later  he  retired  from  business 
and  died  July  4,  1858.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  tlie  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  strong  pillars.    His  wife  was 
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Miiu'i-vn  WiilktT  and  sIk'  was  lioin  in  Montgomery 
{'(iiiiilw  X.  Y..  anil  iliccl  in  Lansinu  in  18H(),  beinsi' 
tlirii  sfxcnlv  years  old,  Slii-  was  an  active  and 
canu'st  nu'inlior  of  tlif  Mcllnnlist  Epis-copn!  Cliurcli 
and  was  lodki'd  ii|Min  as  a  "mother  in  Israel." 

The  uiotluT  of  our  suliject  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  fi\c  (  liildren  and  was  carefully  and  ju- 
diciously ediicate<l.  recei\ins>'  her  advance  school- 
ing in  the  ])rivate  school  of  Mrs.  K.  .1.  Roberts,  in 
Detroit.  She  bccanu'  the  mother  of  live  children. 
William  ('.  being  hei-  eldest  and  following  him 
came  .lennie.  .\ddie  L..  Sarah  K.  .and  Kliza  I!.,  who 
are  .all  at  home  with  their  paients  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Sarah  who  died  when  very  young.  The 
education  of  our  subject  was  gained  in  the  I'nion 
School  of  Lansing  and  in  inii'.l  he  began  work  as 
a  freight  brakemaii  on  the  old  Peninsular  Hailroad 
now  known  as  the  Chicago  d'  (irand  Trunk.  'I' wo 
years  Later  he  lieeanie  a  freight  conductor  and  had 
his  run  between  Lansing  and  South  Bend.  Ind..  and 
later  took  service  in  the  same  caijacity  witli  the 
L.'ike  Shore  A-  Michigan  .Southern  Road.  After  five 
months  he  w.is  promoted  to  the  conduclorship  of  a 
freight  train  in  which  he  was  having  good  s\iccess 
when  upon  (  )i-toliei-  II.  I  .SSIl,  lie  met  with  a  serious 
.and  terrible  disaster. 

\Vhile  engaged'm  coupling  ear.^  Conductor  llin- 
nitm  caught  his  left  foot  in  the  frog,  th.at  death 
trap  of  so  man\'  yood  railroad  nu'n.  In  his  des- 
|)i'rate  effort-  to  free  himself  he  |)illled  his  foot 
fi'om  the  boot  with  such  force  that  fhi'  right  foot. 
swung  over  the  track  anil  in  a  moment  the  laaiel 
wheels  had  ciushed  it.  lie  was  taken  to  the  ho.s- 
pital  .at  .Misliawaka.  Inil..  winre  he  remained  for 
eight  weeks  and  whei-e  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  having  his  leg  amputated  six  inches  below  the 
hi|).  This  put  an  end  to  his  career  as  a  conductor 
iind  he  letnrned  to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  the 
emploN'  of  the  Lake  .Shore  i^'  .Michigan  Southern 
Railroad  for  five  years  as  agent,  aftei'  which  he 
entered  the  ser\'ice  of  the  Lansing  Lnmlier-  Com- 
pan\'  until  .\|u-il.  18HH,  when  he  received  the  elec- 
tion to  the  ollice  of  City  Clerk,  which  he  has  held 
from  that  date  to  this.  His  first  election  was  by 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  six.  his.seconil  by  a 
a  majority  of  seven  hundred  and  eitrhty-one.  and 
his    thii'd  bv  a  inajoi'ity  of  six  hundred  and   sixty- 


six,  lie  is  a  true  and  faithful  public  servant  and 
very  ellicient  in  his  odice.  and  r-ecei\fs  the  just 
pr.aise  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ilinm.an  in  .June.  lHM.").took 
place  in  L.ansing.  The  lady  who  then  united  with 
him  her  fortunes  and  her  lot  in  life  boi-e  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  K.  Downs.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
city  and  her-  fathei.  .1.  W .  Downs,  is  an  e.arly  settler 
here  and  is  a  well-known  fruit-grower,  lie  is  an 
old  veteran  of  the  .Mexican  AVar  and  is  highly  le- 
spected  botii  foi'  his  patriotic  services  and  his  ex- 
cellent character.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  C.  Ilin- 
m.an have  two  lovely  daughter.s — Addie  and  Sarah, 
who  ai-e  the  joy  and  delight  of  theii-  fonil  parents. 
The  family  worship  at  St.  Paul's  ICpiscopal  Church 
with  which  the  parents  are  connected.  The  polit- 
ical views  ol  .Air.  Ilinnnin  lead  him  to  lank  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  has  great 
f.aitli  .and  for-  whose  success  he  is  .active. 


■^®'>, 


NDRKW  (i.  .M.ARKILV.M.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  ot  this  sketch 
is  !i  farmer  and  stock-dealer,  icsident  on 
sections  27  and  .'54.  N'evay  Towiiship.  Ini;- 
liani  (  ounty,  .and  here  he  carries  on  a  large  and 
lucrative  business  in  general  farming  and  in  the 
breeding,  buying  and  .sellini;  of  fine  stock.  .Mi'. 
.Markliam  is  a  native  of  New  Voik  State,  having 
been  thei-cborn  in  Ontario  County.  Farmington 
Township,  .Vngust  1.  \M6.  lie  is  the  son  of  Elisha 
\\.  and  Olive  ((iai'dner)  Markliam.  both  natives  of 
New-  York.  The  lather  was  a  farmer  in  his  native 
State  .and  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiv- 
ing in  the  intervals  of  farm  woi-k  what  education 
he  (•ouhl  acipiire  by  attendance  .at  school  duriim 
the  winter  months. 

When  our  suliject  set  out  in  life  for  Inniself.  he 
began  at  first  by  farming  on  shares,  which  brought 
him  in  enough  to  live  ui)on.  To  s|inr  him  on  to 
the  necessity  of  harder  work,  he  was  married  Noa-- 
ember  2(1.  18.")7.  to  Miss  Priscilla  H.  Knight,  a 
daughter   of   .If)hn  and    Loretta    (Mosher)   Knight. 
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The  youns:  couple  felt  tlie  necessity  of  prudence 
anvl  economy  and  laid  hy  enough  out  of  their  earn- 
ings to  purchase  a  tract  of  land.  Those  who  have 
struggled  as  did  he  of  whom  we  write,  to  acquire 
a  bit  of  real  estate,  know  how  sweet  is  the  sense  of 
l)Ossession,  and  when  he  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1878,  he  was  stengthened  and  encouraged  to  hard 
lal)or  by  the  knowledge  that  there  was  a  nest  egg 
of  forty  acres  back  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 

On  seeing  a  ))roniising  tract  that  he  could  pro- 
cvu-e  in  his  adojited  State,  he  sold  his  first  forty 
acres  and  jjurchased  his  present  home  place  on  sec- 
tion 27,  which  comprises  eighty  acres.  He  has 
since,  at  different  times,  added  land  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  now  is  tlie- owner  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  as  fine  and  fertile  land  as 
there  is  in  the  township.  Our  subject,  like  the 
majority  of  property-  o^\ners  to  whom  the  political 
interest  at  large  is  also  an  individual  interest,  has 
been  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  allied  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  now,  liowever,  a  member 
of  the  Industrial  party,  feeling  that  the  laboring 
class,  being  largely  in  the  majority,  should  have  all 
possible  advantages  of  legislaticm. 

While  in  New  York  Mr.  Markham  served  for 
several  terms  as  Township  Clerk,  and  he  has  several 
times  been  elected  to  office  m  this  township,  but 
having  no  ambition  to  hold  public  ofHee,  refused  to 
qualify  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  he  was  the 
popular  and  successful  nominee  of  the  Industrial 
party,  insuring  for  it  victory  in  his  township.  Our 
subject's  vvife  died  May  28,  1885.  She  had  no 
issue. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  oldest  member 
of  his  father's  family.  One  brother,  William  P., 
who  lives  in  this  township,  is  a  farmer,  having  a 
good  home,  presided  over  pleasantly  by  an  amiable 
wife.  They  are  the  proud  parents  of  one  child,  by 
name  Leeman,  who  is  a  young  man  having  a  home 
of  his  own  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  He  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Elisha 
Markham,  our  subject's  father,  died  in  his  native 
State,  April  1,  1882.  The  mother's  decease  occurred 
June  14,  1876. 

Andrew  Markham  is  wliat  may  lie  termed  a  self- 
made  man,  having  had  but  few  advantages  and  no 
material  pecuniary  assistance  li'om  his  father.     By 


industiT,  prudence  and  good  management  of  his 
agricultural  and  financial  affairs,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  prominently  successful  men  of  Vevay 
I  Township.  He  is  highly  respected  in  his  township 
and  among  his  fellow-citizens. 


HED  .1.  BROWN.  Our  subject,  who  is  com- 
(g);  paratively  a  young  man,  has  been  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  business  in  which 
he  has  jiroved  very  successful.  Energetic  and  in- 
dustrious, to  him  in  no  small  degree  belongs  the 
honor  of  making  the  success  of  the  firm  of  Brown 
Bros.,  who  are  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes  in  Mason, 
Mich.  The  brothers  are  of  German  parentage,  be- 
ing sons  of  Charles  F.  and  Mary  (Stuth)  Brown, 
both  natives  of  Mechlenburg,  (Germany.  They  came 
to  America  in  18;j3  with  their  four  children.  Those 
who  were  born  in  Germany  are  Augustus  F., 
Chailes  F.,  Fannie  Louise  and  Frederick  .1.  Au- 
gustus was  born  August  13,  1844,  and  having 
made  Catherine  Furtah  his  wife  lives  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.;  he  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  firm  selling 
boots  and  shoes,  and  has  been  a  manufacturer.  He 
is  the  father  of  eight  children.  Charles  F.  and 
Fannie  Louise  are  twins;  the  latter  married  Enos 
Furtah  who  is  a  wood  worker  and  lives  at  New 
Baltimore,  Mich.  Our  subject  was  born  December  6, 
1850;  his  father  was  a  forester  in  Germany,  which 
was  considered  there  a  very  honorable  position 
and  one  ranking  high  among  the  middle  classes. 
After  coming  to  this  country  he  was  employed  as 
a  laborer  and  farmer. 

Determined  to  give  his  children  every  chance 
that  this  country  of  freedom  and  equal  rights 
ofters  to  young  men  and  women,  he  placed  them  in 
school  and  our  subject  had  the  privilege  of  gain- 
ing a  fair  education.  Tliey  also  acquired  outside 
of  school  much  that  has  been  of  practical  use  to 
them  and  the  sons  have  through  industry  and  ob- 
servation made  themselves  sulistantial  business 
men.  In  1858  the  family  caine  to  this  State  and 
located  at  New  Baltimore.  He  of  whom  we  write 
began  working  in  a  mill  and  so  employed  himself 


POETRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


365 


until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
clerking  at  New  Baltimore,  in  which  position  he 
continued  for  some  six  years,  acquiring  during 
that  time  a  reputation  for  attention  to  business 
and  ease  with  customers  that  made  him  a  desiralile 
salesman  and  a  valuable  acquisition  to  a  Inisiness 
house. 

Fred  J.  Brown  was  married  JNIarch  IH,  187;"),  to 
Miss  Sallie  M.  Leonard,  of  Middleboro,  Mass;  she 
is  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Pluebe  D.  (Sampson) 
Leonard,  and  was  born  in  1846.  In  1876  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Almont,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  engaged  as  a  clerk.  Then  he  went  to  Imlay 
City  and  clerked  for  one  year  at  that  place,  after 
which  he  went  into  partnership  with  Herbert  G. 
ThiH'ston,  and  together  the  firm  carried  on  general 
mercliandisiug  successfully  for  about  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  our  subject  became  propri- 
etor of  a  store  at  Lapeer,  the  county-seat  of  Lapeer 
County,  and  remained  there  for  about  five  years  as 
general  manager.  In  1886  he  entered  the  present 
firm  in  equal  partnership. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  August 
(Stuth,  was  a  soldier  in  the  C4erman  army  during 
the  trouble  between  France  and  Germany,  at  which 
time  Napoleon  led  the  French  forces.  The  junior 
member  of  the  Arm  of  which  our  subject  is  one  is 
Henry  L.  Brown, and  he  was  born  after  his  parents 
had  come  to  this  countiy,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  his 
birth  taking  place  April  30,  1856.  The  young 
men  are  progressive  and  talented  in  a  business  way 
and  show  that  they  have  received  a  good  inheri- 
tance of  brains  as  well  as  physical  strength  from 
their  parants. 


i(kA\  RS.  LOUISA  IvEIHM  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  forty-eight  acres  located  on 
section  31,  Alaiedon  Township.  She  was 
born  April  3,  1838,  in  the  province  of 
Wurtemberg  in  tlie  town  of  Marbarch,  Germany. 
Her  father  was  Frederick  Ilines,  n  native  of 
the  same  place,  and  there  born  September 
10,    1790.     Louisa  was    a    child    of    nine    years 


of  age  when  lier  father  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  voyage  over,  which  occupied  three 
montlis,  made  a  deep  impression  upon  her  young 
mind. 

On  the  landing  of  the  Hines  family  in  this  coun- 
try the\'  proceeded  immediately  to  llurtm  County. 
( )lno,  and  settled  in  Norwalk.  The  father  was  a 
roi^e-maker  by  trade  and  unfamiliar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  American  lalior,  he  supposed  that  he 
could  find  employment  in  any  place,  but  disap- 
])ointed  in  his  expectations  he  worked  .as  a  day 
laborer  in  order  to  support  himself  and  family, 
and  from  the  time  our  subject  was  ten  years  old 
she  added  her  strength  and  supported  herself  by 
working  at  various  occupations.  She  finally 
became  a  seamstress  and  continued  in  this  occupa- 
tion until  she  came  to  Michigan. 

On  November  4,  1862,  our  subject  was  mariied  to 
Conrad  Keilim,  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  there 
born  January  30,  1839.  His  father  was  John 
Keihm  and  he  was  born  in  Ilartershansen,  Ger- 
many. He  was  a  linen-weaver  by  trade  and  his  son 
had  partially  learned  that  occupation  before  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  he  did  in  his  six- 
teenth year.  Before  that  time  he  attended  school 
in  his  native  land.  On  coming  to  America  he  first 
went  to  Canada,  where  he  remained  for  one  year 
and  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  work- 
ed as  a  blacksmitU,  at  the  same  time  doing  farm 
work  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Keihm  was  discharged  from  service 
on  account  of  physical  disability,  but  after  recover- 
ing to  a  great  extent,  he  responded  to  a  call  made 
for  mechanics,  and  went  to  Nashville.  Tenn.. 
where  he  staid  for  about  six  months.  On  return- 
ing to  Michigan  he  bought  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Keihm.  It  was  almost  entirely  unim})ni- 
ved  at  the  time  and  he  at  once  bent  his  energies  to 
clearing  it  and  adding  the  best  of  improvements, 
so  that  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  which  occurred 
March  13,  1875,  the  place  was  in  excellent  order. 
^Ir.  Keihm  was  a  member  of  the  German  Method- 
ist CUiurch  at  Delhi.  Politically,  he  was  a  Kepuli- 
lican. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  bless  the  union 
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of  the  worthy  coujjle  of  whom  we  have  written. 
The  eldest  is  Elln  L..  who  was  tiorn  Xovemlier  2, 
1868 ;  she  spent  one  term  in  tlie  Flint  Normal 
School  in  188".l  and  1890  she  spent  in  .\lhion 
College.  She  is  now  interested  in  musical  art  and 
makes  the  home  attractive  by  her  pleasing  presence 
and  marked  taste.  Tiie  younger  child  is  a  sou, 
Willie  Keilim,  who  was  born  in  1874;  he  die<l  in 
infancy.  Since  the  death  of  her  husl)and  Mrs. 
Reihm  has  managed  iier  place  with  great  aliility 
and  with  marked  success.  She  laiilt  a  commodious 
brick  residence  in  1879  and  her  house  is  fitted  up. 
not  only  with  the  comforts  of  life,  but  also  with 
its  elegancies.  She  and  her  daugliter  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliureli  f)f  ^Lason. 
They  are  hospitable  and  social  and  have  many 
warm  friends  in  .Vlbion. 


:5i£5^ 


^i#MM.^"I^|^^| 


r  ACOB  Cf.  BAI':\I(;HAS.  the  fortunate  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres  of 
fine  land  adjoining  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Lansing,  resides  on  sections,  Lansing  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  and  is  actively  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  varied  duties  which  fall  to  him 
as  an  agriculturist.  Not  only  has  he  been  suc- 
cessful financially,  but  in  the  better  sense  of  tliat 
word,  he  lias  lieen  successful  in  gaining  the  esteem 
of  all  his  ac(iuaiutances.  and  it  is  the  testiniou\  of 
all  who  know  liim  tlial  lie  enjoys  to  an  unusual  de- 
gree the  resi)ect  of  his  assori.'ites.  His  operations 
in  business  are  characterized  liy  good  jiidgincnt 
and  shrewd  discernment,  while  in  socijil  circifs  his 
genial  disposition  and  kiiidliiie»  ni'  heart  liMJii  t'm- 
liiiii  .-111  .■idmiriug  circU-  cil'   friends. 

Maii\  years  ago  there  resided  in  llavaria,  (ici- 
many,  near  the  border  of  P" ranee,  a  worthy  couple 
who  bore  the  names  of  .lacob  and  Mar\-  C. 
(Trumm)  Baumgras.  In  that,  their  native  ]3lace, 
they  abode  until  1840,  when  in  their  maturity  they 
emigrated  to  the  New  World  and  located  in  Syra- 
cuse. N.  \.  The  father  followed  the  occupation  of 
an  ornamental  painter,  and  was  a  man  of  sterlinu' 
principles  and  unswerving  industry.     It  was  dur- 


ing the  residence  of  the  family  in  Syracuse  that  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born  No- 
vemlier  21.  1848.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
city,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  very  liberal 
education,  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
in  186.5.  He  entered  upon  his  studies  with  earnest- 
ness and  enthusiasm,  and  early  in  life  manifested  a 
jiredilection  for  a  deeper  insight  into  history  and 
pliiloso|)liy.  To  say  that  he  imjjroved  all  his  op- 
portunities to  their  fullest  extent,  is  but  rel.ating 
what  actually  occurred. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  the  father,  feeling  that  bet- 
ter opportunities  would  l)e  afforded  to  him  and  his 
children,  of  whfiin  he  had  seven,  named  Henry. 
I'eter  Louis,  Daniel  X..  Klizabeth,  Jacob  (i..  Cath- 
erine and  .Io.sepliine,  in  the  rapidly  growing  West, 
decided  to  locate  in  this  State.  Accordingly  he 
came  hither  and  at  once  purchased  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  After  Jacob  was  gradu- 
ated he  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  in  the  meantime  gained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. When  he  attained  to  his  majority,  his  fa- 
ther gave  into  liis  charge  the  home  farm,  and  he 
was  its  manager  until  the  deatii  of  Jacob  Baum- 
gras, Sr.,  when  the  old  homestead  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  son.  It  was  September  24.  189(1. 
that  the  father  closed  his  eyes  to  the  swnes  of 
earth,  leaving  to  his  descendants  the  jirecious  leg- 
acy of  an  honorable  life.  The  wife  and  mother 
still  siirxives.  and  makes  licr  home  in  Lansing. 

The  pleasant  liiiinc  of  our  subject  is  ))resided 
over  by  a  lady  whose  rcliiiement  and  culture  give 
to  her  an  -oiieii  scsiiine"  to  the  most  cultured  so- 
ciety of  the  capital  city,  and  whose  noble  qualities 
(pialify  her  to  admirably  discharg'c  her  duties  as 
"ife  and  niotlicr.  She  wa^  known  in  maidenhood 
as  Caroline  K.  Stadle.  and  is  the  daughter  of  ^Vill- 
iain  and  Laura  ( Kraus)  Stadle.  nativesof  (u'rmaiiy 
and  Michigan  respectively,  who  now  reside  in  Clin- 
ton County,  ^licli.  Mi>.  Baumgras  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Lansing,  January  9,  1859.  and  grew  to 
womanhofid  under  her  father's  roof  which  she  left 
onh'  to  <ifo  to  the  home  of  her  husband.  The  con- 
genial union  which  was  solemnized  Septenilier  19. 
1879.  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  live  children, 
as  follows;   Cecelia  L.,  lioni  .Inly  l.'i.  188(1;  .Inlitts  P;. 
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January  11,  1882;  Elenora.  born  August  17,  1885, 
diprl  at  the  age  of  three  jear?:;  William  J.,  born 
Septenilier  15,  18H8,  and  Peter  lA)uit:,  the  voiinL;- 
est,  horn  Auou;it  1.  IHSII,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months. 

In  ])olities  Mr.  Uaumgras  adheres  to  the  prinoi- 
l)les  of  the  Democratic  partly,  although  he  is  not  a 
radical  partisan.  He  has  filled  man\-  ])Ositions  of 
i'esi)onsibility,  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  com- 
mon schools  two  terms.  Township  Treasurer,  and 
also  held  various  other  minor  ofBces.  Religiously 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscoijal  Churcii, 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  Hoval  Arcanum. 


VI?OHN  SPANH:R,  (me  of  the  old  and  well 
established  business  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  has  l)een  in  the  meat  business  in 
this  city  since  185I>  and  is  the  oldest  dealer 
in  that  line  in  the  city.  He  was  Itorn  in  Piussia, 
Germany,  August  18,  1836,  and  when  eighteen 
years  old  came  in  1853  to  Detroit.  His  father  had 
been  a  butcher  in  (Germany  and  he  learned  tlie 
trade  there  in  his  bojhood.  Coming  to  Detroit 
he  first  obtained  a  position  in  a  shop  where  he 
learned  tlie  American  way  of  working.  He  con- 
tinued there  for  six  years  before  coming  to  Lan- 
sing and  in  1859  began  woik  at  his  trade  for  A. 
Burch  remaining  with  liim  for  nearly  twelve  years. 
He  is  proliably  the  only  man  in  Lansing  who  ever 
thoroughly  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher,  as  most 
men  pick  up  their  experience  in  this  line  of  work 
irregularly. 

It  was  in  the  year  of  1881  tliat  Mr.  Si)anier 
started  in  business  for  himself,  locating  on  thcsjuit 
where  he  is  still  doing  liusiness  at  No.  310  Wash- 
ington Avenue  North.  He  has  a  fine  location  and 
a  shop  sixty-six  feet  deep.  Wlien  he  first  began 
he  bought  cattle  and  slaughtered  for  himself,  but 
he  now  buys  dressed  beef  and  other  meats  and  li.as 
built  up  an  excellent  trade,  giving  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  iiis  business.  The  lad3'  with  whom  he 
united  his  fortunes  in  18(jl,  is   a   native  of   his 


Fatherland,  and  was  liorn  in  Wurtemberg.  She 
came  to  this  country  when  three  years  old,  and 
reached  Lansing  in  185(5,  her  parents  being  among 
the  early  settlers  here.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Wilhelmina  Crob))v,  and  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  our  suliject  upon  Christm.as  Day.  18()1. 
Five  children  have  blessed  this  union,  Charles, 
who  now  has  a  market  on  Washington  Avenue 
South;  Frank,  who  is  with  his  fatiier;  William,  who 
has  a  market  on  Michigan  Avenue;  Kva,  now  the 
wife  of  l^ewis  Critchard;  and  .lohn,  who  is  also 
with  his  father  in  liusiness.  The  father  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Temj^lars  of  Temperance  which  is 
a  social  and  insurance  organization.  He  attends 
church  regularly  although  he  was  brought  up  a 
Catholic  and  he  is  a  man  who  is  highly  spoken  of 
by  his  neighliors  as  possessing  a  character  worthy 
of  admiration.  His  handsome  brick  house  and 
excellent  brick  barn  on  Washtenaw  Street  West, 
adorn  a  beautiful  j)rt)perty  which  may  well  be 
called  one  of  the  ornaments  of  Lansing.  The 
grounds  comprise  three  fine  lots  and  are  beauti- 
fully situated  and  the  house  is  one  which  he  built 
himself  and  is  well  adapted  to  the  comfort  and 
enknnient  of  his  family. 
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^UY  H.  STOWELL.  There  is  only  one  thing 
lietter  than  hiiving  a  reputation  for  integ- 
rity and  honorable  dealing,  and  that  is  to 
have  such  a  character;  and  when  a  man  has  both 
the  character  and  the  reputation  he  has  something 
of  wliicli  the  world  cannot  roli  him.  and  which 
men  of  wealth  who  are  delicienl  in  these  respects 
may  well  desire.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  known  all  over  the  State,  as  he  has  been  for  some 
time  Curator  of  the  Michigan  Slate  Fair  (nouinis 
at  Lansing.  He  received  that  aiipointment,  April 
1,  1884,  by  a  committee  who  had  the  matter  in 
charge,  who  were  Messrs.  J.  N.  Smitli.  B.  B.  Baker 
and  D.  Woodcock.  He  has  filled  his  office  to  the 
satisf.action  of  all  concerned,  and  has  also  earned 
for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  city  anil 
among  the  officers  and  members  of  the  State  Agri- 
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cultural  Society.  It  is  unfortunate  that  liis  healtli 
is  not  robust,  and  in  consequence  of  tliis?  it  is  prob- 
able that  he  will  resign  his  position  in  October. 

During  the  Ijusy  season  IMr.  Stowell  has  from 
thirty-five  to  forty  men  constantly  working  under 
his  directions,  and  the  responsiliility  of  keeping 
everything  in  good  condition  and  in  flrst-class 
order,  is  more  than  he  feels  that  he  can  longer  un- 
dertake. There  are  sixty-three  acres  in  the  grounds 
and  fully  forty  buildings  besides  the  race  track  and 
other  appurtenances,  and  the  responsiliilities  are 
more  than  he  cares  to  retain. 

Mr.  Stowell  was  born  in  Marcellus,  X.  Y..  .July 
10,  1855.  His  beloved  ;in(l  honored  parents.  Dr. 
Hiram  and  Olivia  (Bowen)  Stowell,  brought  him 
with  I  hem  to  Ann  Arbor  when  he  was  about  six 
months  old,  and  in  a  sliort  time  they  removed  to 
Clinton  County,  where  tlie  father  practiced  his 
medical  profession  and  also  carried  on  a  farm.  In 
those  days  there  were  no  roads  except  Indian 
trails,  and  a  country  doctor  had  long  and  tedious 
rides,  traveling  tlirough  the  woods  to  reach  tlie 
scattering  settU'rs.  Kvcryhody  liiid  the  ague  in 
those  days,  and  it  kept  the  doctors  busy.  At  the 
same  time  the  farm  was  to  be  cleared  up  and  cul- 
tivated. It  is  within  the  easy  recollection  of  oui- 
subject  wlien  ntit  a  tree  was  cut  where  the  city  ol 
Lansing  now  stands,  lie  .lUo  icmeml)ers  iiuiny  of 
the  frights  which  they  cxiicricnccd  «]icn  the  In- 
dians were  nil  aliout  tliem.  and  tlie\  feared  an  at- 
tack from  hostile  l)ands.  The  I'atlier  lived  foni- 
miles  east  of  DeWitt,  and  after  a  number  of  \c.-irs 
had  passed  he  erected  tlie  first  frame  building  which 
was  ever  put  up  in  that  village.  He  continued 
in  practice  nji  to  thi'  time  of  lii>  ilc.-ith.  .■iiid  wiis 
for  years  liotli  tlic  Townsliip  .■\n<l  County  Treasurer. 

Our  subject  lived  lo  the  .-iLie  ol  seventeen  years 
in  Clinton  County,  and  made  good  use  of  the  edu- 
cational advantages  afforded  hiui  in  the  district 
schools.  He  then  went  North  to  .Miunesota,  loca- 
ting for  three  years  near  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  after 
which  he  returned  to  DeWitt  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  ^lary  .1.  Holmes,  of  DeWitt.  her 
father.  David  Holmes,  being  a  farmer  of  Uimdilla 
Townshi]).  The  young  couple  removed  to  Sagi- 
naw, where  they  lived  upon  a  farm  for  fifteen  years, 


and  then  purchased  n  farm  in  Delta.  Eaton  County. 
Five  years  later  Mr.  Stowell  received  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  which  he  now  holds,  and  which 
he  has  filled  with  much  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. The  five  children  who  have  come  to  his 
home  are  Klmer  D.,  William  (x.,  Minnie  O.,  Ettie  J. 
and  Cora.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  R.  Garber, 
now  living  in  Middleville,  Barry  County,  and  all 
of  the  children  are  giving  great  satisfaction  to 
their  worthy  parents  who  feel  that  in  these  young 
lives  they  are  renewing  their  youth. 


V 
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lOBEKT  B.  SHANK  is 


ood   tyjje  of  the 


men  that  the  city  of  Lansing.  Ingluim 
County,  is  |)roud  of  producing.  lie  was 
born  here  .lanuary  4,  IboO.and  hasieceived 
his  education  both  in  schcM)l  and  out  of  school  in 
this  city.  He  graduated  at  the  High  School  and 
soon  Mftei-  went  into  the  store  of  .1.  .1.  Sidway. 
grocer.  He  remained  with  him  foi-  live  years, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  bus'ine.ss  for  himself, 
stnitiug  out  in  liis  career  as  an  independent 
merch.-iiit  when  only  twenty  years  of  age.  He  h:is 
(•<nitiuuiil  ill  tliMt  line  ever  since.  He  has  occupied 
tlie  corner  store  of  the  Government  building  for 
the  past  twelve  years  and  is  certain,  Providence 
permitting,  to  occupy  it  at  least  two  years  longer 
.as  he  holds  the  lease  for  that  length  of  time. 

^fr.  .Shank  is  the  jiroprietor  of  the  largest  stajile 
Mud  fancy  gi'oceiy  liouse  in  Lansing.  He  also 
carries  on  a  fine  jobbing  trade  in  connection  with 
his  business,  having  in  his  employ  ten  men  and  a 
liook-keepcr.  His  beginning  in  this  line  was  very 
iiKidest.  as  lie  had  luit  small  capital  and  was  so 
young  he  could  not  presume  to  ask  for  heavy 
backing  However,  he  has  never  been  discouraged 
and  his  trade  h.as  grown  until  it  is  now  donlitless 
the  largest  in  the  city. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  assured  by  traveling  men 
who  are  constantly  visiting  the  largest  stores 
throughout  the  Slate  that  Mr.  Shank  is  doing  as 
large  a  luisiness  as  au\  house  in  the  State  of  Mich- 
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igaii.  wliii  are  (Icjing-  i\  strictly  groeerv  business 
tiiat  does  not  include  liquors  or  meats.  His  suc- 
cess has  been  assured  by  the  fact  that  he  deals  on 
a  strictly  ca.«h  basis.  >'ot  only  does  he  require 
cash  jjaynient  from  his  customers,  but  by  his  own 
prompt  cash  i)aynient!<  he  is  enabled  to  <>et  the 
best  articles  in  both  staple  and  fancy  goods  at  the 
lowest  prices.  He  enrries  a  very  larsje  line  of  tlie 
linest  stock  ;ni<l  his  store,  wliieh  has  a  twenty- 
seven  foot  froutajie  and  is  one  liuudred  and  thirty- 
five  feet  deep,  is  KUed  to  overflowing  witli  the 
choicest  supplies.  He  also  uses  the  cellar.  Oui 
subject  does  not  find  a  great  deal  of  time  for  secret 
societies  or  work  outside  of  his  legitimate  business. 
He  is.  however,  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  very 
jiopulai-  man  in  his  lodge.  He  has  been  Alderman 
for  the  Second  Ward  for  two  years,  having  for  his 
opponent  his  brother,  Dr.  Rush  J.  Shank. 

Mr.  Shank  has  a  very  pleasant  home  wliidi  i- 
located  on  Allegan  Street.  His  wife  was.  prior  to 
her  marriage,  a  Mis.s  Ella  Edwards,  a  daughter  of 
B.  F.  Edwards  of  this  city,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Reed  City.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized 
January  21,  1881.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of 
this  marriage.  They  are  by  name  Eva  and  Jessie, 
bright,vivacious  young  people  who  promise  to  equal, 
if  not  excel,  their  parents'  business  capacity.  Mrs. 
Shank  is  a  woman  with  progressive  ideas  and  ten- 
dencies. She  has  not  allowed  herself  to  be  isolated 
in  her  home  because  of  the  advent  of  her  little  ones, 
although  she  cares  for  them  most  tenderly.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Library  Cluli.  which 
has  lieen  instrumental  in  accomplishing  much 
good  in  the  city.  Both  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Shank 
are  nieniliers  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


"^ 
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C.    HEDGES,    a    prominent    pharmacist   of 

North    Lansing,  and    an   enterprising  and 

^V^    public-spirited  citizen,  was  born  in  Ovvosso, 

'k§J)     Shiawassee    County,    July    3L    1849,    and 

therefore    calls  the    Wolverine    State    his    native 

home.     His  father,  Joseph  L.    Hedges,  was  born  in 

Tiuxtoii.  N.  Y..  was  a  son  of  Lewis  Hedges,  a  Yer- 


monter  by  Ijirth.  who  removed  to  the  Empire 
State  many  years  ago  and  in  1824  came  to  Oak- 
land Coinitw  where  he  located  and  engaged  in  the 
business  of  a  tanner  and  ciu'rier.  He  there  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occuried  in  182(;. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  n  clothier  and 
manufacturer  (jf  woolens  in  Ponliac,  whence  he 
went  to  Kenton,  then  to  Owosso.  liecoming  one  of 
the  e;irly  settlers  there  in  1848.  He  entered  into 
paitnership  with  Daniel  (iould,  by  whom  he  suf- 
fered losses,  and  he  later  removed  his  woolen  mill 
to  Corunna.  where  he  continued  his  business. 
After  residing  there  for  some  time  he  removed 
first  to  Lansing,  tlien  to  Pontiac.  and  then  back 
again  to  Lansing.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  and  while  living 
in  Owosso  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

Emily  Colister  is  the  maiden  name  of  her  who 
became  the  mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  born 
in  Honeyoe,  X.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Colister,  who  came  from  Scotland  to  this  country 
wheal  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  became  an  early 
settler  near  Laingsburg,  taking  a  rough  farm  in 
Yictor  Town.ship,  Clinton  County,  and  devoting 
himself  to  its  improvement  and  culture.  She  was  a 
woman  of  earnest  religious  character  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
doctrines  and  practices  of  which  she  faithfully 
brought  up  her  four  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  youngest. 

When  young  Hedges  was  ten  years  old  he  went 
to  Corunna,  where  he  at  once  entered  the  woolen 
factory,  and  although  he  was '.so  young  he  learned 
the  business,  because  help  was  then  so  scarce  on 
account  of  the  war.  After  this  he  came  to  Lan- 
sing for  a  short  time  and  thence  went  to  Pontiac 
where  his  father  had  charge  of  the  Paddock  fac- 
tory, with  which  he  remained  until  it  was  organ- 
ized into  a. stock  company.  Judge  Paddock,  whose 
name  the  factory  bore,  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
Joseph  Hedges.  In  1868,  the  young  man  took 
charge  of  a  department  iu  tlie  factory,  superin- 
tending the  weaving  and  spinning  for  five  years, 
except  during  one  year  when  he  was  at  Plint, 
where  he  served  the  Stone  &  Willard  Mill. 

M'\  Hedges  came  to  Lansing  in  1873,  and  bought 
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;i  half  iiittrcst  in  a  di'iiu;'  store,  forming  a  partnei- 
sliip  with  ^Samuel  C.  Smith,  under  tlie  firm  name 
of  Smitli  ik  Hedges.  With  this  partner  as  an  ex- 
pert, he  set  to  work  to  learn  the  business,  and 
they  remained  togethei'  for  eighteen  months  when 
F.  I.  Moore  came  into  tlic  business  as  apartnerand 
remained  witli  him  until  .June,  lH79.at  which  time 
lie  changed  partners,  taking  Mr.  .J.  A.  lieck.  The 
firm  name  was  now  Hedges  it  Reck,  and  at  the 
time  of  tile  formation  of  that  partnership  the  busi- 
ness was  moved  into  the  stand  where  it  now  ex- 
ists, with  a  fine  line  of  general  drugs. 

At  the  time  ^Ir.  Hedges  started  in  business,  in 
1873,  he  had  l)een  intending  to  open  a  book  store 
in  Luilington,  and  had  purchased  a  stock,  but 
could  not  find  a  suitable  place  tiiere  and  in  order 
to  open,  decided  to  buy  a  drug  store  which  was 
then  standing,  and  to  its  stock  add  books  and  sta- 
tionery. Besides  the  stock  of  a  pharmacist,  our 
subject  and  his  partner.  Mr.  Reck,  handled  [lamts 
and  oils  and  other  incidental  goods  which  are  usu- 
ally found  in  a  lirst-class  store  of  this  kind,  lie 
has  prospered  so  as  to  place  his  family  in  a  pleas- 
ant home  at  No.  915  Washington  Avenue,  and  be- 
sides this  property  owns  two  other  residences. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hedges  to  Miss  Louisa  .1. 
Gibson  took  place  in  Lansing  in  1875.  This  lady 
is  a  native  of  tlie  Ein|)irc  State,  but  having  been 
brought  hither  in  early  childhood,  received  her 
girlhood  training  and  education  here.  Slie  was 
early  fitted  for  the  position  of  a  teacher  and  offi- 
ciated in  the  Lansing  schools  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage. Two  interesting  children  bless  this  home — 
Florence  and  .T.  Harold. 

The  interest  which  ^L-.  and  Mrs.  Hedges  have 
evinced  in  educational  matters  has  ever  been  a 
benefit  to  the  schools  of  Lansing,  and  for  five  years 
Mr.  Hedges  was  on  the  Board  of  Education,  during 
which  time  he  tilled  the  Chairmanship  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance.  He  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  in  whicli  organization  he  has  been  Sec- 
retary since  1879.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Michigan,  and  has  seen  steady  promotion  in 
the  order,  as  he  has  worked  his  way  from  Grand 
Sentry  through  the  line  to  Grand  Orator.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Modern    Woodmen    of  America,  in 


wliich  lie  holds  the  second  highest  office  in  the 
I'nited  States,  being  Head  Advisory  in  that  body. 
He  was  aTlelegate  to  the  meetings  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  Springfield,  111.  Besides  the  orders  just 
named  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. 

In  p(jlitics  .Mr.  Hedges  is  a  Republican  of  the 
ti'ue-blue  variety  and  adheres  to  that  party  "first, 
last  and  always.'"  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
fire  department  of  Lansing  since  1873,  and  is  Cap- 
lain  of  Department  No.  2.  His  excellent  wife  is 
an  earnest  and  efficient  nieinber  of  the  Jlethodist 
Episcopal  Chuveli.  The  hunter's  and  fisher's 
s|)orts  are  very  attractive  to  this  gentleman  and  in 
them  he  finds  a  needed  relief  from  the  perplexities 
and  cares  of  business  life. 


i^»^>>  >>  ^ 
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DWIN  II.  WHITNEY  is  Craiid  Scribe  of 
theCirand  Encampment  of  the  Independent 
'^  -'-'"  Order  of  Odd  Fallows  and  is  .also  the(irand 
Secretary  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  the  same  society. 
This  position  lie  has  held  continuously  since  1874, 
at  which  time  the  membership  numbered  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty,  there  being 
sixty-one  encampments  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  lodges.  There  are  now  four  hundred 
and  six  lodges  and  a  membership  of  twenty-two 
thousand. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
August  5,  1827.  His  father  was  Dennis  Whitney-, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  until  twelve  years  of  age 
our  suliject  lived  on  the  home  place.  Then  the 
family  moved  to  Niagara  Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  there 
the  original  of  our  sketch  received  his  education, 
first  attending  the  Allen's  Hill  (Ontario  County) 
Academy,  and  later  the  Royalton  Center  Academy 
of  Niagara  County.  After  that  he  remained  until 
1845  at  Royalton  Center  when  be  came  alone  to 
Pontiac,  Mich. 

Soon  after  his  advent  into  this  State  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  fortunate   enough   to  secure  a  position  in 
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the  oliicf  of  tlie  County  Treasurer.  He  remained 
there  fur  two  years  and  then  went  intu  the  County 
Registi'ar's  ottice,  where  lie  remained  tur  foiii' years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Lansing  in  lK.")l,and  this 
city  has  ever  since  been  liis  home.  On  eomiug 
here  lie  secured  a  position  in  tlie  State  Treasurer's 
ofliee  and  later  in  the  State  Land  Oltiee  until 
IS.JT. 

In  1K.")7  the  gentleman  ol'  wIhhii  we  are  writing 
went  to  Detroit  and  for  three  years  was  engaged 
in  the  luited  States  Custom  House  and  for  one 
year  was  luited  States  Marshal,  sharing  the  odiee 
with  K.  W.  Davis,  who  was  at  that  time  INIarshal. 
In  1861  Mr.  Whitney  returned  to  J^ansing  and 
transferred  his  interests  from  State  work  to  mer- 
chandise, dealing  in  the  hardware  business  until 
1877  when  he  sold  out.  Three  years  previous 
to  the  sale  of  his  hardware  interests  he  had 
been  elected  to  his  present  ottices  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  giving  his  attention  exclusively 
to  this.  The  city  bears  a  very  different  aspect  now 
from  what  it  did  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
made  his  entrance  here.  At  that  time  it  was  but 
partially  cleared  and  presented  for  the  most  part  a 
dreary  waste  of  stumps,  there  being  U)gs  in  every 
street.  He  purchased  land,  however,  which  he  was 
wise  enough  to  hold  and  now  has  a  valuable  tract 
and  a  very  pleasant  home. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  representing  the  Fourth 
Ward.  He  has  also  been  on  the  Board  of  F^duea- 
tion  for  the  same  length  of  time  and  representing 
the  same  w'ard.  Although  such  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fallows 
our  subject  is  also  a  Knight  Templar.  In  church 
relations  he  is  an  F^pi.scopalian,  having  been  a 
Vestrynian  for  some  time.  He  was  so  elected  on 
the  first  Board  in  \S;>.')  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  of  his  absence  in  Detroit  he  has  been  in 
service  for  twenty  years. 

Feeding  that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone  Mr.  Whitney  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jennie  Dodge,  of  Ypsilanti.  their  marriage 
being  .solemnized  May  17,  1859.  Since  that  time 
three  children  have  come  to  them.  They  have 
now  reached  the  estate  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  are  resjiected  and  honored  citizens.    The 


eldest    is  Edwin  D..  now  a   resident   of  Portland. 
(_)re.;  .lennie   ]i.  is  the  wife  of   W.  K.  Prudeii   and 

has  a  delightful  home  in  this  city;  Lewis  D.  is  also 
a  resident  of  tliis  citv. 


(JN.  MARCUS  M.  ATWOOl).  At  the  time 
I  ijj  when  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
Michigan  there  were  only  five  log  cabins  in 
what  is  now  Ingham  Township,  two  of 
which  were  upon  the  Atwood  Homestead,  and  seven 
families  constituted  the  population  of  the  town- 
sliii).  It  was  all  an  unbroken  and  dense  forest  and 
not  a  tree  had  been  felled  nor  a  sod  turned.  Indians 
were  scattered  all  about  and  wild  game  abounded 
and  here  they  endured  many  hardships  and  did 
thorough  and  genuine  pioneer  work. 

Mr.  Atwood,  who  is  a  lawyer  at  Dansville,  Ing- 
ham County,  was  born  in  Homer,  Cortland  County 
>C.  Y.,  January  3,  1826.  His  parents  were  Zenas 
and  Hulda  (Purinton)  Atwood,  natives  of  Frank- 
lin County,  Mass.,  where  they  passed  their  youth 
and  were  married.  Their  first  wedded  home  was 
in  (iratou,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y'.,  where  they 
settled  in  181.5  and  later  removed  to  Homer.  In 
1836  they  made  their  removal  to  Michigan,  he 
coming  early  in  the  spring  by  wa\-  of  the  lakes  to 
Detroit,  and  then  taking  ox-team  from  that  city  to 
the  new  homestead.  He  located  upon  eighty  acres 
of  (iovernnTJiit  land  in  Ingham  County,  and  built 
a  log  house,  to  which  he  brought  his  family  in  the 
fall.  Both  Mr.  and  Airs.  Zenas  Atwood  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  this  township,  remain- 
ing on  the  farm  most  of  the  time.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  in  October,  18;)l),and 
his  wife  survived  until  1875,  when  she  pas.sed 
.■iw.ay  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  plain  hard- 
working man,  who  was  faithful  in  all  his  duties 
but  was  not  one  who  accumulated  much  luoperty, 
neither  did  he  give  his  time  to  public  service,  ex- 
cept on  one  occasion  when  he  acted  as  Assessor  of 
his  township.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  even 
at  the  earl}-  date  previous  to  his  death,  and  was 
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man  of  firm  convictions.  Both  lie  and  his  wife 
were  active  and  efficient  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  lie  was  a  Deacon  from  the  date 
of  the  organization  of  the  Dansvilte  Church,  until 
his  death.  His  parents  were  New  lingland  people 
of  English  origin,  and  his  wife's  parents  came  from 
the  same  section  and  were  descended  from  English 
and  French  stock.  Joseph  Purinton,  his  wife's 
father,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  he  himself 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Eight  children  were 
granted  him  and  his  worthy  helpmate,  namel\  : 
Pearly,  Almira,  Lucy,  Horace,  Henry  P.,  Mei'cy  C, 
Martin  S.,  and  Marcus  M.,  the  two  latter  being 
twins. 

The  first  ten  years  of  our  subject's  life  were 
spent  upon  the  farm  in  New  York  and  lie  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan  in  1836,  remaining 
with  them  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen. 
After  leaving  home  lie  supplemented  the  studies 
which  he  had  taken  in  the  district  schools  by  at- 
tending the  Leoni  Institute  and  the  Grass  Lake 
Academy  in  Jackson  County.  Later  he  went  to 
Ann  Arbor  and  read  law  with  Norton  R.  Ramsdel, 
remaining  with  him  for  two  or  three  years.  He 
then  began  teaching  and  remained  for  twenty-two 
terms  at  the  teacher's  desk.  In  1852  he  settled 
down  upon  a  farm  in  Ingham  Township,  and  for 
several  years  gave  his  attention  to  farming  and  the 
rest  of  the  time  to  the  practice  of  law,  lieing  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Mason,  Mich.  In  1858  he  gave 
up  farming  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  en- 
tirely to  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Dansville.  Hav- 
ing won  the  confidence  of  the  people  he  now 
enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  is  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  courts  in  the  State.  Mr.  Atwood's 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  for  Zachary  Taylor.  His  earliest  official  po- 
sition was  that  of  township  Clerk  of  Ingham 
Township,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1849,  and  in 
1850  he  held  the  same  office  in  Stockbridge  Town- 
ship. 

In  1856  Mr.  Atwood  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Ingham  Township,  and  held  that  office 
for  twenty  consecutive  years,  although  he  did  not 
devote  himself  exclusively  to  it.  It  was  in  1860 
that  the  Democratic  party  elected  him  to  the  Michi- 
gan State  Legislature  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the 


same  office  in  1870.  He  served  in  both  sessions 
with  honor  to  himself  and  profit  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  During  the  first  session  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies  and  the 
Judiciary  Committee  and  in  the  last  session  he 
belonged  to  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs  and 
Elections.  He  has  been  for  thii-ty-three  yeai-s 
]  President  of  the  village  of  Dansville,  and  since  his 
service  in  the  Legislature  has  been  giving  his  en- 
tire attention  to  his  professional  duties.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and 
Commandery  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  order. 

The  lady  who  became  Mrs.  Atwood  in  the  month 
of  April  1863  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Louisa  J. 
Skadan.  Her  home  was  in  the  township  of  Ing- 
ham, this  county  and  she  was  born  in  Sennett, 
Cayuga  County,  December  25, 1836.  Her  parents, 
Samuel  and  Irene  (Shedon)  Skadan,  were  both  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State  who  settled  in  this  town- 
ship in  1840.  The  social  position  of  the  Hon.  M. 
M.  Atwood  and  wife  is  exceptionally  good  and 
their  home  is  the  center  of  a  true  and  genuine 
hospitality.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  village 
council  twelve  years  and  was  President  of  the  vil- 
lage eleven  years. 


t.}..;.^.^;- 
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AMES  H.  SIIAFER.  It  is  sometimes  thought 
by  superficial  people,  who  know  nothing  of 
agriculture,  that  no  special  intelligence  is 
I  required  to  till  the  .soil,  and  indeed,  if  the 
mechanical  work  were  all  that  is  necessary,  this 
would  be  so,  but,  as  in  every  branch  of  industry, 
the  thoughtful  and  logical  carrying  out  of  theories 
that  have  been  proved  by  experiment  and  science 
is  found  to  be  advantageous  and  to  the  profit  of 
the  farmer.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  of  the  class 
who  believes  in  progression  and  advancement.  He 
is  the  owner  of  ii  fine  farm  on  section  3,  of  Vevay 
Township,  Ingham  County,  and  although  a  general 
farmer,  devotes  himself  especially  to  the  work  of 
stock-raising. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  city  of  Mason,  Ing- 
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ham  County,  this  State,  July  11,  1849.  He  Is  the 
soil  of  George  AV.  and  Deborah  (Horten)  Shafer, 
natives  of  New  York.  The  father,  whose  home 
was  in  Mason,  owned  some  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  near  the  city,  so  while  our  subject 
lived  in  the  city  until  he  was  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  was  at  the  same  time  engaged  in 
farming.  He  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  appreciating  the  value  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  books  and  sciences  has  for  men,  he  made 
the  best  of  his  opportunities,  and  is  to-day  a  man 
of  culture  and  education. 

Mr.  Shafer's  marriage  took  place  November  8, 
1870,  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Lucy 
E.  Saxton,  a  daughter  of  N.  S.  and  Eliza  (Fuller) 
Saxton.  She  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
September  4,  1851.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York.  About  two  years  after  his  marriage 
31  r.  Shafer  went  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  where  he 
made  his  residence  for  some  two  years.  On  his  re- 
turn he  removed  to  the  farm,  and  has  here  since 
lived.  Although  our  subject  is  independent  in 
politics,  voting  for  the  man  that  he  thinks  best 
fitted  for  the  position  in  question,  his  sympathies 
have  been,  as  a  rule,  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  that  political  l)ody  has  received  the  weight  of 
his  vote  and  influence.  He  has  his  preference  by 
inheritance  as  well  as  choice,  as  his  father  was  also 
a  Republican.  In  1882  our  subject  received  the 
honor  of  an  election  to  the  i)0st  of  Supervisor  of 
Vevay  Township,  and  has  been  re-elected  to  the 
office  seven  times  since. 


yLFRED    WISE.     One    of    the    prominent 
men   in    the    city    of    Lansing,    Ingham 
County,  who  has  been  active   in  encour- 
^J5'  agii'g  industries  of  intrinsic  worth  to    the 

city,  as  well  as  the  upbuilding  and  perfecting  of 
older  institutions,  is  the  gentleman  whose  portrait 
appears  on  tlie  opposite  page.  By  ])arentage,  birth 
and  education  he  is  an  Englishman.  Tlie  place  of 
his  nativity  was  the  county  of  Kent,  England,  and 
his  natal  day  December  20,  1827.     He  received  liis 


education  in  England  and  came  to  the  Inited 
States  in  1849,  first  locating  iu  New  York  City. 
Thence  he  went  to  Ohio  and  in  1856  came  to  this 
eit3'  and  made  a  permanent  location,  engaging  as 
a  contractor  and  builder. 

Mr.  Wise  is  the  President  of  the  LTnion  Building 
ife  Loan  Association  and  also  President  of  the  city 
water  works  during  their  construction  and  for 
three  years  after  their  completion.  Considering 
the  age  of  the  place  he  is  an  old  settler  here  and 
taking  into  account  his  energy  has  accomplished  a 
very  great  deal  for  the  city.  At  an  early  day  he 
was  connected  with  the  building  of  many  of  the 
prominent  edifices  in  the  city,  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  that  line  until  1889.  In  the  meantime  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  was  given  to  the  erect- 
ing of  mills  for  the  making  of  sash,  doors  and 
blinds  and  also  planing  mills. 

When  our  subject  came  to  Lansing  it  was  a  mere 
village,  not  being  organized  as  a  city  until  1858. 
After  its  incorporation  as  a  city  Mr.  Wise  held  a 
number  of  minor  offices.  He  was  for  three  terms 
elected  as  Alderman  for  the  Fifth  Ward,  each  term 
being  for  two  years.  When  the  water  works  were 
erected  in  1885  our  subject  was  elected  President 
and  maintained  this  position,  being  also  General 
Superintendent  of  Construction  for  three  years.  A 
standpipe  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  height 
was  built.  He  also  superintended  the  putting  in 
of  the  mains  on  tlie  principal  streets,  which  en- 
tailed an  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money. 
Socially  Mr.  Wise  is  a  member  of  the  jNIasonic 
order,  in  Lodge  No.  33,  of  Lansing.  He  married 
Miss  P^lizalieth  Whitefield  of  Kent,  P^ngland,  their 
wedding  being  celebrated  Ma^-  13,  1849.  Two 
children,  who  are  still  living,  are  the  fruit  of  this 
marriage.  They  are  Samuel  Lord,  who  is  an  artist 
in  this  city,  and  William  AV'.,  who  is  engaged  iu  the 
manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds  in  Chicago, 
111.  Mr.  Wise  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist,  its  prin- 
ciples having  been  his  for  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  that  party  in  this  State  and 
never  fails  to  use  his  influence  in  this  direction. 
The  honor  has  been  paid  our  subject  of  a  nomina- 
tion to  the  Ma^'oralty  of  the  city.  He  has,  how- 
ever, declined  to  serve  iu  this  capacity,  his  private 
affairs  consuming  all  his  time.     He  has,    however, 
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acted  ii|)<in  the  Hoard  of  Ik-altli  aiul  in  tliif*  ca- 
|>ai-ily  lias  done  i-Hificiit  work.  Mr.  Wise  is  a  man 
of  tine  literary  ta.ste.s  and  i.s  the  owner  of  a  larue 
•ind  well-selected  library  that  cuniprisex  the  works 
of  the  standard  English  and  American  writers. 
His  beautiful  home  is  located  on  Townsend  Street, 
oiiposite  Central  Park,  one  t)f  the  finest  locations 
in  the  city  and  the  house  in  itself  is  perfect  in  all 
its  ap])ointnients  and  furnishinu. 

The  I  nion  Building  i^'  Loan  .Vs.sociation  of 
which  our  subject  is  President  was  orjianizcd  June 
1,  18«().  with  a  capital  stock  of  *1,(I(M),(I(mi.  Oiu- 
subject  as  one  ot  its  most  active  organizers  was 
elected  its  first  President,  the  other  officers  beino 
Xelson  Bi-adley  who  is  Treasurer  and  Mr.  K.  A. 
Claik.  who  lield  the  [losltion  of  .Secretary  for  two 
years.  lie  was  followed  b\  Mr.  K.  1.  Foster  who 
held  the  position  for  one  year.  Tlie  proeiit  in- 
cumbent of  the  po.sition  is  H.  ]).  P>artholomew.  who 
has  been  .Secretary  for  two  years.  Tlieii-  |>lace  of 
business  is  located  on  .Michigan  .V venue  and  they 
have  a  most  satisfactoiy  and  prosperous  local 
business. 


\ 


r^  KRT  .M.  (rOl  LI).  The  ••moulders  of  pub- 
lie  oiiinion"  in  Miciiigan  are  a  class  of  men 
of  whom  the  State  may  well  feel  proud,  as 
they  have  shown  themselves  citizens  of  value 
and  heliieis  in  every  jjlan  foi-  j^romoting  the  prep- 
ress and  welfare  of  the  State.  Even  the  younger 
members  of  tlie  news)jai)ei'  fraternity  in  the  Wol- 
verine State  while  the\'  have  not  had  the  experience 
and  perhaps  do  not  pos.se.ss  the  .sagacity  of  theii' 
older  brothers,  do  evince  a  spirit  of  enterjiri-se  and 
a  hearty  good  will  which  is  a  jjositive  factt>r  in  the 
development  of  our  reso\u'ces  and  a  stimulus  to 
progress. 

The  editor  of  the  Leslie  Local  was  boi'n  in  Tomp- 
kins Township,  .Jackson  County,  ]Mich..  October 
2(1,  1835.  His  worthy  parents,  (ieorge  and  Roann 
(Bannister)  (Tould.  wei^e  natives  of  New  York  who 
came  to  "Michigan    in    earh'    d.'ivs.     (ieoi'ire    (rould 


W'ast)nly  ten  yeai>  old  when  lie  .-iriix-ed  here  in  183.'), 
and  the  Noung  gii'l  who  wa>  destined  to  become 
his  wife  was  brought  there  by  her  |>arents  in  1837. 
Jn  Tompkins  Township  they  grew  to  maturits.  met. 
loved  and  wedded  and  there  they  still  live,  being 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  they  have  farmed  all 
their  lives,beginning  with  nothing  and  gaining  their 
excellent  farm  by  their  own  efforts.  ( )ur  subject's 
fatliei-  was  attached  to  the  Uepulilican  jiarty  until 
IV'ter  Cooper  oiigiiiated  the  (ireenback  party,  since 
which  time  lie  has  been  a  ( iieenbacker  and  a  labor 
maii.  For  several  terms  he  has  seived  his  fellow 
citizens  as  .lustice  of  the  Peace  and  he  is  a  promi- 
nent meniiier  of  the  .Mascuiie  order,  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  (dangers.  Three  children  constitu- 
ted his  householil;  Edgar.  Lert  and  Coi'a  M. 

I  poll  his  father's  farm,  young  (iould  grew  to 
manhood  taking  his  schooling  in  the  district  .school 
of  Tomijkins  Township,  .iack.son  County,  coming 
to  Leslie,  Ingham  (\>unty  to  take  his  High  .School 
course.  In  1883.  he  entered  the  ottice  of  the  Leslie 
Local  and  there  he  learned  the  |)rinter"s  trade,  |)re- 
|)aring  himself  inactically  and  thoroughly  for  the 
work  which  he  now  has  in  hand.  For  aliout  two 
years  he  read  law  in  the  olHce  of  F.  ('.  Woodworth 
but  before  being  admitted  to  the  liar  an  opening 
jiresented  itself  for  him  to  become  the  [n-opiie- 
tor  of  the  Local  and  he  at  once  seized  this  oppor- 
tunity which  was  directl\  in  the  line  of  his  inclin- 
ation- .-iiid  became  the  (iroprietor  and  editor  of  this 
jjaper.  His  first  connection  rt  itli  the  Local  in  this 
way  was  in  the  fall  of  I88(ias  he  entered  into  part- 
nershii)  with  Mr.  Woodworth  but  he  sub.sequenth 
purchased  the  entire  pajjer. 

Mr.  (iould  is  independent  in  politics  .'iiid  his 
|>aper  is  of  the  same  stripe,  lie  has  worked  up  a 
good  circulation  and  has  brought  himself  unaided 
to  the  excellent  position  which  he  now  holds.  IJe- 
sides  this  newspaper  business  he  finds  time  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  hisotlicc  as  Village  Clerk.  lie  has 
leached  the  third  degree  in  the  Free  and  Accepted 
.Masons  and  lieloiigs  to  the  Indejiendent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

\  happ\'  home  life  opened  before  our  subject. 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  December!!.  18,S(;. 
with  Miss  Nellie  Austin,  of  Leslie,  a  native  of  Le.s- 
lie  Township,  and  a   daughter   of  Thomas   Austin. 
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and  Ids  liappiness  has  been  clouded  only  by  the 
death  of  their  one  child,  little  Jay.  who  was  born 
October  15,  1887,  and  died  July  12.  1890.  Mr. 
Gould  gives  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  most 
useful  citizens  not  only  of  Leslie  but  also  of  Ing- 
ham County. 


y^!  ICHAEL  J.  :\IL'KRAY.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  Ma\  or  of  the  beautiful  city  of 
Mason,  the  county  seat  of  Ingham  County, 
■^  this  State.     He  is  also  station  agent  on  the 

Michigan  Central  road.  He  has  been  elected  to  his 
present  high  position  in  the  municipality,  not  be- 
cause of  n)onicd  influence,  but  because  of  fitness  for 
the  place  that  he  oct'u[)ies.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
town  should  jjlace  in  its  highest  offices  those  wht) 
by  liii-th  have  the  interests  of  the  locality  most  at 
heart,  and  as  our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  State, 
lie  naturally  takes  a  pride  in  its  welfare  that  an 
alien  would  nut  readily  feel.  He  was  born  at  Bat- 
tle Creek.  Midi..  Ajjril  1«.  1847.  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (Mc(iraw)  Murray,  natives  of  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Ann 
Arbor  where  they  were  married.  The  mother  came 
hither  to  Ann  Arbor  on  the  first  railroad  train 
that  ever  ran  into  the  city. 

Jlr.  ^lurray 's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm 
in  Livingston  County  which  his  parents  had  pur- 
chased upon  coming  into  this  State.  He  received 
a  good  common-School  education,  educational  ad- 
vantages being  a  feature  to  which  the  young 
State  early  devoted  herself  to  perfecting  as  fully 
as  possible.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  and  then  began  to  do  forliimself. 
Having  in  his  young  manhood  suffered  intensely 
from  rheumatism,  he  was  induced  toaliandon  farm- 
ing and  went  to Torcm to.  Canada,  at  wiiich  place  he 
attended  a  school  of  telegraphy,  after  which,  being 
an  expert  operator,  he  went  into  an  office  in  How- 
ell. Livingston  County.  Mich.,  where  he  finished 
Ills  practical  course,  and  became  a  night  operator, 
liolding  this  position  for  aliont  one  year. 

On  removing  to  Metamora,  Lapeer  County,  Mich. 


our  subject  became  station  agent,  in  which  place 
he  remained  for  thiee  years  in  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Central  railroad.  He  then  removed  to 
Colwell.  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  then 
again  moved  to  North  Lansing,  being  at  that  jjlace 
chief  clerk  for  the  Michigan  Central  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  While  there  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  L.  Merriam.  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sara 
Merriam.  She  was  born  in  Green  Bay,  Green  Bav 
County.  Wis.,  Septemlier  16,  1849.  Their  marriiige 
took  place  October  23,  187.5.  Three  years  later, 
Mr.  Murray  moved  to  Mason,  where  he  has  ever 
since  had  the  position  of  station  agent. 

Our  suliject  has  a  fine  residence  property  at  the 
corner  of  Oak  and  B.  Street,  worth  -S2.50U.  The 
home  is  comfortable  and  attractive  and  is  charm- 
ingly located  and  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  lawn 
and  fine  shade  trees.  Mr.  Murray  is  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  faith  and  following,  but  has  never  in- 
terested himself  in  politics.  The  post  that  he  now 
holds  was  unsought  and  unsolicited,  his  party  mak- 
ing him  a  candidate  t\)rtlie  Mayorality.and  he  has 
tilled  the  position  to  the  best  <if  his  aliility  since  that 
time,  having  been  re-elected  for  the  third  time,  and 
receiving  the  compliment  and  honor  the  Last  time 
of  a  greater  majority  than  at  either  prcceeding 
elections.  ^Mr.  Murray  has  ever  been  ready  out  of 
his  means  and  substance  to  help  those  in  troulile 
or  need,  making  the  gift  a  gracious  one  by  the  kind 
and  sympathetic  words  that  accompanied  it.  He 
has  never  been  able  to  lay  by  any  amount  of  this 
world's  goods  liecause  of  the  fact  tliat  he  has  always 
found  some  one  who  needed  wjiat  was  not  neces- 
sary to  himself. 


^^O 


ilj'^^^jEV.  CHARLES  U.  BEALE,  pastor  of  the 
I'lymouth  Congregational  Church  of  Lan- 
sing, Ingham  County,  is  a  man  of  high 
attainments.  Of  a  finely  and  delicately 
balanced  nature,  spiritually  and  morally,  lie  has 
always  taken  the  highest  stand.  A  man  of  fine 
education  and  good  address,  he  is  fitted  as  an  ora- 
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toi-  to  in'ifVct  llif  u()od  work  tlial  his  example  as  a 
Cliristiau  sets  before  liis  people.  Besides  eng-auiii"' 
ill  pa-itornl  work  lie  is  Secretary  of  tlie  Beacon  Piili- 
lisliniii'  t'oiiiiJauy.  is  editor  of  the  |)aper  entitled 
T/tfi  Beacon,  which  i>  a  journal  devoted  to  Ihc 
interests  and  growth  of  the  Coiioreoatioiial  cliuichi's 
in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Our  >iihject  was  liorn  in  I'atcliogue,  L.  1..  N.  Y.. 
Auuust  20.  1 «;")!.  Mis  fatlier  was  Prof.  David  B. 
lleale.  also  a  native  of  the  same  place  with  our  sub- 
ject, as  wa^  his  wife.  Tlie  l.eales  came  from  Eng- 
land nlxiul  1 7011.  ( )ur  Milijcct's  paternal  grand- 
tathei'.  Milliani  lieah'.  ua>  a  farnierin  Long  Island 
and  there  die(i  in  18;");').  Prof.  Beale.  our  suViject's 
father,  was  a  teacher  and  was  the  gieater  ])ortion 
of  his  life  employed  in  educational  work.  He  was 
Sujierintendent  of  a  number  of  schools.  l)ul  his 
distinction  as  an  educator  was  attained  at  the  pri- 
vate academy  of  wliich  lie  was  l^residenl  at  North- 
port.  L.  I.  It  was  called  Hillside  Seminary.  When 
a  young  man  in  the  early  part  of  1862  he  enlisted 
.MS  a  Sergeant  in  C'oin|)an\  I.  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Infantry  and  was  in 
the  campaign  of  the  James  River,  when  his  liealtli 
failed.  He  received  his  discharge  while  yel  in 
hospital  after  two  years'  service  and  on  returning 
to  his  home  continued  conducting  his  private 
school.  The  last  four  years  of  his  life  lie  had  to 
retire  from  active  duty  and  made  his  home  with 
our  subject.  He  died  July  t.  1876.  at  a  jiienic. 
immediately  after  his  son  had  delivered  an  address, 
having  .strained  himself  in  getting  into  a  wagon 
to  return  home.  For  many  \ears  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  ('ongregational  Clniicli  and  oHic- 
i.ited  as  ;i   lay   preacher. 

(hir  subject's  mf)tlier  was.  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage. Miss  Esther  Hallock  and  born  in  Smith- 
town,  L.  I.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Hal- 
lock,  a  native  of  the  s.ame  locality  and  was  des- 
cended from  Peter  Hallock,  said  to  be  the  first 
white  settler  from  Connecticut  on  Long  Island. 
They  trace  their  ancestry  to  the  founders  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony  and  back  to  England.  Thomas 
Hallock  was  a  farmer  and  a  well-informed  and  able 
man.  Mrs.  Beale  resides  with  her  sons.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  had  been  married  jirevious  to  his 
union    with    the    |)resent    Mrs.   Beale   and    by    that 


marriage  he  was  the  father  of  six  rhildnn.  The 
.second  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  lour  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  .second  one  of  these. 
Two  of  the  brothers  of  the  family  served  through 
the  Civil  War.  one  ha  ving  been  made  a  Lieutenant, 
another  enlisting  .'it  sixteen  and  serving  through- 
out the  war. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  rc<'eive<l  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  under  his  father,  graduating 
at  the  Hillside  Acadenn  when  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  then  assisted  his  fathei-  in  the  charge  of 
the  school  by  becoming  one  ol'  the  teachers  and 
afterward  w.is  caUed  to  the  ]iositioii  of  Principal 
of  the  Bayport  .school,  where  he  remained  fur  two 
years.  While  there  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
the  ^lethodist  Episcoi)al  Church.  lia\ing  joined 
that  body  in  1871)  as  a  ])robationer  and  in  188(1 
uniting  with  that  body  in  full  iiiemlieishi|i.  In 
187;')  he  became  pastor  at  (iood  (iround,  L.  I.,  and 
remained  tliei-e  for  two  years.  He  was  the  incum- 
bent of  his  ni'xt  ch.'irge  for  three  \  ears  ;nid  then 
went  to  liockville  Ceutei'  where  he  reniaiiied  for 
one  \ear.  The  next  yeai'  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Carroll  Park  (  liiir(  h  in  Brooklyn  and  in  1882  he 
withdrew  fiom  the  .Methodist  Epi.scopal  Church 
and  came  to  Michigan  where  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational Assoc-iation.  He  organized  the  church 
at  Cadillac,  Mich.,  and  erected  an  edifice  there.  In 
till' spring  of  188(i,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Church,  Lansing.  In  1888  he  was  one  of 
the  number  to  org.inizc  the  Beacon  Publishing  Com- 
pany which  had  originally  been  published  in  De- 
troit. Removing  the  business  to  Lansing  it  has 
since  been  carried  on  in  this  city.  He  is  the  .Secie- 
tary  of  the  company  and  editor  of  the  organ  which 
has  changed  its  form  from  a  folio  to  a  ([uarto 
journal.  It  is  a  weekly  jiaper  which  enjoysa  good 
circulation,  having  increased  from  two  thousand 
to  thirty-tive  hundred  since  he  has  liad  charge. 
Mr.  Beale  is  a  iiienibcr  uC  the  lvxecuti\'c  Com- 
mittee on  home  luissious  of  the  .Slate  of  Michigan, 
being  .Secretary  of  this  commiltee.  In  fact  everv 
ox)od  work  tliat  promises  to  help  humanity  appeals 
to  his  large  and  generous  heart.  The  Rev.  .Mr. 
Beale's  first  marriage  took  place  at  Uowayton. 
Conn..  June  11,  1880,  at  which  time  he  was  united 
to  .Miss   Marv  E.  .Smith.     She  died    in    Roekx  ille 
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CcnU'r.  ii'fiviiii;  to  lier  iK'ivavt'd  husliaiid  <iiu' fliild. 
a  son.  Arthur  S.  His  second  maniaye  was  made 
with  Miss  I.uev  .M.  Reeve,  wlio  is  a  native  of  Loni>- 
Island  and  a  dautfhter  oi  the  IJev.  11.  F.  Heeve.  a 
minister  in  the  iletliodist  Epi'setipal  Church.  The 
marriage  of  our  suliject  and  his  wife  was  solemn 
iy.ed  at  Sat;  ilarlioi.  1,.  I.,  in  1H«7.  Mr.  Beale  is 
independent  in  politics,  lielieving'  it  not  only  right 
hut  politic  to  \dle  for  the  man  best  fitted  to  till 
ihe  ottici'  in  ipiestion  I'ather  than  a  man  who  i^ 
the  tool  of  unseiupuk>us   |)oliticiaus. 

Since  coming  to  Lansing  our  subject  has  had  a 
<'all  from  the  Congregational  Churcli  at  Madison. 
Wis.,  but  prefers  to  remain  here,  feeling  that  he 
has  work  of  the  highest  importance  at  ^Michigan's 
cniiital  city. 


;  [AMES  TOlilAS.  Happy  is  the  man  who  has 
lived  a  long  lifi'  that  has  been  characterized 
by  u|)rightness  of  pui|)ose.  integrity  of 
principle  and  whose  high  mental  and  moral 
standing  is  gratefidly  lecognized  by  his  fellow- 
men.  Such  a  man  is  .lames  Tobias  and  the  pnli- 
lishers  of  this  Ai.r.i  \i  would  fail  of  theii-  pui-pose 
of  lecoriling  lives  tliat  h.-ive  been  nsefid  and 
worth\  of  note  were  they  to  omit  mention  of  his 
suece.ssfnl  career.  Ingham  (  <iunt\  jiroudly  claims 
liim  as  one  of  her  best  and  most  enteriirising  citi- 
zens, .-iml  he  is  the  foi'tunate  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  on  sect  ion  'ifi.  LansingTownship.  Hy  a  [iropei' 
rotation  of  ciops  the  land  has  been  brought  to  a 
high  degree  of  cidtivation.  Avhile  various  buildini;s 
ha\'e  been  erected  such  as  best  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  agriculture. 

The  i>arents  of  Mr.  Tobias  were.lulins  and  Lauia 
Tobias,  native^  of  the  .State  of  Oliio.  Their  son 
.lames  was  born  in  Medina  County,  that  State,  Oc- 
tober 2o.  1m;^2.  and  at  the  early  age  of  thiee  years 
he  was  orphaned  liy  the  death  of  his  mother. 
He  was  then  given  to  the  care  of  .Mrs.  Sinn m 
Van  Osdall,  who  was  always  devoted  and  kind  to 
him.  He  attended  .school,  acquiring  a  common- 
schiMil  education  .'nid  during  the  inb'rvals  of  stud\ 


assisted  his  fester  father  on  the  farm.  .Vt  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  was  api)renticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  after  the  term  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship had  exjjired  he  followe(I  his  trade 
until  1K6(I. 

On  Deeemlier  (i.  l«.").j.  .Mr.  Tobias  and  .Miss  .hine 
Buchanan  were  united  in  marriage;  the  bride  was 
a  daughter  of  .lohn  lUichanan.  of  .Vshlaiid  County. 
Ohio.  .She  died  in  1«72  leaving  three  chihlren. 
who  are  still  living:  .lohn. I.  married  Mattie  Fostei' 
and  resides  in  Williaiuston.  .Mich.;  Rachel  .Vdella 
became  the  wile  of  .Vdelbert  .Moore  and  also  makes 
her  Innne  in  Williaiuston;  Ida  M.  is  single  and  is 
a  teacher  by  profession,  although  at  jn-esent  she  is 
an  art  student.  .Vftei-  remaining  a  widower  until 
1880  Mr.  Tobias  was  happily  wedded  on  .lune  '2X 
to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ivsthei- 
.).  .Mead.  She  \va.s  the  widow  of  Austin  Barker.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  \'ork.  'This 
estimable  lady  presides  with  dignity  over  the  ele- 
gant home  of  her  husband  and  by  her  gi'acious 
ways  wins  friends  of  all  wlio  meet  hei-. 

The  careci-  of  ^Ir.  Tobias  is  certainly  worthy  of 
emulation,  as  he  started  in  life  without  a  dollar  and 
by  persistent  industry  has  attained  to  a  coinfort;\- 
ble  competency.  His  farm  being  only  (uie  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  city  limits  of  Lansing  is  very 
X'aluablc  piopertv.  furnishing  at  the  same  time  all 
the  advantages  of  city  life  and  the  comforts  of  :\ 
rural  abode.  In  political  matters  he  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  .and  lanks  high 
in  the  councils  of  his  party.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  l{<iyal  Arcanum,  and  Lodge  No.  38.  F.  A' 
.\.  .M..  of   L.-i Using. 


CORTLAND  B.  STKBBIN.S.  Prominent  among 
,  the  manufacturing  men  of  Lansing  is  the 
gentleman  whose  n.'ime  we  have  just  gi\-en. 
He  is  \'ice-President  of  tiie  Lansing  \Mieelbarro\\ 
Works,  and  an  old  and  honored  resident  of  this  city, 
to  which  he  came  in  1S.")7.  He  was  born  in  Will- 
iamstown.  <  >raiirre  (  <innt\ .  At..  FelirnaiN    17.  isr2. 
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and  is  the  son  of  Bliss  Stebbins,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts who  went  to  Vermont  when  young,  and 
married  !Miss  Betsey  Cok',  of  Clermont,  N.  Y.  He 
was  by  occupation  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
life,  what  was  then  known  as  a  clothier — that  is,  he 
niaile  n  business  of  dressing  cloth  that  had  lieen 
woven  by  farmers.  His  death  took  place  in  1^<2(;, 
and  he  left  a  family  of  live  children.  The  only  one 
now  living  besides  oui'  subject  is  Francis  R.,  who 
is  a  leading  dealer  in  cnrpets  and  general  liouse 
furnishing  goods  at  Adrian.  >Iieli.  A  good  educa- 
tion was  given  to  his  children  by  this  faithful 
father  and  every  opportunity  that  lay  in  his^jower 
given  them  to  become  proficient  in  the  best  branches 
of  learning. 

When  fourteen  _\ears  of  age  our  subject  was  as 
competent  to  teach,  except  for  government,  as  any 
teacher  in  tliat  part  of  the  country,  but  after  this 
he  took  a  few  terms  at  an  academy.  Before  he  was 
twenty-one  he  began  writing  for  papers,  bringing 
out  botli  prose  and  poetr_y,  Itut  lujt  being  able  to 
complete  his  education,  he  ajjprenticed  himself  to 
a  cabinet-maker  and  became  an  accomplished 
workman  in  four  years. 

The  year  after  reaching  iiis  majority  Mr.  .Steb- 
bins received  an  office  under  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Legislature  which  he  held  for  four  years 
under  succeeding  administrations.  It  was  a  pecu- 
liar way  in  which  he  came  into  this  office,  as  he  had 
not  planned  to  make  an  effort  in  that  direction, 
but  a  report  got  abroad  the  day  before  Legislature 
met  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  mes- 
senger to  the  Governor  and  Council,  ujkiu  the  anti- 
Masonic  ticket.  He  was  much  surprised,  but  upon 
due  consideration  concluded  he  might  as  well  run 
fo  the  office,  for  if  he  did  not  he  would  get  the 
credit  of  being  defeated,  and  so  he  made  a  short 
but  gallant  run  for  the  place  and  received  it.  Mr. 
L.  B.  Vilas,  father  of  Secretary  Vilas  of  Wisconsin, 
was  at  that  time  Secretary  to  the  Governor  and  lie 
and  the  Governor  both  gave  their  influence  for 
the  young  man.  Aftei-  lu)lding  this  position  for 
four  years  he  decided  to  go  AVest.  and  ms  AVest  in 
those  days  was  not  as  near  the  I'acific  as  it  is  uom" 
he  settled  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  in  the  fall  of  IXSC,  and 
for  several  months  studied  law  thei-e. 

In  1837    Mr.    Stebbcns  was  united    in  marriage 


with  Susan  E.  Burley  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  soon 
after  marriage  they  came  to  Michigan  and  made 
their  home  in  Adrian,  where  Mr.  Stelibins  went  into 
the  furniture  business,  in  wliich  for  several  years 
he  was  associated  with  his  brother.  In  184  4  lie 
began  editing  the  Michigan  Expositor,  a  Whig 
paper  which  he  carried  on  for  four  3'ears  and  part 
of  that  time  conducted  a  weekly  temperance  paper. 
Previous  to  the  election  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore  he 
was  the  first  man  in  the  United  States  to  place  the 
name  of  Fillmore  at  the  head  of  his  columns  as  can- 
diilatc  for  the  Presidency.  During  that  adminis- 
tration, and  after  Fillmore  came  into  power  through 
the  death  of  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  iStebbins  became 
Special  Agent  of  the  I'ostotHce  Department  by 
appointment  under  Fillmore  and  in  order  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  that  position  he  sold  out  the  fur- 
niture business  to  his  brother  and  served  in  the 
Postottice  Department  until  the  close  of  Fillmore's 
administration. 

After  he  had  closed  his  official  duties,  his  wife, 
who  had  been  his  companion  for  many  years,  died 
in  1854,  and  by  his  next  marriage  he  was  united 
with  Miss  Eliza  Smith  of  Adrian.  In  the  j-ear  of 
18,57  he  removed  to  Lansing  to  edit  the  Lansing 
Republican,  and  July  1,  1858,  he  entered  the  office 
of  Public  Instruction,  being  the  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  which  position  he 
held  for  twenty  years  under  five  different  superin- 
tendents. After  leaving  that  office  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  contented  himself  with  the  general 
oversight  of  business. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  company  which  organized  the 
Wheelbarrow  Works,  being  an  original  stock- 
holder and  Director  and  the  Vice-President  from 
its  inception,  his  son  being  also  Superintendent  for 
several  years.  This  business  has  been  excellently 
managed  and  has  been  subject  to  steady  growth 
until  it  now  ranks  among  the  largest  institutions 
of  the  kind  in  the  country.  He  is  also  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Lansing  National  Bank,  as  well  as  in 
the  gas  work.-*.  In  1865  he  purchased  the  property' 
at  No.  21  It,  Capitol  Avenue,  N..  and  has  remodeled 
and  rebuilt  this  residence  until  he  now  has  a  lieau- 
tiful  and  commodious  home  which  is  an  ornament 
to  that  part  of  the  city.     His  wife  died  in  the  win- 
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tci-  uf  l.SJSS.  IcMvina  tliicf  chilili-fii.  'I'liey  wort' 
iiMiiicd.  Arthur  C.  wlio  is  Siipi'iiiitt'iKlent  ol'  tlic 
WlioclliaiTow  Works;  Snsaii  K.  ;\ii(l  liliss.  wlio  is 
iKiw  IrnxfliiiL;  Un-  llic  coniiijinx  anil  isaliout  Iwt'iity- 
five  years  of  agf.  IJurinu'  tlio  activity  of  tlu' 
^Sft'clianics  Mutual  Protection  Society  lie  was  a 
nienilier  of  that  lioily  anil  evei' since  his  early  youth 
he  has  lieen  ideutitieil  with  tlu'  t'on<ire<iational 
Church.  lie  has  always  been  a  stron;)' advocat<'  of 
tein|ierance  measures  anil  is  willini;'  at  any  lime  to 
aid  in  prouioliua' measures  wiiicli  look  to  the  nioial 
and  l)usiness  uiihuildini;  of  Lansinu. 


Ill 


^^  ]A',\-'All'  lUJOW  X.  Amoni;  the  Carmei-s  of 
'^fLl  I  Wliite  ( )ak  Townshi|i.  we  are  pleased  to 
li  mention  the  gentleman  whose  name  we 
have  just  giveu.  who  is  a  native  of  Ing- 
ham ro\vnshi|j.  Ingham  County,  where  he  was  horn 
in  imi.  He  i>  of  Kuglish  parentage,  his  father. 
.1.  W.  Brown.  h:i\ing  liei'U  liorn  .Septemlier  lit.  \H\  1. 
in  (J  real  Ihitain.  whence  he  reino\ed  to  New  York 
and  ■  afterward  lo  Michigan,  making  his  home  in 
Oakland  County.  In  the  family  there  were  six 
children,  equally  dixided  hetween  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. His  wife,  .lane  Uurgess.  was  .American  li\- 
l)irth.  New  York  being  her  native  State  and  she 
was  there  horn  I''eliru:iry  '27.  \X\>^.  Her  marriaii'e 
with  .Mr.  lirown  took   place  .January   12.  IK;!?. 

Co  these  parents  were  born  two  daughleis  and 
three  »ons.  namely:  Klizabeth.  who  was  burn  .lann- 
ary  22.  IK3X.  and  married  C.  1'.  Osboi-n  and  is  the 
mother  of  fovu'  children.  Samnel  K.  was  born 
October!).  is:i!l,  and  married  Addie  Ilibbs.  who 
has  out  child  and  resides  in  the  .State  of  Washint;- 
ton;  Kmily  .1..  was  born  .March  2;').  1H42.  and  also 
lives  in  Washington,  and  our  >ubjecl,  wIk)  was  the 
ff)urth  in  order  of  age  and  was  born  .March  22.  \^H. 
while  the  yoiuigest  brother.  .lose|ih  K..  whose  birth 
occurred  .V\igust  21.  IH.")0.  is  established  in  a  home 
of  his  own  with  a  wife  whii>e  ni;iiilen  n.anu'  was 
Minnie  Putnam. 

Mr.  Ill-own  w;is  b<,rn  M.arch  22.  I.si4.  He  mar- 
lied  Miss  S.  .1.  I. owe.  and    bi  Ihcm  wa>    liorn    upon 


the  ilth  of  .May.  ISIJH.  a  son.  Kdward  .1.  ISrown. 
Our  subject  is  a  man  who  is  nniversally  i-e- 
spected  as  an  honorable  farmer  and  business  man. 
He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Methodist  Hi)isco- 
pal  Church  and  are  active  in  seivice  in  its  behalf, 
being  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  building'  up  its 
interests. 

.1.  Brown,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  w.as 
born  in  Kngland.  November  2.  17H7.  and  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  October  lit.  li^ll'.i.  with  .Vnii  \\;ird. 
who  was  born  October;).  ITT'.t.  This  progenitor 
came  to  America  in  1827.  anfl  made  his  home  in 
the  West,  dying  in  Ingham  Townshiii.  in  IMIl. 
His  wife  died  in  Walled  Lake,  Oakland  County,  ex- 
piring Novemlier  2U.  IHiJO,  having  outlived  her 
husband  some  nine  years,  and  being  then  past  her 
three-score  \eais  and  ten.  Oui'  subject  is  doiiii;'  a 
general  farming  business,  and  has  tine  stock.  He 
built  his  new  home  in  I  S.sn  and  his  excellent  barn 
eight  years  later.  He  devotes  himself  entirely  t<i 
the  pursnit  of  liis  business  and  has  steadfastly  de- 
clined to  hi)ld  any  of  the  count\'or  townsliip 
oHices.  He  belongs  to  the  order  of  the  Patrims  of 
IndnstiN  and  in  his  political  views  is  strongly  Ue- 
publican.  as  he  claims  that  the  part\-  which  snp- 
ported  the  administration  through  the  awful  davs 
of  the  Civil  War  should  now  receive  the  supjiort 
of   loval  men. 


^^.^^^^.^^^ 


ES.  ISATKS.  ex-Chief  of  Police  and  .Marshal 
of  Lansing  and  ex-I)e])Uty  Sheriff  of  Ing- 
ham  (  ouiity,  was  born  in  Manlius.  Onon- 
daga (  oiintx.  \.  v..  .March  II.  IMIS.  His  father. 
ICli  T..  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  his 
grandfather.  Daniel  I).,  of  .Springlield.  .Mass..  at 
line  lime  in  his  life  lived  in  (ieorgia.  where  he 
owned  sla\es.  lint  as  this  was  contrary  to  his  love 
of  freedom,  he  liberated  them.  He  w-ent  to  Onoii- 
dau.'i  (  (Uint\  in  ixosi.  where  he  worked  at  his  tr.ade 
as  a  wagonmaker.  In  .lanuary.  IH*!;').  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Stoekbridiie.  Ingham 
( Dunty.  where  he  worked  .al  his  trade  until  about 
the  time  <<\'   his  death  in    l««;i.      Duiiui:    the    Civil 
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War  he  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Sixty-first  New 
York  Regiment  as  a  nurse,  and  served  for  two 
years  in  the  hospital,  after  which  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  ph^-sical  disaliility. 

The  fathei'  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  New 
^'ork  and  became  a  painter  liy  trade,  and  being 
musical  in  his  tastes  and  education,  also  taught 
music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  with  his  father  in  the  Sixty-first  Regiment 
New  York  Infantry,  and  served  for  tliree  years, 
after  which  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second 
New  York  ^^eteran  Corps  as  Sergeant.  At  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  captured  and  sent 
to  Andersonville  Prison,  wliere  lie  spent  eight 
months  and  three  days.  He  was  then  paroled,  lint 
liis  liealth  had  l)een  so  brolfcn  down  by  the  hard- 
ships and  agonies  of  that  period  of  imprisonment 
that  lie  died  nine  days  after  reaching  home,  pass- 
ing away  .lanuary  1, 186.5.  The  biogiajilier  pauses 
in  liis  narrative  to  lay  a  tribute  of  grateful  appre- 
ciation upon  the  graves  of  such  as  he,  who  in 
those  terrible  Soutliei-n  prisons  sacrificed  so  mucli 
in  loyalty  to  the  old  flag. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Laura  Helmer 
in  her  maidenhood,  and  was  born  near  Kendall- 
ville,  Noble  Count}-,  Ind.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Ilelmer,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  Indiana.  She 
still  resides  in  Stockbridge,  Ingham  County,  where 
she  is  an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  to  which  her  husband  was  also  at- 
tached. Of  their  four  children  three  were 
daughters  and  one  a  son,  and  of  them  three  are 
now  living,  our  subject  being  the  oldest  of  the 
family.  When  only  thirteen  years  old,  this  boy 
had  to  take  care  of  the  family  because  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  gone  to  the  war,  and  lie  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  grocery-  store  at  Manlins  until 
he  enlisted  in  November,  1864,  although  not  vet 
sixteen  years  old,  in  Company  F.  Second  New 
York  Cavalry,  going  from  Rochester  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Custer. 

The  regiment  to  which  young  Bates  belonged 
spent  the  first  season  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
They  went  up  .and  down  th.at  valley  until  the 
poor  hoy  froze  liis  feet,  and  was  afterward  taken 
down  with  ty))hoid  fever  and  sent  to  Park  Hospi- 
tal at  Baltimore.     In  the  meanwhile  he  had  taken 


part  in  numerous  skirmishes  and  saw  the  smoke  of 
Imttle  at  New  Market,  Rudti's  Hill,  Fisher's  Hill 
and  Manchester.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  July,  1865.  and  came  liome.  It  was  not 
long  before  he  decided  to  come  West  and  brought 
witli  liiin  the  family,  locating  at  Stockbridge, 
where  lie  engaged  witli  liis  grandfather  in   wagon- 

;   making.     He  continued  tliere  until  1872. 

Upon  coming  to  Lansing,  tlie  young  man  en- 
tered the  employ  of  W.  S.  Holmes,  and  for  quite 
a  while  traveled  for  him,  i)ushing  the  sale  of 
pianos  and  organs.  He  then  became  a  policeman 
in  the  city  about  the  year  1883,  and  served  for 
one  year  in  North  Lansing.  He  then  acted  as  en- 
gineer for  four  years  at  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
after  which  lie  became  Deputy  County  Sheriff, 
under  11.  ().  Call,  of  M.ason.  After  this  he  w.as 
appointed  City  Marshal  and  Chief  of  Police  in 
1H89,  and  after  serving  one  year  he  started  in  the 
grocery  business  here  in  June,  189(1.  lie  is  the 
only  private  detective  in  North  Lansing  and  has 
worked  up  some  remarkable  cases,  notably  that  of 
Carl  Keroski.  He  is  the  man  who  was  successful 
in  bringing  the  nuirderers  of  the  Diamondale 
tragedy  to  justice.  He  had  the  case  in  hand  only 
from  Sund.ay  night  until  Monday  morning,  and 
had  gained  possession  of  the  man  and  had  his 
identity  jiroven.     The  man  had  come    here  from 

I  Green  Bay,  and  thought  that  he  was  safe,  but  he 
"reckoned  without  his  host,"  as  he  did  not  know 
Mr.  Bates'  wonderful  detective  abilities.  He  has 
arrested  a  great  many  men,  and  has  probably  done 
more  in  the  detective  line  than  any  man  in  J>an- 
sing,  but  he  has  never  used  firearms  but  once.  He 
unearthed  a  gang  at  Mullikau  for  whom  the  of- 
ficers had  long  been  seeking.  He  now  devotes 
himself  to  a  considerable  extent  to  his  gro- 
cery business  in  which  Mr.  F.  1.  ^loore  is  a  part- 
ner. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  lias  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  Lansing,  and  in  it  niaj-  be  found  his 
talented  and  intelligent  wife,  and  one  child,  Don 
aid.  He  was  married  July  1,  187(),  in  I'nadilla 
Livingston  County,  and  Mrs.  Bates,  who  bore  the 
name  in  mnidenliood  of  Floia  Mclntyre,  was  .a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  and  after  I'ompleting  her  edu- 
cation taught  for  some  nine  years.     She  is  an  ear- 
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nest  worker  in  the  ^Methodist  Kinseopal  C'luireli. 
and  both  she  and  lier  husband  are  most  liighly  re- 
garded in  Ihe  social  circles  of  Lansinir.  Mr.  Bates 
Is  identified  with  the  Iiulepcndciit  Order  of  ( )d<l 
Fellows,  the  Koyal  Arcanum,  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Foiesters  and  the  (irand  ,Vrmy  of  the  Ivepublic. 
He  .stands  hi<ih  as  a  Kepubliean  and  is  often 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  city  and  county  co-nveii- 
tions. 


-^ 


-4- 


/OHN  N.  BUSH,  wlio  has  been  one  of  the 
largest  contractors  in  the  city  of  Lansing, 
Ingham  County,  but  who  has  now  retired 
from  active  business,  is  a  representative  of 
an  old  Jersey  family  who  are  well  known  for  their 
patriotic  sentiments.  Their  family  history  is  re- 
plete with  incidents  that  redound  to  the  honor  of 
the  various  members  of  the  family  because  of  their 
loyalty  to  their  country.  Mr.  Bush  was  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers  in  Lansing  and  a  pioneer.  He 
was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  January  21, 
1821,  .aud  although  he  has  reached  the  three-score 
years  and  ten  allotted  by  Scripture,  he  is  still  hale 
with  unfailing  faculties,  and  has  never  been  sick  a 
day  in  his  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Oliver  Bush,  born 
in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  John  Bush,  also  of  New  Jersey.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  that  State,  and  there  died.  Oliver 
Bush,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  mason  by  trade, 
and  employed  himself  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling 
until  his  decease.  Very  young  in  life,  in  1810,  he 
located  in  Seneca  County.  N.  Y.  Later,  in  18211. 
he  located  in  Mason.  ^lurray  Township,  Orleans 
County,  but  five  years  later  made  a  trip  to  Michi- 
gan and  worked  for  a  time  at  his  trade  in  Detroit. 
While  thus  engaged  he  had  an  opportunity-  of 
learning  something  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  was  so  pleased  with  what  he  saw  and 
heard,  that  he  returned  to  New  York  the  same  fall, 
and  the  following  spring  brought  hisf.amily  to  De- 
troit. For  a  time  he  remained  in  the  city.  l)Ut  in 
the  fall  of  1826  he  located  in  Ypsilanti,  dividing 
his  time  between  working  at  his  trade  and  huntincr 


and  trapjiing  which  must  indeed  at  that  time  have 
been  a  f.ascinatiiig  occuiiation. 

Whether  the  father  felt  that  there  were  here  so 
few  advantages  for  his  childi'en  or  wlietlier  he  was 
tired  of  combating  with  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life  the  writer  cannot  say,  but  in  1832  he  retiu'ned 
to  New  'I'ork  and  located  in  Murray  Township. 
There  he  lemained  until  1847,  when  in  the  month 
of  June,  he  came  to  the  city  of  Lansing  and  began 
the  work  of  contracting.  One  of  his  first  contracts 
w.as  on  the  building  known  as  the  old  Seymour 
House,  now  the  Franklin  House.  While  thus  em- 
pkn-ed  he  was  taken  sick  witli  erysipelas,  being 
obliged  to  leave  his  work  October  9,  .and  a  few 
days  later,  October  20,  he  passed  away  from  this 
life  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  of  French  de- 
scent, his  family  having  emigrated  from  France  at 
the  time  of  the  Huguenot  exodus.  Mr.  Bush,  Sr., 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a 
consistent  Christian  and  a  conscientious  man. 

The  mother  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was,  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage,  Jliss  Laura  Dusett.  She  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Dusett,  who  was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and  there 
engaged  in  farming.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father when  but  fifteen  years  of  age  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  as  a  fifer,  and  was  a  participant 
in  all  the  principal  battles.  His  chosen  calling  in 
life  wa-s  that  of  a  farmer,  and  after  the  war  he  lo- 
cated in  C)rleans  C  ounty,  N.  Y.,  being  there  a  pio- 
neer, opening  up  a  new  farm,  whicli  he  improved 
and  occupied  until  hi?  decease.  lie  too  was  of 
French  ancestry.  Air.  Bush's  own  family  name  is 
Be  Son.  Ilis  jiaients  on  emigrating  to  this  cotni- 
try  landed  on  Staten  Island,  and  there  died  of  yel- 
low fever.  The  two  children  that  were  thus 
orplianed  were  adopted  by  a  (ieiMnnn  family  by  the 
name  of  Bush,  and  beside>  rearing  the  little  one^ 
they  gave  them  their  name. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  eight 
children.  He  was  reared  until  five  years  of  age  in 
ilurray  Township,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  w,as 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Detroit  in  1826.  There 
were  at  that  time  more  Indians  to  be  seen  than 
white  people,  .and  when  the  following  fall  they 
went  to  Ypsilanti  it  seemed  very  wild  to  the  new 
coiners.    Ujwn  their  advent  into  the  country  there 
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was  no  school.  One  who  has  been  in  the  North- 
ern timber  regions  at  the  present  time,  wiieie  there 
are  still  unbroken  forests  of  pine  anrl  oak  with  an 
imijenetrable  tangle  of  underbrnsli  and  vines 
through  which  steal  only  shy.  tender-eyed  deer  and 
hare,  with  an  oeciisional  wildcat,  and  as  night  ap- 
proaches the  screech  owl,  whose  dreary  call  fills 
one  with  a  homesick  feeling,  can  appreciate  in 
some  slight  degree  how  dest)late  must  have  been  the 
conntry  in  an  early  day.  when  tliere  were  no  roads 
and  but  few  neighbors  within  reaching  distance, 
and  how  brave  the  hearts  must  have  lieen  to  have 
dared  to  go  out  into  such  wilds  and  brave  the  dan- 
gers of  treacherous  Indians,  wolves  and  the  en- 
cro.'ichnients  of  other  wild  animals.  However, our 
snbject's  father  was  fearless,  and  his  son  relate.'- 
that  for  some  cause  he  destroyed  a  temporarv  In- 
dian village. 

On  the  return  of  the  family  to  New  York  in 
1H82.  our  subject's  school  days  began.  They  were 
meagre  to  be  snre,  for  school  was  held  only  three 
months  during  the  winter  wheu  there  were  no 
spring  planting,  snmmer  harvestingor  fall  (ilowing. 
His  wc>rk  liegan  at  an  early  age.  for  at  ten  years  he 
carried  the  hod  filled  with  lirick.  and  thus  em- 
ployed, soon  learned  tlie  mason's  trade,  so  tliat  be- 
fore he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  could  lay  a  wall 
as  well  as  his  fathei'.  Mr.  Bush  is  a  self-made  man. 
\Vhat  knowledge  he  has,  has  been  gained  largely 
by  observation  and  self-selected  conrses  of  study 
which  he  pursued  with  an  indefatigable  determina- 
tion to  conquer  mysteries  and  ditlicultu's.  He  set 
out  in  life  for  himself  while  in  New  York. 

In  Seiitember.  1817,  Mr.  lUish  retui-ned  lo  Lou- 
sing. His  first  contract  resulted  in  the  completion 
of  liie  Seymour  House,  after  which  lie  erected  the 
Packard  Ihnise,  and  the  tV>llo«iiig  ^Inrcli  built  the 
Lansing  House,  and  in  the  fall  of  1M74  put  up  the 
principal  block  in  the  city  of  Lansing.  He  has 
erected  more  liusiness  Iilock?-  than  .-niyone  wlu)  is  in 
same  Inisiness  and  h;is  had  the  principal  contiacts. 
The  schoolhouses  in  the  city  were  built  chielly  un- 
der his  supervision  and  also  the  old  engine  hou-se. 
In  187-4  he  took  the  contract  for  building  theHigh 
School,  but  it  embarrassed  him  to  a  great  extent. 
and  since  that  time  he  has  followed  his  business 
less  extensively. 


For  the  last  two  falls,  he  of  whom  we  write  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Republican  State  Cen- 
tral Committee.  Durnig  the  falls  of  1888  and 
1890,  he  stumped  the  State  and  canvassed  diflereiit 
points  for  votes.  In  1888  he  w-as  principally  in 
Detroit  and  the  Upi)cr  Peninsula.  During  one 
month  of  that  year  he  spoke  every  night,  and  in 
1800  he  spoke  as  many  times,  if  not  rat)re  than  on 
the  previous  trip.  lie  was  an  agent  in  six  differ- 
ent counties  and  did  good  work  for  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Repub- 
lican Convention  held  Seiite?nber  1,  !8'.H).  His 
political  work  began  in  1878,  when  he  began 
stumping  the  .State,  and  in  1880  he  confined  him- 
self to  work  in  the  county.  Init  so  fluent  a  speaker 
was  he  found  to  be,  and  so  widely  and  well  known 
that  his  intUience  was  felt  to  be  of  gi'eat  v;due  to 
the  party. 

It  does  iK>t  lack  n  great  deal  of  bcinga  half  cen- 
tury .since  our  subject  united  his  fate  for  better  or 
worse  with  that  of  Miss  Ann  K.  Powell  a  native  of 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y'.,  and  a  daughtei-  of  .John 
Powell,  an  early  settler  in  Michigan,  who  prior  to 
that  had  been  a  school  teacher  and  bookkeeper. 
Their  wedding  was  celebi-ated  in  ( )iu>id;i  County. 
.N.  v..  in  18  lit.  in  the  month  of  Scptembei'.  Mrs. 
liusli  is  a  lad\  of  exceptional  ctdture  and  educa- 
tion. She  was  educated  in  01i^'et  College,  having 
received  the  rudiments  of  her  schooling  in  New 
York.  She  was  living  near  (Jlivet  when  there  was 
but  one  log  house  in  the  village.  After  finishing 
school  she  was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  has  the 
distinction  of  haying  taught  the  tii'st  school  in  the 
city  of  Lansing.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  arc  the  paients  of  two  chihb'cn:  The  elde.-it. 
Willis  ()..  is  !i  telegraph  o|)eialor  in  KIdorado.  Kan.; 
Carrie  P..  now  Mrs.  .Shoemakei'.  resides  in  Lansing. 
One  other  child,  who  was  named  for  his  father,  and 
called  .lolin  N..  .Ir..  (bed  at  the  age  of  se\'enteen. 
just  aftei' he  was  graduated  from  the  Commercial 
College  in  this  city.  His  death  was  a  great  blow 
to  his  parents  and  friends. 

The  gentleman  who  is  the  -ubject  ol  this  sketch. 
has  been  instrumental  in  effecting  many  of  the 
changes  that  have  taken  place  for  the  better  in  this 
city.  .Vt  an  early  day  he  was  Alderman  for  one 
term  and   Supervisor  for  one  year  in  the  Fourth 
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W.'iril.  He  lias  been  a  let^ident  here  since  1847. 
Altlioiiscli  lie  liiinself  is  lilieral  in  liis  relioions  views 
he  is  a  generous  supporter  of  the  church  of  liis 
wife's  preference,  she  being  a  Presbyterian.  To 
say  that  Mr.  Busli  is  a  Republican,  liardly  does  jus- 
tice to  his  political  sentiments,  so  zealous  is  he. 
liaving  inherited  his  Republican  tendencies  from 
generations  of  patriotic  ancestors.  A  great-uncle 
of  Mr.  Bush's,  Paul  (ialtry,  when  a  boy,  during  the 
Revolutionary  period,  saw  a  British  otficer  enter 
the  yard  of  his  home.  There  were  no  gentlemen 
about  the  ])lace,  and  he  considered  himself  the  pro- 
tector of  the  ladies.  He  got  a  shot-gun  and  Lay  in 
wait  behind  a  fence  for  the  officer  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance, determined  that  there  sliovild  be  one  less 
red  coat  for  the  Continental  soldiers  to  fight.  His 
loyalty  was  not  quelled,  when  his  sister  took  the 
gun  away  from  him.  Our  subject  has  frequently 
acted  on  county  and  State  committees.  He  has 
frequently  been  solicited  to  become  a  nominee  for 
the  Majoralty  and  for  Representative  and  other 
oiBeial  positions,  but  he  has  ever  refused,  because 
he  realizes  how  ditflcult  it  is  for  one  to  maintain 
such  a  position  with  dignity  and  still  be  honorable 
and  unliiascd,  unless  one  has  great  wealth  at  his 
command  so  that  pecuniary  tem])tations  are  not  a 
consideration. 


E^ 


<ll  I^ILLIAM  K.  PRLDDEN.  There  is  some- 
\rJ[/  thing  in  the  impulsive  .Southern  nature  that 
W^  has  !>»  understanding  of  hoi'seflesh  .aside 
from  the  appreciation  of  its  value  in  dollars  and 
cents,  and  our  subject,  who  is  a  Georgian  by  birth 
and  bringing  up.  comes  naturally  by  his  taste  in  this 
direction.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  breeding  and 
raising  standard-bred  horses,  and  has  some  of  the 
finest  horses  in  the  State.  He  is  also  largely  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  pine  lands,  from  which  such 
large  fortunes  are  at  present  realized  both  in  the 
far  North  and  in  the  South. 

Mr.  I'rudden  was  born  in  .Macon.  ( ra.,  .laniiary 
29,  1859.  He  is,  however,  vf  New  England  parent- 
age, his  father  having  been  Nathan  S,  Prudden,  of 


Milford,  Conn.,  while  his  grandfather  was  an  old 
Eastern  settler,  of  .Scotch  and  English  descent.  His 
ancestors  located  in  Connecticut  in  lfi54,  and  the 
family  are  still  well  and  honorably  known  there. 
Our  subject's  father  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
dry-goods  merchant,  and  about  185(t  removed  to 
Eatonton,  Ga.,  and  thence  to  Macon,  remaining 
there  until  about  18(55.  During  the  war  he  lost 
the  greater  part  of  his  property  and  in  1865  re- 
turned to  his  native  State,  sick  both  in  heart  and 
body.  He  died  at  West  Haven,  at  the  .age  of  forty 
years.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  pi'ior  to  her  mar- 
riage. Miss  Amelia  Keith.  .She  was  born  at  Clifton 
Springs,  N.  Y.  She  w.as  a  daughter  of  George 
Keith,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
went  .South  and  became  a  merchant  in  Columbus. 
Ga. 

When  a  youth  Air.  Prudden  renu)ved  to  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  with  his  mother  and  there  he  had  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  public  schools  of  the 
city,  which  were  remarkably  good,  until  he  was 
tw^elve  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Indian- 
apolis with  her  and  there  was  graduated  from  the 
High  School.  In  1875  he  entered  the  Agricidtural 
College  at  Lansing  and  graduated  in  1873,  taking 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  oj^deliveriug  the  class  oration 
and  he  produced  a  masterly  effort,  both  from  a  lit- 
erary standpoint  and  oratoi-ically.  After  leaving 
college  he  entered  the  otHce  of  J.  M.  Turner,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  land  business,  and  remained  with 
him  until  1882,  when  he  went  into  business  for 
himself,  dealing  in  timber  lands,  especially  pine 
lands,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  in  the 
business  giving  to  il  his  whole  attention  until  1888. 
At  that  time  he  purchased  a  one-half  interest  in 
the  Lansing  Wheel  Company  and  became  its  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  in  which  position  he  remained 
for  three  years.  In  1890  he  sold  out  his  interest 
and  now  devotes  himself  to  dealing  in  real  estate 
and  i)ine  lands.  The  lands  which  he  handles  are 
mostly  located  in  the  Northern  Peninsula.  He 
has  forty  acres  adjoining  the  city  of  Lansing  which 
is  admiralily  located  and  bound  t<i  he  in  time,  one 
of  its  most  valuable  and  attractive  additions. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan Knitting  Company,  having  been  instrumental 
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in  re-organizing  this  company  and  in  giving  tliis 
industry  a  broader  opening  than  it  lias  ever  before 
enjoyed.  lie  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director 
in  the  Ingham  County  Savings  Bank.  His  taste 
for  horses  is  to  him  a  luxury,  and  he  breeds  blooded 
animals,  especially  the  llambletonians.  He  is  the 
owner  of  "Nellie  B.",  whose  record  is  2:24.  Mr. 
Prudden  is  a  member  of  the  Lansing  Driving  Club, 
and  no  one  handles  the  ribbons  with  more  skill 
and  dexterity  than  does  he  when  on  the  road 
with   one  of  his  favorite  horse-;. 

Mr.  Prudden  was  married  in  the  city  of  Lansing, 
January  2,  1883,  to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Whitney,  who 
is  a  native  of  this  city.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
High  School  here  and  a  lady  of  striking  accomplish- 
ments and  talents  besides  great  personal  attractions. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  whose  names 
are  respectively  Amy  and  Kdwina.  j\lr.  and  Mrs. 
Prudden  are  both  communicants  of  St.  PauTs 
Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Prudden  being  a  Vestryman 
in  that  body.  Politicallj'  he  is  a  Republican,  cast- 
ing his  vote  and  influence  with  Ih.-it  [inrty. 


'OILX  15.  N'OISELLE.  the  senioi-  mcnibci-  of 
the  lirm  of  A'oiselle  tV  Larose.  decoralors 
and  frescoers  of  Lansing,  Ingliani  Count  \. 
also  carries  a  fine  stock  of  wall  paper,  win- 
dow shades  and  ]ooni  moldings,  and  is  !i  con- 
tractor in  house  and  sign  painting.  Tliis  gcntlcniaii 
who  was  born  in  (Quebec.  May  27.  1^1  1.  rcni;uncii 
tiiei'e  till  he  rcaclii'il  llu-  ;il;c  of  sc\elitrcn.  Mnil 
lieing  br(_)Ught  up  nnioug  the  I- rrn(h-( '.•iii.-idians. 
reads  and  speaks  Frcncli  like  n  iiatixc. 

.lolin  N'oiscllc  till'  hoiiorc<l  fatlicr  of  our  suli- 
jecl  was  liorn  in  <^ueiec  and  became  engaged 
as  a  stevedore,  most  of  his  work  being  in  the  line 
of  handling  square  timbers.  In  the  year  of  1815 
he  made  a  trip  to  Detroit,  but  remained  only  a 
few  years,  as  he  returned  to  (Quebec  and  i-esumed 
his  former  work.  Tiie  grandfather  also  bore  the 
name  of  .lolin  ami  was  born  in  Normandy.  Prance, 
.and  was  dri\eu  from  the  couuti'v  during  the  Rev- 
olution of   1793,  because    of    his    nofile  I)irth  and 


blood.  The  name  was  originally  ^'aiselle.  The 
grandfather  came  to  (Juebec  by  way  of  England 
and  brought  with  him  property.  During  the  early 
conflicts  he  was  an  officer  of  the  English  army  in 
the  old  fort  at  Detroit,  but  finall}'  died  at  (Quebec. 
The  father  in  his  early  days  w.as  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  but  hnally  liecame  as  we  have 
.said  a  stevedore  and  died  in  (Quebec  in  188(i.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sophia  Bedaur,  and  was  a  native  of  Quebec  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Bedaur.  She  also  .spent  her 
days  in  that  old  French-American  city  and  died  in 
the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  .Inly  ;">. 
1866.  Of  her  seven  cliildr(>n,  oui-  subject  is  the 
eldest. 

.loim  was  educated  in  the  (iiiistian  Brotiiers 
School  at  (Quebec  and  when  he  reached  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
painter's  trade  and  remained  with  his  master  until 
seventeen  years  old.  In  1«()3  lie  went  to  Onto- 
nagon and  took  charge  of  tlie  iiainting  of  tlie 
Higelow  Hotel  and  somewhat  later  worked  in  the 
copper  mines.  In  llSCi,')  he  went  on  ■.\  trip  to  llie 
far  AVest  by  the  way  of  Lawrence.  Kan.,  and 
Den ver  to  the  coast,  after  which  he  returned  to 
( ^lueliec. 

In  l!S()."i  the  young  ni;\n  enlisted  as  a  volunteer 
ill  the  Ninth  liattalion  of  (Quebec  \'olunteers  to 
put  down  the  Feni.-in  Raid.  These  trOo))s  were 
(lisbamled  in  .Inly  of  the  succeeding  year  and  .Mr. 
\diselle  then  w<Mit  to  work  at  Montmorency  Falls, 
until  the  lii'eat  fire.  ,Mt  which  time  he  lii'st  met  his 
partner,  lie  worked  at  his  trade  in  'I'roy.  N.  Y.. 
for  eighteen  months  and  then  traveled  in  xai'ious 
cities  ill  the  Ivist  and  South,  touching  Savannah, 
(ill..  London.  (oniL.  ISoston.  .Mass..  and  Portland, 
Me.,  and  in  lS(i.s  he  went  into  business  with  Mr. 
Larose.  at  \\ Donsocket  F'alls.  IJ.  I..  ;ind  later  tried 
business  venttues  at  Chicago  and  Detroit. 

Lansing  finally  became  the  home  of  Mv.  \ Oiselle 
as  he  came  here  September  17,  1877  to  take  the 
position  of  foreman  for  I)e;in.  Ilrown  A-  (iodfrey 
in  painting  the  .State  Ca)(itol.  He  had  entii'c  charge 
of  the  work  and  he  and  ^Ir.  Laro.se.  with  whom  he 
attain  engaged  in  bu.siuess  in  1879.  executed  the 
finer  parts  of  the  work  themselves. 

This  flourishing  firm  which  began    with   a    small 
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fai)ital  and  in  a  qu'wt  way  has  uraiUmlly  iiicreasefl 
it>  liusiiiess  until  now  tliev  arc  alilo  to  handle 
anythiiiii'  in  tlieir  line.  They  hive  a  pleasant  ])laee 
of  luisiness  and  keej)  in  st(iek  a  full  and  well 
selected  line  of  wall  paper,  jiaints  and  oils,  nioldinij 
and  windoM  shades.  They  ne\ei'  have  less  than 
six  assistant^  in  their  work  and  sometimes  employ 
as  many  a.-  twenty  nun.  and  are  the  oldest  firm  in 
llii>  luisines>  in    l,an>ing'. 

.Mr.  \'oi?elle  owns  live  re.sideneet<  on  Allejjan 
and  Pine  Streets  an<l  devotes  e<insideralile  atten- 
tion outside  liis  luisiness  to  real  estate,  owninu' 
property  holli  in  i^'toskey  and  Detroit.  In  lii- 
|iolitieal  views  he  i>  a  1  )enioer:\t.  Init  isnol  a(ti\e  in 
|iulilie  mattei's.  In  \HH'.)  he  took  .-i  ti'i|)  to  Kurope, 
>ailing  from  New  Ytirk.  .Iul_\-  G.  l)y  the  steamer 
"La(io-<kine'"  and  had  a  ver\  pleasant  voyaue. 
landini;  at  llavie  and  visitint;  not  only  Paris  hut 
al.-o  the  Frenehl'rovinces.  as  well  as  (iermany. 
Switzerland.  ltal\-.  lielgium,  Kngiand  and  Scotland, 
and  on  his  way  hack  to  Lansiiu"',  stopping-  for 
some  time  at  his  old  home  in  t^uehee.  On  this 
journey  Jlr.  ^'oiselle  had  aliundant  oppoi'tunity 
to  >ttuly  Ills  craft  and  .see  what  otheis  were  doing 
in  Ills  line  of  work  among  the  most  artistic  natio!is 
of  the  world. 


-i****,^^,***-}-. 
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.IL'LllS  s.  \ALKXT1NK.  When  we 
see  a  good  man  prematurely  old  through 
service  to  his  Oud  and  his  country,  we  are 
X^  filled  with  true  and  tender  emotions  which 
are  honorable  to  our  humanity  and  a  ju.st  tribute 
to  the  worth  of  the  man  liefore  us.  Such  are  the 
experiences  of  those  who  know  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  who 
now  calls  liimself  a  siiperanuated  minister  but  who. 
had  it  not  been  for  the  l)rave  ser\ice  which  he  has 
done  both  in  the  ministry  and  the  army,  would 
still  be  active  in  his  calling. 

Our  suliject  was  lK)rii  in  Lima,  Allen  C'oiint\ , 
Ohio,  August  11,  1839.  His  father,  Crane  Valen- 
tine, was  born  in  Essex  County,  X.  J..  October  28, 
1797.  and   his  grandfather.  William,  also  a  native 


i>f  Xew  Jersey  and  a  farmer  in  Kssex  County,  took 
part  ill  the  War  of  1812  and  afterward  removed 
to  Cliainiiaigu  County.  Ohio,  where  lie  spent  the 
lemainder  of  hi>  days.  This  family  in  America  is 
de.-cended  from  tliice  lii'others.  who  were  sons  of 
Lord  N'aleutiiie  a  member  of  Pailiaineiit  in  Kng- 
L-iiid.  These  >()ns  settled  in  New  .lei'^ey  and  the 
grandson  of  one  of  them  was  the  giandfatlier  of  our 
subject.  The  name  is  a  very  old  one  in  England 
ilating  liack  to  the  year  140. 

The  father  of  Julius  \'aleiitiue  was  a  farmer  in 
t)liio  and  had  come  to  that  State  with  his  parents, 
-etthiig  in  Champaign  County  when  it  was  called 
Allen  County.  In  184;')  lie  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Walei'vliet.  Perrien  Country,  where  he 
bought  and  improved  a  farm.  This  successful  man 
who  wa-^  prominent  in  |nibUc  affair.-,  being  first  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  Ivepublican  in  his  political 
views,  died  in  1886.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  his 
church  connection  and  had  been  an  Elder  in  the 
church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Xancy  Musser  and  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa., 
February  28.  18(lfl.  Her  father,  Daniel,  was  bom 
in  the  Keystone  State  and  liccamc  an  early  settler 
in  Ohio.  His  good  wife  was  Betsey  Crane,  being 
a  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Crane,  of  Xew  York,  who 
was  seven  years  in  the  Kevolutionary  Army,  much 
of  the  time  as  a  spy,  and  being  a  Lieutenant  and 
an  Aid-de-Camp  to  Gen.  Washington.  He  died 
in  New  York.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed 
away  June  1  1.  1887,  leaving  live  children,  of  whom 
our  .-uliject  was  next  to  the  eldest. 

Julius  N'alentine  came  to  Jlichigan  when  six 
\ears  of  age,  traveling  with  a  family  with  team. 
He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  remained  there 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
having  received  the  best  advantages  which  were  to 
be  olitained  in  the  district  schools. 

The  call  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  year  18(il 
awakened  a  si)irit  of  brave  devotion  in  many  a 
loyal  young  heart,  and  among  these  young  men 
was  our  subject,  wht)  enlisted  in  Sei)teinber  of  that 
year  in  Company  15.  Twelfth  ^'iehigaii  Infantry. 
He  was  at  once  sent  South  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  and  other  coiiHicts.  After  one 
year's  service  he  was  taken  ill  and  spent  some  time 
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in  the  hospital  and  finally  received  his  hoiioiahk- 
<iischarge  at  the  hospital  at  Detroit  and  came  home. 
His  e\es  have  always  suffered  from  the  exposuie 
to  which  he  was  subjected  during  his  term  of  ser- 
vice, and  he  is  now  almost  hlind. 

Mr.  A'aleutine  at  once  engaged  in  teaching  and 
when  a  year  later  he  was  drafted  he  responded  cheer- 
fully to  the  call  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his 
physical  disability,  and  res-umed  teaching.  Eight 
months  later  lie  re-enlisted  in  tlie  Eleventh  Mich- 
igan C'avalr\' and  was  rejected  again,  but  quite  un- 
daunted he  ap|)]ied  for  enlistment  in  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  a  tliird  time  re- 
jected. 

Teacliing  now  engrossed  the  attention  of  tiie 
young  man  and  while  pursuing  his  profession  he 
continued  his  own  higher  education,  and  is  in  this 
respect  a  thoroughly  self-made  man.  He  w.as  tlie 
Principal  at  the  Colomo  Schools  at  the  time  when 
he  determined  to  enter  the  ministry.  He  liecame 
a  local  preacher  at  Three  Rivers  and  a  member  of 
the  Conference,  and  had  his  first  pastorate  of  one 
year  at  Waverly,  Van  Buren  County,  after  wliich 
he  was  two  years  at  .Stevensville,and  was  ordained 
as  minister  at  St.  Joseph  in  1871.  He  then  preached 
at  New  Buffalo  for  one  year  and  in  1873  went  to 
Byron  for  two  years  and  while  there  built  the 
churcli  at  Byron  Center;  he  then  took  charge  of 
the  church  at  Cooper,  Kalamazoo  County,  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  was  one  year  at  Bedford,  two 
years  at  Plainville,  Allegan  County;  one  year  at 
Berrien  Springs  and  one  year  at  (irand  Hajjids, 
where  he  built  the  Ames  Churcli. 

In  1882  Mr.  Valentine  came  to  Lansing,  and 
was  over  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
three  years,  sulisequent  to  which  he  took  charge  of 
tiie  church  at  Shelby,  Oceana  County,  for  two  years 
and  then  retired  from  active  ministry  on  account 
of  his  eyesight.  He  built  the  plea.sant  home  in 
which  he  lives  on  Capital  Avenue.  No.  717.  This 
good  man  has  earned  and  receives  tlie  respect  and 
affection  of  thousands  of  friends  in  the  various 
parishes  to  which  he  has  ministered  in  this  State, 
and  his  noble  character,  his  unttinching  devotion 
to  duty  and  his  true  spirituality  have  made  him  a 
power  for  good  in  every  place  to  wjiich  in  the 
jjrovidence  of  God  he  has  been  called. 


In  187(1  Mr.  Valentine  chose  a  companion  f<ir 
life  in  the  person  of  Miss  Lottie  E.  Elms,  of  Van 
Buren  County.  She  was  born  in  Fayetteville,  N.  Y., 
in  1845  and  is  a  daughter  of  J.  C.  Elms,  who  was 
an  early  settler  and  successful  farmer  in  Van  Buren 
County.  One  child,  Arthur,  has  been  granted  to 
him  and  his  good  wife.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Good  Templars,  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  In  Foster  Post  he  has  served  as  Chap- 
lain. He  still  occasionally  jireaches  and  is  often 
called  upon  to  attend  funerals  as  those  who  have 
known  and  loved  him  for  years  feel  that  they  need 
his  gentle  ministrations  in  their  hour  of  sorrow. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  convictions  but 
feels  that  ordinary  issues  pale  into  insignificance 
at  the  ]>ieseiit  time,  incomparison  with  the  prolilein 
of  how  to  dethrone  the  liquor  power,  and  he  is 
therefore  in  hearty  sympathy  with  Prohibition 
movements. 


,^^o> 


SCAR  A.  CLARK.  A  man  who  has  for  a 
series  of  years  filled  wisely,  judiciously  and 
conscientiou.sly  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  has  seen  opened  and  broadened  before  him 
a  grand  field  of  work  for  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  Our  subject  has  thus  served  the  First  and 
Fourth  Wards  of  the  city  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  since  April,  1879,  when  he  was  first  elected 
to  fill  a  vacancy  of  one  month.  In  his  incumbency 
of  that  office  he  has  by  means  of  his  thorough  study 
of  the  cases  which  have  fallen  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion and  of  the  statutes  of  Michigan,  and  the  rul- 
ings of  the  common  law,  adjusted  satisfactorily 
thousands  of  cases  whicli  might  else  have  resulted 
in  tedious,  expensive  and  harrassiug  suits  at  law, 
and  he  has  thus  exerted  a  beneficient  influence  in 
the  community.  His  last  election,  which  has  only 
recently  transpired,  brings  him  to  the  opening  of 
another  four  years'  term,  which  will  make  a  total 
of  sixteen  years  in  this  office.  In  this  last  campaign 
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all  parties  united  in  makin";  him  tlieir  oandidatp. 
thus  givinu;  him  an  endoisemcnl  nl  whicli  :ihv  riuiii 
might  feel   proud. 

Air.  Clark  was  hdrn  in  Webster.  Monmc  ('(luiity, 
N.  Y..  .May  l;!.  l«-2'.t.  .-uid  is  the  son  of  .lolin  (;. 
Clark,  who  wenl  to  that  locality  in  IMdo,  having 
lieen  born  near  .Vuburn,  N.  V..  in  179'.).  \Vith  his 
faithful  and  beloved  wife.  Harriet  (Peet)  (lark,  of 
Dutehess  Covinty.  X.  V..  they  lived  in  haiinoniuus 
wedded  life  foi-  over  >ixly-tli)'ee  years,  and  she  was 
then  bereaved  of  bi.-  roniijanionship  by  duath  in 
IHK4,  and  she  pas.sed  away  in  1KH7.  lie  and  Mr. 
Peet,  a  biother  of  his  wife,  were  the  first  settlers  of 
Roehe.sfer.  Loiam  County.  Ohio,  to  which  place 
lliey  removed  in  the  early  days  of  that  region. 

Our  subject  left  Rochester  in  IHfil.  having  had 
charge  of  his  father's  farm  from  the  time  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  His  wife  bore  the  name  in  her 
maidenhood  of  Carrie  .Sears,  and  was  born  in  (ireeii- 
wieh.  Hampshire  County,  Mass..  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Turner  and  Mary  E.  (Marcy)  .Sears. 
]Mrs.  .Sears  lived  until  quite  recently  in  this  cit.y, 
and  died  in  1885.  at  the  age  of  eighty-tive  years. 
The  wedding  day  of  our  subject  was  Jlay  20.  1856. 

In  1861  our  subject  removed  to  Benzonia.  Ben- 
zie County,  this  State,  which  was  then  a  pei'fect 
wilderness;  here  he  remained  for  one  year,  erecting 
for  himself  the  first  good  house  that  was  built  in 
Benzie.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Duplain 
Township.  Clinton  County,  and  located  near  the 
village  of  El.>^ie,  taking  a  farm  and  entering  into 
the  lumber  business.  After  three  years  there  he 
removed  to  Lan.sing  in  October.  1865,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade.  In  this  he  remained  until  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  his 
yard  being  on  Franklin  Street  .and  having  a  mill 
at  the  west  end  of  the  mill  dam.  Since  1879  he 
has  given  his  whole  attention  to  official  duties. 

Mr.  Clark  still  resides  at  Xo.  1209  Walnut 
Street.  N..  the  same  house  which  he  bcjught  in  March. 
1865.  and  it  is  situated  in  an  attractive  and  well- 
settled  ])art  of  the  city.  To  this  happ\  home  one 
daughter  was  granted.  Cora,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  .lohii  I.  Carpenter,  an  attorney  who  resides  on 
Franklin  Street.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  liv- 
ing child.  Dwight  Clark.  The  Franklin  Street 
Presbyterian     Church    is    the  religious   bodv    with 


which  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  (lark  have  long  been  identi- 
lii-d.  :ind  in  which  they  have  fciuud  .-m  aliundanl 
field  for  usefulness  and  hilior.  'i'heir  intUience  for 
good  is  felt  in  the  conununity.  and  they  are  loved 
and  respected  for  their  sterling  character  and  true 
neighborly  kindness. 


^"f^^^m-^mmm 


»]  LMKR  \).  NORTH,  M.  1).  Among  the  men 
of  Lansing,  prominent  in  social  and  educa- 
tional and  professional  circles  we  find  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  speak  in  this  writing.  He 
has  filled  a  number  of  responsible  positions  here, 
having  been  County  .Superintendent  of  Schools 
fiom  1871  to  1!S75.  He  was  born  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County.  February  18,  1841,  and  is  a 
son  of  H.  II.  Xortli.  who  was  a  native  of  the  town- 
ship of  Lansing,  Tompkins  County.  N.  Y.  The 
grandfather,  Joseph  E.,  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  a  farmer  on  the  Schuylkill  River. 
He  served  iu  the  War  of  1812  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1838,  locating  in  the  township  of  Lansing 
whicli  he  named  from  the  township  from  which  he 
came.  In  the  fall  he  walked  back  home  and  in 
1839  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home.  He  en- 
tered land  on  section  33,  which  was  covered  with 
a  splendid  grove  of  beech  and  maple  trees,  and 
having  built  a  log  house,  he  proceeded  to  improve 
the  farm.  He  was  Supervisor  for  fourteen  years 
and  for  much  of  that  time  acted  as  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  He  died  November  5,  1862,  having 
reached  his  sevent^-flrst  year.  The  family  trace's 
its  lineage  back  to  England  but  the  descendants 
have  been  for  generations  in  this  country. 

H.  H.  North  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father, 
and  being  a  mason  Ijy  trade  found  abundant  op- 
portunities for  employment,  engaging  largely  m 
building  as  well  as  entering  and  improving  land  in 
Delhi  Township,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Lansing 
Township.  When  that  portion  was  set  off  as  a 
separate  corporation  he  gave  to  it  the  name  of 
Delhi.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1885,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  He  had  been  Supervisor  of  the  Town- 
ship and  was  a  man  of  prominence  and    influence 
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in  the  coinmiinit.y.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Almira  Bucli,  was  also  a  native  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Buck,  of 
Lansing  Township.  She  was  a  sister  of  Mr.  Daniel 
W.  Buck,  wliose  biographical  sketcli  will  be  found 
ciMMvlierc  in  this  voliinie.  She  died  in  Delhi 
Township  in  May,  189(1,  having  reached  the  age 
of  seveuty-tliree  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  earnest  and  active  members  of  tiie  Tresbj'- 
terian  Church. 

Nine  children  were  granted  to  the  excellent 
couple  of  whom  we  have  just  been  speaking,  and 
eight  of  them  grew  to  man's  and  woman's  estate, 
of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Marian  L., 
Mrs.  Holmes,  who  died  at  Delhi;  Dr.  North,  our 
subject;  Albert  E.,  who  belonged  to  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Veteran  Cavalry,  having  enlisted  in  1864 
and  served  until  the  do.se  of  the  war;  he  now  re- 
sides in  Dakota;  Henry  E.,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Regiment  but  being  dis- 
abled was  discharged  after  one  year's  service  and 
now  lives  in  Delhi  Township;  Dr.  James  S.,  of 
Delhi  Township;  Myra  L.,  Mrs.  Field,  of  Dansville; 
Hattie  B.,  Mrs.  Wilcox,  of  Lansing  Townshi|); 
Howard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and 
Theron  C,  of  Delli'i  Township. 

The  childhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  the 
farm  and  iu  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, which  were  then  held  in  private  houses.  He 
was  able  to  attend  only  the  winter  .schools  but 
when  a  little  older  attended  Taylor's  Academy  at 
Lansing.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Delhi  Townisliip  and  the  next  year  in 
Delta,  Eaton  County.  He  entered  Michigan  Agri- 
cultural College  in  the  spring  of  18C1  but  did  not 
remain  there  long,  as  in  the  fall  his  patriotic  im- 
pulses got  the  better  of  his  love  for  learning,  and 
he  laid  his  opportunities  for  education  upon  the 
altar  of  his  country. 

It  was  in  Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry 
that  this  young  man  began  service  as  a  private, 
being  mustered  in  at  Ft.  Wa\ne,  Detroit,  but  he 
was  afteiward  transferred  to  the  Fourteenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  in  Company  D,  in  which  he  served 
as  Sergeant.  This  regiment  was  placed  in  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland and  was  active  during  the  siege  of  Corinth. 


He  served  three  years  and   seven  months  and  re- 
ceived his  discharge  March  14,  1865. 

Returning  home,  the  young  veteran  again  at- 
tended school  for  a  short  time  at  the  old  academy 
in  Lansing.  In  April  of  1867  he  entered  Albion 
College,  where  he  t<if>k  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Sciences  in  1870.  After  teaching  seven  months  in 
Leslie,  thi>  county,  he  was  elected  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  in  which  office  he  served 
four  years.  After  this  he  taught  for  a  nuinlier  f>f 
years  at  the  Dansville  High  School  after  which  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine.  In  1879  he  en- 
tered the  Detroit  Medical  College  where  he  took 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1881,  and 
then  located  in  Lansing  and  took  up  his  practice 
here.  He  devotes  his  whole  attention  and  time  to 
his  profession  and  is  a  member  not  only  of  the 
Lansing  Medical  Society  but  of  the  State  Medical 
Society.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Examin- 
ing Surgeons  for  Pensions  and  has  been  on  that 
l)oard  for  six  years.  He  is  a  lover  of  fine  horses 
and  stilL  retains  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  a 
handsome  tr.aet  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Charles  T.  Foster  Post, 
(i.  A.  R.  He  is  often  appointed  delegate  to  county 
and  State  Democratic  Conventions  and  is  stanch  in 
his  allegiance  to  that  party. 


i^-i^l 


[s~ 


\|(L_   ON.  DANIEL  W.  BUCK.     He  of  whom  we 
write  is  one  of  the  men  who  give  dignity  and 

!4W^  tone  to  the  community  by  the  honorable  ad- 
l^j!  van  tage  of  their  age.  He  is  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  and  his  career  has  been  closely  associated 
with  that  of  the  capital  city  since  its  location,  lie 
having  settled  here  in  October,  1848.  He  is  the 
proprietor  of  Buck's  furniture  and  undertaking 
rooms  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Ionia 
Streets,  a  building  that  is  conspicuous,  not  only  iu 
in  the  city,  but  it  is  known  throughout  Central 
Michigan  as  (me  of  the  linest  in  this  portion  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Buck  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lansing,  N.  Y., 
April    -21,1828.      He  is    the  son  of    Daniel   Buck, 
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Sr.,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county 
and  there  our  subject  attained  to  manhood,  remain- 
ing' in  his  native  c()unt\'  until  1843.  and  llicn  re- 
moved to  Ithica,  Tompkins  County,  and  there  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker.  After  be- 
coming proficieut  in  his  chosen  profession  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Lansing,  locating  in 
business  for  himself  in  1848.  His  place  of  business 
was  where  the  City  National  Bank  now  stands  and 
at  that  time  it  was  in  the  midst  of  the  woods. 
There  were  only  a  few  families  here,  the  population 
all  tolil  not  counting  probably  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  subject  that  the  people  were  at  that 
time  most  interested  in  w.as  the  cutting  out  of 
roads,  which  was  no  small  task  as  the  country  was 
densely  wooded  and  dynamite  had  not  been  dis- 
covered by  which  the  stumps  and  roots  could  be 
torn  from  the  ground.  The  process  of  clearing 
was  the  slow  one  of  chopping  and  burning,  and 
so  endless  did  the  supply  of  wood  seem  to  the 
early  settlers  that  they  burnt  the  timber  that  they 
cut  down  most  ruthlessly. 

Mr.  liuck  first  located  at  the  corner  of  Washing- 
tun  and  Michigan  Avenues,  at  the  present  time  the 
business  center  of  the  city.  There  he  remained 
eight  years  and  in  1866  came  to  his  present  loca- 
tion in  order  to  get  more  room,  and  since  chang- 
ing he  has  carried  on  his  business  here  ever  since, 
being  the  oldest  firm  in  this  branch  of  business  in 
tiie  city  by  many  years.  Public  spirited  and  in- 
terested in  the  growth  of  the  town  the  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write  allowed  no  oijportunity  to  pass 
in  which  he  could  by  word  or  deed  help  in  the  up- 
Iniilding  of  the  place.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  agitators  in  the  subject  of  erecting  an 
opera-house,  contributing  largely  to  the  amount 
reciuired  from  his  own  resources.  Outside  of  this 
he  has  given  his  exclusive  attentit)n  to  his  liusiness. 

Mv.  Buck  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  in  the 
spring  of  1874  and  re-elected  in  1875  and  again 
in  1886.  Before  that  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Cciuucil  anil  iine  of  the  aggressive  sort,  never 
backward  in  suggesting  or  taking  advantage  of 
what  appeared  to  be  of  Ijenefit  to  the  city.  He  is 
a  memlier  of  tlie  Masonic  order,  Lansing  Coni- 
mandery  No.  25.  and  Lodge  No.  33.  Although 
one  of    the  most  prominent  men  of  the  cit^-  and 


deservedly  popular,  he  is  naturally  modest  and 
retiring,  loth  to  .accept  office  when  it  can  Ije  avoided, 
that  is  to  say.  when  there  is  some  »me  else  who  is 
loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  municipalitv  who  is  eli- 
gible to  the  position. 

May  11.  1863,  Mr.  Buck  married  :Miss  Nancy  M. 
Russell,  of  Crown  Point,  Esses  County,  N.  Y. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  liirth  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  have  risen  to 
call  their  parents  blessed.  They  are  by  name. 
Mayton  .J.,  Florence  A.,  Mary  E.,  Bailey  M.  and 
3Iartha  E.  Mr.  Buck  leaves  the  management  of 
his  business  almost  entirely  with  his  sons,  M.  .J.  and 
B.  M.  Buck.  The  daughters  are  still  at  home  and 
draw  about  them  a  delightful  social  circle.  Li 
189(1  yiv.  Buck  modernized  his  business  place  by 
putting  a  line  new  store  front.  He  also  introduced 
an  elevator  witli  other  modern  conveniences.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  influential  in  its 
councils  in  this  part  of  the  State. 


■^=^^>-^^<i 


iQj^- 


UDGE    WILLLV-Al    II.    PJNCKNEY.     The 

gentleman  whose  name  is  quoted  above  and 
whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
\v,s<:/  page  is  numbered  among  the  oldest  attor- 
neys in  the  city  of  Lansing,  Ligham  County,  he 
having  located  here  in  1850.  He  was  born  in  the 
township  of  White  Plains.  AVestehester  Count}',  N. 
Y.,  March  18,  1822.  A  believer  in  astrology 
would  tell  us  that  our  subject's  career  has  been 
presided  over  by  the  same  planetary  influences  that 
were  in  the  ascendant  at  the  time  of  his  birth  and 
that  have  led  the  history  of  our  country  from  a 
time  of  peace,  though  commercial  struggles 
through  the  tempests  of  war.  to  unparalleled  pros- 
perity. We  can  only  hope  that  the  parallel  will 
be  continued  and  that  Judge  Pinckney's  honor- 
able position  may  be  characterized  in  the  same 
w.ay  and  proportion  in  which  our  Government 
has  grown. 

.ludge  Pinckney  is  the  son  of  .lames  and  Esther 
(Gritiin)  Pinckney,  who  were  farmers  b}-   occupa- 
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liiiii  uiid  cMlliiii;-.  Tlicy  iiiovfd  to  Cayuga  County 
ill  IM:^:!.  the  year  I'ollowini;  oiu-  sulijwt's  liirlli 
and  IIr'iv  Ik-  pa^^si-d  lii>  Imyliood.  Ili>  father's 
laini  was  only  tiiroo  and  a  half  niUcs  from  tlii' 
lieautil'ul  town  of  Auhiirn.  Cayuya  County.  N.  V.. 
wliii'h  fvt'ii  tiit-n  had  a  hit;ii  reputation  for  its 
I'duc-ational  advantages.  There  lie  received  his 
aeademie  training.  The  father  of  our  subject  had 
nine  sons  and  two  daughters  and  these  lie  allowed 
lo  ijo  lo  the  rity  ;uid  to  enjoy  such  advantages  as 
were  ottered,  provided  they  thought  enough  of 
the  advantages  to  make  an  effort  to  get  through 
the  work  incident  to  the  farm  and  to  walk  the 
distance  to  Ihc  academy,  which  was  four  miles. 
The  fact  that  our  sulijcct  never  missed  a  day  and 
was  ne\er  tai'dy  at  schotil  shows  tli;it  he  was  indeed 
anxious  to  acquire  an  education.  lie  had  for  a 
classmate  in  his  school  life  here  the  afterward  cele- 
lirated  statesman.  Ho.scoe  Conkliug,  who  like  him- 
self was  a  .student  at  the  .Vuhurn  .\cadeiny. 

.\fter  tinishiug  school  Mr.  Pinckney  ie:id  law 
with  Stephen  .\.  (roodwin  for  a  [icriod  of  foui' 
years.  \t  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  pa.ssed  a 
most  creditable  examination  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  full  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  lie  is  still  proud  of  the  record  that  he 
made  in  his  examination.  Dr.  Shank,  an  old 
friend  and  former  schoolmate,  had  located  in  Lan- 
sing and  sent  back  glowing  accounts  of  the  future 
that  he  felt  was  in  store  for  the  infant  city. 
Therefore  our  subject  decided  to  cast  Ins  lines  in 
Lansing  and  has  .since  first  coming  here  pursued 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  being  at  the  present 
time  the  oldest  attorney  in  practice  who  was  here 
at  that  time.  In  l.s.'iC  he  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Court  .ind  was  re-elected  in  18(5(1. 
serving  for  eight  yeai'.s.  Since  that  time  he  was 
City  Attornej^  for  one  year  and  first  Private  Secre- 
tary to  the  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  who 
was  Jacob  M.  How^ard.  Me  also  served  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Hoard  of  State  Auditors  for  three 
vears.  He  has  also  once  been  .Suijervisor  and 
twice  .Alderman  of  the  city. 

.\t  one  time  our  subject  tilled  the  otiice  of 
Recorder  and  was  at  another  Dejjuty  I'liited  States 
.Vssessor  for  this  county,  continuing  in  that  post 
for  two  years.      For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 


.lustice  of  the  Peace  and  i>  now  employed  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Daring  the  war  he  was 
employed  b\-  the  (iovernment  as  ennineratoi'. 
.judge  Pinckney  is  a  inemlier  of  the  Masonic  order 
of  the  Lansing  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance,  No.  (;(i. 
Our  subject's  domestic  life  began  with  his  mar- 
riage with  Mis>  Maria  15.  Comstock,  a  native  of  his 
boyhood  home.  Their  nuptials  were  celebrated 
January  17.  l.si'J.  Mrs.  Pinckney  has  presented 
her  husband  with  three  sons  who  have  grown  uj) 
to  be  prominent  young  men.  and  one  ilaughter.  a 
highly  estimable  lady  who  now  has  a  lionu'  of  her 
own.  The  eldest  son  i>  Charles  S..  of  Charlotte, 
Mich.  Following  him  t-omes  Fred  C..  then  .lesse 
M.  The  daughter  Nora  A.,  is  now  Mrs.  Frary.  of 
Medina.  X.  Y.  She  has  two  sons.  William  .C  and 
F"a\-. 


VSEH-5-SS* 


*ES^S 


C.  CASTF^RLl.N.  The  divine  spark  in  man 
is  at  no  time  so  apparent  as  in  one  who.  in 
early  life,  lacking  the  prestige  that  fortune 
gives  and  the  adxantages  and  tastes  that  fortune 
can  foster,  rises  above  the  harriers  thai  slop  the 
wav  and  with  a  will  to  become  as  great  as  is  in  the 
]jower  of  the  man  to  be,  he  sets  his  mark  high, 
and  in  the  roundness  of  his  being  is  retlected  the 
power  of  the  Omni])otent;  as  Durzhaven  ex|)re.sses 
it:  •'But  Thy  iiresence  shines  in  me  as  shines  the 
sunbeam  in  a  drop  of  dew."  Our  subject  from 
earliest  childhood  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources and  the  fiber  that  he,  as  well  as  his  brothers, 
was  made  of  is  shown  by  the  fact  thai  they 
earned  their  ow'n  wa\  .and  not  only  snp]jlied  them- 
.-elves  with  the  necessities  of  life,  but  saiictitied 
their  intelligence  by  also  ac(piiiing  excellent  edu- 
cations. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sciuca  County.  N.  V.. 
October  24.  IM,-)().  lie  is  a  son  of  Charles  S.  and 
Harriet  K.  (L\on)  Casterlin.  natives  of  New  .jer- 
sey. Of  a  family  of  nine  children,  he  of  whom 
we  write  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  .Ml 
of  the  children  obtained  good  educations  liy  their 
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own  exertions,  four  of  them  graduating  at  Ovid, 
X.  Y.,  at  the  East  Genesee  Conference  Seminary, 
and  five  afterward  becoming  teachers.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  began  the  business  of  teaching,  which  calling 
he  followed  six  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Clare  County.  His  worth 
soon  made  itself  felt  in  the  communit}-,  and  his 
ability  as  a  man  and  scholar  was  apparent.  He 
was  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds,  in  which  capacity 
lie  served  the  county  for  two  terms.  The  succeed- 
ing two  terms  he  filled  the  office  of  County  Clerk, 
and  in  IHT.j  >\as  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  was 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  one  term. 

Mr.  Casterlin  has  filled  most  of  the  local  ottices, 
iiaviiig  served  as  Supervisor,  .Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Alderman,  Assessor,  and  in  otlier  minor  offices.  In 
1880  he  was  candidate  for  the  State  Legislature  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  with  a  Republican  ma- 
jority of  over  eight  hundred  in  tlie  district,  he 
came  within  one  hundred  and  tiiirty  of  being 
elected,  a  fact  that  in  itself  must  be  gratifying  to 
any  man  with  an  ambition  for  public  life,  for  the 
conditions  of  this  failure  foretell  future  success 
Had  it  been  left  to  his  own  county  he  would  have 
have  been  elected  to  the  Legislature,  but  in  an  ad- 
joining county  he  was  less  well  known,  and  hence 
the  defeat.  Altliough  his  township  and  village 
were  both  largely  Republican,  he  was  never  de- 
feated in  them  when  a  candidate  for  office. 

Feeling  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone, 
our  subject  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  compan- 
ion. Their  marriage  was  solemnized  December  28, 
1875,  the  bride  being  Miss  Hattie  W.  Kittredge, 
the  only  daughter  of  Rev.  Hosea  and  ^lary  B. 
(Daggett)  Kittredge.  She  was  born  at  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  13ecember  12,  1860.  Her  father  w.as  a  na- 
tive of  JIuir.  and  her  mother  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  lias  not  only  made 
the  'struggle  of  life  successfully  for  himself,  but 
has  been  instrumental  in  helping  the  younger 
members  of  his  family  to  good  and  profitable  posi- 
tions. 

In  1881  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  re- 
moved to  Mason,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
owns  property  in  various  parts   of  this  and   other 


States,  and  his  care  of  this  occupies  the  greater 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention.  Three  children 
have  come  to  ble.ss  the  union  of  Mr.  Casterlin  and 
his  amiable  and  attractive  wife.  They  are  C.(4ay, 
Earl  H.  and  Don  M.  D.  The  eldest  child  was 
boin  Februaiy  10,  1877,  at  Farwell,  Clare  County, 
this  State.  Earl  H.  was  born  May  31,  1884,  in 
Mason,  and  Don  made  his  advent  into  the  world 
March  4,  1888.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  preference,  and  has  ever  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics  as  well  as  hav- 
ing watched  attentively  and  thoughtfully  the  trend 
of  national  political  life.  He  has  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee, 
which  place  he  has  filled  for  the  last  six  years,  and 
has  dignified  tlie  chair  l)y  the  manliness  and  intel- 
ligence brought  to  bear  upon  tiie  question  of  State 
government.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  nearly  all 
of  the  important  Democratic  conventions.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  various  secret  societies,  especially 
those  that  purport  to  be  for  the  fellowship  and  aid 
of  men.  Mr.  Casterlin  is  a  man  who  is  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  State,  a  man  of 
jiosition  and  affairs. 


lEN.TAMIN  F.  SIMONS,  is  an  old  and  prom- 
inent dry-goods  man  of  Lansing,  Ingliam 
ujjj)  County,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  since  1860.  He  was 
born  in  Canada,  December  30,  1838,  and  is  a  son 
of  An.son  and  Lavina  (McMillan)  Simons,  who 
came  to  Michigan  when  our  subject  was  still  an  in- 
fant. They  first  settled  at  Lexington,  on  Lake 
Huron,  moving  to  Lansing  when  the  capital  was 
first  located  here,  about  1848.  Thus  it  may  be 
seen  that  the  interests  of  him  nf  whom  we  write 
naturally  cluster  about  the  place  with  which  from 
early  youth  his  pleasantest  associations  have  been 
connected. 

Anson  Simons  was  by  trade  a  carder  and  cloth- 
dresser  and  on  coming  to  Lansing  built  a  factory 
here.  He  purchased  and  added  to  the  land  ])re- 
viously    owned    by   .loseph    Killiouine.     He    con- 
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liiuicd  in  tliut  liu>iiiess  t'oi'  twu  yeai>  and  then 
iiuivfd  u|i()ii  a  farm  in  Shiawassee  County.  Imt 
at'terwaid  renuA'ed  to  Kansas  at  a  time  when  tlial 
State  promised  so  mueli  in  an  agricultural  and 
stt)ek-raisiny  direction.  He.  however,  returned  to 
Lan.>!ng  and  made  his  home  witii  our  subject  until 
his  decease,  which  occurred  ()ctolier  7.  I><(i7.  Tlic 
mother  lived  until  Fel)i-uary  1.  lH«(i.  The_\  were 
originally  members  of  the  Baptist  C'liurch,  but  dur- 
ing their  latter  years  united  wiili  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

.Mrs.  Lavina  Simons,  llic  motlier  of  our  subjei-t. 
was  boiii  ill  ^Vestministel•.  Canada  AVest,  ill  l^iO(i. 
and  caiiie  of  sturdy,  rugged  Scotch  stocit.  Mer 
father.  Aicliiliald  ^McMillan,  was  the  original  settler  ■ 
ill  tlie  |)lacc  where  liis  dailgliter  was  liorii.  The 
dangers  of  the  frontier  at  that  time  were  almost 
o\ei  whelming  and  Mrs.  Simons  has  left  in  her  own 
li.Miidwriting  to  her  son  a  narrative  in  (piaiiit  style 
of  the  family  fleeing  to  the  woods  to  avoid  (he 
Indians  during  the  War  of  IMI2.  In  IK"i7sliewas 
united  in  marriage  with  Anson  Sinious.  of  Xew 
York,  and  in  1840  moved  with  iiim  and  her  litth 
family  to  Ijexingtoii.  Midi.  She  wai*  the  mothei 
of  nine  childien.  seven  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  although  Inr  posititm  in  life  compelled  her  to 
brave  many  hard  experiences  and  to  familiarize 
herself  with  the  hard  work  that  was  necessary  in 
jiioneer  days,  there  was  a  native  dignity  about  her 
that  elevated  every  act  of  her  dail\-  life,  .siie  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Our  subject  commenced  liis  mercantile  life  in 
lx.")ll.  at  which  time  he  left  his  home  and  engaged 
in  the  employ  of  a  man  who  was  the  owner  of  a 
stori'  and  was  also  interested  in  various  other  busi- 
ness. For  sevtji  years  lie  was  connected  with  him 
as  clerk.  In  1S(;(I  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade.  He  continued  to  be  thus  em|)loyed  for  two 
years  and  then  sold  out  his  interest  and  went  into 
the  dry-goods  business  and  has  thus  continued 
ever  since,  now  being  the  oldest  dry-goods  mer- 
chant in  the  city, — tliat  is,  one  who  has  lieen  coii- 
liniiously  in  Imsiness.  He  has  ac(iuired  a  rei)utation 
for  the  greatest  integrity  in  bu.siness  matters  and 
is  (uie  cif  the  most  prominent  men.  His  store  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  city  and  evinces  the  en- 
ergy that  its  owner  has  bi-ouu-ht  to  bear  in  his  busi- 


ness relations.  It  has  a  frontage  of  twenty-two 
feet  .■ind  is  one  hundred  feet  dee)),  having  thiee 
rt(K)r.s.  This  edifice  was  erected  in  186fi  and  he  has 
been  continuou.sly  in  busine.s.s  here  since  that  time. 
His  store  is  filled  with  a  finely-.selected  stock  of 
dry-goods  and  so  great  is  the  taste  of  ^Ir.  Simons 
that  his  windows  are  ever  notable  for  the  beautiful 
display  of   rich  fabrics  there  found. 

.\lthoiigh  Air.  Sinnms  easts  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  party,  he  lias  ne\'er  been  .'ictively  inter- 
ested in  politics,  leaving  wiiv-pulling  to  men  who 
can  afford  to  neglect  their  own  individual  affairs  in 
the  hopes  of  securing  emoluments  from  the  ( iov- 
erninent.  November  7.  18(17.  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  .\deiina  .leniii.son,  a  daughter  of 
\\'illinni  .leunison.  of  F.agle.  Clinton  County,  this 
State.  The  fathei-  was  a  pioneer  of  the  State. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simons  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren who  are  as  follows:  Benjamin  F.  Jr.,  who  is 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  store:  Ida.  Lena. 
ISertha.  .lesse  and  Howard. 
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OlI.N  I).  1;KK\KS.  The  laiiks  of  the  jiio- 
neeis  of  Ingham  County  are  becomiiiji 
smaller  with  each  jiassing  year,  for  although 
tlie\  h;i\c  subdued  forests  and  converted 
vast  tracts  of  unculti\ated  laud  into  lields  of  wav- 
ing urain  and  blushing  fruits,  yet  Death  is  a  foe 
against  wIhiiii  they  have  no  weapon  of  defense. 
.Vnioiig  the  few  who  still  sui'vi\eto  enjoy  the  re- 
sult of  foi'iner  years  of  toil  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  liiographical  notice,  lie  was 
born  .Vugust  23.  lull,  in  Minisink.  Orange  County. 
\.  v..  and  is  the  son  of  Howell  and  l';ii/.:ibelli 
(Wood)  Reeves.  als(j  n.-iti\'es  of  the  (■(iiiiit\  in 
which  their  son  was  born.  ' 

liitil  he  w!is  seventeen  years  olil  oui-  sul)ject  re- 
mained under  tln'  paient:il  roof,  becoming  thor- 
ouglily  acipiaiuted  with  the  x'arious  details  of  farm 
life.  In  1832  he  went  to  the  home  of  .m  brother- 
in-law,  Benjamin  Hort(ju,  with  whom  lie  .sojourned 
about  six  months,  aiding  in  the  work  of  tilling  the 
soil  and   harvesting    the    gr.iin.      Next    he  clerked 
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t'i>i  ;i  lircitlicr.  (liMrlcs  '\\'..  in  W'c^l  'I'dxvii.  N.  V..  fur 
nearly  twii  years  and  in  tliis  way  lieeanie  familiar 
witli  husinc'-s  transaffi(in>.  People  were  at  that 
time  l)euiniiiii<;  in  lar^e  numlier.-  td  i-iniiirate  to 
the  West,  seekiuu'  in  a  newly  settled  eunntry  an  i 
opiiortiinity  to  become  independent.  It  was  there 
fore  natnral  that  the  altiMilidii  of  mir  sniijeet  was 
directed  toward  the  new  States  an<l  that  he  deter- 
mined to  come  ^N'est. 

In  company  with  llarxey  Hill.  Air.  Keeves  ))ro 
(•ceded  westward  in  New  York  .State  and  for  a  time 
enaa<ied  in  makinu'  force  pumps  for  mills;  when  he 
had  completed  tliis,  he  returned  to  his  honu' via  the 
Kric  Canal  to  Troy.  N.  V..  thence  down  the  Ilnd- 
son  to  Newliiirtrh.  lie  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead nntil  Septemlier,  \MH.  cnltix-atini;  the  f.'trni. 
During  the  pievious  I'cliruary  his  ln-othei- .lanic,-- 
had  Started  West  with  horses  and  sleigh  and  had 
i;<ine  lo  Lima.  Mich.  .So<ni  afterward  another 
l)rothei',  ( ieoi'ae.  followed  with  his  family,  lioint;'  liv 
way  of  Kric  Canal  and  the  lakes  to  Lima.  In  .Sep-  [ 
teinlici-  the  father  of  onr  sulijei-t  iiine  him  about  •■<^((  Id 
and  advised  him  to  yo  to  3Iichi<ian  and  in\est  his 
money  in  lands.     This  he  decided  to  do. 

(ioinii  to  Albany.  N.  Y..  .Mr.  Reeves  lioarded  .1 
canal  boat,  paying  one  and  one-half  cents  |)ei-  mile 
faie  to  Ijuffalo.  and  from  there  -i^H  to  Detroit  by  1 
lioat.  \t  Detroit  he  took  passau'c  in  a  sta<>e  coach 
for  Ann  Arbor.  The  roads  lieini;  very  muddy  and  : 
almost  impa.ssalile.  he  was  compelled  to  walk  the 
most  of  the  lirst  ten  miles  of  the  joni-ney.  and  .also 
aided  in  yettini;  the  wheels  <iut  of  ruts  which  fre- 
(|uently  hindered  i)ro<>i-ess.  ( )n  the  third  day  out 
from  Detroit  the  coach  reached  Lima,  .and  .Mr. 
Reeves,  havinu  secured  uold  in  Detroit  with  which 
to  pay  for  land,  immediately  set  out  in  search  of  a 
favor.able  location,  (ioini;  iioi'th  about  four  M)iles 
he  came  to  where  Henry  Warner  now  lesides: 
from  there  he  [Jioceeded  northwest  over  a  sparseh' 
settled  district  with  only  an  occasional  uaiion  track 
to  direct  the  traveler.  .\  man  named  Ileman 
Low.  who  had  settled  on  the  north  end  of  the  lake, 
directe<l  our  subject  to  a  Mr.  ( ;reii<)i\-  on  the  east 
side. 

In  comiianx  with  .Mr.  (iregcn-y  .Mr.  Reeves  pro- 
ceeded on  his  investigatino  touiand  finally  selected 
a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now     Iimhani  Township. 


lie  then  hastene<I  back  to  Lima,  and  takiiii;'  his 
brother's  horse  went  to  Detroit  to  enter  his  land, 
this  lieinu- about  Xovember  17.  l.S3().  The  nei>-o- 
tloti<ins  bcinu'  now  clo.sed  Mr.  Reeves  beaan  to  feel 
homesick  and  soon  persuaded  his  brother  (ieorae 
to  return  Kast  with  him.  They  started  on  hor.se- 
back  (InriiiL;  the  hitter  part  of  Xo\'ember  and  after 
a  tiresome  journey  of  twenty-one  days,  much  of 
distance  beino'  traver.sed  thronuh  Canada,  they 
reached  ( )raniic  County. 

The  brothers  had  been  at  theii'  old  home  onh  a 
few  days  when  their  former  lu'iiihbors  uraed  them 
to  return  to  .Miehioan  and  Lake  up  lands  for  them. 
( )iM'  subject  auieed  to  sin  it  the  people  would  make 
11)1  sH.dOO  and  woidd  pay  him  ><l(l  forever\'  eiL>htv 
acres  taken,  expenses  included.  .Salisfactoi-\-  ,ar- 
raniiements  havinii  been  made,  he  proceeded  West 
with  his  brother  and  alxuit  ^(),.")0(l.  Xineteen  d.ays 
after  the\  started  out  they  rc;iche(l  Lima,  it  beinu' 
then  about  the  22d  of  February.  On  the  4tli  of 
March  followini;'  .Mr.  Reeves  started  out  on  horse- 
back to  look  up  land.  .\s  befoi-e  he  went  to  the 
home  of  Ileman  Low  and  succeede<l  in  uettini;'  his 
company  on  a  tour  of  in(|iiiry. 

The  two  licntlenien  had  yone  only  a  shoit  dis- 
tance when  they  stejiped  on  .a  lari^c  lo<i',  from  the 
op|)osite  side  of  which  a  liood-sized  bear  jum|)e(l 
out.  I'.ruin.  howexer,  did  not  seem  anxious  to  cul- 
tivate the  aciiuaintanee  of  his  visitiu'sand  was  soon 
out  of  sioht.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  .second  dav 
they  found  anotliei'  man  lookin;.;' u])  land,  and  Mr. 
Low  uriicd  .Mr.  Reeves  to  hasten  to  Detroit  or  the 
laud  woidd  be  taken.  Air.  Reeves  jumped  on  his 
hoisc  .-ind  hurriecl  to  I'inckni'y,  Lixinaston  Countv. 
then  followed  the  base  line  to  Xorthxille.  It  was 
not  lon<J  before  he  arrived  in  Detroit  and  with  the 
t;iild  )iui-eliase  money,  he  hastened  to  the  land  of- 
lice  and  took  up  the  land.  .Vs  he  turned  to  leave 
the  odice  he  met  the  man  whom  he  had  .seen  in  the 
wo(jds.  and  the  stransicr  at  once  in(piire<l  ho«  .Mr. 
Reeves  i-eached  Detroit  sosoou.  .Mr.  Ree\-e>  replied 
that  lie  ••look  across  lots." 

( »n  .V|iril  S.  of  the  .same  year.  .Mr.  Reexes  starleil 
for  the  Ionia  district  to  take  tip  other  lands,  beint;' 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Uallock.  Reachiut;  .Mason  he 
remained  for  thiee  days  with  .Mr.  Blaine,  siiendina' 
one    da\     with     An^on    .lackson.     the     sur\'e\-or.     in 
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looking  up  land.  The  nights  were  passed  upon 
the  floor  of  the  ciliin  witli  some  ten  or  fifteen  men 
all  of  whom  were  evidently  would-l)e-l)uvers.  On 
the  morninsj  of  tlie  fourth  day  jNIr.  Reeves  started 
V(y  trail  for  Ionia  and  when  they  were  near  Okemos 
they  found  the  Indians  making  sugar.  Upon 
reaching  the  river  they  had  to  tear  down  a  wigwam 
which  was  made  of  poles  and  bark,  and  convert  it 
into  a  raft  on  which  tliey  crossed  in  safety. 

Next  Mr.  Reeves  took  the  trail  to  Pine  Lake, 
wliere  the3'  remained  all  night  with  two  men  in  a 
shanty.  Tlienee  they  proceeded  to  DeWitt  and 
from  tliere  followed  a  wagon-track  to  Portland. 
When  they  came  to  the  mouth  of  Maple  River, 
there  was  no  way  to  cross,  so  going  back  a  half 
mile  they  noticed  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  and 
a  man  with  a  canoe,  whom  they  called  over  and 
who  took  them  past  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Fi'om 
there  tliey  went  to  Ionia  where  as  yet  few'  people 
\\;\i]  hicated.  On  the  return  trip  they  [lursued  tlie 
same  course,  and  staying  one  night  with  the  men 
in  the  cal)in  were  advised  by  them  not  to  go 
to  tlie  river  for  fear  of  the  Indians.  Acting  upon 
their  advice  they  took  a  trail  east  toward  Howell. 
After  tiaveliiig  all  day  they  built  a  fire  .at  night  to 
keep  otT  the  wolves  ^^  ho  kept  up  a  frightful  howl- 
ing during  the  entire  night.  Early  the  next  morning 
after  a  night  of  sleeplessness,  they  coininenced  their 
journey  anew  and  about  noon  came  to  a  tamarack 
swamj),  which  they  had  to  penetrate.  After  reach- 
ing I'lirtland  they  proceeded  toward  Lima,  being 
then  (piite  hungry.  Scion  they  met  two  men  with 
guns  out  hunting.  ^Ir.  Reeves  remarked  to  them, 
"Do  you  know  this  is  Sunday?"  But  they  answered, 
"There  is  no  Sunday  here." 

Upon  inquiring  for  something  to  eat  thev  were 
told  to  follow  the  trail,  which  they  did,  finding  a 
short  distance  away  a  cabin  and  there  procuring 
what  ^Ir.  Reeves  declares  was  the  best  meal  he  ever 
ate.  In  Lima,  ^Nlr.  Reeves  staid  about  two  months 
and  then  started  for  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  by  the 
lakes,  canal  and  the  Hudson  River.  He  staid  in 
his  father's  home  until  Oelolier,  when  he  returned 
to  Michigan  and  sojourned  with  his  brother  James 
all  winter,  the  victim  of  ague,  then  very  [irevalent 
ill  that  newly  settled  country. 

Oeorge,  the  brother  of  J\Ir.  Reeves,  had  removed 


to  Pinckney,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  our  subject  went  to  that  town  and  engaged 
as  clerk  for  his  brother.  In  the  meantime  he 
hired  settlers  to  break  his  land  and  .Jonathan 
Thomas,  Mr.  Bennett  and  old  Mr.  .biculi  Dakan 
sowed  it  in  grain.  After  some  time  he  went  to 
work  upon  his  land  on  section  3(;,  Ingham  Town- 
sliiji.  and  put  in  crops  upon  the  ten  acres  which 
had  been  iiloughed.  He  further  improved  the  es- 
tate by  building  a  log  house,  drawing  the  lumber 
for  flooring  from  liiadilla. 

^Ir.  Reeves  now  felt  prep.ared  to  est.ablished  a 
home  of  his  own  and  in  1840,  he  was  happily  mar- 
ried to  .lulia  Liverniore,  and  for  more  than  a  half 
century  this  worthy  couple  have  worked  in  the 
utmost  harmony  for  their  united  interests.  Seven 
children  came  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Loui.sa  A.,  born  September  16,  1841,  married  Ralph 
Muscott;  O.'icar  B.,  born  April  1(5,  1844,  has  never 
married  nnd  resides  on  section  11).  Lansing  Town- 
ship, where  liis  father  owns  one  liundied  acres  of 
fine  land,  well  iin|)roved  with  good  i>iiildiiiiis.  etc. 
Oscar  ^'.  is  the  Clerk  of  Lansing  Townshi|),  had 
been  Drain  Coininissioner  and  School  Inspector 
two  years;  Emma  L.,  born  April  17,  1845,  is  mar- 
ried to  Horace  Whiting  and  resides  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich.;  Fr.inc  A.  married  Henry  Stilson 
and  lives  in  Stockbridge,  this  county.  The  other 
daughters  are  Sarah  .1.,  Ella  E.  and  Elva  E.,  all  of 
whom  are  single  and  reside  with  their  jiarents 
upon  their  lieautiful  farm. 

Mr.  Reeves  bought  his  present  place  in  18(19  and 
has  einbellislied  it  with  its  fine  improvements.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  but  will  not  allow  the 
use  of  his  name  for  otlice,  preferring  domestic  quiet 
to  the  confusion  of  public  life.  He,  however,  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  under  Gen.  W.H.  Harrison  which 
position  he  held  nine  years.  The  office,  now  known 
as  Dansville,  was  then  known  as  Ingham  Postofflce. 
Mrs.  Reeves  and  two  daughters  are  the  members  of 
the  family  belonging  to  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Lansing,  and  are  honored  members  of 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Reeves,  who  is  now  in  the  twilight  of  a  well-spent 
life,  can  look  back  upon  a  past  of  hard  labor,  which 
has  been  cheered  by  the  loving  companionship  of 
his  wife  and   the   devotion    of    his  children.     He 
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well  (le.^t'rves  the  (.•oniforts  wliicli  surromiil  iii> 
later  yeai>,  and  there  is  no  one  who  speaks  of  liini 
and  what  lie  has  aeeoinplished  for  this  section  of 
country,  witliout  feelinii'  that  among  all  the  ven- 
erated [lioneers  of  the  county,  none  are  more 
woithy  of  reverence  and  esteem  than  he.  It  is 
the  wish  of  his  many  friends  that  he  and  his  good 
wife  may  he  spaied  for  many  yeais  to  enjoy  a 
jjencefiil  closing  to  their   well-spent  lives. 


,,JAI!()N  T.  1X(;ALLS.  Somc  of  the  niosl 
.Wyu|j  llu)rougli  and  etticienl  agriculturists  of 
Michigan  are  among  tlio,se  who  have  de- 
voted themselves  (piite  exclusivel\  to  the 
lii'ceding  of  good  aiul  superior  grades  of  horses 
!ind  <'attle.  and  they  are  i:ipidly  inaking  Alichigan 
hcadcpiai-ters  I'oi'  liusiness  of  thi-  kind  and  gaining 
a  reputation  for  her  in  the  marts  of  the  world.  The 
gtulleman  of  whom  wc  write  makes  a  specialty  of 
breeding  trotting  horses  and  roadsters  and  resides 
oil  section  !l.  Leslie  Township. 

Oursuliject  was  horn  in  liergen.  (ieuesee  Coiinty. 
N.  v..  April  ,■).  1>^.')(I.  being  directly  descended 
liom  Ucnjainin  and  Maliiia  (Humphrey)  Ingalls. 
The  fathei-  wa>  born  in  the  (Jreeu  .Mountain  State, 
.•iiid  the  mother  lii>t  saw  the  light  in  Lima.  laving- 
ston  (ountw  N.  Y..  ami  there  made  her  home  until 
her  mariiage  to  the  lather  of  our  subject.  They 
lived  for  some  time  at  l>ergeii.  lint  afterward  re- 
turned to  J>ima,  whence  they  removed  to  Pembroke, 
(ienesee  County,  there  they  made  their  home  until 
their  removal  in  IS^tdto  Michiuan.  I'pon  reach- 
ing the  Wolverine  State,  they  made  their  home 
lirst  on  :i  farm  in  Colunitiia  Township.  Jackson 
(dnntw  and  afterward  removed  to  Onondago 
Township,  hrgliam  County.  They  came  to  this 
county  in  the  year  IH.)(I.  and  the  mother  passed 
away  here,  aliout  the  year  IH.i.").  having  completed 
a  half  centiirv  of  noble  and  virtuous  life.  The 
father  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son  .\aroii, 
with  whfim  he  has  resided  for  man\  years.  He  has 
followed  farmiuii   all    his  life  and    is    now    eitTht\- 


seven  years  of  age.  His  early  |iolitical  views 
led  liiin  into  the  Whig  party  but  he  is  now 
a  liepnblican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  l>apti.-t 
Church  of  which  his  wife  was  also  an  earnest  and 
active  member.  Their  nine  children  were  named 
Fitch.  .Sophronia.  .Varon  T..  llenjamin.  Francis. 
Lucinda.  Susan,  .lames  and    William. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  his  early  training 
upon  the  farm  and  in  the  district  schools  of  (Jene- 
see  County,  X.  V.  When  eleven  years  of  age  he 
started- out  in  life  for  himself  working  out  for  wages 
during  tlie  summer  and  in  the  winter  working  for 
his  board  and  going  to  .school.  He  was  some  twenty- 
two  years  old  wlien  he  came  in  1H.52.  to  ^lichigan. 
and  after  s|)ending  two  years  upon  the  farm  in 
Columbia  Township,  .lackson  County,  he  sold  it 
and  biiught  property  in  ( )nondaga  Township 
Ingham  County.  Latei-  he  dis|io>ed  of  that  pro)]- 
erty  and  for  several  years  s|)eculated  in  land  ;iiiil 
also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Leslie, 
besides  inannging  the  Leslie  Hotel  for  some  three 
year.s. 

Desiring  to  li\e  a  more  retired  life  he  exchanged 
his  hotel  for  a  ))ortion  of  his  present  farm  and  set- 
tled d<iwii  to  a  life  of  a  fanner.  He  has  a<lded  to 
his  acreage  from  time  to  time  and  now  li.as  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  on  sections  H  and  !l. 
most  of  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It 
is  now  several  years  since  he  has  devoted  himself 
largely  to  the  breeding  and  developing  of  tine  i-oad- 
slers.  and  tKjtling  horses,  and  he  keeps  about 
forty  heail  of  hor.ses  u])on  his  [ilace  all  the  time.  He 
is  .also  raising  thoroughbred  .lersey  cattle,  ami  luis 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Leslie  Township 
uiKni  which  he  has  placed  excellent  buildings  and 
all  the  accommodations  for  the  comfort  of  both  his 
family  and  his  stock. 

.\[r.  Ingalls  started  out  in  life  with  no  ca(iital  ex- 
cept a  willing  heart,  .strong  hands,  and  a  thorough 
determination  to  achieve  success,  and  he  !i;is  will- 
ingly endured  hardships  and  hard  work,  .■iiid  h;is 
never  shrunk  fr<mi  any  difficulties  which  have  been 
presented  to  him.  Resides  his  fanning  possessions 
he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  People's  Hank  at  J>eslie. 
and  also  has  stock  in  the  People's  Saving  Hank  at 
Ma.son.  His  political  views  are  such  as  will  be 
foun<l    in    the    platform    nnd    decl.Trnlion>   o1    the 
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Republican  party,,  upon  whose  ticket  he  has  been 
raised  to  several  of  the  minor  township  offices. 
He  is  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree. 

In  18.52  this  gentleman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Bolton,  of  Alabama,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  native  of  that  place  and 
a  daughter  of  Abram  and  Marin  da  (Griswold)  Bol- 
ton. Her  married  life  was  brief,  as  she  was  called 
from  earth  in  1855,  jiassing  away  in  Onondaga 
Townsliiii,  Ingham  County.  The  present  Mrs. 
Ingalls  is  a  daughter  of  Elon  and  Angeline  Annis 
and  she  Ijecame  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ingalls  in  May, 
1861.  Our  subject  lind  no  children  l>y  his  first 
marriage,  but  liy  liis  second  union  lia*  three  chil- 
dren, Emma,  Minnie,  and  Aaron  T..  .Ir.  Leslie 
postofflce  is  the  address  of  this  stock-breeder  who 
stands  well  in  lioth  agricultural  and  commercial 
circles  as  all  will  attest  who  have  had  any  deal- 
iniis  with  him. 


-t^ 


=^ 


\T  SRAEL  GILLETT.  AA'hen  the  early  settlers  of 
|{  any  city  have  been  men  of  character  and  abil- 
/1\  ity — men  who  resjjected  themselves  and  the 
laws  of  God  and  man — and  who  were  ins|iired 
with  a  noble  ambition  to  provide  for  their  child- 
ren and  their  children's  children,  we  may  be  sure 
tliat  a  grand  foundation  has  been  laid  for  the  up- 
building of  that  city.  Sncli  a  foundation  was  given 
to  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  by  the  coming  liither 
of  such  men  as  Israel  Gillett,  who  has  made  his 
home  in  this  city  since  xvoveniber  10,  18;j2,  thus 
ranking  as  among  tlie  oldest  settlers  here. 

This  successful  architect  and  mechanic,  whose 
office  ma_y  be  found  at  No.  104  W.  Michigan  Ave., 
was  born  at  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  N.  Y., 
jSIarch  4,  1827.  His  honored  parents,  Israel  Gil- 
lett, Sr.,  and  Susan  (Bailey)  Gillett.  were  New 
Yorkers  by  birth.  The  father  was  a  farmer  bj- 
occupation.  The  first  twenty-four  years  of  our 
subject's  life  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm  and 
tlicre  he  received  his  education  and  worked  in  a 
factory  as  machinist  and  later  on  was  set  to  learn- 


ing the  jeweler's  trade.  Upon  starting  out  for 
hinjself  he  came  to  Lansing  and  opened  a  jewehy 
establishment  here  on  Washington  Avenue,  in  which 
he  continued  for  sixteen  years,  being  the  second 
man  here  to  open  a  sliop  of  that  kind.  After  one 
year  he  Iiouglit  out  his  only  rival  in  tlie  trade  and 
for  seven  years  was  the  only  jeweler  in  Lansing. 

In  1868-69  Mr.  Gillett  sold  out  his  business  and 
.entered  upon  architectural  work  and  the  handling 
of  real  estate,  mostly  for  himself.  He  also  built 
and  sold  houses  and  carried  on  contracting  and 
building  for  others  and  has  continued  in  the  archi- 
tectural line  up  to  the  present  time,  and  still  super- 
intends the  completion  of  certain  special  contracts, 
although  he  is  gradually  closing  out  his  l)usiness 
and  retiring  from  active  work. 

.Vlthougii  interested  in  }nil)lic  matters  as  an  in- 
telligent man  must  always  be,  Mr.  Gillett  has  never 
cared  to  mingle  actively  in  political  movements. 
His  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  subject  of 
education  and  his  well-known  .al)ilityand  excellent 
judgment  have  for  seven  years  made  him  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  As  a  member  (jf  the 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  66,  of  l>ansing  lie  has  taken 
the  thirty-second  degree. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  now  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  city,  and  when  that  body  was  organized  he 
was  one  of  the  Trustees  and  one  of  the  building 
committee  ajipointed  by  the  (Juarterly  Conference 
to  superintend  th6  building  of  the  edilice  and  he 
is  the  only  surviving  member  of  that  committee. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  the  Ti'ustee 
and  Steward  of  that  church  and  when  they  sold 
the  old  building  and  put  up  the  new  one  he  w.as 
again  one  of  the  building  committee  and  practically 
w.as  the  superintendent  of  this  beautiful  structure 
which  cost  $50,000  and  was  only  completed  in 
1890  wth  a  seating  capacity  for  one  thousand 
people.  It  stands  at  the  corner  of  Capitol  Avenue, 
and  Ionia  streets  and  is  .an  admirable  building  of 
Ionia  sandstone  and  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1851  united  him 
with  Sarah  K.  Seaman,  daughter  of  Ransom  and 
Susan  (Da3')  Seaman.  This  lad^'  was  born  in  July 
31,  1831  and  her  girlhood's  home  was  Schroou 
Lake,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  her  wedding  day  being 
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November  10,  1857.  Their  two  children  are  Charles 
15.  and  .Tennio  S.,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Willis 
H.  Kirl)y  of  this  city  and  to  her  has  been  granted 
one  eliild — Ralph  (i. 


EDWIN    II.  PORTER  is   the  sou  of  Setli  .1. 
Porter,  whose  liistorv  may  be  found   uiuler 
the  et)nibined  liiographical  sketch  of  .1.  B.  cV 

K.  H.  Porter,  deak'rs  in  real-estate,  wlio  have  a 
large  business  in  the  sale  and  exchange  of  property, 
also  doing  a  large  luisiiiess  in  insurance,  both  life 
and  accident.  Our  subject  Ixxiglit  out  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  N.  1>.  .lones.  that  is,  his  local  interests 
in  the  ortice.  Since  he  has  been  so  interested  he 
has  been  very  successful,  doing  a  large  and  pay- 
ing business,  for  so  great  is  the  confidence  reposed 
in  his  judgment  and  word  by  dealers  in  real-estate 
and  so  reliable  is  he  known  to  be  tliat  his  patron- 
age is  ver\-  large. 

Edwin  II.  Porter  wa~  born  .it  .Marccllii>,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  December   Kj,    1822,   and  in 

1833  went  with  his  parents  to  Kalamazoo.  He  re- 
mained a  short  time  with  his  father  and  grandfather, 
who  had  a  farm  on  the  i)iairie.  He  procured  it  wlien 
the  soil  in  that  \'icinitv  was  virgin,  being  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  in  that  i)art  of  the  count}-. 
After  spending  the  winter  with  our  subject, Seth  .J. 
Porter  moved  to  Kalamazoo  where  in  tlie  s|)ring  of 

1834  he  built  the  first  frame  house,  which  was  then 
an  object  of  pride  iu  the  village.  There  he  re 
mained  until  tlie  following  August  when  his  de- 
cease occurred.  He  was  a  professional  man,  being 
a  skillful  physician  and  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
he  was  regarded  with  the  greatest  affection  and 
conlideuce.  He  was  the  second  physician  to  come 
into  the  county,  indeed  the  first  of  undoubted  re- 
pute, it  being  questionable  whether  the  one  who 
[ireceded  him  c<nild  rightfully  claim  the  title. 

After  her  husband's  death  our  subject's  mother 
remained  in  Kalamazoo  until  1837.  She  had 
meantime  married  Horace  Stimpson  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  They  then  moved  upon  a  faiin  in  Van 
Buren  County  near  Paw  Paw  and  there  remained 


for  several  years.  Finally  they  removed  to 
Allegan  where  Mr.  Stimpson  died.  .Vfter  his 
father's  death  our  subject  had  returned  to  his 
childhood's  home  in  the  East  and  remained  with 
friends,  attending  school  until  1839  when  he  came 
to  his  home  with  his  nuitlier.  lie  continued  his 
studies  that  year  and  in  the  spring  of  1840  went 
l)ack  to  Kalamazoo  to  go  into  business  for  himself. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  M. 
Haines,  died  in  this  city  in  I.S8.s.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years. 

Binding  himself  out  in  1840  to  a  manufat'lurer 
of  carriages,  our  subject  spent  the  next  five  years 
as  an  apprentice  in  learning  the  carriage-maker's 
trade.  At  the  ex|)iration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
cairied  on  the  business  fur  himself  for  a  coujile  of 
\cars,  when  lie  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  continuing  to  be  thus  eni|)loyed  until 
18;j7.  At  that  lime  he  sold  out  his  inter^-stt-  in 
the  giocei-y  line  and  became  Assistant  Postmaster. 
His  brother-in-law,  ^Ir.  .lames  \.  Walter,  was  aj)- 
pointed  to  the  position  of  Postmaster  in  Kalamazoo 
and  there  our  subject  remained  until  1802.  He 
then  eidisted  in  the  War  of  the  l>ebcllion  and  was 
ajjijointed  First  Lieutenant  and  Commissary  of 
the    regiment,    which    was    the    Fourth    Michigan 

!  Cavalry.  He  w.as  mustered  in  .Inly.  1802  and  was 
sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  He 
remained  in  active  service  until  Deceml)er,  1864, 
and  then  resigned   his   commission   on   account   of 

I  ill-lu-altli.  During  his  service  he  was  a  participant 
in  the  liattles  at  Stojie  River,  Chattanooga,  Look- 
out Mountain,   Chickamauga   and  was  one  of  the 

I    beleaguers  at  the  siege  of  .Atlanta. 

After  his  return  ^Ir.  Porter  again  went  into  public 
service,  being  apjjointed  t^\iartmaster  on  the  staff  of 
the  Provost  Marshal  and  lemained  in  the  jiosition 
until  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  war  were  closed 
up.  In  IsiOO  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerkship  in 
the  State  Land  Office  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  .July  when  he  wa>  appointed  as  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Ofllce  undeitien.  I'ritchard. 
which  office  he  retained  until  1H71.  At  the  date 
above  mentioned  he  went  into  the  Anditor-(Ten- 
eral's  office  and  there  remained  for  twent_\-  years, 
but  this  spring  the  change  in  the  Government  in 
which  the  Democrats  took  the  lead,  was  disastrous 
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to  him,  as  he  is  a  most  ardent  Republican  and  on 
losing  his  position  he  went  into  partnership  vvith 
his  brother  in  tlie  real-estate  .'ind  insurance  busi- 
ness as  before  mentioned. 

On  December  22,  1845.  Mr.  Porter  was  niaiiicil 
to  Miss  ^Vdeline  E.  Walter  tn  whom  four  children 
were  born,  their  names  hcnii;  as  folhins;  IIarve\' 
W.',  diaries  K..  Alice  .V.  and  Xcllic  !{.  .Vlice  is 
now  Mrs.  (leorge  II.  Seymour  and  Nellie  is  Mrs.  ('. 
R.  White.  Mrs.  Adeline  Porter  died  .Tune  2;i. 
1!SG5.  lie  was  a  second  time  married,  his  liiidc 
being  Miss  Emily  E.  Jsasli.  of  Lansing.  Slic  is  ;\ 
daughter  of  Charles  E.  Xash.  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  in  this  \icinity.  Mrs.  Porter  is  devoted 
to  her  husband  and  his  interests, making  for  him  a 
deliglitful  home  life.  They  arc  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  .-ind  ai-e  representative 
)ieople  in  the  city. 


>^ 


C^ 


Wr^OBERT  MANN.  There  is  nothing  that  shows 
|ll#^  the  innate  refinement  and  gentleness  of  n 
cki%  man's  nature  more  tlian  a  care  for  the  cx- 
'  quisite  blo.ssoms  thai  crown  the  most  i)atient 
and  diligent  efforts  at  cultivation.  A  cruel  vv  un- 
kind man,  or  a  careless  or  inappreciative  man  would 
never  succeed  as  a  florist,  for  the  tender  green 
things  under  the  charge  of  snch  a  person  are  en- 
tirely at  his  mercy,  to  be  starved  and  choked,  or  to 
be  fed,  watered,  and  warmed  at  his  will.  Neither 
can  an  ignorant  man  succeed  in  this  calling,  for 
ignorance  is  stupidity  and  inapi)reciativeness,  and 
one  who  is  .so  watchful  an<l  intelligent  that  he  can 
understand  the  unspoken  language  that  tells  of  the 
needs,  or  thankfulness  for  care,  of  the  green  things 
that  gladden  our  homes  and  crown  all  festive  occa- 
sions, is  neither  stupid  nor  ignorant,  Imt  humane 
and  tender. 

Our  subject  who  is  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Roliert 
Mann  ct  .Son  who  have  charge  of  the  most  exten- 
sive greenhouses  in  the  city,  is  located  on  South 
AVashington  Avenue,  where  he  has  extensive 
grounds,  having  two  and  a  half   acres  devoted  to 


the  business.  Their  trade  is  mostly  wholesale 
being  engaged  in  forcing  early  vegetal)les  and  in 
selliuii  in  a  wholesale  way  to  the  grocers  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Mann  was  born  in  Ipswich.  Mas.s.,  .lan- 
u.'iiy  "i.'i.  l!s:il.  lie  is  a  son  of  Jabez  and  Mary 
(Peatlield)  Mann,  the  family  lieing  of  English  ori- 
gin, having  emigrated  from  England  to  this 
countiy  and  settled  in  Ipswich  in  1H27.  Our  sub- 
ject's father,  directly  aftei-  his  marriage,  devoted 
himself  to  the  occupation  of  shoemaking,  but  dur- 
ing the  last  years  of  his  life  was  a  manufacturer  of 
knit  goods.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  liel)einga  Trustee  and  one 
of  the  stanch  old  men  of  his  time. 

The  education  enjoyed  liy  oui-  subject  was  ai- 
((iiired  in  his  native  place,  where  he  tini.shed  in  the 
granunnr  school,  anil  then  became  engaged  iii  the 
tin  business  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass.  lie  re- 
moved from  that  city,  however,  to  Hillsdale,  Mich., 
in  .\ugust,  1H4!),  and  while  still  a  boy  he  lauiu'hed 
out  alone  engaging  in  his  trade  as  tinner,  anil  for 
.•I  number  of  years  worked  as  journeyman  at  that 
plai-e.  In  lis7(i.  he  came  to  the  city  of  Lansiu". 
having,  prior  to  i-oniini;  liere.  inai-ricd  Miss  Ann 
.Mice  Clark.  »  daughter  of  Caii)has  Clark.  She 
was  born  .luly  7,  1 8411.  and  is  a  native  of  England. 
hax'inu  come  witii  lier  parents  to  the  United  States 
when  only  one  year  old. 

On  coming  to  Lansing  in  187G,  <nir  subject  en- 
gaged in  gardening  and  in  the  business  of  a  llor- 
ist,  first  renting  the  land  which  he  used  ;inil 
gradually  increasing  his  business,  until  in  1HS2.  he 
purchased  the  place  which  they  now  occupy,  and 
which  alone  as  a  real-estate  deal  has  been  a  most 
fortunate  and  protitalile  investment.  It  is  one- 
half  mill'  inside  the  city  limits  and  in  fine  condi- 
tion for  sub-division.  This  they  put  into  shape, 
added  large  greenhc>uses  and  now  do  a  fine  busi- 
ness in  forcing  vegetables  and  flowers.  In  1886, 
they  also  built  upon  the  jilace  a  tine  two-story 
frame  i-esidence,  which  is  a  home  that  is  striking  in 
its  beauty  of  surrounding,  its  location  anrl  the  way 
in  which  it  is  kept  up.  Mr.  Mann  is  now  one  of 
the  prominent  and  successful  business  men  of  the 
town.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Rolwrt  H.,  who  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  business,  having    been    so   occupied 
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since  1878;  Florence  L.  and  Maiy  A.;  nil  are  still  at 
home,  and  form  a  delightful  society  within  them- 
selves. The  young  ladies  as  well  as  the  young- 
gentleman,  are  bright,  intelligent  and  accomplished, 
and  the  air  about  the  home  is  filled  with  the  sun- 
shine that  ^-Qung  life  and  enthusiasm  brings.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Cliureh  and  are  enthusiastic  workers  in  that  body, 
doing  all  in  their  power  for  the  upbuilding  aud 
sustaining  of  the  Gospel  work.  Our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  from  his 
social  relations,  has  derived  many  substantial  ben- 
efits as  well  as  social  pleasures. 


-^^i^m^j: 
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YRUS  ALSDORF.  The  name  at  the  head  ot 
this  sketch  is  that  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
S^^  settlers  in  Ingham  County,  he  having  come 
here  in  18.56,  which,  late  as  it  may  seem  to  a  resi- 
dent in  an  older  State  and  county,  showed  very 
few  of  the  present  improvements.  Prior  to  coming 
here  Mr.  Alsdorf  had  located  in  Pontiac,  Oakland 
County,  settling  there  in  18,53.  He  was  born  in 
Ulster  County.  N.  Y.,  October  14,  1825,  and  is  a 
son  of  Levi  Alsdorf,  who  is  descended  from  the 
Alsdorfs  that  were  the  original  patentees  of  what 
was  known  as  the  Holland  Land  Purchase. 

When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eight  years  of 
age  his  parents  removed  from  Ulster  County  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  Most  of  his  education, 
however,  was  acquired  in  Wyoming  County  and 
there  he  attained  manhood  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Loretta  Melcher,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Melcher,  a  pioneer  in  this  State  from 
Vermont,  Mrs,  Alsdorf  was  born  in  the  year  18-29, 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  June  6,  1846,  In 
1853  he  came  with  his  wife  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Pontiac.  He  wiis  there  employed  in  the 
freight  office  of  the  Detroit  &  Pontiac  Railroad. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Ingham  County,  where 
his  father-in-law  had  located,  settling  in  Meridian 
Ti;)wnship.  For  a  time  our  subject  there  engaged 
in  farming, 

Not  as  familiar  with  agricultural  .as  with  com- 


mercial life  he  preferred  the  latter  and  .soon  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  foreman  in  the  Reform  .School 
shop,  being  installed  in  his  position  while  the 
institution  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  He  was  there 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
enlisted  .as  principal  musician  in  the  Fourteenth 
Michigan  Infantry.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was 
promoted  while  at  Tuscumbia,  Ala,,  to  be  leader 
of  the  band.  First  Brigade  of  .Second  Division  of 
the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  which  was  commanded 
by  (tcu.  .James  D,  Morgan.  He  served  all  through 
the  battles  of  Corinth  and  the  summer  campaign 
of  1862-63.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  battles  of 
Stony  River  and  Chickamauga  and  w.as  finally 
discharged  on  account  of  disability.  While  lying 
at  Frank  Anderson's  cross  roads  at  Sequatchie 
River,  he  was  .sent  to  the  hospital  aud  remained 
there  until  his  discharge,  which  took  place  in 
l)eceml)er,  1863. 

He  lemained  at  home  until  the  .spring  of  1864, 
when  he  re-enlisted  in  the  post  band  under  Gen. 
Suofleld  and  lemained  until  the  elo.se  of  the  wai-. 
On  returning  to  the  N(jrth  our  subject  went  back 
to  the  Reform  School  and  remained  there,  filling 
the  position  which  he  had  previousl3'  occupied 
until  1868,  when  he  received  a  call  to  go  to  the 
Wisconsin  Refoim  .School  as  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent. He  responded  to  this  call,  but  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year  he  was  urged  to  return  to 
his  old  position  and  came  back  as  acting  assistant 
Superintendent,  whieh  position  he  maintained  un- 
til December,  1871,  when  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  old  Holmes  drug  store  and  has 
devoted  himself  to  the  drug  business  ever  since, 
changing  neither  his  location  nor  his  mode  of  pro- 
cedure in  business.  The  firm  is  now  run  under 
the  name  of  C.  Alsdorf  A'  Son,  he  having  taken 
his  son  into  partnership  on  the  retirement  of  his 
former  partner.  Since  engaging  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, fortune  has  smiled  upon  Mr.  Alsdorf'  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in 
the  city. 

jMr.  Alsdorf  is  the  possessor  of  a  lieautiful  home 
at  the  corner  of  Capitol  Avenue  and  Shiawassee 
Street,  It  is  most  graciously  presided  over  by  his 
wife,  who  is  an  estimable  and  refined  lady.  The 
house  in  which  they  dwell  is  commodious  and  at^ 
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tractive  and  is  delightfully  located  in  the  midst  of  a 
velvety  gi'eeu  lawn  :iiid  sun-ounded  with  the  choic- 
est shade  trees.  Il  i.-^  indeed  a  home  where  a  man 
might  spend  most  happily  the  declining  years  of 
his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alsdorf  have  the  following 
children:  Pranlc,  who  is  a  wholesale  manufacturer 
of  harness  and  is  located  at  All>ion;  he  lias  a  wife 
and  three  bright  children,  whose  names  are  Maude. 
^lonroe  and  Don;  Stella  is  the  wife  of  Charles  L. 
Seelev,  a  prominent ;-tock-raiser  near  the  cit3';  she 
i>  llie  mother  of  tuur  children — Dewej",  Fay,  Ma- 
rian and  Leonard;  Fred  is  in  business  with  his 
father;  lie  also  has  a  wife  and  family,  liis  cliihlrcnV 
names  lieing  (Jrace,  Loviise  and  Richard.  The 
family  is  nut  so  scattered  but  that  it  admits  uf 
fre(juent  reunions  and  tlic  cliildicn  witli  their 
broods  of  children  make  tlic  (ild  liome  merry  and 
fill  with  deliglit  the  fund  iiearts  uf  tlieir  parents 
who  are  so  fortunate  in  tiiat  their  cliildren  are 
such  n()l>K'  men  and  winnen.  I'olilieally  Mr.  Als- 
dorf is  a  stanch  Kepnlilii-an. 


;^+^- 


[^     .a^ 


SCAR  F.   C'AMl'.      A   lecord  of   the    exper- 


ices  of  the  early  settlers  of  any  coiintrx 
is  ever  of  interest  to  readers,  and  llie  |)en  of 
tlie  writer  never  speeds  over  the  pajicr  more  cheer- 
fully than  in  recounting  the  brave  endurance  of 
hardship  and  the  heroic  ciieouiiter  with  the  sa\aiie 
'elements  of  nature  which  are  t'.\|)eiienced  liy  pio- 
neers. For  tliis  reason  the  biographer  enjoys 
sprinkling  in  amoiiii'  his  more  commonplace  tales 
an  occasional  sketch  of  tlie  pioneei's  of  .Michigan. 
The  gentlenian  of  whom  we  write,  who  was  one 
of  the  earliest  setlh'rs  of  L.-insiiiL!.  Iimhani  CoiinlN'. 
lirst  located  aliout  sixteen  i-ods  uoi'lh  of  his  |)ri'- 
sent  beautiful  home  which  is  situated  al  No.  71G 
High  Street,  making  his  i-esideiice  in  .a  log  sh;in1y 
in  the  dei)tli  of  the  forest.  This  was  in  l.S4«.  as 
he  had  pui-chased  land  in  1847.  before  Washington 
Avenue  was  liewed  out  of  the  forest,  and  at  that 
lime  that  roadway  had  simply  been  cleared  of 
underbrush,  su  that  teams  could  creej)  through, 
l>u1  the  main  part  of  the  limber  was  sitill  standing. 


In  addition  to  his  home  lot  Mr.  Camp  has  a  beauti- 
ful farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres 
which  is  within  the  cit\-  limits. 

Our  subject  was  fiorn  in  Alexander,  (Jenesee 
t  ounty.  \.  Y.,  l^ecemlier  7,  1818.  and  is  a  son  of 
.lames  and  lielsey  (Tudor)  Camp,  formerly  from 
Hartford.  Conn.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  a 
|iioneer  in  (ienesce  County,  settling  there  after  the 
War  of  1812.  Our  subject  grew  there  to  his  mat- 
urity, learning  the  trade  of  a  mason  at  Batavia. 
The  fathei-  lived  upon  the  old  home  farm  until  the 
day  of  his  death.  When  aliout  twenty-five  years 
old  Oscar  Camii  purchased  the  father's  old  home- 
stead and  established  himself  as  a  family  man. 
His  bride  w.-ts  Mi.ss  b'hoda  .liidd  of  Bethany.  N.  V.. 
to  wlium  were  born  four  childieii,  namel\':  Alice 
\'..  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Hocabout  of  this  cit\  ; 
Charlotte;  (ierliude.  wife  of  Ti'acy  Merrills  of 
Lansing,  and    .leauetle.    Mis.    .loshua    McNurman. 

When  Mr.  Caiiip  lirouglit  his  family  to  Lansing. 
in  1848,  they  came  with  three  teams  from  Detroit 
and  having  settled  tliein  in  the  old  log  sh.'inty  he 
went  to  work  to  clear  off  his  farm.  As  suuii  as  he 
was  a  little  settled  and  had  things  in  trim  fur 
regular  work,  lie  hired  a  iii;iii  to  du  the  lie:ivy  part 
of  the  farming  and  he  worked  at  his  trade.  His 
work  may  be  .seen  upon  many  of  the  pruminent 
liuihlings  uf  a  decade  ago,  and  he  jint  up  lioth  the 
(ity  r>;ink  .■iiid  (he  Central  Bank  and  was  fureman 
fur  the  city  in  the  cuiistruction  of  the  bridge  abut- 
ment. He  has  kept  his  farm  under  excellent 
cultixatiun  and  iio«  has  a  portion  of  l;iiid  which 
is  consuleied  among  the  must  valuable  in  the  city. 
Cp  to  18;)1  he  has  jiaid  over  ^!).()00  (axes  upon  his 
farm.  W  hen  he  purchased  it  he  jiaid  s!2()  fur  si.\ 
acres  uf  land.  =Si;>  for  eighty  acres  .and  xfi  for 
another  forty. 

Mr.  Camp  has  lilled  several  <illices  uf  ies](unsi- 
bility  and  trust  in  the  cummunity,  having  been  Ald- 
erman fill-  the  First  \Vard  and  lieing  un  the  .Schuul 
Buaid  anil  in  liolli  of  Ihese  jiositions  he  has  liei'ii 
of  great  use  to  the  cit\  on  account  of  his  excellent 
judgment  and  aggressive  yet  prudent  methods  of 
woi'k.  .He  attends  and  sup|)orts  Ihe  I'niversalist 
('luirch  and  at  Ihe  time  that  this  religious  body 
erected  a  house  of  worship  he  was  un  the  building 
cunimilter   where    liis    knuwledae    of    methods    of 
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luiildinu'  and  tlic  \aluciif  material  was  very  |)rofil- 
:ilile  to  the  eliurcli.  Aliout  three  years  aftei 
(■(iiiiinii  111  thiscily  lie  was  liereaved  liy  tlie  death  nf 
his  wife  and  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  (liarlier) 
.liidsi.ii.  who  was  a  widow  previous  to  her  union 
with  him.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views 
Imt  still  rather  independent  in  regard  to  his  vote. 
as  lie  makes  it  a  point  tn  study  the  needs  of  tiie 
(■iimmunitv  and  tlir  characteristics  of  the  men  wlio 
seek  utiic-e  liefiire  nsino'  his  liallot  tii  place  them 
there.  lie  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  who 
lia\e  made  their  home  in  I^a'nsing;,  and  his  value 
to  the  community  has  not  been  measured  simply 
liy  his  activities,  although  they  have  been  great, 
fill  they  have  been  supplemented  by  his  influence 
fur  u'lKid  in    mural,  social   and    iiuhistrial    spheres. 


— J- 


=^3>^^<l 


.@^=L_ 


:Qy- 


-5— 


OILS  K.  KOWLKY.  .lournalism  offers  a 
broad  Held  to  tlie  man  who  aspires  to  liter- 
Ikii^.  ary  houois  and  althduuh  of  modern  origin 
cimiparatively,  the  literary  clement  in  our  new.s- 
papers  has  discovered  to  the  world  many  a  star 
wlio  might  otherwi.se  ha\e  shone  un.seen.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Lansing  Journal,  a  breezy  sheet  that  besides  mir- 
loring  the  general  trend  of  public  sentiment,  con- 
tains much  of  real  merit  in  joiiinalisin.  Mr. 
IJowley  is  also  Deputy  Secretary  of  .State,  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  by  Secretary  of  State  Soper 
in  .January,   1891. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  horn  in  Ionia 
County,  May  17.  1K;")H.  He  is  the  son  of  (ieorge 
.'ind  Catherine  ((ireen)  Rowley,  the  father  being 
one  of  the  earl^'  settlers  and  born  in  ^fimroe 
(  ounty.  N.  Y..  as  was  the  mother  likewise.  .Vfter 
marriage  they  came  to  Ionia  County.  ^licli..  about 
IS.').')-;")*),  and  there  lived,  the  father  being  em- 
ployed  as  a  machinist.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Ionia  until  his  demise,  which  occuned  in  1862. 

Inld  thirteen  yeai's  of  age  our  subject  was  o(- 
eiipied  with  his  si'liool  duties.  ,V  bright  lad  nat- 
niaih'.  he  was  neither  better  nor  worse  fhan  the 
niajovity  of  boys,   nor  couhl    he    resist  the  temitta- 


tion  to  "have  some  fun"  moie  than  other  boys. 
After  he  had  attained  the  manly  age  of  thirteen  he 
worked  in  the  Sentinel  otlice  of  Ionia,  andhaslieen 
connected  with  this  ollice  in  one  capacit3'  and  an- 
other ever  since,  working  up  from  the  beginning. 
He  soon  engaged  as  a  reporter  and  continued  do- 
iiig  that  line  of  work  until  187il,  when  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Ionia  Standard,  which  wiis  the 
l)olitical  organ  of  the  Democratic  party  in  that 
place.  In  1883  !Mr.  Uowley  removed  to  Lansing 
and  purchased  the  Lansing  Journal,  which  is  the 
Democratic  organ  in  this  city.  In  .lanuary,  1887, 
our  subject  established  the  Daily  Journal,  which 
has  held  its  own  in  the  face  of  all  opposition  since 
its  inception.  He  now  gives  the  major  portion  of 
his  time  to  a  general  oversight  C)f  the  journalistic 
work  that  is  done  in  his  office. 

Mr.  Rowley  was  married  January  18.  1882,  to 
Miss  Mar\'  C.  Clark,  of  louia.  One  child,  a  son, 
is  the  result  of  this  union,  named  Edward  C.  Mr. 
Rowley  is  a  genial,  whole-hearted  man,  who  has  a 
host  of  friends.  He  is  a  membei'  of  th<>  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  and  his  wife,  who  is  a  charming  lady,  with  gra- 
cious, dignilicd  manners,  are  attendants  and  su|)- 
jjorters  of  tlie  Congregational  Church. 


Z'  *=H*i 


«^,  LKXANDER    MCMILLAN,    M.    D.       Un- 

-  V@/'-j|     swerving-  integrity,  rugged  independence, 
///   A*    sturdy  industry  and  an   honorable  regard 
(^  for  the  laws  of  God  and  men  are  among 

the  most  notable  characteristics  of  the  Scottish 
nighlunders.  To  have  descended  from  them  is  n 
guarantee  of  the  |)ossession  of  the.se  traits,  and  it 
is  ail  heritage  of  great  value  to  any  citizen.  Our 
>nliject.  who  is  one  of  tlie  iiiominent  ])liysicians  of 
this  city,  is   proud  to  boast  of  such  an  ancestry. 

Dr.  ^kOlillan  was  born  in  the  County-  of  (Uen- 
gany.  Caiinda.  March  .">.  181.'),  and  is  the  son  of 
Duncan  and  Mary  (.Mel)<mell)  Mc^NIillaii.  the 
father  lieiiig  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  both 
father  and  mother  were   children    of  Scotch  High- 
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landers  who  came  to  Canada  in  1  Tills.  The 
County  of  Glengarry  was  settled  by  this  class  of 
the  Scotch,  and  in  the  early  da^'s  of  our  subject 
not  a  word  of  English  was  heard  in  social  conver- 
sation. The  father  of  the  Doctor  remained  in  that 
county  throughout  his  lifetime,  but  after  the  early 
boyhood  and  school  days  of  our  subject,  the  lattcT' 
spent  some  years  in  a  store,  first  in  Canada  and 
afterward  in  Chicago. 

In  the  metropolis  of  the  Prairie  State  young 
McMillan  began  business  for  himself,  and  in  this 
he  was  fairly  successful  until  the  great  fire,  in 
which  he  was  burned  out.  He  accepted  this  dis- 
appointment in  a  piiilosophic  manner,  and  gave 
up  the  mercantile  l)usiness,  and  now  began  hi» 
medical  studies,  entering  the  Belleview  Hospital 
Medical  College  in  Xew  York  City.  After  study- 
ing tiiere  one  year  lie  went  into  tiie  Long  Island 
Hospital  Medical  College,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1871.  Ho  afterward  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  in  Trinity  (  ollege,  Toronto, 
Canada. 

In  1876,  the  young  Doctor  was  ready  to  begin 
practice,  and  being  attracted  to  Michigan,  he  de- 
cided to  open  his  olflce  in  the  capital  city  of  our 
State,  and  here  he  h.as  continued  witli  true  Scot- 
tish steadfastness  from  tliat  day  to  this,  devoting 
himself  to  general  practice.  His  thorough  medi- 
cal education  prei)ared  him  for  the  successful  prac- 
tice which  has  been  his,  and  his  sound  judgment 
and  skill  have  given  him  a  standing  in  the  profes- 
sion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Lansing  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  was  its  President  for  one  year.  He  has 
been  City  Physician  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  five  years,  and  is  now  and  has  been  for 
four  years  past  the  County  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor  of  Ingham  County,  and  also  fills  the  office  of 
President  of  the  State  Association  of  County 
Superintendents  of  the  Poor.  He  is  by  appoints 
ment  of  the  Governor,  Chairman  and  member  of 
the  Central  Board  of  Control  of  State  Institutions, 
having  received  his  appointment  in  October,  1891, 
for  a  term  of  six  years.  The  hapjs^^  wedded  life 
of  Dr.  McMillan  began  in  1873,  when  he  was 
united  with  Miss  Josephine  Marie  Curtin,of  Peter- 
boro,  Canada,  to  whom  has  been  born  one  child,  I. 
Donald,  who  is  still  a  voung  bov  and   is   receiving 


a  thorough  education  from  his  careful  and  judi- 
cious parents.  Mrs.  McMillan's  brother,  .J.  C.  Cur- 
tin,  is  a  distinguished  author  and  journalist,  and 
lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Our  subject's  eldest 
brother.  Donald  Mc^Iillan,  also  a  physician,  living 
at  Alexandria,  Ontario,  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Dominion  vSenate. 


Hiflli^b^^yiafcy^^.ya^ 


ACOB  EICHELE.  Although  our  subject  is 
not  yet  an  old  man.  having  only  reached 
that  pf)int  of  vantage  where  he  can  live  in 
the  bi'iglit  experience  of  the  i)ast  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  memories  that  have  made 
his  youth  interesting  and  piquant,  he  has  retired 
from  active  business,  having  formerly  l)een  i)r(i- 
prietor  of  the  Eichele  House,  which  he  had  man- 
aged for  eighteen  years.  He  now,  however,  leases 
it  to  his  son-in  law,  having  given  up  the  place  into 
his  care.  May  1,  1891.  Our  subject  has  ever  been 
a  genial,  whole-souled  man,  and  in  his  capacity  as 
host  he  has  become  familiar  with  many  of  the 
men  prominent  in  political  life,  as  well  as  others 
who  have  taken  their  st.and  high  up  in  the  ranks 
of  literature,  the  arts  and  sciences. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  in  the  city  of 
Wurtemberg,  December  3,  1826.  There  he  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  that  country,  which  is 
more  noted  for  having  better  educational  theories 
and  methods  than  any  other  nation,  combining 
technical  training  with  the  mental  development.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1854,  locating  first  in 
Ohio.  He  remained  in  Wyandot  County,  of  that 
State  for  eleven  years.  During  this  time  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Funck.  Their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  June,  1855.  The  lady,  like  her  husband, 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  being  there  born  January 
31.  1834.  She  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
she  had  a  brother,  at  the  same  time  and  on  the 
same  boat  on  which  our  subject  came  over.  While 
in  (Jhio.  he  of  whom  we  write  was  employed  on  a 
farm  and  amassed  with  liis  work  there  a  comtort- 
able  competency.  Thence  he  came  to  Jackson, 
this  State,  and  has  here  lived    for   one   year,  when 
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lif  icmoved  to  Lansing  in  1867.  and  engaged  in 
the  lioarding-lKiu.se  Imsiness.  liaxing  eunneeted  with 
the  liouse  a  wdooii.  He  is  tlie  ohlest  (ierinan  luisi- 
ness  nian  in  this  eity. 

Not  eniitent  with  tlie  business  tliat  he  had  limit 
u|i.  Ml',  luehele  souglit  liandsonier  and  nioi'e  com- 
uHidiiius  ([narters.  an<l  eiveted  at  a  large  expense 
the  Kicliele  llunse.  a  tliree-stoi-y  hriek  liutel.  Id- 
eated at  Nil.  2(1(1  Xortli  Wasliington  Avenue,  and 
eontinued  as  tlie  jnopiielor  and  owner  of  tliis 
[ilaee  until  lis'.'l.  as  ahove  nientioiUMl.  wlicn  lie 
leased  his  piaee  to  his  son-in-law.  ( )ur  siilijeet  has 
never  had  any  aniliitinn  In  luild  lueal  othee.  hav- 
ing given  his  attentimi  tu  liuilding  up  his  business 
and  in  proxidiug  his  guests  with  those  eomtnits 
and  lu.Kuries  to  whieh  they  are  entitled. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Kicliele  are  the  parents  ot  live 
ehiidreii.  Must  of  them  have  attained  the  years 
(if  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  are  in  business 
for  themselves  or  jjreside  over  a  home  <if  their 
(^wn.  The  eldest  son.  .John.  i>  a  grocer,  having  his 
store  in  the  building  adjoining  our  subject's  liotel. 
Frank  lives  npon  and  operates  the  ftirm  owned  iiy 
our  subject  in  tlinton  ('<uiiity.  this  State.  .Vnna. 
the  wife  of  William  F.  (iraessle.  the  proprietor  of 
the  Kicliele  House,  is  a  eai»alp|e  and  comiietent 
liu~ine.s,s  woinan.  Mary,  the  wife  of  Walter  Bliss. 
lives  at  C'levelanil.  Otto  still  remains  with  his 
parent^  and  reflects  to  them  in  his  y<Hing  life 
the  pleasures  and  bnoyancy  that  they  in  their 
young  life  experienced.  Socially  our  subject  is 
<-oniiected  with  the  .Masonic  fiaternity.  but  is  not 
now  a  memlier  of  that  .society.  He.  howexcr.  has 
been  allied  with  them  since  lK(5;i.at  which  time  he 
joined  the  soeietv  in  ()hi<i. 


'■^^=^,\ 


OSES  II.  TAYLOl!.  This  worthy  and  hon- 
orable gentleman,  who  is  now-  the  Crier  of 
the  Su|)reme  Court,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Lansing.  Ingliam  County,  since  Ainil. 
He  was  in  various  lines  of  business  in  this 
city  up  to  the  time  he  received  his  appointment, 
and  is  well  known  among  business  men  of  the  place. 


186;3. 


Our  subject  was  liorn  in  French tfiwn,  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J..  February  1  (!.  1817.  His  father,  Abel 
Taylor,  was  also  a  native  of  Frenchtown  and  liis 
grandfather,  Edwin,  was  born  in  Xew  .Jersey  and 
was  of  English  descent.  The  grandfather  had  a 
large  and  fine  farm  on  the  Delaware  River,  and 
although  he  was  an  invalid  for  many  years  he  lived 
to  an  advanced  age.  Both  he  and  his  wife  had 
Ijrothers  who  served  in  tlie  Kevolutionary  conflict. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  faimer  in  New 
.Jer.sey,  who,  by  an  .accident  became  a  cripple,  and 
he  therefore  devoted  himself  to  teaching  and  sur- 
veying, being  an  excellent  ijenman  and  a  fine 
scholar.  In  18.'iri  he  decided  to  come  West,  and 
reiiiovint;  to  ( )liio.  located  in  Erie  (onnty.  near 
the  fioundaries  of  Sandusky  Couiitw  where  he  lived 
upon  a  farm  through  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
His  will-.  Hachel  Everitt.  was  born  in  K\eiittstown. 
N.  .1..  her  father.  Samuel,  being  a  merchant  there 
for  whom  the  town  was  christened.  Besides  his 
mereliandi.se  he  t'arried  on  the  bllsine^s  of  distillinu' 
and  milling. 

Moses  'J'aylor  is  the  youngest  in  the  iiareiital 
faiiiilv  of  .-icven  children,  and  until  he  was  nine 
years  of  .age  he  remained  upon  the  farm  and  then 
went  to  Ilackettsttiwn.  AVarren  County.  N.  .1..  and 
afterward  to  Moiristown  and  Newark,  in  all  of 
these  i)laces  attending  the  select  school,  and  begin- 
ning business  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  by  clerk- 
ing in  a  grocery  store  in  Newark.  After  two  years 
he  went  to  Mcirristown  and  sjii'iit  three  years  there 
.as  a  clerk  in  a  hotel  liefore  the  railroad  was  intro- 
duced. He  then  engaged  in  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness until  1M44  when  he  came  Westand  undertook 
farming  for  several  years  in  P^rie  County,  Ohio, 
after  which  he  was  in  a  hotel  ,'it  Sandusky,  and 
afterward  at  St.  Lawrence  and  Townsend,  and 
finally  became  proprietor  of  the  Townsend  Hou.se. 
From  there  he  went  to  Toledo  and  took  charge  of 
the  Oliver  Hou.se,  but  being  alllicted  with  the  Maii- 
mee  fever  he  spent  two  years  in  recuperating.  In 
1863  he  came  to  Lansing  as  clerk  for  Martin  Hud- 
son at  the  old  .Xmerican  House,  and  afterward  the 
old  Hudson  House. 

'Sir.  Taylor  was  the  iiioneer  in  the  ice  business 
in  Lansing,  as  in  1864  he  opened  the  first  public 
ice  house  and  put  the  first  wagon  on  the  streets. 
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After  two  years  he  .sold  this  Inisiiiess  and  was  in 
Pennsylvania  for  some  time  and  after  eoming  back 
pursued  various  Hues  of  business  such  as  express- 
age  and  hotel  work.  In  1880,  during  the  January 
term  of  court  he  received  the  appointment  as  Crier 
in  the  Superior  Court  of  Michigan  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  at  this  post  of  duty,  in  which  he 
is  faithful  and  efficient.  He  is  a  member  of  tlic 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  in  his  polit- 
ical views  is  attached  to  the  Republican  party 
although  he  is  independent  in  his  vote.  Before 
the  formation  of  that  party  he  had  been  a  Whig. 
He  is  one  of  the  men  who  are  known  best  by  their 
work,  as  his  modesty  and  devotion  to  duty  are 
more  prominent  than  his  ability  to  speak  his  own 
praises. 


^^^  LBERTUS  W.  EDSON,  a  clairvoyant  phy- 
^^/  |l  si'^i^D,  having  his  home  and  office  at  No. 
519  Cedar  Street,  N.,  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
sing, Ingham  County,  was  born  in  Roy- 
alton  Township,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  October 
28,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Brooks  and  Marilla 
(^ Eastman)  Edson.  His  father  in  his  early  days  was 
a  blacksmith  and  later  became  a  salesman  for  a 
large  marble  house  at  Cleveland.  He  came  to  Lan- 
sing in  1868  and  kept  an  hotel  in  North  Lansing, 
but  afterward  removed  to  AVilliamston,  where  he 
retired  from  active  work  for  the  rest  of  his  days. 
He  had  two  children,  our  subject  and  a  daughter 
by  his  third  wife,  who  was  born  six  weeks  after  his 
deatli,  which  sad  event  took  place  on  Christmas 
Bay.  1881). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  Cleveland,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist, 
at  which  he  worked  for  nearly  four  years  until  he 
I'eceived  an  injury.  His  employer  was  very  kind 
and  helpful  to  him  in  gaining  his  education,  as  tlio 
lioy  was  dependent  upon  himself  from  the  time  he 
was  twelve  years  old.  He  was  employed  upon  the 
the  lake  from  1864  to  1867.  and  about  that  time  ho 


had  de\eluped  his  clairvoyant  powers  and  began 
practicing  for  the  relief  of  the  sick.  The  power 
first  came  to  him  on  a  sick  bed  on  New  Year's  Day, 
1866,  and  he  claims  that  he  then  began  to  see  the 
cause  and  nature  of  the  disease.  He  has  been  in 
practice  from  that  day  to  this,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  when  he  was  farming.  He  came  to 
Lansing  in  1868  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice 
here,  spending  one  day  of  the  week  in  Fowlerville, 
and  one  day  in  Owosso.  He  has  never  advertised 
as  he  depends  entirely  on  the  reputation  which  he 
gains  among  his  patients,  yet  he  is  driven  hard  all 
of  the  time,  and  has  the  best  class  of  people  among 
his  patients.  Roots  and  herbs  and  tinctures  made 
from  them  are  his  main  dependence  as  remedies.  . 

Dr.  Edson  is  one  of  the  original  stock  holders  of 
the  Ingham  County  Savings  Bank,  and  is  Secretary 
of  the  Haslett  Park  Camp  Association,  being  one 
of  its  Directors,  and  acting  as  manager.  He  is 
President  of  the  ISIediums'  Protective  Union,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  same  as  well  as  Director  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Mediums'  Medical  Association.  At  the 
time  of  the  existence  of  the  Spiritualists'  Local  As- 
sociation he  was  its  Vice-President,  and  one  of  the 
Directors,  and  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  State 
Association  of  Spiritualists  and  Liberalist.s.  He  is 
a  member  of  Protection  Lodge,  No.  321,1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  also  of  the  P^ncampment  and  Uniformed 
Militant.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic 
order,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  66.  He  represented 
the  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  at  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
years.  He  has  been  through  all  the  chairs,  being 
now  Past  Grand. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  23,  1870,  to  Cath- 
erine Gaus,  of  this  city,  daughter  of  George  Gaus, 
who  had  lived  here  since  1853.  Mr.  Edson  was 
born  February  16,  1850,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  early  childhood.  She 
lost  her  mother,  Ai)ril  5.  185;».  leaving  this  daugh- 
ter, the  eldest  of  seven  children.  After  that  she 
was  away  from  home  most  of  the  time.  .She  lived 
with  .lustin  Watson  until  she  was  fifteen  yeais  old. 
after  which  she  came  to  Lansing. 

Our  subject  owns  the  handsome  home  in  which 
he  resides,  which  he  built  in  1882,  as  well  as  n 
tenant  house  on  Centre  Street,  N.,  and  he  is  in- 
tending to  build  another  soon.     His  property  has 
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hII  been  accuiiiulated  (luriiiii  the  last  nineteen 
years.  L.ast  year  he  built  the  Mediums'  Home  at 
Ha.slett's  Park  at  Pine  Lake.  He  is  a  fiiend  to  all 
mediums,  and  often  advances  money  for  their 
necessities. 


■■#-i^-i;-; * 


LEXANDER  CAMERON.  The  brave  spirit 
of  the  Scottish  Highlanders  has  descended 
jj    i)    through  the  North  of  Ireland  to  America 
(2^'  and  has  in  innumerable  cases  displa^yed  its 

gallant  colors  u])on  the  battlefield.  We  are  proud 
to  give  a  resume  of  the  life  of  one  of  our  British- 
American  citizens  who  h.as  done  valiant  service  for 
the  cause  of  his  adoi)ted  country  and  has  also  the 
additional  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Lansing,  having  come  here  in  I808. 

Mr.  Cameron  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
of  Scotch  parentage,  August  26,  1830,  and  there 
he  received  his  education  and  was  engaged  as 
agent  for  a  manufacturing  establishment  until  after 
his  mari-iage.  His  bride  was  ^liss  Sophia  Wheeler 
who  was  l)orn  in  Cornwall,  Engliwid.  Thence  she 
came  to  Ireland  with  her  i)arents  and  there  met 
and  married  our  subject.  In  the  fall  of  18;')6  the 
young  couple  came  tf)  Philadelphia  and  two  years 
later  emigrated  to  Lansing.  Ingham  County,  when 
the  population  was  only  three  thousand.  ]\Ir.  Cam- 
eron devoted  his  time  partly  to  teaching  and  partly 
to  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War 
when  he  left  home  and  took  up  arms  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  the  Old  Hag. 

Our  young  hero  enlisted  in  Comi)any  (i.  Six- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry,  which  body  was  made  a 
part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  passed 
through  all  the  regular  engagements  of  that  divi- 
sion until  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Jlills.  In  that  en- 
gagement Mr.  Cameron  was  wounded  in  the  leg 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Annapolis,  June  27, 
1862.  He  received  treatment  there  until  the  latter 
[lart  of  August  when  he  returned  to  his  regiment 
and  was  with  his  command  up  to  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  (TCttysburg.  with  the  exception  of  a  short 


period   of   time   when    he   was   detailed    on    >pecial 
service. 

At  Gett\"sburg  our  suliject,  who  had  l)een  [H'o- 
moted  to  the  rank  of  a  Lieutenant,  w.as  in  command 
of  his  company  and  received  first  a  wound  in  his 
arm  and  afterward  a  bullet  through  the  lower  lobe 
of  his  right  lung.  His  arm  was  amputated  on  the 
field  and  he.  was  then  removed  to  the  West  Build- 
ing Hospital  in  Baltimore  and  from  there  was  sent 
home,  reaching  Lansing  the  14th  of  July.  1863. 
At  the  time  of  the  battle  he  was  rejjorted  dead  and 
as  it  was  impossible  in  the  midst  of  that  ccm fusion 
and  disaster  to  get  letters  written  home,  Mr.  Cam- 
eron prevailed  upon  his  companions  to  bolster  him 
up  in  bed  the  third  day  after  his  arm  was  ampu- 
tated and  to  furnish  him  with  a  shingle,  a  bit  of 
paper  and  a  pencil.  With  his  left  hand  he  then 
wrote  by  slow  degrees  a  letter  to  his  wife,  telling 
her  that  he  was  alive  and  that  he  had  lost  his  arm. 
His  gallant  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Gettvslnirg 
earned  for  him  a  recommendation  for  promotion 
by  the  unanimous  V(jice  of  all  the  fiflicers  of  the 
regiment. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August  Lieut.  Cameron  re- 
turned to  his  regiment  .and  took  [lait  in  the  battle 
of  Biandv  Station,  after  which  he  w.as  with  the 
arm}-  on  its  retreat  to  Culpeper.  He  w.as  was  then 
transferred  to  the  veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  in 
September,  1863,  was  sent  down  to  South  Carolina 
and  there  was  in  comm.and  with  his  company,  of 
St.  Helena  and  Lady's  Island  during  part  of  1864. 
He  now  received  the  promotion  fi-om  Second  to 
First  Lieutenant  according  to  the  recommendation 
of  his  commanding  officer,  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Ambulance  Corps  of  the  Department  of  the 
South  as  acting  Captain,  drawing  pay  as  captain 
although  he  failed  to  muster  in  as  such.  While 
111  South  Carolina  he  particii)ated  in  the  following 
liattles  in  lH(i4:  John  and  James  Islands,  Honey 
Hill  and  Deveaus'  Neck.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
North  at  the  close  of  the  war  .and  for  some  months 
was  stationed  in  Detroit  and  was  finally  nuLStered 
out  June  30,   1866,  having  served  five  years. 

rpou  returning  home  Mr.  Cameron  devoted 
himself  again  to  liusiiiess  and  teaching,  and  man- 
aged a  grocery  store.  In  1!S6;(  he  was  appointed 
to  a  position  in  the  Auditor  (ieneral's  otiice  uncicr 
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(riMi.  llniii|)liiv\  .'ULii  hell]  :i  |iiisitiuii  hi  tlie  various 
(lt'|i.iitiiicnt>  lip  to  Felii-uaiy  Ist,  18'J1.  At  om' 
tiiiR'  1r'  \v;i,s  Secretarv  of  the  Swaiii])  Land  C'uiii- 
luiisiom'r  iu  llie  I>aiid  Otlioe  and  only  left  his  place 
in  the  i>and  OtHce  upon  the  ehaniie  of  adniinistia- 
tion  from  Hepuhliean  to  Democratie.  lli.s  deposi- 
tion from  ottiee  was  sineeiely  deplored  by  all 
who  knew  his  lionorable  record,  as  they  felt  tlial 
politics  sliould  have  had  no  weight  in  the  case  of 
a  man  who  served  under  the  flag  for  o\er  five  years 
and  tlius  lost  lii>  riuht  aim.  and  wlio  liad  done 
faitliful  service  in  the  Stale  oMices. 

Mr.  Cameron  enoao'cd  in  tlie  grocery  liu>iiic-.s. 
estalilishing  liimself  at  the  corner  of  Lenawee  and 
Chestnut  Streets,  where  he  receives  a  fair  share  of 
trade  in  his  line.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie  Charles  T. 
Foster  Po.st,  No.  42,  (i.  A.  R.:  lie  and  iiis  excellent 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  (liurch. 
The  children  who  liaxe  blessed  their  home  are  all 
living  but  one.  Marion  (i.  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev. 
.1.  >'.  X.  Ilartiiess  of  Marine  City;  the  eldest  son  is 
Dr.  11.  11.  Cameron,  of  \orth  Lansing;  Richard 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven;  Margaret 
.V.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  11.  II.  I3arby.  of  Lansing; 
Sophia  is  Mrs.  ^X .  T.  I'arker,  of  Detroit,  and  Belle 
married  Bert  Prouty,  of  Xorth  Lansing. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  sketch  the 
reader  will  notice  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Cameron. 
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(ILLIAM    M.   CL.VRK.     One    who    ha.-    liad 
wide  experience  in  journalistic  work,  Mr, 


Vt"^/  Clark  now  has  the  editorial  nianagement 
of  the  paper  known  as  the  State  RepubUcun.  A 
man  who  has  i>assed  the  meridian  of  life,  he  began 
an  early  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  which  he  has 
ever  since  pursued  and  has  served  in  all  the  capa- 
cities from  "devil"  to  his  present  position.  ^Ir. 
Clark  has  traveled  extensively  and  is  a  delightful 
conversationalist,  besides  having  the  rare  ability 
of  using  his  pen  with  grace  as  well  as  strength. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Western 
New  York.  May  17,  1H.S7.  His  father  was  a  native 
of   Alabama  and   his  niotlier  was    born    in  Ontario 


County,  N.  Y.  It  would  be  an  interesting  item 
for  a  student  of  sociolog\'  to  discover  how  the  re- 
spective elements  are  blended  in  tlie  son,  whether 
the  Southern  lire  tones  the  Northern  con.servatisiii, 
or  whether  the  Northern  characteristic  predomin- 
ates over  the  Southern.  Our  subject  spent  a  large 
portion  of  liisehildhood  in  the  pursuit  of  his  studies 
in  the  schools  of  New  York  and  served  an  appren- 
ticeship as  a  printer.  His  early  impressions  of 
journalism  were  received  to  a  large  extent  from 
the  veteran  journalist.  Thurlow  Weed  and  .1.  T. 
Norton.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  West 
and  frtnii  that  tiiiie  until  the  close  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  traveled  extensively  in  the  West  and 
Southwest,  constantly  engaged  in  journalistic  work. 
During  this  period  he  had  much  experience  in  the 
wild  scenes  of  war  west  of  the  Mississippi  where 
the  lawless  element  carried  on  a  border  warfare  of 
llicir  own. 

Mr.  Clark  came  to  Michigan  in  liSCili,  settling 
lirst  in  \'an  liuren  County,  and  was  subsequently 
engaged  on  the  .lacksou  Citizen.  .November,  18G1), 
he  cniiic  to  Lansing  and  for  about  thirteen  years 
wa>  in  the  employ  of  W.  S.  f4eorge  it  Co.  as  printer. 
proof  reader  and  city  editorof  the  Lansing /iep»/y- 
licun.  While  thus  engaged  he  also  found  time  to 
practice  stenograiiliy  and  became  very  expert.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  take  u|>  this  .study  in  Cen- 
tral Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  after  locating  in  Lan- 
sing made  two  extended  visits  South  and  wrote  a 
.-iCi'ies  of  exhaustive  articles  on  the  political  and 
.social  conditions  of  the  (iulf  States.  These  ap- 
peared in  the  Republican  in  l«7li.  In  IMHl  Mr. 
Clark  removed  to  Detroit  wdiere  he  was  engaged 
on  the  F)-ee  Prens.  He  remained  there  about  three 
years  and  subsequently  wasengaged  on  the  Trihiiiie 
and  Ei^ening  Neics.  He  is  a  charter  meiiibfr  of  K. 
P.  Lodge,  this  city,  and  Past  Chancellor,  al.so  cliaiter 
member  of  the  Division  K.  P.;  member  of  Lansing 
Lodge  .No.  .'^S.  V.  k  .\.  M..  Capital  Chapter  No.  !). 
R.  A.  M.  and  Thiity-Second  degree  .Scottish  Rite 
^lason. 

Mr.  Clark  returned  tn  the  capital  city  in  Ajnil 
of  1889  and  was  engaged  with  D.  D.  Tliorji.  who 
is  ]}resent  proprietor  of  the  State  Republican.  .\f- 
ter  being  engaged   in   the  office  for  a  few  iiioiitli> 
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he  was  made  editorial  manager  and  at  tlie  present 
time  fills  that  important  post.  He  is  an  ambitious 
and  progressive  gentleman  who  alihors  mediocrity 
and  whose  standard  in  journalism  is  of  the  highest 
tApe. 


-^^ 


(OIIX  MoKJNLEY.  A  good  citizen  i>  ready 
to  serve  his  country  lioth  in  peace  and  wai' 
and  he  does  serve  it  alike  whellier  upon  the 

liattle  field  or  in  pursuing  his  usual  a\'oca- 

tions.  and  liy  a  life  of  integrity  and  industry  help- 
ing to  build  up  the  social  and  industrial  interests 
of  the  vicinity  in  wliich  he  lives.  The  reflection 
of  a  life  thus  spent  makes  tlie  path  straighter 
before  the  feet  of  the  young,  and  helps  to  create  a 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  straightforward  living 
and  mutual  helpfulness  which  is  an  advantage  to 
the  nation. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Lansing,  none  are  more 
truly  respected  for  the  record  they  have  both 
in  peace  and  war  than  Mr.  McKinley.  He  is  an  old 
resident  of  the  city  and  a  carpenter  whose  pleasant 
home  may  lie  found  at  No.  734  Ottawa  Street. 
AV.  He  was  born  in  Ft.  AVayne.  Ind.,  December 
4,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Xaucy 
(Archer)  McKinley,  who  were  from  Ohio.  His 
father  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Ft. 
Wayne. 

Our  subject  grew  to  maturity,  securing  iiis  edu- 
cation at  Ft.  Wa3'ne,  and  learning  of  his  father  the 
trade  which  that  parent  practiced.  He  worked 
with  liim  until  he  left  home  to  enter  the  I'nion 
Arm_y,  and  enlisted  December  17,  1801  in  the 
Eleventh  Indiana  Battery,  going  out  as  a  Sergeant. 
He  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and 
took  jiart  in  the  conflicts  of  Chickamauga,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Keuesaw  and  Mission  Ridge,  and 
through  the  long  campaign  to  Atlanta.  His  first 
conflict  was  at  I'ittsburg  Landing  and  his  last  at 
Atlanta,  and  he  was  discharged  January  7,  186.5, 
liaving  served  a  little  over  three  years.  He  was 
promoted  during  this  time  from  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant    to    Orderly-Sergeant    and    Lieutena)it. 


which  last  named  rank  he  held  at   the  end  of  his 
term  of  service. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life, 
.Air.  McKinley  settled  near  Ft.  AVayne  for  three 
years  and  upon  the  8th  of  March.  1858,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Pratt  of  Ft. 
AA'ayne.  Ten  years  later  he  removed  to  Lansing 
to  engage  in  contracting  and  grading,  and  many 
large  jobs  came  into  his  hands.  Ho  also  went  into 
the  manufacture  of  wagons  for  a  few  years,  his 
factory  being  located  on  Shiawassee  Street  and 
AVashington  Avenue.  Since  he  sold  out  that  branch 
of  business  he  has  devoted  himself  quite  exclu- 
sively to  his  trade.  In  l.sH(;  he  erected  for  his 
family  a  pleasant  home  in  which  they  now  reside. 
Three  of  his  children  . have  grown  to  maturity. 
The  daughter,  who  became  Mrs.  C.  P.  LeF^ver 
died  ill  October,  188it  and  the  sons,  Frank  and 
Oscar  L.  reside  in  this  city.  Mr.  McKinley  is  a 
man  who  is  most  highly  spoken  of  by  all  who 
know  him  and  he  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  rejoices  to  com- 
menorate  with  his  comrades  the  stirring  days  of 
the  Civil  AVar.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


\f  ASPER  AA'.  GARLICK  combines  the  busi- 
ness of  Notary  Public  and  insurance  with 
his  real-estate  interests.  He  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  reliable  and  active  real-estate 
men  of  the  city  of  Lansing.  His  office  is  located 
at  No.  115  AVashington  Avenue  N.  He  has  been 
ill  the  real-estate  business  for  about  three  years, 
having  succeeded  his  father-in-law,  Jacob  Cornell, 
who  established  the  business  fully  twenty-  years 
ago. 

Mr.  Garlick  is  more  particularly  interested  in 
the  .sale  of  his  own  and  his  father-in-law's  prop- 
erty, of  which  tlicy  have  some  very  valuable 
pieces.  He  has,  however,  charge  of  a  great  deal 
of  property  belonging  to  non-residents,  and  acts 
as  agent  both  for  renting  and  selling.  Born  in  Lucas 
County,  Ohio,  April  30,  1842,  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  son  of  David   and  Family    (Fuller)  Gar- 
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lick.  Ili>  |i;irciit,-  ix'iii:iiiu'(l  in  tlic  BiU'keve  Slate, 
li(i\vc\ci-.  only  :i  sliorl  time  Mt'li-r  his  liirtli.  and 
moved  tlienee  to  lluntinulon  (uunly,  hid.  There 
their  decease  took  place  and  liiey  were  Imried  in 
the  little  cemetery  of  the  town,  both  dyinsj  in 
January,  18o().  .\fter  his  |>arents'  death  our  sub- 
ject returned  for  a  tinu'  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio, 
and  remained  until  the  hreakintr  out  of  tlie  war, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Ohio  IJeoiment, 
in  Com|jany  F.  He  joined  the  army  in  18fil,  and 
was  sent  to  the  front  to  meet  the  .\rmy  of  the 
Cumberland  in  Tennessee.  He  was  witli  that  army 
tliroughout  all  its  campaii^ns  and  eiiyagements 
until  aftei-  the  capture  of  .\^tlanta  and  .lonesboro. 
He  was  a  participant  in  the  engagements  at  Chieka- 
niauga.  Lookout  Mountain.  Mission  Ridge  and 
many  others,  and  the  impressi(jn  tliat  that  terrible 
experience  made  upon  his  mind  is  only  neutralized 
under  the  shadow  of  the  national  Hag.  \t  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service  Mr.  tiarlick  was 
dischaiged  in  18()  1.  soon  after  tlie  fiattles  of  .lones- 
boro and  jVtlanta. 

On  leaving  the  army,  oui-  subject  returned  to 
Toledo.  Ohio,  and  afterward  entered  the  Adrian 
Michigan  College  for  a  time.  He  .soon,  however, 
went  to  Big  Rapids.  Mich.,  in  the  year  ISIil!.  and 
was  eng.iged  in  mechanical  work  for  a  few 
years.  Li  IHfW  he  eanie  to  Lansing  and  was 
engaged  by  the  State  as  Clerk  in  the  Auditor- 
(leneral's  otHce  under  Ceii.  William  H.  Humphry. 
In  1K7(>  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mi.ss  Alice 
Cornell,  theii-  wedding  being  solemnized  Octt)berr). 
With  his  biide  he  went  back  to  l>ig  Rapids,  and 
there  remained  for  one  year  until  he  could  close 
out  his  property.  .Vt  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  returned  to  Lan.sing  and  here  located  himself 
permanently.  He  had  been  variously  engaged 
until  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  occurred,  wliieii 
took  place  in  March,  IHXH.  and  he  immediately 
became  the  successor  in  the  real-estate  business, 
which  ^Ir.  Cornell  had  conducted  so  long  and  suc- 
cessfully. 

Ijike  most  of  the  brave  men  who  have  served 
their  country  in  time  of  trial,  Mr.  (larlick  takes 
great  pleasure  in  the  fraternity  of  the  C rand  Army 
of  the  [{epublic,  and  the  experiences  through 
which  the  veterans  passed  are   always  new.      He   is 


at  present  Adjutant  and  has  been  both  .lunior  and 
Senior  Vice-Commander  of  tlu'  post  of  which  he 
is  a  member.  .Vthough  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  he  is  not  an  active  member. 
Our  subject  .-iiid  his  wife  are  the  |iareiits  of  four 
children.  wIiom'  names  are  as  follows:  i^ela.  (irace, 
Ralph  and  Mark. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  give  .1  slight 
sketch  of  Mrs.  Oarlick's  father,  .lacoli  Cornell,  as 
Mr.  (iarlick's  career  is  so  closely  coniiccteil  with 
thatof  his  father-m-law.  The  gentleman  was  born 
in  Ptmghkeepsie.  X.  V.  ( )n  reaching  manhood  he 
came  to  Michigan.  In  18:!  4  he  settled  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Katon 
County,  where  he  married  Miss  .liilia  Hogers. 
Here  he  devoted  him.self  to  clearing  \\\i  a  farm, 
which  he  had  acipiired,  and  remained  there  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  Mason,  until 
coming  to  Lansing  in  l«()(i.  .Mrs.  (i.ariick  w.as 
born  March  "ili,  18.')2,  on  llic  old  farm  in  l'',atoii 
County,  Midi. 

.Vfter  coming  here  Mr.  ( driicll  soon  began  to 
engage  in  the  real-estate  business,  an<l  continued 
to  be  thus  employed  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1888. at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  widow 
still  >iir\ives  !ind  lives  in  this  city  with  oui' subject 
and  her  daughtei'.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  with  all  the  members  of  his  family  worship 
at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  en- 
thusiastic workers  in  everything  that  ]jertains  to 
the  spread  of  (iospel  teaching,  and  give  liberally  of 
their  substance  as  well  as  their  time.  .Mr.  (iarlick 
is  a  man  who  is  highly  spoken  of  by  friends  and 
business  associates.  Politically  he  is  a  Prohibition- 
ist. 


OIIN  IHMPIIK'KV.  Some  men  can  i)ursue 
onl\  one  line  of  business  successfully  while 
others  can  successively  take  up  trade,  agri- 
culture and  maiiiifacUiring  and  can  conduct 
all  with  equal  success  and  satisfaction.  Such  a  man 
must  of  course  have  a  consideralile  degree  of  adajit- 
ability  as  well  as  more  than  a  modicum  ot  enter- 
|)rise.  and   the  one  of  whom   we  write  may  justly 
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Iiii\t'  such  traits  ascriln'il  \<>  liiiii.  lie  !>•  now  a 
piuiniiuiit  faiiuer  iind  stock-raiser,  owniiia  <»it' 
liundi-od  and  twenty  aeres  of  choiee  land  on  sec- 
tions l.")an<l  1(1.  of  Brisjliton  Townslii|i.  Livinsiston 
t'ouuty,  and  lie  is  a  nati\e  of  Dctioit.  Iioin  Feli- 
nian-  l!l.  IM42. 

.lolin  lluniphrey.  Si-..  the  father  of  our  suliji^ct. 
was  a  iiati\'e  of  Knyland  who  eamc  to  America 
earl,\  in  life  and  became  one  of  the  eaily  settlers 
of  Detroit.  Durint;-  his  pioneer  days  in  Michigan 
he  followed  himberinji-  but  subso(|uently  became  a 
drover  and  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  .Mich- 
igan, as  he  tr.aveied  over  nearly  all  of  the  Southern 
Peninsula,  buying  stock  and  driving  it  to  the  mar- 
ket at  Detroit.  lie  w.is  one  of  tlie  first  men  in  ' 
Michigan  to  take  np  this  line  of  wfn-k  and  he  fol- 
lowed it  until  about  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 
when  he  retired  from  business.  Me  had  then  ac- 
(piired  a  well-rounded  fortune,  although  he  had 
come  to  this  countr\' with  limited  means.  He  died 
in  Detroit  in  I ><!^4.  having  tilled  out  eightv-se^'en 
years  of  worthy  and  industrious  life. 

Rosanna  Klake.  a  natix'c  of  England,  became  the 
wife  of  .lohn  llnniiilir<-y.  Sr..  and  the  mothei-  of  ! 
oui-  subject.  She  had  only  two  children  and  the 
other  son  i>  now  living  in  San  Fi'ancisco.  It  is 
many  years  now  >ince  she  passed  frcmi  eai'th.  He 
of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
beautiful  City  of  the  Sti'aits  and  there  received  his 
education.  W  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  an 
express  mes.-cniier  for  se\-eral  coin)i;inies  and  when 
the  w;ir  hjoke  out  he  entered  the  <'niplo\  <pf  the 
( io\  rinnient.  his  duty  being  in  the  line  of  collect- 
ing and  shiji|>ing  horses  ;ind  other  stock  anil  ac- 
companying his  shipments  to  the  front  or  wherevei' 
they  were  ordered.  He  <iften  s|)ent  days  at  a  time 
ujion  tlioe  excursions  and  many  times  suffei'ed 
from  exiiosnies  and  pi  ivations.  and  coiitinned  in 
this  work  thi'oiigh  most  of   the  years  of  the  wai'. 

When  the  "piping  times  of  peace"  came  round 
again  the  young  man  lesumed  business  as  an  ex- 
press messenger  for  about  two  years,  after  which 
he  became  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  Chope  A-  Kale, 
painters  and  decorators,  of  Pontiac.  He  subse- 
quently removed  to  Detroit  where  he  became  .-i 
member  of  the  tirm  of  (Godfrey  A'  Co.  .Vfter  an 
extended  1<inr  throuuhoul  the  West  visilinun  num- 


ber of  the  large  cities.  Mr.  Humphrey  ri'tui'ned  to 
Detroit  and  foi-  two  years  carried  on  a  wholesale 
business  in  fruit,  but  in  IMHf)  he  pui'ch.ased  iiis 
pieseiit  pi'opei'ty  and  I'cnioved  to  lll'ighton  Town- 
ship. 

In  l^i(.'i  he  was  married  to  Miss  La\  ina  lUackmai'. 
who  was  born  in  I'lymouth.  Mich.,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  ti\-e  childi'en.  namely:  .lohii 
!>..  Zachaiiah  ('..  .lennie.  .Myra  and  >lildred.  .Mr. 
Ilnmphrey  is  a  man  unusually  well  infoiined  in 
regard  to  matters  of  public  interest,  and  he  is  a 
thorough  IJe])ublican  in  his  political  views.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  .Masonic 
order  and  takes  a  gieat  interest  in  its  |»rogress.  He 
values  his  farm  and  the  stock  upon  it  sind  delii>lits 
in  I'.aisjng  the   best  grades  of    anim.als  of  :i|l  kincl>. 


=^^. 


ON.  CIIAU'LI'.S  M.WOOl).  I'he  prominent 
re>ident  of  Putnam  Townshi|).  Livingston 
county,  of  whom  we  now  write  wjis  liorn 
September  2il.  1X2().  in  West  I'.rookfield. 
.M.-iss..  and  is  a  son  of  .lohn  Wood,  who  was  a  caid- 
m.aktM'  for  cotton  and  wool  and  also  ;i  shoemaker 
and  ineichant  of  that  place.  The  patcruid  iirand- 
f.ather.  Samuel  Woo<l.  w.as  born  (jii  New  Year's 
da\'.  which  was  also  the  Sabbath,  in  1717.  .-md  his 
wife.  Abigail  \\dod.  was  born  .March  2(1.  17 IX. 
rhe\  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  iind  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  next  to  the  yijungest. 
Iieini;  born  Febrn;iry  2.").  17i^'.l.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  and  seven  of  his  s<uis  belonged 
to  Washington "s  .army  and  served  through  the 
Kcxolutionaiy    \\':ir. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  .\nnie  Trask  and  was  born  November  7.  I7'.HI 
at  Leicester,  Mass.  Her  father  was  David  Tr.ask. 
who  was  Captain  of  a  cavalry  comjiany  in  the 
Massachu.setts  State  .Militia.  He  was  born  .lune  1. 
1  7(i  1  and  tin-  grandmother  of  our  subject  w.as  born 
.May  <;.  17(iS.  .Vfter  being  married  in  Leicester. 
^lass..  February  \>^.  IXId.  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject resided  there  for  a  short  time  and  then  re- 
mo\c.l  lo  We<1    Hiookfield  the  same  St,alc  t il  1    IM.i.S. 
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when  tliey  removed  to  Geneva,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  October,  1835,  came  West.  Here 
they  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  but  in  .Tune,  1837, 
came  to  this  country  and  settled  upon  a  new  farm 
in  Iosco  Township,  Livingston  County.  Their 
eldest  son,  George  C,  was  the  first  settler  in  that 
township,  as  he  came  there  December  25,  1835. 

.John  and  Annie  Wood  with  their  son  Charles, 
came  to  Putnam  Township  in  the  spring  of  1845 
and  pin-chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
was  partially  improved.  The  mother  died  Febru- 
ary 6,  1860,  and  the  father  passed  away  March  28, 
1864.  Of  their  seven  children  two  only  are  now 
living — our  subject  and  John  M.,  who  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years  makes  his  home  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  who  is  connected  with  the  jnib- 
lishing  house  of  G.  &  C.  Merriam,  the  pul)lishers  of 
Webster's  Dictionary  .and  has  been  with  llicni  for 
over  forty  years.  He  read  proof  on  the  liilerna- 
tional  edition  of  the  dictionary. 

Our  subject  was  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  attended  school  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  later  returned  for  a  year  and  a  half  to  .Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  he  pursued  his  education.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  began  teaching  school  in 
this  county  and  also  worked  on  his  father's  farm. 
His  happy  married  life  began  November  25,  1847, 
his  bride  being  Sarah  A.  BuUi.s,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  (Halsey)  BuIIis,  early  .settlers  in  this 
county,  who  came  here  about  the  year  1839.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
still  survive.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Wood  was 
born  April  29,  1824  in  Ghent  Township,  Coluniliia 
County,  N.  Y. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  been  granted  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
.lulla  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Pangborn;  George  Dwight, 
who  married  Elvira  J.  Riddle  and  has  two  chikb-en, 
and  .lenny  L..  wife  of  A.  F.  Wegener,  who  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  To  these  children  the 
parents  gave  the  best  common-school  education 
which  they  could  connnand,  and  brought  them  uj) 
in  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Christian  religion, 
lieing  members  of  the  C'ongregational  Church  at 
Pinckney,  of  which  body  JMr.  Wood  is  Clerk. 

This  gentleman  has  been  a  raeml)er  of  the  local 
School  Board  where  his  broad  views  of  education 


have  made  him  a  power  for  good.  He  lias  been 
Master  in  the  (i range  and  also  Deputy  Organizer 
and  has  organized  some  forty  or  fifty  granges 
throught)ut"  the  State.  He  began  his  political  life 
as  a  Whig  and  when  fourteen  years  old  was  a 
warm  advocate  of  old  Tippecanoe.  Later  he  became 
a  Repul)lican  and  has  frequently  sat  as  delegate  in 
county.  Congressional  and  State  conventions. 

The  public  career  of  the  lion.  Mr.  Wood  was 
marked  by  his  election  in  the  fall  of  1874,  to  rep- 
resent the  Eighteenth  Di.strict  in  the  State  Senate 
of  Michigan.  That  district  then  comprised  Liv- 
ingston and  Shiawassee  Counties.  Ho  was  active 
in  the  session  of  1875  and  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  old  prohibitory  law.  He  was  a  personal  friend 
of  the  Hon.  Zach  Chandler  and  was  deeply  disap- 
pointed when  that  gentleman  was  during  that  year 
defeated  in  his  race  for  the  United  States  Senate. 
Mr.  Wood  was  enumerator  of  the  United  States 
census  in  both  1880  and  1890.  He  has  fully  one- 
half  of  his  fine  tract  of  three  hundred  acres  under 
cultivation  .nnd  thoroughly  enjoys  superintending 
his  farm.  He  lias  remodeled  and  enlai'ged  the 
residence  which  was  built  in  1S17  and  has  jidded 
to  the  farm  from  time  to  time  by  purehase. 


G^ 


AIMES  iMARKEY  is  the  proprietor  of  .Alar- 
key's  Livery,  located  on  Wasflitenaw  Street, 
East.  He  is  also  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  the  cit}-,  and  in  this  capacity  is  one 
of  the  most  efficient  officials  in  public  service.  He 
was  born  in  Bunker  Hill,  Ingham  County,  August 
31,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Ann  (Caven- 
der)  Markey.  The  former  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  the  township  above  mentioned,  here  mar- 
rying his  wife  in  Loudon,  in  1834,  coming  to  this 
county  four  years  previous  to  that  auspicious 
event,  during  which  time  he  lived  alone  on  his 
farm. 

On  first  coming  to  the  State,  and  locating  on  his 
land,  Pati'ick  Markey  found  it  wild  and  unculti- 
vated, ho  however,  devoted  himself  to  the  improve- 
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liicnl  of  the  fMi'iii  hiiincstcnd.  and  inadc  tlic  |il;\e(' 
lii.s  re.-iidfiH't'  until  Mtir>.  wIk'U  lie  sold  it  and  i)iir- 
cliascd  anotlici'  place  three  miles  east  of  the  old 
home.  There  he  HvimI  until  1X71.  at  whicli  time 
he  removed  to  Hlaekman  Townshiii.  .hukson 
Countv,  Aviicre  lie  anci  hi>  wife  still  live.  Mr. 
."Nlarkey  was  a  [iidilie-spii-ili'd  man.  whose  interests 
were  ahva,\'s  with  those  who  desirecl  the  tiirthei- 
aiice  of  improvements  in  the  township.  !!<■  seived 
.several  times  as  Sn|>ervisor  of  his  township,  and 
was  also  .Assessor  and  Tax  t'oUeetoi-. 

>[r.  INlarkey  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  State 
who  knew  the  laek  of  conx'eniences  that  are  now 
at  hand.  The  first  sack  of  meal  that  he  |iroenred 
aftei'  eomiiio'  to  this  State,  he  earried  on  liis  liaek 
from  Detroit  to  his  li<ime.  n  dislanee  of  seventy- 
live  miles.  The  next  year,  however,  a  mill"  was  lo- 
cated at  Dexter,  twenty-.six  miles  distant,  where  he 
(■o\ild  have  corn  uronnd.  11  is  mail,  also  was  procure<l 
•■it  Dexter,  and  was  o-one  foi'  only  once  a  month,  let- 
tei's  heitiii'  luxuries  in  that  day.  that  had  to  he  jjaid 
for  at  a  hinh  priee.  the  postage  lieiuu  at  tli.-it  time 
twenty-ti\e  eents  per  letter.  .\Ir.  .Markey.  .Sr..  was 
horn  in  Ireland,  and  eame  to  the  I  nited  States  when 
h(  had  reached  the  aae  of  twenty-one  years.  Onr 
siihjeet's  maternal  grandfather  was  oneof  the  earl- 
iest settlers  of  Washtenaw.  He  was  James  ('a\en- 
der. 

Oni'  suhjecf.  .lames  .Maikey.  i>rew  to  manhood  on 
the  old  farm.  aci|uiring  strena'th  and  viii'or  with 
the  I'outine  ol'  ontdooi-  life  that  w.as  neces.sai'x  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  tine  order  in  which  his  fa- 
ther kept  his  place;  he  there  also  ac(piired  a  good 
education.  Coming  to  Lansinuin  lH(i(;.the  young- 
man  engaged  at  once  in  the  livery  Inisine.ss  and 
has  devoted  himself  to  this  line  nmst  of  the  time 
since  1^*77.  .Ml  his  inteiests  and  connections  aie 
closely  allied  with  this  city.  Here  he  married  his 
wife,  who  was  before  marriage.  .Miss  Lizzie  Otto- 
vine,  of  (irand  Uapid.s.  Theii-  marriage  was  cele- 
brated Xoveniher  7.  1H77.  The  lacly  is  a  daughter 
of  Julius  Ottovine.  one  of  the  early  >ettlers  of 
firand  Rapids. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  ajipointed  chief 
of  the  Lansing  Fire  Department  in  May.  1X90.  and 
in  May.  18!H  he  received  the  com  pi  i  men  1  of  a  re-ap- 
pointment.   II(>  has  lieen  closely   identitierl   witli  Ihi' 


Fire  Department  for  a  numbei'  of  years,  belonging 
to  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Tiuck  Company  for  ten 
yeais  before  his  ap|iointment  as  Chief  of  Fire  De- 
partment. He  has  never  been  actively  interested 
in  polities,  and  is  not  an  otlice  seeker.  He  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a  good 
representative  and  upholder  of  that  political  bodw 
Mr.  Mai'key  has  a  very  pleasant  home  <in  the  corner 
of  Washtenaw  and  (irand  .V venue,  which  is  one  of 
the  mo>t  delightful  locations  in  tlu'  city.  Person- 
ally he  is  a  genial  and  whole-souled  man.  hail  fel- 
low well  met.  with  his  ecpials.  lie  is  much  liked 
by  all  who  have  any  dealings  with  him.  .Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Ilibei'nian  .Societv.  and  is  also 
a  Knight  of  the  Ma<-cabees. 

.Mr.  Mai'key's  livery  stable  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  city:  he  kee|).«  a  nuinbei'  of  good  horses  and 
comfortable  carriages,  having  constanth"  on  hand 
at  least  sixteen  horses.  His  business  location  is  one 
of  the  best,  most  central  and  convenient  in  the 
city.  He  has  also  in  connection  with  his  stable,  a 
large  feed  trade,  evei-y  farmei-  from  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles  around  knowing  ".limmN  "  as  he  is 
called  among  his  familiars. 


ILL1.\.\1  I'KTKUS.  The  plea.>ant  and  be- 
\/^///  nevolent  gentleman  who  forms  the  subject 
V/V/  of  our  sketch,  although  of  foreign  birth 
lias  i)roved  himself  a  |)atriotic  son  cif  the  countr\- 
of  his  ,ado|)tion.  as  lie  w.as  among  the  most  earnest 
and  zealous  to  spring  to  her  defense  in  the  dai'k 
hours  of  the  Civil  War.  enlisting  under  one  of  the 
lirst  calls  sent  out  by  President  Lincoln.  In  his 
character  and  intent  he  illustrates  finely  the  grand 
ni.aterial  of  wliich  our  country  has  been  made  up. 
as  he  left  his  native  counti-y  to  find  in  this  land  of 
liberty  a  broader  field  foi'  his  energies  and  a  belter 
o))portunity  to  .serve  his  generation. 

.Mr.  Peters,  who  is  now  carrying  on  the  lioiinie 
avocation  of  farmer  and  blacksmith,  resides  on  sec- 
tion 16.  Hamburg  Township.  Livingston  Countv. 
and  is  the  son  of  Nightingale  Peters  who  was  sec- 
ond gamekee|iei-  for  Lord  ( 'owper  of  Hertfordshiie. 
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England,  being  born  there  about  the  year  1800 
and  entering  the  service  of  Lord  Cowper  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  This  member  of  the  British  nobil- 
ity was  a  relative  in  direct  line  of  the  poet  C'ow- 
l)er.  and  Mr.  Peters  speaks  of  both  him  and  Lady 
C'owjjer  with  great  respect  and  veneration.  Espec- 
ially is  tliis  the  case  in  regard  to  tliis  lady,  who  was 
devoted  to  the  people  of  her  estate  and  looked  out 
for  their  interests  with  great  kindness  and  faith- 
fulness. 

After  spending  twenty-one  years  in  the  service 
of  Lord  Cowper,  Nightingale  Peters  entered  the 
.service  of  Sir  Abel  Smith  as  first  gamekeeper,  and 
remained  with  him  until  called  hence  by  death  in 
1862.  About  tlie  year  1821  he  married  Martha 
Graves,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1801  and  died 
about  the  year  1868.  They  had  nine  children, 
ouv  suliject,  who  was  born  in  May,  1835,  being  the 
fifth  in  age  and  the  only  one  who  ever  came  to 
America.  One  of  his  brothers  went  to  Australia  and 
has  not  lieen  heard  from  since  1873,  but  the  rest  of 
the  family  have  remained  in  their  native  home. 

Our  subject  attended  a  school  which  was  sup- 
])orted  )\y  Lady  Cowper  until  he  readied  the  age 
of  twelve  years  and  then  worked  for  four  years  on 
the  Cowper  estate,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  a  factory  in  Wales.  In  1853  he  came  to  New 
Yoi'k  and  spent  several  years  there,  learning  his 
trade  and  spending  some  three  years  as  a  sailor.  In 
1861  he  left  the  city  and  bought  a  place  in  Canas- 
tota.N.  Y.  In  1863  he  married  Hosilla,  daughter  of 
Natlian  Baker,  who  was  born  in  1843  and  is  the 
only  daughter  in  a  family  of  four  cliildren,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

Ill  1 866  this  young  couple  migrated  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  Pettysville,  Livingstcm  County,  where 
Mr.  Peters  Ijoughta  shop  and  somewhat  later  pur- 
chased eight3f  acies  on  section  16,  Hamburg  Town- 
shijiand  there  built  him  a  beautiful  h(mie.  Three 
daughters  and  one  son  have  Idlest  this  union — Lil- 
ly, who  received  a  good  education  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Burrows;  William  A.  who  resides 
in  Owosso;  Winnifred,  who  is  a  teacher  by  profes- 
sion and  Rola  who  is  at  home.  The  mother  of 
these  children  is  a  conscientious  and  active  mem- 
lier  of  the  C'ongregational  Church.  Besides  their 
own  children  this  excellent  couple  had  under  their 


care  in  their  home  for  about  three  yeai-s  two  or- 
phan nephews,  who  are  the  only  relatives  our  sub- 
ject has  in  this  country. 

The  experience  through  which  ilr.  Peters  passed 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  has  attached  him 
deeply  to  the  i)arty  which  supported  the  adminis- 
tration during  that  tr_ving  season  and  he  is  a  worker 
in  its  i-anks.  He  has  been  .Tustice  of  the  Peace 
besides  serving  three  terms  as  Township  Clerk,  yet 
he  is  no  politician  or  wirepuller  in  the  accepted 
sense  of  those  words,  and  has  refused  other  otlices 
when  they  have  been  proffered  him.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Howell  Post,  No.  120,G.  A.  R. 

In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Twelfth 
New  York  Infantry  and  was  attached  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  passing  through  the  Peninsular 
campaign  and  being  active  in  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  He  received  a  sunstroke  previous  to  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  was  in  the  hospital 
wagon  at  the  time  of  that  engagement.  Through 
his  two  years  of  service  he  was  never  ca}>tured  nor 
.severely  w(miided.  He  is  a  fine  specimen  (if  the 
sturdy,  honest  Englishman,  who  has  developed 
ahmg  the  lines  of  our  free  and  broad  national 
inrtuence  into  a  true-hearted  American  citizen. 
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W.  RIKERl).     Of   all    the    good     fellows 
11]  in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  none  are  more 


liked  or  po|)ular  than  he  of  whom  we  write. 

As  Secretary  and  Trensui-er  of  the  Capital 
Lumber  Company,  our  subject  finds  his  time  and 
attention  occupied  to  the  fullest  extent  with  his 
business  cares.  He  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Oak- 
land County,  Mich.,  February  15, 1861.  His  father 
was  D.  AV.  Rikerd,  a  native  of  New  York,  having 
been  born  in  Rheinbeck,  Dutchess  County,  where  he 
was  raised  and  educated.  Tlience  he  came  to  Oak- 
land County,  this  State,  about  1832-33,  and  loc- 
ated in  Troy  where  he  first  engaged  in  farming, 
then  removed  to  near  Birmingham,  where  he  was 
most  actively. engaged  in  business.  Here  he  was  a 
pioneer  settler  and  like  other  settlers  began  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder.     He  secured  a  tract  of  land 
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in  the  midst  of  which  lie  built  .1  log  house  and 
cleared  liis  land  as  lie  could,  planting  and  reaping 
until  he  had  the  whole  tract  under  the  finest  state 
of  cultivation. 

There  Mr.  Rikerd,  Sr..  secured  and  partially 
improved  several  farms  and  in  1864  he  came  to 
Lansing  Township  where  he  purchased  between 
four  liundred  and  live  hundred  acres  of  land.  He 
resided  on  this  farm  for  two  years  and  then  came 
to  the  city  of  Lansing  where  he  has  ever  since 
lived.  He  now  resides  on  the  corner  of  Franklin 
Street  and  Capitol  Avenue.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  before  her  marriage  a  jNIiss  Harriet  E.  Case, 
liorn  in  Birmingham,  this  State.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lyman  Case,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
settled  in  ISirniingham  at  an  early  day  and  there 
died. 

(^iir  subject  was  reared  andeducntcil  in  this  city. 
He  remained  at  home  and  while  there  was  engaged 
in  tlie  pursuit  of  his  studies  at  school  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  In  1878  he  liegan  life  for  him- 
self as  a  clerk  in  Broas'  clothing  store  and  there 
he  remained  fur  five  years,  at  tlie  end  of  which 
time  lie  laid  off  for  one  year.  In  IcS.s.'i  he  was 
appointed  Deputy  Hevenue  Collector  for  the  Sixth 
l^ivision  of  llic  First  District  by  .lohn  B.  ilalony, 
of  Detroit.  ( )ur  >uliject  took  his  position  July  I. 
of  that  year,  and  was  the  first  Democrat  Deputy 
Hevenue  Collector  ever  appointed  in  jMichigan. 
He  served  until  .lune  SO.  188',).  The  division  that 
he  was  given  charge  of  emijraced  .Jackson,  Cal- 
houn, Ingham,  Genesee,  Clinton,  Shiawassee  and 
Gratiot  Counties.  1 

In  1889  ^Ir.  Rikerd  became  connected  with  the  [ 
lumber  company  with  which  he  is  now.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  uf  this  company  which  took 
form  and  became  an  accepted  fact  in  Febi-uary. 
18811.  At  that  time  he  was  elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  and  has  since  held  that  position.  The 
company  have  two  yards,  one  of  which  is 
at  Nortli  Lansing,  called  the  Michigan  Avenue 
Yards.  They  also  have  a  planing  mill  at 
North  Lansing  and  manufacture  sash,  doors,  blinds 
and  contractors'  supplies. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  Master  C)f  Cap- 
itol Lodge,  No.  66,  F.  dr  A.  M.,  in  the  city  of 
Lansing.     In  his  politicical  views  he  is,  of  course, 


a  Democrat,  as  would  be  understood  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  appointed  to  his  ofiticial  posi- 
tion under  that  party.  He  has  been  a  memlier  of 
the  County  Democratic  Committee  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  City  Coininittee,  having  been  sent 
to  several  State  and  county  conventions.  The 
lumber  company  with  which  he  is  now  connected 
and  which  owes  its  being  in  no  small  respect  to 
him,  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  Central  Mich- 
igan and  does  a  great  amount  of   business. 


ACOB  STAHL.  One  never  realizes  the 
truth  of  the  saying  that  all  is  not  gold  that 
glitters  as  much  a.*  when  standing  before 
the  enticing  window  of  n  iiardware  stoic 
glittering  with  its  bright  })aiis  and  pails  and 
luimerous  cooking  utensils  and  for  all  one  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  resemblance  to  the  precious 
metal  is  specious,  there  is  seldom  a  housewife  that 
IS  not  fascinated.  One  of  the  most  noticeable 
hardware  estalilishinents  in  the  cit_v  of  Lansing, 
attractive  in  its  arrangement  and  having  the  largest 
stock  in  this  portion  of  the  county,  is  owned  and 
conducted  by  the  uentleniaii  whosi'  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch. 

The  building  in  which  Mi-.  Stalil's  store  is  locateil 
has  a  thirty-four-foot  frontage  and  is  one  hundred 
and  forty-six  feet  deep.  He  occupies  the  first  floor 
of  the  building  and  the  basement  and  carries  a 
very  heavy  stock  of  the  goods  of  which  he  makes 
a  specialty.  ^Ir.  Stahl  has  lieen  in  the  Inisiiiess 
here  since  18.S1  and  is  now  generally  recognized 
.as  among  the  inu>l  proniiiieiil  men  oi  the  city. 
The  building  which  he  occupies  he  erected  in  1887. 
It  is  a  fine  structure,  having  a  front  of  pressed 
brick  and  is  attractive  in  style  of  architecture  and 
while  not  overladen  with  suiierfiuous  ornamenta- 
tion, it  is  graceful  and  modern.  The  trimmings 
are  of  Lake  Superior  stone,  which  gives  an  air  of 
solidity  and  permanency  to  the  building.  The 
windows  are  great  .«quares  of  jilate  glass  throuuli 
which  the  stock  is  disjilayed  to  the  greatest  advant- 
age.    The   interior  is  elegantly  finished  in    hard 
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wood,  with  an  admirable  polish  that  is  made  by 
four-coat  work.  The  establishment  is  said  by 
traveling  hardware  men  to  he  the  finest  in  its 
finish  and  the  way  in  which  it  is  kept  up  of  any 
establishment  that  they  have  ever  seen,  and  so 
.scrupulously  nice  is  it  ke]}t  in  everv  detail  that  one 
seeing  it  for  tlie  first  time  wouhl  suiipose  that  it 
was  just  finislied.  Kverytliiug  is  thoronglily  dusted 
every  day. 

The  second  fiooi' of  Mr.  .sialil's  luiildiug  is  de- 
voted to  otlicc  loom  wliicli  in  jioiiit  of  (•.■ire  cor- 
responds to  the  rest  of  tlie  huikliiig.  I'lie  tliird 
floor  comprises  a  very  good  hall  which  is  rented  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  ;nid  the 
Elks  as  a  i)lacc  of  rendezvotis.  The  original  of 
our  sketch,  liesides  this  hnsincss  of  which  we  liavc 
spoken,  is  also  interested  in  the  City  National 
Bank  and  is  a  Director  in  the  I'loplc's  Savings 
l}aid<  of  West  l!ay  City.  Mr.  Stahl  is  also  the 
owner  <if  aiiotlier  li;iiidsonie  huilding  which  was 
erected  in  IJSIIO  and  is  now  occii|iied  liy  .Marhle- 
French  it  Co.  It  is  ClixlM)  feet  in  dimensions  and 
til I'ce  .stories  high.  lie  owns  besides  coiisideralile 
real-estate  and  seven  dwellings  in  the  city,  also  a 
store  at  Amherst,  Ohio,  where  he  was  interested  for 
some  time  before  locating  in  Lansing.  'Sly.  Stahl 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  his  legitimate  business, 
which  Is  that  of  hardware,  lie  was.  jnevious  to 
coming  to  this  city  and  while  yet  in  Ohio.  Aldei-- 
man  for  six  years  in  .\mherst  and  was  an  active 
mem})er  upon  numerous  county  committees. 

Socially  Mr.  Stahl  is  connected  with  the  best 
lodges  of  the  place.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks 
and  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  belongs  both  to  the  Lodge  and  Encampment 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  also  the  Uniformed  Rank 
of  the  Knights  of  the  MaccaViees.  He  is  liesides  a 
member  of  the  Royal  .\rcanuni.  Mr.  Stahl  is  a 
believer  in  Christianity  in  its  purest  and  simplest 
form.  He  worships  with  the  Congregational  de- 
nomination and  is  a  member  of  that  church. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  August  2:3. 
184;').  He  cnnie  to  the  United  States  in  18(!.t  and 
located  :it  Cle\clan(l.  Ohio.  While  still  in  the 
Fatherland  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist 
;ind  on  locating  in  Cleveland  he  was  employed  in 
a  machine  shop  and    foundry.     After    remaining 


there  one  and  a  half  years  he  was  made  foreman 
and  had  the  supervision  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  He  remained  with  that  cimipany  until 
187L  when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  left  the 
business  anil  started  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Amherst,  Ohio.  Six  years  later  he  .sold  out  his  in- 
terest there  and  made  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland. 
The  pleasure  with  which  he  once  again  drew 
near  his  boyhood's  lioiiie  can  be  imagined.  The 
following  year.  IMTS,  lie  went  to  Faris  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  the  exposition.  His 
trip  to  Paris  was  made  with  his  family  and  they 
extended  it  so  that  it  eml)raced  a  most  interesting 
tour  tlirougli  other  jiarts  of  Kuroiie. 

( )ii  coming  to  Lansing,  .biiiuary  2(i,  18M1.  .Mr. 
Stahl  ininu'di.-itcly  began  to  look  about  to  .see  what 
o|icniiig  there  was  for  him  in  this  city.  He  piir- 
cliased  two  stocks  of  hardware  and  soon  after  es- 
tablished himself  in  trade  as  above  related.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  most  sticcessful.  His  .-iftairs 
arc  carried  on  under  the  most  business-like  |iriiici- 
ples.  On  Februaiv  1:!.  1868,  ^Ir.  Stahl  was  united 
in  marriage  to  ^liss  K.ate  Hesscrt.  at  that  time  of 
Cleveland.  ()hio,  but  like  himself  of  (Jerman  liirth 
and  |)arentage.  She  was  born  in  (icrmany  in  1>>4;"). 
coming  to  this  country  in  IX.')'!.  and  locating  in 
the  i-ity  in  which  her  marriage  took  pl.ice.  This 
union  has  been  ble.st  by  the  birth  of  two  children 
—  Louis  an<l  Frank.  One  of  the  sons  is  in  the 
store  and  pi'oves  to  be  an  elticient  assistant  in  the 
c<mduct  of  his  father's  business. 


fU  OX.  .LVMES  H.  PORTEH.  who  is  ex-Sccrc- 
tary  of  .State,  an<l  a  prominent  man  resid- 
ing in  Lansing,  was  born  in  Marcellus,  X. 
//  Y.,  September  7.  1824.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Scth  .1.  Porter,  who  was  n  native  of  William- 
ston,  Mass..  and  educated  at  .Viilnirn,  N.  Y.,  devot- 
ing himself  to  the  department  of  theology.  He 
|ire|iaie<l  himself  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry  and 
.-oini  after  being  admitted  to  the  Presbytery  was 
united  in  n.arriaue  to  ^liss  Cynthia  M,  Haines  of 
Skaneateles, 
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Our  subject's  father's  first  charge  was  at  New 
Lisbon,  N.  Y..  and  liis  last  charge  before  comina:  to 
Michigan  was  at  Janesville,  N.  Y.  I  lis  advent  in 
this  State  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1^38.  at  which 
time  he  located  at  Kalamazoo.  In  1834  he  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children,  our  subject 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  E.  II.  Porter  of 
this  city  being  his  Itrother  and  Mrs.  .Tulia  A.  Ha^^- 
denburk.  of  Olivet,  Mich.,  being  his  sister.  His 
mother  lived  until  .May  14,  1889,  her  decease  tak- 
ing place  in  Lansing,  she  being  at  the  time  eighty- 
five  years  of  age. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  .Tames  1$.  went  to 
Otsego,  subsequently  finishing  his  education  at 
Allegan  Seminary,  after  which  he  was  eng.aged  in 
the  dry-goods  trade  at  Otsego,  being  one  of  the 
firm  of  House  tt  Porter,  the  firm  name  afterward 
being  Porter  tVr  Eaton.  In  18r)(l  he  was  elected 
Register  of  Deeds  and  County  C'lcik  of  Allegan 
County,  which  position  he  held  continuously  for 
ten  years.  In  18()0  oiu'  subject  was  elected  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  Ucpiibliean  ticket  .•iiid  licld 
the  ottice  though  the  culirc  war  period,  going  out 
of  ottice  in  .lanuary.  ls<i7.  He  removed  his  family 
to  Olivet  in  18()l.lieing  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
for  two  .years  of  Olivet  College.  In  186(5  he 
moved  to  Lansing,  and  after  going  out  of  ottice 
he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness in  which  he  has  been  ever  since,  the  firm  be- 
ing originally  that  of  Jones  &  Porter.  The 
former,  Mr.  Jones,  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  the 
city,  and  has  witnessed  a  great  change  in  the  city 
of  Lansing  and  in  the  value  of  its  real  estate.  Our 
subject  has  not  interested  himself  to  any  extent  in 
politics  since  he  filled  the  oflice  of  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  Porter  was  united  in  marriage  August  17, 
1845,  to  Eunice  J.  House,  of  Otsego,  Mich.  By 
this  union  he  has  become  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, both  sons.  Edgar  S.  is  residing  in  Lansing 
and  the  younger,  William  H.,  is  a  resident  of  this 
city.  Mrs.  Porter  was  born  in  Clyde,  X.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  E.  II.  House,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1837,  and  located  in  Otsego.  He  there  died 
in  18.53,  having  been  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
in  that  part  of  the  county.  Being  Secretary  of 
State  during  the  war  period,   a  great  deal  of  extra 


work  was  entailed  upon  ^Ir.  Porter.  The  issuing 
of  commissions  was  his  work,  and  as  there  were 
several  thousands  and  large  correspondence  with 
the  general  Government,  his  time  and  attention 
were  fully  occupied. 


LBERT    CLARK.      The   United    States   of 
America,  as  a  nation,  has   done  more  than 
u\    any  other  peo|)le  during  the  present  cen- 
iQyj  fury  to  foster  and  encourage  that  spirit  of 

inventive  genius  with  which  her  sous  seem  to  be 
imbued ;  more  especially  in  connection  with  man- 
ufacturers and  inventions  that  tend  to  reduce  both 
manual  and  animal  labor.  This  tendency  has 
brought  our  nation  to  the  frc>nt  .as  one  of  the 
greatest  manufacturing  i^eople  in  the  world  and 
we  could  hardly  have  hit  upon  a  haii|)ier  illustra- 
tion of  this  fact  than  in  the  im])rovenuMits  which 
lia\-e  lieen  bi'ought  jibout  liy  the  lirni  of  Clark  A- 
Co..  of  Lansing.  Ingham  County,  who.-^e  senior 
mcmlier  i.--  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of 
this  paragraph. 

The  carriage  works  of  the  firm  just  mentioned 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: Albert  Clark,  E.  II.  Davis  and  A.  A.  Nichols, 
while  Prank  (i.  Clark  is  assistant  and  mechanical 
superintendent  and  J.  J.  Ei'ost  is  manager  of  sales. 
Mr.  Clark  came  to  Lansing  in  1863,  walking  thither 
because  he  had  no  money  to  ride,  and  he  at  once 
secured  work  with  Sprang  iV  Ostrander.  Ashe  had 
previously  learned  the  trade  of  carriage-making 
he  remained  with  them  as  a  journeyman  for  three 
years,  wheti  he  liought  out  Mr.  Ostrancler's  inter- 
est and  the  firm  continued  under  the  name  of 
Sprang  &  Clark,  doing  business  where  the  large 
factory  of  Clark  &  Co.  now  stands,  at  the  corner  of 
Grand  and  Washtenaw  Streets.  Mr.  Sprang  finally 
sold  out  to  L.  Frank  Clark  and  Warren  Gunnison, 
a  brother-in-law  of  our  subject,  and  the  firm  then 
took  the  name  of  A.  Clark  &  Co.  Those  gentle- 
men afterward  sold  their  interest  to  Dart  it  Davis, 
the  old  hardware  firm,  and  in  1881  Mr.  Nichols 
came  into  the  business,  since  which  time  the  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  are  as  we  have  given  them  above. 
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This  flourishing  business  has  grown  from  a  little 
repair  shop,  which  it  was  in  IXGli,  to  a  business  of 
1200,000  per  annum,  with  an  investment  of  1125,- 
000.  The  main  sliop,  which  was  built  after  the 
lire  of  lK«(i,  contains  the  work.^liop.s  and  machine 
room  and  is  a  Iniilding  HdxlSO  feet  witli  five  floors, 
wherein  are  made  the  various  portions  of  wood 
and  iron  work  necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
many  kinds  of  vehicles  which  are  iiiade  by  tliis 
firm.  Here  about  thirty-five  men  are  employed. 
We  next  come  to  the  smith's  room.  140x1711  feet, 
entirely  equipped  with  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery, steam  hammers,  etc.,  and  where  tliirty- 
five  men  are  also  employed.  In  the  gear  room 
which  is  3.')0x70  feet  are  painted  and  stacked  all 
the  gearings  for  every  kind  (jf  buggy  and  carriage 
made  by  the  firm,  employing  thirty  men  in  this 
department.  In  tlie  body  and  varnisliing  room  are 
twenty-tivc  men  hard  at  work  on  Imggy  bodies 
rc;id\  I'oi'  linisliinu  ;nid  lidiii  thence  we  turn  td  llu' 
Irinuuing  room.  1  lOxTO  feet  with  M.-tdck  riKini  ad- 
jdining.  Fifteen  men  are  employeil  in  this  <le- 
partment  and  fine  work  is  turned  <iut.  In  the 
shipping  room,  150x50  feet,  from  tifteen  to  twenty 
men  are  busily  engaged  in  crating  and  ]iackinL!' 
the  linislied  ordeis  and  disbiu-.-ing  tliem  li\  lail 
aixl  road  to  all  (tarts  of  tlie  I  nited  .States.  The 
.show  loom  and  reijositories  embrace  five  Ihiois 
of  ^(Ox.HO  feet  each,  wliere  are  constantly  on  exhi- 
bition from  three  hundred  to  foui-  hundied  \chi- 
cles  of  every  descri|>tion.  both  of  natural  and 
painted  wood,  which  at  once  stamp  the  work  ol 
Clark  A  Co.  as  second  to  none,  and  a  credit  to  tlie 
beautiful  city  of  Lansing. 

The  senior  meinliei'  of  the  liim  \\]>\  .>a\\'the  light 
.lulv  2(i.  ISld.  his  native  lionii  beinu  in  iniiham 
'I'ownship.  this  c<ninty.  lb'  is  the  son  of  Klias 
.S.  Chivk.  now  of  Dansville.  who  is  elsewhere 
sketched  in  this  volume.  ( )in-  subject  grew  up 
on  the  farm  and  learned  hi>  trade  at  Dansville. 
working  at  different  places  befoii>  coming  to  l.ans- 
ing.  He  was  married  October  11.  18(55.  to  Miss 
Nellie  (iunuison,  of  DeWitt.  Clinton  County.  This 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Elilui  (iunnison.  who  was  an 
old  .settler  and  a  wealthy  farmer  in  that  counts . 
To  this  couple  were  born  two  children — ^Frank  (i.. 
who  has   been   graduated    from    the    Agricultural 


College,  taking  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1890,  and 
who  now  is  with  his  father  as  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  W(.)rks  and,  Kva  Mae,  who  was  a  prom- 
ising young  lady  vf  twenty  years  of  age  when  liei' 
parents  were  calk'd  upon  to  part  with  her.  she 
dying  March  .'30,  I8i(0.  She  was  just  completing 
her  education,  being  a  graduate  of  the  High  iiool 
here  and  having  almost  completed  a  course  at  Mt. 
Ilolyoke  Seminary  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  she  being 
(piite  accomplished  in  l)otli  painting  and  music. 
The  Clark  family  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  rniver.salist  Church  and  Mr.  Clark  is  a  membei- 
of  the  Masonic  order,  although  not  active  in  it> 
work.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  ](ublic 
movements  but  is  not  in  politics,  as  he  |)refers  to 
devote  his  time  and  thoui>'ht  to  his  duties. 


OlIN  TllO.Ml'SON.  To  be  descended  fi-oni 
honorable  and  able  progenitors  has  long 
))een  coii.sidered  a  soiu'ce  of  honest  [iridc. 
\^jl  Yet  this  feeling  has  not  been  cultivated  in 
this  country  as  it  is  among  the  people  of  older  na- 
tions, where  the  heritage  of  rank  re-inforces  the 
heritage  of  elKuacter  in  the  i)opular  estimation. 
Still  am<ing  (Uir  best  families  we  find  a  disposition 
to  remembei- the  acts  of  our  forefathers  and  to  en- 
courage the  recital  of  their  deeds;  and  in  reniein- 
bering  their  worth  we  jire  incited  to  emulate  their 
lives. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  boin  in  I'r'i'bU'.  C'oil- 
l;ni<l  County.  X.  V..  .lune  22.  IMIll.  lie  came  of  a 
long  line  of  worthy  New  .lersey  .■lucestors.  as  the 
Thompson  family  has  been  .■!  noted  one  in  many 
respects.  The  great-grandfathei-,  .Vrchiliald  'J'homp- 
son  w;\s  born  in  .Scotland,  and  when  coming  to  this 
country  landed  .at  Aml)oy.  X.  .1.  This  emigration 
was  in  17  Hi  and  he  was  accompanied  by  two 
brothers.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  w.a.s  united  in 
1741.  was  <pf  Holland  stock,  and  among  their 
niunerous  family  was  a  .son  who  distinguished  him- 
self as  Capt.  John  Thompson  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.     He  was  also  a  seafaring   man,  and    ownerl 
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niui  opcrMtcil  tlif  (irsl  iKickol  which  I'iiii  hctwccii 
New  l!iiiiis\viekaii(l  New  V(irU.  The  liithor  of  Ihis 
sou  WHS  a  |)riimim-nt  and  inlluciilial  man  ami  cii- 
i<)\c(l  a  wide  atMHiaiiilancc  in  lii.s  day.  C'ajjt.  .loin 
riiiiiii|is<pii  liad  sonic  cxpericnco.  wliich  were  (jiiite 
iiotewortiiy.  as  lie  was  taken  prisoner  by  tlie  liiil- 
isli  and  h<'hl  liy  tlu'ni  until  the  close  of  the  wai-. 

lion.  I'hilip  K.  I'hoiiip.soii,  the  f.athci-  of  our 
siilijeet.  was  a  native  of  New  .Jersey  and  «as  liorn_ 
in  ITTHin  Xcw  Uruuswick.  In  his  youth  the  fani- 
il\'  removed  to  .Scoharie  County.  N.  'I'.,  where  they 
li\ed  in  the  town  of  F<inda.  and  there  the  younu' 
man  ieinaiuc<l  until  he  reached  his  majority,  lie 
was  then  married  to  Miss  Kunice  (Jaylord.  and 
soon  after  this  jitippy  event  lie  removed  to  Prohle. 
(  orlland  County,  where  he  ent;aa'e<l  in  farminu'. 

From  I!S2H  to  IM4t)  the  father  of  oiu'  subject 
farmed  in  Livinoston  County.  N.  V.. and  afterward 
remoMii  to  Medina  County.  Ohio,  where  be  was 
elected  to  iipresent  his  district  in  the  .State  Legis- 
l.-iture.  One  fact  which  is  woitliy  of  note  in  re- 
spect to  this  rccoyiiition  of  his  .abilities  is  that  he 
was  the  first  .Vbolitionist  who  was  ever  elected 
from  that  county,  lie  served  in  this  capacity  in 
1«JH_4;).  lit-  held  various  local  offices  and  was 
nniveusally  esteenu'd  as  a  man  of  intelligence 
whose  intlueuce  was  broad  and  strong  and  was  ever 
exercised  for  the  good  of  the  community,  lie  was 
a  Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  more  than 
half  a  century  and  his  religious  convictions  were 
deep  and  aliiding.  .\fter  his  retirement  from  active 
life  he  reino\'ed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  found 
a  congenial  atmosi)here.  religious,  intellectual  and 
political  and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  Aiiril  1,  IMjV.I.  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  He  was  twice  married  and  had  seven 
children  by  his  lirst  niai'riage  and  three  liy  his  sec- 
ond. 

On  arriving  at  majority  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
earned  his  first  money  laboring  on  the  farm  for 
*12  [ler  month.  After  that  he  took  an  academical 
course  at  Nunda  Academy,  Munda,  N.  Y.,  and 
earned  his  way  by  working  on  the  farm  and 
teaching. 

When  this  \-oung  mm  began  life  for  himself  his 
capital  consisted  of  a  New  York  two  shilling  coin 
with  a   liolc    in    it.     This    coin    which    was   worth 


aliont  twenty-live  cents  may  well  be  considered  a 
lucky  shilling,  for  accomjianying  it  was  the  good 
luck  that  is  sure  to  go  with  earnest  industry  and 
clear  "grit."  Young  Tliomps(ni  had  ever  had  a 
desire  to  become  a  pli\sician  and  at  one  time  began 
reading  medicine  but  for  lack  of  means  was  unable 
to  seciu'c  a  profcssi<uial  education. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  l^>44  .Mr.  Thompson  un- 
ilcrtook  teaching  in  the  district  s<-ho(il  of  Lima 
Township.  Washtenaw  County,  receiving  for  his 
professional  services  '$14  a  month,  lie  prospected 
for  some  time  before  determining  upon  his  perma- 
nent home,  going  West  and  North  as  far  as  Min- 
nesota, and  South  as  far  as  Mississippi,  where  for 
four  years  he  engaged  in    teaching. 

In  the  fall  of  11S;")1  the  young  man  returned  to 
Michigan  and  in  February.  1853  he  purchased  the 
pro|jerty  where  he  now  resides  on  section  1,  Green 
Oak  Township,  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres.  Mere  he  devoted  himself  soul  and  body  to 
farming,  determined  to  make  a  success  of  his  life 
and  to  produce  a  [taradise  out  of  this  wilderness. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  October  9,  1851,  to 
Miss  Annie  E.  (41over,  of  Ontario  County,  N.    Y., 

I    and  to  their  home  came  six  little  ones,  all  of  whom 

'  have  grown  to  maturity,  and  all  but  one  have 
taken  their  places  in  the  world  and  are  doing  such 

j  work  as  fairly  entitles  their  parents  to  indulge  a 
pardonable  feeling  of  pride  in  the  careers  of  their 
offspring.     Philip  (i.  is  a  graduate  in  the  Michigan 

i  State  Normal  School  and  is  now  a  successful  farmei- 
in  Dakota.  Sarah  C,  who  graduated  at  Oberlin 
College  has  now  passed  from  earth,  leaving  an  ir- 
reparable void  in  the  family  circle.  Mary  G. 
studied  at  Oberlin  and  subsequently  graduated  at 
the  State  Normal  School,  after  which  she  took  a 
medical  course  at  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor  and 
is  now  practicing  her  profession  at  Boulder,  Col. 
Gaylord  G.,  graduated  at  the  State  Agricultnral 
College  and  is  now  a  prosperous  attorney  at  West 
Superior,  Wis.  John  pursued  his  scientific  studies 
at  Oberlin  and  later  took  a  course  in  pharmacy  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  is  now  filling  a  responsible  position 
in  a  drug  store  at  Adrian.  Eunice  graduated  at  the 
.\nn  Arbor  High  .School  and  is  still  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

The  father  of  this  interesting  family  has  always 
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been  of  a  studious  disposition  and  his  influencts 
supplemented  by  the  seholastic  atmosphere  in 
which  they  grew  up  at  Oberlin  gave  to  each  of 
them  an  aml>ition  to  gain  a  tliorougli  and  compre- 
hensive education,  and  it  may  indeed  be  said  that 
tliey  were  scliohirs  in  the  bi'St  sense  of  the  word 
before  leaving  liome.  Nothing  seemed  a  sacrifice 
to  these  worthy  parents  if  it  could  conduce  to  se- 
curing a  thorough  education  for  their  children. 

Having  been  reared  a  Whig.  Mr.  Thompson  sooi, 
went  into  the  Repul)lican  i)arty.  but  lie  ii('\('r 
aspired  to  olHce.  He  was  also  earnest  in  his  a<i- 
vocacy  of  the  cause  of  temi)erance,  ami  by  cliurcli 
connection  was  a  C'ongregationalist,  until  tlinl 
society  was  abandoned  in  his  neigiiborhood.  lie 
lias  three  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  good  land, 
upon  which  he  has  a  line  llcick  of  sheej).  and  is 
succe.'^sfnl  in  its  culliire.  lie  is  an  upright  man  and 
a  good  citiy.eii.  wlm  began  life  on  the  bottom  round 
of  the  ladder,  and  by  his  industrious  and  persever- 
ing energy  has  attained  to  the  possession  of  a  hand- 
some property. 


^•{•^♦•{•(i 
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OHN  A.  RECK.  Scholarly  men  and  those 
who  follow  a  retired  life  often  look  with  as- 
tonishment at  the  busy,  rushing  and  enter- 
prising life  of  those  business  men  who  are 
known  among  their  mates  as  "hustlers."  Their 
activities  are  so  vigorous  and  unabated  and  their 
push  and  perseverance  so  undaunted  that  the  won- 
der is  that  they  do  not  wear  out  during  their  early 
years  and  that  so  many  of  them  retain  their  vigor 
till  they  have  had  time  to  achieve  the  success  for 
which  they  are  working.  But  it  is  becoming  a 
conviction  among  many  thinkers  that  while  activ- 
ity breaks  down,  it  also  builds  up  even  more  rap- 
idly, and  that  to  live  most  fully  one  may  need  to 
live  most  energetically'. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  promi- 
nent druggist  of  North  Lansing,  and  the  junior 
l)artner  in  the  Arm  of  Hedges  it  Reclc,  liesides  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  North  Lansing  branch  of  the 
Lansing  Postotfice.  He  waslxnii  in  St.  'I'homas.  On- 


tario, Februar3'  24, 1855.  His  father,  Stephen  Reek, 
was  a  native  of  Andelfingen,  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, where  his  grandfather  vvas  also  a  native  and 
the  town's  Treasurer  for  twenty-live  years  or  more, 
besides  being  an  extensive  land-owner.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  in  his  father's  employ  until 
he  came  to  America,  in  1854,  when  he  located 
in  St.  Thomas  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  marble 
and  stone-cutter.  There  he  remained  in  this  busi- 
ness until  .lune.  18()(l,  when  he  came  to  JMicliigan 
witli  liis  family  and  established  himself  as  ainailile 
culter  111  Ann  Arbor.  Thirteen  years  later  he  re- 
iiiovecl  lo  Adrian  and  in  1X78  came  to  Ltinsing 
wliere  lie  now  resides,  having  reached  tiie  age  of 
■•ixty-two  years.  He  and  his  son  are  both  devout 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cinircli. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  .losephine  Mali- 
lenbrei.  She  is  a  natix'c  of  the  s.anie  town  as  her 
husband  and  son.  and  is  now  about  lifty-.seven 
years  of  age.  Her  children,  six  in  number,  are 
equally  divided  between  S(nis  and  daughters,  and 
.lohn  is  the  eldest  of  the  number.  This  boy  was 
five  j^ears  of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
well  remembers  the  trip.  He  took  his  education 
in  the  public  schot>ls  of  this  State,"  and  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  the  employ 
of  C.  A.  Leiter  ife  Co.,  pharmacists.  After  .serving 
with  them  for  three  years  and  learning  the  practi- 
cal details  of  the  business,  he  determined  to  per- 
fect himself  in  this  line  of  work,  and  therefore,  in 
1874,  entered  the  Pharmaceutical  I)e])artment  of 
the  University  of  ^Michigan,  and  worked  his  way 
through,  spending  his  dtiys  in  work  and  his  nights 
in  study.  He  remained  there  till  just  before  the 
date  of  his  graduation,  in  1><75,  when  he  took  a 
position  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  did  not  remain  there 
long,  neither  did  he  at  Adrian  and  St.  Louis,  ;\Iicli., 
whither  he  went  afterward,  and  it  was  not  until  he 
came  to  Lansing,  October  27.  1875,  that  he  made 
a  ))erinanent  settlement. 

For  four  and  a  half  years  the  young  man  served 
F.  I.  Moore  &  Co.,  as  clerk  in  tiie  store  in  North 
Lansing,  where  he  is  now  proprietor.  He  then 
liouglit  them  out  and  in  .lune,  1879,  took  a  half 
interest  in  the  store  with  a  fine  stock  of  general 
drugs  and  medicine,  .-itationery  and  fancy  goods. 
In  September,  1885,  (Jeorge   P.   S.anford,  who  was 
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then  Postmaster  of  Lansing,  appointeil  him  to  take 
ciiai'gi-  of  tlie  Noith  Lansing  office,  which  is  a 
l)ranch  of  the  general  cityolHce.  and  in  lliiscapac- 
i(y  lie  has  remained  from  that  da3'  to  tliis. 

Tiie  most  eventtnl  step  taiven  by  tliis  gentleman 
lias  been  his  marriage  which  occnrred  in  Lansing 
in  April.  18X2.  wIk'h  lie  took  lo  wife  Miss  Emma 
.V.  (iates.  who  was  luini.  reared  and  echicated  in 
Brantford,  Canada,  lie  thus  estal)lislied  a  happy 
home  which  is  the  Imsy  man's  liax'en  of  rest  wIkmi  he 
woidd  retire  fri)ni  the  lijil>  and  peiplexilie>  ni  the 
onter  world.  To  llii-  hdiiie  liinc  eoine  two  eliil- 
dren — Walter  .S.  ami  Floreiue  .\I.  lb'  is  an  .-irlixe 
member  of  St.  ^Mary's  Catliolic  C'lnii-ch.  where  he 
also  serves  as  Trustee  and  i>  relied  u|m)ii  for  eoiin- 
sel  and  help  in  all  chureli  work.  He  is  Secretary 
of  the  Lansing  Branch.  .\o.  18.  of  the  Catholic 
.Mutual  Benelit  .V.ssociation.  In  187S  he  wa>  upon 
the  Democratic  ticket  as  t'andidate  for  C  ily  Clei'k 
of  J>ansing.  but  as  the  city  was  llieii  thoroughly 
Hepublicaii  he  did  not  receixc  lh<'  election,  lie  is 
active  upon  city  .-ind  ward  committees  ;md  is 
Chairman  of  tlu>  Fourtli  Ward  (  ominittee  of  the 
Democratic  parly,  .•iiid  iia--  repeatedly  been  made 
delegate  to  count\   and  State  con  \  cut  ions. 


\|[OHX  V.  (ilLBLirr.     Alauy  of   the   busine.ss   j 
men    of    Howell,    Livingston    County,    are 
natives  of  the  Wolverine  Stale,  who  have 
taken    their    training    and    education    here 
and  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy   with   the  institu- 
tions, past  history  and  future  greatness  of  Michi- 
gan.    They  take  a  pride  in  their  State  which   it    is 
scarcely  possible  for  one  who  is  an  alien  by  birth  to 
feel,  and  they  are  willing  to  work  for  its  upbuild-   ! 
ing    and    iirosperitv.     Among    such    we    find    the    ' 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this   ; 
sketch,  who  was  born  .luly  8,  1843  at  Union  City,   I 
Branch  County,  Mich. 

The  parents  of  our  suliject  were  .loseph    .M.  and 
Ursulla  (Valentine)  Gilbert,  natives  of  New  York 
and  ^Michigan  res|)ectively.    The  father  was,  as  the    | 
son    is.  .a   liarnes.<-iiiaker   bv    trade,    who    came    to    i 


.Michigan  iii  183fi,  and  settled  in  Lenawee  C'ountj', 
remaining  there  for  some  time,  after  which  he 
lived  for  a  short  time  in  Indiana,  but  returned  to 
Michigan  in  1845  and  made  his  home  in  Pinckney 
this  county.  He  moved  to  Howell  in  March,  1852 
and  engaged  in  the  harness-making  business  in 
which  he  continued  until  death  called  him  hence, 
November  1),  18(37,  having  been  bereaved  of  his 
wife  March  7,  1808.  He  was  probably  the  first 
President  of  Howell  and  was  a  prominent  man  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Uepublican  party.  He  was  also 
identitied  with  liolli  the  Masonic  older  and  that 
of  Ihc  Odd   Fellows. 

Ill  18.')(i  .btsepli  M.  (iilbert  went  b_\'  the  overland 
route  to  California.  He  remained  away  for  twenty 
months  and  made  a  successful  trip,  engaging  while 
absent  in  mining  and  harness-making  and  coming 
back  much  improved  in  health.  He  Ixnight  prop- 
erly on  (irand  K'iver  Street  and  there  carried  on 
his  business,  making  his  home  on  Clinttui  Street 
where  he  purchased  a  pleasant  residence.  He  had 
a  family  of  eight  children,  three  only  of  whom  are" 
now  livinu.  They  are  named  Julia  M..  now  Mrs. 
GriHith.  of  .Marshall,  Mich.,  John  \.  and  Ida  V., 
Mrs.  Davis,  of  Stillwater,  Minn. 

.lolni  \  .  (iilbert  who  is  now  carrying  on  a  pros- 
perous liusiness  in  the  manufacture  of  .saddles  and 
harness,  and  is  also  United  States  Agent  for  pen- 
sions, received  his  early  education  in  this  city  and 
learned  his  trade  with  his  father,  commencing  in 
June,  1859.  His  pursuit  of  a  trade  was  early 
broken  up  by  the  excitement  and  movements  in- 
cident to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  This 
boy  of  .seventeen  was  the  second  man  to  volunteei' 
at  Howell  after  the  sound  of  that  "first  gun"  at 
Ft.  Sumter  that  roused  the  North.  His  father  pro- 
tested against  his  going  to  the  war  on  account  of 
his  j-outh,  but  finally  gave  his  consent  and  the 
boy  was  mustered  into  service  July  1,  1861. 

Company  I,  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment 
was  the  company*  with  which  young  Gilbert  went 
into  camp  at  F"t.  Wayne,  INIich.,  and  in  Oc- 
tober lie  went  to  Washington  as  a  Corporal  and 
wa.s  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  Va,, 
the  following  spring.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
right  instep,  a  ball  passing  through  the  delicate 
nerves  of  the  foot  and  in  less  than  two  hours  lock 
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jaw  had  set  in.  IK-  was  the  first  man  that  was 
wounded  in  liis  company,  and  lie  was  obliged  to 
return  home  in  July,  1862,  as  he  could  not  walk 
without  crutches  for  two  years. 

The  yoiuig  veteran  resumed  his  business  as 
a  liarness-maker.  beina'  emjiloyed  at  .Jackson  and 
otiier  i>laces.  and  on  Christmas  Day,  1«63  he 
started  in  business  lor  himself  at  Hriwhton,  and 
carried  on  liis  work  there  until  his  love  for  his 
country  again  overcame  his  devotion  to  business 
and  he  re-enlisted  on  the  18th  of  February,  1865, 
taking  the  position  of  saddler  in  the  Sixth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry.  At  the  close  of  hostilities  this  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  Ft.  Bridger.  Utah,  where  they 
were  discharged,  March  25,  1866. 

As  Mr.  Gilbert  was  already  so  far  on  his  route 
to  the  coast,  he  decided  to  continue  on  the  direc- 
tion pointed  out  by  the  Star  of  P^mpire,  and  lie 
went  to  California.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for 
some  four  months  and  then  for  nine  months 
clerked  in  a  wholesale  and  retail  cigar  and  tobacco 
store.  He  then  resumed  his  trade  at  San  .Jose  and 
remained  there  until  February  3,  1868,  when  he 
returned  hemic,  as  he  liad  received  word  of  the 
death  of  his  father.  He  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  his  father's  business  and  estab- 
lishment and  has  since  carried  it  on  himself,  having 
four  men  in  his  employ  and  making  his  factory 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 

The  attractive  home  of  our  subject  at  the  corner 
of  Bernard  and  Lake  Streets,  which  he  erected  in 
1880  is  presided  over  by  a  lady  whose  name  was 
Louisa  Edwards.  Their  marriage  took  place  in 
Detroit  in  .June,  1876,  and  has  been  blessed  l)y  the 
birth  of  two  children,  GraceA'.  and  Rex  E.  The 
first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  December 
3,  1868,  and  he  was  then  united  with  Miss  Augusta 
S.  Allen  of  AVest  Bloomfleld,  Oakland  County, 
Mich.  She  became  the  mo'her  of  three  children 
(only  one  of  whom  is  living.  Mary  A.)  and  died  in 
1874. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  tiilbert  lead  him  into 
alliance  with  the  Rei)nljlican  party  and  he  is  also 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  with  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.     He  is  still    suffering    from    the 


effects  of  the  wound  which  he  icceiM'd  in  tlu- 
battle  of  Williamsburg,  as  in  1883  he  had  in  con- 
sequence of  it  an  attack  of  locomotor  ataxy  and 
for  cigliteen  months  was  laid  aside  from  active 
work;  alt  lough  he  is  now  much  relieved  he  is  still 
a  sufferer  and  finds  this  trouble  a  hindrance  in  the 
|ierforniance  of  his  work. 
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The  geii- 


AMUEL   (;.    HOUCxHTALING. 

tleman  whose   name   we   now   present  was 
v-Jjil  born    in    Michigan  in  the  old  Territorial 

days.  His  first  home  was  in  Livonia, 
Wayne  County,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Septem- 
Ijer  3,  1827.  His  parents  were  CTarrett  and  Lydia 
((iatcs)  Houghtaling,  and  the  grandfather,  Richard, 
who  was  born  October  12,  1759,  married  a  lady 
whose  birth  was  May  11,  1766, 

The  large  hou.sehold  of  the  grandjtarents  of  our 
subject  consisted  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
namely,  Mahala,  Hannah,  .John,  Peter,  ;\Iaigaret, 
(iarr.ctt,  David,  Many,  Henry,  and  Elizabeth. 
Their  father  passed  from  earth  in  Oakland  County, 
.Tune  13,  1834,  and  his  wife  followed  him  in  April, 
1853.  They  were  both  Presbyterians  in  their 
religious  faith  and  active  in  church  work,  (iarrett 
Houghtaling  was  born  December  18,  1798,  in  New 
York,  and  left  home  wjien  only  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He  married 
in  New  York  and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he 
settled  in  Wayne  County  about  the  year  1825. 

The  first  land  which  was  entered  by  the  father 
of  (jur  suliject  consisted  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
sold  after  a  while  and  again  entered  eighty  acres. 
About  the  year  1830  he  moved  to  the  township  of 
I^yons,  Oakland  County,  wliere  he  entered  two 
hundred  acres  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and 
it  was  while  living  here  that  lie  was  called  to  part 
with  his  faithful  wife.  He  afterward  exchanged 
that  property  for  a  farm  in  (Tieen  Oak,  Livingston 
County,  and  upon  that  estate  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  he  died,  August  21,  1845,  The  first 
wife  of  Garrett  Houghtaling  and  the  mother  of 
our  subject  and   of  his   brother   William,   died    in 
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1835,  and  the  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Rachel  Thomj)son,  had  only  one  son,  George 
E.  She  survived  her  lius))and  and  was  afterward 
married  to  Alva  Preston. 

I'ntil  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  young 
Houghtaling  made  his  home  upon  the  farm  and 
took  his  training  in  the  district  school.  He  then 
began  to  work  for  himself  upon  one* hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  his  father's  homestead,  which  he 
sold  about  the  year  1851,  before  removing  U> 
(irand  Raiiids  wliere  he  teamed  for  nine  years.  In 
1858  he  traded  his  house  and  two  lots  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  4,  C'hohoctah 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  this  land  he 
put  into  condition  f(jr  culture.  lie  exchanged 
ninety  acres  of  swamp  land  for  tliiity  acres  of  dry 
land  and  owns  a  round  hundred  acres.  Besides 
carrying  on  his  farm  work  he  has  operated  a 
thresher  for  twenty  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repuli- 
lican,  but  no  office  seeker. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  suliject  was  with  Ruth 
E.  Taylor,  a  Canadian  by  birth  and  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  Taylor,  a  wagon-maker.  Two  children 
crowned  tliis  union.  La  Fayette  J.,  and  Frankie  E. 
(deceased).  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
February,  1858.  The  second  wife  was  Melissa 
Palmer,  and  the  marriage  took  place  February 
10,  1861.  She  was  born  in  the  township  of  Brigh- 
ton, November  4,  1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sally  (Lane)  Palmer,  who  were  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  the  spring  of  1835,  making  their  home  in 
I'jrighton  and  entering  a  claim  to  eighty  acres  of 
land. 

In  1856  ^Ir.  Palmer  removed  to  Cohoctah  and 
took  up  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
16,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  put  in  condition 
for  cultivation.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
township  and  an  earnest  Republican,  (although  at 
first  he  had  been  a  Whig)  and  his  neighbors  placed 
him  in  several  township  offices.  He  died  in 
Iloweli,  in  Ai)ril,  1888,  and  his  widow  still  sur- 
vives. They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely:  George,  David,  Chris- 
topher IL,  Andrew  A.,  Boroughs,  Melissa  and 
Phwhe  A.  David  and  Christopher  served  their 
country  in  the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantrv,  and  the 


latter  fell  at  Chattanooga  in  the  summer  of  1864; 
while  the  youngest  son.  Boroughs,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteen. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Palmer  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  later 
joined  the  church  of  the  United  Brethren.  He  was 
the  only  son  of  his  parents,  Abel  and  Hannah 
(Smith)  Palmer,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1836. 
One  child  only,  a  daughter,  Ellen,  is  the  result  of 
the  second  marriage  of  our  suliject.  Ho  has  ever 
been  prominent  in  social  circles  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 
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OHN  C.  IIAAVES,  the  proprietor  of  the  Lans- 
ing Decoratum,  is  one  of  tliose  men  who 
have  helped  to  lay  the  foundations  for 
progress  in  the  artistic  part  of  home  making 
in  this  city.  His  well-known  taste,  discernment 
and  judgment  liave  made  him  an  authority  in  re- 
gard to  questions  of  home  adornment,  and  he  has 
proved  an  educative  power  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
County.  He  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  finest  work- 
men in  Michigan  and  his  business,  which  is  high 
grade  decorating  and  fre.sco  work,  is  to  him  an  art, 
and  to  it  he  has  devoted  a  lifetime  of  study  and 
practice. 

Mr.  Hawes  was  born  January  1,  185:i  in  Conesus. 
Livingston  County,  N.  V.  At  the  age  of  nine 
years  he  removed  to  Rochester,  that  State,  where  he 
continued  his  schooling,  graduating  in  1878  from 
Rochester  Collegiate  Institute.  While  still  a  school 
boy  of  fourteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  as  a 
decorator  and  frescoer.  He  carried  on  his  studies 
and  pi-actieed  his  art  at  the  same  time,  and  in  that 
way  made  his  way  through  the  institute  and  at  the 
same  time  became  a  successful  designer  and  archi- 
tect. He  acquired  a  refined  and  intelligent  taste 
for  decorating  and  became  an  artist  in  different 
lines,  making  a  thorough  study  of  every  depait- 
ment  of  his  work. 

Possessing  unusual  capabilities  and  determina- 
tion   Mr.    Hawes  easil}-    kept   ahead  of  his   class, 
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.iltliHUiih  III'  practiced  working  half  of  each  day  and 
devoted  tlie  othei-  lirtif  to  liis  school  duties,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  I'ound  il  necessary  to  hel|>  lo 
sustain  his  parents.  His  excellent  health  aided  him 
in  cari'yino-  out  this  \>\nu.  although  he  i;ave  himself 
little  rest,  and  his  mind  was  so  thorouu'hly  aroused 
that  he  sometimes  solved  diflienlt  problems  in  his 
slee|i. 

After  yraduation.  \()uni;  llawes  continued  in 
the  decor.Mtinj:  line  and  liecame  well-known  as  a 
|iromiiu-nl  .-ind  artistic  desiunfr.  hoth  in  Kochesler 
and  at  l)ans\ille.  \{  the  latter  place  he  remained 
until  he  removed  to  l,aiisin<i' and  had  the  control 
of  fully  half  of  the  hii^li  liradc  decoratinti  which 
was  done,  lie  is  not  conscious  of  haviiig  inherited 
his  taste  and  skill  hut  helieves  that  he  owes  his  .suc- 
cess mainly  to  hard  worU  .■ind  thorouuh  conscienti- 
ous study. 

In  1K!I(1  Mr.  llawes  decided  to  come  \\'i-st  ;iiid 
)irospected  Ihrouiili  \arious  .States,  makiui;  a  lour 
of  the  prominent  .Michiiiaii  towns  and  finally  de- 
cided thai  Lansini;  offered  the  liesl  openiii"  for 
his  work.  Ills  olijecl  in  riMno\'ini;  to  the  West  was 
to  Hnd  a  liettei  liusine.ss  openinii'  as  he  had  le.arncd 
liy  ex|)erience  that  the  Kast  was  overcrowded.  lie 
therefore  made  his  perm.anenl  .settlement  here  on 
November  22.  IHi»(l.  and  established  here  the 
Dfi'oratiiiii.  liesides  doinu'  artistic  work  in  the  lines 
of  sign,  fresco  and  general  di-coration  he  carrie>  a 
well-selected  line  of  paints  and  oils,  wall  paper, 
curtain  and  window  goods,  as  well  as  artists"  ma- 
ti'rials,  and  h;is  thi'  only  special  :ind  coni]ilete  line 
of   high  grade   decorations  in  the  city. 

.Mr.  llawes  employs  some  .scores  of  assistants, 
.superintending  everything  himself,  but  employing 
artists  both  Ea.sf  and  West  to  do  his  work,  lie 
has  tinished  some  of  the  finest  work  that  has  c\er 
been  seen  in  the  West,  and  the  decorations  of  the 
Hotel  l)owne\-.  Just  comiileted  by  him.  are  highly 
.artistic  and  of  great  value  not  only  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  hotel,  but  as  a  means  of  education  to  tlu' 
masses.  Some  of  the  colors  which  he  produces  are 
unrivaled  and  are  almost  I'omjieiian  in  their  bril- 
liancy and  durability.  At  his  place  of  business 
which  is  located  at  Xo.  .'^IK!  Washington  .\\enue 
North,  are  submitted  all  plans  for  truly  high  grade 
decorations  uliich  are  desired  in  this  citv.   A  scholai- 


and  a  polished  gentleman  .Mr.  llawes  stands  high 
in  the  social  t'ircles  of  Lansing. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  .Mr.  llawes 
.lime  f(.  IcST'.t.  at  Lawrenceville.  I'a..  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Louisa  H.  Hathaway.  Her  parents, 
Oremus  and  Dinethea  (Loueks)  Hathaway,  were 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  X.  Y.  The  mother  died 
in  Buffalo.  The  father  wlio  was  a  stonemason 
went  to  C'.-ilifornia  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
gold  fe\er  and  died  there.  lie  helped  to  lay  thi' 
brick  ;ind  stone  work  on  the  l^\crett  House  one  of 
the  oldest  buildings  in  Lansing.  Mr.  Loueks,  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  llathaw.-iy.  wa.--  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  .Mrs.  llawes  had  her  nativity  in 
C'ainliria.  .\.  V..  which  is  in  Niagara  County,  and 
received  her  education  at  Wheattield.  Previous  to 
her  marriage  she  engaged  in  the  millinery  busine.ss 
with  hci-  aunt  at  Middleport.  .Mr.  Hawes  is  a  Ke- 
publican  in  his  political  \  icws  but  is  too  busy  a 
man  to  pay  iiiui-h  atlcntiou  to  [nihlic  .affairs. 

Seth  llawes.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
f.'irmer  near  Hochester.  where  he  still  resides,  and  his 
wife  iiuby  Levins,  was  born  in  Li\  ingston  County. 
N.  "l  .  ( i  randfatlicr  Cornelius  Pell  Hawes  was  born 
ill  I'eekskill  and  was  a  cooperand.a  Ca])tain  in  the 
W.ar  of  1  H  I  2.  The  gre.at-grandfalher  of  our  sub- 
ject came  from  iMigland.  whence  the  family  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  France.  .\  litliogra|iliic  por- 
trait of    Mr.  llawes  accompanies  this  sketch. 


,yig)  HARLKS  W.  S'1'I-:\KNS.  is  the  manager  of 
11  '"^  the  Lansing  .\rtilical  Stone  Conipam.  This 
''^^f'  branch  of  business  was  established  here  b\' 
the  gentleman  wlio.se  name  is  abovi'.  in  1^77.  It 
was  the  first  stone  that  was  ever  made  here,  our 
suliject  lia\  i  iii;  lieeonie  ac(|U;iinted  uitli  the  busi- 
ness in  .l.ackson  in  1.^74  which  was  not  long  after 
the  imention  of  artilici.-il  stone.  Uelieving  Lan- 
sing to  be  a  jiood  point  in  whii'li  to  introduce  his 
business,  he  came  heie  and  has  already  been  \i;\y 
successful.  He  succeeded  bej'ond  his  most  sangu- 
ine exiiectations  and  soun  found  it   to    be   best    to 
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estahlisli  a.  stOL'k  cuiiipany.  Tliis^.  however,  proved 
U>  be  an  unfortunate  step,  for  the  manaifoment 
passed  into  inexperienced  hands  and  the  l>usiness 
which  had  promised  so  well  did  not  prove  to  lie  a 
siioeess.  However,  on  their  failure  our  sulijeet  was 
certain  that  a  most  prosperous  business  could  he 
built  up. 

Aftei-  the  closinsj-  out  of  the  establishment  men- 
tioned in  the  opening  paragraph,  our  subject  again 
opened  business  for  himself,  he  retaining  the  man- 
agement. Since  passing  back  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Stevens  it  has  continuouslj*  giown  in  importance. 
He  now  has  associated  with  him  Messrs.  L.  C.  Blood 
and  W.  S.  Griswold.  This  industry  comprises  the 
making  of  artificial  stones  whicli  arc  used  in  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings,  laying  sidewalks,  etc.,  and  also 
sewer  pij)es  and  added  to  these  are  all  kinds  of  or- 
namental work,  which  is  so  extensively  used  in 
cemeteries,  vases  and  statuarj'. 

This  thriving  comi)any  of  sttine-makers  now  have 
contracts  for  getting  out  fancy  stone  for  fifty  build- 
ings in  tills  city  and  employ  a  force  of  twelve  men. 
Outside  of  this  business  our  sulijeet  has  made  a 
number  of  inventions.  This  new  process  of  making 
stone  affords  an  opportunity  for  making  man\' 
things  in  ornamental  and' imitation  rustic  work  for 
which  stone  has  never  before  been  emplo.ved.  It 
can  be  made  of  any  color  and  any  shape.  The  stone 
is  ground  up  and  repressed  by  such  great  force  that 
it  is  harder  than  the  original  blocks.  This  process 
ilr.  Stex'ens  has  procured  a  patent  upon.  lie  has 
also  invented  a  conduit  machinefor  making  a  com- 
bination of  holes  for  electric  wires  in  a  continuous 
block  of  artificial  stone.  By  this  method  it  is  pos- 
silile  to  solve  the  problem  of  ])lacing  the  wires  un- 
derground for  electrical  motive  power.  The  stones 
are  pierced  with  any  number  of  holes  and  the  wires 
are  jiassed  from  one  to  another  as  desired,  in  one 
continuous  piece  without  joints.  (Jur  subject  has 
just  received  a  patent  for  this  valuable  invention^ 
He  has  also  overcome  the  difUculty  of  making  jnpe 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  thei'c  are  great  possibil- 
ities for  thi'^  new  industry. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  ISlacknian  Townsiiip, 
Jackson  C'ountv.tiiis State,  October  1 1, 18.il.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  Stevens,  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
lieing  the  oldest  settler  in  Jackson  County,  having 


now  reached  the  age  of  foiu'-score  and  four  years. 
He  settled  in  that  locality  in  1829  and  still  lives 
on  the  same  farm  which  he  took  up  from  the  (Gov- 
ernment and  cleared.  It  has  never  changed  hands 
and  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  tlie  county.  He 
was  born  m  New  Hami^shire  and  when  only  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  came  alone  to  the  woods  of  Mich- 
igan. Soon  after  coining  here  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  Stevens,  like  himself  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire.  To  them  came  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Tiiey  were  all 
brought  up  on  a  farm.  Botii  parents  still  survive 
and  are  surrounded  by  a  portion  of  their  children. 
Our  subject  attained  his  majority  wliile  still  at 
home.  His  education  was  acquired  in  tlie  district 
school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  went 
into  the  stone  liusiness  and  has  ever  since  followed 
it  giving  it  his  whole  attention.  Mr.  Stevens  has 
a  pleasant  home  of  his  own  in  Lansing,  a  charm- 
ing little  woman  presiding  thereover.  His  wife 
was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Edwinna  ]McCon- 
nell  of  Blackmail  Township.  That  happy  event  in 
which  the  two  were  made  one,  w.as  celebrated  April 
4,  1882.  They  have  two  children  who  are  at  once 
the  joy  and  care  of  their  fond  parents.  They  are 
bv  name,  Maurice  and  Howard. 
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I'.OBEKT  .M.  LAMOREAUX.  The  prosperity 
and  progressiveness  of  Ingham  County,  and 
indeed  of  Michigan  itself,  is  largely  due  to 
the  unflagging  efforts  of  the  newspaper  men 
of  this  section,  who  from  the  time  the  first  printing 
press  was  set  up  in  the  Wolverine  State  have  per- 
sistently and  intelligently  called  the  attention  of 
investors  to  the  riches  to  be  found  in  the  soil,  the 
waters,  the  mines  and  the  climate  of  ^Michigan. 
The  resources  of  the  Stale  were  here  just  as  much 
in  that  early  d.ay  as  they  are  now,  but  of  what  avail 
would  the^'  have  been  to  the  people  of  the  over- 
crowded East  had  they  not  been  advertised  in  the 
columns  of  these  newspapers.  It  is  therefore  with 
peculiar  j)leasure  that  the  biographer  responds  to 
the  call  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  any  one  of 
the  newspaper  fraternity. 


4;!l> 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


Ml-.  l,;iiii(ir(';iiix,  tlic  editor  of  the  lugham  County 
llcpiihJicdii.  wliifli  is  |)iilili^lied  at  Leslie,  was  lioiii 
ill  Sleiilieii  Ct.iuiUy,  liid..Fel)niai'v  >^,  18();j.  liis  hoii- 
oied  i)ai'ents  lieiii"'  lleiirv  and  Maitlia  (.lones)  La- 
nioreaiix,  wjiose  native  States  are  New  Wtvk  and 
Ohio  res|)ectively.  Tiiey  were  maiiied  in  An^ila. 
Ind..  and  now  nialce  tlieir  lionie  at  Battle  Creel<. 
Mirh.  lleniN  Lnmoieanx  is  in  moderate  cireuin- 
stanees  and  earries  un  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Battle  Creek.  Midi.  He  lias  been  a  Republican  all 
his  life  liut  has  never  lieen  in  oftice  as  he  preferred 
to  devote  hini.self  to  his  chosen  vocation  as  a 
farmer.  Botii  he  and  his  good  wife  ure  earnest  and 
conscientious  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcojial 
Church  and  the  parents  of  fmir  children:  Charles. 
Robert  M.,  Lee  and  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  ciiibl  in 
age  in  his  father's  family  and  grew  up  ujion  the 
farm  in  Seott  Township,  Steuben  County,  until  lie 
reached  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  whicli  lime  his 
]«irents  moved  to  Fennville,  Allegan  County.  .Mich., 
and  four  years  later  removed  to  Calhoun  County. 
The  district  .school  gave  tliis  lio\'  his  elementary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  attendance 
upon  the  High  School  at  Hattle  Creek.  He  ri'- 
niained  with  his  father,  assisting  him  upon  his  farm. 
and  learning  |)ractical  lessons  of  industry,  perse- 
verance and  thrift  until  he  reached  his  niajoi-ity, 
when  he  determined  to  learn  the  printer's  tiadc 
ami  entered  the  ottice  of  the  Dailij  Moon,  at  Battle 
Creek,  as  an  ai)prentice.  He  remained  in  that  office 
for  tliree  years  and  suliseipieutly  worked  at  his 
trade  ill  lC.'d:iiiiazoo.  Decatur,  and  South  Ileiid. 
Ind. 

Scuiicwhat  hitcr  tiie  young  |)rinlcr  conceived  tlic 
idea  of  making  an  indeiieiident  start  in  tlie  news- 
jiaper  line  and  going  to  Augusta.  Mich.,  he  luir- 
cliased  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  whicli  lie  pulilished 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  the  (ialesliurg  Enterprise,  at  (ialeslinrii. 
Mich.  jVfter  operating  this  paper  for  a  few  months 
>h'.  M.  Lamoreaux  went  to  Detroit  and  worked  on 
the  Evening  Xev;s  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he 
came,  on  New  Year's  Day.  1  Sit  1 .  to  I^eslie.  and 
liought  tint  the  Ingham  County  RepitlAicnn.  tlic 
organ  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  section,  lun- 
in<j'  at  the  time  a  circulation  of  five  liinidrcd.      P>v 


his  purchase  he  took  entire  chargcof  the  paperand 
is  now  sole  editor  and  piopi ietor. 

Mr.  Lamoreaux.  as  is  natural  to  one  in  his  posi- 
tion, takes  a  keen  interest  in  pulilic  affairs  and  is 
especially  interested  in  the  movements  of  the  Re- 
])ublican  party,  which  he  reiJicsents.  He  is  a  w'arm 
advocate  of  temper.ance  and  a  menilier  of  the  order 
of  (iood  Templars.  His  marriage  which  took  place 
Septemlier  K.  1S91.  brought  to  his  home  Clara,  a 
daughter  of  \\'illiainaiid  Maria  (Connor)  Wickham. 
of  Calhoun  County.  .Midi.  Two  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  ;\Ls.  Lamoreaux  was  graduated  in  sten- 
ography and  type-writing  and  has  become  a  faith- 
ful partner  in  liusiness  with  her  husband.  ( )ii 
No\-cniber  1.  lKi(l,]Mr.  Lamoreaux  ventured  still 
further  in  the  journalistic  tide  and  took  po.s.sessioii 
of  the  Battle  Creek  Weekly  Cull.  In  Battle  Creek 
he  has  taken  u|j  his  jiei'inanent  abode  with  ofKce 
.and  luiusehold.  and  already  ranks  among  the  lore- 
liiosl  citizens  of  the  place. 


I  I     I  ' 


'  1  ■*  i|  "T*  —f 


KA  ICIIAHL  DOWD.-  The  story  of  the  poor 
ill  li  boys  wh<.>  have  landed  on  the  shores  of 
///  'ij  America  without  a  dollar  in  their  pockets 
but  who  have  through  the  wealth  of  our 
soil,  the  wonderful  resources  of  nature,  and  their 
(jwn  inherent  iiualities  of  enter()ri.se,  industry  and 
perseverance  couquered  a  handsome  fortune  or  a 
comfortable  competenc\-  is  a  long  and  \'aried  tale. 
Among  these  we  may  mention  the  one  whose 
name  we  have  just  written,  who  was  horn  in 
.Vugust.  lK2t>.  in  County  Longford,  Ireland,  in  the 
town  of  Barry,  and  whose  parents.  IVter  and  .Vnn 
(Mullen)  Dowd.  were  also  liorii  in  the  same 
connt\'. 

These  ]iarciit-  brought  up  to  mature  years  eight 
children,  namely:  .M;iry.  Patrick.  Bridi;et,  Ann. 
Michael,  .lame-.  Catlierine  and  Mariiaret,  and  all 
of  this  large  family,  with  the  exception  of  the 
daughter  Mary,  have  come  to  make  their  homes  in 
the  land  of  freedom.  It  was  in  1S4H  when  .Mi- 
chael D<iwd  came  to  the  United  States,  and  hi> 
journey  occujiied  five  weeks.    He  settled  in  Brook- 
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lyii,  \.  Y..  imd  tlit-rc  learned  and  iii'actici'd  the 
trade  (if  a  mason,  woi'kinii'  in  tlii>  line  fur  se\en- 
teen  years. 

Tlie  A\'estern  fever  now  took  |iussessi(in  of  Mr. 
Dowd.  and  in  the  fall  of  IHd;")  he  came  to  ,Mielii- 
t;an  and  |iiirehased  ei<>-|ity  aeres  of  fine  land  on 
section  2(i,  Tyrone  Tonnshi|i.  Livingston  t'onnty. 
Tliis  was  then  covered  witli  forest,  which  he  had 
removed,  and  he  has  lironi>lit  it  into  a  fine  state  of 
|irodnetivenes>.  and  still  resides  upon  it.  His 
niairiaszc  with  Miss  Catherine  Kerrel  took  place 
.Inne  IH,  IH;V2.  This  union  took  place  in  Brook- 
lyn. N.  V.  The  father  of  ^L-s.  Dowd  was  Ed- 
win Ferrel,  who  emii>rated  to  this  country  from 
IJarrv.  which  was  the  native  town  of  oui'  subject. 
Three  childien  lilessed  this  union — .\nna.  who 
niairie<l  Timothy  .Muriihy.  and  has  now  died; 
I'eler  .-mil  Ivlward.  Theii-  mother  (lassed  from 
earth  in  l><r)7.  and  will  lie  loni;'  rememliered  as  a 
faithful  wife  and  mother  and  a  devoted  memlier 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cliui'cli.  The  second  wife 
of  our  sulijei-t  wa^  l^liz;i  Ivinney.  iltiuijlitei'  of 
Christopher  and  .lane  (^Ldvey)  jvinney.  She  also 
is  a  nati\e  of  Larry.  Ireland,  and  had  ccmie  to  this 
country  some  time  liefoie  her  union  with  Mv. 
l)ow<l.  Her  six  children  are  .lames.  Christopher. 
Mary.  .Maryaret.  Lose  and  Catheiine.  These  are 
all  lieinu  hroujiht  up  in  the  faith  of  the  liomaii 
(atholic  Church,  to  which  their  parents  belong. 


t^*^.* / 
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OlIN  J'.  LOCKWOOl)  w;i>  born  in  Ontario 
County. X.  v..  in  IH.'),''>.  ami  from  his  earliest 
years  has  been  consiiicuous  foi-  his  energy 
_  and  activity.  His  father. .lolin  ('..  was  born 
in  Ontario  County.  Ajiril  11.  ISKi.  Iledi<-dthc 
day  the  first  shot  was  fired  ujion  Ft.  Sumter,  Hi' 
was  a  farmer  .and  surveyor  and  was  considered  in\i' 
of  the  best  mathematicians  ni  Ontario  County  and 
was  fi'ecpienlly  consulted  by  persons  who  had  ditii- 
cult  problems  to  sohe.  He  had  an  enviable  repu- 
tation in  his  siiecialty,  wliich  was  that  of  surveyiuii. 
The    mother   of   our  subject  in  hc|-  niMiden  da\s 


was  ^Hss  .lulia  I'helps.  .\  uat  i  ve  of  Counecticut. 
she  was  born  at  Hartford  in  IfSUi.  and  still  siu'- 
vi\es.  making  her  home  at  (ieneva,  X.  Y.  .Moving 
into  (;ene\-a  with  his  parents  in  lM<il..lohn  P. 
Lookwood  spent  the  next  fifteen  years  of  his  life 
in  attendance  at  the  district  schools  and  in  work- 
ing in  machine  shops.  While  living  at  (Jeneva  he 
lost  a  portion  of  his  ai-ni  while  engaged  in  thresh- 
ing. This  necessitated  some  change  in  his  |ilans 
for  the  future  and  having  only  %!l.'?0  in  mone\'  he 
determined  to  leai'u  the  art  of  telegraph \.  In  a 
short  time  he  was  sent  to  Sandusky.  Ohio,  on  the 
Laltimore  iV-  ()hi<i  Lailroiul  ;ind  r<'niained  there 
until  the  day  after  (iaifield  was  shot,  when  he  went 
to  Okenuis  to  work  for  the  (irand  Trunk  Railroad. 
While  thus  engaged  he  was  conducting  :\  general 
grain  and  produce  l)usiness  at  Klba.  this  State,  and 
after  lemainiug  in  this  place  three  yeai's  and  five 
months  he  went  to  Line  Lake  and  took  cliai'ge  of 
the  station  .at  th.at  pla<-e.  it  being  known  as  lla^lelt 
Lark. 

Since  coming  to  llaslett  Lark  Mr.  J^oi-kwood  has 
been  one  of  the  busiest  men  in  the  county,  besides 
peiforming  the  duties  of  an  o|ieratoi'.  building  up 
a  luci'ative  trade  in  the  general  nu'ichandise  line, 
it  being  run  inider  the  firm  name  of  .lohn  L,  Lock- 
wood  A'  Co.  lie  also  deals  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments anil  buys  fai-m  pi-oilucts  of  all  kinds,  .\side 
from  this  he  runs  a  fine  bum  which  he  owns  on 
section  HI,  of  .Meridian  Townshi)i.  He  is  Treasuivr 
of  the  township  and.  although  a  st.aiu'h  Democi'al, 
has  been  awarded  the  position  of  J'ostmastcr. 

}>lv.  Lockwood  is  a  thorough-going,  wide-awake 
business  man  who  fully  deserves  the  success  which 
he  enjoys  and  the  comforts  which  his  fine  fortune 
en.ables  him  to  procure.  An  idea  of  the  \'olunu'  of 
the  liusincss  doni'  by  him  in  the  little  \'illage  ina\' 
be  had  by  stating  that  during  the  year  IKIMI  he 
|)aid  the  farmers  of  this  vicinity  ^S^TI.dOO  for  farm 
products.  ( )ur  subject  w;is  very  hapi)ily  married 
March  1,  l«Hl,to  Miss  Clara  L-eland,  of  (ieneva. 
X.  Y.  She  is  a  daughter  of  .John  L'elaud.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union — lOdwin  M. 
whodied  when  twenty-one  months  old  and  Charles 
Lark  Lockwood.  nanu'd  in  honor  of  Dr.  Lark,  of 
( )kemos:  tlu'  last  child  are  liorn  181^1.  just  liefcire 
(  Icxehnid 's   ele<-tion.      Mrs.  Lockwood    has   been  a 
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member  of  the  Sandusky  Presb3'terian  Church. 
Socially,  uur  subject  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  familiar  with 
all  its  branches.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  is  well  informed  on  all  the 
issuses  of  the  day. 

In  c(nineetion  with  this  biographical  review  may 
be  found  the  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Lock- 
wood. 


'j^_^ENRY  R.  PATTENGILL.  A  man  who 
ji)  has  the  interests  of  the  place  of  his  resid- 
ence at  heart,  whether  it  be  in  .an  humble  or 
')  |)r<)minent  way,  always  commands  the  res- 
pect of  every  right-minded  person.  In  an  edu- 
cational direction  there  is  an  additional  degree  of 
deference  paid  the  promoters  of  advancement,  for 
in  the  Repviblic  of  America  in  which  we  blend  the 
French  idea  of  equality  with  the  Engli.sh  theory 
of  brotherhood,  we  realize  how  greatly  we  are 
indebted  to  our  jjulilic  school  system  for  many  of 
tlie  men  that  have  come  to  the  fore  in  public  as  in 
private  affairs.  The  gentleman  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  noted  educator  in  this 
State  and  is  now  the  editor  and  ]niblisher  of  the 
Micliiiian  School  Moderator,  a  scnii-montlily  maga- 
zine, tliat  is  jjiililished  for  the  use  of  teachers  and 
scliool  Boards,  giving  much  valuable  information 
in  regard  to  school  paraphernalia,  as  well  as  the 
latest  theories  and  methods  as  used  by  the  most 
advanced  educntors  of  the  day  in  foreign  lands  as 
well  as  our  own  country. 

Mr.  I'attengill  was  born  in  Jit.  Yision,  Otsego 
C'oxintv,  N.  Y.,  .lanuary  4,  18.52.  His  father  was 
the  Rev.  Lemuel  ('.  Pattengill,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  IJsbon,  Otsego  County.  His  paternal 
grnndfather,  also  Lemuel  Pattengill,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
removing,  iiowever,  to  New  York  where  he  was 
an  early  settler  in  Otsego  County.  Lemuel  Pat- 
t:-!!!^!!!,  Sr.  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1S12  and 
was  wounded  at  (Jueenstown  Heights,  and  taken 
prisv.uer  by  the  British  soldiers  .and  held  for 
two   or   three   months   in    Canada.     His    decease 


occurred  in  New  York  at  the  age  of  eighty- five 
years.  The  family  are  Eastern  in  their  antece- 
dents. 

Our  subject's  father  began  his  career  for  himself 
by  engaging  in  farming  in  New  Lisbon,  thence 
removing  to  Laurence,  where  he  Ijecame  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm.  Always  of  a  deeplv  religious  turn 
of  mind,  he  determined  to  devote  himself  to 
Gospel  work,  and  became  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  body  he  became  a  prominent 
member.  Later  he  went  to  Wilson,  Niagara 
County.  In  about  1863  he  became  Chaplain  in 
the  army  under  the  Christian  commission  and  he 
was  present  at  the  victory  of  Harper's  Ferry  and 
was  able  to  give  comfort  to  many  a  poor  fellow 
who  lireathed  his  last  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
Union. 

In  the  fall  of  186.5  the  elder  Mr.  Pattengill  came 
to  Utchtield,  this  State  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Cliurcli.  He  remained  there  for  six  or  seven  years 
and  then  removed  to  Ann  Arbfir,  where  he  sup- 
l)lied  cliurches.  Thence  he  moved  to  Ithica  and 
there  he  died  in  l.s7.')  at  the  age  of  .sixty-five 
years.  He  was  a  Re])ublican  in  politics,  voting, 
however,  for  the  man  that  lie  believed  to  lie  best 
fitted  for  the  jxisition  an<l  one  that  lie  felt  that 
had  integrity  and  principle  rather  than  a  man  who 
could  be  made  the  tool  of  unscrui)nlons  polit- 
icians. 

Our  sul)ject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  INIary  Gregory.  .She  also  was  born  in  Otsego 
County.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  Bev.  Seth 
firegory,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  located 
near  Lisbon.  He,  like  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
Baptist  minister  and  for  forty  years  had  a  charge  in 
one  place.  Mrs.  Pattengill  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  son.  She  h.as  reached  the  good  old 
.age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  h.as  been  the  mother 
of  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  the  young- 
est, is  now  living. 

The  origin.al  of  our  sketch  w.as  born  in  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  after  which,  at  the  .age  of  one  year, 
he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Akron,  Erie  County, 
whence  after  a  residence  of  five  or  six  years  he 
removed  to  Wilson  and  as  soon  as  old  enough 
attended  the  Wilson  Academy.  Removing  to 
Litchfield,  Mich.,  in  1865,  he  attended  the    Litch- 
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field  Iliijh  Scliodl.  After  thnt  he  went  to  Hudson  Outline  for  S|)eeial  Day  Exercises  for  Seliool." 
and  was  a  oraduate  from  the  Higli  School  at  the  All  the  aliovc  named  l><Miks  he  has  written,  and  also 
age  of  seventeen  years.  In  1X7(1  he  entered  tiie  |iulili>hes  the  ■•  AIiehii;an  Historical  and  ( ieooraph- 
Iniversrty  of  Michiitan  in  which  he  |iurMied  the  ical  Cards  for  School."  upon  which  he  has  a  copy- 
literary  course  for  four  years,  iiraduatini;-  in  IH'  \  i-ii>ht.  Xnmeroiis  other  woi-ks  that  heaj-  upon 
and  taking'  the  deg-ree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  At  educational  matters  come  fidm  hi>  presses. 
the  commencement  at  which  he   was  oiaduated    he  In   l><Hfi  our  sidiject  tilled  the  vacancy  of  .Vssist- 

wa.s  one  of  fourteen  speakers  and    was    class    |)io-  ant  Professor  in  Kniilish  at   the   .Vuricultnral    Col- 
l)liet.      .\fter  tiuishinii  his  colleuc  course  he  deter-       lege.      I'uder  his  alile  instruction    it  giew  into  one 

mined  to  devote  himself  to  educational    work    and  of  the  most    ])opnl;ir    cotirses    in    the    college.      In 
went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  hecame  Superintendent        1H><',)  he  showed  his  fearlessness  in  I'egard  to  pidilic 

of  the  I'nion  Schools,  lioldiug  the  position  for  two  opinion  when  he  cspouseil    the    |iart    of  I'rof.  .M.mc- 

years.     Thence  he  went  to  Ithaca  and  was   Suiier-  Kwan  in  the  controversy  or  ruption  iti  the  .school, 

inteudent  of  Schools  for  eight  years.     During    his  and  at  this  time  he  attacked  the  Hoard   of  Control 

stay  of  eight  years  in    that    <'ity    he    estalilished    a  upon  their  action  regarding   I'rot.  .Macl^w.au.      Mr. 

High  School   and    interested    the    School  Bo.ard  in  I'atteugill  is  an  enthusiastic  institute    woikei-  and 

higiier    educational    work    until   a  »<2;').<i(l(i  school  has  lieen  a|)pointed  liy  the  State  Supeiintciulent  of 

house  was  liuilt.  in  which  the  Ilii:li  Scliool  was  con-  l'uhli<'    Insti'uction  as   ('(juiluctor  of  Institutes  and 

ducted.      During  the  contemplation   and    building  in  this  capacity   has    done  scr\icc  in    one-half    the 

he  was  on  the  building  committee  and  at  tlii'  >anic  counties  in  the  State. 

time  was  I'retsidenl  of  the  Village  for  two  terms  The  original  of  oin-  sketch  was  marrit-d  in  St. 
He  was  also  President  of  (iratiot  County  Teachcis'  Louis  in  1877.  his  bride  being  Miss  Lizzie  .Sharp- 
.Vssoeiatiou  for  eight  years.  steen.  who  wasboiii  in  Perry.  N.  Y..  and  is  a  daiigh- 
In  IXXt  Mr.  Patteugill  wi-nt  to  (ir;ind  l!api<ls  ter  of  Mortimer  Sharpsteen.  also  a  natixe  of  \ew 
and  there  became  assistant  editoi  cif  the  Scliool  York.  She  came  West  when  a  young  lady  with 
Moderator,  a  magazine  iniblished  foi  the  use  of  her  parents,  locating  in  Iowa  and  later  settling  in 
teaeliers  and  in  the  interest  of  educational  affairs.  |  fJratiot  County,  where  her  father  was  an  early 
He  continued  in  this  position  for  one  year  and  pioiu'er  and  farmer.  .Mr.s.  Pattengill  was  a  gi-ad- 
then  bought  out  the  paper,  removing  his  office  to  n;ite  from  the  High  School  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  a 
J.,ansing,  from  which  it  has  since  been  |iulilished.  most  accomplished,  amiabh'  and  attractive  lad\-. 
The  inaaazine  was  first  printed  in  (iraiid  Kapids  in  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children  wliose  names 
188(1  and  the  i)urcha.se  was  made  by  our  subject  in  aie  as  follows:  Lillie.  \ictor  P.,  .Margaret  Land 
1885.  Since  that  time  ithasgrown  from  a  sixteen-  Hal  M.  .Mi-.  Pattengill  has  a  beautiful  home  which 
jiage  quarto  to  a  tliii ty-two-page  (|uarlo  magazine  he  erected  at  a  cost  of  of  *!7.(i(MI  on  the  corner  of 
and  it  h.as  also  increased  in  circulation  from  four-  Towuseiid  .-md  Lenawee  Streets.  .Vrchitectiirallv 
teen  hundred  to  fi\c  thousand.  As  before  said,  it  it  is  tinely  projiortioncd  and  artistic,  and  interior- 
is  devoted  to  the  educational  interests  and  estab-  '  ally  is  supplied  with  every  comfoi't  and  c(mvcii- 
lished  for  the  benefit  of  .-cliools.  The  best  teachers  ience  that  makes  modern  living  comparatixcly  so 
and  educators  of  tlie  day  are  contributors.  Besides  delightful.  It  is  abo\e  all  and  befoie  all  honieh' 
this  maaaziiie  .Mr.  Pattengill  |)nblishes  a  number  and  is  a  tit  place  for  the  development  of  true  cul- 
of  other  books.  One  of  the  most  |)oi)ulai-  is  the  tnre  and  retiuement.  The  editor  lia>  here  a  Mm. 
••Civil  (.overumcnt  of  Michigan."  of  which  he  libr;ny  of  carefully-selectecl  works  of  the  best 
himself  is  the  author.  .Vnother  very  attractively  author.^,  and  his  children  are  made  to  realize  that 
written  and  po|iulai'  iiook  is  ••  Tlioughls  for  those  they  are  the  heir.'-  of  all  the  ages  by  being  sur- 
wlio  Think."  also  written  by  our  siilijcrt.  ■■  Tip-  rounded  and  made  familiar  witli  the  best  thoughts 
Top  Pieces  for  Little  Folk>,"  a  •■  Manual  of  Ortliog-  of  the  best  Knalish  writers  of  early  as  well  as 
rai)hy,  "    a   ••School    Song    Kiiap^.ick,'    and    ••  \n  modern  times. 
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Our  subject  is  connected  with  several  societies, 
being  lecturer  of  the  Lansing  Grange.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  Secretary.  In  his  politi- 
cal following  he  is  stanchly  Republican  and  being 
one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intelligent  men 
of  the  vicinity  he  has  been  many  times  a  delegate 
to  county  and  State  conventions.  AVhen  a  boy 
Mr.  Pattengill  was  severely  hurt  b^^  a  reaper.  For 
five  months  he  was  confined  to  his  room  and  kept 
on  his  back.  This  accident  caused  a  slight  lame- 
ness which  undoubtedly  changed  the  course  of  his 
life,  as  his  early  home  being  on  the  lake,  he  pro- 
bably otherwise  would  liave  been  a  fanner  or 
sailor. 


KS.  EMELINE  (HOUGHTON)  LANNING. 

It  is  an  nnusual  thing  to  find  a  woman 
who  has  been  Ijrought  xi])  under  the  old 
regime  in  which  it  was  thought  unwomanly 
and  immodest  for  one  of  the  gentler  sex  to  interest 
herself  in  anything  outside  of  domestic  affairs  or 
such  gentle  occupation  a.s  writing  poetry,  to  step 
out  into  the  world  and  assume  duties  which  have 
always  been  considered  as  belonging  to  the  sterner 
sex.  She  of  whom  we  write,  although  having 
passed  the  meridian  of  youth  and  vigor,  has  as- 
sumed the  control  of  extensive  business  affairs  re- 
lating to  her  husband's  estate,  and  has  managed 
them  successfully.  Far  from  giving  her  a  mannish 
or  unwomanly  air,  she  has  dignified  the  work  that 
she  has  taken  up  and  given  it  a  grace  and  gentle- 
ness of  her  own. 

Mrs.  Lanning  is  the  owner  of  tlie  farm  located 
on  section  22.  llartland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  altliough  she  is  nearly  seventy  j-ears 
of  age  she  o|)er.ates  it  so  as  to  bring  her  in  a  good 
income.  The  lady  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  her  birthplace  being  the  town  of  Hamburg, 
Erie  County,  about  three  miles  from  tlic  city  of 
liiiff.ilo.  Her  natal  day  was  July  29,  1822.  Her 
father  was  Ezra  Houghton,  a  native  of  New  York, 


where  be  was  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to 
Michigan,  however,  among  its  earliest  pioneer  set- 
tlers, directing  his  way  in  1833  direct  to  Washte- 
naw County,  where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land 
from  the  Government.  On  this  he  built  a  log 
house  and  bent  his  efforts  toward  improving  his 
tract.  He  had  succeeded  in  clearing  ten  acres  and 
placing  thereon  some  improvements  when  he  sold 
out  his  claim  and  purchased  school  land  on  section 
16,  Webster  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  There 
he  lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  placing 
valuable  improvements  on  the  tract  and  making  of 
it  a  cimifortable  home  place.  There  he  died  after 
reaching  a  good  old  age. 

Our  subject's  mother,  in  her  maiden  days,  was 
Margaret  Queal.  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to 
America  when  a  young  girl.  She  was  educated  in 
New  York  State.  Her  husband  and  herself  were 
buried  side  by  side  in  Webster  cemetery.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  Mrs.  Lanning 
is  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth  and  also  the 
third  daughter.  She  came  to  this  State  with  her 
parents  when  but  eleven  years  of  age.  That  was 
a  day  when  it  was  not  considered  menial  to  helii  a 
nciglibor  with  the  domestic  or  farm  work  and  to 
receive  in  return  pay,  and  our  subject  worked  out 
in  order  to  helj)  support  herself  and  f.amily.  She 
was  a  capable  and  competent  young  woman  and 
early  made  a  reputation  for  being  one  of  the  best 
housewives  of  the  country.  It  was  not  long  lie- 
fore  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  neighborhood 
became  aware  of  her  virtues  and  attractions,  and 
December  22,  1839,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
W.  C.  Lanning,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  there  born 
February  7,  1810.  With  his  parents  he  removed 
from  his  native  place  to  the  town  of  Enfield,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  when  but  five  3-e.ars  old.  There 
he  was  reared  and  educated,  coming  to  this  State 
when  a  young  man. 

The  young  couple  set  up  housekeeping  in  Hart- 
land  Township,  Livingston  County,  in  1840,  the 
same  week  in  wjiicli  their  marriage  took  place. 
They  l:)egan  by  taking  up  one  hundred  and  si.xty 
acres  of  land  from  the  Government,  wliicli  is  the 
same  tract  upon  which  our  subject  now  resides. 
The  husl)and  cleared  a  space  in  the  tangle  of  under- 
brush and  forest  trees,  and  built  a  log  house  and 
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set  about  improving  the  place.  From  time  to  time 
adding'  a  few  acres  until  tlie^y  became  tlie  owners 
of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Mr.  Lanning  made 
all  the  improvements  that  were  at  that  time  on  the 
pl:u-e.  lie  died  in  January,  1889,  after  a  lifetime 
>pent  in  an  effort  to  secure  such  a  competency  as 
should  relieve  him  from  tlie  necessity  of  hard  labor. 
In  his  youth  he  adhered  to  the  AVhig  policy  Init 
on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  jiarty,  trans- 
fcrrcil  his  allegiance  to  it.  He  was  a  well-known 
and  well-liked  man  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  tliis  portion  of  the  country.  He  was  a 
liberal  contributor  to  all  good  and  just  causes, 
lending  an  encouraging  voice  to  every  progressive 
movement  that  promised  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public. 

Our  subject  has  one  daughter,  Terressa.  now  the 
wife  of  S(iuire  Vescelius.  They  reside  in  llartland 
Township  on  part  of  the  old  homestead.  Mrs. 
]>auning  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixt\' 
acres  which  is  tiio  original  plat  purchased  from  the 
(xovernment.  On  her  husband's  death  she  was 
ajipointed  administratrix  of  the  estate  and  has 
since  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  incident 
to  the  farm.  She  now  rents  the  i)lace  devoting 
herself  to  a  general  oversight  and  the  placing  of 
investments.  She  has  done  exceedingly  well  in 
the  management  of  the  farm  thus  far.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  find  so  much  business  capacity  and  capa- 
bility in  one  of  the  gentler  sex,  and  Mr.  Lanning's 
confidence  in  the  life-long  partner  of  his  joys  and 
sorrows  has  proved  to  be  not  in  any  wise  misplaced. 


*|^';,USH  J.  SHANK,  M.  D.  is  one   of  the  pro- 

ib#^'    minent  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Lansing. 

t  V    Ingham  County,  where  he  was  liorn  Decem- 

"     ber  15,  1848,  one  j'ear  after  the  capital  was 

here  located.     His  father  was  Ilulbert  B.  Shank,  a 

pioneer  who  felled  the  trees  where  now  the  most 

important  city  streets  are  laid  out  and  charred  the 

ground  by  burning  out  the  stumps  and  underbrush. 

Mis  home  was  where  his  son,  Dr.  Sliank.  now  lives. 

on  Allegan  Street  between  Washington  and  Capitol 

Avenues.     Dr.  Shank  has  witnessed  the  metamor- 


phosis of  the  beautiful  city  with  important  com- 
mercial interests  from  the  crudest  pifmeei'  settle- 
ment. 

Receiving  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  this 
city.  Dr.  Shank  when  a  youth  was  sent  back  to 
New  York  State  to  enjoy  the  advantages  offered 
at  Oakwood  Seminary — a  beautiful  educational 
institution  located  on  Cayuga  Lake.  After  read- 
ing with  his  father  who  was  a  professional  man  of 
high  standing,  he  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  ilichigan  in  order  to  purstie 
his  studies  in  that  line  under  the  best  conditions 
possible.  He  took  an  advanced  three  years'  course 
and  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '71.  His  in- 
dependence of  nature  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
wlien  a  junior  student  at  Oakwood  Seminary  he 
enlisted  in  the  Vt'av  of  the  Hebellion  at  Auburn,  N. 
Y.  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth 
New  York  Infantry.  He  was  mustei-ed  into  service 
.August  2,  18G4.  and  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
.lames  River  Division.  He  .served  as  a  private  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  lie  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  .Vjipomattox  Court  House  and  was 
through  the  \\'eldon  Railroad  raid  and  witnessed 
the  fall  of  I'etersliurg  and  Appomattox. 

.\^fter  being  mustered  out  of  service  he  returned 
home  and  began  the  study  of  his  profession,  as  be- 
fore stated,  reading  with  his  father.  jVfter  gradu- 
ating he  came  to  Lansing  and  began  practicing 
which  he  has  ever  since  continued.  First  as  his 
father's  partner,  he  remained  with  him  until  his 
death,  April  23,  1888.  .\fter  that  sad  event  lie  as- 
sociated himself  with  Dr.  A.  S.  Hyatt.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  both  the  State  and  Lansing  Medical 
Societies.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 
President  of  the  Boai'd  of  Fxaniining  Surgeons 
and  previous  to  the  formation  of  local  IJoards  he 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  tlie  Loard  of  Examin- 
ing Surgeons  in  187(),  serving  until  1886.  In  1884 
Dr.  Shank  was  appointed  as  Department  Com- 
mander, Michigan  Department  of  the  Grand  .\rmy 
of  the  Re|)ulilic  and  now  is  I'resident  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Michigan  Soldier's  Home.  He 
unites  a  regular  practice  with  his  specialty,  which 
is  that  of  surgery,  he  having  the  rei)Utation  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  finest  surgeons  in  this  portion  of  the 
State. 
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Sociallj'  Dr.  Shank  is  in  constant  demand.  He 
is  Eminent  Commander  of  the  Lansing  Knights 
Templar,  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  an  Elk,  and  belongs 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repulilic,  and  in  fact  is 
a  member  of  numerous  other  orders.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  E.  Williams,  of 
this  city  December  29,  1873.  This  marriage  has 
been  blest  by  the  advent  of  one  daughter,  Ruth. 
Dr.  Shank  is  an  extremely  popular  man,  greatly 
liked  by  all  who  know  him.  A  skillful  [ili ysician  and 
surgeon,  his  services  are  in  constant  demand  by 
the  best  class  of  patrons  in  the  city. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Dr.  .Shank, presented  in  connet 
tion  with  this  biographical  notice. 


OiEOKOE  A'ORCE.     The  owner  of  and   resi- 
dent  upon  tlic  tine  farm  located  on  section 
^j     Ifj,  Leroy   Township,    Ingliain  County,  is  a 

prominent  man  in  this  section,  lie  is  a  nati\e  of 
New  York,  being  born  in  Cayuga  County  May  2. 
1842.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Celia  (Weber) 
A'orce.  His  father  w.as  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  his  mother  of  Ct)nnecticut.  His  ])aternal 
grandfather  is  said  to  have  been  a  l\evohitif>iiary 
soldier. 

AVhen  about  two  or  three  year>  old  the  oiiiiinnl 
of  our  sketch  wa>  brought  by  his  parents  to  Ing- 
ham County,  this  State,  the  family  settling  <m  sec- 
tion 21,  Leroy  Townshij),  where  they  were  among 
the  early  settlers.  Our  subject's  father  here  de- 
voted himself  to  the  calling  of  agriculture  which 
was  not  at  that  time  the  comparatively  eas\-  one 
of  the  present  day,  for  they  wer<'  pioneers,  and 
had  literally  to  hew  their  way  through  the  forests 
to  get  even  a  jilace  on  which  they  could  locate 
their  log  house,  which  was  the  first  home  they  had 
on  coming  to  the  State.  The  principles  of  De- 
mocracy are  those  that  were  deaiest  and  nearest  to 
Mr.  Vorce.  Si-.  The  tlieories  of  that  gentleman. 
however,  were  not  narrow  in  any  respect,  and  he 
sought  only  the  interests  of  the  [lublic  at  hirge,  re- 
gardless of  i)nrty  inejudice.     Our  subject  is  one  of 


eight  children  born  to  his  parents,  of  which  the 
names  following  are  those  that  .still  survi\e:  Helen. 
.John.  (Jeorge,  Edward.  Susan.  William  and  .Vn- 
diew.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  A.  (  .  Wigant;  Su.san 
married  William  Rouse. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  to 
give  this  short  sketcii  in  outline  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  this  county,  and  his  experience  here 
is  that  of  many  jtioneers  in  this  [lortion  of  the 
country.  His  devotion  to  his  farming  interests 
has  brought  him  large  returns.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  his  early  life  was  spent  in  rural  occupa- 
tion, for  there  was  much  to  be  done  in  those  days 
ill  felling  timlier.  making  the  roads  and  in  gener- 
ally im])roving  the  contour  of  the  land.  Tliei'e 
was  not  so  much  sefishness  then  .as  now,  or  pei- 
haps  one  may  better  say.  that  the  general  good  at 
that  time  was  also  the  individual  good. 

.Vlthough  well  endowed  liy  nature  with  liright 
mental  qualities,  the  educMtioiial  advantages  en- 
joyi'd  liy  our  subject  were  not  brilliant.  He  has, 
however,  become  self-educated  to  such  a  de<iree 
that  he  passes  for  a  man  of  liberal  education.  A 
good  conversationalist,  he  is  also  genial  and  sunny- 
temiiered,  having  the  hajjpy  faculty  of  making 
one  feel  at  ease.  In  February,  1865,  Mr,  Vorce 
I'll  listed  in  Company  C,  Eleventh  Michigan  Iii- 
f:intiy,  and  with  his  regiment  was  assigned  to  duly 
ill  the  Army  of  the  CiiiiibeilMiid.  He  continued 
ill  s<Mvice  until  his  discharge,  in  Se))teinber,  18(jr). 
During  his  experience  as  a  .soldier  he  was  detailed 
to  duty  as  guard  over  railroads  and  trains  and  to 
do  general  picket  duty  in  Tennessee. 

On  leturning  from  the  war  our  subject  was 
married,  in  .\iigust.  1M7I.  to  Miss  Marietta  Bain, 
who  was  born  in  this  .State  and  is  a  <laughter  of 
Thomas  liaiii.  By  this  union  three  childien  were 
born,  two  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time. 
They  are  Elmer  and  Lina.  Mr.  X'orce  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land.  He 
lias  erected  thereon  <iood  buildings,  having  a  pleas- 
ant home  and  charminu  surroundings.  He  devotes 
himself  to  general  farming,  suppleiiieiitiiig  the 
products  of  the  soil  with  the  rich  returns  from  his 
live  stock.  \  Democrat  in  his  jiolitical  lielief.  our 
subject  has  always  endeavored  to  lie  true  to  what 
lie  believes  to  be   for    the  general  good,  irrespec- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


443 


tive  of  party.  The  original  vf  our  sketch  has  been 
an  ineuml)ent  of  several  township  ottiees.  For 
three  years  he  was  Higliway  Commissioner,  and  he 
has  also  served  as  School  Moderator  of  his  district 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  identified  himself 
with  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  in  which  he  is  an  ac- 
tive'member.  Trill}'  one  of  the  thrifty  tillers  of 
the  soil  in  Leroy  Township  Mr.  Yorce  also  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  fellow-townsmeii. 


'=^-< 


^^^1=- 


eLEE  COOK.  The  Deputy  Sheriff  of  lug- 
ham  County  is  at  the  present  time  a  resi- 
j   (lent  of  the  city  of  Lansing,  having  lieeu 

"  "  here  since  1867.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  was  born  at  Greenville,  Argentilc  County, 
(Quebec,  February  10,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of  Hiram 
L.  and  Lucinda  (Haynes)  Cook.  As  a  boy  he 
received  tlie  advantages  of  a  good  education,  at- 
tending school  at  Greenville.  Tiiere  seems  to  be  a 
certain  element  in  the  atmosphere  of  Canada  that 
vitalizes  and  invigorates,  giving  to  tiie  inliatiitan  Is 
of  tiiat  part  of  ^Vmerica  a  freshness  and  clearness 
of  perception  and  a  breadth  of  mental  caliber,  as 
well  ,as  strong,  sturdy,  pliysical  constitutions. 

xifter  (inishing  his  education,  our  subject  went 
to  Upper  Canada,  locating  in  Wcstmeath,  Renfrew 
County,  where  he  followed  the  trade  which  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  town.  It  was  that  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner.  He  followed  this  calling  some 
little  time  while  in  Canada,  becoming  skilled  in 
his  workmanship.  In  l!^().'ii  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Saginaw,  there  being  engaged 
at  once  in  Imilding  a  sawmill  for  Messrs.  Sage  and 
Mc(Traw.  In  the  latter  part  of  18()4  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  while  there  was  engaged  in 
work  on  tlie  University  building',  assisting  in  the 
erection  of  au  addition  to  the  Medical  Department. 
In  IHCT)  he  went  to  .Jackson  in  order  to  lielp  build 
the  I'nion  IJlock,  being  a  part  of  Ihe  time  employed 
as  contractor  on  that  Iniilding. 

In  IKOTMr.  Cook  came  to  Lansing,  first  attracted 
here  by  the  fact  that  several  laige  buildings  were 
being  erected  and  his  reputation  as  a  fine  workman 


at  once  secured  him  a  good  place  among  the  Car- 
penters'and  Builders'  fraternity.  The  first  build- 
ing that  he  was  engaged  upon  was  the  Lansing 
House,  now  called  the  Downey  House,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  done  a  large  etmtracting  business. 
Some  of  the  houses  he  has  erected  arc  the  Larned 
crockery  store,  the  series  of  stores  opposite  the 
Lansing  House,  and  a  nnml)er  of  buildings  on  Hon. 
.T.  E.  AV'arner's  farm.  He  also  took  the  contract 
for  tearing  down  the  old  State  Land  Office,  where 
the  Capitol  now  stands.  This,  however,  was  an 
unfortunate  undertaking  for  liini,  for  while  en- 
g.aged  on  this  Iiiiilding  he  had  a  terrible  fall  by 
which  he  broke  and  pernumently  crippled  liis  right 
wrist  and  hand,  also  his  right  leg  and,  injured 
one  lung.  The  fall  was  from  a  height  of  sixty  feet, 
and  it  is  a  mystery  how  he  survived  at  all.  He 
suffered  other  injuries  and  was  oljliged  to  give  up 
his  liusiness  in  consequence. 

Turning  to  new  fields  in  which  he  could  And  an 
occupation  that  his  strengtli  was  equal  to,  he  be- 
came an  .agent  for  sewing  machines  and  was  in  this 
very  successful.  .Vbout  that  time,  liowever,  the 
municipalit\-  was  organizing  the  first  police  force 
(1S72),  and  our  subject  w.as  appointed  upon  this 
force,  being  tiie  first  uniformed  policeman  seen  in 
the  city.  He  continued  in  this  position  for  six  or 
seven  yeais,  lioldinii  it  undei'  both  Hepul)lican  and 
Democratic  administrations,  wliicli  tact  speaks  well 
for  his  ))opularity  as  a  man  and  the  fitness  tliat  his 
constituents  felt  lie  had  for  the  position.  After 
witlidrawing  from  flic  police  force  lie  was  elected 
Constable,  which  office  he  also  held  for  several  vears, 
and  was  tluMi  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff.  While  still 
(Vmstable  he  was  appointed  by  the  Council  .as 
Chief  of  Police  and  also  City  JIarshal,  both  offices 
being  combined  liy  a  Demociatic  Council.  He 
served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  Ing- 
ham County  poor  house,  wliicli  position  he  iield 
for  three  yeai's. 

For  reasons  not  known  to  the  writer  .Mr.  Cook 
resigned  his  [losition  as  Suiierintendent  and  mana- 
ger of  the  poor  house  and  returned  to  Lansing, 
where  he  purchased  a  store  known  as  the  East  Side 
(irocery,  the  former  owner  being  Dr.  Hitchcock. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  sickness  of  his  wife  he  wa> 
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obliged  to  sell  out,  and  after  a  time  went  into  the 
concrete  sidewalk  bii.-*iness  operating  this  for  a  \k'v- 
iod  of  two  years.  lie  tlien  sold  out  his  business 
to  a  firm  who  3et  carry  on  tiie  work  under  the  firm 
name  of  Hagerman  &  Hopkins.  After  disposing  of 
this  business  our  subject  for  a  time  did  not  engage 
in  other  active  work,  devoting  liimself  to  the  recu- 
peration of  liis  health.  In  .laniuuy,  1889,  he  re- 
ceived his  third  aijpointmcnt  ns  Deputy  Sheriff, 
and  still  serves  in  that  capacity. 

I'olitically.  our  subject  is  a  follower  of  tlie  Dem- 
oci'atic  i)arty.  Socially  he  is  a  nienil)er  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  I'VUows.  having  held  all  the 
olHces  in  tlie  lodge  to  wiiirh  he  belongs.  Our  snli- 
ject's  domestic  life  has  lieen  very  happy,  made  so 
liy  a  wife  wiio  has  ever  been  to  liim  an  inspiration 
and  a  liclp.  Slic  was  in  hci-  maiden  days,  Mis.- 
Kh'cta  .Moieliouse.  (if  the  city  of  Lansing,  '["hey 
were  married  Deccnilier  25,  187;^.  Tiie  la<ly  is  a 
daughter  of  llai\ey  .Moreliousc.  wlio  was  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  tliis  city,  liaving  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  lived  liere  neai'ly  forty  years.  His 
widow  still  sur\i\('s  ami  makes  licr  lioiiic  at  Lan- 
sing. Our  subject  and  his  wife  ha\e  one  dailghlei-. 
llalla  Editli,  a  charming  miss  of  fifteen  years  of 
a!>e. 


=^>^^<m 
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County.  Oliio.  He  was  a  general  mechanic  and 
was  a  ver\  skillful  artisan,  being  a  builder  of  en- 
gines and  he  had  the  distinction  of  lieiiig  one  of 
the  first  engineers  to  run  over  the  Baltimore  ik  Ohio 
Road.  This  was  in  the  primitive  days  of  railroad 
construction  wlien  "strap  rails"  were  used. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
also  named  .Jeremiah.  He  was  horn  in  17!)!.  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  not  far  from  Newark  and 
was  a  general  farmer.  His  decease  occurred.  June 
24,  1867,  at  his  old  homestead  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
He  was  in  prosjierous  circumstances,  being  th<' 
owner  of  a  beautiful  farm    and    was   well-known 


throughout  the  State.  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children.  One  of  the  sons.  .Vbner  Brown,  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  married  Heliecca  Siiikey.  who 
was  a  native  of  Washington  County.  Pa.,  where 
she  was  born  in  18iri.  Her  decease  took  pl.ace. 
June  1  1.  1885.  in  the  city  of  Lansing.  From  this 
marriage  there  was  an  issue  of  five  sons. as  follows: 
.leremiah  .1..  Abraham  X.,  James  Foster,  Alexander 
B.  and  Abner  II.  Abraham  is  now  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  department*  in  the  (iovernment  print- 
ing (.illiee  in  Washington.  1).  C;  James  resides  in 
Lansing,  this  State;  iVlexander  lives  in  Decatur. 
.\la.     One  son.  Aimer,  died  in  his  eighth  year. 

The  oi-iginal  of  our  sketch  lived  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  attending  the  dis- 
trict seliool  until  1855,  when  his  father  moved  to 
Lansing,  .and  there  he  enjo\  ed  tlie  advantages 
offered  in  the  district  school.  He  was  engaged  as 
a  student  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  wai.  paying 
for  his  tuition  and  incidental  expenses,  by  doing- 
work  as  a  tutoi'  in  mathematics.  On  the  firing  of 
the  first  mm  Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  first  to  go 
to  the  front,  enlisting  in  the  fall  of  IKOl.  He  was 
in  the  second  liattk'  of  Bull  Run  and  at  ^Miite  Sulp- 
hur Springs,  also  at  Slaughtei-  Mountain,  at  I\ap)ia- 
lianoek  Station,  (iainesville  Station  and  in  the 
terrible  battle  at  .Manassas.  Our  subject  bore  aw'ay 
with  him  nine  battle  scars,  having  been  shot 
through  both  knees,  as  well  as  other  wounds.  For 
six  months  he  was  in  hospital  in  lialtimore  an<l 
Frederick  City,  .Md.  His  most  serious  wound  was 
received  in  the  liattle  of  South  Mountain.  ^I<1.  in 
18(52.  He  was  finally  discharged  on  account  of 
disabilities  i-esulting  from  wounds.  ^March  14.  18tiS. 

On  returnim;  from  the  war.  Mi-.  Ih-owii  entered 
the  .Michigan  Agrieiiltuial  College,  where  he  em- 
ployed himself  industriously  for  one  year.  He 
then  clei-ked  in  !i  inercanlile  stoi-i'  in  Lansing  and 
in  varii^ius  (ilaces  until  1867.  when  he  fipened  a 
general  store  at  Wacoiista.  remaining  in  business 
therefor  one  year  and  thence  going  to  Lansing 
where  he  remained  for  one  year.  From  that  place 
he  i-enio\'ed  to  ( )kenuis  and  has  lemained  here 
ever  since.  He  is  iloing  a  successful  business  and 
has  a  line  stoi-k  of  drugs,  groceries  and  bazaar 
goi.ids. 

The  oriyinal  of  our  sketch  was  married,  in  ls;6o, 
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to  Miss  Sarah  A.  MoCieorge,  a  dauijlitei-  of  William 
^Ic(  Jeorsje.  This  amiable  fouple  are  i  liildle-;s. 
hut  liad  an  atlopted  daui>liter  who  bore  the 
name  of  I>illy  A.  Hiown.  She  was  a  liiost  exem- 
plary _vouni;'  lady  and  died  at  the  asje  of  seventeen. 
^Irs.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  ^lethodist  Kpiseo- 
pal  (Iniieli  at  Okemos.  iSocially  our  subject  is  a 
Mason,  beloniiinii  to  Lansing  Lodge.  Ts'o.  :i."?.  whicli 
he  joined  in  1  i^fiT. 

Mr.  Brown's  .•uieeslor.-  on  his  father's  side  eaine 
from  Scotland.  On  the  mother's  side,  they  came 
from  Cork,  Ireland.  Politicaily  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  stanch  Uemocrat.  although  brought  up 
by  Kepubhcan  parents,  lie  has  been  quite  pmmin- 
ently  identified  with  the  jxilitics  of  ^Meridian  Town- 
ship. Ingham  County  and  was  the  Clerk  fm-  tiiice 
years.  In  1K74  he  was  elected  .lustice  of  the  Peace, 
holding;  the  office  until  1HH2.  lie  was  again  elected 
in  1884  and  served  for  four  years.  .\li.  limwn  i> 
an  intelligent,  wide-awake  man.  who  is  most  genial 
in  his  manner  and  popular  and  ])rosperous  in  his 
business  relations,  lie  owns  one  of  the  piettiest 
homes  in  tlie  j^resent  \illage  of  Okemos. 


,^f  DAM  FOERSTEH.  proijrietor  of  Foerster's 
WfUl     Brewery,  which   is   situated   at  the  foot  of 
///  Is    Madison  Street.  Lansing.  Ingham  County. 
<^  on    the   banks   of   the    (irand    River,    was 

born  in  Canada,  at  Ileidleberg.  Waterloo  County. 
February  22.  1848.  His  father.  Louis  Foerster.  was 
a  native  of  Baden.  (Jerniany.  his  natal  year  being 
18();i.  Ih'  had  two  lirothcrs  in  the  Napoleonic  wars 
who  were  killed  and  left  on  the  tield  at  .Moscow, 
lie  was  a  lock  and  gunsmith  in  (iermany.  and 
came  to  the  Xew  World  in  183;).  after  his  mar- 
riage, and  located  at  lleidleberg.  Canada.  He 
took  a  farm  in  the  woods  and  settled  ii[)tm  it  five 
miles  from  any  neighbor,  and  beginning  life  here 
in  a  bark  shanty,  worked  his  way  up  to  a  comfort- 
able comi)etency.  He  still  resides  upon  this  old 
homestead.  He  is  conservative  in  his  views  and  is 
a  member  of  the    Lutheran    Chnrcli.     The  mother 


of  oiu-  suliject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Zieg- 
ler,  and  she  was  born  in  Baden.  ( ieiinam.  and 
died  in  1855,  leaving  ten  children. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  our 
subject  lived  upon  the  farm  with  his  parents  and 
attended  the  common  district  school.  He  was 
then  apprenticed  for  two  years  to  the  lirewer's  bus- 
iness at  Preston,  and  in  18(;(!.  went  to  Cincinnati. 
Ohio,  and  was  for  four  years  in  the  employ  of  a 
brewery  there,  as  salesman.  In  187(i.  he  came  to 
Ypsilanti.  Mich..  an<l  in  [lartnershii,  with  his 
brollier.  Louis  ('•..  he  purchased  a  brewery  and  op- 
erated it  until  187(1.  when  he  went  to  Ligonier, 
Ind..  and  there  rented  a  brewery  whicii  he  carried 
on  until  1877.  when  he  came  to   Lansing. 

Mr.  Foerster  now  i)urchase(l  ihe  brewery  whicii 
he  is  still  o|ierating.  and  ])roceeded  to  enlarge  and 
improve  it.  till  it  now  has  a  capacity  of  thirty-five 
lianels  a  day.  He  has  also  erected  a  new  brewer\ . 
one  |)ortion  of  which  measured  2i')x7.'>  feet,  and 
the  otiier  [jart  24x60  feet,  and  aside  from  this  he 
has  also  ])Ut  up  an  ice  house  and  storage  house. 
It  is  the  only  brewery  in  Lansing.  This  gentleman 
owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
DeWitt  Town.ship.  Clinton  County,  which  is  a 
finely  improved  condition  and  is  under  Mr.  Foers- 
ter's direct  sui)erintendence.  He  raises  upon  this 
farm  an  excellent  grade  of  stock  and  hor.ses  of 
good  breeds.  Our  subject  was  married  in  Cincin- 
nati. Ohio,  in  1868.  being  then  united  with  3Iiss 
Catherine  Spaeth,  a  native  of  Hamilton,  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  .lohn  .Spaeth, 
who  W.1S  born  in  Bavaria,  (iermany.  and  became 
■■in  early  settler  in  Ohio,  where  he  carries  fm  his 
trade  as  a  tailor  in  Hamilton.  This  man  was  so 
loyal  to  his  adopted  country  that  he  enlisted  at 
the  first  tap  of  the  drum  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War.  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  volun- 
teers to  join  the  ranks.  He  served  for  three 
months  and  then  re-enlisted  and  was  in  service 
initil  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  He  died  some  years 
ago. 

The  live  children  of  our  suliject  are  Charles  L., 
(ieorge  E.,  Ida  C.  K..  Albert  V.  A.,  Lucia  H.  M. 
In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr. 
Foerster  belongs  to  the  Capital  Lodge  No.  45,  and 
the  Encamimient    No.    33.     He    is    also  connected 
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with  IIk'  Kniiilils  of  Honor,  Ancient  Order  of 
I'liiltMl  Workiiu'ii.  and  (lie  Red  Cross,  and  lias  been 
tiie  Pretiidonl  for  several  years  of  the  Arbeiter  So- 
ciety. He  also  belongs  to  the  (iernian  Leiderkranz. 
In  his  chiireli  relations  he  is  a  Lutheran,  and  in 
polities  IS  a  Democrat.  l)eing  frequently  a  delegate 
to  the  founty  conventions.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Michigan  State  Brewer's  Association. 
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<^  IVILLIAM  S.  HOLMES  &  SOX.  The  high 
\/jJi  8'''*^<^'^'  of  f'c  educational  institutions  of 
WW  Miciiigan  has  forwarded  certain  industries, 
notably  those  of  the  manufacture  and  introduction 
of  musical  instruments,  whicli  may  now  be  found 
in  every  hamlet  in  the  State.  The  best  cla.ss  of 
such  instruments  are  demanded  by  the  peojjle  of 
wealth  and  culture  who  now  form  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  this  State  and  among  the 
most  enterprising  firms  which  meet  this  demand  is 
the  one  which  we  have  named  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph.  These  gentlemen  liave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finest  wholesale  and  retail  music  house 
in  Lansing,  and  the  father  who  has  long  been  one 
of  the  men  of  wealth  in  this  city  commands  the 
respect  of  all  for  his  patriotic  services  to  his  coun- 
try as  well  as  for  the  well-known  integrity  and 
ability  of  the  firm.  Besides  handling  musical  in- 
struments of  all  kinds  this  firm  supplies  sheet 
music,  song  books  and  sewing  machines. 

W.  S.  Holmes  the  senior  member  of  this  firm, 
was  born  in  Unadilla,  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
in  February,  1810.  His  fathci,  David  Holmes,  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  there  grew  up  a 
farmer.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to 
America  and  located  upon  Long  Island,  whence  he 
removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  finding  work  in  a 
carpet  factory  and  in  that  city  be  found  his  wife. 
It  was  in  1837  when  he  came  to  ]Micliigan,  where 
lie  bought  one  hundred  and  sixt\- acres  of  fine  land 
on  section  28,  in  Inadilla  Township.  Livingston 
County.  He  improved  this  piO]ierty  and  remained 
upon  it  until  1866,  when  he  removed  to  DeWitt 
and  after  one  year  there  went  to  (Ti-eenbush  Town- 


ship, Clinton  County.  There  he  bought  a  farm  of 
sixty  acres  and  made  it  his  hiniu'  until  his  death  in 
1884,  when  he  had  attained  to  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  Democrat  until  18,54,  when  he  became  a  Repulili- 
c.in,  being  one  of  the  first  in  his  neighborhood  to 
join  that  new  party.  For  fifty  years  he  was  hon- 
ored and  liclovcd  as  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  wife,  Lucretia  McConnell,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  died  in  Livingston  Comity  in  1843. 

Of  the  five  children  of  this  family  four  grew  to 
maturity,  the  senior  member  of  this  firm  being  the 
youngest  child.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
began  his  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  remain- 
ing at  home  and  working  on  the  farm  until  August 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  lieiiig  mustered  in  at 
Jackson.  He  was  present  at  the  conflicts  of  the 
Wilderness,  Nye  Run  and  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  and  on  May  12,  1864,  he  was  wounded 
while  making  a  bayonet  charge,  a  niinie  ball 
pa.ssing  through  his  body  from  left  to  right.  He 
was  kept  prisoner  on  the  battle-field  by  the  rebels 
three  days  and  was  then  retaken  by  the  Second 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps.  The  Judicial  Square 
Hospital  at  Washington  was  the  place  where  he  was 
sent  on  the  18th  of  May  and  six  months  later  he 
was  sent  to  Little  York,  Pa.,  and  then  to  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Detroit.  He  continued  there  until  May 
18,  186.5,  when  he  was  mustered  out  as  Sergeant. 
While  at  Detroit  convalescing  he  was  permitted  to 
attend  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  from 
which  lie  graduated  in  the  spring  of  186,").  The 
wound  continued  to  trouble  him  for  a  long  while 
after  leaving  the  hospital.  He  engaged  for  one 
year  with  the  .State  Insurance  Compiny  and  after- 
ward was  for  three  years  with  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company,  traveling  through  Central 
Michigan. 

The  music  business  first  engaged  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Holmes  in  1870  and  in  September  of  that 
3'ear  he  put  in  a  stock  of  goods  in  a  7x9  room,  back 
of  Longyear's  Bank  and  later  lie  moved  into  the 
Opera  House  Block  at  its  completion.  During  the 
time  that  he  was  in  the  insurance  business  he  had 
bought  the  old  liome,  a  property  whicli  comprises 
two  hundred  acres,  which  he  still  owns  and  has  a 
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tt'iiaiit  iipuu.  Ill  K('l)i-u:iiy.  1M7K.  Ilii>  fj-entleman 
was  taken  ill  with  typlioid  fevt-i-  and  was  so  pros- 
trated as  to  be  unable  to  attend  to  Imsiness  for  six 
iiioiitlis.  His  bnjtlier  took  him  to  his  farm  and 
took  care  of  him.  He  sold  his  imisie  store  and 
removed  ijaek  onto  tiie  farm  for  awhile.  In  1H8(I 
lie  represented  the  Ft.  Wayne  Company  and  worked 
in  their  employ  for  a  year  at  a  salary  of  ^l.odO. 
After  this  he  loeated  in  Lansin<J'  onee  more  estab- 
lishinu-  himself  in  the  Opera  House  Kloek  whence 
he  removed  to  his  present  location  in  the  Snyder 
Block. 

Tile  lirm  carries  fiom  I  wciity-live  to  tifty  pianos 
of  tlie  best  makes,  such  as  the  Steinway,  Henry  F. 
.Miller.  Hallett  cV-  Davis,  Ivfis  it  Pond,  Emerson, 
Slioninuer.  also  the  Estey  and  Packard  organs  and 
all  kinds  of  musical  ptililicatioiis.  The  sewinsj 
machines  which  he  handles  most  prominently  are 
the  .Standard  and  the  Helpmate.  They  keep  from 
leu  to  fifteen  men  on  the  road  in  their  emplo\-. 
I'pon  the  1st  of  January,  IHH9  the  firm  w'as  changed 
to  the  style  which  appears  above.  After  one  year 
Mr.  C.  H.  Howe  came  into  the  firm  and  since  .biii- 
uary   1,  1890  he  has  been  a  partner. 

Mr.  Holmes  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  improved  land  in  I'nadilla  Township,  which  he 
rents  out  on  shares  and  has  eighty  acres  in  Delta 
Township,  Eaton  County,  upon  wliich  he  also  has 
a  tenant,  and  in  Clinton  Comity  lie  has  eighty 
acres  in  'NVatertown  Town.shi|)  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  Reily  Township.  He  has  been  singu- 
larly favored  throuirliout  life  In  all  his  transac- 
tions. 

The  marriage  in  liiadilla  Township  of  W.  S. 
Holmes  and  Miss  ^Vdelia  E.Howe  took  place  in 
1808.  This  lady  was  born  in  Illinois  liiit  had  her 
education  in  Coldwater.  .Mich.  Two  children  have 
blessed  their  lumie.  the  eldest  Roberts,  was  liorii  in 
I'nadilla  Township.  Livingston  County,  Mich.. 
February  8.  I87ii.  and  has  spent  most  of  his  life  at 
l^ansing.  W  the  agi'  of  Hfteen  he  entered  the 
High  School,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  with  the  honors  of  his  cla.ss  which 
numtiered  twenty-one.  and  to  him  was  .-iwarded  the 
salutatory. 

The  young  man  tlien  entered  the  Detroit  Husi- 
ness   College    and    tinished    the   course    .laiiUiirN'    1, 


1889  and  upon  the  same  day  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  S. 
Holmes  (ir  Son.  He  has  traveled  some  on  the  r(jad 
in  .Southern,  Central  and  Eastern  Michigan,  making 
his  first  trip  when  lie  was  nineteen  years  old,  when 
he  made  the  liest  record  of  any  man  in  their  em- 
ploy. He  has  charge  of  the  musical  and  sewing 
machine  department  of  the  busine.ss.  In  the  real- 
estate  business  the  father  and  son  are  in  partner- 
ship, under  the  style  of  AV.  S.  Holmes  it  .Son,  but 
the  music  l)usine.ss  is  now-  carried  on  under  the 
nami'  of  \\'.  S.  Holmes  it  Co.  The  young  man  is 
chorister  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  a  member.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Manard  Male  Quartette  of  Lan- 
sing, singing  b.asso,  and  is  esteemed  a  fine  vocalist. 
The  daughter,  .leniiie  L.,  is  still  at  home  with  her 
])arents.  The  father  is  a  Trustee  in  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  prominent  in  organizing  the  South 
.Street  Mission  Sunday-school,  of  which  he  is  the 
Superintendent.  Since  1886  his  political  efforts 
have  been  in  the  direction  of  the  Prohiliition  party, 
as  he  feels  that  other  questions  of  putjlic  policy 
should  lie  subordinated  to  the  tremendous  t.ask  of 
overthrowing  tlie  liquor  power. 


m 
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ACOB  CONRAD.  This  fine  old  gentleman, 
who  has  been  a  successful  farmer,  is  one  of 
the  popular  men  in  (ienoa  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County.  He  was  born  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Byron,  (lerniany,  .luly  Ki,  1822.  His  fa- 
ther, Charles,  .and  his  grandfather,  Jacob,  Sr..  were 
both  natives  of  Germany,  and  the  latter  was  a 
shoemaker  who  spent  all  his  days  in  the  old  coun- 
try. 'The  father  came  to  this  country  about  Chris- 
mas  time,  1832,  and  spent  some  three  years  in  New 
York  at  Albany,  and  ilontgomery.  He  was  him- 
self a  poor  man  but  brought  with  him  from  the  old 
country  *4(iii  which  belonged  to  his  sister.  He 
placed  it  in  a  bank  at  Albany,  X.  V..  and  came  near 
being  defrauded  out  of  it  through  forgery. 

'The   joiiine\'  Westward  was  made  by  boat  from 
New  York  to  .Micliii;aii    and   then   Charles    Conrad 
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eanie  on  foot  from  Detroit  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  took  up  eiohtv  acres  of  Government  land 
on  section  23.  when  there  were  only  two  or  three 
families  within  many  miles.  The  Indian  trail 
passed  his  house  and  tlie  red  man  «as  his  frequent 
caller.  The  family  was  often  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  Indians,  Inil  no  molestation  occurrod. 
The  father  liuill  a  log  house  and  cleared  up  his 
farm,  dying  at  llic  age  t>f  seventy-six  years,  lie 
was  a  memhei-  <>i  the  (German  Lutheran  Churcli 
and  a  Whig  in  ])olitics,  and  his  good  wife,  whose 
name  was  Catheiiiu'  Xorrice.  was  among  the  first 
mezniiers  of  the  chun-h  hcic.  She  died  when  about 
sixty  years  (lid.  h:i\ini:  r'earcd  foui'  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

( )ur  sulijecl  (•ro^se(l  the  oci'.'in  when  lie  was  ten 
years  ohl  and  well  rememliers  the  journey.  His 
edneatioii  was  carried  on  both  in  (iermany  and  in 
tills  comUry.  liu(  it  was  cut  sliort  by  the  necessities 
of  the  family  as  the  boys  had  to  leave  school  to 
earn  the  money  necessary  for  their  comfort.  For 
ten  years  he  was  in  tlieemijloy  of  Benjamin  Wood- 
ruff and  began  with  the  monthly  stiiiend  of  14. 
He  began  for  liiraself  at  the  age  of  thirty' years.  In 
1852  Jacob  Conrad  went  to  California  liy  water 
and  was  there  for  three  years,  and  in  the  .San  Jose 
Valley  received  $3  per  day  for  sowing  wheat  and 
also  worked  at  one  time  in  the  Red  Woods.  He 
was  economical  and  frugal  and  accumulated  some 
money  which  gave  him  his  first  financial  start. 

After  his  return  to  Michigan  in  18o6  Jacob  Con- 
rad was  united  in  marriage  with  ElizabetJi  Dorr, 
who  was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters — Louis, 
Henry,  Caroline,  Maria  and  Gustie.  The  farm  upon 
which  our  subject  now  resides  he  obtained  by  pur- 
chasing the  tax  title;  he  now  has  four  hundred 
acres  upon  which  he  is  carrying  on  mixed  farming, 
making  wheat  his  principal  crop  and  paying  con- 
siderable attention  to  stock. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  is  the  religious 
body  with  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  are  con- 
nected, and  they  were  generous  helpers  in  the 
project  of  erecting  a  house  of  worship,  donating 
$110  to  this  sacred  purpose.  Having  been  a  Whig 
Mr.  Conrad  naturally  became  a  Republican  and  is 
now  considered  one  of  the   most  radical  of  that 


party.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings and  ascribes  his  prosperity  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  ever  determined  to  stick  to  what  he 
undertakes  until  he  makes  it  a  success. 


>ihi,i..,t|  1,1    ,  ii 
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'(  iS'l)Kl^\\'   .MoVKR.  a  promiiient  pioneer  of 
section     30,     Locke    Townshij).     Ingliani 
County,  was  liorn.  July  18,  184.").   in   Oiit- 
f^^  alio.  Canada.    His  father.  Anthony  .Moyer. 

was  :i  native  of  Gei'many  and  the  motlier,  Kll/.a- 
Ix'tli  (I'rice)  .Moyer.  was  liorn  in  the  lieautiful  Mo- 
liawk  N'alley  in  New  York.  ( )nr  subject  came  with 
lii>  p.-ircnts  to  Ingham  County.  Midi.,  w  hen  he  was 
a  l.-id  of  iliiiteen  years  and  here  the  family  located 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  'Sir.  Mover.  In  this 
home  in  the  unbroken  forest  his  parents  traineil 
for  future  u.sefulne.ss  four  children,  two  only  of 
whom  are  now  surviving,  his  sister  being  Lucy 
now  .Mrs.  Mayberry,  living  in  Canada.  There  Is 
also  a  half  sister  now  Mrs.  ^Mary  A.  .Stoton. 

In  the  woods  of  Ingham  County,  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood  taking  such  education  as  lie 
could  obtain  in  the  district  schools.  After  he  was 
eleven  years  old  he  found  it  necessary  to  devote 
himself  tc)  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  consequently 
had  no  further  schooling.  His  first  marriage 
which  occurred  in  1878  brought  to  his  home  a 
bride  in  the  person  of  Stella  Barber,  who  bore  him 
two  children,  one  of  whom  has  passed  to  the  other 
w'orld  and  the  daughter  Lizzie  is  still  living. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Stella  Moyer,  Mr.  Moyer 
was  married,  in  September,  1886,  to  his  present 
wife  whose  maiden  name  was  Dora  Klunzinger. 
Mrs.  Mover  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Lena  Klunz- 
inger of  Ingham  County.  Two  daughters  have 
blessed  this  happy  union.  Bertha  L.  and  Jessie  A. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  good  land 
form  the  liome  farm  which  this  successful  farmer 
has  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  His  polit- 
ical views  ally  him  with  the  Republican  party,  Init 
his  father  was  a  Democrat  in  his  convictions,  and 
was  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 
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The  homestead  of  Mr.  Moyer  is  universally  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  coniinunity 
and  we  are  pleased  to  invite  the  reader's  attention 
to  a  view  of  tiie  place  presented  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 


=^> 
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"if/AMKS  II.  WILSON.  This  representative 
citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingham  County- 
is  a  AVolverine  by  birth,  his  nativity  hav- 
^f)  ing  been  in  Kalamazoo  County  on  the  ninth 
day  of  March,  1841.  He  is  a  son  of  George  L.  and 
Rhoda  (Hazleton)  Wilson,  his  father  being  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  his  mother  having  been  born  in 
the  Empire  State.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
Scotch  stock  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  English 
lineage.  His  great-grandfather,  Wilson,  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  pioneers  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  with  them  came  this  son 
then  nineteen  years  old.  They  settled  in  tlic 
woods  in  LeRoy  Township  and  upon  the  farm  and 
in  the  district  schools  James  H.  Wilson  completed 
his  training  for  life.  He  enlisted  January  1,  1862 
in  Compan}'  D,  Fourteenth  Michigan  Infantry, 
which  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumlierland. 
Young  Wilson  served  under  Gen.  Pope  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  campaigns  of  Farmington  and 
Corinth  and  the  siege  of  Nashville.  His  brigade 
was  then  transferred  to  Sherman's  command  and 
he  became  one  of  the  brave  marchers  to  the  sea. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  siege 
of  Savannah  and  the  battle  of  Bentonville.  The 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Kenesaw  Mountain 
and  Stone  River  and  some  thirty  odd  engagements 
were  embraced  in  his  experiences,  besides  various 
skirmishes.  He  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Joe 
Johnston  and  finally  participated  in  the(irand  Re- 
view at  Washington  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  July  18,  1865.  He  received  four  gun- 
shot wounds  and  has  a  one  ounce  ball  still  located 
in  his  left  shoulder,  which  he  received  at  the  siege 
of  Atlanta.    As  a  partial  compensation  for  services 


rendered  the  Government  he  is  granted  a  pension 

of  $14  per  month. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  devoted  adherent  of  the  Grand 
Array  of  the  Republic,  is  now  olHciating  as  the 
officer  of  the  day,  and  has  served  as  Assistant  In- 
spector General  for  the  Michigan  Posts.  His  mar- 
riage with  Delina  Brown  took  place  in  July,  1865. 
This  lady  is  a  native  of  Michigan  and  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Julia  Brown.  Her  father  has 
passed  from  earth  and  her  mother  now  resides  in 
the  State  of  Washington.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  daughters, 
Estella,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Stone,  and  Nellie, 
who  is  at  home. 

It  was  in  1868  that  Mr.  AVilson  established  him- 
self upon  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
served  as  School  Assessor  for  nine  successive  3'ears 
and  is  still  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  His 
politicial  views  bring  him  into  affiliation  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  his  breadth  of  view  makes 
him  an  earnest  helper  in  every  effort  to  improve 
the  statutes  of  the  couiity,  no  matter  by  what  party 
the  movement  is  pushed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Williamstown  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  In  his 
military  service  he  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
regularly  promoted  through  the  grades  of  Cor- 
poral and  Sergeant,  and  in  the  course  of  two  jears 
to  that  of  Lieutenant.  His  record  both  military 
and  civil  is  an  lionorable  one  and  we  are  gratified 
to  present  his  biography  in  this  Ar.BiM,  and  also  a 
view  of  his  fine  estate,  which  is  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved in  the  community. 


V 


ANIEL  C.  HURD.  Education  may  do 
much  for  a  man.  liut  it  is  an  old  saying 
that  wit  and  gumption  are  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  making  a  man.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  not  lacking  in  these  qualities, 
and  by  virtue  of  these  he  has  made  his  way  in  the 
world  and  attained  to  his  present  ]n'ominent  and 
enviable  position.     He  is  truly  the  architect  of  his 
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own  fortunes,  and  is  a  i*elf-made  man  both  in  edu- 

cMtiiiii  and  ill  liiiMiicial  staiidhit;.  Beoiniiint;  at  tlif 
fool  of  lln'  hiddei-  lie  i.>  now  the  mo.'-l  |)i'oiiiiiK'iil, 
popular  and  en tfrprisiiiy  man  in  Noi'th  l^ansiiii;'. 
He  i^  the  piojiiifloi' (»f  llirt'c  nu'ivaiilili'  houses  and 
sells  dry-iJ-oods,  hoots,  shoes  and  clothing.  He  is 
also  the  \ice-Presideiit  and  Direetor  of  the  North 
Laii.-iinu  .Millini;  ( Oinpany. 

The  orii;iiial  of  this  sketch  was  liorn  In  C  linton 
County.  DeWitt  Township.  January  22.  1847.  His 
father  was  Daniel  Ilurd  and  is  a  native  of  Rut- 
land. \'l.  His  ))aternal  li'iandfather  was  also  a  \'er- 
iiioiil  man  and  of  some  prominence  in  his  nati\e 
place.  ( )ur  suliject's  father  washy  callinji  a  farmer. 
He  located  at  an  earl\  day  in  New  York  State,  in 
Castile.  \V\omini;  County,  and  about  l!S4;)-t(i.  lie 
came  to  Micliiaiin  and  settled  in  DeW'ill.  |iuicha>- 
iiia  a  new  farm.  He  at  once  bent  his  eneiyies 
toward  impKJvins):  this  tract  and  liecame  a  success- 
ful fainier.  He  was  a  man  of  iiati\e  aliilit\.  in- 
telligence and  excellent  judgment  and  held  vari^ius 
positions  in  the  township  wheie  he  lived.  He  was 
.lusticeof  the  Peace  and  Supervisor  and  was  greatly 
ii'spected  by  his  l{e|iublican  constituents,  being  one 
of  the  most  ar(h'nt  su)i|)orters  of  that  party  in  his 
locality.  His  decease  occurred  in  l.S7().  Oui- sub- 
jeet'.s  mother  was  before  her  mairiagc  .Miss  Kliza 
Cone.  She  was  a  native  of  Rutland  County.  \t. 
Her  decease  took  place  in  DeWitt.  September  .'5(1. 
IfC.IO.  .She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  six 
of   wlioni  lived  to  lie  grown. 

Oursulijecl  was  the  seventh  child  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  reared  in  DeWitt  County,  this  .State, 
and  received  what  educatHui  he  enjoys  at  the  dis- 
trict school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  'I'he  first 
school  that  he  attended  was  built  of  logs  and  was 
!is  crude  as  an  institution  of  learning  could  well 
lie.  He  received  his  education  m  three  different 
schooliiouses.  with  not  a  great  degree  of  difference 
between  them  as  far  as  external  features  and  edu- 
cational advantages  were  concerned.  But  as  a  boy 
he  had  as  much  fun  as  anyone  of  the  present  day 
could  desire.  Deei-  were  iilentiful  and  it  was  his 
especial  deliglit  to  lun  the  Beet-limbed  ereature.s 
down.  The  Chippewa  tribe  of  Indians  were  still  in 
that  locality  and  he  had  an  acquaintance  with 
iiianv  of  the  voung  braves  of    the  trilie  and    from 


them  he  learned  not  a  few  of  the  secrets  of  wood- 
craft. 

In  IM6.")  Mr.  Hurd  came  to  Lansing  and  began 
attending  the  city  school  and  two  years  later  began 
clerking  in  the  dr\ -goods  store  of  Rob.son  in  North 
Lansing.  For  seven  and  a  half  years  he  remained 
with  this  house  as  clerk.  He  then  attended  High 
.School  at  Xorth  Lansing  for  two  years,  gaining 
much  that  was  of  value  to  him.  In  1875  he  began 
business  for  himself.  He  had  no  resouices.  what- 
e\er,  but  his  credit  wa.--  good  anil  he  was  sanguine 
of  success.  He  bought  a  slock  of  notions  and  from 
this  small  beginning  his  present  large  and  iiaying 
business  has  developed,  lie  is  liy  far  the  largest 
merchant  in  the  city  and  also  one  of  the  oldest. 
He  occupies  thiee  stores  which  are  well  filled  on 
tlieii-  live  Hoors  with  the  choicest  and  best-selected 
stock  of  goods. 

Mr.  Hurd  is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  North 
Ltinsing  Milling  Company,  which  now  has  two 
mills  111  operation.  Tlu'y  arc  constantly  running 
and  llnd  it  ditlicult  tosup|jly  the  demand  for  their 
products.  Our  subject  owns  Iwo  farms  in  DeWitt 
and  some  valuable  real  estate  in  this  city.  His 
success  ill  busines.-  has  lieen  attained  by  tlie  closest 
application  to  his  affairs. 

The  original  of  our  skt'tch  was  married  in  the 
city  of  Lansing  in  I87.'i.  his  bride  being  Miss 
.Vugusta  L.  Ingersoll.  She  was  boin  in  Watertown. 
Clinton  County,  this  .Slate,  and  died  September  28. 
I!S8I.  This  marriage  was  blest  liy  the  advent  of 
one  child,  a  daughter,  who  is  named  liessie  II. 
Our  subject  was  a  second  lime  united  in  marriage, 
his  wedding  being  solemnized  .Vpril  SI.  188;").  This 
choice  was  Miss  Clara  lioosinger.  She  was  a  nati\e 
of  Ohio  and  died  in  this  city  March  24,  18!)!.  She 
also  left  one  child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Clara.  He  of  whom  wc  write  has  been  accorded 
several  municipal  otlice^.  He  has  been  .Vlderman 
of  tlie  Fourth  M'ard  one  term,  beginning  in  188(1 
and  also  Su|iervisor  for  one  year. 

Socially  our  siihjecl  is  a  memlier  of  the  lude- 
jiendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  also  allied 
himself  to  several  societies.  He  is  a  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted iMason,  having  attained  to  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  had  held  official 
positions  in  most  of  these.     He  is  an    adherent   of 
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the  Republican  party  and  has  been  a  frequent  dele- 
gate to  both  county  and  State  conventions.  As  a 
business  man  his  constant  and  unwavering  energy 
is  without  parallel  in  this  city.  His  motto  has  ever 
been  "the  best  is  always  the  cheapest,"  and  his 
stock  of  goods,  which  is  so  carefully  selected,  is 
suited  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons  and  at  the  same 
time  encourages  tlicni  to  invest  in  tlie  liest  class  anil 
(|uality. 


S^****^ 


a®*****' 


il  I>;'1LL1AM  MERCER.  .Some  of  the  most  in- 
\/\j//  telligent  and  honored  families  of  Living- 
)^\f/  ston  County,  had  their  parentage  or  im- 
mediate ancestry  among  the  sturdy  middle  classes 
of  the  British  people,  and  inherit  traits  of  char- 
acter which  have  V)een  of  great  value,  not  only  to 
themselves  and  families,  but  also  to  the  eoiimu- 
nity  among  whom  they  have  made  their  homes. 
There  has  never  come  to  this  land  of  ours  from 
foreign  climes  a  more  reliable  and  solid  class 
of  emigrants  than  was  sent  to  us  1\\'  our  mother 
country — P^ngland — for  they  have  brought  those 
noble  Anglo  Saxon  traits  which  have  helped  to 
build  up  and  develop  the  country  of  which  we  are 
so  justly  iH'oud. 

Our  subject,  who  has  a  beautiful  farm  on  sec- 
tion 10,  Ilambui'g  Township,  Livingston  County, 
has  also  an  elevator  and  handles  grain  and  beans, 
being  one  of  the  "solid  men"  of  Hamburg  Town- 
ship. His  father,  Maj.  George  Mercer,  was  also  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  and  had  his  birth  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  in  1795.  He  was  a. son  of  William 
Mercer,  Sr.,  a  cloth  merchant,  who  had  wealth  and 
gave  to  each  of  his  four  sons  and  one  daughter  a 
liberal  education.  George  was  a  coUege-lired  man 
and  after  completing  his  schooling  remained  with 
his  father  until  1820,  when  he  came  to  America 
and  made  his  home  in  New  York  City,  embarking 
in  the  business  of  an  importer  and  jobber  in  cloth, 
but,  unfortunately,  he  was  not  successful  in  this 
endeavor  and  in  1833  he  decided  to  go  upon  a 
farm  in  JMonroe  County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Ham- 
burg Townsliip,  Ijivingston  County,  in    1836   and 


;    purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 

1  9,  lived  there  about  five  years.  He  then  sold  out 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  16,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1873. 

Pioneer  life  did  not  set  easily  upon  this  city- 
bred  man,  but  he  struggled  bravely  against  his  dif- 
ficulties and  encountered  hardships  with  a  noble 
spirit.  Not  being  successful  in  farming  he  took  a 
position  as  book-keeper  in  the  drug  and  dry-goods 
house  of  W.  S.  ;Maynard,  of  Ann  jV^rlior,  where  he 
remained  for  fifteen  years,  although  he  retained 
his  property  in  Hamliurg  Township  and  increased 
it  to  four  hundred  acres.  He  was  married  October 
26,  1831,  to  Marj-,  daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Mary 
Williamson,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Williamson 
was  a  merchant  who  came  to  Brooklyn  in  1825, 
and  remained  there  only  two    years,    his  death  oc- 

i   curring  in  ^lay,  1827. 

Maj.  Mercer  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  a  man  whose  true  Christian  char.acter 
and  integrity  were  universally  esteemed.  Both 
he  and  his  excellent  wife  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  His  political  views  led  him  to 
embrace  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
he  filled  the  responsible  offices  of  .Justice,  Clerk  and 
Supervisor,  and  many  other  positions  of  trust  were 
occupied  by  him  with  credit.  He  died  in  1863, 
and  his  widow  followed  him  to  the  other  world  in 
1888,  and  all  that   remains    of   them  in  this  world 

I  lies  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Hamburg. 
They  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  The  eldest  son  is  in  Oregon  and  the 
others  in  this  county. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1834,  and  therefore  was  a  little  child  of  two  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He 
attended  a  common  school  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1862,  at  which  time  the  farm  was  di- 
vided among  the  children  and  his  share  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  16.  He  went 
there  to  live  and  in  1867,  purchased  an  additional 
tract  of  eighty  acres  on  the  same  section.  His 
happy  marriage  which  took  place  in  1862,  brought 
him  as  a  wife  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  Van  Home,  who  were  from  New  Jersey,  and 
were  the  parents  of  two   sons    and  two  daughters, 
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nil  of  whom  aio  livin"  in  Hamburgh  Township. 
Mrs.  Mercer,  \v;is  liorii  in  l.s.HH.  and  is  now  the 
mother  of  seven  ehildren. 

(ieory-e  E.  Mereer,  the  eldest  son  of  our  siilijeet. 
was  oraduated  at  tlie  Normal  Seliool  at  N'alparaiso. 
Ind.,  in  1«K4,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Howell, 
Livino'ston  County.  Edwin,  the  next  .son.  re- 
ceived Ills  early  ediii'atifin  in  Howell,  and  was  ft)r 
tW(j  years  a  student  of  the  liii  versify  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor and  is  now  in  l)usiness  at  .South  Hend,  Tnd.: 
Chailes.  who  attended  the  University  of  ^lichiuaii 
and  was  graduated  from  tlie  South  Bend  Connner- 
cial  College,  is  railroad  agent  at  Pettysville,  foi- 
the  Toledo.  Ann  .Vrlior  A-  Xoithein  Michigan 
Railroad.  William  '\V.,  who  is  still  at  home  and 
has  been  thoroughly  grounding  himself  in  his  ele- 
mentars  education,  is  soon  to  take  a  course  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  the  three  lemaining  children  are  IClla. 
Eugene  and  Erank.  The  political  views  of  our 
subject  lia\e  led  him  to  affiliate  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  he  is  a  man  who  picfers  the  quiet 
avocations  of  home  and  business  life  to  the  excite- 
ment and  nncei-tainties  of  the  iKilitical  arena. 


iE()R(;E  E.AVALKEH.  This  gentleman  and 
his  good  wife,  who  are  highly  respected 
members  of  society,  have  many  warm  friends 
in  Locke  Township.  Ingham  County,  antl  .Mr. 
Walkei's  reputation  for  proliity  and  honor  is  un- 
doubted l)y  all  who  know  him.  It  is  therefore  with 
sincere  pleasure  that  the  biogiaphei- jiresents  to  the 
readers  of  the  Ami  m  a  sketch  of  this  resident  of 
section  2(1.  who  was  born  May  \i.  1H24.  in  lierk- 
shire  County.  .Mass. 

The  paternal  grandfafhei-  of  oiu-  subject  fought 
for  his  countiv  in  the  War  of  1812;  he  had  a  son 
Ceorge  who  married  Hebecca  Bliss,  of  Mass.-ichu- 
.setts,  and  they  liecame  the  parents  of  our  subject 
In  1H3;J  (ieorge  E.  Walker  emigrated  with  his  fa- 
ther and  mother  to  the  Territoiv  of  .Michigan  and 
they  made  then'  first  home  in  the  wooils  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  where  the  father  bought  land  from 
the  (Jovernmenl.      In   187(j  the  father  passed  from 


earth  and  the  mother  died  three  years  later.  They 
were  born,  the  father  in  17i>x  and  the  mother  in 
1802.  The  brother  and  sister  of  our  suliject  are 
Erancis  D.  and  Ethel  M.  Their  paternal  ancestry 
is  English,  and  on  the  mother's  side  they  are  also 
descended  from  Biitish  stock.  The  coming  of  the 
\\'alker  family  to  this  country  was  by  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  widowed  mothei-  with  two  sons  who  came 
with  the  Plymouth  Colony  aiul  settled  in  Ma.ssa- 
chusetts,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  fiom  these  sons. 

Washtenaw  Comity  was  the  scene  of  the  early 
liioneer  life  of  this  young  man  and  the  earl\ 
schciols  of  that  section  jirovided  his  education,  but 
the  limited  curriculum  of  those  schools  has  lieeii 
laitrely  supiilemcnted  by  a  thorough  and  persi.steiil 
course  of  reading  which  he  has  carried  on  through 
life.  On  the  8tli  of  February.  1855,  he  took  to  wife 
Eliza  Caijienter,  who  Mas  born  Octolier  23,  1827, 
in  .Steuben  Count \.  X.  \.  Ilcr  p;uciits  were  Gar- 
ner and  Elizabeth  ((Talloway)  Carjienter,  of  New 
.lerscy  and  Connecticut  respectively.  In  I8;]4  Mrs. 
Walker  had  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  Living- 
sttni  County,  and  in  those  days  wohes  were  all  about 
the  home  and  would  even  look  in  at  the  windows, 
while  Indians  came  often  to  the  door.  Mrs. Walker 
litis  two  brothers  and  a  sister  living — Alexander. 
Eastman  and  Susan  (Mrs.  David  Roberts).  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  original  pioneers  of  that 
county  .-iiid  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  (ienoa 
'I'ownsliip.  Till  fathei'  died  in  1HI7  and  the  mother 
survived  him  for  thirt\  years,  and  in  Iheir  death 
Livingston  County  lost  a  highly  I'espected  pioneer 
family.      They  were  both  of  English  descent. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Walker  have  been  born  se\en 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living — Dwighl. 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Charles  Wightinan).  Frank.  (Jeiige  L.. 
Wealtliv.  Alma  (Mrs.  \Villi;im  \'oorhie.-).  Mr. 
Walker  was  drafted  into  the  ainiy  September  21. 
I8I>4.  ;ind  joined  Ctmipany  (  .  Fifteenth  Michigan 
Infantry,  which  became  a  part  of  the  Fifteenth 
.Vrm\' Corps  under  Sherman's  command.  Our  sub- 
ject ))articipated  in  numerous  skirmishes,  princi- 
pally in  North  Carolina. and  recei\-c<l  liis  honorable 
discharge  May  29,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Ingham  County  and  has  since  made  it  his  perma- 
nent home. 
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Me  of  whiiiii  we  wiito  had  settled  iipdu  the  farm 
which  he  imw  ()eeui)ie8  in  the  sprinsi  <>f  l^tlili  and 
here  in  the  unbroken  forest  he  experienced  tiie 
usual  hardships  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  He 
now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  in  the  accum- 
ulation of  this  propert\  he  has  heen  ably  assisted 
liv  his  wife  and  liel|)mate  who.  with  him.  is  most 
hisihly  resjiectcd  in  the  social  and  reliiiious  circles 
of  Locke  Township,  beinsj  members  of  the  Baptist 
Chiu'ch  where  Mr.  Walkei'  serves  as  Deacon  and 
Trustee.  He  is  a  man  who  is  an  intolliijent  ob- 
server of  public  affairs,  and  his  political  e<mvic- 
tions  brinsf  him  into  active  fellowship  with  the 
iiieinbci-s  of  the  Ke|)ulilican    i)art\'. 


^1  OBERT  MU-SSON.  The  quiet  annals  of  the 
ives  of  our  farming  i)eople  do  not  read 
ike  an  exciting  story  of  adventure.  Init 
^'^' they  form  a  more  substantial  foundation 
for  a  belief  in  the  present  well-beingaiid  the  future 
prosperit\  of  our  nation.  We  are  always  pleased 
to  give  the  details  of  an  industrious,  honorable 
life  which  has  made  the  quiet  virtues  of  indu.stry 
;uid  perseverance  shine  forth  more  brightly  than 
before.  Such  a  life  is  th.at  of  the  one  whose  uame 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  paragra|)h. 

Holiert  Musson.  whosefine  farm  of  one  hundre<l 
and  forty  acres  is  .situated  on  section  23,  Howell 
Township.  Livingston  County,  is  a  nati\e  of  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  where  he  was  born  in  IS.il. 
His  mother  bore  in  her  maidenhood  the  name  of 
Elizabeth  Winter,  and  his  father,  .lohn  Musson. 
was  a  lioot  and  shoe  maker  and  followed  that  trade 
through  life.  ( )f  their  eleven  children  the  follow- 
ing are  now  living, namely :  Thomas.  (Jeorge,  Eliza. 
Robert.  \MlliMin  Henry.  Sarah  (Mrs.  Sleaford).and 
.loseph. 

Previous  to  hi.*  corning  to  Ameiica  in  IM.")7  our 
subject  had  received  his  education  in  his  native 
land  and  lieing  now  a  man  of  mature  years  he 
came  to  Howell  Township  and  purchased  his  farm 
in  1863.  He  has  upon  it  a  commodious  and  attiac- 
tive.  farmhouse  and  other   fine   farm    buildings,  he- 


sides  the  improvements  which  one  always  delights 
to  >ee  uiion  a  well-cultivated  faiin.  lis  has  an  Eng- 
lishman's true  kive  for  a  line  animal  and  takes 
pleasure  in  raising  .lersey  stock  besides  other  grades 
of  cattle  and  a  line  grade  of  horses. 

The  hajHM'  marriage  of  Mr.  Musson.  which  took 
place  in  1H,")2,  brouaht  to  liis  home  and  hearthstone 
a  true  and  affectionate  hel|nnate  in  the  person  of 
Mary  A.  Thompson,  a  fellow-countrywoman  of  his 
and  a  daughter  of  .Moses  .'iiul  Elizabeth  (Eolley) 
Thompson.  ,Mr.  Thompson  was,  like  the  elder  .Mr. 
Musson.  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  and  passed  his 
whole  life  in  his  native  l;ind.  lie  and  his good  wife 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely:  .Mrs.  Mus- 
son. .Mrs.  Howelt.  Moses.  Koiie.  Sarah  (.Mrs.  Sccvtt). 
.Susan  (Mis.  Walton). 

The  children  who  gatheicd  .about  the  fireside  of 
our  subject  were  six  in  number,  namely:  .Mi-s.  W. 
Whipple  wIkj  has  two  sous — Robert  and  Eben ; 
Mrs.  Oeorge  Crocker  who  has  four  cliildren  —  Willie. 
Minnie,  Burt,  and  an  infaiil  unn.amed;  Frank  is 
^Irs.  .billies  Bruwer;  (ieorgc  li.  and  .Maud. 

This  active,  intelligent  f.armer  takes  a  lively  in- 
terest in  every  matter  whic'li  concerns  the  welfare 
of  the  county  and  is  ever  willing  lo  jiid  with  his 
intlnence  and  sei'vices  t(>  pi'omote  any  movement 
which  is  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  coinmunits . 
His  |iolitical  views  bring  him  into  alliance  with  the 
Democratic  jiarty.  and  his  religious  views  have 
made  him  a  .Methodist,  and  not  only  he  luit  his 
wife  .and  children  aie  members  of  the  Methodist 
Epi.scopal  Church  and  eai-nest  workers  in  all  church 
work.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  all  his  life  and 
has  done  heroii-  pioneer  work  in  cleai'ing  up  and 
culti\'atin!i-  his  tine  farm. 


--s; 


E>^^<m^- 


'I  MASA   D.    KXEELANJ).      It  is  a  pleasure 
to  .see  a  hard  working,  industrious  and  en- 
'/(   '^    teri)rising  man  re.ach  the   point  where   lie 
^'  can  lay  aside  the  anxieties  of  life,  and  the 

arduous  details  of  a  famner's  career,  and  spend  his 
later  years  in  quiet  and  ((mifort.  The  city  of  How- 
ell contains  a  number  of   these    worth\-  oentlemeii. 
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and  among  them  there  is  none  more  highly  valued 
in  agricultural  and  social  circles  than  the  one  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Kneeland  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  is  directly  descended  from  War- 
ren and  Fannie  (Hyde)  Kneeland,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  In  early  life, 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  clothier,  but  after 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  he  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Oakland  County  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture. It  was  in  1840  that  he  removed  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Howell  Township,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  carry  on  farming  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1848.  His  bereaved  widow  survived  him 
for  many  years,  and  it  was  not  until  1876  that  she 
parsed  from  earth.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  iu  religion  a  Presl)yterian. 

The  paternal  grandpai-cnts  of  our  subject  were 
.John  and  Sarah  (Benson)  Kneeland,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  Empire  State.  .John  Knee- 
lan<l  pursued  agriculture  throughout  life  and 
brought  up  his  large  family  of  twelve  children  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  also  ended  liis 
days.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  for  some  years, 
came  to  Michigan  and  was  living  in  Howell,  wlien 
her  life  ended  in  1841.  Her  husband,  like  his  son. 
was  attached  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
traced  his  lineage  to  Irish  stock.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  Mr.  Kneeland  were  Moses  and 
Sarah  (Dana)  Hyde,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  New  York,  where  they  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days 
and  reared  a  family  of  four  children.  Mr.  Hyde 
had  besn  one  of  the  soldiers  iu  Washington's  army 
in  wliich  he  held  the  office  of  Adjiit.ant.  His  wife's 
father  was  of  French  descent,  and  was  one  of  those 
unfortunates  who  were  killed  at  the.  massacre  of 
Wyoming. 

He  of  whom  we  write  w.as  one  of  seven  children 
in  the  parental  home,  namely:  Sarah,  DeWitt  C. 
(deceased),  A.  Dana,  Minerva,  Harriet,  Lewis  B. 
and  Clara.  With  his  brother  DeWilt,  our  subject 
bought  out  the  rights  of  the  others  to  the  estate  of 
his  father,  and  proceeded  to  carry  on  the  farm, 
living  on  it  together  until  about  the  year  1875, 
when  they  retired  from  active  life,  coming  to  the 
city  of  Howell  and  buying  four  lots  on  State  Street 


where  they  built  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
in  the  town.  The  old  homestead  contains  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land,  part  of  it  in  Howell 
Township,  and  part  in  Oceola  Township,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  improved  estates  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  being  well  stocked  with  cattle  and  sheep. 

DeWitt  C.  Kneeland  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Augusta  Walker,  and  the^-  had  one  daughter  Maude, 
who  is  an  artist  of  considerable  merit.  While  upon 
the  farm,  one  day,  this  gentleman  went  into  the 
loft  of  his  barn,  where  a  board  broke  and  let  him 
fall  through  to  the  floor  below,  and  he  lived  only 
twelve  hours.  This  was  in  1876,  and  his  wife  died 
in  1889.  Since  her  parents'  death  Miss  Maude 
looks  after  the  household  affairs  of  her  uncle,  who 
is  a  single  man.  The  two  brothers  were  owners  to- 
gether of  all  their  possessions.  Our  subject  helped 
to  organize  the  First  State  and  Savings  Bank  of 
Howell,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  therein.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  .affiliations,  and  a  public- 
spirited  man,  and  at  the  time  that  the  railroad 
came  through  Howell,  he  was  liberal  in  giving  to- 
ward securing  its  adv.antages  for  his  town. 


UINCY  A.SMITH,  LL.  B.,  was  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  for  Ingham  C'ounty,  from 
(^^j  January  1.  1885,  to  June  30,  1891,  at  which 
time  he  resigned.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  in 
1884  and  re-elected  in  1888.  His  law  office  in 
Lansing  was  established  in  1887.  Judge  Smith  was 
born  at  Dover,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  October  5, 
1844.  He  is  a  son  of  Elijah  T.  and  Caroline  (Fisher) 
Smith.  Socially,  as  well  as  legally,  our  subject  is  a 
potent  factor  in  whatever  circle  he  may  be  with. 
A  man  of  fine  intellect,  keen  perceptions  and  a 
facile  power  in  expressing  himself  he  seems  partic- 
ularly adapted  to  legal  work. 

Our  suliject  was  reared  in  a  small  town  a  short 
distance  from  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There  he  remained 
until  eight  years  of  age  when  with  his  parents  he 
removed  to  the  southern  part  of  Shiawassee  County, 
this   State.     The  family  located   literally  in   the 
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woods,  where  the  fatlier  purchased  a  farm.  They 
made  tlie  effort  to  draw  about  them  a-*  aood  a  class 
of  neighbors  as  possible,  and  a^  the  work  of  clear- 
ing' the  farm  iirotfressed  advantasi'e-  liecame  more 
attainable  in  the  district.  A  school  wa-*  Iniilt  and 
equip|)ed.  crudely  eiiouuli  it  i>  true,  with  the  para- 
phrenalia  required  by  tlie  student.  However,  few 
of  the  pupils  attended  tlic  district  school  longer 
than  during-  the  winter  uiouths.  when  they  werenot 
required  by  the  necessary  farm  work  to  be  at  home, 
.ludge  Smith  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-two  yearsold  and  then  removed 
to  Owossn  whei-e  lie  iiad  the  benefit  of  the  jjuliiic 
.■.chooi>.  He  hud  previously  attendeil  the  High 
School  al  Corunna.  .\fter  coming  to  ()w()sso  he 
taught  in  the  winter.attending  the  school  as  time  al- 
lowed nntil  he  was  twenty-six  years  old.  He  then 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon.  W.  .M.  Kilpatrick 
of  Owosso  and  after  reading  in  \t\>  oftii'c  for  two 
years  entered  the  law  department  in  tlic  I'niver- 
sity  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  lie  was  graduated 
in  March.  Im71.  and  located  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Saginaw  City,  where  he  opened  an 
offlce  with  William  H.  .Sweet  and  there  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  befoi'c  tlie  bench  and  bar.  In 
the  s])ring  of  1H72  lie  went  to  ^Vichita.  Kan.,  and 
remained  nntil  the  fall  of  IH71.  While  there  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  whole  block  east  of  the 
Santa  Fe  station,  but  .sold  his  property  before  the 
boom  and  thus  did  not  make  as  handsomely  as  did 
many  others. 

On  returning  to  .Michigan  from  his  Westeru 
experience  he  settled  in  Williamston.  this  county, 
and  soon  after.  September  1.").  \x7i.  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Roger?.  .She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Harris  1).  and  Charlotte  K.  Rogers.  He  re- 
mained in  Williamston.  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  until  1H84.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
several  times  elected  to  otlices  in  the  gift  of  the 
township.  He  was  Township  Clerk  and  President 
of  the  village.  In  1878  he  was  nominated  as  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  came  within  twenty-three  \'oti'>  of  licintr 
elected. 

In  188.T  our  suhject  removed  to  thf  town  of 
Mason  and  vvas  there  a  very  successful  and  leading 
practitioner.    He  carried  nn  the  practice  of  his  pro- 


fession  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  Probate 
.ludge  and  in  December,  1887.  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Lansing,  making  his  famil\'  a  home  in  the 
hou.-e  wliicli  lu  had  previously  Iniilt.  \X  that  time 
he  had  no  intention  of  accepting  the  renomination 
of  Probate  .ludge.  Iiut  being  the  popidai'  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party  if  did  not  seem  wise  to 
decline  the  honor  which  wa>  tliru-t  upon  him  and 
he  was  again  re-elected. 

.ludge  Smith  i»a  member  of  the  .Masonic  fratern- 
ity. He  also  belongs  to  tin*  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  hold>  m  pi-oininent  position  in 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. The  d(miestic  life  of  our  subject  is  as  pleasant 
.IS  |)ossible,  nor  could  it  well  be  otherwise,  for  his 
amiable  and  cultured  wife  presides  with  charming 
dignity  over  his  elegant  home.  She  is  interested 
in  all  that  interests  him.  They  have  two  daugh- 
tei's  just  budding  intu  w(im:inli(><id.  n.-nni'd  Lottie 
J-.  and  Lena    R. 

.Vs  a  lawyer  .\lr.  Smith  i>  engaged  in  a  getieral 
practice  and  has  participated  in  many  important 
cases  in  the  .Supreme  Court  which  \k\\v  shed  luster 
on  the  jurisprudence  of  the  State.  He  i>  a  careful, 
painstaking  lawyer  and  is  recognized  as  an  able 
pleadci'  and  elocpient  advocate. 


HKD  .1.  COOK.  Our  subject  is  the  repre- 
sentative and  leading  member  f>f  the  firm 
of  Fred  .1.  Cook  ct  Co.,  dealers  in  hardware, 
stoves,  implement?,  lumber,  lath  and  shinoles.  and 
although  lie  is  very  young,  has  alieady  Hiinly  es- 
tablished himself  in  a  good  and  lucrative  business 
in  the  city  of  Fowlerville.  The  energy  and  enter- 
|)rise  that  has  jiushed  Mr.  C  ook  to  the  fore  at  so 
early  an  age  is  sure  to  accomplish  for  him  good 
things  in  the  future.  So  fertile  a  mind,  sec- 
onded l)v  so  good  a  judgment,  cannot  fail  to  be 
made  of  u.se  in  the  service  of  State  and  <-onntrvas 
well  as  in   the  accumulation  of  riches. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Wolverine  .State, 
having  first  opened  his  eyes  at  Byron.  Shia- 
wassee   County.  .Tune    II.  1868.     He    is    a    son   of 
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Jared  and  Sarah  M.  (Drake)  Cook,  natives  of  New 
York  and  IVIichigan  respectively.  Our  subject's 
fatlier  was  formerly  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Byron,  later  in  the  same  business  at  Fowler ville, 
and  at  present  is  at  Byron,  where  he  takes  charge 
of  his  son 's  interest  in  a  lumber  3fard.  Our  sub- 
ject's paternal  orandi)arents  were  .Jared  and  Aurilla 
(Straight)  Cook,  natives  of  New  York,  wliere  the 
former  was  an  extensive  farmer,  later  in  life, how- 
ever, coming  to  Michigan  and  settling  in  l>ivings- 
ton  County,  in  Cohoctah  Township,  where  he 
purchased  one  section  of  land,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  upon  that  place  and  there  pass- 
ing away  to  the  better  world  .January  29,  1849. 
The  old  gentleman  always  went  to  the  name  of 
Capt.  Cook,  as  he  held  that  office  in  the  State 
militia  in  New  York.  He  had  twelve  children,  who 
as  the  years  went  by,  scattered  and  formed  domes- 
tic relations  of  their  own.  Politically,  he  of  whom 
we  write  was  a  Democrat. 

The  original  of  our  .'sketch  is  one  of  three  children 
born  to  his  parents,  .Jared  and  Sarah  Cook.  The 
eldest,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Starke.y,  is  a  lady  of  literary 
talents  and  an  elocutionist  of  extended  reputation. 
Following  our  subject  comes  .J.  Frank,  who  is  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  his  brother's  cstablisliment 
After  finishing  the  high-school  course  at  Ff)wler- 
ville,  he  of  wliom  we  write  took  a  business  course 
iu  tlie  Detroit  Commercial  College,  lie  started 
out  in  life  as  a  clerk  in  Kuhn's  hardware  store  in 
Fowl('rville,and  later  was  employed  by  E.  I^ement 
iS;  Sons,  of  Lansing,  there  learning  the  various 
branches  of  the  business,  paying  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  sale  of  agricultural  imijlements  and 
stoves.  While  with  them,  he  traveled  on  the  road 
for  some  time  and  was  one  of  their  most  popular 
and  successful  salesmen. 

Since  engaging  in  his  present  business  Mr.  Cook 
has  been  favored  with  extraordinary  success.  He 
has  a  very  large  stock  of  goods,  being  the  heaviest 
dealer  in  Fowlerville.  He  has  four  men  in  liisem- 
plov,  who  have  all  they  can  do  to  keep  up  with 
the  demaiids  of  the  business.  Our  suljject  entered 
the  Jtenedict's  ranks  in  1890,  l)eing  united  with 
Jli-s  .Jennie  M.  Miller,  February-  19,  of  that  year. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Annie  (Nel- 
son) Miller,  of  Howell,  and  is  a  charming  woman 


of  great  capacity  and  capability-,  made  to  he  an  in- 
spiration and  help  to  the  man  to  whom  she  has 
given  her  hand  and  heart.  Republicanism  has  in 
our  subject  one  of  its  strongest  and  most  ardent 
advocates  in  Fowlerville.  P'very  plank  in  its  plat- 
form has  to  him  a  good  cause  for  being.  Socially 
he  lielongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  also  to 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Mr. 
Cook  occupies  with  his  stock  a  fine  brick  store  in 
Fowlerville.  He  is  one  of  the  [jromineut  young 
business  men  of  Livingston  County,  and  is  bound 
to  make  a  better  record  in  different  channels  ere 
the  world  hears  the  last  of  him. 


"^f^ot'^^^r^m^tiym^^ 
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RTHUR  CARPENTER.  The  intelligent 
young  farmers  of  Livingston  County  are 

[/  Is)  the  bone  and  suiew  of  the  community,  as 
0^/  their  strength  and  vitality,  their  enterprise 

and  energy  are  carrying  forward  not  only  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  liut  the  foundations  for  com- 
mercial success  throughout  this  section  of  the 
State.  None  of  them  is  more  highly  prized  and 
more  justly  appreciated  than  lie  whose  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  tiiis  narrative,  and  his  beautiful 
farm,  lying  cm  the  slope  of  Pleasant  Valley  is  well 
adorned  and  improved  by  the  good  buildings  wiiich 
he  has  placed  upon  it. 

William  Carpenter,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and 
the  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Will- 
iam, came  to  this  State  in  1836,  when  the  father 
was  a  lad  of  eighteen  years,  and  they  located  in 
Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County.  Here  they 
cleared  away  tiie  forest  and  turned  the  wilderness 
into  a  highly  cultivated  and  richly  productive 
estate,  and  here  the  grandfather  lived  until  his 
death.  The  family  is  of  English  descent  and 
traces  its  lineage  through  generations  of  honorable 
ancestors.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed 
farming  in  the  township  of  Lyon,  Oakland  County, 
until  the  year  1887,  when  he  died,  being  then  sixty- 
nine  years  old.  His  bereaved  widow,  who  had 
borne  to  him  eight  children,  had  the  maiden  name 
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of  Catherine  Dolph.  She  is  still  living,  and  is 
beina:  teiidei'l\-  cared  for  by  her  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate cliildren. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  took  his  education  in  the  home 
and  in  the  district  school.  His  birth  took  place  in 
Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County,  .September  30, 
1848,  and  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  188.3, 
in  Green  Oak  Township,  Livingston  County, 
and  in  1886  he  exchanged  it  for  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies,  upon  section  22,  Brighton 
Township. 

The  most  notable  event  in  the  life  of  the  young 
man  before  us  is  his  marri.age  in  1883  to  Miss  Ad- 
die  Ryder,  a  talented  and  intelligent  lady  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  in  their  home  they  enjoy 
the  compauionsliip  of  congenial  minds  and  sym- 
pathetic hearts.  The  political  views  of  this 
intelligent  gentleman  are  in  accordance  with  the 
declarations  of  the  Republican  party, and  he  keeps 
himself  well  informed  as  to  the  movements  of 
national  affairs.  His  handsome  farm  of  one  hun- 
<lred  and  twenty  acres  gives  abundant  evidence 
tliat  he  understands  the  business  of  a  farmer,  and 
that  he  has  the  enterprise  and  energy  essential  to 
keeping  his  estate  in  good  condition,  and  making 
it  abundantly  jjroductive. 


EDWARD  0.  KELLEY.  Business  men  of 
<]  Lansing,  as  of  other  enterprising  towns, 
Iw — ^  are  its  bone  and  sinew,  and  draw  to  its  cen- 
tralizing influence  such  citizens  as  are  of  profit  and 
will  forward  its  prosperity.  The  genuine  push  and 
perseverance  of  a  Westerner  is  shown  in  the  work 
of  the  gentleman  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
opposite  page  and  whose  real-estate  and  insurance 
business  has  been  prosecuted  in  Lansing  for  some 
seven  years.  His  place  of  business  is  to  be  found  at 
No.  113  AVashington  Avenue,  where,  .as  representing 
his  own  jnoperty  and  as  .agent  foi'  a  number  of  the 
liest  old  Hue  companies  of  fire,  life  and  accident 
insurance,  he  is  meeting  with  success. 


Mr.  Kelley  was  born  in  Milton,  Pa.,  June  26, 
1828,  and  is  a  sou  of  Obadiah  and  Ann  (Orr)  Kel- 
ley. In  his  native  home  the  boy  remained,  receiv- 
ing a  good,  common-school  education  until  after 
the  death  of  both  parents.  He  was  early  orphaned, 
as  his  mother  died  when  he  was  but  six  years  old 
and  he  had  scarcely  completed  his  first  decade 
when  he  was  deprived  of  a  father's  care  and  affec- 
tion. He  remained  in  that  vicinity  and  for  a  few 
years  was  with  Mr.  Shields,  in  Lewisburg,  Pa., 
where  he  learned  the  foundation  of  business  enter- 
prise. There  he  sojourned  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  after  which  he  spent  one  year 
in  Danville,  Pa.,  and  in  1849  determined  to  come 
AVest.  Arriving  in  Michigan  he  settled  in  Flower- 
field,  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State.  He  remained 
in  that  place  for  two  years,  engaging  in  the  furni- 
ture business  on  his  own  account,  and  also  buying 
in  that  vicinity  forty  acres  of  prairie  land  which, 
however,  he  never  cultiAtated. 

Leoni,.lackson  County,  Jlich.,  was  the  next  home 
of  Mr.  Kelley  and  he  there  entered  into  business 
in  a  general  village  store.  In  1852.  in  Leoni  he 
w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Caroline  .M.  Bennett, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Aruna  Bennett,  of  Washtenaw 
County.  Mr.  Bennett  was  one  of  the  pioneers  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1832  as  a  local  preacher  of 
the  Methodist  lipiscopal  Church.  lie  bought  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  upon  it  he 
afterward  made  his  home  until  his  death.  C)ur 
subject  remained  in  Leoni  until  1854  wlien  he  re- 
moved to  Grass  Lake  and  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business.  From  there  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1858 
to  take  a  position  as  clerk  in  tiie  oftice  of  the 
Auditor-(ieneral.  undei-  1).  L.  Case.  He  remained 
in  that  office  until  1878,  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  for  twenty  ^^ears,  and  in  the  meantime  inter- 
ested himself  in  Lansing  realty.  During  the  first 
three  years  after  he  resigned  the  office  of  clerk  for 
the  Auditor-General  he  was  engaged  in  tlie  mer- 
cantile business  and  cnriied  on  a  ninety-nine  cent 
store  on  Washington  Avenue,  but  iittheendof  that 
time  devoted  himself  entirely  to  flu-  line  of  Inisi- 
ness  in  which  we  now  find  him. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Kelley  in  his  early 
days  were  with  the  an  ti-sLavery  branch  of  the  Whig 
party  and  his  first  Presidential  ballot  was  cast  fov 
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John  P.  Hale.  After  that  lie  entered  the  Repulili- 
can  party  to  wliieli  he  was  attaelierl  until  quite 
reeentl>',  hut  now  easts  his  intluence  and  vote  for 
Prohibition.  He  is  jirouiinciitly  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  66,F.  A'  A.  M.  He  has 
two  children  still  living  and  his  daughter.  Mary  K., 
died  when  fifteen  years  old.  Lillian  B.  is  now 
Mrs.  (t.  W.  Wood,  of  Lake  City,  Mich.,  and  .Vnna 
L.  is  at  home.  The  beloved  and  lionored  compan- 
ion of  his  youth  was  called  from  his  side  by  death 
.Ianuar\-  "24.  1890.  having  readied  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  yeai's.  Her  iri'eparalile  loss  is  keenly  felt  by 
her  husliand  and  children,  bvit  her  Ijeautiful  in- 
tluence remains  not  only  with  them  but  with  all 
with  whom  she  assficiated  <liiring  her  lifetime. 


1"     ^  ON.  WH.LIA.M  BALL.     :Miehigan  is  known 
y  among  the  sisterhood   of  States  as  having 
among    her    sons    luauy    citizens  of    noble 
character   and    high    rejiute,  whose   publie- 
s|)irite<l  services  and  aggressi\e  and   fai'  seeing  en- 
terprise  have  raised   her   to   hci-  jiroud   jxisitioii  as 
one  of    the  most  highly  cultuicd  and   |)rosperous    j 
commonwealths  in  the  Northwest.     To  such  sons   I 
the  State  owes  a   debt  of   gratitude  and  all  wIk) 
love   her  delight    in   reading  the  record  of  their   | 
lives.     The  man  of  whom  we  write  in  this  sketch    1 
has  made  his  mark  as  a  noble  son  of  JHchigan  and 
has  heli>ed  largely  in   the  development  of  this  p;nl 
of  the  State. 

Samuel  H.  Ball,  the  latlier  of  the  lion.  William 
Ball,  whose  home  is  in  llambui-g  Township.  Liv- 
ingston County,  was  a  farmer  and  had  an  excellent 
education.  He  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1803,  and 
came  to  New  York  when  but  a  boy  and  theie  in 
due  time  undertook  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  • 
After  living  there  for  sonic  years  he  came  to  Web-  1 
ster.  Washtenaw  County.  Mich.,  and  bought  some 
land  to  which  he  afterward  added  until  he  secured 
three  hundred  acres.  Here  he  built  a  house  and 
barns  and  proceeded  to  improve  and  cultivate  his 


land.  He  married  Olive  Seeley  about  the  year  182'.t. 
She  was  one  of  nine  children  in  her  iiarental  home 
and  was  born  in  New  York  about  the  year  18(H). 

.lames  Ball,  the  paternal  giaudfatlier  of  our  sub- 
ject. Iiad  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  have 
now  |>assed  to  the  other  world.  The  son.  Samuel, 
had  five  children.  William  being  the  eldest  of  the 
llock.  his  natal  year  being  1830.  Samuel  Ball  died 
in  1878  in  Webster,  and  had  been  a  prominent 
man  throughout  his  life,  having  been  Snpervisor 
and  .histice  of  the  I'e.ace  and  a  i)roniinent  worker 
in  his  early  hfe  in  the  ranks  of  the  Whig  |)arty 
and  later  affiliating  with  the  Republicans.  His 
widow  still  resides  in  Webster.  AVashtenaw  County, 
and  makes  her  home  with  Charles  Rogers. 

Williaui  Ball  ha*  a  collegiate  education  acciuired 
at  .VIbion  College  and  at  the  T'niversity  of  Jliehi- 
gan.  He  taught  for  ten  years  in  the  district  schools 
and  in  the  Union  School  in  Otisco.  Ionia  Count\-. 
where  he  occupied  the  position  of  Pi'incipal.  .\t 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  started  out  for  him- 
self, buying  eighty  acres  of  lami  in  \\'ebster  Town- 
ship about  the  year  1850.  He  came  to  Hamburg 
Townshii)  in  18.')8  and  bought  three  hundred  acres 
on  sections  26  and  27.  Since  that  time  he  has 
adde<l  by  iiurchase  until  he  now  has  five  hundred 
acres,  much  of  which  he  has  cleared,  and  ujion  it 
he  has  built  barns  .'lud  a  pleasjint  house  and  ha^ 
set  out  fine  orchards. 

The  most  momentcnis  event  in  the  life  of  the 
\oung  man  was  his  marriage  in  1858  with  Catherine, 
daughter  of  David  B.  Powers,  a  New  Yorker,  who 
had  two  children  of  whom  Catherine  was  the 
voungest,  being  bcnn  in  1838.  To  her  have  been 
born  one  son  and  four  daughters.  Krwin  was 
married  in  1884  to  Carrie  E.  Eisk.  dansrhter  of 
Theodore  and  Edna  ((Gardner)  Eisk.  This  lady  is 
an  only  child,  born  in  18(i."),  and  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  where  she  com- 
pleted her  course  in  1883.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren. Edna  C..  Florence  R.  and  Leiand  H.  Erwin 
Ball  is  Secretary  of  the  Washtenaw  County  Ear- 
mers'  .\ssociation  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Earmers'  Club  at  \\ebster.  His  college  society 
is  the  Delta  Tan  Delta  and  he  has  served  as  liotli 
President  and  Secretary  of  tliat  fraternity.  He  i> 
an  earnest   ^\orker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Re|iublican 
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]iartv  nnd  a  licarty  pronidter  of  every  movement 
which  looks  to  the  advancement  of  the  fanning 
conimunity.  fully  one-half  of  his  time  being  taken 
up  by  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the  Micliigan 
Merino  Sheep  Breeder's  Association,  which  otlice 
he  has  held  for  five  years.  The  second  child  of 
our  subject  is  Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
Saunders,  of  Omaha,  Xel).,  and  has  two  children. 
Following  her  are  Julia,  Kate,  (the  wife  of  Henry 
t^)ueal,  living  in  Hamburg)  and  Alice  H.  Kate 
has  one  son.  Erwin  is  a  gracUuate  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College.  The  three  older  daughters  have  all 
taken  their  diplomas  at  the  State  Normal  of  Ypsil- 
anti.  Alice  H..  the  youngest,  is  now  a  student  in 
tlic  same  institution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Ball  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Free  .ind  Accepted  Masons  of  Howell  and  is  a 
member  of  No.  2(),  Howell  Commandery.  He  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  at  Ann  Arbor  of  the 
Delta  Kap]ia  Kpsilon,  and  in  the  State  (Grange  he 
is  a  prominent  member.  For  ten  years  the  State 
Agricultural  Society  has  been  favored  with  his  ser- 
vices as  one  of  its  Directors,  and  is  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Central  Michigan  Agricultural 
Association.  The  Michigan  I>ive  Stock  Association 
has  made  him  its  President  and  in  that  otlice  he 
has  .shown  great  etliciency  and  breadth  of  view 
which  has  biought  this  association  to  the  front, 
lie  has  also  been  President  of  the  ^lichigan  ^leriuo 
Sheep  Breeders' and  Wool  (Jrower's  Association  as 
well  as  occujiying  the  same  ofticc  in  the  Short-horn 
Society  of  this  State.  Upon  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  State  Reform  School,  of  Lansing,  he  has 
shown  himself  most  judicious  and  aggressive. 

The  record  of  ^Ir.  Ball  as  a  leader  in  the  Repub- 
lican party  is  worthy  of  note.  His  early  training 
made  him  a  Whig  but  after  the  formation  of  the 
Repuliliean  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and  has  ever 
since  then  been  identified  with  it.  His  services  as 
Supervisor  from  186.3  to  1864  evinced  his  more 
than  ordinary  capacity  as  a  man  of  public  affairs 
.'ind  his  tine  superintency  of  the  county  schools,  to 
which  oflice  he  was  elected  in  1872,  made  him 
known  to  the  best  men  of  the  county.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  legislature  in  1864  and  re- 
elected to  the  same  oflice  in  1866.  In  1880  he 
was  again  re-elected  to  the  Michigan  State  Legis- 


lature, was  elected  Speaker  pro  tem  and  was  Act- 
ing Speaker  most  of  the  session  (the  Speaker  being 
sick).  In  1890  he  was  sent  to  the  State  Senate  and 
became  President  pro  tem  of  that  body,  and  by 
the  death  of  Lieut.  Gov.  JIcDonald  he  became  act- 
ing Lieutenant-Governor.  Iti  181X1  his  paity  placed 
him  in  the  field  as  candidate  in  the  Sixth  Congres- 
sional District  foi'  Meml)er  of  Congress.  He  made 
a  fine  run  personally  and  came  within  five  hundred 
(>{  winning  his  election,  but  as  that  was  the  year 
of  the  great  land  slide,  when  ^lichigan  went 
strongly  Democratic,  he  did  not  meet  with  success. 
His  popularity,  however,  is  undiminished  as  it  is 
based  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  really  fine 
character,  which  is  notable  for  his  broad  and  dis- 
criminating judgment,  his  uprightness  and  com- 
l)rehensive  reason. 


=Sm- 


L'^^HOMAS  V>-.  BKKWKR.  proprietor  of  the 
''f^\i  I'i^''"."'*ton  Herald  of  Howell,  Livingston 
Vg^'  County,  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which 
he  resides,  l)eing  born  here  .Vpril  !l.  1H47.  His 
giandparents  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  the 
township,  his  grandsire  Peter  having  been  a  native 
of  New  Yolk  and  a  soldier  of  the  AVar  of  1812. 
His  grandmother  l)ore  the  maiden  name  of  Dorcas 
We^t  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  county  as  one  of  the  brave  pioneer 
women  of  the  early  daj-s. 

Ebenezer  Brewer  was  the  father  of  our  subject 
and  had  his  birth  in  Wil.-.on.  Niagara  County. 
N.  'i'.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  early  boyhood  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  married  Charlotte  Thomas 
who  became  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  She  passed  awa}-  from  earth  in  Howell  in 
November,  1857,  leaving  three  children,  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  the  eldest,  Thom.as,  then  beinsi 
but  ten  years  of  age. 

From  the  time  he  lost  his  mother  the  lad  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  but  he  attended 
the  district  school  nearly  every  winter  until  1863 
when  he  left  home,  although  only  a  little  over  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  took  his  place  in  the   ranks 
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of  our  C'ountrv's  defenders.  He  joined  Company 
C,  Fouitli  Midiiyaii  Cavaliv  and  served  until. Tune 
26,  1865.  when  lie  was  diseharged  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,on  account  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and 
returned  home  to  Michigan.  .  The  young  man  felt 
that  he  had  not  gained  the  education  which  he 
ought  to  have,  and  he  continued  working  on  the 
farm  in  summer  and  attending  the  district  school 
during  the  winter  months,  until  he  gained  his  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Brewer  now  found  his  health  insufficient  to 
bear  the  heavy  toil  of  the  farm,  as  agriculture  still 
partook  verj'  largely  of  a  pioneer  character,  and  he 
tried  .in  experiment  of  investing  in  a  patent  right, 
which  made  him  rich  in  experience  hut  was  a  failure 
financially,  and  he  again  took  up  his  furnier  occu- 
liation.  His  marriage  upon  March  27,  1872. 
lirought  to  his  side  a  faithful  coinjjanion  in  the 
person  of  Mary  J.  Craig,  a  lady  of  Howell.  He 
continued  to  follow  agriculture  until  the  beginning 
of  1874,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Howe 
.Sewing  Machine  Company  and  fnlhiwed  that  line 
of  business  until  1X7^*  when  he  became  an  employe 
of  S.  Andrews,  remaining  with  him  until  August. 
1881,  when  he  left  this  business  and  timk  a  trip  to 
the  Western  frontier.  A  few  months'  stay  at  the 
Cheyenne  agency  in  Dakota  cooled  the  "go  west, 
young  man"  fever  in  the  veins  of  Jlr.  Brewerand 
he  returned  home  and  tuok  up  the  sale  of  sewing 
machines,  in  which  he  continued  until  1888. 

Mr.  Brewer  purchased  in  .hine.  1889  a  weekly 
local  newspaper,  the  InliT-Lakc  which  had  lieeii 
published  by  the  Rev.  1).  AV.  Hammond  of  \ernon, 
Shiawassee  County.  Mich.  He  published  the  same 
until  April,  18;tl,  when  he  sold  the  suliscription  list 
of  that  paper  to  .1.  \.  Keyes  of  the  Duraiid  Ex- 
press and  bought  the  subscription  liooks  of  ilie 
Livingston  Herald.  It  was  on  May  1.5,  1891,  that 
Mr.  Biewer  issued  his  first  number  of  the  Herahl. 
which  he  had  enlarged  fiimi  a  li\  e-c<iluinii  folio  to 
a  six-column  quarto.  Ili-  piipei-  received  a  hearty 
welc(mie  from  its  lirst  issue  and  wilh  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  county  and  large  acquaintance 
among  its  people  his  success  is  an  assured  one.  .Al- 
though he  is  not  acquiring  great  wealth  he  is  filling 
a  useful  place  in  the  community,  and  commands  the 
veipectof  all  who  know  him.  Of  the  four  children 


who  ha\e  lilessed  his  home  three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, two  have  p.assed  away,  (Tcorge  W.  and  K'diert 
E.,  while  -Vlice  .\..  a  girl  of  sixteen,  and  Thomas 
W.  .Tr.,  a  sprightly-  lad  of  thirteen  years,  still  re- 
main to  receive  the  affection  and  training  of  their 
fond  and  judicious  parents. 


\1  OHN  W,  HARRIS,  a  prosperous  and  well- 
known  farmer  residing  on  section  34,  Putnam 
Township.  Livingston  County,  is  a  son  of 
Henry  Harris,  a  native  of  Kings  County,  Ire- 
land, who  emigrated  to  America  in  l<s2r),  where  he 
worked  for  two  yeai>  in  New  .lersey  on  the  Dela- 
ware ;uid  Haritan  Canal.  In  1827  he  returned  to 
Ireland  and  married  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
Mar.v  Ryan,  who  was  born  in  Bally  Britton,  Kings 
County,  .\fter  their  marri.age  they  returned  to 
Americe.  where  Mr.  Harris  worked  on  a  railroad  in 
Pennsylvania  for  a  season,  and  then  worked  on  a 
farm  as  overseer  for  .To.seph  Boneaparte  for  one 
year. 

Henry  Harris  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of 
1829,  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land 
from  the  ( Jovernmeiit.  The  land  was  located  on 
the  section  where  his  son  now  resides,  and  th« 
liatent  was  signed  by  President  .\ndrew  .Jackson. 
Having  built  n  log  house,  he  lemoved  his  family 
into  it  in  December,  1829.  .Vt  that  time  there  was 
a  small  tamarack  log  house  belonging  to  a  Mr,  Cam- 
field  where  Pinckney  now  stands.  There  was  also 
a  sawmill,  which  was  built  by  .Andrew  Knowland. 
of  .\nn  Arbor,  a  few  houses  and  two  stores  in  that 
vicinity  on  Portage  River,  which  little  liainlet  died 
out  after  Pinckney  was  estaljlished,  and  there  is 
not  a  soul  now  living  who  was  here  at   that   time. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  poor  exce|)l  in  a 
biave  deteimination  to  provide  a  home  for  his 
family,  and  a  wealth  of  physical  strength  which 
enabled  liini  to  dear  his  land,  subdue  the  wild  for- 
ests, and  meet  the  exigencies  of  pioneer  life.  There 
were  then  i)lenty  of  Indians;  and  wild  animals  and 
deer,  bears  and  wolves  were  about  the  door.  No 
roads  (exce)il  Indian  trails  and  jiaths  wliicli    roulrl 
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be  followed  by  blaized  trees)  were  available  for  use 

mill  tin'  ni.-uket  wns  at  Ypsilaiiti.  ihirty-oiuht  iiiilcs 
away. 

This  eail\  piom-cr  \va>  wiiU'-awake  to  lii.-<  diUius 
as  ail  American  eilizcn.  and  walked  to  Ann  Arlior 
to  vote  at  the  first  eleetion  which  he  attended  here, 
and  his  next  ii|)i)()itunitv  was  in  a  house  west  of 
Hudson  Corners.  After  living  here  twent>-niiu' 
vears.  he  had  three  luindred  and  sixty  acres  nf  ex- 
cellent land,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  he 
hnd  cleared.  He  had  also  liuilt  a  frame  house  which 
was  tlien  the  liest  house  for  miles  around,  and  it  is 
still  standinsi-.  as  is  also  his  frame  barn.  Soxio  feet 
in  dimensions,  which  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  died  .lanuary  9.  18o9.  but  Ids 
widow  survived  until  .\pril  20.  18H;3. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  thisijioneer  four  are  now 
liviusi.  viz:  our  subject;  Mrs.  Michael  O'Connell, 
of  .lackson;  Mrs.  James IMorgan.  of  Unadilla  Town- 
ship; and  Thomas,  of  Lake  "\'iew.  Miss.  The  par- 
ents were  tlevout  Catholics,  and  in  the  early  days 
services  were  held  in  their  house  for  twentv  years 
by  Father  Kelley,  who  at  that  time  was  located  at 
Wayne.  "Wa-shtenaw  County,  and  who  used  to  make 
numberless  trips  on  horseback  through  the  woods 
between  Wayne  and  ^Milwaukee.  Henry  Harris 
took  an  interest  in  politics,  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  (ien.  Lewis  Cass.  He  filled  the  responsi- 
lile  offices  of  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Township  Treas- 
urer. School  Ofttcer  and  was  one  of  the  first  jurors. 
He  gave  to  his  children  as  fair  an  education  as  eir- 
euinstances  would  allow. 

.Fuly  25.  1H39  was  the  natal  day  of  our  sub- 
ject. His  first  home  was  on  this  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  Here  lie  received  his  early  education  and 
grew  to  manhood,  and  u[ion  the  death  of  liis  father 
took  charge  of  the  farm,  being  then  l)ut  nineteen 
years  old.  In  the  couise  of  time  he  bought  out 
th' other  heirs  and  the  land  now  belongs  to  him 
hy  virtue  of  the  old  patents,  some  of  which  are 
signed  bv  .bicksoii.  some  by  Van  Buren.  and  some 
by  .John  (^uincy  .\dams. 

The  wedding  day  of  .John  W.  Harris,  was  No- 
vember 27.  1HG7.  and  he  was  then  united  with 
Agnes  Morgan,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine 
Morgan,  of  rnadilla  Township.  ^Irs.  Harris  was 
born  March  2."i.  1S47.   in    I'liadilla   Townshiii,  .•iiid 


she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Harry 
Casper  and  James  Morgan.  The  oldest  son  wa* 
born  October  27.  1H()K,  and  is  a  stenographer  in  the 
otlice  of  A.  C.  A\'alker.  at  Asjien,  Col.  He  was  a 
student  at  Pinekney  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen,  after  which  he  taught  one  term  and  was 
then  a  student  at  Dexter  and  at  the  Ypsilanti  Busi- 
ness College.  For  two  years  he  was  with  the  .\n- 
chor  Manufacturinjj  Company  of  Detroit,  and  then 
after  one  season  on  his  father's  farm  he  went  to 
Aspen.  Col.,  where  lie  now  resides.  He  was  mar- 
ried July  2(1, 1891,  to  Carrie  Kelly,  of  Aspen;  James 
was  born  July  23,  1871),  and  after  being  a  student  at 
Pinekney.  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  teaching, 
and  then  received  the  appointment  from  Gov. 
Winans  to  lie  his  page  during  the  term  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  1891.  The  parents  feel  justly  proud  of 
their  sons,  and  are  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that 
neither  of  them  knows  the  taste  of  liquor. 

In  1878  Mr.  Harris  built  the  pleasant  home  on 
which  he  now  resides  at  a  cost  of  11,500  besides  the 
labor  which  he  himself  expended  upon  it,  and  in 
connection  with  this  house  Mrs.  Harris  boasts  the 
best  cellar  in  the  township.  They  now  have  three 
hundred  and  twent}'  .acres  of  land,  one  hundred 
and  ninety  acres  of  which  is  improved,  and  he  car- 
ries on  the  farm  himself,  having  always  been  a  hard 
worker.  He  began  raising  thoroughbred  American- 
Merino  sheep  in  1874,  and  now  has  one  hundred 
and  tiiirty  head.  He  has  also  fine  registered  Jer- 
seys and  Holsteins,  and  in  hor.ses  has  some  splendid 
animals,  which  trace  their  lineage  to  "Ambassa- 
dor,""Tremont,"  "Louis  Napoleon"  and"Pasacas." 
Among  his  twenty-three  horses  he  has  some  very 
valuable  ones,  and  the  dam  with  which  he  started, 
was  one  of  the  finest  "Clay"  mares  in  the  State  at 
that  time,  she  taking  second  premium,  and  her  colt 
first  premium  at  Detroit  in  1879. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  are  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  both  of  their  sons  follow 
their  parents  in  religious  belief  and  life.  They  all 
belong  to  the  Father  ^Matthew  Temperance  Society 
of  St.  Joseph  Church,  at  Pinekney,  and  in  po.itieal 
matters  the  father  has  ever  been  a  strong  supporter 
of  temperance  candidates.  He  has  also  been  use- 
ful as  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  sets  a 
tfraiid  example  to  inaiiv  an  Aiiierican-liorn   citizen 
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ill  this  regard,  that  he  never  for  the  sake  of  gain, 
or  to  get  work  out  of  liis  boys,  kept  them  out  of 
school  a  day  in  their  lives.  His  aim  has  been  to 
make  them  good  citizens,  and  to  train  them  in 
thorough  luisiness  habits. 

The  C'atliolic  Church  at  Pinckiiey  had  for  its 
pioneer  priest  Fatlier  Ivelley,  and  since  that  time  it 
has  been  favored  with  the  ministrations  of  Fathers 
C'ullen,  I'liicers  and  Mutarh.  and  the  congregation 
now  lias  one  iiundred  and  eighteen  families  con- 
nected with  it.  The  church  building  which  was 
completed  in  1«6><  by  tlie  Kev.  .1.  \'an  (renip,  was 
begun  ill  \H(',(\.  The  priests  who  iinve  oHiciated 
since  its  dedication,  were  the  Kev.  Fathers  .!.  Raf- 
ter, T.  .Slattery.  Herljcrt.  Duehig  and  dmsidine. 

Mr.  Harris  enjoys  telling  stories  of  his  father's 
early  exiieriences  in  llie  pioneer  days.  One  of  his 
most  thrilling  advent  nres  was  when  he  and  a  hired 
man  were  cutting  hay  upon  a  iiiaish  tliree-quaiiers 
o{  a  iniic  from  home.  'I'hcv  were  so  busy  at  their 
work  that  they  did  not  remember  to  listen  pru- 
dently for  the  approacli  of  wild  beasts,  and  before 
they  knew  it  a  large  pack  of  wolves  had  attacked 
them.  They  kept  oif  the  animals  by  hard  fighting 
until  they  reached  a  point  within  thirty  rods  of 
home,  when  the  wolves  were  driven  off,  and  they 
arrived  safelv  at  the  house. 


ll  I  (ii  )1  (  I  I    I     I 


?     1     I    I    '  m  il  I  I    r 


^T^DWIN  B.  CARRIER.  Among  the  promi- 
fe  nent  and  most  influential  members  of  busi- 
11; — '-^  ness  and  social  circles  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  is  our  suljject  whose  business  as  stock- 
dealer  and  also  as  pr(»prietorof  the  egg  preserving 
establishment  are  among  the  active  enterprises  of 
this  city.  He  is  not  one  of  the  |)ioneers  of  the 
town  as  he  came  here  in  1880.  but  he  has  shown 
himself  deejily  interested  in  developing  the  natural 
resources  and  stimulating  the  enterprises  of  this 
city,  and  has  made  himself  a  leader  in  various 
movements  of  imjiortance. 

This  gentleman  was  liorn  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  13,  1832,  his  parents  being  Bert  H.  and 
Emeline  (Hanchett)  Carrier.     The  father  was  a  na- 


tive of  New  York  who  removed  to  Rice  Creek, 
Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  in  1837  and  there  engaged 
in  farming.  He  bought  new  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  settled  where  there  were  but  two  fam- 
ilies within  a  radius  of  many  miles.  He  cleared  up 
a  farm  and  made  a  prosperous  home  out  of  this 
land  which  he  found  in  the  wilderness.  Under 
his  roof  the  earliest  religious  meetings  were  held, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Metho- 
dist Protestant  Cliurcli.  When  a  house  of  worshii) 
was  to  be  erected,  he  with  David  H.  ^Miller.  .Vmos 
Hadden,  Caleb  Hanchett  and  David  Hanchett. 
were  the  heaviest  contributors  toward  building  the 
first  frame  church  at  Rice's  Creek.  Previtms  to  this 
they  had  been  privileged  to  hold  meelings  in  the 
schoolhouse,  as  Mr.  Carrier  was  most  of  tlie  time  an 
officer  of  the  school  district  and  also  of  the  town- 
sliii).  He  lived  on  the  old  farm  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  Feliruary  11.  lf<81,  and  was  then  nearl\- 
four-score  years  of  age,  having  Ijeeu  born  May  4, 
1807.  His  amialile  and  excellent  wife,  who  wasso 
true  and  helpful  a  companion  to  him  in  their  pio- 
neer  experiences,  was  born  September  \'2.  IK  12  and 
died  May  26,  1877. 

Besides  our  subject  his  parents  had  three  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  Oscar  M.,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Alice  the  wife  of  Sidney  Thomas;  and  Orange  A. 
Edwin  Carrier  received  most  of  his  education  in 
Calhoun  County,  finishing  his  schooling  at  Olivet 
C'ollege,  after  which  he  taught  for  several  terms 
and  then  engaged  in  farming.  He  liought  a  farm 
in  Calhoun  County  and  took  as  his  wife  Miss  Cor- 
nelia Root,  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
who  was  born  there  November  26,  1831.  Their 
marriage  took  place  September  27,  1853.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Pluelie  Ann  Root. 

Mr.  Carrier  continued  farming  in  Marengo 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  owned  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine  land,  eighty  of 
which  he  still  keeps  in  his  possession.  In  that 
township  he  h.as  held  many  of  the  offices  and  has 
served  with  esj)ecial  efficiency  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner and  School  Inspector.  He  served  also  most 
cheerfully  and  .satisfactorily  iis  chorister  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  Rice's  Creek  for 
twenty-five  years  and  has  been  a  memlier  of  that 
religious    body  since  he  was  ten  years  old.     The 
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work  nf  :i  Siindiiy-M'liool  Supeiiiiteiiilfiit  lias  rtIsM 
been  his  t'or  inure  tliiiii  a  (|aarter  of  a  eenlury.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  matters  of  pulilie  imijortance 
and  had  a  strong'  faith  in  the  vitality  and  sound- 
ness of  the  Ke[inbliean  party  to  whieh  he  had  been 
long  attached.  I'ntil  six  years  ago  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Pr<ihibition  jiarty  whit-h  he  now  en- 
thusiastically sup[)orts. 

Our  subject  has  sold  a  part  of  his  farm  to  his 
daughter  and  her  husband,  Myron  Belles,  who  liv(^ 
in  a  handsome  house  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  C'ai- 
rier  has  Imilt  for  liimseH  a  line  brick  ivsidence  at 
the  corner  of  Seymour  and  Willow  Streets  and  his 
brother-in-law,  AVilliani  E.  Robinsim,  who  b<jught 
quite  a  tract  of  land  at  the  iiirth  end  of  town  has 
built  for  himself  a  beautiful  home.  Near  tlie  home 
of  Mr.  Carrier  they  have  their  egg  establishment 
which  has  a  ca])aeity  of  seventy-live  thousand 
dozen  eggs,  which  they  hold  in  vats  in  the  pci- 
serving  li(|uor  until  they  desire  to  sell  them.  They 
areliuilding  up  a  tine  trade  in  this  necessary  arti- 
cle of  commerce. 

Mr.  Carrier  h.as  also  made  a  specialty  of  buying 
.•*nd  selling  stock  and  has  engaged  particularly  in 
letting  sheep,  having  had  a-  many  as  twcntv-tive 
hundred  sheep  let  out  on  time.  The  first  wife  of 
ilr.  Carrier  died  .lanuarv  ;^1.  IHHH  leaving  a  fam- 
ily of  five  t-hildrcn.  namely:  Klla  .Ma\'.  who  was 
born  July  3,  lf<;j»  and  is  now  Mrs.  Holies;  Wilbur 
().,  born  February  2H,  1  «(>().  and  is  now  a  I'resby- 
terian  minister  at  W'ausau.  Wis.;  .Sarah  .V..  born 
Septeinbei-  12,  li^iM.  now  .Mrs.  William  .1.  Mc- 
Roberts,  of  Iron  wood,  Mich.;  Merton  H.,  born 
Februar\  20.  1hG().  wht)  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
business  of  the  Lansing  .Spice  and  Extract  Com- 
pany; and  Esther  M.,  was  born  May  1:5,  1H(>8  and  is 
still  at  home.  Mr.  Carrier  and  the  members  of  his 
family  are  identified  with  the  memliers  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (jf  this  city. 

The  present  Mrs.  Carrier  liore  the  maiden  name 
of  .Sarah  McCollam.  and  was  born  Septembei-  12. 
1843.  in  Cayuga  County,  X.  Y..  being  a  daughter 
of  John  .McCollam.  She  there  grew  to  maturity 
and  taught  school  for  several  years  after  which  she 
married  Mr.  Elmer  Slayton  of  that  place  in  18G.3 
and  came  to  Michigan  two  years  later.  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  .Slayton  resided  at  Kice's  Creek,  where  he  car- 


ried on  a  farm  and  he  died  there  in  1885.  Her 
oldest  daughter  Arlone,  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Williams,  and  the  younger  daughter  Emma,  is  at 
home  with  her  mother. 


ENNIS  COREY.  Among  the  old  settlers 
now  l)ecome  the  retired  farmers  of  Ilam- 
'^U^'  burg  Townshiji.  Livingston  County,  we 
tinil  a  number  of  men  whose  abilities  and 
character  ha\e  given  them  an  c.xceplional  standing 
in  the  community.  Their  migration  to  Michigan 
in  the  early  days  de\clo|ied  through  haiilship  and 
struggle  all  that  is  best  in  mail,  and  by  their  perse- 
verance and  sturdy  adherance  to  the  princi|jles 
wliicli  are  essential  to  success  under  such  circum- 
stances, they  attained  a  ie|)Utatioii  and  a  standing 
which  is  permanent.  Such  a  man  is  Dennis  (  orey, 
wiio  resides  on  that  beautiful  section  of  Hamburg 
Township,  which  lies  (m  section  3(i. 

,)ohn  D.  Corey,  the  honored  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  lUiode  Island,  in  1799.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  and  taught  for  many 
years,  although  he  was  b_v  avocation  a  farmer. 
I'pon  leaving  his  native  home  he  went  to  .Sara- 
toga. X.  Y.J  and  remained  in  that  State  until  1831, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  traveling  l\y  way  of 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Detroit  on  the 
boat  •'Willian  Penn."  From  that  city  he  came 
through  the  forest  to  Nankin,  Wayne  County, 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  in  1836 
he  bought  forty  additional  acres. 

Settling  on  the  eighty  acres  which  lie  first  pur- 
chased, he  proceeded  to  cut  logs  and  luiild  a  house. 
It  was  not  really  a  palatial  residence,  being  only 
18x22  feet  in  dimensions  with  log  walls,  stick 
chimney  with  clay-ljack  walls.  He  continued  to 
improve  his  property,  building  barns  and  houses 
and  setting  out  orchards,  and  in  course  of  time, 
having  made  this  property  quite  desirable,  sold  it 
and  liought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Ma- 
.son,  Ingham  County.  This  was  a  new  farm  and 
upon  it  he  placed  a  house  and  barn  and  other  im- 
provements, and  having  thus    raised  its  value  sold 
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it  and  removed  to  Gratiot  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased another  farm  and  remained  until  the  end 
of  his  days,  which  came  when  lie  was  eighty-foiir 
years  and  two  months  old. 

About  the  year  1821.  John  Corey  had  married 
Miss  Parney  Armstrong,  daughter  of  Jaeol)  Arm- 
strong, a  resident  of  New  York,  who  had  come 
from  Connecticut,  and  who  had  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  wliom  Parney  w.as  the  third  in 
age  and  was  ])orn  about  the  lieginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century.  To  .lolin  and  Parne}-  Corej-  were 
given  six  children,  who  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween sons  and  daughters,  and  of  whom  Dennis 
was  second  in  order  of  age,  being  born  January 
18,  1824.  She  died  about  the  year  1833.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  tlie  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage,  being  joined 
to  Roxa  Ferguson,  daughter  of  James  Ferguson, 
of  Wayne  Coiuitj',  Mich.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  from 
\'ermont,  and  Roxa,  who  was  born  about  tlie  year 
1807,  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  nine  children. 
To  her  were  born  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  but  few  advan- 
tages for  an  education,  but  improved  those  few 
with  vigor  and  interest.  When  twenty  years  old 
he  began  for  himself  by  working  out  by  the  month 
in  Ann  Arbor.  He  had  a  taste  for  mechanics  and 
soon  attained  skill  in  that  department  of  work 
and  at  twenty-four  he  began  to  run  a  stationary 
engine,  and  in  18,50  had  accumulated  enough 
means  to  purchase  land,  buying  eighty  acres  in 
Hamburg  Township,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
twenty  more.  The  farm  was  not  in  a  very  good 
condition,  although  it  was  cleared,  but  had  upon 
it  poor  fences  and  neither  buildings  nor  orchards. 
Four  years  after  his  purchase  of  this  property  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Luzetta,  daughter  of 
Heman  Lake.  Mr.  Lake  had  a  large  family  and 
Luzetta,  who  was  the  eighth  child,  was  born  in 
1835.  To  our  subject  was  born  by  this  union  one 
daughter,  to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  his  mother, 
Parney.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Banghard 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons.  Mrs.  Luzetta 
Corey  was  called  from  her  earthly  home  iu  1858. 
Mr.  Corey  made  his  second  matrimonial  alliance 
in  1860,  taking  as  his  wife,  Catherine,  daughter  of 


Peter  Corey,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  re- 
moved to  New  York  in  his  earlj-  manhood  where 
Catherine  was  born  in  1824,  the  youngest  of  his 
five  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
well-known  integritj-  and  reliability  of  Mi'.  Corey 
has  given  him  the  universal  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  and  to  him  has  been  intrusted  for  twenty 
years  the  responsible  office  of  Treasurer  of  lii> 
school  district.  He  is  enterested  in  political  move- 
ments and  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  To  his 
son-in-law  he  has  consigned  the  management  of 
his  farm,  and  he  has  built  for  himself  a  beautiful 
home  where  he  and  his  good  wife  dwell  at  peace 
with  all  the  world. 


AMD  STODARD  is  a  prominent  farmer 
]jj  in  Lerov  Township,  the  tract  which  he 
operates  being  located  on  section  34.  Like 
so  man_y  other  settlers  iu  Ingham  County, 
he  is  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  X.  Y.,  his  natal 
day  having  been  January  13,  1830.  He  is  a  sou 
of  Rensselaer  and  Hannah  Stodard,  who  were  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  He  was  the  third 
child  in  order  of  birth,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State  and  county.  From  earliest  bo3"- 
hood  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  so  that  in  later 
years,  when  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources, 
he  had  but  to  strike  out  for  himself,  the  experience 
being  already  his.  He  received  the  educational 
advantages  common  to  boys  at  that  time,  who 
lived  in  a  rural  district.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  was  there  prepared  for  the  practical 
work  of  a  business  career. 

Naturally  of  a  bright  and  assimilative  nature, 
the  original  of  our  sketch  acquired  more  in  actual 
and  practical  experience  than  over  his  text  books 
in  school.  He  has  been  a  deep  reader  from  jouiig 
manliood  and  has  to  a  great  extent  made  up  the 
deficiencies  in  his  early  education,  being  an  intel- 
ligent and  well-informed  man.  February  22,  1851. 
Mr.  Stodard  was  married,  in  New  York  .State,  to 
Miss  Amanda  Sackett,  a  native  also  of  that  State, 
and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Sackett,  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.     To  them  were  born  three  children,  who  now 
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hold  lesponsilile  and  respected  positions  in  life. 
They  are  by  name  Burdett,  Curtis  and  Imogene. 
The  eldest  child  is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Mead.  Our  subject  enlisted  February  13,  1865, 
in  Company  C,  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
was  api)ointed  to  do  guard  duty  at  Chattanoogar 
and  also  at  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  at  Knoxville. 
Sei)teniber  13.  IS^I!;").  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  to  his  home. 

In  .lanuary.  1805,  our  suliject  emigrated  with 
his  family  to  Ingham  County,  INIich.,  and  located 
in  Leroy  Townslii().  In  1875  they  removed  to 
the  present  fai-ni  which  comprises  one  hundred 
acres  of  good  land,  ujion  which  he  has  erected  a 
good  class  of  buildings.  His  residence  is  neat  and 
attractive  and  kept  up  in  excellent  order,  as  are 
also  the  liarns  and  outhouses  on  the  place.  They 
speak  more  for  the  management  of  the  owner  than 
pages  of  jjersonal  eulogy  could  do.  His  fields  are 
well  tilled  and  he  owns  some  of  the  latest  and 
most  approved  labor-saving  machines  in  the  way 
of  agricultural  implements. 

.Mr.  Stodard  is  worthy  of  great  i)raise  for  the 
success  that  he  has  made  of  life,  for  he  h.as  had 
many  disadvantages  to  contend  with  and  no  aid 
whate\er,  except  that  within  his  own  family,  con- 
sisting of  kind  and  encouraging  words  from  his 
partner  and  helpmate  in  life.  He  has  been  very 
active  in  local  affairs  concerning  the  district.  He 
is  now  sen'ing  on  the  .School  Boiird  as  .Moderator. 
Our  subject  has  cleared  two  farms,  and  the  place 
in  which  he  now  resides  he  entered  upon  when  it 
was  entirely  unimproved. 


e-^+^ 


gOLO.MON  T.  LYON.  Although  death  has 
laid  his  chill  hands  upon  the  heart  of  Mr. 
Lyon  and  stilled  the  pulse  of  the  machine, 
there  is  still  living  the  spirit  which  charac- 
terized each  act  of  his  daily  life  with  nobility-  and 
beauty.  Although  not  a  native  of  this  State,  all 
of  his  thinking  years  were  connected  most  closely 
with  its  growth  and  development.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  Michigan  when  only   one  year  old 


and  here  attained  his    manhood    and    took    upcm 
himself  the  holy  bond  of  matrimony,  establishing 
I   a  home  over  which  she    who    is   now   his    widow 
reigns. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  born  at  Pultney,  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  1,  1835.  His  boyhood  days  were, 
however,  spent  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  growing 
up  as  a  pioneer.  After  finishing  a  course  of  study 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  district  in  which  he 
lived,  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
college  of  Michigan,  which  was  located  at  Kalama- 
zoo. After  finishing  his  college  course  he  taught 
school  until  1864.  At  this  time  he  enlisted  as 
Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment 
of  infantry.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  the  post 
of  Captain  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Detroit 
and  received  an  honorable  discharge.  During  his 
war  experience  he  was  thrice  taken  prisoner.  He 
participated  in  every  battle  in  which  his  regiment 
I  took  part  after  entering  the  army  until  the  5.urren- 
der  of  Gen.  Lee. 

After  Mr.  Lyon  returned  from  the  war  iur  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Livingston 
County  and  after  that  was  elected  the  County 
Clerk,  in  which  position  he  continued  for  a  space 
of  two  years.  The  organization  of  the  life  and 
fire  insurance  company  in  the  city  of  Howell, 
was  largely  due  to  his  influence  and  interest.  For 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  journalistic  wrrk, 
havinsf  purchased  in  1871,  in  partner.-hip  with  .1. 
D.  Smith,  the  Livingston  County  licimblican,  which 
he  conducted  for  two  years.  The  next  ten  years 
he  was  engaged  by  the  .lohuson  Publishing  Co.,  of 
New  Y'ork  in  work  on  Johnson's  Natural  History, 
and  in  this  way  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  literary 
work  of  that  class. 

September  30,  1860,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Rumsa}',  a  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Permilla  (Henry)  Kunisay.  Prior 
to  her  mairiage,  Mrs.  Lyon  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  a  period  of  sixteen  j'ears  and  aftei'  her 
marriage  she  taught  with  her  husband  one  year  at 
the  Union  School  at  Grass  Lake,  Mich.  Mrs.  Lyon 
is  a  woman  with  unusual  educational  and  literary 
attainments.  Every  act  is  characterized  by  delicacy 
and  refinement.     Capt.  Lyon  was  a  very  promi- 
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iR-nt  man  in  tlie  cuuiity  in  wlik-li  he  lived  antl  one 
(if  tlie  liravest  sokliei':*   tliat    ever    went    ont    from 
lhi>    i1i>ti-iet.      His    death  uceinred    Deeember    3(1. 
ISiMi.      He  left  a  wife  and  five  eliildieii   to  moui-n 
lii>  lo>>.     A  loeal  paper  says   the  fuueinl   of  ('apt. 
Lvon    was    lai'irely    attended.     The    seiviees   weie 
eondueted   in   aecordanee    with   the   ritual    of    the 
I'nion  \'eterans'  I'nion,  while  members  of  tlie  Fifth 
Miehigan    aeted    as    pall    bearers.     The    command 
|)assed  earnest  resolutions  of  tribute  to  his  merit 
as  a  soldier  and  a  eitizen  an<l  of  ('ondolence  with 
his  lieieaved  family.    In  the  decease  of  C'apt.  Lyon 
a  brave  conuade.  a  true  eitizen.  a  loving  and  loved 
luisliand  and  father  has  answered   the   roll   call   of 
the  Great  Commander.      In  his   political    liking   he 
was  a   follower   of  the   Ik'pulilicnn    party    and    he 
with  his  wife  was  a  niemlier  or  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  little  brood  of  live  children  were   welcomed 
to   the    lieaits    and    hearllistone   of  their   jiarents' 
home.     'I'liCN   are   by    name.    William    1)..    .Vliigail. 
.lames  A.,  .lennie  and    .\Iaiy    1!.      .Mrs.    L\on's   |ia- 
i-ents  were  early   settlers   of  Michigan,    coming    to 
(Ireen  Oak,  Livingston  County,  in   IH3(>.     At   that 
time  the  fathei-  of  the    family    tot)k    up   land    and 
clearing   ofl    a   portit)n   of    his    tract,    built    a    log 
house.     Me  remained  on   the  place  a    short    time 
and  then  removed   to  Oceola    Township   where   he 
built  a  sawmill  and   accpiired   about   four   hundred 
.acres  of  land.     lie  came  to  Ilowell  about  IKlfi  and 
was  soon  after  elected  Register  of    Deeds   for  four 
years,  and  at    the   end   of    that    time    was    elected 
County  Treasurer  and  held  this  position    for  foiu' 
vears  also.      He  occupied  the   various  |)ositions   of 
.lustice  of  the  Peace  and  .Su))ervisor  for  a    number 
of  years,  at  the  same   time   engaging    in    the    mer- 
cantile business.      With  his  other  busine.ss  he  con- 
nected   that    of   insurance,   and   was    also  actively 
eng.aged    in    municipal    affairs    until  old  .age  came 
upon    him   and    he    retired    fi'Om    active  bn,siness. 
llis  wife  departed  this  life  February  ,'>.  IK84.    They 
reared  a- family  of  eight  children,  the  widow  of  our 
subject  being  the  eldest.     Following  her  came  .Vn- 
drew  ,].,  Royal  H.,  William   D..   Lewis  C.  Chauncy 
(i.,  Bert  C.,  and  Franklin  W.     The  parents  have 
been  connected  with  the  Baptist   Church  foi-  many 
years   and   have    been   generous  supporters  of  the 
(iospel  work  in  this  district.     Mrs.  Lyon's  paternal 


grandfather  was  Elisha  Rumsay  of  Connecticut, 
lie  came  at  an  early  date  to  Miehigan.  and  with  u 
man  named  Allen  laid  out  the  cit\  of  .\nn  Arbor. 
Elisha  Rumsay  died  in  1«"27. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  the  late  Capt.  L\on 
is  presented  on  another  jjage  and  perpetuates  the 
lineaments  of  a  valiant  .soldier,  whcse  memory  will 
ever  be  revered  bv  his  countrymen. 


♦^♦^» y 


IRAM  E.  REED.  Students  of  economies 
tell  us  that  the  tinancial  prosperity  and 
indeed  safety  of  the  country  is  based  upon 

^  the  simple  integrity  and  Imsiiiess  prompt- 
itude of  individuals.  If  all  men  realized,  as  they 
should,  the  ol)ligations  which  rest  upon  them  to 
meet  e\ery  financial  call  and  evei-y  inst  demand 
with  an  immediate  response,  no  amount  of  disas- 
ters or  large  catastrojihes  could  demoralize  the 
financial  standing  of  oui-  great  centers.  When  we 
find  a  man  who  does  realize  this  truth  and  makes 
it  his  aim  to  meet  every  |jecuniarv  demand  with 
jiromptitude.  we  lionoi-  him  and  see  in  him  one  of 
the  safeguards  oi  the  prosperily  of  us  all.  .Such 
a  man  is  Mr.  Jliram  Reed,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tion 10.  ALarion  Township.  Livingston  County. 

I'hilo  L.  Heed,  the  father  of  o\u-  subject,  was 
born  in  Cortland  County,  X.  Y..  in  1«12.  a)id 
after  receiving  a  common-school  education  started 
out  at  an  early  age  to  w<irk  for  others,  choosing 
farming  as  his  life  work.  About  the  year  lK;5:i 
he  married  AEartha  Messenger,  daughter  of  .lahial 
and  INIary  (Chaplain)  Messenger,  both  \ermoiiters 
b\  l>irtli,  who  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom   Mai'tha  was  tlie  eldest.  Iieiiiu-  born  in    IHl  1. 

In  18.S(i  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  ^lich- 
igan  b\'  way  of  Canada,  and  when  they  jjassed 
IJiidiiiili  Detroit  on  their  way  to  .lackson  they 
left  all  their  goods  there,  which  were  unfortun- 
ately de.-troyed  by  file,  lie.-iching  .lackson.  the\' 
bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  which  they  aftei'- 
ward  sold  and  removed  to  Ingham  County,  where 
they  bought  eight}'  acres  which  were  subsequently 
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exchanged  for  eighty  acres  on  section  1,  Marion 
Township,  where  tli€  fatlier  still  lives  and  now 
lias  an  estate  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  son  in  their  family  of 
three  dauii'hters  and  five  sons. 

Philo  L.  Reed  and  wife  are  prominent  in  social 
and  church  circles,  being  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  where  Mr.  Reed  is  an  Elder,  and 
was  for  man3'  years  the  etticient  and  much  lie- 
lovcd  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  in  liis 
school  district.  He  is  a  man  of  affairs,  being  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  been  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and  High- 
way Commissioner.  To  his  son  he  gave  an  excel- 
lent common-school  education,  supplementing  it 
with  a  High  School  course  and  one  _year  in  the 
I'niversity  of  Michigan.  At  twenty-one  the  young 
man  liegan  as  a  teacher  in  the  common  schools, 
after  which  he  was  called  to  a  position  in  the  vil- 
lage schools,  occupying  the  teacher's  desk  for 
eighteen  years,  most  of  the  time  in  Marion  and 
adjoining  townships. 

The  haiipy  wedded  life  of  Hiram  Reed  began 
when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old  as  he  was  then 
\inited  with  Rebecca  E.,  daughter  of  (ieorge  and 
Ixcliccca  (Walter)  Tubbs.  These  parents  were  New 
Yorkers  l)y  l>irth  and  had  nine  children.  Tlieir 
daughter,  Rebecca,  who  was  liorii  in  1847,  was  the 
Nounaest.  To  our  suliject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  five  children,  namely:  Harry  E.,  Charles  P., 
(Marence  ^V.,  Julia  X.  and  .lames  L. 

Vi'm  Rapids  was  for  one  year  the  home  of  our 
suliject.  and  he  afterward  came  to  Marion  and 
liouglit  the  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  upon  which 
lie  now  resides.  Both  he  and  his  intelligent  com- 
panion are  active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  at  Howell.  "Slv.  Reed  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Bible  Class  of  the  North  ^Marion  Sunday-schofil 
and  a  thorough-going  Sunday-school  man,  being 
the  Secretary  of  the  Livingston  County  Sunday- 
school  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  JLasons,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  principle,  but  on  local  mat- 
ters votes  indeijendently. 

No  work  of  Mr.  Reed's  is  more  worthy  of  con- 
sideration than  what  he    has    done  in  connection 


with  the  schools  of  this  and  adjoining  townships. 
His  years  of  teaching  gave  him  an  insight  into 
the  needs  of  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and  pre- 
pared him  to  understand  lietter  the  duties  of  the 
people  to  the  school.  For  many  years  he  filled 
satisfactorily  the  office  of  Township  School  In- 
spector .and  afterward  Township  Superintendent 
of  Schools.  His  influence  has  ever  been  for  pro- 
gressive methods  and  for  co-operation  between 
school  officers  and  teachers,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  School  Elxaminers  he  has 
been  of  great  service  to  Livingston  County.  He 
been  upon  this  board  for  eight  years  and  for 
three  years  was  their  Secretary  (an  office  which 
corresponds  to  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  other  States),  and  is  still  .acting  as  Township 
School  Insjjector. 

As  a  farmer,  Mr.  Reed  has  devoted  himself 
largely  to  fine  stock  and  fruit.  In  IJSSit  he  bought 
thirteen  registered  Shropshire  slieep  and  has  taken 
much  interest  in  the  development  of  this  branch 
of  stock-raising.  He  now  has  over  twenty  of  this 
breed  and  li.as  sold  some  among  his  neighbors.  In 
1888  he  began  the  raising  of  fruit  and  planted 
one  thousand  peach  trees,  two  hundred  jiear  trees 
and  quite  an  amount  of  small  fruits — in  all  this 
work  showing  liimself  efficient  and  successful. 
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NOCII  SMITH.  Although  having  passed 
the  three-quarter  mile  post  on  the  centen- 
I' — -<  arian  road,  our  subject  is  still  a  very  active 
business  man  in  Fowlerville,  Livingston  County, 
being  a  capitalist  of  large  calil>er,  who  loans  money 
on  farm  or  city  securities,  lieing  himself  a  retired 
farmer.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  having  been 
born  in  Cortland  County,  August  10,  1815,  and 
being  a  son  of  Roliert  and  .\niaty  (Smith)  Smith, 
natives  of  Schoharie  County.  N.  Y.,  and  Rhode 
Island  respectively.  They  were  married  in  the 
first  named  State  in  which  Roliert  Smith  had  been 
reared  as  a  farmer,  there  receiving  his  education. 
Our  subject's  father  eng.aged  in  the  agricultural 
calling  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan,  which  stepLe 
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took  ill  1836,  settling  imiiierliately  at  Wliiti'  Oak. 
Iiigliaiii  Coniitv  and  eiioagiiia'  in  farming.  IIo 
liuilta  log  house  on  the  tract  that  he  took  up  from 
tlie  ( Jovcrnment.  This  was  later  substituted  by  a 
more  siihstaiifial  building  and  tliere  the  parents 
li\e(l  until  their  decease.  The  Deniocratie  party 
received  the  jiolitical  favoi'  of  Uobert  Smith,  that 
harmoiiizlug  with  his  idea  of  personal  right  and 
hlieity.  ( )ui-  subject '.s  i)ateriial  graiulpareiits  were 
Kolieil  and  (irace  Smith.  Tiioy  were  of  English 
birth  and  ancestry  and  came  to  America  jusl 
before  Iht  Revolutionary  War.  which  the  former 
joiiu'd  and  was  appointed  Orderly  Sergeant.  He 
securcil  from  tlie  ( iovcriunent  six  liundred  and 
fiirly  acit's  of  hmd  and  located  tbe  same  in  the 
township  of  Cincinnattus,  Cortland  Couiitv.  X.  \. 
His  children  were  -lolin.  Robei't,  AVilliam.  Ani<in. 
( Jrai-e.  Polly  and  lietsy. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  :\  familv  of 
twelve  children.  Those  now  li\  iiig  are  Enoch. 
.Vrsula.  who  is  now  .Mrs.  Post.  Deli lali.  who  is  now 
.Mr^.  .lewcll,  William  1 1,  and  Willard.  Spendint!'  hi> 
youiigei-  days  on  the  home  farm  our  subject  ic- 
ceived  the  adv;iiitagcs  to  be  enjoyed  at  the  district 
sihools  in  the  vicinity,  lie  remained  at  home  gi\-- 
ing  his  father  his  time  as  was  then  custcmiary  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  after  which  he  came  to 
.Michigan,  arriving  in  the  then  territory  during  tlu' 
uKMitli  of  May,  when  everytliiiig  wasin  its  pristine 
beauty,  lie  located  a  tract  of  land  in  White  Oak 
Township.  Ingham  County  and  then  returned  East 
.■nid  in  Septembei-  of  the  same  year  t'ame  b;ick  to 
Michigan  with  his  ])areiits  and  theii- childr<n.  He 
hn'ated  eighty  acres  for  him.se If  in  the  heavy  tiin- 
l;er  openings,  lirst  building  a  log  house  l()x2(l  feet 
in  dimensions.  This  was  his  home  foi'  about  eiiih- 
leen  yeai's.  although  he  later  erected  a  fine  resi- 
dence with  accessory  buildings,  and  iucrea.sed  his 
farm  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  upon  which 
he  kept  graded  sheep,  blooded  horses  and  cows. 

.Mr.  Smith  continued  to  reside  on  his  beautiful 
farm  until  1HH8,  when  he  removed  to  Fowlerville. 
where  he  owns  .some  property.  He  liought  a  resi- 
dence on  (irand  Hivei-  Street  and  now  makes  his 
home  there.  He  owns  a  fine  store  building  and  is 
now  erecting  a  double  brick  block  for  stores.  He 
also  owns  other  land  in  Livingston  Coniitv.  While 


still  engaged  in  farming  he  was  elected  to  sevei'al 
otticial  positions.  He  was  .lustice  of  the  l\-ace  for 
se\-cn  years  and  Assessor  and  Constable,  holding  all 
the  school  offices  given  in  this  county. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  1840 
to  .AHss  Caroline  Wright.  She  did  not,  however, 
live  long  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  their  domestic 
life.  By  a  second  marri.age  lie  was  united  to  Miss 
Sarah  .1.  Wright  of  I'liadilla,  Livingston  County. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  ^\'altel■  and  Hannah  (Hub- 
bard) Wright,  natives  of  ( )noii<iaga  County,  N.  V., 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  18r)0.at  which  time  they 
.settled  in  I'nadilla.  The  tathcr  was  a  farmer  and 
he  and  his  wife  continued  their  resider  ■  .'it  the 
place  that  they  at  tii'st  located  upon  until  their  de- 
cease. They  had  a  family  of  ten  childien.  They 
are  in  order  of  liirth  as  follows:  Betsey  .\..  l>ydia, 
Lavina,  William.  T.,yiiiaii,  James,  Dennis.  Daniel, 
she.  who  is  now  Mrs.  Smith,  and  Walter.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat  and  both  he  and  his  wife  with 
>omc  of  their  chihiren  were  nu'inbers  of  the  .Meth- 
<i<list  Episcopal  Church. 

Of  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject h:is  been  father,  nine  .are  now  li\iiig.  having 
attained  manhood  and  womanhood  and  holding 
high  and  lumorabh'  |)ositions  wherever  their  lots 
are  ca.st.  They  .are  Frank,  Mary,  .\lice,  Burt. 
Belle.  Homer.  Hortoii,  Floyd  ami  Ford.  I'r.ank 
married  Mi.ss  Agnes  Bakewell  and  is  the  father  of 
three  children — Yaple.  Temple  and  a  little  one 
who  is  not  yet  named.  Mary  marriccl  Mi.  (;.  II. 
.Mclntyre  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
(Uciiii,  Ethel.  Benjamin  L.  and  Florence.  .Vliie  is 
now  Mrs.  Stowe  and  has  two  children — ll.izel  .'ind 
Claude.  Bui-t  married  Millie  Carpenter.  Belle  i> 
now  .Mrs.  Laughlin.  Homer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hattie  Bliss  and  is  the  father  of  tw(. 
children — Blissanda  bab\-  not  yet  named,  llorton 
i--  the  husband  of  Miss  Ma\'  Wood;  they  arc  the 
jiarenls  of    one  cliild — ISlanclie. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  take  pleasure  in  here 
yiving  a  sketch  belongs  to  the  Prohibitionist 
party,  feeling  that  the  principles  that  that  party 
holdsare  the  ones  that  tend  nutst  to  the  purity  and 
long  .standing  of  our  Government.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  M.asonic 
fraternit\'.  In  theircliurch  relations  he  and  his  wifi- 
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licldiiii-  1(1  tin-  Mi'thodist  Episcopal  denoiniiialinii 
of  whicli  1)(>(1,\  hei.- (lue  tif  the  Trustees  nt  Parkers" 
C'onieis  ill  loseo  'I'uwnsliii).  'SU:  Sniitli  lias  aeeii- 
iiiulated  a  liaii<ls<iiiie  foitiiiie  liy  liis  |inidenee  and 
foresiolit.  lie  has  a  vi^•id  reeolleetioii  oC  tlie  dis- 
advantaiies  of  pioneer  life,  of  the  days  wlieii  he  was 
oliliged  to  ud  to  Dexter,  a  distance  of  twenty-tive 
iiiik's  from  his  lioiiie  tomarlvet.  lie  also  reiiieinhers 
when  it  was  nothino-  to  boast  of  to  kill  several 
deer.  Althoiiuh  sufferiii"-  many  of  the  illCon^■elli- 
enees  ineideiit  to  that  time  in  a  new  eoiintiy  he 
sa\s  he  has  never  seen  the  time  when  he  went  to 
lied  hungry  and  has  always  had  suttieient  elothinsi 
to  keep  hiu\self  eomfortafple.  as  any  man  might 
who  was  williiiii'  to  work. 


f(__,  ON.  FRANK  r..  .lOlINSOX.  .Mayor  of  the 
i]  eapital  city,  is  one  of  the  most  pi-ominenl 
retail  gideers  in  Central  Miehigan.  having 
l(CS  also  a  wholesale  department  of  fruits  and 
oysters.  Although  he  is  one  of  the  liusiest  of  men 
in  his  own  line  of  business,  he  is  loyal  to  his  otHcial 
duties,  and  gives  generously  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion in  that  directi<iii. 

Mavoi'  •lohnsoii,  whose  portrait  appeals  on  the 
o)iposite  (lage,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  being  boiii 
A|iril  21.  Is.Vi.  lie  is  a  son  of  Daniel  1!.  .lohnsun. 
who  was  one  of  the  early  jiioneers  in  this  vicinity, 
eoming  here  in  184H  from  Tompkins  County,  N. 
v.,  which  was  his  birth pl.Mce  and  early  home.  'IMiere 
he  married  in  liisyoungmanhood  days  MissKlmiua 
'I'opping.  With  her  as  a  eomiianion  and  helimiate 
he  came  West  and  entered  a  farm  just  north  of  tln' 
town,  it  being  partially  cleared,  lie  continued  to 
live  there  until  IMtJO.  and  the  old  farm  place  was 
also  the  place  of  nativity  of  our  subject. 

Soon  after  the  birth  of  our  subject,  his  father 
purchased  one  hun<lred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
within  the  city  limits  of  Lansing,  and  remox'ed 
with  his  family  upon  the  place.  He  continued 
farming  until  IHKl.wiieii  he  retired  from  active 
life,   delerniiiiing   to  enjoy   his   latter  days   in    the 


serenity  of  peace  and  freedom  from  business  cares. 
His  wife  still  survi\es  and  is  hisloxinu  conilianion 
in  the  afternoon  of  life.  Frank  I>.  .lohnson  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lan- 
sing,' hiiishing  at  the  Agricultural  College,  after 
which  lie  took  a  course  in  the  business  college  at 
(Jrand  Ra|)ids.  Soon  afterward  he  commenced 
operating  in  small  fruits  and  .-i  \iiieyard.  and 
continued  thus  engagcil  for  ten  years.  He  then 
launched  into  his  pj-esent  luisincss  at  his  present 
location,  and  has  contiiiui'd  siiecessfuUy  >\er  since. 
Prior  to  his  election  to  the  .Mayoialty.  our  sub- 
ject was  elected  Aldeiinan  from  the  Sixth  Ward, 
and  served  for  four  years,  beginning  hi>  term  in 
1881.  In  18;i0  his  popularity  as  a  man  and  the 
confidence  that  is  reiKised  in  him  as  a  public  ser- 
vant, was  evinced  by  his  election  as  ^Mayor.  In 
18;M  he  was  re-elected  and  holds  the  otHce  at  the 
present  time,  discharging  the  executive  function  in 
a  manner  that  is  highly  creditable  to  himself  and 
to  the  city. 

'Sir.  .lohnson  wa>  married  Decembei-  2(1.  1883,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Overholt,  of  \'evay  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  ,Mrs,  .lohnson  i>  :\  prepossessing, 
agreeable  and  cultured  lady,  wlio  is  devoted  toiler 
family,  but  who  is  thoroughly  <  (inversant  with  the 
to|)ics  of  the  times,  and  t\>nd  of  the  best  class  of 
literature,  and  appreciative  of  fine  art.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters.  Franc  and  Florence, 
Politically  Mr.  .lohnson  is  a  stanch  •■iiid  intlueiitial 
Democrat. 


(»1IN  BrKN'Fyri'.  it  i>  with  genuine  \iU-.\:- 
ure  that  the  biograplier  takes  u|)  the  tlieme 
of  a  life  which  has  blossomed  into  success 
V^if  and  broad  achievements  although  the  clouds 
of  adversity  and  hardship  gathered  over  its  incej)- 
tioii.  When  one  sees  a  man  of  character  and  abil- 
itv  in  (lossession  of  an  elegant  home  and  farm,  en- 
jovinga  just  meed  of  intluence  and  standing  in  llie 
comniunity,  and  knows  that  he  has  reached  this 
point  from  a  boyhood  which  promised  nothing 
exe*')'!    Ihroiiirh    his   own    riglil    IimihI    .-ind    sturdy 
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heart,  it  is  a  pleasure  also  to  record  that  that  bo}'- 
hood  was  marked  by  acts  of  unflinching  industry 
and  brave  self  denial  for  tlie  sake  of  a  mother  and 
sisters,  and  that  his  success  is  not  due  to  having 
wronged  others  or  disregarded  the  claims  of  a 
coniHion  liumanity. 

Onr  sul)ject  was  born  September  14,  1H30,  in 
IMonroe  County.  X.  Y.  His  father.  Nelson  Burnett, 
:i  blacksmith  by  trade,  who  made  his  home  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  died  in  1844,  leaving  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Foreman,  in 
•  destitute  circumstances  so  that  the  boj*  of  fourteen 
naturally  became  the  main  stay  of  the  family.  She 
is  now  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  and  Iiaving  been 
a  professing  Cliristian  since  she  was  a  girl  of  nine- 
teen, can  look  back  with  gratitude  over  a  long  ex- 
perience of  the  goodness  of  God  who  has  carried 
lier  triumphantly  through  her  days  of  trial.  Her 
early  church  connection  was  with  the  Free  Presby- 
terians, but  she  is  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Eight  of  her  nine  children  are 
still  living  to  cheer  her  later  and  declining  years. 
The  ancestry  of  this  family  is  of  Holland  stock  and 
can  be  traced  back  for  many  generations. 

Our  subject  liad  his  birth  in  the  village  of  East 
Rush,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  went  to 
live  with  an  uncle  who  died  about  the  same  time 
that  the  father  of  the  boy  passed  away,  so  that  the 
little  fellow  was  now  really  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  and  began  to  work  for  neighboring  far- 
mers, receiving  ^^7  per  month  for  his  work.  He 
continued  thus  for  four  years  and  then  spent  two 
years  on  the  railroad,  where  he  was  foreman  and 
received  good  pa}'.  He  witnessed  some  pretty 
lively  times  during  this  period,  as  railroading 
alw.ays  brings  with  it  a  rush  and  bustle  of  excite- 
ment wlueh  to  a  farmer  boy  opens  a  new  vista. 
During  all  this  time  he  faithfully  sent  home  his 
earnings  for  the  support  of  his  mother  and  sisters, 
excei)t  what  he  absolutely  needed  for  clothes  and 
schooling,  which  he  considered  ecjually  the  necessi- 
ties of  life. 

The  young  man  came  to  Michigan  in  18.54,  and 
worked  for  five  years  at  a  good  salary  for  Gov, 
Kiiig.>ley  S.  Bingham,  who  was  a  United  States 
Seua'.or  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  was  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  during  that  period.     In  1861  he 


purchased  his  present  farm  on  section  6,  Green  Oak 
Township.  This  was  then  all  wild  land,  he  had  to 
cut  down  trees  and  grub  out  roots  to  make  a  spot 
for  his  garden,  and  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  fence 
around  the  entire  farm  before  he  could  raise  a  crop, 
as  the  land  all  around  him  was  vacant  and  wild 
game  was  too  plentiful  for  crojjs  to  be  left  in  safety 
to  their  tender  mercies.  He  split  every  rail  that 
was  used  upon  his  farm  and  built  a  log  house,  and 
his  only  team  for  three  years  was  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  the  proud  pos- 
sess()r  of  a  horse.  He  paid  $10  an  acre  for  his 
land,  for  which  he  h.as  since  refused  $6(1. 

The  happy  marriage  into  wliieh  he  entered  on 
the  7th  of  .lanuary,  1861,  united  him  with  Miss 
Margaret  Hawthorne,  a  native  of  County  Down, 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  with  her  father, 
Edward  Hawthorne,  in  1857.  The\'  made  their 
home  in  Brighton.  The  mother  having  previously 
died,  in  1840,  nnd  the  father,  who  was  a  linen 
weaver  by  trade  lived  until  the  year  of  1884. 

Our  subject  was  reared  a  Whig  but  was  one  of 
the  fii'st  to  join  the  Republican  ranks  soon  after 
the  organization  of  the  party,  and  trained  under 
the  banner  of  Gov.  Bingliani.  Both  he  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Piesby- 
terian  Church  at  Brighton.  He  raises  excellent 
stock  and  makes  a  specialty-  of  Shropshire  lambs. 
He  has  ninety-seven  acres  of  land  which  he  li.as 
himself  cleared  and  improved. 


l,OBERT  C.  MARSHALL.  The  owner  of 
the  finely-cultivated  tract  of  land  on  sec- 
tions 33  and  34,  Unadilla  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  is  he  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  son  of  Archibald 
and  Margaret  M.  (C'raig)  Marshall,  both  natives  of 
Scotland,  the  former  a  weaver  by  trade.  Tliey  were 
married  in  their  native  land,  and  there  resided 
until  1833,  when  they  came  to  America  and  .settled 
at  Tarry ville,  Conn.,  remaining  there  until  1838. 
Thence  they  removed   to  Jlichigan  and  settled  on 
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tilt'  farm  which  our  suliject  now  owns.  At  first  it 
comprised  hut  tifty-six  ac-res  of  wild  laud.  .Vichi- 
liald  IMar.^hall  here  liuilt  a  small  frame  house  aud 
liejj'an  the  work  of  tillina'  the  .soil,  it  beiui;  his  (irst 
agricultural  experience. 

Either  our  sul)jeet's  father  was  endowed  with 
extraordinary  ability  as  a  farmer  or  nature  smiled 
ujion  his  efforts,  for  lieiiiiiniui;  with  so  little,  he 
w.is  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  iiood  land 
before  his  death,  and  had  one  liundred  and  fifty 
acres  under  cultivation.  lie  died  in  istiti.  at  the 
asi'e  of  sixty-six  years.  His  wife,  our  suliject's 
mother,  pas.sed  away  in  1S83,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  ehildicn. 
two  only  living  at  the  present  time.  The  religious 
training  received  by  our*subject  in  his  youth  was 
that  of  the  ]'i-esb\-terian  t'hurch.his  jiareuts  being 
memliers  of  that  body,  the  father  being  a  lilieral 
>ui)poi-ter  of  gospel  work.  Politically  he  was  an 
active  Keiniblican.  and  his  judgment  was  recog- 
nized as  sujierior  in  the  county  in  governmental 
affairs.  In  l.s.")9  he  was  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
shi])  of   Inadilla. 

.Vlthough  i)hysicall\-  a  small  man.  of  delicate 
mold,  Archibald  Marshall  was  a  success  as  a 
farmei-;  not  that  he  euiployed  so  much  physical 
sti-engh  in  his  work,  rather  bi'inging  fine  manage- 
ment to  his  aid  in  carrying  on  his  farm.  He  gave 
his  children  the  best  jiossible  educational  advant- 
ages that  could  be  obtained, especially  the  younger 
ime.s.  Our  subject  was  born  .luly  29.1833.  The 
place  of  his  nativity  wa>  in  Connecticut,  and  he 
was  born  shortly  after  the  family  arrived  in  Amer- 
ica, lie  was  five  years  old  when  his  parents  came 
to  Michigan,  lie  distinctly  remembers  the  Iii- 
dian^  and  the  plenitude  of  game,  both  large  and 
>uiall.  Ilis  ])aieiits  were  very  ]iooi-  on  coming 
here,  and  had  to  borrow  money  to  liuy  Hour, 
pork.  etc. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  a  meagre 
district-school  education,  begiuniug  to  help  on  the 
farm  as  soon  as  he  could  do  anything.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-six  years  of  age.  iu 
the  winters  working  out  liy  the  day.  In  18.')'.l  Mr. 
.Marshall  started  for  I'ike's  Peak,  a  part\-  of  eight 
>ettin;i  out  with  one  team.  About  one  hundred 
miles   west    of    Ft.    Keaniev    tlicv     joined    a     larye 


train  and  went  through  to  Placerville,  C  al..  it  tak- 
ing tive  months  to  make  the  tri]).  Our  subject 
started  out  for  woj'k  on  the  middle  fork  of  the 
.Unerican  River,  and  there  worked  for  a  compan\' 
at  ><;")(i  per  month  aud  his  board,  remaining  witli 
them  for  two  months,  at  which  time  he  .-ict  out  to 
work  for  hiuiself  and  did  very  well.  In  the  spring 
he  went  to  X'irginia  City,  Xev..  and  was  there  en- 
gaged ill  mining  for  four  years.  It  was  a  success- 
ful trip  hnancially,  and  our  subject  came  back  to 
home  with  an  enlarged  experience  and  riclicr  in 
l)ocket. 

In   1866    .\lr.  .Marshall  united  his  late    for   better 
or  worse  with  that  of   AIis<  Belle  Barrett,  a  daugh- 
ter of  M'illiam    Barrett,  an    Knglishinan,  who    later 
became    a    resident    of  this    State.      Mrs.   .Marshall 
was  born  in  1816.  and  died   in  August.  1X8(1.     .She 
was  the  mother  of  two   children — AVilliam  B.  atul 
Frederick.    The  oldest  son  w-as  married  to  Sarah  L. 
Hopkins,  and  resides  on  the  farm   with   his   father; 
he  is  the  ]iareiit  of  <jne   child.      In    October,  1883. 
Mr.  .Marshall  again  married,  his    liride    being   Miss 
Betsey  Denton,  a  daughter  of  David  .s.  and   Laura 
(Hunt)  Denton,  the  former  a  native  of  Xew  Vork, 
and   the   latter   of   Mas.saclui.setts.     David    Denton 
came  to  Michigan  in   1836.  and  settled  at  .Vim    .Vr- 
bor.     His  marriage  occurred  here  when  he  and  his 
wife  located  in  I'nadilla  Township,  on  .section  33, 
after  it  had  been    slightly    improved.      He    died   in 
1 8K-2.  at  the  age  of  sixty-,seven  years.     3Irs.  Den- 
ton still  survives  at  the   .age   of  seventy-six   vears. 
and  makes  her  home  with    her  daughter.  >frs.  .Mar- 
shall, who  is  one    of  six  children,  Unw    of  whom 
are  living.      .Mrs.  ^larsliall  was  born    Februar\-    13. 
18  Is.  on  the  old  homestead.      She   receiv'ed  a  gtiod 
education  and  spent  (nie  year  at  the  Yji-silanti  Nor- 
mal School.     The    union    of  our    subject   and    his 
liresent  wife  has  not  been  bles.sed  with    i.ssue.      Mr. 
Marshall    owns    three    hundred    and   one   acres  of 
land,  one    liun<1red    and    lifty    acres    of  which     is 
under  culti\atioii.      He  devotes  himself  to  general 
farming,  and  keeps  a  high   grade   of  stock.     Tlieii' 
rhiirch    relations   are    of  the    Methodist  Kijiscopal 
denomination.     .Sociallx     <iui-    subject    has   been   :i 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
.and  the  Alasonic  frateniit\  :   he  also  belongs  to  the 
(iood  Tcmpl.-iis.      l-;vcr   k'cenly    iuterest(>d    in    poH, 
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tics,  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  For  many  years 
he  lias  been  an  advocate  of  temperance  principles. 
Mr.  ^larshall's  many  friends  regret  that  for  the 
past  four  years  he  has  Ijeen  a  great  sufferer  from 
ill  health.  The  owner  of  a  finely  improved  farm, 
he  has  added  to  its  value  by  thorough  undcrdrain- 
ing  and  adding  extra  buildings. 


r^ 


'REDERICK  MATHER.  All  the  nearest 
^  and  dearest  associations  of  a  lifetime  are, 
for  our  suliject,  connected  with  the  .State 
in  which  he  resides  and  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  has  been  spent  upon  the  farm  of  which  he  is 
now  proprietor.  It  is  located  on  sections  19  and 
20,  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  and 
comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty-flve  acres  of 
very  fine  arable  land.  Mr.  Mather  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  in  1835.  He  is  the 
son  of  Calvin  and  Marilla  (Newcomb)  Mather, 
natives  of  New  Yorii  and  Pennsylvania  respec- 
tively and  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1833  as  pio- 
neers, settling  in  the  township  of  Scio,  Washtenaw 
County,  where  they  were  among  the  first  to  find 
their  wa.v  through  the  forests  to  a  habitable  place 
in  that  county. 

When  our  subject's  pareiits  came  to  this  State 
the  present  beautiful  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  which 
justly  takes  such  pride  in  its  hotels  and  fine  build- 
ings as  well  as  its  magnificent  colleges,  at  that  time 
boasted  only  a  log  house  which  served  as  an  hotel, 
so  that  their  fii-st  impression  of  the  country  was  at 
least  not  misleading.  They  knew  what  they  must 
expect  and  were  brave  enougli  to  face  the  inevit- 
able with  the  determination  only  to  conquer  all 
difficulties.  In  1854  they  removed  to  this  town- 
ship and  county  and  settled  on  the  farm  which 
(heir  son  now  operates.  There  they  lived  until 
their  decease,  the  father  passing  away  in  1885;  the 
motlier,  in  1872. 

Realizing  the  importance  of  good  thoroughfares 
Mr.  Mather,  Sr.  as  a  man  of  advanced  ideas  upon 
the  subject,  was  appointed  to  the  resjwnsible  posi- 
tion of  Road   Commissioner  and  maintained  that 


place  for  many  years.  He  was  also  Township 
Treasurer.  The  Democratic  principles  of  "Uncle 
Cal",  as  lie  was  generally  called  by  his  friends 
were  of  the  most  pronounced  type.  He  was  a 
stanch  believer  in  the  sovereign  rights  of  State 
and  the  red  ta|)e  em])loyed  in  monopolies  and 
trades  unions  of  the  present  day  is  enough  to 
make  the  loyal  old  gentleman  turn  over  in  his 
grave.  He  was  known  and  respected  by  all  in  the 
county  as  a  man  of  strong  personal  charm  as  well 
as  sterling  worth.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandsire 
was  .Tosiah  Mather,  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  the  East- 
ern States  and  his  father  was  a  gentleman  of  the 
cloth — the  Rev.  Moses  Mather,  a  native  of  England 
and  a  representative  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
which  his  son  .losiah  was  a  Deacon  and  to  whom 
belongs  the  credit  and  honor  of  having  founded 
the  Ogden  Cliurcli  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  IXavid  and 
Polly  (Price)  Newcomb,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  a  drover  by  calling  and  served  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing  received 
his  education  in  his  native  county.  Practically  he 
was  educated  as  a  farmer.  He  came  to  this  i)lace 
with  his  parents  and  has  ever  sijice  lived  on  the 
old  homestead.  Of  six  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents five  only  are  now  living.  They  are  in  order 
of  birth  Frances,  who  is  now  Mrs.  .Judd;  our  suli- 
ject; Wesley  N.,  who  died  during  the  war;  .lane, 
whose  present  name  is  Mrs.  Church;  Ellen  now  Mrs. 
Culver  and  Harriet,  who  married  a  Mr.  Richter. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  useful  and  impoitant 
member  of  society  in  Handy  Township.  There  is, 
however,  one  direction  in  wliicli  he  has  failed  to 
observe  Scriptural  advice,  and  that  is  that  it  is  not 
good  for  man  to  be  alone. 

Devoting  himself  to  general  agriculture  Mr. 
Mather  p.iys  special  attention  to  the  raising  of 
cattle,  sliet^p  and  hogs.  His  farm  is  a  very  beauti- 
ful example  of  what  agricultural  life  may  be  .in 
the  fertile  lands  of  the  Wolverine  State.  Having 
no  family  of  his  own  the  interests  of  our  subject 
are  naturally  much  bound  up  in  those  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters.  His  youngest  sister  Harriet 
previous  to  her  marriage  taught  school  for  some 
time,  having  been  carefully  educated  and  fitted  for 
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the  work.  She  now  has  a  vei-y  happy  home  in 
which  are  three  children — Floyd,  Gladys  and 
Frederick.  The  last  named  is  eiigaoed  as  a  teacher, 
and  Floyd,  who  is  a  fine  musician  with  an  unusual 
amount  of  natural  talent,  is  engaged  in  teaching 
that  beautiful  art.  Mr.  blather's  family-  are  among 
the  best  of  the  county,  ranking  high  both  socially 
and  from  a  monetary  stand[)Oint.  They  lia\e 
good,  substantial  buildings  upon  their  place  and 
a  beautiful  orchard  that  j'ields  an  abundant  crop 
of  fruit. 


■^  '  ^  *;  't'  ^'  ■' 


flt_^  ON.  AUGUSTUS  F.  FERGUSON  was  born 
^'^  May  .3,  1847.  in  the  township  of  Delhi, 
Ingham  County,  where  he  s()ent  the  first 
[K^J  twenty-four  years  of  his  life.  \'\)  to  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  engaged  in  working  on  his 
father's  farm  and  in  attending  the  district  school, 
Init  when  he  liad  reached  that  age  he  attended 
Prof.  Olds'  Academy  at  Lansing,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine  for  two  years  in 
the  capital  city  with  Dr.  li.  F.  Bailey.  He  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  in  the  winter  of  ]8f)8- 
69  at  the  University  of  ^Michigan  and  became 
thoroughly  prejiared  for  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Our  subject  first  located  at  Okemos,  where  he 
practiced  for  a  while  before  entering  the  Michigan 
Homeopathic  College  at  Lansing  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1872.  Re- 
turning to  Okemos  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  six  years  after  finishing  his 
medical  studies  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
Ijrother,  .T.  AV.  Ferguson,  jNI.  D.,  who  had  just  grad- 
uated from  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  College  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  happy 
union  and  the  brothers  continued  together  until 
1881).  Dr.  Ferguson  has  always  had  a  Itent  for 
political  life,  lieing  an  enthusiastic  Democrat.  In 
1889  he  was  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
for  Representative  to  the  Legislature  and  was  elec- 
ted by  a  large  m.ajority,  running  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  his  own  town- 


ship. During  the  first  session  of  his  legislative 
career  he  introduced  thirteen  bills,  the  majority  of 
which  became  laws.  Among  the  number  was  the 
anti-trust  bill,  which  had  for  its  object  the  preven- 
tic>n  of  combination  by  any  two  or  more  individ- 
uals for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  price  of  any 
commodity,  excepting  therefrom  farm  products. 

Dr.  Ferguson's  etticient  work  in  the  interest  of 
the  agricultural  class  made  him  appreciated  by  his 
constituency  and  he  was  re-nominated  for  a  second 
term  and  was  elected  by  an  increased  majority. 
During  the  session  of  1891,  Mr.  Ferguson  intro- 
duced seventeen  bills  and  two  joint  resolutions, 
among  which  was  a  bill  providing  fc>r  a  unif(irniity 
of  text  botiks  in  the  public  schools,  and  a  medical 
bill  to  raise  the  standard  of  medical  education, also 
a  bill  to  consolidate  the  boards  of  penal  institutions 
of  the  State,  reducing  the  number  from  thirty-two 
to  eight,  a  l)ill  making  ijrovision  for  the  Bertillion 
system  for  the  identification  of  criminals,  one  to 
provide  a  signal  in  all  i)laces  where  the  railroad 
tr.ack  is  obscured  and  one  changing  the  test  of 
kerosene  oil  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees 
"flash  test"  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees  "fire 
test."  It  is  estimated  that  this  last-named  bill  will 
save  the  people  of  Michigan  aljout  $300,000  a  year 
and  at  the  same  time  secure  them  a  better  grade  of 
oil. 

A\'hile  Dr.  Ferguson  was  a  legislator,  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  on  several  important  committees 
and  was  tendered  the  chairmanship  tA  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ways  and  ]\Ieans,  the  nifist  impoi-tant  |)osi- 
tion  of  the  House,  but  declined.  He  was,  howcxer. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Puljlie  Health  and 
also  on  the  CcMumittee  of  Municipal  Corporations, 
Upper  Peninsula  ^Mining  Schools,  !Mines  and 
Minerals  and  Northern  ^Vsylums.  He  has  .alwiiys 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  leaders  of  his  party 
in  Ingham  County. 

Dr.  Ferguson  was  ha|)i)ily  married  in  1871  to 
Miss  Kate  Hammond,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  W. 
Hammond,  a  prominent  physician  of  !Mason,  this 
State.  Two  children  have  blest  this  union — 
Charles,  who  is  a  promising  youth  of  fifteen  years 
of  age, and  Robert,  a  meriy  lad  of  five  years.  Dr. 
Ferguson  is  a  memlier  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance 
and  is  proud  of  belonging  to  the  Agricultural  fra- 
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ternity.  IIo  is  the  owner  of  two  t'ainis.  one  com- 
jirisinii' one  liundied  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
lij,  and  one  of  forty  acres  on  section  33,  in  Meridian 
Township.  These  farms  are  well  improved  and 
nsed  principally  for  stock-raising.  In  jjartnership 
with  his  l)rotlier,  he  is  interested  in  raising  stand- 
ard-bred trotting  horses.  They  haye  a  private 
one-half  mile  track  on  whicli  their  horses  are 
trained.  Dr.  Ferguson  owns  twenty-seven  well-bred 
animals  and  is  also  interested  with  his  brother  in 
several  more.  He  also  lias  a  half  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  of  .loiin  Ferguson  ct  Sons 
of  ( )kenios  and  strange  to  say  finds  time  in  which  to 
engage  in  the  practice  of  ids  jjrofession  in  which 
he  has  gained  an  enviable  rcpntalion. 

Our  subject  comes  from  a  family  of  Scotch  <le- 
scent.  His  father,  .John  Ferguson,  who  is  a  retired 
farmer  and  merchant,  was  bom  iii  Ontario.  Canada, 
in  1816,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  al)Out 
twenty-two  years  old.  He  located  in  Delhi  Town- 
slii])  in  1841  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  the 
county.  He  has  passed  through  all  the  hardslii[)s 
incident  to  pioneer  life,  but  has  l)een  pi'ospered  in 
Inisiuess.  He  has  been  honored  by  election  to 
various  township  oHices  and  is  well  known  in  Ing- 
ham County.  His  father,  also  named  Jolin,  was  a 
native,  of  Vermont  and  was  born  in  1740.  He 
removed  to  Canada  in  an  early  day.  lloljert.  tlie 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native 
of  ^'ermont,  but  went  to  Canada. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ferguson 
appears  in  connection  with  tliis  notice. 


3^ 


*^^^S 


/^  HARLES  A.  HOLLIS'J'EK.  To  be  the  son 
III  .,  of  a  pioneer  is  considered  an  honorable  dis- 
^Vwi''  tinction  in  Livingston  County,  and  when 
that  pioneer  was  one  who  built  up  the  community 
along  educational  and  religious  lines,  and  thus  did 
effective  work  for  all  who  came  within  the  sphere 
of  his  influence,  it  is  an  added  cause  for  congrat- 
ulation. The  Rev.  Algernon  S.  Hollister,  who  was  a 
native  of  A'ermont,  born  January  28,  1796.  was  an 
Episcopal  minister  and  a  scholarly  man.  who  at  an 


early  day  established  a  select  school  in  Troy,  Oak- 
land County. 

Archibald  Ilollistei-,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  was  descended  from  John  Hollister  of 
England,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1742. 
His  son  Algernon  entered  the  ministry  aljout  the 
year  1823,  and  was  one  of  the  early  missionary 
clei-gymeu  of  JMichigan,  coming  hither  in  1835  and 
locating  in  the  town  of  Troy.  In  1845  he  removed 
to  Green  Oak  'l^ownshij),  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  January  4,  1856.  His  beloved  and  faithful 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Annie  Tc.tII. 
survived  him  for  many  years  and  die<l  in  188.")  a  I 
the  age  of  eighty-foui'. 

Our  subject,  who  was  lioru  Fcliruary  7,  1825,  at 
Paris  Hill,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  is  the  third  child 
in  a  family  of  fiye  sons  and  two  daughters,  six  of 
whom  are  still  living.  He  was  ten  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Michigan  and  has  therefore 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  Wolverine  State  and 
received  his  education  fiist  in  the  village  school 
of  Troy  and  afterward  in  his  father's  select  school, 
where  were  educated  a  number  of  men  who  have 
since  become  leaders  in  Michigan.  He  remained 
in  .school  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  after 
which  he  taught  six  terms  and  it  was  in  1847 
when  he  i)urchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides 
ini  section  li).  (ireen  Oak  Township,  this  county, 
which  had  then  only  abont  seven  acres  cleared 
of  the  primeval  forest. 

The  bride  whom  Mr.  Hollister  took  to  his  home 
in  June,  1850,  was  Eliza  J.  Miller,  of  Troy  Tow)i- 
shii),  Oakland  County,  and  after  marriage  the 
young  couple  settled  upon  the  farm  which  is  still 
the  family  home.  Since  that  time  there  has  been 
steady  progress  in  the  condition  of  this  property 
and  hard  work  has  been  done  upon  it.  It  is  now 
entirely  free  from  liinl)er  with  the  exceijtion  of 
fifty  acres,  and  i^  in  w  highly  improved  condition. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Hollister  consider  the  children  who 
liave  blessed  their  home  as  the  richest  blessings 
which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  them,  and  the  only 
clouds  that  ha\-c  rested  upon  this  family  have 
been  through  the  death  of  two  of  its  members. 
The  oldest  daughter.  Marietta,  is  now  the  wife  of 
llu'icit  Twitchell,  .■!  farmer  in  Ibimburg  Pownshiii; 
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Millard  went  West  in  1875  and  died  at  Boise 
City.  Idaho;  .To.«eph  JI.  also  went  West  in  1881 
and  located  in  the  same  eitv.  where  he  is  now 
established  in  Inisiness;  Annie  has  passed  from 
earth;  Ilattie  married  Walter  J.  Scott,  and  lives  in 
Salem.  ]\Iich.;  and  Bessie  and  Crace  are  still  \indcr 
the  parental  roof. 

Tlie  political  record  of  Mr.  Ilollister  has  been 
along  natural  lines,  as  he  was  first  a  Whig  aiid 
easily  drifted  into  the  Republican  party,  and  as  he 
has  always  been  most  earnest  in  his  advocacy  of 
temperance  movements,  he  has  now  become  a  Pro- 
hibilionist.  He  has  lield  various  minor  offices 
within  tlie  gift  of  the  people  of  his  township,  and 
botli  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  efficient  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Churcli  at  Hamburg.  Upon 
his  two  hnndred  and  seven  acres  of  land  he  raises 
almost  all  kinds  of  stock  and  is  successful  in  all 
liis  undertakings.  His  .alnlity  and  character  .are 
such  as  to  earn  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of 
all    who   know    him. 


^>-^^<i 


(r!>^     . 
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i'EV.  ALFRED  ALLEN.  In  nothing  dots 
the  thoughtful  biographer  take  more  pleas- 
ure than  in  recounting  the  life  story  of  a 
venerable  minister  of  the  cross  who  has  done 
pioneer  service  in  the  interest  of  humanity  and 
Ciiristianity  and  is  now  patiently  waiting  for  the 
great  change  which  will  t.ake  him  to  his  reward. 
Among  the  citizens  of  AVilliamstown  Township, 
Ingham  County,  we  are  gratified  to  recount  the 
history  of  this  .aged  minister  of  the  ^lethodisl 
Churcli  and  n  member  of  the  Detroit  conference, 
whose  name  we  have  just  given. 

Dr.  Samuel  C.  ^VUen.  the  father  of  our  subject. 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  when  (luile  young 
went  to  Pennsylvania  and  w-as  there  united  in 
marriage  with  .Juli.a  Ann  Kicking.  Unto  them  were 
born  eleven  childien  namely:  Alfred.  Amanda, 
C'atherine,  Pennington,  .lames  P..  Sarah.  Elizalieth. 
(ieorge  .V.,  Samuel.  I'rankliu  and  John  A\". 

In  1831  the  parents  of  our  subject  cflme  to  Mich- 


igan and  settled  in  Macomb  County,  where  wolves, 
deer  and  bears  .abounded.  J)r.  Allen  .settled  on  a 
farm  but  as  he  desired  to  continue  practicing  his 
profession  for  which  he  had  been  educated  in  Pliil- 
adelphia.  he  removed  to  Park-ston,  Oakland  County, 
where  for  a  number  of  yeai's  he  enjoyed  an  excel- 
lent practice.  He  made  his  final  lumie  at  Byron. 
Shiawassee  County,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
and  were  deeplj-  mourned  esjiecially  by  their  co- 
Laborers  in  the  Methodist  Episcojial  Church,  to 
which  they  had  long  belonged.  He  was  a  .Master 
IMason  and  highly  honored  in  his  order. 

Alfred  Allen  w.as  born  February  S,  181'.).  in 
Brandywine  Township,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and 
in  his  childhood  wandered  upon  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  stream  foi-  which  this  township  was 
named.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  lie  came  to 
^Ii(!higan  wliere  he  received  a  common -school  ed- 
ucation and  after  reaching  his  majority  he  began 
work  as  a  local  minister.  He  also  taught  in  the 
district  schools  and  in  1843  w.as  received  on  trial 
in  Conference,  becoming  a  memlier  of  that  liody 
two  years  later.  Ills  lirst  circuit  was  in  Flint  Cir- 
cuit, Genesee  Ci)uiily.  and  from  lliere  he  went  to 
White  Lake. 

In  1852oursubject  located  at  Ann  Arbor,where  he 
attended  a  course  of  medical  lectures,  <as  his  own  fra- 
ilty of  health  had  led  him  to  an  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject. Having  regained  his  health  he  resumed  the 
ministry  in  1856, and  followed  it  until  1877  when  he 
made  his  home  in  Williamstown  and  engaged  in 
the  hai'dware  business,  hi  l88U  he  sold  out  his 
business  to  'Sir.  Charles  Williams  having  previously 
parted  with  his  farm  of  forty  acri's.  He  now  owns 
a  fine  residence  on  High  Siicet  in  Williamstown. 

The  niarriiige  of  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  in  1841)  united 
him  with  the  lady  of  his  choice,  who  has  lieeii 
through  life  his  true  companion  and  helpmate. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Louisa  J.  Hart  well  and  her 
father  was  .T.  M.  Hartwell  for  whom  llai-twellville, 
Shiawassee  County,  was  named.  ()iie  child  has 
blessed  this  union — Dell  1\I. — who  is  now  Mrs. 
George  Penock  of  Williamstovvn.  .Mr.  Allen  has 
been  an  influential  uiemliei-  of  the  Masonic  order 
;\nd  in  his  early  days  he  was  attached  to  the  AVhig 
party  and  afterward  transferred  his  allegiance  to 
the  young  Republican  party.   b>il    he   now   esteems 
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the  liquor  question  the  great  point  in  political 
debate  and  has  enrolled  himself  amont!  the  Trolii- 
liitionists. 


PROF.  AV.  A.  JOHNSON.  One  of  the  pecu- 
)  liar  products  of  our  modern  civilization  and 
r  an  outarowth  of  our  uKidern  metliods  of  do- 
)  ),  iug  Inisiuess  is  the  Imsiness  collesije.  Tliei'C 
is  so  mucli  oreater  demand  for  the  helj)  which  may 
bo  rendered  liy  younf;;  men  and  women  m  these 
days  than  formerly,  that  it  isnecessar3-  to  give  tliem 
an  ac(piaintance  with  the  methods  of  <k)ing'  busi- 
ness, so  that  wlien  Ihev  are  put  in  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility they  may  more  readily  fall  into  the 
j'outine  of  worlt.  It  is  not  claimed  tliat  the  busi- 
ness college  makes  a  l)usiriess  man.  but  it  opens  his 
eyes  to  see  wliat  is  to  be  done  and  tits  liis  hand  to 
the  work.  Practical  experience  must  do  tlie  rest 
of  tlie  work  and  will  do  it  if  supphnnented  by  a 
quiciv  lirain  and  w-illing  liaud. 

The  proi)rietor  of  tlio  luterlake  Business  t'ol- 
lege  of  Lansing,  was  born  March  5,  1851,  at  Clark.s- 
field,  Ilmou  County,  Ohio.  His  father,  the  Rev. 
Tj.  S.  .Tolinsou,  was  bor]i  in  Nortliamptonsliire,  I^hig- 
land,  in  IHl'.t,  and  came  to  America  w^lien  a  boy  of 
twelve.  The  grandfather,  William,  was  a  native 
of  North  Buckley,  England,  .and  was  a  fine  work- 
man in  his  line,  being  a  succcssf  id  cabinet-maker, 
contractor  and  builder,  and  lu'  during  iiis  lifetime 
accumulated  a  large  i)roperty.  lu  1k;31  lie  removed 
to  tliis  country  and  located  in  Essex  County,  N.  V.. 
wliei'c  he  had  tlie  misfortune  to  contract  the  ague, 
whicli  decided  him  to  removes  from  tiiat  locality. 
PR'  brought  his  family  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  aliout 
tiie  time  they  arrived  at  Cleveland,  leaving  his  wife 
with  five  cliildren  in  an  almost  destitute  condition, 
as  he  had  lost  his  ])idpoity.  This  Iirave  woman 
struggled  through  the  task  of  rearing  her  cliildren 
in  tlie  midst  of  poverty,  and  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
years  old  before  her  death  wliich  look  phiec  in 
^\.voii.  Lorain  County,  Oliio. 

Tlie  father  of  the  suli.ject  of  this  sketcli  was  the 
eldest  of   this  famil\'  .and    tliercfore    upon    him  fell 


the  brunt  of  the  burden  of  helping  his  mother  in 
her  efforts  to  supjjort  the  family,  and  his  opportu- 
nities for  education  were  consequently  exceeding!  \- 
limited,  but  he  jiersevered  in  his  etforts  to  gain 
learning,  and  at  the  age  vf  twenty  began  teaching. 
He  was  intensel\'  religious  in  his  character  and 
early  liecame  a  preacher  of  the  (iospel,  receiving  a 
license  from  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to  which 
he  was  admitted  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  there 
remained  a  memlier  for  forty  years. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  preached  at  many  [joints 
all  through  Northern  Ohio  and  held  an  imiiortaut 
liositioii  ill  the  Conference.  He  w.as  a  strong  Abo- 
litionist and  was  one  of  a  notable  four  who  with- 
stood pro-slavery  resolutions  when  introduced  into 
the  Conference  and  voted  steadfastly  against  them. 
His  last  years  were  spent  iqioii  liis  farm,  and  he 
died  tliere  in  Fairtield  Townsliip.  Huron  County. 
Oliio,  in  tlie  niontli  of  October.  \HH7.  and  was  hiid 
to  rest  in  the  lieantiful  remetery  of  Mi.  Hope,  at 
Lansing. 

Sarepta  R.  Stirkiiey  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  .lohnson.  Her  birthphice  was 
in  Lorain  County.  Ohio,  and  lier  lather,  Albin 
Sticknev.  was  liorn  in  Cornwall.  \'t..  in  the  year 
17*^(3.  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  .Vmericaii  Army 
during  the  War  of  1812.  The  Western  fever  liad 
its  effect  upon  him  at  an  early  date  and  in  181.")  he 
located  in  .Aladiscm  County.  Ohio,  and  tlience  re- 
moved to  Avon,  Lorain  County,  where  he  settled 
upon  a  farm  and  resided  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  char.acter. 
l)eing  possessed  of  unfailing  industry  and  perse- 
verance, true  moral  integrity  and  lionesty  of  pnr- 
|iose.  lie  accuiiiulated  a  large  property  and  was  a 
money  loaiier.  lint  such  were  his  convictions  of 
right  and  wronu  that  when  money  everywhere  was 
commanding  ten  or  twelve  ])erceiil.  he  never  asked 
nor  would  receive  a  cent  more  than  six  per  cent. 
This  good  man  |)as.«ed  to  his  heavenly  reward. 
February  7.  1><><7.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Tvringhain.  INIass..  bore  the  maiden  iiauie  of  Clar- 
issa   Moon. 

The  Stickney  family  is  notabh'  in  the  early  an- 
nals of  our  country,  as  its  first  member  came  to 
America  in  KiLS.  His  name  was  AVilliani  and  lie 
was   born    in  Frainptoii.  in    the  J'arish  of  StickiU'V 
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ill  LiuK'usliiru.  He  located  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  sou, 
Amos,  who  was  also  born  in  England  about  the 
year  1635,  set  up  the  first  fulling-mill  in  America. 
He  lived  in  Newl)ury,  Mass.,  and  his  son  Benjamin 
was  tlie  father  of  Joseph,  whose  son  Moses  was 
born  in  Boxford  and  served  through  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  dying  in  Springfield,  ^'t.  His  son 
lA'uuiel.  who  was  born  in  ]5oxford  and  died  in 
Franklin.  X.  Y..  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. Mrs.  Sarepta  Johnson  now  resides  with  her 
son  in  I^ansing  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children. 

The  brothei-  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are: 
A.  \V..  the  head  of  the  .Samuel  Lilburn  Com- 
l)any,  dealers  in  Imtter  and  eggs  at  Ottumwa. 
Iowa:  Cory  I^..  who  died  in  1HH7;  Clara,  now 
iNIrs.  Carroll,  a  graduate  of  the  National  Xoi- 
mal  School  at  r<ebanon,()hio.  and  -vda  S..  who  is  a 
stenograpliei'  and  typewriter  for  K.  Bement  A'  .Sons. 
of  Lansing,  having  graduated  at  the  Interlakc 
Business  College.  Jlrs.  Carroll  lias  had  an  exten- 
sive experience  as  a  teaclier  in  the  Soutli  and  East 
and  now  lias  charge  of  the  Nf>rinal  Department  of 
the  Interlakc  Business  College,  being  a  proficient 
in  stenography  and  typewriting  and  one  of  the 
finest  Normal  teachers  in  the  State. 

The  sulijecl  of  this  sketch  spent  his  lio\iiood  in 
Northern  ( )!iio.  wherever  his  father  was  located  at 
the  time  as  a  preacher  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
attended  tlie  "Western  Reserve  College  for  a  year, 
and  l)ecame  .■!  Ilueiit  reader  of  (Jivek  and  Latin, 
having  begun  tlic  study  of  Latin  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  When  at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  removed 
with  the  laiiiily  to  .Milan,  he  engaged  to  work 
tlir(jugh  the  summer  in  Stowe's  Xur.^erv,  but  after 
liis  father  settled  up(ni  the  fai'm  in  Fairfield  he  had 
a  more  certain  abiding  place  througli  the  rest  of 
his  boyiiood.  and  studied  at  Inmie,  u.sing  all  his 
leisure  in  the  |nirsuit  of  the  sciences  and  the  lan- 
guages, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  pre- 
pared to  teach.  He  took  an  ad<litional  term  at  th(> 
Western  Resei  ve  Xormal  School  and  then  having 
passed  an  examination,  began  teaching  at  Rc|)ulilic, 
Seneca  County.  Ohio. 

The  fii'St  endeavor  of  the  \ouiig  teacher  was 
made  in  a  district  school,  where  he  taught  six  days 
ill    tlic   week    ainl   "boarded    aioiiiid."      Being  the 


eldest  .son  of  the  family  he  had  heavy  responsibil- 
ity in  the  carrying  on  of  the  farm,  and  while  he 
was  away  teaching  he  employed  a  man  in  his  place. 
At  that  time  he  received $40  a  month,  and  although 
paying  a  man  he  managed  to  .save  ifilbO,  the  first 
considerable  sum  of  money  he  ever  possessed.  The 
next  summer  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and  in 
the  fall  undertook  the  "toughest"' school  in  Huron 
County.  In  this  Jhirtland  Center  School  a  "free 
fight"  was  precipitated  by  a  rebellious  pupil  witliin 
the  first  five  days,  but  the  teacher  most  effectually 
sulidued  the  mutiny  and  after  that  peace  reigned 
supreme  and  it  was  a  most  successful  session. 

In  1M70  Mr.  Johnson  went  West,  stopping  in 
A'ermillion  County.  HI.,  at  State  Line  City;  there 
he  took  cmiiloymcnt  upon  a  farm  until  October, at 
•^ii..")*)  per  month,  after  which  he  passed  examina- 
tion and  taught  for  six  months  at  Marysville  in 
that  county.  Tlie  next  summer  he  engaged  in 
training  standard-bred  horses  in  which  avocation 
he  was  successful  financially.  He  thus  alternated 
teaching  in  the  winter  with  business  in  the  summer, 
and  in  the  spring  of  187"2  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  corn,  and  did  well  in  it.  During  that 
spring  he  joined  the  Free  and  Accei)ted  .Ma.sons  at 
Blue  Orass  City.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  went  as 
far  nortii  as  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  worked  in  the 
harvest  field  at  Farmington,  Dakota  County.  Minn.. 
o]ierating  a  IMarsli  harvester  and  thresher,  and 
somewhat  later  he  returned  to  Ohio. 

In  1873  ^Ir.  .loimson  came  to  AHchigan  and  lo- 
cateil  in  Lansing  Township,  where  his  father  had 
over  one  hundred  acres  cif  wild  land,  and  where 
the  young  man  engaged  to  cut  otf  the  timber  from 
forty  or  fifty  acres  and  sell  it  to  the  Lake  Shore 
iV  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  While  doing 
this  lumbering  he  kept  bachelor's  hall  and  remained 
here  until  1874.  when  he  returned  to  Ohio  and 
taught  througli  the  winter  in  thi'  home  .school.  In 
March  of  the  following  year  he  went  to  Texas, 
journeying  by  the  Ohio  River  to  Memphis  and  then 
crossing  Arkansas  (jii  horseback.  He  went  there 
expecting  to  go  into  the  sheep  business,  and  he  ex- 
plored the  grand  prairie  at  Duval's  Bluff.  Ark.,  and 
then  went  on  to  Dallas,  Texas,  and  from  there  to 
Ft.  Worth.  There  he  fitted  out  with  others  for  an 
expedition   and   went    to    the   vicinity  of  the    Rio 
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Grande  some  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant 
in  Western  Texas.  At  tliat  time  tlie  Mexicans  and 
Indians  were  raiding  the  frontier.  They  remained 
there  three  or  four  months  and  at  one  time  lie  rode 
nine  hundred  miles  in  eighteen  days,  and  having 
lost  the  pack  pony  which  carried  their  provisions 
the  party  was  obliged  to  go  thirty-six  hours  with- 
out food. 

Having  tluiroughly  ex})lored  the  State  he  came 
North  in  .June,  1875,  passing  through  the  Indian 
Territory-,  and  after  reaching  Iowa  purchased  a 
steam  thresher,  which  was  the  first  one  ever  intro- 
duced into  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  He  operated  it 
near  Mc(4regor,  tliat  county,  and  threshed  that 
fall  over  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  grain.  Again 
he  taught  through  the  winter  and  in  the  spring  of 
1876  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  Ashland  County 
became  acquainted  w'ith  the  lady  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Johnson.  During  the  next  year  he  handled  agri- 
cultural implements  in  Iowa,  and  again  engaged  in 
operating  a  thresher  and  in  the  winter  he  under- 
took another  school  with  a  bad  record  and  suhclued 
it  thoroughly. 

Returning  to  Ohiu  in  tlie  spring  of  1H78  he 
was  married  April  21.  at  Jeromeville,  to  Kmily 
L..  !!  daughter  of  .lustis  Wetiierbee.  of  Ashland 
County.  IJy  a  former  marriage  Mrs.  Johnson 
liad  one  child,  Stella  M.,  who  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated by  her  stepfather,  and  after  graduating  at 
.leromeville,  became  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stewart,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Inter- 
lake  Business  College  and  lias  had  a  successful 
career  as  a  teacher  in  .said  institution.  Foi'  two 
years  Mr.  Johnson  held  the  principalship  of  the 
school  at  .leromeville,  after  which  he  successively 
presided  in  the  same  capacity  over  the  schools  of 
Mohican  and  Sterling,  and  in  188()  he  came  to 
l>ansing  with  his  brother  to  begin  the  Imsiiiess 
Mhich  has  since  constituted  his  life-work,  and 
which  has  grown  to  lie  the  oldest  and  largest  Com- 
mercial College  in  Central  Michigan.  This  school 
was  founded  in  18G7  l)v  Henry  V.  Bartlelt,  and 
later  it  became  the  properl\-  of  AV.  A.  and  C.  E. 
.lohnson.  who  materially  broadened  its  curriculum 
of  studies,  increased  its  fai'ilities  and  multiplied 
its  patrons.  During  the  following  year  he  had  the 
great  grief  of  losing  his  brother  and  in  the  spring 


of  1888  he  was  joined  in  the  management  of  the 
school  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Miner  who  had  had  experience 
in  business  colleges  in  Philadelphia,  Ypsilnnti  and 
Albion.  This  partnership,  however,  lasted  but  a 
year,  since  which  time  our  subject  has  lieen  the  sole 
jiroprietor.  Besides  the  branches  which  are  neces- 
sary in  business  life,  the  graces  are  not  overlooked 
and  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  students  is  regarded 
as  truly  as  their  fitting  for  work. 

Both  theory  and  practice  are  considered  in  this 
model  school  and  the  college  h.as  a  bank  of  its  own 
with  a  capital  stock  of  ^150,000  of  college  cur- 
rency. It  is  conducted  on  the  plan  <if  a  regular 
National  Bank  and  each  student  does  an  actual 
banking  business.  Genuine  business  transactions 
are  carried  on  and  rapid  and  legible  business  pen- 
manship is  insisted  upon.  Voice  and  physical 
culture  are  not  overlooked,  and  the  system  of 
shorthand  used  is  one  of  the  most  complete  as  well 
.as  simple  that  is  known. 

When  our  subject  was  in  Iowa  he  joined  a  com- 
liany  of  one  hundred  that  started  from  Sioux  City 
to  the  Black  Hills,  in  187G.  He  had  *8(t  in  the 
outfit  but  was  detained,  and  being  two  days  late 
failed  of  meeting  the  party.  As  he  heard  rumors 
of  Indian  outbreaks  he  did  not  [jusli  on  alone  to 
join  them,  and  it  was  well  for  him  that  he  did  not, 
as  the  whole  party  was  massacred  and  the  teamster 
escaped  alone  to  tell  the  tale.  But  as  .Mr.  John- 
son's friends  had  seen  his  name  published  in  the 
list  of  those  who  had  started  they  for  a  short  time 
mourned  him  as  dead.  While  teaching  in  Sterling. 
Ohio,  he  and  all  his  family  were  sick  at  one  time 
with  tyi)hoid  fever  and  the  Knights  of  I'ythias,  to 
which  he  lielonged,  came  to  their  rescue  and  carried 
them  with  most  brotherly  kindness  through  this 
period  of  trial.  This  experience  has  bound  him 
more  closely  than  ever  to  this  order,  in  which  he  is 
Past  Chancellor.  He  has  also  been  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  of  their  (irand  Lodge  and 
is  at  present  District  Deputy  (Tiaiid  Chancellor,  and 
is  Past  Captain  of  Lansing  Division  No.  15,  V.  11. 
K.  P.  In  the  Masonic  order  the  Professor  is  a 
Royal  Arch  ^Nlason  and  a  member  of  the  Lansing 
Lodge,  No.  33,  F.  &  A.  IM.  He  is  also  Past  Re- 
gent of  the  Royal  ^Vrcanum,  and  C'hairnian  of  the 
Committee    on    State   of  the  Order    of  its    Grand 
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f'oiiiuil.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
upon  sec-tion  3(t,  Lansing  Township,  whidi  is  an 
improved  farm  witli  buildings  upon  it.  l^pon  tliis 
l)ropertv  he  lias  placed  a  tenant  and  he  resides  at 
1  he  corner  of  Ottawa  and  West  Streets.  His  chil- 
(livn  arc  L.  E.  W.,  Major  S.,  and  Carroll  E.  Both  he 
anil  his  wife  belong  to  the  Central  Methodist  Epis- 
(■i)|i;il  Churcli. 

Prof.  .Johnson  is  one  of  the  strongest  and  most 
prominent  Democrats  in  Lansing  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  Note  in  187'2  for  Horace  (ireeley.  fol- 
lowing it  in  the  next  two  campaigns  by  voting  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket.  In  IWO  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee  in 
Ashland  County.  Ohio,  and  voted  for  Hancock  and 
again  in  1HH4  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  at 
(,'leveland.  He  was  Mayor  of  Jeromesville  for  two 
years  and  for  the  same  space  of  time  was  Township 
Clerk  at  Mohican.  In  1889  he  was  candidate  for 
Alderman  in  a  strong  Republican  ward  and  al- 
though he  was  defeated  he  brought  his  opponent's 
majority  down  low.  In  the  Legislature  nt'  lis'Jl 
he  was  ap|ioiiited  Coriesponding  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  .State  of  Michigan.  This 
popular  gentleman  is  a  practical  business  man  and 
makes  a  .success  of  every  enterjjrise  in  which  he 
engages. 


V 


|/_^  ENRY  S.  ST(JNEK.  An  American  by  birth 
our  subject  has  a  splendid  inheritance  from 
his  [tarents,  who  are  of  Teutonic  ancestry. 
({[5^  in  the  mental  and  i)liysical  qualities  of 
which  he  is  possessed  and  the  distinctive  traits 
that  have  insured  his  success.  He  was  born  .Inly 
•27,  1833.  in  Spaita,  Livingston  County,  N.  V.,and 
is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Dean)  Stoner.  .Sam- 
uel Stoner  was  of  German  parents  who  came  frtnn 
the  Fatherland  and  .settled  in  New  York  State. 
The  whole  f.-imily  were  engaged  in  the  calling  of 
agricultuie. 

He   of  wlinni  wc  wi-ite  was    the   only  child   Iiorn 
of  his  parents'  union,      hi  183()  he  was  broughl  to 


Michigan  by  his  mother,  who  settled  in  the  town 
of  Brighton.  Livingston  County,  where  she  again 
married,  her  second  husband  being  (reorge  Camron 
and  by  this  marriage  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, was  born.  Mr.  Camron  died  in  Cohoctah 
Township,  and  our  subject's  mother  passed  away 
from  this  life  in  December,  1882.  She  wa.s  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Dean  and  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  there  being  three  sons  and  the  daughter. 
Our  subject  was  denied  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion but  has  made  an  etfort  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency by  wide  reading  and  study.  When  but  seven 
years  of  age  he  began  to  be  self-supporting,  work- 
ing bv  the  day  and  month  from  that  time  on  until 
he  was  twenty-five  years  old.  lieing  engaged  chiefly 
on  farms  in  Livingston  and  Oakland  Counties, 
this  State.  In  18(J4  he  determined  to  experience 
the  sweetness  of  possession  and  |)urchascd  his  first 
eighty  acres  of  land;  this  he  .still  resides  upon.  It 
is  located  on  section  (!,  Cohocton  Township,  and  he 
has  improved  it  until  it  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
spots  in  the  township.  He  |^!has  added  another 
eighty  acres  in  the  .same  section.  It  has  not  been 
.Mr.  Stoner's  policy,  however,  to  make  himself  land 
poor,  believing  that  he  is  as  fully  entitled  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  possessions  as  are  those  who  may 
come  after  him.  He  has  erected  a  fine  residence 
upon  his  place,  which  is  a  model  of  comfort  and 
neatness,  both  in  style  of  architecture  and  in  inter- 
ior .arrangement;  he  has  als(j  good  barns  and  out- 
houses. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Stoner's  settlement  ii|H)n  his 
farm  he  had  only  >$HM  in  nnmey  to  purchase  the 
many  things  that  are  indispensable  to  agricultural 
life.  In  his  political  liking  our  subject  is  a  Repub- 
lican, although  in  starting  out  in  life  he  allied 
hiin.self  with  the  Democratic  party.  Since  1860  he 
has  cast  his  vote  and  influence  with  the  first-named 
party.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  March 
24.  1858,  to  Miss  Rebecca  R.  Warner,  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Ira  and  Laura  (Foster)  Warner.  The  former  was 
a  Christian  minister  and  came  from  New  York  to 
settle  in  the  Wolverine  State  at  an  early  day.  He 
was  born  in  Van  Buren.  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y'., 
November  lo.  iso'.t.  and  was  left  fatherless  at  the 
iige    of    nine    years.      Feeling  a  calling  to  pastoral 
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work  when  a  young  man  he  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  in  1839,  settling  in  Brighton  in 
1849.  On  his  death,  in  1887,  he  left  a  widow  and 
five  children ;  they  are  as  follows:  Henry,  Judson, 
Rebecca,  (ieorge  and  Obediah.  Eliza  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-nine  years;  all  were  married  and  have 
families  of  their  own.  The  widow  still  survives. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  is  tlie  father  of  seveji 
children  whose  names  are  Warner  I.,  Clark  H., 
Charles  E.,  Martin  I.,  Frank  A.,  Andrew  1).  and 
Lilly  M.  Charles  and  Martin  died  in  infancv-  f)ur 
subject  and  Ids  wife  are  associated  in  membership 
with  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  which  they 
are  active  and  consistent  members.  Tliey  are  good 
citizens  and  desirable  aequsitions  to  society. 


=1*' 


*+*+i 


^•5*»5**?**J*)- 


^RLAXDO  B.  STILLMAN  is  probably  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  Alaiedon  Township, 
Ingham  County.  He  is  a  general  farmer 
and  the  owner  of  a  feitile  and  prt)ductive  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  located  on  sec- 
tion 3.  He  was  born  intlie  town  of  Groton,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  March  6,  1825.  His  father  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  his  natal  day 
having  been- September  20,  1800.  He  was  a  brick- 
maker  bj' trade,  and  in  1832  he  went  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  the  college  town  of  Oberlin.  While  there 
he  made  the  first  brick  ever  used  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  it  was  he  who  made  the  brick  for 
the  first  building  of  Oberlin  College.  At  the  time 
of  his  advent  into  the  little  place, it  contained  only 
four  dwelling  houses.  On  the  crest  of  the  wave  of 
Westward  emigration,  he  started  with  his  family  for 
Michigan  witii  an  ox-team  and  "prairie  schooner" 
in  1841.  When  Tecumseh  was  reached,  a  heavy 
fall  pf  snow  compelled  him  to  leave  his  wagon  be- 
hind and  proceed  with  a  sled.  When  he  reached 
Alaiedon  Township,  he  had  left  only  1.5  in  money, 
two  cows,  and  a  canister  of  powder.  The  %6  was 
spent  for  a  joke  of  three-3'ear-old  steers  that  were 
so  weak  they  could  hardly  walk,  but  by  careful 
nursing  on  the  part  of  the  family,  our  subject's 
father  was  enabled  to  exchange  them  the  follow- 
ing spring  for  a  fine  yoke. 


On  first  coming  to  the  State,  the  father  of  the 
original  of  our  sketeii  suffered  many  discourage- 
ments. The  members  of  his  family  alternately 
shook  and  burned  with  fever  and  ague.  At  one 
time,  and  during  the  harvest  season,  eight  out  of 
the  family  of  ten,  were  on  the  invalid  list.  In 
1H!)2  Mr.  Stillman  caught  the  gold  fever  and  wont 
to  California  by  the  overland  route,  the  joiu-ney 
'  taking  nearly  six  months,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
walk  over  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  He 
woiked  in  tlic  gold  fields  for  a  time  until  taken 
sick,  and  wlien  well  he  secured  a  position  in  a  brick- 
yard in  San  Francisco.  His  skill  soon  manifested 
itself  and  the  company  offered  him  a  very  tempting 
salary  to  remain,  but  he  was  longing  to  rejoin  his 
dear  ones  at  home,  and  soon  came  l)ack  to  his  old 
home,  w-here  he  died  in  1862. 

Before  coming  to  Michigan,  the  sulijcct  of  our 
'  sketch  spent  one  j'ear  in  the  preparatory  school  at 
Oberlin,  wheie  he  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  Englisli  brandies.  On  coming  into  the  town- 
ship with  his  father,  Alaiedon,  .Meridian,  Delhi  and 
;  Lansing  were  ct>nil)ined,  and  possessed  t)ul  forty 
voters,  Mr.  Stillman  being  personally  acquainted 
with  tiiem  all.  The  woods  were  alive  with  wolves, 
deer  and  bears.  Orlando  B.  Stillman  became  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher  after  he  had  been  in  Michigan 
for  four  years,  a  younger  l)rother  having  taught 
the  firstschool  in  the  district  in  a  frame  barn.l)uilt 
soon  after  the  family  came  to  this  State. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  1,  1852,  to 
Minerva  J.  Freeman,  a  native  of  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  marriage. 
They  are  Henry  A.,  Orlando  .1.,  Rosalind,  Daniel 
C.  and  Ro3'  V.  The  first-born  dates  his  years  from 
December  9,  1852.  He  was  married  to  Esther  Post, 
and  is  now  a  farmer  in  this  township.  Orlando  .1., 
was  born  September  9,  1854,  and  died  when  in  his 
seventh  year;  Rosalind  was  born  September  9, 
1856,  and  married  H.  C.  Guile,  a  farmer  of  Alaie- 
don Township;  Daniel  C.  wiis  born  January  28, 
1865,  and  married  Emeline  Wilkins;  Roy  V.,  who 
was  born  October  12,  1870,  is  still  at  home  and  un- 
married. 

Mrs.  Minerva  Stillman  died  in  1873,  and  our 
subject  was  again  married,  his  bride  being  Miss' 
Marv  A.  Bowdish,  of  Mason.     Mrs.  Stillman   is  a 
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member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  this  place,  and  a 
most  efficient  worker.  Our  subject  is  a  charter 
inemlierof  tlie  JIasonio  fraternit}'  of  Okemos,  hav- 
ing' beon  thus  connected  since  he  was  twenty-seven 
years  old.  Politically  his  sympathies  are  strongly 
with  tlie  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  local  political  history  of 
the  township.  He  has  been  Supervisor  for  six 
years,  Township  Clerk  for  four  years,  and  is  still 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  position  he  has  held  for 
seven  years. 

Mr.  Stillnian's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Kunice  Call.  She  was  i)orn  in  ^lassachusetls.  June 
23.  1802.  Her  grandfather,  Levi  Call,  was  of 
Soitcii  descent,  and  her  mother's  name  in  lier 
liiaiden  days  was  Purrington.  Her  great-grand- 
mother was  a  French  Huguenot,  and  settled  in 
South  Caioiina.  Om  sul)ject's  mother  died  ^Vjiril 
C.  1«(;2,  and  tlie  father  April  1, 186-2.  p:iisiia  Still- 
man,  the  grandfather  of  Orlando  Stillman,  was  boni 
in  1778,  and  died  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.  It  is  said  that 
two  brothers  by  tlie  name  of  Stillman  came  to  this 
country  from  England  during  the  old  French  War 
and  from  them  all  those  in  the  United  States  are 
descended.  Our  sul)jecl  is  in  prosperous  circum- 
stances, and  knows  how  to  enjoy  life.  He  has  a  fine 
library  which  contains  standard  works  in  all  classes 
of  literature.  He  is  also  well  posted  as  to  current 
events. 


IIARLES  A.  PHILLIPS,  a  retired  farmei', 
residing  in  tlie  town  of  Howell,  Livingston 
County,  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  February  5,  1831.  He  is  the  son  of  Zebedee 
and  Clarinda  (Wright)  Phillips,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  early  learned  the  duties  incident  to 
farming  life,  that  being  his  father's  calling,  and 
lieing  naturally  of  a  progressive  tendency  our  sub- 
ject suiiplemented  the  principles  of  agriculture 
that  he  had  learned  from  his  father  by  bringing 
science  to  bear  on  every  possible  occasion,  and 
the  result  is  that  he  has  been  successful  to  a  ver3' 
great  degree. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  received   the  rudiments  of 


a  good  education  and  was  bound  out  while  yet  a 
lad  to  a  farmer,  agreeing  to  stay  with  him  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  to  receive  llOO  in  money  and  two 
suits  of  clothes.  Our  subject  fulfilled  his  part  of 
the  contract,  but  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  was 
bound,  at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  sold  out, 
and  the  lad  received  175  instead  of  the  $100,  with 
two  .suits  of  clothes.  Shoi'tly  after  leaving  this 
place  he  was  taken  sick  with  the  typhoid  fever 
and  was  obliged  to  spend  all  he  had — a  little  for- 
tune to  him — for  medicine  and  in  doctor  bills. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Phillips  went  to  Pennsylvania  and 
for  eighteen  months  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  then  returned  to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  teamed  for  one  winter,  the  next  spring 
renting  a  farm  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
until  he  came  West  in  Octolier.  1854.  Upon 
his  advent  into  this  State,  Mr.  Phillips  purchased 
land  in  the  western  part  of  Howell  Township.  It 
was  thickly  timbered  and  the  work  of  clearing 
seemed  an  almost  herculean  task.  Before  long, 
however,  a  clearing  was  made  and  he  erected  a  log 
cabin  that  boasted  the  magnificent  dimensions  of 
12x18  feet.  A  home  thus  secured,  he  cut  the  tim- 
ber from  forty  acres,  which  he  cultivated,  planting 
and  reaping  to  good  purpose,  so  that  later  he  was 
enabled  to  erect  a  veiy  good  house  and  afterward 
sold  the  same. 

In  1865  Mr.  Phillips  purchased  land  at  what  is 
called  the  Six  Corners  on  the  Grand  River  Road, 
It  is  a  pretty  village,  containing  a  post-offlee,  store 
and  blacksmith  shop,  schoolhouse  and  a  number  of 
nice  residences.  There  he  lived  until  1887,  when 
he  came  to  Howell  and  purchased  tliree  lots,  which 
are  delightfully  located  in  the  prettiest  residence 
portion  of  the  town.  Here  he  erected  a  fine  lai'ge 
house  where  he  now  lives,  and  he  and  his  wife 
thoioughly  enjoy  their  home  comfort.  Mr. 
Phillips  has  held  various  offices  in  the  township 
gift.  He  has  been  School  Inspector,  Road  Com- 
missioner and  has  filled  various  other  offices. 

In  1853  our  subject  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
benedicts,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  El- 
vira Button,  a  native  of  Hamilton, Madison  County, 
N.  Y.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Saphina 
(Foote)    Button,    natives    of    Connecticut,     Mrs. 
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Phillips  is  one  of  three   children,   the  eldest  being 

:i  son.  Orliimlo.  who  now  resides  in  ('Mlifiirniu,  and 
Ihe  NoungesI,  ii  (huiiiliter.  .Maria,  who  is  now  Ahv. 
I'otter.  and  lives  in  Whiteside  County.  111. 

Ml-.  l'hilli|i>  is  a  l*r<iliiliitionist  and  (ir:ini>er. 
lieloiiHiiiii  lo  llowell  Lodije  No.  iHl.  He  is  A.~ssist- 
ant  Steward  of  his  lodsje  at  the  present  time  and 
lias  held  all  the  olHces  in  lh;it  liody.  He  and  his 
^vife  are  at(eiidanl>  n|)oii  and  nx'inliers  of  the 
Methodist  l'J|iiseopal  Cliiireh.  lie  started  out  in 
life  witlmiit  any  resources  whatevei'.  Iiut  with  a 
stninii  determination  to  do  his  licst  in  everythinji' 
he  undertook  and  that  liest  lieinsj  supplemented  l>y 
an  excellent  judgment  he  has  not  only  niadeasue- 
ce.ss  of  life  himself,  hut  has  heen  the  means  of  help- 
ful many  others  to  a  better  state  of  beint;'.  He  was 
originally  a  Republican  in  his  ))olitical  lielief.  liut 
later  in  life  joined  the  Prohibition  parly  on  gen- 
eral principles.  .\  man  to  whom  right  principle  is 
paramount,  it  is  said  of  him  by  all  who  know 
him  that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  note,  lie  has 
hosts  of  friends,  being  genial  and  companionable, 
warm-hearted  and  loyal.  He  is  of  a  liberal  nature 
and  those  in  need  nex'cr  liirii  .away  from  him  un- 
aided. 

In  connection  with  this    biographical  notice  the 

reader   will   (ind   the   lilhograijliic   |iortr;iits  of  Mr. 

Phillips  and  his  estimable  wife. 


RCIHBALI)  CA.MPIiEL)..     The 


owner  anil 


resident  upon  the  tine  farm  located  on  sec- 
tion 33.  Ilartland  Townshij),  iJvingston 
County,  is  one  who  has  reached  patriarchal 
years,  his  natal  day  having  been  January  l;j.  181!). 
He  is  of  Scotch  birth  and  ancestry,  inheriting  from 
his  parents  a  vigorous  body  and  a  clear,  keen,  logi- 
cal mind.  He  was  born  in  Argyleshire,  Island  of 
. I  lira.  Scotland.  Mr.  Campbell  has  had  more  varied 
experiences  than  the  majority  of  men.  even  at  his 
age,  having  been  a  seaman  for  a  number  of  years, 
visiting  many  parts  of  the  world  and  coming  in 
contact  with  a  great  many   classes   of    jieople.      He 


is  now  retired  from  active  work  of  all  kinds,  and 

is- living  in  the  enjoymentof  the  rest  and  ])t'ace  of 
the  afternoon  of  life. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Neil  Camijbcll,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  island  as  was  his  son.  ^  B3' trade 
he  was  a  tailoi'.  and  came  to  Nova  Scotia,  where 
he  continued  to  follow  his  calling,  and  leinained 
for  The  rest  of  his  life.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  liefore  her  marriage  a^^Miss  Xancy  McClean,  a 
native  of  the  .same  place  as  was  the  father.  She, 
like  her  husband,  died  in  Nova  Scotia.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  by  his  grandi)aients.  his  grandfa- 
ther being  Hector  ilcClean.  He  was  adopted  into 
this  family  at  six  months  of  age,  and  remained  un- 
til fifteen  years  old.  at  which  time  he  went  to 
No\'a  Scotia,  and  again  was  re-united  to  his  [lar- 
ents.  to  whom  he  was  a  stranger,  not  having  .seen 
them  from  infancy.  He  made  his  home  with  them 
for  some  time  devoting  himself  to  the  learning  of 
>liip  liuilding,  and  was  engaged  in  s||j|)  eai'iieiiter's 
work   there  for  six  years. 

l-'rom  .\o\a  .Scotia  our  subject  went  to  Liver- 
|iool.  Kngland.  as  ship  carpenter  on  board  of  a  .sail- 
ing-ves.sel,  and  in  this  capacity  he  made  three  trijjs. 
During  one  of  the  voyages  he  was  cast  away  on 
Sable  Island,  and  during  the  nine  daysthat  he  was 
cast  away,  they  ran  out  of  |)ro\'isions,  and  were 
obliged  to  eat  inolas.ses,  crtinbcrries  and  horscHesh. 
\t  still  another  time  he  was  cast  awa\'  in  Devil's 
Bay.  and  was  there  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
for  two  weeks,  but  on  being  picked  u|)  went  back 
to  Nd\;i  .Scotia,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Buf- 
falo, N.  V.  During  his  career  as  a  seaman  he  made 
several  trips  to  .Seotland  and  Ireland,  and  is  thor- 
oughly famili.-ir  with  the  geogiapliy  of  the  .\thin- 
tic  Ocean. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  had  just  litt\'  cents  in 
his  pockets  when  lie  landed  in  liiiffalo,  and  he  be- 
gan at  once  to  look  for  work  at  his  trade  in  a  ship- 
yard, but  not  being  able  to  secure  employment,  he 
shipped  a-^  a  sailoi'  on  Lake  Krie.  He  sailed  for 
three  months,  dining  which  time  he  was  promoted 
to  the  ortice  of  First  .Mate.  His  run  was  from  Chi- 
cago to  Buffalo,  and  lu'  held  the  imsition  for  nine 
years,  at  various  limes  being  mati'  and  pilot. 
Weaiying  of  the  sea,  he  gave  up  hi.s  berth  and  came 
to  Saginaw  in  ]84().  purchasing  forty  acres  of  land 
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in  what  is  >now  East  Saginaw  and  thereon  he 
erected  the  first  frame  house  ever  built  in  the  place. 
Here  his  son,  .James  C.  was  born,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  East 
Saginaw. 

In  1852  our  subject  sold  out  his  real  estate  inter- 
ests in  Saginaw  and  bought  the  place  where  he  now 
resides  in  Livingston  County.  There  were  at  tlie 
time  of  hi.-,  purchase,  very  few  improvements  on 
tiie  place,  only  aliout  twenty  acres  being-  cleared 
and  improved,  and  bearing  onl\'  a  log  house.  Mr. 
Camiibell's  marriage  took  place  September  12,  184(3, 
the  lady  whom  he  made  his  wife  being  in  her 
maiden  days,  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Coburn,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  Berwickshire,  August  29,  182/). 
She  was  the  ^youngest  of  six  children,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Coburn.  She  was  reared  in  Scotland 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  with  her  parents 
she  emigrated  to  the  I'nited  States,  landing  in 
Cleveland,  at  which  [ilaee  she  met  our  subject  and 
consented  to  l>e  his  wife.  They  arc  the  parents  of 
li\e  cliildren.  one  daughter  and  four  sons.  They 
are  liy  name:  Donald  X..  .lames  C,  .John  D.,  David 
C.  and  ^largarel  A.  The  eldest  son  was  born  in 
Saginaw  County,  in  1847.  He  died  in  the  late  war, 
liiingat  the  time  at  the  hospital  in  Detroit.  .lames 
C,  who  as  before  stated,  was  the  first  white  child 
liorn  in  East  Saginaw,  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
December  ;j,  1850.  He  is  now  in  California,  and 
is  Sui)erintendent  of  a  gold  mine  in  Brownsville, 
Yuba  County.  .lohn  D.  was  born  in  Hartland  Town- 
shi|i,  Livingston  County,  this  State,  July  !»,  ISa.'i, 
and  is  now  practicing  his  profession  as  n  physician 
in  T.aylor,  White  Pine  County,  xs'ev.  David  C. 
was  Itorn  where  his  parents  now  reside,  in  1856. 
He  is  now  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Bozeman,  Mont. 
Margaret  A.,  who  was  born  in  185it,  in  Die  place 
where  our  suliject  now  resides,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
W.  Newman,  and  she  and  her  husband  make  their 
home  with  the  suliject  of  this  sketch. 

He  of  wnom  we  write  has  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  good  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  h.as  retired  from  the  active  pursuit  of 
Ills  agricultural  calling.  He  is  and  has  been  for  a 
number  of  years,  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
Mr.  Campbell's  life  on  the  water  has  been  a  very 
varied  experience,  not  being  confined  to  the   high 


seas.  For  four  winters  he  served  as  watchman  on 
the  Mississippi  on  a  boat  that  ran  from  Cincinnati 
to  New  Orleans.  For  his  services  he  received  -^64 
a  month  besides  his  board  and  washing.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  first  one  to  respond  to  the  temperance 
teachings  of  Father  Matliew  when  the  latter  was 
holding  meetings  in  Queenstown,  Ireland.  He  af- 
terward acted  as  an  agent  for  emigrants  in  Ireland, 
finding  locations  for  them  in  tliis  country. 

Arthur  W.  Newman,  the  son-in-law  of  our  s\ili- 
ject,  was  born  in  Brighton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  this  State,  June  21,  18Gfi.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  place,  and  N<iveml)er  23,  1887,  mar- 
ried the  only  daughter  of  our  suliject.  This  union 
has  been  Ijlessed  thus  far  with  the  advent  of  one 
child,  Anslie  N.,  who  was  born  January*  29,  1891. 
Mr.  Newman  is  running  the  farm  for  his  father-in- 
law. 


j  RA  W.  CASE,  is  a  leading  dry-goods  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Brighton,  Livingston  County, 
ii  this  State,  where  he  has  been  in  business  for 
forty-four  years  and  consequently  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  locality,  having  been  an  eve-witness 
of  the  transformation  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
contour  of  the  county,  and  in  the  phases  of  society 
th.at  have  succeeded  each  other  in  the  history  of 
the  town.  Altlmugli  he  was  reared  in  W.ayne 
C!ounty,  N.  Y.,  he  w.as  born  in  Oswego  C(nmty,  of 
the  same  State,  March  21,181!).  and  has  attained 
more  than  the  usually  allotted  three-score  and  ten 
years  of  .age.  His  is  no  uninteresting  liistory,  as  he 
is  familiar  with,  and  hiis  been  an  eye-witness  of  the 
growth  of  two  states,  besides  having  had  the  prog- 

'    ress  of  the  nation  under  his  intellectual  eye. 

I  Our  sul)ject  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Case,  a  native  of 
Rhode  I.-land.  who  was  there  born  March  14,  1782. 
The  Case  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  having  come 
from  the  mother  country  before  the  Revolutionary 
'War.  Samuel  Case  was  by  calling  a  farmer  and  re- 
moved to  New  York  State  from  his  native  State, 
and  there  lived  for  some  years.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1838,  settling  in  Hamburg  Township,  Liv- 
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iiiffj^toii  County,  being  one  of  the  original  .settlei-s, 
iiiul  lieconiing  posscsf-ed  <>f  considerable  (lovern- 
iiicnt  land.  Prifir  to  liis  c-oniing  to  tlii:<  State,  he 
liad  nil  accident  which  rendered  him  a  cripple  for 
life.  A\'hilc  liuntinii'  in  Oswego  t'ounty.  X.  Y.. 
Iioth  of  lii.s  feet  were  frozen.  He  did  not  give 
mucli  attention  to  farming  liut  followed  tlie  occu- 
pation of  shocinalving.  lie  was  twice  married,  liis 
first  wife  being  C'atlierine  (laiidal.  who  was  born 
in  t'onnecticut.  November  \H.  \7H2.  and  liy  her  he 
became  tlie  father  of  seven  cliildrcn.  Her  death 
tooi<  place  .1  Illy  2."),  181(1.  and  not  a  great  wliile 
after  he  married  (  laiissa  (  randal.  asisterof  liis  Hist 
wife,  wlio  was  lioni  in  Connecticut.  Februaiy  27. 
17i).").  'rhere  were  twelve  children  Ijy  this  union, 
only  six  of  these  liowever.  lived.  He  died  A|)ril 
It).  18.'i4.  in  llamliing.  liis  wife  survived  him 
a  number  of  years,  passing  away  November  it.  I.s7  1. 

Ira  Case  is  the  lifth  in  order  of  liirth  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  was  boi-n  and  reared,  on  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Palermo.  Oswego  Couiit\.  X.  Y.  The 
cc^unty  was  (piite  new  and  lus  first  schofil  days  were 
spent  in  a  log  sclioolln.)Usc  wliii'h  was  aliout  one 
mile  distant  from  his  lunne.  The  first  scIk)o1  that 
he  attended  liad  no  doors  <ii' windows.  It  boasted, 
however,  a  great  fireplace,  and  slab  seats  were  so 
arranged  that  the  mistress  could  command  without 
troiilile.  each  pair  of  eyes.  He  did  not  enjoy  m.any 
educational  advantages  until  after  fifteen  years  of 
age  at  which  time  his  experience  was  wholly  |)rac- 
tical.  He  then  went  on  tlie  Erie  Canal,  driving 
the  horses  in  the  tow  path  and  was  thus  emiiloyed 
for  foui'  or  live  years  until  finally  he  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  steersman.  He  was  engaged  on 
the  canal  lioat  during  flic  summer  and  went  to 
.school  winters. 

Mr.  Case  finally  |)urcliiiscd  a  canal  boat  with  the 
money  he  had  earned,  being  at  the  time  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He.  however,  ran  his 
boat  but  a  few  years,  when  he  met  with  an  acci- 
dent and  his  boat  was  sunk.  In  1.S40  he  came 
West  to  Michigan,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
father  who  had  preceded  liim  hither  by  two  years. 
Here  he  remained  for  two  years  when  he  again  ran 
a  boat  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
returned  to  this  State  and  worked  for  his  brother 
for  four  years    in  a   store    in    Hainliurg  Township, 


about  four  miles  west  of  where  he  reside.*.  His  abil- 
ity as  a  young  man  soon  made  itself  felt  and  he 
was  given  oftice  in  the  local  government.  Iieing 
made  under  Sheriff  and  constable  m  Ilamliurg 
Township.  The  tduntry  was  then  very  new.  and 
wild  game  was  plentiful.  Indians  came  through 
.and  camped  in  the  vicinity. 

()ur  >ul)ject"s  brotlier.  selling  out  his  inti'rest  in 
Hamlierg.  tliey  came  to  Brighton,  where  the  former 
engaged  in  business.  Ira  Case  clerked  for  his  brother 
and  about  two  years  later  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  the  b\isiness.  which  they  ctuidncted  until  the 
bi-other's  death  in  l^((i7.  Previous  to  this  time  our 
>ubject  had  |)VHi-ha<cd  an  interest  iu  a  dry  goods 
stock  in  partnership  with  Patrick  Donley,  the  firm 
conducted  a  thriving  business  for  some  time.  The 
lirui  eontinucd  to  transact  business  until  1.SM4. 
when  Ml'.  Case  purchased  the  entire  stock  and  now 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  pioneer  iner- 
eliaut  of  liiighton  and  the  oldest  inerchant  iu  Liv- 
ingston County.  He  occupies  a  two-story-brick 
block  wliicii  is  filled  with  a  general  line  of  gfiods 
that  ha\el)een  selected  with  great  care  aii<l  di.scriin- 
iuation.  He  carries  a  line  of  goods  that  is  suited 
entirely  to  the  demands  of  his  customers. 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  I-'ebiu- 
ary  Hi.  18.').'?.  His  wife  in  her  maiden  days  was 
I-idelia  S.  Kddy.  born  .July  26.  18.SI.  in  Ontario 
County.  .N.  \.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  who.se  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: .lasper  W..  Nellie  E.,  Alta  E.,  Mabel  E.,  Myr- 
tle \V..  Ilartaw  I.  and  Clio  S.  The  eldest  son,  who 
was  born  .Inly  .SI,  18.04.  is  now  decea.sed,  as  is  the 
next  child  who  was  born  September  1!),  IMofi.  Alta 
E..  w.is  born  December  21,  18o8,  .and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Pl.aceway.  editor  of  the  Argus  in  the 
cil\'  of  llrighton.  this  State,  ^label  whose  nat.'il 
day  was  March  1.  l«l!l.  is  tlie  wife  of  .loseph  Pat- 
terson, wh(.)  is  the  editor  of  the  Xortlicni  Dcmncrdl 
of  (irayling,  Crawford  County,  this  State.  .Myrtie. 
was  liorii  .laiiuary  !'.•.  IHH.').  and  remains  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Haitaw.  whose  natal  day  was 
Septemlier  2.'?.  18()!l,  clerks  in  his  father's  store. 
Clio  S..  who  was  born  March  27.  1M7-I.  is  still  at 
home;  he  graduated  from  the  Urighton  High  School 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Besides  their  own  family. 
Ml .  and  Mrs.  Case  reared  a  niece   whose  name  was 


PORTRAIT  AND  HIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


4911 


Amelia  V.  Campbell.  Slu' was  horn  'Slay  !!•.  IMKl. 
Mild  was  ahoiit  four  years  of  aae  when  she  entered 
(lur  subject's  family.  She  mniried  and  died  in  the 
eity  of  t'liieaji'o.  111. 

Oui' >uliject  is  an  old  line  Democrat,  but  takes 
kindly  to  the  new  doctrine.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Tence  in  lirii»-hton  for  eighteen  yeais  and  in  early 
days  while  liolding  that  office  transacted  a  yreat 
deal  (jf  business.  He  lias  at  various  tinier  been  .-i 
delegate  to  State  and  county  convention>.  ;ind  to 
other  conventions.  Mr.  Case  is  now  the  owner  of 
:i  small  farm  near  Brighton,  and  has  for  some 
year,-  owned  various  farms.  His  residence  in  the 
city  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  elegance.  Hi>  home 
is  a  tine  building,  well  located  in  the  mid.st  of  a 
beautiful  lawn  and  surrounded  by  fine  shade  trees. 
All  credit  should  be  given  to  the  man  who  beginning 
life  without  any  advantages  raises  him-self  to  so  en- 
viable a  position  a>  has  our  subject.  He  began  on 
on  the  tow-))ath  at  ¥l(i  a  montli  and  has  never  rec- 
eived the  slightest  assistance  in  a  pecuniary  way 
(hiring  his  career,  but  has  fought  his  own  way 
throuirli    life. 


US.  DKHORAH  (iLAISTKl!.  widow  of 
IJichard  (ilaist^'r.  who  came  to  this  city  in 
\X12.  resides  in  a  handsome  and  attractive 
home  at  No.  402  AValnnt  Street.  This 
large  brick  eiliticc  was  erected  liy  ^Ir.  Claister  in 
1876.  and  is  an  oinamenl  to  the  city.  That  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  Kiigland.  .September  13.  1S2(). 
and  being  naturally  of  a  roving  dispo>ition  he 
c4ime  to  the  I'nited  States  and  Canada  several 
times.  Jle  made  his  first  tri])  when  he  was  twenty- 
seven  years  old  and  during  that  visit  he  super- 
intended the  >tone  work  of  the  Parliament  house 
at  Ottawa.  While  still  residing  in  Kngland  he 
wa.s  married.  February  H.  1H47.  to  ;\Iiss  Deborah 
Brough.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Carter 
Brough. 

In  1864  Mr.  .-uid  Mrs.  (rlai.ster.  with  their  >ix 
younger  children,  inme  to  this  country  .ind  settled 
in  Ottawa.  Caiiaila.    The  elde.«t  son  h.id  previoush 


come  to  Canada.  .Vfter  living  in  Ottawa  four 
years  they  came,  in  IMfi.S.  to  the  States,  .settling  in 
r)etroit.  where  Mr.  (ilaister  took  charge  of  [Hit- 
ting in  the  stone  work  of  the  city  liall.  Leav- 
ing Detroit  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  Imild  the 
Trinity  Church  and  Chajiel.  as  he  had  taken  the 
contract  for  that  luiilding.  Ivctuiniiig  to  Detroit 
he  became  one  of  the  contractors  for  the  present 
Slate  Capitol  at  Liinsing.  In  con.sequence  of  this 
new  engagement  he  i-emoved  to  this  city,  which 
he  found  so  pleasant  a  home  that  he  decided  to 
|)erinaiiently  locate  here,  .\fter  a  fewyeai'she  de- 
termined to  retire  from  active  business  and  did 
not  fill  his  time  with  contracts,  although  he  built 
the  stone  work  ot  the  postotfice  now  in  use  in 
Ijansiiig. 

Mr.  (ilaister  owned  two  store  buildings  on  Mich- 
igan ^Vvenne  and  two  hou.ses  on  Walnut  Street, 
which  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and 
.•ilso  a  good  house  in  Ottawa.  Canada,  which  is  still 
in  the  family.  'I'his  useful  and  intelligent  gentle- 
ni.-iii  made  hi.-  mark  aiiiong  men  of  Lansing  and 
his  loss  was  greatly  felt  when  he  wa.s  called  away 
by  death,  ^larch  22.  1887.  He  was  |)rominently 
identified  with  the  Independent  ( )rder  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  while  living  in  Liverpool  was  con- 
nected with  the  J)ruids.  Before  coming  to  this 
country  this  excellent  cou])le  were  connected  with 
the  church  of  their  fathers — the  established  church 
of  Kngland — and  after  coming  here  continued 
tlieir  relations  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Six  children  survi\'ed  the  father,  the  eldest  son. 
\\illiain  1)..  Inning  died  in  1877.  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years.  The  next  son  in  age.  bearing 
the  name  of  Hichard.  (lassed  away  in  .laiuiarv. 
18811.  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine.  Tlio.-e  who  are 
now  living  are  Isaliella  .1..  widow  of  Henry  Hart- 
ley, of  .Minnea|)olis;  Annie.  Mrs.  Kdwiii  .Vsliley  of 
Ithaca,  this  State;  .Iose|)h  (  .,  residing  in  Lansing; 
Elizabeth  1)..  wife  of  Dr.  Heddings.  of  Manchester. 
Mich..  .■Old  (  )iah  L..  wife  of  .Mr.  .\.  I'hnery.  of  tlii> 
city. 

The  mother  of  llie.-e  chilclren  was  born  in  White 
Haven.  Cumberland  County.  England,  in  1823.  on 
the  3d  of  June,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
Brough.  who  for  over  forty  years  was  a  sea  cap- 
iniii.      Wlien    fpiile    .'i    girl    Aliss    Brough    went   to 
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Liverpool,  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  C41aister.  This  noble  and  efficient  woman  has 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  know  her 
and  she  is  carrying  on  successfully  the  estate  which 
has  come  into  her  hands  by  the  death  of  lier  hus- 
band. 


^= 


^nAKiJiS  I).  tOWLKS.  The  pioneers  of 
Ingham  County  are  a  class  of  men  who,  for 
sturdy  integrity,  thorough-going  industry 
and  undaunted  enterprise,  will  compare  favorably 
witli  any  class  of  men  whom  we  may  name.  They 
did  not  come  to  the  West  with  the  ex])ectation  of 
finding  a  royal  road  to  fortune,  and  tiiey  had 
enough  good  sense  to  know  that  that  road  does 
not  exist  for  the  honorable  and  upright  man. 
They  did  hope.  hoAvever,  and  their  hopes  were 
realized,  to  make  a  liome  in  the  wilderness,  which 
in  time  should  "  blossom  as  the  rose."  and  where 
they  might  place  the  feet  of  their  children  on  the 
high  road  to  independence  and  a  comfortal)le 
com|)etency. 

Among  the  older  residents  of  tliis  county  we  are 
pleased  to  name  Mr.  Cowles, of  Lansing,  wlio  came 
here  April  fi,  1808, having  been  born  in  Johnstown, 
Barry  County,  IMich.,  October  11,1843.  Ills  jxu- 
ents,  Jason  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Cowles,  were  from 
the  East,  his  father  having  been  born  in  Panton, 
Vt.,  Ai)ril  1,  17!)fi,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  1833,  having  taken  to  wife  ISIiss  Lydia 
,She|)herd,  a  native  of  Vermont.  They  came  to 
the  new  AVest,  hoping  that  the  change  might  ben- 
efit the  health  of  this  lady,  but  she  did  not  survive 
many  years  as  she  died  in  Jonesville,  Mich.,  in 
1837.  His  second  wife  was  IMiss  'Slary  Johnson 
and  to  her  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony in  184L  She  was  born  in  Oswego.  N.  Y., 
November  1,  1813,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
early  days. 

Tlui  father  of  our  subject  was  by  occupation  for 
many  years  a  merchant  and  also  for  a  long  period 
of  years  was  in  the  employ  of  Eastern  capitalists, 
who  desired  to  have  liim  locate  lands  for  them,  as 


well  as  to  attend  to  other  business.  Throughout 
his  life  in  Michigan  he  had  in  his  possession  a  fine 
farm  in  Barry  County.  He  went  to  Battle  Creek  in 
1854  in  order  to  give  his  son  a  better  opportunity  for 
education  and  there  he  remained  until  his  death, 
March  4,  1862.  He  had  four  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  all  of  whom  have  passed  from  earth,  and 
our  subject  is  the  only  child  of  his  mother,  who 
died  in  Bedford,  Calhoun  County,  July  14,  1876, 
although  her  home  had  been  for  some  years  with 
her  son  in  Lansing,  Mich. 

Having  comjjleted  his  education  at  Battle  Creek, 
young  Cowles  spent  one  year  on  tlie  farm  and 
tlien  res])onded.  as  did  so  many  other  brave  boys, 
to  the  call  for  help  sent  out  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
when  tile  country  needed  lier  sons.  He  enlisted 
.July  22.  1862.  in  Company  D,  Seventeenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  and  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  pl.aced  in  I'.urnside's  Ninth  Army 
Corjis,  and  his  first  liattle  was  al  South  ^fountain. 
Md..  which  took  place  September  14,  1862.  Three 
days  latei-  they  eng.iged  in  tiic  battle  of  Antictam, 
and  were  also  in  the  siege  of  Fredericksl)urg. 
Being  transferred  to  the  department  of  tlie  Cum- 
berland he  went  witli  his  regiment  to  ^lississippi 
and  was  stationed  in  the  rear  of  Vickslnirg  until 
its  surrender,  July  1,  1803.  He  participated  in 
the  campaign  and  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,Jul  \-  1 6  to 
20.  Returning  in  August,  1 803  to  Kentucky,  he  w,as 
left  at  Crab  Orchard  on  detached  duty,  rejoining  his 
regiment  at  Annapolis,  Md..  April  2, 1864,  and  was 
with  it  until  he  wa^  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  6,  1864.  He  was  rejiorted  dead 
at  that  time  as  he  was  lost  sight  of,  having  been 
sent  from  the  field  to  a  temporary  hospital.  He 
was  afterward  removed  to  Harwood  Hospital  in 
AVashington  and  thence  to  S*'.  Marty's  in  Detroit. 
He  received  his  discharge  at  Harper's  Hosjntal  at 
Detroit  on  the  last  day  of  January.  1865,  and  then 
returned  to  Battle  Creek,  as  he  wished  to  devote 
himself  to  a  more  thorough  course  of  study. 

After  two  years  of  study  Mr.  Cowles  engaged  in 
various  avocations  till  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1868 
as  Clerk  in  the  Auditor  General's  office,  where  he 
remained  most  of  the  time  until  1871).  He  was 
elected  City  Clerk  and  lield  that  otiice  for  three 
terms<  being  the  first  man  who  ever  held  over  in 
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tliat  oHiee  rhiriiiii  three  terms  in  F^aiisiiii;-.  After 
lieiiig  I'elieved  Iron)  oftioial  rUitii">  lio  went  West 
and  .since  his  return  has  lieen  in  tlie  news  luisiness 
most  of  tlu-  time. 

Anionu  tlie  notalile  events  whieh  we  are  ealied 
upon  to  ehi'oniele  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Cowles,  is  liis 
marriage,  .Vpril  27.  IKTl,  at  Uedfoid.  Micli..  to 
Emma  E..  dauohter  of  Williani  T.  llamiltnu.  This 
union  has  iieen  liiessed  hy  the  liirth  of  three  lieau- 
tiful  daughters.  The  el(U'>t.  .lulia  V...  has  been 
ealh'd  to  a  lietter  and  a  lirightei'  wtirhl.  Imt  Mary 
E.  and  Lois  M.  are  still  the  joy  and  eonifort  of 
their  parents.  The  (irand  .\rniy  of  tlie  liepuhlic 
is  an  organization  in  whieh  Mr.  Cowles  feels  a 
keen  interest  and  lie  has  lieeii  .Uljutanl  of  the 
Post  for  three  terms.  He  is  a  |irominent  member 
of  the  Baptist  (hurrh  and  in  connection  with  its 
work  he  is  a  member  of  the  committee  which  car- 
I'ies  on  a  mi.-i.^iou  in  the  southern  |iart  of  the  <-ity. 
In  every  sphere  of  life  this  gentleman  is  u,-<efnl 
and  efficient  and  his  exam])le  anil  influence  are 
well  adapted  to  benefit  the  risinu  generation  while 
his  example  of  patrioti'-  deviation  to  his  comitrv 
is  well  worth  reciting  for  tlie  edification  of  the 
generation  wlio  have  urown  u\>  since  those  days 
when  oni' hearts  heal  in  anxietv  for  the  honor  of 
our  llaa. 


i>^^<^ 


^^^EOK(tE  J).  liKN.IA.MIN.  Tlie  <iwner  of  a 
ill  ,— -,  fi7ie    farm    comjirising     one     hundred    anil 

\iii4j  twenty  acres  located  on  section  H.'i.  Handy 
Township,  JJvingston  County,  our  subject  by  liis 
progres.siveness.  natural  .-ibility  as  a  man  .Mud  hiiih 
standing  as  a  Itusine.ss  man  is  one  of  the  iepre.'<ent- 
ative  ]ieoiile  of  the  township.  When  lie  iiurcha.-ied 
his  land  in  liShd  it  wa>  partially  ini[iroved.  .Since 
then  he  has  cleared,  planted  and  liuilt  until  it  is  a 
model  among  the  tine  agricultural  places  of  the 
region.  His  home  i>  all  that  money  ^up|ileiiiented 
by  taste  and  good  sense  can  make  it. 

Jlr.  Benjamin    is   .1    native   of   Vates  County.  .\.- 
v..  and  was  born   Xovemlier  2'.t.  1X.S7.      lie  is  :i  son 
of  William  .-iiid    .\bigail    (Shelby)    liciij.-imin.   nat- 


ive.- of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  this  State  in  1H38,  being  one  of  the  earl- 
iest settlers  in  this  township,  lie  located  on  .seet- 
tion  II.  there  bought  one  Innidred  acres  whereon 
he  remained  for  eighteen  years  and  at  the  ex|)ira- 
lion  of  that  time  moved  to  Conway  Township 
where  lie  i>  -till  farminu'  at  the  age  of  ninet\'.  The 
mother  pa.-sed  away  from  this  life,  in    \H')H. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  l)a\i(l  ISeiij- 
amin.  was  a  nati\e  of  Xew  York,  a  phvsician  b\ 
|)rofe.ssion  but  a  faianer  by  calling.  He  wa-  the 
head  of  a  large  family  and  was  a  Denmcrat. 
Williani  lienjaniin  is  the  father  of  binrteeii 
children,  half  of  ulioin  are  still  livinL;-.  The\' 
ai'e  .lane,  now  Mi>.  K'ay:  .Vlfreda.  who  is  Mrs. 
Woodard;  our  subject:  Sally,  now  Mi>.  Bi.'-sell: 
.lohn.  .Vlbert  and  .Vmelia.  whose  married  name  i.- 
Olds.  The  father  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
liking.-.  The  original  of  thissketch  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
him-elf  at  twenty  years  of  age.  woi'kiiii;  by  the 
month  and  following  this  course  of  procedure  for 
one  year,  when  he  purchased  part  of  his  father's 
place,  or  sixty  acres  in  Handy  Townshiii.  He 
lived  there  four  years  and  then  married,  after 
which  111'  moved  to  lland\  Township  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  on  shares  foi-  one  season. 

( )ii  coming  to  this  township  he  lionght  eighty 
acres  on  section  24,  and  lived  on  that  .-ection  for 
two  yeais.  but  later  traded  this  )iui-chase  fora.-aw- 
mill  which  he  ran  foi'  one  year  and  this  in  turn  he 
traded  for  a  farm  in  Ray  Town-hi]),  Ingham 
County.  ;ind  was  there  engaged  in  agiicultuial 
bnsine.-s  for  five  years,  aftei-  which  he  went  to 
Dauby  'i'ownship.  Ionia  County,  and  there  ran  a 
-aw  mill  for  three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Handy  Town:-liip  and  purchased  a  mill  in  losc-o 
Township,  running  the  -ame  for  three  years,  at  tlx' 
expiration  of  which  time  he  traded  that  mill  for 
his  present  farm,  which  is  a  line  tract  bearing  the 
be-t  of  liuildings.  He  here  devotes  him.-elf  to  aeu- 
cral  tanning,  supplementing  the  products  of  the 
earth  by  hi.«  stock  interests,  of  which  he  has  some 
of  the  tine-t  grades.  There  is  a  tine  orchard  ui>on 
his  iilaee.  that  is  at  the  pie-ent  time  in  its  be-t  and 
iiio-t  halcyon  iieriml  ot  |iidductivene.ss. 


502 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


February  12,  1859,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elinor  Knowles,  a 
native  of  AVayne  County,  N.  Y.  Tier  parents  were 
Matthew  and  Polly  (Tupper)  Knowles,  natives  of 
Ireland  and  New  York  respectively;  the  mother 
died  in  1851.  The  father  came  to  this  country 
when  a  boy,  in  company  with  a  brother  John,  his 
father  being  a  wealthy  man  who  was  a  ship  owner 
in  Ireland.  Mrs.  Benjamin  is  one  of  four  child- 
ren, only  two  living  at  the  present  time.  They 
are  the  lady  who  is  the  life  partner  of  our  subject, 
and  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Weller. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  the  proud  parent  of  two  sons — 
Burnett  B.  .and  Edwin  II.  Tlie  former  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Fowlerville  Union  School  and  h.as  been 
a  teacher.  The  sons  .are  both  Masons,  the  elder 
having  taken  the  seventh  degree.  He  of  whom  we 
write,  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
Farmers'  Alliance  man,  also  belonging  to  the 
Orange.  He  has  been  a  generous  contriliutor  to 
nil  measures  tliat  promise  to  l)e  for  the  advantage 
of  and  improvement  of  the  portion  of  the  country 
in  which  he  lives.  .Mrs.  Benjamin  Ix'longs  to  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  home  they  are  the  posses- 
sors of  bears  every  evidence  of  the  culture  and 
refinement  that  characterizes  its  occupants.  Books 
and  magazines  are  here  found  and  are  the  daily 
companions  of  our  subject  and  his  family. 


tX^hW^J-T  tl    ti   |i  > 


■^-"-T- 


^HEODORE  DIETZ.  A  native  of  the  great 
r/((K^\  nietropolis  of  America,  our  subject  is  of 
German  ancestry.  His  father  was  Peter 
Dietz  and  his  mother  Chai-lotte  Dietz,  both  natives 
of  the  Fatherland.  They  had  emigrated  to  this 
land  which  promised  freedom  and  speedy  wealth, 
when  young  people.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his 
nail  ve  city  until  he  reached  the  age  of  five  years,  at 
whicli  time  his  parents  removed  to  Washtenaw 
County,  Mich.  There  the  f.amily  remained  for  five 
years,  or  luitil  our  subject  was  ten  years  c)f  age. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Ing- 
ham County,  and  settled  in  Leroy  Township,  so 
Ilial  as  will  lie  readily  seen  the  greater  ])ortion    of 


our  subject's  experience,  covering  more  than  forty 
years,  has  been  associated  with  the  jirogress  and 
history  of  the  district  in  which  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Dietz'  family  being  energetic  and  ambitious 
people  were  soon  in  the  van  of  travelers  and  finan- 
cial succass.  They  were  regarded  as  among  the 
most  prominent  people  of  their  district.  They 
both  passed  away  in  this  township,  having  been 
the  parents  of  nine  children  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Henry,  Cornelius,  and  Theodoie. 
The  confidence  and  resjiect  that  our  subject's 
father  enjoyed  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
appointed  to  several  township  offices,  having  at 
one  time  been  the  Supervisor. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  familiar  with  all  the 
phases  of  pioneer  life,  having  passed  through  the 
various  experiences  with  his  parents.  He  giew  to 
manhood  in  this  township.  Here  he  received  his 
education  in  tlie  district  school  and  altliough  he 
had  not  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  has 
made  up  for  deficiencies  to  a  great  extent  I)y  his 
individual  elforts.  In  February,  18(;o,our  subject 
was  married  to  Mary  C.  Taylor,  who  bore  him  two 
children.  These  little  (jnes  did  not  long  survive. 
The  mother  too,  passed  away  and  in  18(;()  he  was  a 
second  time  married,  his  bride  l)eing  Mary  Hix,  a 
sister  of  Hiram  Kix.  Jr.,  of  Leroy  Township,  for 
whose  further  history  see  sketch  in  another  part  of 
this  Album.  The  marital  relation  in  this  case  has 
been  very  harmonious. 

There  are  nine  living  children  that  have  been  the 
fruit  of  this  second  union  of  fiur  subject.  They 
are  by  name  Leroy,  Arthur.  Helen,  Rockwell, 
Henry,  Robert,  Theodora,  Catherine  and  Cornelius, 
all  young  people  whose  gifts  of  splendid  |)hysiques 
have  been  blest  by  the  additional  advantage  of 
large  mental  capacity.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  which  h.as  been 
well  improved  and  is  in  a  first-class  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  has  served  in  various  offices  in  the 
township,  having  been  Highway  Commissioner. 
Sociallj'he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in 
politics,  casting  his  vote  and  the  weight  of  his  in- 
fluence with  that  iwrt^-.  Tlie  fine  farm  of  which 
lie  is  the  owner  and  jiroprietor  speaks  more  elo- 
quently   than    any    wordy   jji-aise  can  do   of    the 
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good  qualities  of  tlie  man — his  industry,  the  taste 
tliat  finislies  liis  work  and  the  careful  management 
that  enables  him  to  accomplish  so  much. 


\ 


TpN)ICHARD  K.  WRIGGELSWORTH.     Among 
bs(r     the  noteworthy  British-American  citizens  of 


V    Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  we 


are  gratified  to  be  able  to  present  the  jjor- 
trait  and  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Wriggelsworth,  whose 
(lejiarture  from  the  scenes  of  earth  was  deeply  re- 
gretted by  all  wild  had  come  within  the  scoi)e  of 
ills  acqiiaiiitaiu'e.  He  was  born  March  26,  IH34, 
in  Nottinghamshire,  Jinglaiid.  His  father,  .John 
Wriggelsworth,  who  was  a  butcher  iu  England,  was 
twice  inariied.  Ilis  first  wife,  a  widow,  had  one 
daughter  by  her  previous  mai'riage,  and  presented 
to  .Mr.  Wriggelswortli  a  son,  who  is  our  subject. 
The  niotlier  did  not  leave  her  native  l.-uid,  liutdicd 
ill  Kiiglaud,  and  the  father's  second  wife  was Saiah 
Sh;iw.  w  lio  liore  him  four  sons  and   one    daughter. 

Ill  the  spring  of  IH.j2  the  family  migrated  to  the 
rnitcd  States,  and  settled  first  in  the  Genesee  A'al- 
ley,  X.  X.  Ill  lHr);5  Mr.  Wriggelsworth  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Cohoctah  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  later  went  to  Argentine,  Gen- 
esee Count\-,  this  State,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  upon  which  lie  lived  until  his  death.  May 
9,  1873.  His  wife  still  survives  .and  is  making  her 
home  with  her  children. 

Upon  the  farm  of  his  father  in  England,  young 
Wriggelsworth  grew  to  maturity,  and  upon  coin- 
ing to  this  country  he  engaged  with  his  father  in 
farming.  In  1855  he  came  to  Cohoctah  Township, 
and  for  three  j-ears  worked  by  the  month,  and  af- 
terward rented  the  eighty  acres  on  section  3,  where 
his  widow  now  makes  her  home.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  he  had  so  prospered  as  to  be  able  to  buy  this 
property,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
til at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  some  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres.  His  decease  occurred  Octo- 
lier  18,  1890,  and  he  wn>  truly  iiiissi'd  not  only  in 
ilis  inivate  capacity  as  a  farnu'r.  luit  also  as  a  citi- 


zen, and  especially  in  his  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  whicli  he  had  served  for  twenty  years. 
He  was  drafted  into  the  army  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  promptly  furnished  a  substitute. 

Mrs.  Wriggelsworth,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Nancy  .1.  Iladsall,  w.as  born  July  3,  18i4,  in  Lu- 
zerne County,  Pa.,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  .Jane  (Dymand)  Iladsall.  She  came  to 
Micliigan  with  her  parents  in  1 855,and  settled  in  Co- 
hoctah Township,  where  the  father  still  resides.  He 
served  the  cause  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War. 
]\ir.  and  Mrs.  Iladsall  had  nine  children  and  eight  of 
them  they  had  the  pleasure  of  rearing  to  maiiliood 
and  womanhood.  The  second  son,Gordon ,  has  passetl 
from  earth,  and  those  wlio  are  living  are  Milton, 
.Mary  E.,  I'eny.  .lames,  Nancy  J.,  Evert  E.,  Decker 
L.  and  Ellen.  The  marriage  day  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Wriggelsworth,  was  March  o,  18()1,  and  through 
the  past  thirty  years  they  have  experienced  a  long 
jieiiod  of  domestic  happiness.  Ten  of  their  twelve 
(hihlrcii  are  now  living,  namely:  Sarah  A.,  Mary 
E..  .St-lniylcr  <i..  .lohn  10..  Orlando,  Carrie  L.,  Ken- 
yon  K.,  Dora  1>.  aii<l  ISirtie  and  Myrtie  (twins). 
One  .'«m,  Frank  l>.,die(l  at  the  age  of  twenty-three; 
Sarah  \.  is  the  wife  of  .Vdelbert  Eay,  and  Mary  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Hiram  (iilland.  Besides  his  farming 
proiierty,  our  subject  left  to  his  family  the  elevator 
which  is  doing  a  tlourishing  business  at  the  railroad 
station  of  Cohoctah.  He  was  highly  honored  and 
respected,  and  his  widow  shares  in  the  .same  degree 
of  esteem. 


^]<., 


<"T->B- 


'"§) 


/^  HARLES  EOSTEH.  For  the  past  four  years 
(l(  _  a  resident  of  Okemos,  our  subject  is  a  re- 
^^^'  tired  farmer  and  is  still  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  excellent  land  in 
.Meridian  Township,  higham  County.  He  was 
born  on  the  4tli  of  Octolier,  1H21,  in  Kiugs- 
clere,  Hampshire,  pjUgland,  ilis  father,  Jesse  Fos- 
ter, was  born  in  the  place  above  named  in  1786. 
and  was  a  farmer  by  occiqiation,  owning  a  small 
farm  and  renting  two  large  ones  near  by.  Four 
gi'iicratjoiis  of   llic    i-'oslcr  family  rented   the  samr 
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farms.  Jesse  Foster  died  in  18;')2.  He  was  the 
iitllier  uf  thirteen  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  Mary.  .Vnn.  Ltiuisa.  fSarah,  Rehecea.  Julin. 
Martha.  Charles,  William.  Ilesler.  Eliza.  Charlotte. 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy-. 

Tlie  eldest  of  the  children  named  above  married 
.lolin  Saltmarsh  in  England;  she  died  and  he  mar- 
ried her  sister  Sarah;  they  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  ^leridian  Township.  Ann 
lived  until  twenty-four  years  of  age;  Louisa  mar- 
ried .John  Jennings  and  is  now  deceased;  Rebecca 
l)ecanie  the  wife  of  Charle<  l'o^■ery  and  is  now  a 
widow  living  in  Jleridian  Townshii);  Martha  mar 
ried  (ieorge  Appleton.  of  England;  'William  died 
when  twelve  years  of  age;  Hester  was  united  in 
marriage  to  William  l.arrett,  of  England;  Elizabeth 
came  to  the  I'nited  States  in  1852  and  mari'ied 
Christ(>i)her  Nichols;  she  also  is  deceased.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  (irior  to  hei-  marriage  Miss  Char- 
lotte Harlot  and  liorn  in  Strattield  Saye,  I'higland. 
when  the  Duke  of  Wellington  owned  tliis  as  his 
country  place,  in  17H4;  she  died  in   1H;54. 

'Pile  original  of  our  sketch  worked  on  the  faini 
of  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age. 
spending  most  of  liis  time  caring  for  and  lierding 
sheep.  The  steward  of  the  estate  endeavored  to 
jirevail  ujion  the  young  man  to  remain  and  con- 
tinue the  management  of  the  farm  which  his  f.athei- 
had  so  long  and  favoralily  cared  foi',  but  the  ))rom-  ' 
i.sest)f  the  New  Worlil  held  out  toa  young  man  and 
.aspiring  emigrant  were  not  to  lie  resisted.  Before 
hesaih'd  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Christian  Nichols, 
^larch  1  1.  1850.  Their  wedding  trip  was  the 
journey  across  the  ocean  to  their  new  home.  Mrs. 
Foster  was  born  in  Berkshire.  England.  March  24.  j 
1829.     Her  father.  Samuel,  was  a  wood-turner  and    : 

bru.sh-maker  and   died  in  Berkshire  ir.  1871)  at  the 

I 

age  of  eighty-one  years.  Her  mother's  maiden  I 
name  was  Sarah  Taylor.  After  landing  in  New- 
York  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Foster  came  directly  to  I'ontiac. 
Mich.  At  this  ]ilace  he  bought  a  few  indispens- 
able tools  ami  household  goods  and  loading  them 
into  a  wagon  drawn  by  ox-teams  they  started  on 
the  tedious  trip  for  the  farm  now  owned  l>v  them. 
The  fir~t  year  oiu'  subject  was  ilia  great  portion  of 
the  time  with  fever  and  ague  and  life  in  the  new 
country  was  particularly  hard  for  him.  as  he  know 


so  little  of  pioneer  farming.  It  was  especially  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  become  a  good  chopjier,  but  by 
iiidustiy  and  economy,  as  the  years  have  gone  by. 
he  has  amassed  a  fair  fortune  and  has  given  sub- 
stantial aid  to  his  children  and  is  still  in  jirosfiei-- 
ons  circumstances,  ranking  among  the  solid  farmers 
of  Ingham  County. 

Ten  children  have  been  l)orn  to  this  couple. 
'Ihey  are  AVilliam  C..  Henry  N.,  Thomas  B.,  Agues 
S..  Charles  S.,  John  C.,  Walter  J.,  Ella  C,  Clifford 
C.  and  IJertrain  (J.  William,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 12.  1H52,  died  in  his  fourteenth  year;  Henry, 
who  was  born  March  15.  1H54,  married  Emma 
Ilerre,  of  Meridan  Township;  they  ha\e  three  chil- 
dren— Sidney.  Nellie  and  Lena.  Thomas  !'>..  liorii 
.Vugust  11).  1855.  died  in  his  twenty-sixth  year; 
.Vgiies  S..  who  was  liorn  December  15.  18.')(j,  mar- 
ried Edward  Blair,  now  of  Manistee,  this  State; 
they  have  three  children — Charles,  Ethel  and  Ben. 
Charles  S.,  boi'n  3.  185^*.  married  Mary  Khun;  their 
childieii  aie — lUirr.William, Roy.  Aid, Edward, Ros- 
etha  and  Norman.  John,  who  was  horn  Feliriiary  2. 
IKtid.  married  Jenny  Cook,  of  Meridian  Townshiii; 
two  children  aie  now  li\ing — Kittle  and  Ruth. 
Mr.s.  John  Foster  <lied  February  2.  1890;  Walter, 
who  was  born  in  1H62,  iiiarrie<l  Emma  Armstrong, 
of  Muir:  she  died  .lulv  2(;.  IMIKI.  This  son  was 
educated  at  the  Michigan  .Agricultural  College  for 
a  time  and  finally  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  I'nivcrsity  at  \\ooster.  of  Cleveland.  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1H85.  He  is  now.-i 
physician  at  Laingsburg.  this  State.  Me  was  married 
again  in  IK'.Mlto  ^li.ss  May  Olney.  of  I'ine  Lake: 
Ella,  who  was  born  October  8,  IHti;?,  married  Aaron 
Roby.  of  Bath:  the\-  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
(lien— Edith  and  .Murle.  who  died  July  22.  IM'Jl. 
Clifford,  born  October  2.  1«(!5.  married  Olive  Shif- 
fei-.  of  Bath.  Bertram,  born  July  3.  1808.  died 
when  two  years  of  age. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  (  linrch  of  Oke- 
mos  for  alio\it  forty  years.  Politically.  Mr.  Foster 
is  a  R<'pnblican.  having  the  most  aliiding  faith  in 
the  |)latfoi'ni  of  that  party,  .\lways  having  been 
interested  in  the  raising  of  sheep.  Mr.  Foster  has 
found  them  to  lie  very  jirolitabh'.  He  was  a  shep- 
herd  in    his  younger  days  and  has  dealt  quite  ex- 
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tensively  in  them  for  many  year*.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly the  liest  j/dfited  man  on  tliis  sulijeet  in  ^leridian 
Township.  The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  head 
is  a  most  estimable  one.  and  the  position  they  oc- 
cupy in  this  t<)wn>hip  is  enviable. 


-i^^^l 


B'^ 


'El 


r)A:\I  SH.VLLET?.  In  the  career  of  this 
gentleman  who  has  for  many  3'ears  lieen  a 
successful  farmer  in  Lixingston  Countv 
and  is  now  located  on  section  2!),C'ohoctah 
Townshii).  may  be  found  an  illustration  of  the 
worth  of  good  princijiles  and  liabits  <if  industry 
and  prudence.  He  had  not  inherited  wealth  that 
falls  to  .<ome  men.  but  has  fought  his  way  through 
life,  provided  only  with  the  advantages  that  a 
beiietlcent  nature  has  granted  him.  He  was  l)orn 
in  Bavaria,  (iei'mauy,  near  Seiblitz,  Xovemlier  9, 
1H32.  and  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  IMargaiet  (Rank) 
Shaller.  Heared  to  agricultural  work,  before  leav- 
ing the  Fatherland  he  wa>  overseer  for  a  nobleman 
who  jiossessed  a  fine  estate,  .\fter  his  mariiage  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  but  life  in  the 
Xcw  World  opening  up  an  alluring  vista  before 
him,  he  with  his  fandly  left  (iermany  about  Sept- 
emlier  1,  1848.  They  took  ves.«el  at  Bremen  and 
after  a  joiuiiey  of  seven  weeks  and  three  days, 
hinded  at  New  York  ami  proceeded  in  a  few  weeks 
to  Michigan.  Their  first  stop  was  made  at  Tetts- 
boro,  Washtenaw  County. 

1m  the  last  week  in  Decembei',  1848,  the  family 
to  which  our  subject  belonged  located  on  eighty 
acres  of  section  2!t,  Cohoctah  Township,  where 
the  father  of  the  famdy  died  in  August,  1850.  at 
the  age  of  forty-five  years.  At  his  dece.ase  he  left 
to  his  widow  one  son,  our  sul)jeet,  the  i)arents 
having  lost  one  daughter  previous  to  coming  to 
this  c(nnitry.  Our  subject's  mother  was  thrice 
married,  her  first  union  being  with  a  Mr.  Kreil. 
By  him  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
two,  Adam  and  ^largaret.  reaching  years  of  ma- 
turity but  remaining  in  tlieir  native  land.  Her 
second  husliand  was  .lohn  Sliodi  I  .■iml  liy  this  mar- 
riage three  children    were  born  who    renclied    nia- 


turit}'.  Eli  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Eliza- 
beth Zahan  also  died,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter 
— Adam  and  Margaret.  By  the  third  marriage  she 
became  ^Irs.  Shaller.  She  passed  away  from  this 
life  in  A\igust.  1872.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
She  was  a  woman  of  large  nature  and  of  keen 
mental  and  moral  perceptions.  .She  has  been  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

As  is  the  custom  in  (iermany  our  sulijeet 
received  a  good  practical  education  in  his  native 
tongue.  Reared  on  a  farm,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  l)egan  life  for  himself  on  eighty  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  the  homestead  taken  up  by  his 
fatherin  ColKictah  Township.  lie  assumed  the  care 
and  supi)ort  of  his  mother  and  bought  out  his 
sister's  interot  in  the  estate.  The  place  upon  which 
the  family  originally  settled  on  c(miing  here,  has 
ever  .-since  been  his  home.  He  has  added  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  since  being  care-taker  of 
the  estate,  and  has  cleared  over  one  hundred  and 
sixty  aei-es.  At  two  different  times  he  sold  land 
aggregating  one  hiuidred  and  eighty  acres,  so  that 
his  farm  now  com|irises  two  hundred  and  eight\ 
acres. 

For  the  past  year  .Mr.  Shaller  has  resided  on  the 
farm  across  the  road  from  the  f)Id  homestead.  This 
is  finely  improved  with  handsome  buildings,  his 
residence  being  pleasantl\'  located  on  a  command- 
ing eminence  and  containing  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  also  has  excellent 
barns  and  shelters  for  his  stock  of  wliicli  he  is  verv 
pi'oud.  He  has  raised  some  of  the  finest  cattle 
ever  seen  in  his  community,  sparing  no  trouble  or 
expense  in  procuring  tiie  fine.st  grades. 

February  11,  ISafi,  the  subject  of  this  liio- 
graphical  notice  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lahring,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia.  Pa..  Octo- 
ber 28,  18.37.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Agatha  (Fingbiner)  Lahring.  natives  of  (ierinany, 
the  father  born  near  llanoM-r  ami  the  mothei'.  near 
Wittenberg.  Their  marriage  took  place  after  they 
came  to  this  country  and  their  first  home  was  made 
in  the  city  where  Mr.  Lahring-  Mas  erai)loyed  in  a 
sugar  factory.  In  1830  they  canu>  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Holly.  Oaklaiul  County,  whei-e  they 
resided  vuitii  the  ileatli  of  llie  lather,  which  occur- 
I    I'cd  about    18()11,   at   the   age    of   sixtv-three    vears. 
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The  family  born  to  this  worthy  coupte  comprised 
five  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  ,k)lin  1'".. 
Elizabeth,  Henrietta.  C'liarlotte  and  Sophi.n.  Mrs. 
.Shaller's  father  is  (.me  of  six  i-hildren  born  to  liis 
parents.  They  are  Margaret.  Ileniy.  Ilnriiiun. 
.lohn  Frederick,  Lewis  and  Catherine. 

The  domestic  life  of  the  gentleman  of  wliuni  it 
is  our  pleasure  to  here  give  a  sketch  in  outline,  has 
been  of  the  happiest  nattire.  His  wife  is  an  excel 
lent  and  amiable  liousewife  and  a  good  mannger. 
so  that  the  iuterioi'  economy  is  carried  on  as  per- 
fectly as  the  policy  which  lias  made  the  outei' 
agricultural  work  a  success.  'I'hree  children  have 
lieen  born  to  this  worthy  couple.  They  are  Fred 
^V..  John  H.  and  Clara  .1.,  the  latter  of  wliom  died 
at  tlie  age  of  twenty -tliree  years.  I\Ir.  Shaller  is  a 
good  citizen,  loyal  to  his  adopted  counti-y  and 
anxious  that  the  best  measures  should  be  adojited 
for  the  advancement  of  every  department  in  the 
locality  in  which  he  lives.  .Vlthough  his  inclina- 
tions in  church  matters  are  for  his  own  denomina- 
tion and  tiial  to  which  he  was  brought  up — tlie 
Lutheran — he  is  a  generous  contributor  to  all 
churches.  He  is  a  Repulilican  in  politics  and  in 
his  personal  life  is  an  example  of  uprightness  and 
straightforward,  sini])le  honor. 


"•5"5"5"i-'^^  ♦•{••{••i-F 


(■•I  fi^/ILLIAM  .1.  MINER.  Most  generally  known 
\/\///  "*  *''^  proi»rietor  of  the  liver>'  stable  in 
VW  Fowlerville,  Livingston  County,  Mr.  Miner 
is  also  engaged  in  business  as  operator  of  the  steam 
sawmill,  lf)cated  near  the  track  of  the  Detroit, 
Lansing  dr  Northern  Railroad,  which  is  an  industry 
that  adds  greatly  to  the  enterprise  of  the  commun- 
ity giving  employment  to  a  number  of  men  and 
making  current  a  large  ainounl  of  money.  .Mr. 
Miner  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having  been  boin 
in  Conway  Townshij).  Livingston  County.  Nov- 
ember 7,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Annie 
M.  (Skidmore)  Miner,  natives  of  New  York.  Our 
subject's  parents  emigrated  to  the  West,  casting 
their  lot  with  the  pioneers  whose  tint-easing  efforts 
have  niade  Michigan  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 


fertile  of  States.  About  1842.  he  settled  in  Hart- 
land  Townshii)  where  he  eng.aged  in  farming. 

Hzia  Miner  moved  from  his  first  location  in 
llartland  Township  to  Conway,  where,  securing 
eigiity  acres  of  woodland  he  at  once  engaged  in 
fai-inlng.  First  clearing  ;i  space  in  the  midst  of 
the  timber  lie  laid  the  monaichs  of  the  forest  low 
in  order  to  erect  a  log  house  for  his  family.  He 
partially  improved  the  farm  and  in  1887  he  sold  it 
and  removed  to  Hanily  Township  from  Corunna 
and  here  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming.  He  is 
a  .strong  adherent  of  the  Democratic  ]>arty  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  [jarents  of  six  children  who 
are  living.  They  are  Emily,  Mehitable,  William 
.1.,  Frank  M..  Selden  S.  and  Henry  15.  The  eldest 
daughter  is  now  ^Ii-s.  Coineise;  Mehitable  is  jMrs. 
Dawson;  Frank  Is  a  fainier  In  Livingston  County; 
Selden  S.  is  an  attorney  at  Corunna,  Shiawassee 
County,  holding  the  office  of  rrosecnting  ^Vttorney 
for  the  county;  Heniy  15.  is  a  farmer  in  Osceola 
County,  this  State.  Another  son,  Floyd,  was  a 
druggist  and  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocer  at  St. 
Ignace  on  the  ^Lackinaw  Strait.  There  he  was 
drowned  .luly  .').  18H.5,  ])y  the  capsizing  of  a  sail 
boat  in  which  three  others  besides  himself  met  an 
untimely  end.  Although  only  about  a  mile  from 
shore  they  were  never  any  of  them  found. 

Our  suliject  remained  at  home  until  twenty-one 
\ears  of  age.  .Vs  a  boy  he  received  the  advant- 
ages common  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  raised 
a  farmer  and  assisted  his  lather  with  that  work  .as 
long  as  he  was  under  the  parental  roof.  On  start- 
ing out  for  himself  after  reaching  his  majority,  he 
liegan  farming  in  Colmctah  Township,  this  county, 
securing  eighty  acres  of  land.  For  four  years  lie 
devoted  his  attention  and  energies  to  this  tract 
and  then  sold  out,  going  to  Corunna  where  he 
remained  for  three  months.  He  then  returned  to 
Cohoctah  and  l)OUght  one  hundred  and  twenty 
.-icres  of  land  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years, 
durinu  wlilch  time  he  was  engaged  in  general 
rai-ming.  .Vfter  siiendlng  so  long  a  time  upon  the 
l)lace  It  can  well  be  imagined  that  he  parted  w  illi 
it  reluctantly.  He.  however,  felt  that  commercial 
life  w,as  more  suited  to  his  years  and  temperament 
and  on  selling  his  place  came  to  Fowlerville  where 
he    has    since    engaged    In    his     present     business. 
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Aside  from  his  teams  and  fine  tuvnouts  lie  luis  two 
very  good  busses  tliat  are  used  in  conveying-  trav- 
elers to  and  from  station  and  hotels.  lie  keeps 
efmstantly  on  hand  ten  good  horses  and  a  large 
number  of  fine  turnouts. 

Mr.  Minei-  built  his  steaui  sawmill  this  last 
spring  (1891).  lie  alread}'  employ.'^  eight  men 
aud  does  a  thriving  Inisiness.  lie  has  ten  acres  of 
land  lying  inside  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town 
and  a  fine  residence  on  (irand  River  Street.  This 
is  presided  over  very  gracefully  by  his  wife,  who 
was  before  her  marriage  ^liss  Emmie  Daly,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Daly  of  Cohoctah  Township,  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miuei-  were  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  March  i).  IWGH.  They  have 
ime  child,  a  son,  Fred  L.  The  social  relations  of 
our  subject  arc  firmly  laid  iu  the  membership  with 
the  Mason.--  and  as  one  of  the  Ancient  Older  of 
United  AVorkmeii.  Politically,  he  inhcril>  ;i  failh 
in  the  Democratic  creed.  ^Ir.  Miner  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men    of  the   village. 


r^ 


-j^-  •«.  ^ 


"/ AMES  M.  .MONHOK.  A  inominent  citizen 
of  Leroy  Township.  Ingham  County,  he 
who.se  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  .Nketcli  has 
the  interest  of  the  community  at  heart,  not 
only  because  he  is  an  integral  part  of  that  comniu- 
nity.  but  from  a  humanitarian  .nid  a  sectional 
.standpoint,  taking  pride  m  everything  that  shall 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  people  with  whom  his 
lot  is  east.  He  is  the  owner  and  resident  upon  sec- 
tion 14,  Leroy  Township,  and  a  native  of  Living- 
ston County,  this  State,  being  there  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1838. 

The  original  of  oiu'  sketch  is  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Luana  (Hicks)  Monroe.  His  paternal  grandsire  is 
said  to  have  been  a  Revolutionary  .-ioldier.  His 
parents  emigrated  to  the  Wolverine  State  and  here 
settled  in  the  early  '8(ls.  Their  first  home  was 
made  in  the  depth  of  the  woods  where  they  were 
the  first  settlers  in  that  region.  Francis  Monroe, 
our  subject's  father  still  survives,  making  his  home 
in  the  citv  of  Howell.      He  is  in  his  sevent\-eiglitli 


year,  and  has  been  the  father  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  seven  still  survive.  They  are  Henry  ()., 
F'raucis.  James  ^L,  Norton  M.,  George,  William 
and  Lucinda.  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin M(jrgaii. 

In  early  days  Francis  Monroe  served  as  Presi- 
dent of  Livingston  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  was  one  of  the  I>c>ard  who  first  organized  the 
Central  Fair  in  Lansing.  In  his  political  liking  a 
Republican,  he  was  ever  loyal  to  his  part\'.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  .State  and  county.  He  received 
the  education  cfunmon  to  the  lads  of  his  time, 
which  means  that  he  aksorbed  a  practical  amount 
of  knowledge  regarding  the  three  r's.  Since  that 
time  his  broader  experience  has  added  to  his  self 
culture  tt)  a  great  degree,  and  for  a  .short  time  he 
attended  scIkioI  at  Howell.  It  was  a  select  institu- 
tion of  learning. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  war  of  Ihe  licbellion 
three  times.  The  third  time  he  joined  Company 
(i.  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  with  his  regiment 
was  assigned  to  duty  ih  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  fought  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Williamsburg,  where  he  received  a  bayonet 
wound  above  the  knee  cap  on  the  left  leg.  He  was 
al.su  in  the  battle  of  Five  Oaks,  where  he  had  three 
bullets  shot  through  his  clothing.  He  was  also  in 
the  battle  of  Peach  Orchard  and  in  that  of  Chan- 
tilly.  liesides  participating  in  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill;  he  was  also  at  Harrison's  Landing,  and  was 
engaged  in  several  minor  skirmishes.  In  addition 
to  his  previous  wounds  he  received  a  sunstroke  at 
Harrison  Landing,  and  confined  to  the  hospital  for 
a  time,  being  finally  discharged  Noveinlier  17,  1862," 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  native  .State. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  married  on  the  2d  of  .Tul\', 
18(i3,  his  bride  being  ^Ilss  Elizabeth,  a  daughter 
of  Edmund  AUchin,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
ill  another  part  of  this  Alui'm.  Three  children 
are  the  fruit  of  this  union.  They  are:  Elmer, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Weberville;  Lottie; 
and  Lulu,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Leonard.  Lot- 
tie is  the  wife  of  Alpheus  Townsend.  Besides  these 
children  of  their  own,  they  have  also  an  adopted 
son,  Arthur  A.,  who  is  a  child  of  our  subject's 
brother,  George  Monroe.     The  children  are  young 
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men  aud  women  of  marked  ability,  and  doubtless 
in  a  time  of  emergency  in  which  the  country  was 
threatened  would  be  as  ready  as  was  their  father  to 
5J:ive  the  best  they  had  for  its  safety. 

The  t)riginal  of  our  sketeli  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land.  This  is  well  tilled  and  improved,  bearing  a 
pleasant  home  and  well-stocked  barns  and  granaries 
with  places  for  stock.  Socially  Mr.  Monroe  is  poini- 
lar  and  well  liked,  being  genial  and  having  at  his 
command  a  fund  of  liright  and  interesting  inci- 
dents to  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  self-made  man,  and  is  emi- 
nently the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  A  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  belief,  our  subject  believes 
fully  in  the  future  success  as  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  Government  reigning  under  his  party.  For  a 
number  of  years  past  lie  has  lieen  School  Director, 
and  lias  also  .served  as  School  .Vssessor.  His  war 
exjieriences  are  kept  bright,  and  his  interest  in  his 
coinradcr-  undiniinished  1)V  his  memliershii)  with  the 
(irand  Army  of  the  Uepublic.  In  his  religi^)us 
relations  our  Miliject  and  his  cstimalilc  wife  are 
niemlicrs  of  llic  Baptist  Churcli  .Mt  A\'elieiville. 
To  him  liclongs  the  credit  of  having  estab- 
lished the  Ib'st  .Sunday-school  in  that  cliurch 
and  he  luis  foi-  .-i  long  time  served  as  its  .Su- 
perintendent. He  has  also  been  one  of  the  chief 
pronuiters  of  the  interest  in  the  church.  Our  sub- 
ject's record  is  that  of  a  g(.)Od,  loyal  and  honor- 
able man.  and  one  who  cannot  fail  to  he  well  pleas- 
ing in  the  sitrht  of  (toiI  and  man. 


^>^^m 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN  is  a  worthy  de.scend- 
V\  ant  of  one  of  our  illustrious  early  presi- 
dents. When  death  arrested  the  pul.se  of 
him  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  society  lost  one  of  its  most  genial  and 
whole-souled  members,  the  agricultural  calling  one 
of  its  most  enlightened  and  advanced  workers  and 
his  home  the  spirit  that  uplifted,  encouraged  and 
advanced  the  interest  of  his  family.  That  he  was 
highly  regarded  is  attested  by  the  honors  paid  at 


the  last  sad  rites,  when  from  far  and  near  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  gathered  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  and  to  recount  in  tender  words 
the  many  kind  and  gracious  acts  that  made  his  life 
a  tale  not  read  in  vain. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  born  April  7,  182(;,  in  (Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  18.55 
and  settled  in  Handy  Township,  where  he  was  the 
l>roprietor  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  fine 
land  on  .section  22.  He  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  place,  feeling  that  the  perfection  of  each 
little  personal  domain  led  to  the  improvement  and 
beautiflcation  of  the  whole.  He  took  an  active 
interejt  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  county,  not  selfishly  but 
loyally  and  hum.anely.  He  was  an  active  worker 
in  the  Ba}itist  Church,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
Trustee  for  some  years. 

Mr.  \'aii  Buren "s  parents  were  Rudolphus  and 
Hannah  (  Brott)  Van  Buren,  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
who  after  their  marriage  settled  in  New  York. 
Their  son  Martin,  after  reaching  manhood  was 
joined  in  the  matrimonial  relation  to  ^liss  Sarah 
( ).  Dunn,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Cliristina 
((iardner)  Dunn,  natives  of  Maine.  The  former 
was  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  in  his 
younger  daj's  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1H.")5,  set- 
tling in  Handy  Townshi)).  Here  he  engaged  in 
farming,  following  this  calling  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Novemlier,  1877.  The  mother 
still  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son, 
.losliua  Dunn.  She  has  reached  patriarchal  years 
and  is  venerated  by  all  wlu)  know  her.  Eighty- 
seven  years  of  age,  slie  represents  both  generations 
now  living.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
.Toshua,  Mrs.  ^:ul  lUiren,  Mellen,  of  Fowlerville; 
and  Elijah.  Our  subject  has  had  two  children — 
Ida,  now  Mrs.  D.  A.  French,  resides  in  Chicago, 
111.;  George  M.  still  makes  his  home  under  his 
father's  roof. 

The  widow  of  our  subject  is  deeply  interested  in 
church  work,  being  associated  with  the  Baptist 
denomination.  She  was  formerly  a  memlier  of  the 
Chiistian  Temperance  Union  and  is  now  a  teacher 
of  the  Bible  class,  her  jnipils  being  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  For  the  last  four  ^ears 
she  has  been  a  Deaconess    in   the    Baptist  Church. 
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A  lady  of  larav  intellt'clunlity  niid  tlic  highest 
iiHual  and  spiritual  aspiiatiuiis,  she  is  loved  and 
respected  hy  all.  Her  home  is  the  abode  of  ten- 
derness, gentleness  and  inert-y  to  the  nnfoitiiuale 
and  tried  little  ones  of  the  Master.  .Martin  Van 
\'aii  Buren  was  in  polities  a  Democrat.  His  de- 
cease occurred  St'ptemlier  21.  IXX.'>. 


;R.\NK  I'ARKKR.  Death  chose  a  shiuinu 
j^'  mark  in  taking  for  its  target  he  whose 
name  is  ahove.  and  one  which  is  a  syn- 
onym in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  for  so 
many  years  lived  for  all  that  is  genial,  entei'jjrising 
and  progressive.  The  regards  that  were  shown  him 
at  interment  prove  how  greatly  his  loss  was  felt  in 
the  community.  Hosts  of  fiiends  followed  him  to 
his  last  resting  place,  and  many  were  ihe  kindly 
words  spoken  of  his  past  life  and  incidents  retold 
that  redound  to  his  credit  and  honor,  lie  left  a 
widow  who  still  lives  on   the  farm  on  section  i).  of 


work  for  his  father-in-lnw  in  Occola  Township. 
They  had  Ijeen  there  only  three  nujiiths  and  three 
days  when  the  terrible  calamity  that  causetl  his 
death  occurred.  He  was  (jut  in  the  field  jjlowing 
on  the  24th  of  June,  1884.  wheff  a  terrific  shower 
and  thunder  storm  came  up.  He  took  his  team 
from  the[plow_aud  went  to  the  edge  of  the  woods 
and  while  standing  under  a  tree  was  struck  liy 
lightniiii;  and  almost    instantly  killed. 

Ill  his  ideas  of  ( iovernmeiital  right  and  justice. 
Mv.  Parker  was  a  follower  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a  most  worthy  man  and  is  greativ  missed 
by  his  liereaved  family.  Mr.  Parker's  widow  lived 
prior  to  her  marriage  in  Osceola  Townshii),  where 
she  was  born  .\pril  11.  1853.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Margaret  (Stuart)  Riddle,  both 
natives  of  Scotland,  where  lliey  were  also  married. 
Her  father  was  liy  trade  a  Ijlacksinith  and  was  en- 
gaged in  work  at  his  trade  in  his  native  land  be- 
fore coming  to  America.  Mr.  Riddle's  father  had 
preceded  him  to  this  country  having  settled  some 
time  before  his  coininu  hither  in  Oceola  Townslii]i 
and  1  icing  among  the  veiv  earl\'  settlers  there.  He 
afterward  sent  for  his  wife  and  two  children,  thev 


Howell  Township,  Livingston  County.     There  she    i    making    the    journey    across    the    Atlantic   alone. 


condvicts  most   successfully   the  agricultural   work 
that  hei'  husband  liegan. 

Mr.  Frank  Parker  was  born  in  llainburg,  .Mich., 
in  18.")2.  and  was  reared  a  farmer  lioy.  He  attended 
school  in  the  city  of  Howell,  remaining  at  home 
with    his    i)arents    until    he   was    fifteen    years  of 


That  was  in  the  day  of  sailing  vessels  and  the  voy- 
age w.as  a  very  hjng  and  tedious  one,  but  thev 
finally  reached  this  county  safe  and  well.  ,Vn- 
drew  Riddle  Sr.  remained  in  this  county  until  his 
death  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent 
men    of   his  da\'.      He   had  a  larye   famih    who  at- 


age.     His  parents  were  E<lwardand  Martha  (Holt)    j    lained  lionoiable  positions  in  life.   .Vndrew  Riddle. 


Parker,  natives  of  the  Eastern  States.  They  were 
early  settlers  in  Oceola  Township,  where  tlK'\- 
are  now  living,  owning  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  township.  They  have  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  second  in  order  of  birth. 

On  leaving  home  the  original  of  this  sketch 
worked  out  on  farms,  continuing  to  be  thus  em- 
ployed until  his  marriage  to  Miss  .Maria  Riddle  of 
Oceola  Township.  Then  he  rented  a  place  whit  li 
he  worked  on  shares  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  widow.  It 
comprises  forty-two  acres  and  is.  considering  its 
size,  one  of  the  most  productive  tracts  in  the  vicin- 
ity. They  moved  upon  the  place  in  1875,  ;ind 
continued    to    farm    until    1881.  when  he  went  to 


.Ir.  is  still  living  in  Oceola  Township  and  is  the 
[iroprietor  of  a  large  farm.  He  has  there  a  bhick- 
smith  shop  and  carried  (ju  blacksmithing  and  farm- 
ing logether  until  too  old  to  have  so  great  care 
and  responsibility.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
labor  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  is  comfortablv 
situated. 

.Mrs.  Parker  and  her  brother  William  are  the 
only  children  of  her  father's  family  who  are  now 
living.  The  latter  is  a  farmer  in  Oceola  Township. 
.Vfter  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Parker  returned  to 
her  home  in  Howell  Township  where  she  conducts 
her  farm  of  forty-two  acres  and  is  engaged  in 
raising  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs.  .She  has  a 
familv  of  four  children  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
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Andrew,  Jessie  M.,  Charles  S.  and  Claude  B.  The 
eldest  son  is  a  stationary  engineer  by  profession, 
having  run  the  same  engine  for  the  last  three 
years;  Jessie  M.,  is  now  clerking  for  William  Mc 
Pherson  <fe  Sons  of  Howell;  Charles  S.  and  Claude 
B.  are  their  mother's  assistants  in  earing  for  the 
farm.  Mrs.  Parker  grows  fruits,  in  which  she  is 
very  successful — peaches,  pears,  plums  and  small 
fruits.  She  is  an  active,  enterprising  woniai;  and 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 


ANLV  II.  SHERMAN  was  born  January 
///  i  6,  1843,  at  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County. 
N.  Y.  His  father,  Josiah  Sherman,  was  a 
ii.'itixe  of  Ihe  same  State,  born  in  the  year 
of  1«00.  and  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  The  mother, 
who  is  of  Ciermau  descent,  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey (Uii'ing  the  same  year  and  liore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ruth  Carr.  The  ancestors  came  from 
England  originall\',  and  were  throe  brothers — 
John,  .lames  and  Morgan,  and  from  these,  who 
came  over  during  tlie  Revolutionary  War,  all  the 
Sliermans  in  the  United  States  have  sprung. 

ilanly  IL  Sherman  was  but  six  years  old  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  where  the  father  carried  on  weaving  for  the 
first  two  years  and  then  sold  his  little  home  and 
bought  thirtj'  acres  of  land  in  Wheatfield  Town- 
ship, where  they  resided  for  seventeen  years. 
Manly  H.,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  of 
eleven,  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-three,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
old  he  attended  the  district  school. 

Being  converted  to  Christianity  at  an  earlj^  age, 
and  aspiring  to  the  ministry,  our  subject  became 
dissatisfied  with  his  education  and  attended  the 
High  School  at  Owosso  for  five  terms,  and  then 
took  one  term  at  Ypsilanti  High  School,  preparing 
himself  for  college.  Owing  to  overwork  and  cx- 
posiu'e  and  consequent  ill-health,  the  young  man 
finally  gave  up  the  prospect  of  a  collegiate  course. 
During    the  war   his  brother  Josiah   entered    the 


army  as  a  member  of  the  Third  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  died  at  Chattanooga,  March  23,  1865,  and 
willed  to  our  subject  his  small  estate,  with  which 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  his  father. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Elthea  Russell,  of  Ypsilanti.  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Russell,  a  farmer.  He  was  still 
determined  to  have  a  more  thorough  education, 
and  entering  Mayhew's  College,  at  Albion,  took  a 
business  course.  He  sold  the  farm  in  order  to  edu- 
cate himself  and  carry  his  family  expenses,  and  he 
then  went  to  work  upon  a  farm. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  .Shcrnuui  look  phiC'c 
June  22.  1870.  the  bride  being  Helen  Burdick. 
of  ^Meridian  Township,  daughter  of  Robert  Bur- 
dick. One  daughter  is  the  result  of  this  marriage, 
Helen  B..  who  was  born  in  1876.  and  is  at  home 
with  her  parents,  where  she  is  still  ))iu-suing  h(  r 
literary  and  musical  education. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  ^Ir.  Sherman  was 
disappointed  in  his  educational  plans,  he  finally 
joined  the  Michigan  Conference  and  for  some 
time  devoted  himself  to  the  ministi\-  of  llie  Gos- 
pel. Twenty-two  years  ago  lie  removed  to  Oke- 
miis  and  for  one  year  carried  on  a  drug  store. 
Selling  that  out,  he  went  to  Jackson,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  undertaking  business,  contracting  a 
debt  of  about  i|4,0(t(i.  He  gradually  gained  in 
popularity  until  he  had  a  large  share  of  the  under- 
taking business  in  that  city,  and  in  two  and  one- 
half  years  he  cleared  over  $2,000.  He  then  bought 
out  the  drug  business  of  G.  A.  Hurd,  of  Okemus. 
and  carried  it  on  for  one  year. 

The  next  enteiprise  of  Mr.  Sherman  was  in  the 
line  of  farming,  in  which  he  was  unfortunate,  and 
he  then  returned  to  Jackson  and  was  there  engaged 
in  service  for  others,  and  finally  went  into  the 
drug  and  grocery  business  at  Okemus.  After  a 
fire,  which  destroyed  his  store  and  stock,  he  rebuilt 
and  is  now  prosperous  in  his  business  and  is 
running  a  drug  store  and  grocery.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Wheatfield  before  the  plank  road  was 
established  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  since  he  was  seventeen  j'ears 
old,  and  in  this  religious  home  his  wife  is  also  an 
active  member.  He  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  17, 
F.    <fe  A.  M.,  at  Jackson,  Lodge  No.    229,   I.    O. 
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O.  F.,  at  Okemos,  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  at  Lansing,  to  tlie  Good  Templars  and 
to  tlie  Knights  of  Labor  and  is  a  Granger.  He  is 
also  connected  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  a 
jiatriotic  man,  being  deeply  interested  in  Ameri- 
can prosperity. 

All  through  his  early  years  Mr.  >Sherman  was  a 
Republican,  and  for  a  time  was  attached  to  the 
ProhiI)ition  party,  but  has  now  returned  to  his 
former  connection.  His  mother  died  in  1880,  at 
Wheatfleld,  and  his  father  passed  away  in  1882. 
The^'  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy  and  three  were  called  hence  after  reach- 
ing maturity. 


I  I    I  I     <  I  I  I   j 


^  '  ■!  *l  '1'^ 


\l ^     (fe  A.  HUDSON.     It  is  not  now  an  unusual 

|fjll  thing  to  find  ladies  launching  into  business 
for  themselves  and  making  a  striking  sue- 
'(S?^  cess  in  their  chosen  calling.  The  two  ladies 
who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  Hudson  House  in 
the  city  of  Lansing  could  not  well  fail,  however, 
to  elicit  the  smile  of  Fortunatus,  for  so  clever  are 
they  and  so  pleasing  in  manner  as  to  make  their 
place  an  attractive  and  homelike  resort  for  gentle- 
men and  ladies.  The  firm  is  composed  of  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Ilattie  (Hudson)  Bowie  and  Miss  Allie 
Hudson. 

The  ladies  are  of  English  parentage,  their  father, 
Martin  Hudson,  being  a  native  of  Berkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  there  born  ^lay  4,  1819.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  land  until  a  child  of  ten  or  twelve 
.\ears  and  then  with  his  parents  came  to  America. 
They  located  in  Rogers ville,  Ohio,  on  a  farm, 
where  the  young  man  was  reared,  but  as  soon  as 
ho  had  a  voice  in  his  own  afifairs  he  began  service 
as  a  bell  boy  in  the  old  American  House  in  Cleve- 
land, gradually  working  up  in  the  business  and 
flnally  set  out  for  himself  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
hotel  in  Huron,  Ohio.  Later  he  removed  to  Milan, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  in  the  hotel  business  until 
he  came  to  Lansing  in  1859.  He  brought  his 
family  hither  by  stage  from  Jackson.  He  had 
been   here  previously  and  had  leased  the  old  Lan- 


sing House,  which  he  ran  until  it  was  bunied.  He 
then  became  the  proprietor  of  the  old  Benton 
House,  now  known  as  the  Everett  House.  This 
he  continued  for  about  two  years  and  then  took 
charge  of  tlie  old  Eagle  House,  which  he  later  pur- 
chased, changing  its  name  to  the  American  House. 
When  the  new  Lansing  House,  now  called  Hotel 
Downey,  was  completed  Mr.  Hudson  furnished  the 
place  and  opened  it,  giving  a  grand  house-warming 
as  the  inaugural  affair.  He  conducted  it  for  about 
eleven  years,  from  1864  to  1875,  and  then  sold  his 
interest  in  it  to  N.  G.  Isabelle.  Later  he  built  the 
Hudson  House  on  the  site  of  the  old  American 
House.  This  building  is  a  fine,  large,  substantial 
edifice,  well  furnished  and  conducted  by  him  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  March  15,  1889.  He 
was  at  the  time  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  He  was 
of  a  genial,  whole-souled  nature  and  greatlj'  liked 
bj-  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  In  his 
political  liking  he  was  a  strong  Republican  and  of 
course  in  his  iiosition  the  weight  of  his  influence 
was  not  small.  He  was  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Michigan  Hotelmen's  Association  and  for  many 
years  was  one  of  its  most  prominent  members.  He 
took  an  active  stand  in  the  workings  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  was  a  represent- 
ative to  tlie  (irand  Lodge  almost  every  year. 
For  one  term  he  filled  the  position  of  Alderman 
from  the  Third  Ward,  but  resigned  the  place  at 
the  end  of  the  second  year.  The  last  two  months 
of  his  life  he  spent  at  Harper's  Hospital  at  Detroit 
and  there  died.  Although  he  was  not  connected 
with  any  religious  body  his  inclination  was  strongly 
toward  tlie  Episcopalians. 

The  mother  of  our  subjects  was,  previous  to  lier 
marriage,  Miss  Elizabeth  Crask,  an  English  ladv, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lynn.  She  came  to 
America  with  her  mother  when  but  eleven  vcars 
of  age  and  was  married  at  Florence,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1843.  She  died  September  23,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  sixt\--three  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  a  devoted  Christian 
woman  with  high  ideals  of  right  and  honor.  She 
was  the  mother  of  five  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  E.  Herbert,  Winthrop,  Lester,  Hattie  H. 
and  Allie  L.  Tlie  eldest  son  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  over 
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tliree  .years  in  the  Civil  War.     He  is  now  a  resident 

(iT  (liirauii.  \\'iiitlii<i[)  (lic(l  in  1«7.')  in  i^:ui>inii. 
l.i'sttT  is  111  l)iisiness  in  Ivansinsj:. 

Iliitlif  and  Allie  were  botli  lioni  in  Lunsinj^  and 
were  liiTc  I'caic'il  and  ediR-atcd,  Aftt-r  tludi- fatlierV 
deatli  tlicy  became  tiie  put^sessors  of  tlie  niidsini 
House  and  liave  since  been  its  ]>i(>|)iieturs.  and 
"uesls  wild  cDinc  here  suffer  im  diiiiinulidn  nt'  care 
and  attention  Ironi  times  past.  It  is  run  in  tirst- 
cla.ss  style  and  is  a  popular  resort  foi'  tlie  best  peo- 
|)le  of  tlie  place  and  of  those  who  are  sojourniiiii 
here  foi-  a  short  time.  .Miss  llattie  was  nianied 
.\.uu:u.st  ^.  mH\).  to  Harry  \.  I'.owie.  a  native  of 
I'orlland.  .Me.  lie  came  to  l^ansinji  a  youim  man 
and  now  has  charge  of  the  Hudson  in  company 
witli  his  wife  and  sister-in-law.  The  subjects  of 
this  sketch  are  both  legular  attendants  i.if  the  Epis- 
copal Cliurch  and  if  ladies  could  have  politics 
tlieirs  would  be  Republican. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  lo  the 
lithograiihic  portrait  of  the  late  .Mr.  Hudson, 
found  in  connection  with  thi.s  sketch. 


HJ.IA.M    ]'..    I;A(;KK.      I'rominenl    in  agii- 


mi 


W^i  name  we  have  just  given,  whose  sijlendid 
farm  is  to  lie  found  on  .section  7.  in  (tceola.  his  na- 
tive township.  Here  he  was  born  Novembci-  (>. 
1849,  and  his  father.  Jacob  M.  Eager,  was  a  native 
of  Orange  County,  \.  V..  where  he  had  his  early 
training  and  education.  Thence  he  caine  to  Uee- 
ola  Township.  Livingston  County,  in  1847,  locat- 
ing where  his  .son  William  now  lives.  Here  he 
took  \\\)  fiom  the  (Jovernment  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land  and  pi-oeeeded  to  clio|) 
logs  with  which  to  build  a  home.  .Aftej-  improx- 
ing  this  place  lie  removed  to  Millington  and  there 
engaged  in  the  milling  business.  Init  after  six  \  ears 
removed  to  Howell,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is 
an  earnest  Kepublican  in  his  political  views  and 
most  wisely  and  judiciously  has  tilled  the  otHce  of 
.luslice    of    the    Peace   for   niaiiv    vears.      He   is  ati 


active  and   ettieient   member  of  the  Presbyterian 

Chuicli  :iiid    lieljied    to    Imild    the    lilsl  church  that 
was  ever  erected  in  Howell. 

The  grandfatlier  of  our  subject  also  bore  the 
name  of  ^^■.  1!.  Eager,  and  came  to  ^lichigan  from 
(•range  County.  \.  Y..  dui'ing  the  same  year  in 
which  his  son.  .Jacob,  removed  hither.  He  also 
took  up  land  here  .•ilthough  lie  returne<l  to  New 
Vork  for  a  while,  but  came  back  to  this  .State  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  years,  dying  at  a 
good  old  age.  The  maiden  name  of  the  grand- 
motlici' of  our  subject  was  Moore,  and  his  moth- 
er's maiden  name  was  Emily  Comfort,  was  also 
born  in  Orange  County.  N.  V..  and  is  still  re- 
maining in  life  to  be  tlie  comfort  and  inspiration 
of  her  children.  ( )f  her  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  all  arc  living,  excejit  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

The  origiinii  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na- 
t  i\i'  home  and  remained  under  tiie  parental  roof 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
when  lie  was  united  in  iniirriage,  October  14,  1874. 
to  Laura  Walker,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  father,  Mr.  Hoberf  Walker,  of 
whom  our  readers  will  be  pleased  to  know  more, 
and  tliey  "ill  lliid  .-i  lirief  sketch  of  him  on  another 
page  of  this  book.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  Oeeola 
Township,  and  had  her  birth  in  IHijri.  The  voung 
couple  reinaiueil  with  .Mr.  Eager's  parents  for  eine 
year  .-ifter  marriage,  and  then  built  for  themselves 
a  hi>me  <ui  section  8.  Oeeola  Township,  and  there 
carried  on  general  fanning  for  eight  years,  after 
which  they  removed  to  the  old  homestead  where 
tliey  now  reside. 

Four  manly  sons  ha\e  lieen  granted  to  this  cou- 
ple and  to  tlu'in  they  have  given  the  following 
names;  Lyman,  Robert,  .himes  L.  and  Arthur  P. 
<  )iie  huiidre<l  and  twenty  acres  of  .Mr.  Eager's 
farm  is  situated  on  section  7.  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  acres  on  section  8.  and  all  is  under 
cultivation  with  the  e\cc|jtion  of  sixty-live  acres 
which  remain  in  timber.  For  eleven  years  he  has 
been  operating  a  threshing  machine,  and  he  bought 
a  new  steam  thresher  this  fall,  lie  keeps  some  very 
fine  cattle  and  now  has  three  head  of  thorough- 
bred Holsteins  and  keeps  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty-tive  to  one  hundred  and   fifty  sheep   the 
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year  round.  He  also  has  five  roadsters  and  draft 
horses,  and  everything  about  his  farm  is  in  excel- 
lent condition. 

The  Republican  party  is  the  political  organiza- 
tion ^ith  which  Mr.  Eager  finds  himself  in  har- 
mony. He  was  To^viiship  Clerk  in  1889  and  1890 
for  seven  years  was  a  school  director.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  has 
held  offices  in  that  liod}'.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Eager 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  (lunch  and  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work. 


-^1. 


1^+^ 


[S_ 


"^ 


ENJAMIN  SHOWERMAN.  New  York  has 
sent  many  of  her  sons  as  pioneers  to  Mich- 
igan and  almost  invariably  they  have 
proved  good  citizens,  to  whom  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  owes  unsjjeakably  much.  He 
wliose  name  is  at  tlie  head  of  tliis  sketch  is  one  of 
the  many  who  came  hither  at  an  early  day  and 
liave  been  instrumental  in  the  general  upliuilding 
and  perfecting  of  the  .Slate,  lie  now  lesidcs  on 
section  lo,  Wheatland  Townshi|),  Ingham  County, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  that  promises  to  be 
a  haven  of  rest  and  peace  to  his  declining  3'ears. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  William  Shower- 
man,  a  native  of  Columliia  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
there  married  to  Gertrude  Morrison,  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  ]Morrison.  a  native  of  the  same  county. 
To  the  elder  Ml.  Shouerman  and  liis  wife  were  boin 
five  son.s  and  two  daughters  that  enjoyed  ordinary 
educational  advantages.  They  remained  in  New 
York  until  the  death  of  the  father,  who  throughout 
life  was  engaged  <as  a  farmer.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  militia  in  the  Empire  State  and  was  ready 
to  be  called  upon  in  time  of  need. 

Our  subject,  Benjamin  .Showerman,  was  born 
A])ril  ;■),  1824,  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
but  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Wa3'ne  County,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood. 
His  experience  was  much  the  same  as  that  of  other 
j'oung  men  of  his  day  and  .age.  On  reaching 
manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Shuk, 
a  native  of    (Treene   Countv.    N.    Y.,    their  mar- 


riage ceremony  being  performed  April  28,  1848, in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Nine  children  have  come 
to  these  fond  parents,  their  names  being  Mary  E., 
Melvin  B.,  Catherine  G.,  John  W.,  Louisa,  Ed- 
ward A.  and  Jennie.     The  two  latter  are  deceased. 

In  1861,  when  the  future  of  Michigan  was  estab- 
lished and  sure  to  be  a  success,  our  subject  came  to 
the  State  and  located  in  Wheaton  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  securing  eighty  acres  of  land  upon 
which  he  began  here  as  a  farmer.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  All  of 
this  he  has  cleared  and  broken,  now  having  one 
hundred  and  ten  acres  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. A  good  orchard  has  been  set  out  that  now 
yields  .an  abundant  crop  of  the  most  luscious  and 
tempting  fruit.  A  comfortable  and  tasteful  dwell- 
ing has  been  erected,  also  good  barns  and  out- 
houses, most  of  this  work  having  been  done  by  his 
own  individual  efforts. 

Politically,  Mr.  Showerman  is  a  believer  in  the 
principles  of  Democracy,  and  all  the  tenets  of  that 
platform  have  to  him  a  reason  and  a  right  for 
being.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  has  officiated  in  that  capacity- 
thus  far  most  .satisfactorilj'.  A  genial  and  pleas- 
ant tempered  man.  our  subject  is  po])ular  with  all 
who  know  him. 


ILBERT  .1.  DANIELS.  There  is  i)robably 
no  man  more  truly  and  justly  respected 
I  and  beloved  by  the  community  in  general 
m  Unadilla  Township.  Livingston  County,  than  he 
whose  name  we  have  just  given.  He  has  ever 
stood  for  the  right  in  every  line  of  thought  and 
has  maintained  a  sturdy  Christian  character 
throughout  his  whole  career.  His  kindly  interest 
in  his  neighborhood  has  deservedly  gained  the  good 
will  of  all,  and  his  upright  dealings  have  com- 
manded their  respect. 

Gilbert  Daniels,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  March  22,  1797,  in  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  sou  of  James  Daniels,  a  soldier  in 
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the  Revdlutiouarv  War.  His  sfood  wife,  Margaret 
(  Dutclu'i)  Danielfi,  was  also  a  native  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  and  was  l)orn  April  2.  180(1.  After 
marriage  tliey  removed  to  Oi-leans  County,  wlieru 
they  resided  until  1H84,  when  they  oanie  to  Mielii- 
gan,  and  settled  upon  forty  aeres  of  wild  land  in 
I'nadilla  Township.  Here  the  father'  of  our  sub- 
ject ereeted  a  log  shanty,  which  lu-  covered  witli 
liark.  and  until  they  disc^)vcred  the  splendid  living 
s|)ring  which  is  now  well-known  they  drank  from 
the  creek.  They  came  here  liefore  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  and  there  were  then  only  six 
families  of  whites  within  what  is  now  the  limits 
of  the  township,  hut  Indians  abounded  all  al)out 
them. 

Somewhat  later  a  hettci'  house  was  liuih  upon 
the  farm,  .■uid  there  these  paients  lived  for  .•!  num- 
ber of  years,  after  which  oui'  subject  built  a  cozy 
home  for  them  on  his  farm,  where  the  mothei'  died 
.March  3(1.  18(!y,  and  the  fathei-  passed  from  eaitli 
February  17.  187;j.  The  mother  was  a  member  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  at  Plainfield,  and 
they  had  but  one  child,  our  subject.  He  was  born 
October  12,  182.'i.  in  Montgomery  Count\-.  N.  '\'.. 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age.  when  he  came  to 
^lichigan.  Here  he  attended  a  .school  taught  by 
Cornelia  A\'illiams.  now  decea.sed.  His  father  had 
twenty  shillings  in  money,  a  cow  and  a  hog.  as  his 
personal  wealth  when  he  came  to  this  new  home. 
The  son  remained  beneath  the  parental  roof 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 

The  hai)py  wedding  day  of  (Gilbert  .1.  Daniels 
was  December  1;').  185(1.  and  he  then  took  to  wife 
Chloe  M.  Beale,  a  daughter  of  Kmery  and  .Soplno- 
nia  (liice)  Beale,  both  New  Yorkers  who  came  to 
.Michigan  among  the  lirst  .■»ettlers  and  made  their 
home  in  Lima  rownslii)),  Washtenaw  County.  In 
1835  they  came  to  this  township  and  made  their 
home  in  Plaintield  for  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  The  father  and  mother  of  .Mrs.  Daniels 
had  ele\en  children,  three  only  of  whom  are 
now  living,  and  aftei'  her  mother's  death  hei' 
father  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Toppino. 
who  brought  him  no  cliildren.  Eugene  Beale.  the 
brother  of  .Mrs.  Daniels,  is  now  the  Postmaster  at 
.Vnn  .\rbor. 

The  wife  of   o\n-  sul)ject  was  boi-n  Septembei'  12. 


1832,  in  New  York,  and  was  so  well  prepared  by 
her  attendance  upon  pulilic  scliool  as  to  be  able  to 
teach  after  coming  to  Michigan.  After  marriage 
they  settled  upon  their  farm  on  .section  21.  Tnadilla 
Township,  and  in  time  added  to  the  first  eighty 
acres  until  the\-  had  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
acres,  and  eighty  acres  more  came  to  their  share 
after  the  death  of  the  father.  Upon  this  farm 
they  lived  from  18511  until  1888.  and  they  then 
retired  from  active  work  and  made  their  home  in 
(iregory,  where  Mr.  Daniels  now  resides,  as  he  lost 
his  faithful  wife  in  .lanuary.  18iMl. 

Of  the  eight  children  granted  to  him  and  his 
companion,  si.v  still  survive:  Fred  .V.,  vvho  mar- 
ried Ella  Wood;  Mary  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Fitch  .Mtnitague;  Eniina  .1...  who  resides  upon  the 
lioiiH'stead;  Nettie  C.  who  lives  in  California; 
( ieorge  B..  deceased;  (iilbert  E..  who  lives  upon 
the  Innnestead;  .loseijhine.  living  on  the  farm;  (i. 
Adolplius.  deceased.  To  all  of  these  children  Mr. 
Daniels  has  afforded  excellent  opportunities  for 
education.  Oeorge  was  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor 
Ilio'h  School,  and  also  took  a  cour.se  in  pharmacy 
at  the  State  University.  Nettie  is  a  graduate 
of  the  High  School  and  of  the  .State  Uni- 
versity, and  is  now  tilling  a  responsible  position 
as  teacher  at  a  salary  of  *l,25tl  per  annum. 

The  father  of  these  young  people  was  in  his 
early  years  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
t'hurch,  and  was  instrumental  in  erecting  the 
house  of  worship  at  Plain  Held,  giving  *4(l(l  toward 
the  building  fund,  lie  had  it  removed  to  its 
present  position,  and  sustaine(l  it  there  for  sever.al 
vears,  and  while  in  connection  with  that  denouii- 
natifm  he  was  Class-Leader  and  delegate  many 
times  to  the  annual  conference.  He  was  a  delegate 
at  Spiingrteld,  ()hio.  when  the  e<inference  w-as 
sjjlit  U|)on  the  sla\erv  <iuestion.  He  is  now 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Plainfield.  and  has  been  a  leader  of  a  Bible  cl.ass 
for  ye;irs. 

This  gentleman  is  th(n-oughly  iutci'ested  in  edu- 
cational efforts,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  He  has  been  identified  with  both 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  the  (Jood  Templars, 
and  in  the  Latter  society  he  filled  responsible  ijosi- 
tions.     In  his  early  manhood  he  was  a    Democrat, 
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lint  on  lUTount  of  thoslavervquestiim  left  tin-  party 
for  the  Hepiililican  ranks,  and  now  feels  tliat  tlie 
trreat  interest  centers  in  a  movement  atrainst  the 
sahioiis.  anil  i^  a  proniuiurcd  I'roliiliitionist. 


4^ 


OHN  W  .  WKK.IIT  has  been  a  pioneer  in  his 
Itraneh  of   business   in    Howell.    Livinustou 
County.     lie  is  a  nianufaelurer  of  sash.  (Joors 
and    blinds,    liesides     doina     planinji^.      His 
place   of   business    is  located   east   of  the    Detroit. 
LansiniT    it    Northern    Railroad.     lie     established 
this  business  in   IHIlDandit    wa>    the    first    of    the 
kind  in  the  ])lace.      He  has   not    been    without    dis- 
couragements, for  in    1H74   he   was  burnt   o\it  and 
the  ciueration  i-ost  him   some  !S"2(l.iiil(i.   I'ndaunted 
hv  this  loss  he  set  about    erectinji    a   new   |)lace    of 
liiisiness.  and  stockefl  it  with  the  tinest    machinery. 
The  present    shop   owned    by    .Mr.    W'ritrht    has   a 
frontaire  of  sixty  feet  and  i>  ninety  feet  in    depth. 
The  steam  enaiue  which  is  the  motive   ])Ower   lun- 
ninsi' his  machinery,  has  a  t  ucnty-li  ve-horse  power. 
If  a  workman  is  known  by  his  chips,  (pue  must  con- 
clude that  our  subject  does  a  very   extensive    busi- 
ness, and  indeed  he  kee|)s  a  lariie  number  of  hands 
employed  and  turns  out  the  best  quality   of   work. 
He  of    whom   we    write    w-as    born    in    Onondaga 
County.  N.  v..  N'ovenilier    III.    182(5.      His    parents 
were  .lames  and  Cynthia    (Clark)    Wiijjflit.    natives 
of  Connecticut.     The   former   was    a    builder    and 
added  to  his  work  as  a  fai-iner  that  of  a  contractor. 
In   the  early  days  he  came   to   ilichigan    sittlina 
herein  18.S(i,  at  which    time    the    Wolverine    State 
plainly  showed  the  source  IVoni  which    it>    jiscudo- 
nym  was  derived,  for  wolves  ))rowlefl   throuii^h  the 
forests,  making  the  environs  of  tlie  settlements  hid- 
eous in  the  niufht-time  with   Iheii-  barks  .and   cries. 
He  settled  in  Iosco   Township.  Livinsiston    County, 
and  thei-e  ens^ased  in  farming.     He  lived  1o  reach 
the  good  old  age  of  fourscore  and  four  yeais.     His 
wife  passed  away  in   18.')fi.      Prior  to  his    death    he 
had  aetjuired  a  fine  farm,  coniinising  four  lnuidreil 
and  forty  acres  of  land  and  was  consideied   one  of 
the  well-to-do  farmer>  of    tlii^    couiilx.      His  father 


and  oui-  >ubjecf>  grandfather  was  William  Wright. 
He  located  at  an  eaiiy  day  in  l)alclies>  (  ounty.  >'. 
Y..  and  was  there  engaged  in  faiining.  His  grand- 
father was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  from 
Kngland  in  the  se\enteenth  century  and  >ettled  in 
Mas.-achusetts.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  William, 
was  a  .Major  in  tlic  Revolutionary  \\:\i-  and  dur- 
ing his  service  he  was  taken  pi'isoner  liy  the  Biit- 
ish  troops  and  held  for  a  long  time  on  board  the 
.lersey  prison  ship.  .lames  Wright,  our  >ubject's 
father,  was  honored  by  the  contidence  and  respect 
of  the  |)eople  where\er  he  went.  He  was  for  some 
time  in  Iosco  Townsliip  ,lu>tice  of  the  Peace  and 
Commissioner.  He  moved  to  Howell  in  1M7.S.  Of 
the  family  of  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  eight 
children  are  now  living — William.  Isaac.  Walter, 
.lohn  W..  Klisha  ('..  Thomas,'  Leonard  and  Philip. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  as  a  fanner 
boy  and  althougli  the  secrets  of  scientilic  and  prac- 
tical agricultural  life  were  eaily  inculcated  in  his 
young  mind,  he  leceived  a  good  education  and 
being  nalurally  a  brigiit  young  man,  assimilated 
all  that  came  within  the  sco))e  of  his  acquirement>. 
.Vfler  linishing  .school  he  taught  for  three  terms  in 
Livingston  Count\  and  tlien  turned  his  attention 
to  farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  the  tract  which 
he  cultivated  being  located  in  Iosco  Township. 
There  he  farmed  eight  hundred  and  foi'ty  acres 
and  was  thus  engaged  for  eighteen  years. 

(  hie  of  the  most  fertile  tracts  in  the  county — 
.Mr.  Wriulifs  farm — was  well  suited  for  most  ex- 
tensive and  prolific  cultivation.  He  had  erected  a 
tine  home  thereon.  wlii<'li  wa>  comfoitable  and 
con\  eniently  arrangeil.  He  made  a  >pecialit\'  of 
line  stock.  Kven  at  that  time  he  was  engaged  in 
;  the  lumlier  business,  owning  a  steam  sawmill  at  a 
distance  of  six  miles  fiom  Howell.  This  mill  he 
.also  lost  by  tire,  entailinga  loss  of  ¥l,0(io.  He  wa> 
in  the  lumber  business  for  .seven  years  and  was 
\ery  Miccessful. 

While  living  in  losco  Township  he  was  hom>red 
by  the  eleclion  to  ever\'  otHce  in  the  gift  of  the 
township  exci'pting  thai  of  ( 'oUector  ;inil  (  onstalile 
.and  at  the  time  he  renmved  to  Howell  seven  olfices 
weiv  made  vacant  by  his  departure.  In  l«.')(i  Mi. 
Wright  was  married  to  .Mi»>  Caroline  1  )i>broe.  .-i 
native  of    lhi>    State.      Seven    cliildreii     have    hlesl 
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this  union.     They  are  by  name,  Helen,  Lewis  A., 
Hester,  Seth,  Frank,  Fred  and  Erny  B. 

Politieally  lie  of  whom  we  write  affiliates  with 
the  l^emocratie  party,  its  free  trade  principles  ap- 
pealing to  his  commercial  interests.  Socially  he  is 
a  nieniher  of  the  Masons  and  is  .also  a  Knight 
Templar.  Mr.  Wright  has  a  fine  home,  located  on 
East  Street.  It  is  beautifully  located  and  sur- 
rounded with  shade  trees.  Interiorally  it  is  fur- 
nished and  decorated  most  lieautifully  and  yet  not 
too  line  for  daily  use.  lie  is  one  of  the  prominent 
lui>^iness  men  of  the  connty  and  is  conspicuous  for 
his  energy  and  go-ahead-itiveness. 


^>^^m 


3fi^ 
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sg,^,  AMUEL  A.  TP:LLER.  Prominent  among 
%,^  intelligent  and  jirospcrous  stock-raisers 
and  farmers,  and  well  known  throughout 
Cohoctali  Township,  this  county,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch.  His  fine  fai'm  with  its  excellent  improve- 
ments forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of 
Cohoctah  Township.  Mr.  Teller  was  horn  October 
22,  18.34,  in  Girard.  Erie  County,  Pa.  He  is  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Rosalinda  (Porter)  Teller  and  a  grand- 
son of  Henry  Teller,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  His  ancestors  came  to 
this  country  from  Scotland  and  the  old  gentleman 
himself  was  a  merchant  and  a  large  landowner. 

Mr.  Teller's  great-grandfather  emigrated  from 
vSeotland  and  here  reared  three  sons,  whose  names 
were,  Remsen,  Henry  and  James,  some  of  whom 
jiarticipated  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Wash- 
ington. Our  subject's  grandfather  served  in  the 
War  of  1812  as  Captain  of  artillery  and  carried  on 
a  large  mercantile  business  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  very  fond  of  horses  and  raised  some  of  the 
finest  breeds  known  at  that  day.  He  died  in 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  re- 
ligion, which  at  that  time  was  a  new  creed.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a  Democrat,  believing  in  the  party  in 
the  original  meaning  of  its  name.  He  was  the 
father  of  three  sons — Henry,  James  and  Remsen, 
and  also  of  three  daughters — Caroline,  Rebecca  and 


Maria,  all  of  whom  lived  to  have  families  of  their 
own.  Our  subject's  father  was  horn  in  Albany, 
January  1.  1802.  He  was  a  self-educated  man  and 
was  reared  a  farmer. 

Henry  Teller,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  left  home 
and  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.  About  1822  he  removed  totrlrard, 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  to  which  he 
added  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  1.  1888.  lie  aggregated  a  property  of 
live  hundred  acres.  His  son,  Henry,  is  now  the 
owner  of  the  homestead.  The  father  w.as  active 
in  politics.  Originally  a  Democrat,  tlie  issues  con- 
cerning Kansas  caused  him  to  change  and  he  be- 
came an  active  and  stanch  Republican.  He  was 
an  ardent  Abolitionist  and  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Rejiublican  party.  During  the 
years  of  ISfiO-til  he  served  in  the  Legislature  of 
Penns^ivania.  He  was  an  uncle  of  Senator  Teller. 
In  his  private  life  the  senior  Mr.  Teller  suffered 
much  sadness.  He  w.as  thrice  married.  His  first 
wife  boreseven  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to  years 
of  maturity.  They  are  Isaac  M.,  Jasper  N.,  Samuel 
A.,  Henry  R.,  John,  Louisa  and  ^lary.  Isaac  ser- 
!  ved  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  was  engaged 
I  in  the  engineer  corps.  Henry  fought  under  Sher- 
i'  man  and  John  was  killed  at  Savage  Station,  Va.,  in 
1862.  He  was  brevetted  a  First  Lieutenant.  The  first 
:Mrs.  Teller  died  May  23,  1813.  She  was  a  devoted 
Christian  and  a  tirm  believer  in  the  Presbjterian 
doctrines.  The  second  wife  was  Jane  (,'ross,  who 
bore  liiin  one  child,  JNIargaret.  ]\Irs.  .lane  Teller 
died  in  M.ay,  181!;).  The  third  wife  who  still  sur- 
vives, was  before  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Delia  Pat- 
terson. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  born  in  Girard,  I'a., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Josejih  and  Mary  (C'lai-k) 
I'orter,  who  were  natives  of  l']astern  New  York. 
The  former  was  a  miller  by  occupation.  He  and 
his  wife  both  passed  away  in  Girard,  Pa.  They 
were  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  creed.  The 
father  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  belief. 
He  is  well-known  as  an  uncle  of  Fitzjohn  Porter. 
Mr.  Samuel  A.  Teller  was  brought  up  on  the 
home  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Girard,  Pa.,  afterward  entering  the 
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llioh  Sc'liool  nt  .Madij^oii.  Wis.  At  tlie  age  o( 
eishteen  he  left  home  and  enaaoed  as  a  teacher, 
first  at  I'rsirie  du  C  lieiii.  In  l«,">S  he  came  to 
Cohoctali  'I'owiisliii)  and  located  on  section  l."i. 
He  liou<,dit.  the  followinu  year,  one  hundred  anil 
sixtv  acres  on  section  "22.  and  there  resided  for 
four  years.  l'"roni  that  ])lace  he  moved  to  section 
21,  where  he  lionyht  five  hnndi-ed  and  sixty  acres 
which  he  lient  his  etforts  toward  clearinii  and  im- 
provin<>-.  In  18!S(i  he  came  to  the  ])lace  wheieon 
he  now  resides,  which  is  located  on  section  22. 
He  here  owns  (Uie  hnudred  and  forty-four  acres  of 
well-cultivated  and  arable  land. 

For  some  years  the  orisjinal  of  our  sketch  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  still  holds  that 
oHice.  Formerly  a  iJepulilicaii.  he  is  now  an  ad- 
herent of  the  Democratic  i)arty.  'I'he  irenllenian 
knows  what  it  is  to  suffer  bereavement  in  the  fam- 
ily. His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  .lan- 
uarv  3.  IHoT,  and  who  was  a  dauu'hter  of  .lames 
and  :\Iary  Wilkins.  died  .May  ll.lS(!:i.  She  left 
one  child,  .a  son.  Willard  K.:  she  was  a  member  of 
the  I'nited  Hrethren  Cluu-ch.  December  21.  l«7(t. 
oiu-  subject  .MKain  assumed  the  matrimonial  relation, 
his  bride  beinj>  .Miss  Eliza  Howers.  who  was  born 
in  Oneida  County.  X.  Y..  in  IM.id.  She  was  a 
dauohlcr  of  .lohn  and  .Mary(t'ole)  liowers.  I'.\- 
this  niairiaiie  five  children  have  come  to  bless  the 
estate  of  their  jiarents.  They  are,  John  A.,  Ella. 
Edward  I)..  Alary  U.  and  :\!abel  E. 


;5^i^2^ 


-So~ 


IMorilV  WAIJNEH.  who  has  lived  in  llriali- 
tou  Township,  Livingston  County,  since 
S^^  1S37,  is  a  native  of  Livinsi'ston  County, 
X,  Y..  and  was  born  in  the  township  of  La\-onia. 
Sejitemlier  1!».  l«lil.  .Vlthoni;h  he  lias  reached 
more  than  three-score  years  and  ten  usually  allotted 
to  man.  he  has  lost  none  of  his  interest  in  life.  His 
father  was  Dute  \\  arner.  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
who  emiirrated  t<i  \'erniont  and  thence  to  Xew 
^'ork.  At  an  early  day  he  moved  his  family  to 
.Miehiiian.  but  retnrne<l  to  New  '\"ork  in  a  short 
time,  where  he    spent    the    remainder    of    his    life. 


Our  suliject  was  in  his  nineteenth  year  when 
he  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents  in  1M37. 
His  manliness  liavina  been  early  developed  by 
the  e.xiaencies  of  the  time,  although  it  was  so 
wild  here,  his  i)arents  left  him  behind  on  their 
return  to  New  York  and  since  that  time  he  has 
here  made  his  lesidence. 

Our  sidiject  beaan  his  career  by  farming  land  on 
shares.  There  were  but  lhr<'e  settlers  in  this  vicin- 
ity in  \H'A1  and  yoiuii>  as  he  was.  and  inexperi- 
enced in  organization,  Mr.  AVarner  was  called  vf])on 
to  a.ssist  in  organizing  the  township,  and  in  giving 
its  name.  In  those  early  days,  things  were  as  prim- 
itive as  possilile  and  had  it  not  licen  for  the  hard 
labor  reipiired  in  I'cducing  the  fields  to  a  produc- 
tive state,  one  with  artistic  instincts  could  h;ne 
reveled  in  the  wilderness  of  sylvan    beauty. 

.\lthough  oil]'  subject  was  never  much  of  a  hun- 
ter, he  has  frequently  seen  as  many  as  thirty-six 
deer  in  a  drove  that  seemed  to  lecoguize  in  him  a 
friend,  so  mildly  did  they  tuin  upon  him  their 
beautiful  eyes.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  fre- 
(piently  exchanged  beads  for  venison  with  the 
Indians.  lie  purchased  his  first  land  ••dMuit  1X4."). 
It  was  located  on  section  27. and  was  entirely  unim- 
proved. He  bent  his  energies  and  efforts  toAvard 
bringing  it  to  a  cultivated  state,  and  has  ever  been 
a  hard  worker. 

In  1^*47.  Mr.  Warner  was  united  in  inairiage  to 
.Mi.ss  Lucretia  Jones,  who  wasa  native  of  Xew  York, 
ha\ing  come  hither  with  her  parents  in  an  earlv 
day.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  (ieorge;  Henry;  John,  who 
is  decea.sed;  Louisa;  Lottie,  also  decea.sed.  and  .VI- 
fred.  The  young  people  who  are  still  living,  are 
intelligent  .Miid  iiidustrions.  being  worth  v  re]jresen- 
tatives  of  thai  cla.ss  of  people  who  aecoini)lish  most 
in  the  world.  They  make  a  comfortable  and  plea- 
sant home,  each  memlier  <if  the  fainih'  doinahis  or 
her  ntinosi  to  be  an  inspiration  to  the  be.«t  work 
.and  thought  for  those  with  whom  they  are  a.ssoci- 
ated. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was,  previous  to  1884. 
a  Keinililican,  and  since  that  time  has  transferred 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  part\'  feelina  that 
in  its  ])riiiciples  and  platform,  there  are  more  and 
better  advantages  for  the  agricultural  class  than  in 
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any  other.  The  confidence  and  respect  that  the 
people  of  the  commuaity  repose  in  him  of  whom 
we  write  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
appointed  to  several  offices  of  importance  in  the 
gift  of  the  township.  For  two  years  he  was  Town- 
ship Treasurer,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  a  Road  Commissioner  for  three  years  and 
during  the  term  of  his  office  did  efficient  service  in 
putting  in  a  good  condition  the  arteries  that  cairy 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Our  subject  is  the  owner 
of  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  has  been  the 
l)r()prietor  of  six  hundred  acres,  but  has  disposed 
of  all  but  his  present  holdings.  At  one  time  lie 
owned  a  half  interest  in  the  old  Woodruff  grist- 
mill, which  was  built  at  an  early  day  and  which 
stands  near  where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Warner  has 
been  a  successful  farmer  and  indeed,  were  his  labor 
and  industry  not  thus  rewarded,  one  would  ques- 
tion justice  and  equity.  It  is  said  that  we  shall 
eat  bread  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  there  is 
notliing  sadder  than  to  see  early  labor  and  indus- 
try go  for  nauglit  in  the  afternoon  of  life.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  in  a  position  to  thoroughly  en- 
joy the  going  down  of  the  sun,  and  his  many 
friends  wish  for  him  that  the  sunset  may  be  as 
broad,  bright  and  enduring  as  possible.  He  has 
been  dividing  his  property  among  his  children  pre- 
paring for  the  end. 


yWLLIAM  S.  TURNER.  The  part  owner 
/  and  proprietor  of  tlie  excellent  farm  lo- 
,  _  cated  on  section  29,  Williamston  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  is  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  the  son  of  Richard 
Turner,  whose  father  was  Stiles  Turner,  a  native 
of  Blassachusetts,  who  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
New  York  and  in  1831  came  to  Jackson  County, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  His  wife,  before  lier  marriage,  was 
Deborah  Morton  and  unto  them  were  born  ten 
sons  and  three  daughters.  In  early  days  Stiles 
Turner  was  a  sailor   but  devoted  the  latter  part 


of  Ms  life  to  farming.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of 
forty  years  and  his  wife  passed  away  about  1853. 
All  that  was  mortal  of  him  was  laid  to  rest  at 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  as  was  also  his  wife  who 
died  in  the  city  of  Lansing.  Mr.  Turner  was  in 
Cuba  at  the  time  of  the  insurrection,  when  the  ne- 
groes tried  to  overturn  the  Government. 

Our  subject's  father.  Richard  Turner,  w.as  born 
in  New  York,  January  11,  1814.  He  came  to 
.Jackson  Countj-,  settling  in  Lima  Center,  when  a 
lad  of  seventeen  years  of  age,  being  independent 
and  supporting  himself  by  working  on  a  farm. 
He  was  married  in  that  count}'  in  1849  to  Miss 
Euphemia  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Smitli,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  who,  after  emigrating  to  Amer- 
ica, removed  from  New  Jersey  to  New  York  and 
finally  settled  in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  later  com- 
ing to  Ingham  County,  where  his  decease  took 
place.  His  wife  was  Pilizabeth  (Smith)  Smith. 
They  reared  a  large  family. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  eight  children  born  to  his 
parents;  they  are  Florence  E.,  Augustus,  Libby, 
Frank  N.,  William  S.,  Hattie,  Kate  E.  and  John 
M.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  Lansing  when  it 
was  all  woods,  and  at  one  time  was  lost  in  the  for- 
est where  the  State  Capitol  now  stands.  In  1837 
he  came  to  Ingham  County,  but  soon  returned  to 
New  York  and  there  remained  until  1842,  when 
he  returned  to  Ingham  County  and  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  carpenter,  assisting  in  erecting  the  first 
frame  house  ever  built  in  Lansing.  He  was  var- 
iously employed  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
April  8,  1888.  His  wife  and  family  still  reside  at 
the  homestead  in  Williamston  where  the  father 
settled  in  1866.  He  and  his  wife  were  ardent  be- 
lievers in  Prohibition  principles. 

Our  subject,  William  S.  Turner,  was  born  March 
7,  1858,  in  Lansing,  and  was  engaged  in  school 
work  and  in  assisting  his  father  until  twenty-one 
yeais  of  age  when  he  took  a  trip  to  California  and 
was  gone  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Ingham  County  and  has  since  been  emplo^-ed  in 
cultivating  the  old  homestead.  He  was  married 
December  29,  1886,  in  Emmett  County,  Mich.,  to 
Arvilla  Long,  daughter  of  Asbury  T.  Long,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  who  had  removed  from  the  Buckeye 
State  when  a  young  man.     He  was  there  married 
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to  Jane  Moore,  a  daughter  of  William  Moore,  and 
a  native  of  Ohio.  To  them  were  born  fonr  sons 
iind  four  dauijhters.  In  1870  he  came  to  Miclii- 
(jan.  locating  tirst  at  Lansing  where  he  resided  for 
six  years,  when  he  went  to  Kmuiett  County  where 
he  now  resides  at  Harbor  Si>rinos.  He  served 
tlinniii'li  the  late  rebellion. 

Our  subject  and  liis  wife  are  the  parents  of  oul' 
chikl,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Hazel.  Theii- 
home  life  is  very  pleasant,  Mrs.  Turner  liaving  a 
genius  for  making  all  about  her  comfortable  and 
happj-.  Socially  jNIr.  Turner  is  a  blaster  Mason, 
lielongingto  Williamston  Lodge,  No.  153.  He  has 
held  most  of  the  offices  in  the  JMasonic  lodge  and 
is  at  present  Senior  Deacon.  Politically  be  is  a 
Hepul)lican,  having  the  greatest  faith  in  the  future 
of  that  pai'ty. 


■■►ti^ifJ.T.tT-'  p->"  r  ^' 


?  I  '  I  ' 


1  EORG  E  L.  C:  ARTER.  This  prominent  agri- 
III  —-.  culturist  residing  on  .sections  28  and  29, 
"^J^jj  White  Oak  Township,  Ingham  County,  has 
a  handsome  estate  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  an  excellent  state  of  improvement. 
He  has  lived  in  this  county  for  many  years  and 
has  done  much  to  ))uild  up  its  institutions  and  to 
aid  in  its  develoi)ment.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  his  portrait  and  the  following 
brief  account  of  his  life. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1818,  and  in  that  vicinity  received  his  education 
and  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  came  to  this  i)lace 
before  his  marriage  and  when  about  thirty-three 
years  of  age.  The  bride  whom  he  brought  to  his 
home  was  Abigail  Harris  and  to  her  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Ella  A.,  who  married  Thomas  Gil- 
liam and  Grant  G.,  who  took  to  wife  Nettie  Smith. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children, 
which  occurred  May  .3,  1882,  JMr.  Carter  was,  in 
1887,  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Emeline  Hicock, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Smith. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Barzilla  t'arter,  was 
a  native  of  the  Wooden  Nutmeg  State,  as  was  also 
the  mother  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Carrey. 


To  them  were  born  eight  children,  two  daughters 
and  six  sons,  (reorge  being  tlie  youngest  of  the 
family.  Only  two  of  this  household  are  now  sur- 
viving. Joseph  T.  married  Olive  Fuller,  a  native 
of  Connecticut;  Cinderella  married  Ezra  Clark,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  is  tlip  motlier  of  eight 
children;  Norman  B.,  wlio  w.as  liorn  in  Connecticut 
married  Mentha  Hraddish,  who  is  the  mother  of  two 
childi-en;  William  II.  was  l>orn  in  Connecticut  and 
married  Harriet  Hanan,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren; Lorenzo  D.  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
married  Lunia  Beardsley;  Russel  A.,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  in  181 1,  married  Rebecca  Quacken- 
bush  for  his  first  wife;  >Iary  K..  who  w.as  born  in 
New  York,  married  lleman  Harris;  our  subject 
completes  the  family  circle. 

George  Lewis  Carter  has  made  a  success  of  agri- 
culture. His  broad  acres  yield  him  a  handsome 
income  and  upon  his  farm  he  raises  many  fine 
specimens  of  stock,  as  he  makes  stock-raising  his 
main  business  and  devotes  himself  especially  to 
thorough-bred  cattle,  hogs  and  horses.  He  now 
lives  near  the  old  liomestead  where  he  first  located; 
there  was  a  log  house  and  barn  on  the  place  when 
he  settled  there.  At  that  time  wild  animals  were 
alnindant  throughout  this  part  of  ^Michigan  and  he 
has  seen  man>'  packs  of  wolves  and  herds  of  deer. 
Mr.  Carter  east  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  and  he  has  been  from  that  day  to  this  a 
consistent  Republican.  His  wife  is  an  earnest  and 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church 
in  which  she  finds  a  broad  field  for  activity  and 
usefulness. 


ifLi^ON.  ALONZO  T.  FRISBEE.  Among  the 
native  sons  of  the  Wolverine  State,  we  can 
point  to  few  whose  record  is  more  honor- 
able and  more  briglit  than  that  of  him 
whose  name  we  here  present.  His  private  life  is 
unexceptional  and  his  public  life  is  marked  with 
more  than  ordinary  success,  for  of  the  nineteen 
times  when  his  name  has  been  before  the  people  for 
their  suffrages  he  has  been  successful  sixteen  times, 
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although  on  many  occasions  his  party  was  in  the 
iniiioritv.  ills  liiinu'  i>  in  ('ohoctali  T(i\vnslii|i. 
I^iviniiston  County,  and  his  birth  was  in  liowcll. 
Octolier  12.  1840.  His  i)arents  Ezi'a  and  Liicin<ia 
(Thompson)  Frisliee,  were  natives  of  lMontgomer\- 
and  TleikinuT  Counties.  X.  Y..  lespectively. 

Hoswell  Frisliee,  tlie  orandfatlier  of  our  suhjeet, 
was  (if  Welsh  orii>in.  and  a  farmer  in  Canaan.  Cnl- 
uniliia  County.  X.  Y..  wjio  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Ilis  i^ood  wife  I'liielie  Dorr,  wlio  bore  to 
him  six  cliilchen.  was  of  Enii'lish  deseent.  Tlieii- 
children  were  Susan.  Kdwai'd.  Ezra,  .hiditli.  Alex- 
ander and  I'lidlie.  He  entered  the  i-eiiulai'  army 
of  the  I'nited  States,  and  died  in  Florida  duriiii>- 
the  Seminole  Wai'. 

The  father  of  our  Milijet  t  was  horn  August  II. 
1812,  in  Canaan.  Columliia  County.  X.  ^  ..  :ind 
passed  his  boyhood  upon  a  farm;  after  he  reached 
the  age  of  seven  years  he  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle,  with  whom  he  continued  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  lie  settled  on  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  near  where  Howell  now  stands, 
and  nineteen  yeai's  later  renio\-cd  to  (dlioctah 
Townsliiii.  wiiieh  has  since  been  his  home.  In  hi> 
earlier  years  his  ))olitical  attiliations  were  with  llie 
Whig  party,  and  later  lie  became  a  Republican  and 
a  Oreeidjacker.  while  his  religious  convictions  have 
brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Universalist 
Church.  His  three  children  are.  Alonzo  T..  Mar- 
garet E..  now  ISIrs.  Vandercook,  and  Edward  A. 

Alonzo  T.  Frisliee  received  an  excellent  ed\ica- 
tion  through  the  facilities  afforded  by  Michigan's 
admirable  sciiool  system,  and  completing  liis  cour.se 
at  the  Howell  High  Scliool.  there  tf)ok  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  entered  IhvantA'  Stratton's 
Commercial  College,  and  was  graduated  from  this 
institution  in  Feln-uary.  I8(i4.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  entered  into  an  arraniieinent 
to  work  for  his  father,  and  thus  coutuiued  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  years  old.  when  upon  settlinu  up 
their  accounts  it  was  found  that  thi'  neat  sum  of 
*2.000  was  his  as  the  result  of  his  seven  years  labor. 

The  young  )nan  took  a  tour  through  the  States 
of  Iowa  and  .Minnesota  prospecting  for  a  new 
home,  but  finally  decided  that  Michigan  was  good 
enough  for  iiim,  and  here  he  has  since  remained. 
In  1871  he  went  to  Isabella  County,  expecting  to 


buy  land  from  the  Indians,  as  the  Government  had 
issued  titles,  liut  not  succeeding  in  this  |)lan.  he 
purchased  instead  four  hundred  acres  on  the  school 
section,  and  four  years  later  returned  there  and  ob- 
t;\ineil  of  the  Indians  sonu-  five  hundred  acres  more. 
There  he  lived  for  three  years  in  true  pioneer  style 
and  besides  improving  his  own  land  and  Iniying 
and  selling  farms  in  Isabella  County,  he  built  a 
store  and  established  a  nourishing  trade  with  the 
Indians  and  a  few  white  settlers.  His  first  home 
tliere  was  a  mere  log  shanty,  roofed  with  basswood 
troughs  and  corked  with  moss.  His  first  wheat 
crop  yielded  him  twenty-three  bushels  to  the  acre. 
It  had  lieen  cleared  by  the  help  of  the  Indians. and 
it  was  put  in  without  plowing,  as  the  grain  was 
dimply  sowed  on  the  ground,  and  dr.agged  over 
three  tinu's. 

In  1878  a  reipiest  came  to  Mr.  Frisliee  from  his 
])arents  that  he  sluudd  return  to  the  old  home- 
stead and  take  cai'c  <if  them  in  their  declining 
vears.  Realizing  that  he  owed  them  a  delit  of 
gratitude  which  he  could  never  rejiay.  he  rented 
his  farm  in  Isabella  County  and  returned  to  his  old 
home  where  he  still  resides  and  faithfully  cares  for 
his  parents  in  fheir  old  age.  To  him  they  have 
deeded  the  homestead,  and  he  nowcarrieson  farm- 
ing operations  there,  lie  was  recently  married  to 
.\nna  B.  Listerman.  and  they  enjoy  the  society  of 
his  jiarcnts.  He^^s  an  agreeable  gentleman  of  pol- 
ished manners,  and  makes  friends  with  all  whom 
he  meets. 

The  otlicial  life  (if  our  subject  began  at  the  age  of 
twenty -one.  when  he  served  as  Clerk  and  afterward 
was  for  five  terms  Supervisor  of  C(jhoctoii  Town- 
ship, and  for  thiee  terms  Sujiervisor  of  Notaway 
Township.  Isabella  County.  He  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  in  1882.  and  in  1888  and  1890  he  was 
elected  Registrar  of  Deeds  of  Livingston  County, 
which  ottice  he  now  fills.  His  early  voting  was 
with  the  Repiihlicaii  pai-tv  until  187.5,  when  he 
allied  himself  with  the  (Greenback  party,  and  is 
now  a  Democrat.  He  is  one  of  theiiioneer  (ireen- 
hackers  of  the  State,  believing  that  law  makes 
money,  and  not  the  material  of  which  it  is  made; 
that  gold  and  silver  are  too  expensive  and  cum- 
bersome for  money,  and  that  the  greenback  is  a 
representati v(>  of   value  and   also   of  onr   national 
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struggle  when  it  came  into  existence.  He  believes 
that  the  greenback  is  a  token  to  the  peojile  that 
they  had  done  something  for  their  CJovernmcnt, 
and  is  redeemable  by  all  as  a  token  of  its  worth  in 
laVior  and  material. 

The  mother  of  our  sul)ject  was  horn  November 
o.  1815,  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y..  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Margaret  (Morris)  Thompson, 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  1H3.").  Mr.  Tiiompson 
was  an  extensive  farmer  ;uh1  miller,  and  owned 
some  three  thousand  acres  where  Howell  now 
stands,  and  passed  from  earth's  activities  about  the 
year  184(1.  With  all  of  Mr.  Frisbee's  successes  in 
life,  he  has  .-dso  had  his  misfortunes,  principal 
among  which  was  that  caused  by  a  tornado  that 
>wept  ovi'r  his  farm  in  Is.aliella  Countj^  on  the  llith 
of  September,  1878,  which  laid  his  farm  waste,  de- 
stroyed his  store  and  left  nothing  behind  but  ruin 
and  desolation.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  judgment., 
and  is  often  asked  to  settle  estates  for  his  neigh- 
bors, and  is  of  a  generous  and  liberal  nature,  ever 
havnig  an  open  hand  for  the  necessities  of  others. 


E*^* 


•i^=^='i- 


yWLLIAM  II.  McENALLY,  Justice  of  the 
'/  Peace  and  Pension  Attorney,  at  Williains- 
\>^^  town,  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  John, 
whose  father,  Terrance,  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  and 
settled  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.  Here  the  emi- 
grant married  and  reared  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  His  son,  John,  w.as  born 
there  in  1805  and  made  it  his  home  until  the  year 
of  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio,  a  few  months  before  his  demise. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  his 
native  county  to  Lydia  Diinm,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Dimm,  a  Pennsylvanian  of  German  descent. 
The  children  of  Rev.  John  McEnally  were  Charles 
P.,  William  II.,  John  C.,  Mary  C.,  Martha,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  fatliei-  was  a  Methodist 
minister  having  liad  his  education  at  Baltimore, 
Md.  and  being  a  member  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 


ence, lie  died  in  1845  and  the  mother  was  after- 
ward married  to  .lolni  (  hamberlain  by  whom  she 
had  six  children.  Sln'  later  removed  to  Clyde. 
Ohio,  where  she  died  in   1888. 

Our  subject  was  l)orn  July  31.  18:51),  in  Lycom- 
ing County,  Pa.,  and  when  tifteen  years  old  went 
to  Toledo  where  he  worked  in  a  hotel.  Two  years 
later  he  went  to  Chicago  and  secured  a  [josition  as 
newslwy  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  in  which 
be  continued  for  two  years  and  then  took  a  situa- 
tion on  the  Mississippi  River  as  cabin  boy  and 
porter  on  a  steamboat  plying  between  St.  Louis 
and  LaSalle,  and  for  one  season  l)etween  St.  Loui> 
and  New  Orleans. 

The  young  man  returned  home  ill  l^((i(l  and  in 
October,  1861  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Seventy- 
second  Ohio  Infantry  and  served  until  November 
11,  18fi5.  He  entered  as  First  Corporal  .and  was 
promoted  to  a  .Sergeancy  and  after  two  years'  ser- 
vice was  detailed  as  Orderly  under  Gen.  McMillan, 
whom  he  served  until  the  close  of  his  term.  He 
W.1S  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Louisville  for  two  weeks,  after 
which  he  was  at  home  during  a  ninety  days'  fur- 
lough. 

After  returning  to  his  regiment  the  young 
soldier  took  part  in  the  following  battles:  Ft.  Gib- 
son, Mississippi  Spring,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Vicks- 
burg,  the  siege  of  Jackson,  and  the  battle  of  Bran- 
don. His  regiment  belonged  to  the  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps  under  A.  J.  Smith,  and  they  were 
known  .as  Smith's  (iuenillas  or  the  Wandering 
Tribe  of  Israel.  T'ley  made  a  twelve  hundred- 
mile  march  after  tleii.  Price  and  at  the  battle  of 
Guntown  our  suliject  was  taken  prisoner,  but  after 
five  days  made  his  escape  and  traveled  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  miles  to  joju  his  regiment.  He 
was  recaptured  at  Pontotoc,  ]\tiss.  )>y  the  guerrillas 
but  was  paroled  and  continued  on  his  way  to 
Memphis.  He  was  then  engaged  in  battle  at  Tu- 
pelo, Spanish  Fort  and  Montgomery,  .41.i.,  and  at 
jNIeriden,  Miss,  helped  in  receiving  the  surrender 
of  Dick  Ta^-lor's  men,  soon  after  which  they  were 
mustered  out  at  Vicksburg.  Our  suliject  had  two 
brothers  in  the  service,  one  in  the  Eighth  Ohio 
Infantry  one  in  the  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

For  one  year  after  the  close  of  the  war   Mr.  Mc- 
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Enally  was  engaged  in  farming  near  his  home  in 
Ohio,  and  in  1867  he  came  to  Leslie,  Mich.,  and  on 
Christmas  Day  of  the  followina;  year  lie  was  mar- 
I'ied  to  Mary  Delamater.  a  dauijhter  (if  lienjaniin 
and  Elizabeth  Delamater,  natives  of  Canada.  The 
only  child  of  this  marriage  is  Cora  K.,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Hrusselhack  and  resides  in  Williamstown.  Her 
mother  died  in  1874  and  her  father  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1882  to  Plora  E.  Hills,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
.lohn  E.  Hills  who  is  a  farmer  near  Holly,  N.  V. 
This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  son. 
Arthur  AV.  Mr.  McEnally  is  senior  Vice  Com- 
mander in  the  (irand  Army  of  the  liepuldie  and 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  foi'  fourteen  years, 
besides  filling  the  office  of  Village  Clerk  for  five 
years.  He  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  active  in  the  supjiuit  of  the  iinrty. 


■^l/OHN  B.  PARK,  M.  D.  The  characteiistics 
which  distinguished  our  subject's  .ancestors 
mark  the  repre.sentative  of  the  present 
generation.  As  Scotclimen  ever  have  and 
always  must,  he  must  go  to  the  bottom  of  things. 
— know  the  reason  why  and  philosophize  on  every 
subject  that  he  takes  up.  As  intimated  al>ove.  the 
ancestors  of  the  gentleman  whose  sketch  we  here 
give,  on  his  father's  side  came  originally  from 
Scotland.  His  grandfather,  Alexander  Park,  was 
a  native  of  New  .Tersey  and  combined  the  trade  of 
carpentry  with  his  calling  .as  a  farmer.  Our  sub- 
ject's grandmother,  ilaria  \'an  Beigen.  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  David  Park,  who 
was  born  near  Wliitehouse.  N.  .1.,  in  .June.  1822. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-breeding 
and  died  in  the  old  home  in  1873.  Dr.  .1.  B.  Park 
was  born  in  Blairstown,  N.  .]..  May  6.  1851.  He  is 
one  of  six  children  liorn  to  David  and  Mary  A. 
(Crane)  Park,  natives  of  New  .lersey.  .Mrs.  Park 
was  born  in  June.  1821  and  died  at  AVhitehouse.  N. 
J.,  October  1.3,  1891.  Our  subject  remained  at  home 
\intil  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  dividing  his  time 


between  work  on  the  farm  and  attendance  at  dis- 
trict and  select  school.  In  1867  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  spent  one  year  in  attendence  at  Prof.  M. 
V.  Park's  school  in  Lan.sing,  after  which  he  spent 
two  sununers  in  the  Lansing  High  School,  teaching 
during  the  winter  terms  of  1868-69  and  '69-7(1  in 
Clinton  County,  when  he  was  very  successful  in 
his  work. 

Returning  to  the  old  home  in  New  Jersey  in 
1870  the  subject  of  our  sketch  commenced  study- 
ing medicine  with  Di'.  Pennington,  under  whose 
tutelage  he  prepared  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Inivcrsity  of  Penn.sylvania.  which  he  entered  in 
the  fall  of  IH71.  This  institution  has  a  high  rep- 
utation in  its  medical  department  throughout  the 
rnited  States  and  from  it  Mr.  I'ark  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1873.  He  first  located 
for  the  ])ractice  of  his  jirofession  in  Evai'tstown. 
X.  .1..  and  Jifter  a  few  months  moved  to  L.'insing. 
Midi.,  where  lie  remained  about  a  year.  In  Octo- 
ber, IM74,  our  subject  moved  to  Okemos  where  lie 
has  ever  since  lived,  having  acquired  a  wide  re- 
putation as  a  skillful  and  successful  [iractitioiier  in 
medicine  and  surgery. 

Dr.  Park  abandoned  the  bachelor  ranks  in  lH7(i. 
His  union  with  Mi.ss  Emma  Everett  took  place  the 
22nd  of  ^larch  of  that  year.  The  lady  was  a  native 
of  Lansing  Township.  Together  they  enjoyed 
but  one  year  of  domestic  happiness,  Mrs.  Emma 
Park's  decease  occurring  Augnst  .5,  1877.  Two 
years  later  the  Doctor  again  entered  into  the 
matrimonial  relation.  His  nujjtials  with  Miss  Mary 
F.  Phelps,  were  solemnized  Alarcli  2,  1879.  Mrs. 
Jlary  Park  is  a  native  of  Okemos  and  a  daughter 
of  Noah  Phelps,  an  old  resident  of  Meridian 
TownshiiJ.  Iiisj^liaiii  County  and  one  <if  its  most 
prominent  and  jirogressive  farmers.  Dr.  Park  is 
the  owneidf  a  tine  trad  of  land  comprising  one 
hundred  and  ten  acres  on  sections  2.  3.  9.  and  10 
in  Alaiedon  Townslii|).  .\  large  i)ortion  of  this 
tract  was  impracticable  for  cultivation  at  the  time 
of  his  purchase,  but  by  putting  in  two  miles  of  tile 
he  has  reclaimed  seventy  acres  which  was  before 
considered  unprolitable  swanii)  land. 

Dr.  Park  is  a  member  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance 
of  Okemos  and  affiliates  with  the  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  of  Okemos.  belonging  to  Lodge  No. 
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252.  and  at  prosent  hold.-  Xhv  otHc-e  of  Worshipful 
Master.  Politioally  lie  easts  the  weight  of  his  vote 
and  iiifluenee  with  the  Deinoeratie  party  and  is 
one  (if  the  most  aetive  representatives  of  that 
polilieal  liody  in  this  vieinity.  He  is  now  Clerk 
of  Meridian  Township,  and  has  been  urged  to  ae- 
eept  other  positions,  hut  having  only  a  general 
interest  in  polities  has  deelined.  Mrs.  Park  is  a 
inenilier  of  Congregational  Church  of  Lansing. 
She  is  an  e.stimalile  lady  who  eoniniends  herself 
most  graeiously  to  whoever  she  meets.  Dr.  Park 
is  visiting  Physieian  of  the  Poor  House  of  higham 
County.  Bi)th  piofessionally  and  Huaneially  he 
has  been  very  sueeessful.  Mi-  home  is  in  an  attrac- 
tive and  comfortalile  brick  house  which  he  has 
liuilt  since  eomiiiu  to  Okemos. 


^■i^i 


/AMES  BL.VN.  .Moormen  lind  the  >ucce->- 
ful  pursuit  of  agriculture  sutticient  to  i-m- 
!  ploy  their  time  to  the  exclusion  of  olhei- 
'  interests,  but  he  of  whom  we  write  unites 
successfully  with  this  occupation  that  of  a  livery- 
man and  merchant,  lieing  located  in  Fowlerville. 
Livingston  County,  where  he  has  a  large  jiatiou- 
age  in  both  branches  of  his  enii)loynients.  He  is 
a  native  of  Ontario  Township,  Wayne  County. 
N.  Y..  lieing  theie  born  December  25.  IMd.  and  a 
son  of  .loseph  and  Kliza  (Waters)  Tiean.  natives  of 
England,  their  marriage  having  taken  place  in  that 
country,  after  which  tliey  came  to  America  in 
I83().  and  settled  in  Wayne  County,  where  the 
father  was  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1856,  when  there  w.as  a  spirit  of  unrest  (ler- 
vading  every  branch  of  social  and  commercial  life, 
not  only  in  this  cfnintry.  but  in  foreign  lands,  the 
elder  Mr.  Bean  removed  liis  family  to  ^lichigan 
and  settled  in  Iosco  Township,  where  he  engaged 
ill  farming.  Thence  he  i-emoved  to  Ohio,  and 
there  remained  for  ten  years,  returning,  however, 
to  Michigan,  where  his  decease  took  place  in  18KH. 
>urviving  his  wife  by  eight  years,  she  having 
passed  away  in  IHHii.  Our  >ubiect's  father  had 
great  faith  in   Tve|julilican    princijiles.     He  and    his 


wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  fif 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are:  Mary,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Press;  John,  James;  Sophronia,  Mrs. 
Roney. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  this  State^ 
which  in  his  boyhood  was  stimulated  to  secure  the 
best  advantages  in  this  directifm.  and  therefore  at 
comjiaratively  an  early  period  in  rts  history  it 
compared  favorably  with  older  States  in  an  educa- 
tional point  ot  view.  Mr.  Bean  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm.  His  start  out  in  life  for  himself  was 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  when  he  realized  that 
the  welfare  of  another  person  depended  upon  his 
energv  and  progress  in  a  business  way.  In  1862 
he  pledged  his  faith  and  [n-otection  to  Miss  Chloe 
Lockwood.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in 
L)sco.  She  i>  a  daughter  of  Ziiciieus  and  Eliza- 
beth (Tracy)  Lockwood.  natives  of  New  York, 
whocame  to  Michigan  in  1845.  and  settled  in  Iosco 
Towushiii.  Livingston  County.  Here  they  engaged 
in  farming,  being  reasonably  successful  in  that  line 
of  woik.  Mr.  Lockwood  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  gave  them  the  weight  of  his  vote 
and  inrtuence.  Both  parents  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  here,  and  here  passed  away.  Four 
children  that  were  born  of  tiiis  union  are  now  liv- 
inif.  Thev  are:  ^Irs.  Bean.  .)ohn;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried -V.  Smock:  ami  .lenny.  who  is  now  Mrs. 
( iorton. 

.Vfter  marriage  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
was  engaged  in  farming  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Marion  Township.  He  lived  on  the  same  for  eight 
vears.  and  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Fowlerville. 
where  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  also  being 
the  ])roprietor  of  the  Commercial  Hotel.  Later  he 
engaged  also  in  the  mercantile  busine.ss.  As  is 
evident,  he  is  a  man  of  varied  capabilities  and 
of  broad  plans.  He  has  built  a  double  brick  store 
on  (irand  Avenue  that  adds  greatly  to  the  value 
of  the  property  in  that  vicinity.  He  is  now  build- 
in<i  another  handsome  block  adjoining  the  first. 
which  is  to  contain  two  stores. 

The  owner  of  two  tine  residences  in  Fowler- 
ville, Mr.  Bean's  own  home  is  indeed  a  charming 
place;  attractive,  commodious  and  elegant  in  all 
its  appointments,  it  compares  favorably  with  the 
most  modern  residences  in  our  metropolitan  cities. 
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The  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  near  Fowlerville,  as  will  readily  be 
conjoctured,  Mr.  Bean  finds  but  little  time  to  give 
it  his  personal  attention.  It  is,  however,  success- 
fully carried  on  and  yields  him  a  handsome  in- 
come. Besides  his  property  in  Fowlerville  our 
subject  owns  two  stores  at  Byron,  which  bring  him 
a  generous  rental. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  many  positions  and  offices  within  the  township's 
gifts  and  h.is  been  one  of  the  most  active  members 
in  the  village  Council.  Our  subject's  family  com- 
prises only  one  son,  Ira,  who  married  Miss  Ida 
Riljley.  He  is  a  druggist,  engaged  in  business  in 
Detroit.  Mr.  Bean  is  a  Democrat  in  political  fol- 
lowing. .Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  is  one 
of  the  i)rominent  men  and  active  promoters  of  the 
interests  of  this  idace. 


— ^•{••{••{••i'  S^^*  •i••5••^•^~ 


DWAUl)   WILLI.VM.S.      Among  the  British- 
.Vnicrican  citizens  who  arc  doiny  good  worii 
^^^    ill  'ryroiic'rowusjup.  l,i\ingsl()ii  County,  is 


the  above  named  wlu>  owns  and  operates  a  farm  on 
section  15.  lie  seems  to  jiossess  all  the  ((ualities 
necessarv  to  ]irosperity  in  tliis  line  of  work.  Iieiiig 
industrious,  thrifty  and  observing,  noting  every 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  soil  and  in  the 
cliniatic  inllueiu'es.  .•nid  lieiiit;  quick  to  take  advan- 
tage of  each. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  horn  in  Moinnoutb. 
England,  September  4.  180!)  and  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iam .and  Ann  (Williams)  Williams  both  natives  of 
Monmouthshire.  The  father  was  a  .shoemaker  by 
trade  and  he  and  his  good  wife  brought  to  man's 
and  woman's  estate  seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Our  subject  and  his  eldest  brother,  Thomas,  both 
reared  families  and  two  of  the  daughters,  Elizabeth 
and  Ann  each  had  two  children:  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Combs,  having  a  son  and  a  daughter;  and  Ann, 
Mrs.  Wright,  having  two  daughters. 

The  family  all  remained  in  their  native  home 
with  the  exception  of  Edward  Williams  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1850.  spending   five  weeks 


upon  the  Atlantic  and  landing  in  New  York  in 
June  of  that  year.  He  had  heard  in  his  native  home 
of  the  wealth  of  climate  and  soil  of  the  fair  State 
of  Michigan,  and  hither  he  came  at  once  making 
his  home  in  Waterford  Township,  Oakland  County, 
where  he  rented  a  farm  for  three  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1853  he  removed  to  the  home  which  he 
now  occupies  on  section  15,  Tyrone  Township, 
purchasing  at  that  time  sixty  acres,  to  which  he 
lias  added  by  purch.'ise  until  now  he  has  ninety 
acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  improved  and  i-ichly 
jiroductive. 

The  marriage  of  Edward  Williams  and  Sarah 
Roberts  took  place  June  17,  1844.  Mrs.  Williams 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Roberts) 
Roberts.  To  her  were  born  in  England  two  chil- 
dren, Ann,  wife  of  George  Lockwood,and  William, 
and  three  were  born  after  the  migration  of  the 
family  to  this  country,  who  were.  (4eorge,  Eliza- 
beth who  (lied  unmarried,  and  Mary  who  wah  the 
wife  of  Ernest  Winters  and  is  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
.Sarah  Williaiiis  was  called  away  from  her  earthly 
duties  and  cares  .binuai-y  .'il.  \HH2.  aiidhei-  loss  has 
lieen  most  deeply  felt  by  her  family  and  friends. 
She  was  an  earnest  and  active  meinlier  of  the 
-Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  u.seful  in  society. 
This  family  is  cnie  of  the  most  highly  respected  and 
efficient  in  the  township,  as  the  father  is  looked 
upon  as  a  leader  in  many  ways,  and  all  of  the 
luuiseliold  have  well  fitted  themselves  for  spheres 
of  usefiilnes,s  The  son-in-law.  Ernest  Winters, 
served  his  country  for  over  three  years  in  the 
Thii'd  Michigan   Infantry. 


^\  ARTIN  .lOllN  McPHERSON  was  born  in 
Howell,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  May 
I*  1,  1841.  He  was  the  third  white  male 
•*'  child  born  in  the  village  of   Howell.     His 

parents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Riddle)  Mc- 
Pherson,  natives  of  Scotland.  They  came  from 
Scotland  to  Livingston  County  and  settled  in 
what  is  n(.>w  the  village  of  Howell,  in  the  year 
1836. 

Our  subject  attended    school    in    Howell    until 
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fourteen  years  old.  After  tlii,-  lie  :ittemle(l  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  .Mieh..  for  two 
year.-,  from  Septeinlier.  IS;');"),  to  .June,  IH.'jT.  Dur- 
iiiu-  the  winter  of  18,)7-.">8  lie  taiisrlit  a  district 
scliool  ill  tiif  lo\vnslii|i  of  Handy.  Livingston 
(.'oiinty.  In  April.  IKTi^^.  lie  entered,  as  elerk.  the 
store  of  whirli  his  father  and  lirotlier  ( W.  .MePher- 
son.  .Ir..)  were  proi)riet<irs.  and  eontiiuied  in  their 
employ  until  .lannary  1.  I.H(;4.  when  lie  heeame  a 
member  of  the  tiiiii. 

The  style  of  the  Hnii  at  that  time  heeame  W. 
.MePhersoii  iV-  Son>.  since  which  time  althouiih 
there  have  been  ehanoes  in  it>  inembershi))  the 
name  of  the  tirm  has  remained  iinehanoed.  'I'he 
business  was  estalilished  b;»  William  MePherson. 
Sr..  in  ls>4;1.  It  has  since  then  grown  t<i  corre- 
spond with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  population 
in  the  county  until  it  now  occupies  three  large 
>tores  and  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  busines> 
houses  in  the  county.  The  tirm  is  noted  for  it> 
honorable  business  methods.  l')c>ide>  his  business 
interests  in  Howell  Mr.  .Mcl'hcison  i;-  a  paitiH'i-  in 
tlie  firm  of  (t.  S.  Burgess  tt  to.,  in  Ihighton.  Mich.. 
and  special  partner  in  the  firm  of  H.  11.  Mills  iV 
Sons,  Topeka,  Kan. 

.Vngust  14.  1872,  .Mr.  McPherson  was  married  to 
Miss  Frances  P.  Foster,  a  daughter  of  the  \U'y. 
(iustavus  L.  and  Caroline  ( Uaxh )  Foster.  .Mr. 
Foster  being  at  that  time  pastoi-  of  the  l*resb\lei- 
ian  Church  in  Howell.  Mr.  McPlicison  has  always 
been  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  first  vote  foi- 
President  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  ISlil. 
He  is  a  inemliei  of  the  Presbyterian  ('hur<-li  of 
Howell,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  is 
greatly  interested  in  .Sund.iy-sehool  work  and  has 
been  Superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  .Sunday 
school  since  1868. 


— J-- 


'■^==®" 


i>*<i 


■  ILLLVM  II.  F.VLNCK.     A  Iruveier  passing 

along  the  highw.ay  near  section  27.Mandy 

V^^^      Township,  l^ivingston  County,  cannot  but 

notice  the  highl\-  cultivated    farm,  beautiful  farm 

residence,  and  excellent  outbuildings  belonging  to 

Mv.  F'annce.      He  eanie   here    fortv-four  vears    ayo 


when  there  was  no  Fowler\ille  .-iiid  no  poStoHlce 
anil  when  all  this  district  was  a  densely  timbered 
iegion,and  here  hehas  made  his tnark  and  has  done 
splendid  pioneer  work. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  Bristol 
County,  Mass.,  .and  was  born  in  181'J.  His  parents 
.lames  and  Rebecca  (ILithaway)  Faunce,  were  also 
natives  of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  the  father  wlio 
was  a  fanner  there  was  a  .-^on  of  Nathaniel  and 
.^.bigail  .^.  (.Snell)  Faunce.  .laino  and  Rebecca 
Faunce  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  six  of 
the.-e  have  pa.ssed  over  the  dark  river.  Those  who 
are  still  living  are:  our  subject,  Sumner  and  .lohn. 

Having  received  his  education  in  Ma.ssachusetts, 
our  subject  remained  at  home  until  the  age  of 
fifteen,  when  he  began  working  for  neighboring 
farmers  and  later  entered  the  ship  yard  at  New 
Bedford,  where  he  lemained  for  seven  years  and 
was  al>o  cm|)ioyed  in  the  same  line  of  work  in 
New  York  City.  .Vfter  a  file  which  destroyed  his 
business,  he  came  to  .Michigan  and  purchasing  land, 
established  a  home  and  brought  to  it  his  bride  Julia 
A.  Bowcii.  who  was  then  living  in  Ilaiidv  Town- 
ship. I'he  young  man  then  proceeded  to  swing 
the  .-ix  and  clear  the  forest  trees  from  off  his  land. 
Four  children  blessed  this  union,  and  three  of  these 
have  passed  to  the  better  world.  The  son  Sumner 
.M.  is  married  and  i>  living  near  Atehis(Mi.  Kan.. 
upon  a  farm.  The  mother  of  that  >on  was  earl\ 
taken  fi'om  her  husband  ami  child  pa»iiii;-  awa\' 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  The  second  wife 
who-e  m.'iiden  name  was  .Sopiii;i  .1.  Andrews  has  one 
(Laughter,  named  |{ett;i  F. 

The  parents  of  Mv>.  Sophi.-i  .1.  Faunce  are  Lo- 
renzo I),  and  Permilia  (.Vndrews)  .\ndrews  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  the  I'^mpire  State.  Livingston 
County.  N.  Y.,  was  the  family  home  and  these  par- 
ents weie  blessed  with  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living  namely:  Ru.ssell  A.,  Mary  A..  Mr.s. 
Wright;  Mrs.  F'aunce  .and  Harriet  A.,  Mrs.    Perry. 

James  Orson  F'aunce,  the  brother  of  our  subject, 
who  has  now  passed  to  the  other  world,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  was  wounded  In'  a  shot 
through  the  right  arm  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run  anil  taken  pri.soner  during  that  conflict.  For 
iiiiu  months  lie  was  kept  prisoner  in  the  Anderson- 
ville  prison  (jen  but  was  finally  exchanged.     Our 
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subject  has  held  the  ofHce  of  School  Director  for 
sixteen  j'ears.  He  has  built  the  beautiful  home  in 
which  he  now  resides  and  has  placed  upon  his  farm 
the  outbuildings  which  so  well  adorn  it.  Mr. 
Faunce  has  been  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church 
for  some  fifteen  j'ears  at  Fowlerville,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  its  most  efMcient  and  reliable  mem- 
bers. His  political  views  have  brought  him  into 
affiliation  with  the  Republican  party  and  he  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  our  country. 


<|  IMLLIAM  Mcpherson,  .Jr.  The  subject 
\/-\///  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Inverness, 
y/V  Scotland.  Maich  9,  1834.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Elizalieth  (Riddle)  McPherson.  They 
came  to  tliLs  counti-y  in  183G  and  settled  in  Howell, 
Midi.  Tlic  village  at  that  time  boasted  but  one 
fianic  liuilding,  a  hotel,  which  also  contained  the 
county  offices  and  a  general  store. 

Mr.  INIcPherson's  fatlier  was  bj'  trade  a  black- 
smith and  pursued  tliat  avocation  until  1843,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  was 
a  man  of  exceptional  business  aliility,  and  was  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  excellent  judgment  and 
good  common  sense.  With  the  hearty  co-operation 
and  assistance  of  his  .sons  he  built  up  and  extended 
his  business  until  having  established  an  enviable 
reputation  for  progressiveness,  honorable  dealing, 
and  integrity  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  merchants  in  the  interior  of  the  State. 
At  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  the  town  he  and 
his  wife,  who  died  September  7,  1874.  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Howell,  of  which  they  were  ever  after  honored 
members.  They  were  always  active  in  every  effort 
to  promote  the  moral  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  they  lived,  and  the  influence  of  their  exam- 
ple and  of  their  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  is 
best  shown  in  the  character  of  the  children  who 
revere  their  memory.  On  the  1  6th  of  March,  1891 , 
surrounded   by  his  eight  children,  four  sons  and 


four  daughtors,William  McPherson,  Sr.,  died,  loved, 
respected  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

During  the  boyhood  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
he  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as  the  vil- 
lage school  afforded  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  his  father's  store  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
In  1856  he  was  admitted  as  partner  with  his  father 
in  the  mercantile  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
William  McPherson  &  Co.  Later  his  brothers,  M. 
J.  and  E.  G.  became  associated  with  the  firm,  the 
name  of  which  was  changed  to  William  McPherson 
&  Sons.  For  several  years  Mr.  McPherson  has  been 
largely  interested  in  pine  and  timber  lands  in 
Michigan  and  other  States,  besides  conducting 
stock-raising  and  general  farming  on  several  fine 
farms  in  Ingham  and  Livingston  Counties.  He  has 
also  for  the  past  thirty  years  been  an  extensive  lo- 
cal dealer  in  wool.  These  varied  interests  requir- 
ing so  much  of  his  time,  he  decided  to  retire,  on 
.Tanuary  1,  1884,  from  the  mercantile  business. 

Upon  the  removal  of  his  brother  Alexander  to 
Detroit  in  1890,  Mr.  McPherson  became  partner  in 
and  a.ssumed  the  management  of  the  banking  house 
of  Alexander  McPherson  it  Co.,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  his  brother  in  1865.  In  politics  Mr. 
McPher.son  is  a  stanch  Repuljlican,  having  cast  his 
first  Presidential  ballot  for  .loiin  C.  Fremont.  In 
1 885  ho  was  appointed  State  Railroad  Commissioner 
by  (iov.  Alger  and  served  during  his  administra- 
tion. He  was  a  delegate  from  the  Sixth  Congress- 
ional District  to  tlie  Republican  National  Conven- 
tion held  in  Chicago  in  1888,  and  was  chosen  by 
the  State  delegation  to  represent  Michigan  on  the 
committee  which  was  to  formally  notify  President 
Harrison  and  Vice-President  Morton  of  their  nom- 
inations to  their  respective  offices.  He  has  often 
been  a  delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions 
and  has  represented  his  constituents  with  a  dignity 
that  has  redounded  to  his  own  honor  and  credit. 

In  1859  Mr.  McPherson  married  Miss  Jennie 
M.  Ranney,  of  Rocliester,  N.  Y.  A  lady  of  intel- 
ligence and  refinement,  Mrs.  McPherson  dispenses 
the  hospitalities  of  their  beautiful  home  with  grace 
and  dignity.  They  have  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  are  still  living, 
the  eldest  son  having  died  in  1878,  in  his  nineteenth 
year.     From  his  parents  Mr.  McPherson    inherited 
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habits  of  untiring  energy,  persistence  and  strict  in- 
tegrity, those  sterling  qualities  which  have  made 
the  Scotch  character  so  famous  in  song  and  story. 
To  these  characteristics,  no  doubt,  is  due  the  suc- 
cess which  lia>  St)  generously   rewarded   his   laliors. 


!>■   ^'M  ^'   I    1  ^    t       it 


'     I      '  I   .'        I     '■ 


Wl  AMES  M.  SKINNER.  The  bu.siness  men  of 
Lansing  have  accomplished  a  great  work  in 
forwarding  the  interests  and  developing 
the  resources  of  this  beautiful  city,  and 
none  have  done  more  for  its  prosperity  than  those 
who  have  engaged  in  building  its  fine  dwellings 
and  business  blocks.  By  their  taste  and  skill,  tlicir 
enterprise  and  energy,  they  have  made  this  town 
in  its  external  apix-arance  to  correspond  with  the 
well-known  spirit  of  energy  and  culture  uiiicli 
pervades  the  ranks  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  Skinner,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Skinner  i'  Maghar,  contractors  and  builders,  has 
lias  been  in  this  line  of  business,  since  1K86.  He 
was  burn  in  Windsor  Township,  Eaton  County. 
:\Iich..  on  the  I'Jth  of  September,  1K63.  His  hon- 
ored ]iarents  were  Ormal  D.  and  Lydia  ^L  (Reeves) 
Skinner.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Eaton 
County,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  re- 
gion. The  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Ormal  1).  Skinner,  hewed  his  own  way  with  his 
trusty  ax  from  Eaton  Rapids  to  his  farm.  He 
cleared  the  trees  from  the  tract  of  land  wliicli  he 
had  purchased  and  made  of  it  a  fine  farm,  where 
his  son  lived  for  many  years.  The  father  passed 
from  earth  in  1873. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  .Tames  Skinner 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  with  pjUgene  Wil- 
cox, who  lived  in  the  country.  Previous  to  that 
time  he  had  been  gaining  his  education,  first  in  the 
liome  .schools,  and  tlicn  in  the  city  High  School. 
He  spent  one  yeai'  in  .Jackson  after  learning  his 
trade,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Lansing.  When  he  first  came  to  the  city  he 
worked  until  IMSfi  with  Fuller  it  Wheeler,  and 
after  that  d.'ile  lie  liegan  making  contracts,  and 
acted    upon    his    own    responsibility.     He    entered 


into  partnership  with  .Mr.  Maghar  and  erected  the 
residences  of  H.  II.  Larnard  and  C.  C.  Hopkins, 
the  two  handsomest  homes  in  the  city.  He  also 
entered  into  arrangements  to  build  the  library  at 
Olivet,  a  building  worth  *2;').(l(M)  and  known  as 
the  Leouard-Beerage  Memorial  Library.  This  is 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  State,  and 
is  a  great  credit  to  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Skin- 
ner. 

Besides  these  prominent  buildings  which  we  have 
mentioned,  Mr.  .Skinner  has  Iniilt  a  large  number 
of  smaller  houses  and  has  an  extensive  Imsiness, 
keeping  from  twelve  to  fifteen  men  busy  all  the 
time.  He  has  a  fine  home  at  No.  418  Ottawa 
Street  West,  and  other  real  estate  in  the  city.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Miss  Myrtle  E.  Baker  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  April  18,  1888.  This  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  James  H.  Baker,  of  this  city,  who  was  an 
early  resident  of  Lansing.  lie  is  now  in  the 
luinber  business  in  Northern  ^lichigan,  and  has  a 
higli   reputation  as  an  active  business  man. 

In  connection  with  this  brief  biographical  sketch 
the  reader  will  notice  a  lithograjihic  ix)rtrait  of 
Mr.  Skinner. 


1/  _  ^  ARRIS  HENRY.  One  of  the  most  beautiful 
I  homes  in  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County,  may  be  found  upon  section  20.  It 
is  situated  upon  a  small  farm  of  forty  acres 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Henr^'  and  is  exce|)tionally  fine 
in  its  situation  and  adornments.  This  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1830,  and  he  is  a  son  x>i  .John  and 
Polly  (Goodrich)  Henry,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
\Mi  and  Itecame  early  settlers  of  this  county,  mak- 
ing their  home  in  Brighton  Township,  whence  they 
removed  to  Howell  Township  in  1848.  Of  their 
f.'iniily  of  eleven  children  six  are  now  living — 
Isaac.  Harris,  Jane,  Maria,  Marilla  and  Emily. 
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Al'tci-  luurteeii  sears  i.)t'  life  iii)(iii  the  t'ariii. 
Avlit'ic  his  ad  van  t:\jies  weiv  limited  by  tlie  district 
sihiiol  eiu'iieiiliiiii.  Harris  Henry  began  woiking 
lor  iitlicrs.  at  wliieli  lie  eoutiniied  nntil  lie  \vent 
home  and  took  charge  of  iiis  I'athei's  faiin.  as  liis 
parents  were  then  in  their  declining  years.  It  was 
agreed  among  the  children,  ^vith  the  consent  of 
the  jjarents.  that  this  son  should  take  upon  himself 
the  cai'e  of  his  parents  tlirtmghout  their  lifetime 
and  wlicn  they  died  the  home  farm  should  be  his. 
In  the  course  of  time  he  sold  the  old  place  and 
])urcha.sed  another  in  (lenesee  Coiinty,  where  he 
found  opportunities  for  lirick-making.  in  which  he 
engaged  and  worked  in  this  line  of  business  for 
>iome  six  years,  both  there  and  in  this  county. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  In  fanning 
and  most  of  the  time  has  l)een  in  Howell 'lY)wnship. 

The  marriage  of  this  enterprising  and  ])rogressiye 
farmer  with  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
.\delia  Phillip,-  liy  name,  took  place  in  IH.jlb  She 
was  a  daughter  of  (iayland  and  Margaret  I'hillips, 
and  after  her  union  with  ^Ir.  Henry  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Jennie,  Eugene  and  Plinn  (>.  Jen- 
nie mairied  Mr.  Brundage  and  has  three  children — 
Lena.  Etna,  and  an  infant  unnamed;  Eugene  was 
united  in  marriage  with  .Miss  Hose  Hook. 

Mrs.  Adelia  Henry  died  in  1882,  and  l)y  his  sec- 
ond marriage  Mr.  Henry  brought  to  his  home  Mrs. 
.Vlzina  Pitch,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Rachel 
(Kenyon)  Stephens.  ^Ir.  Stejihens  came  from  Xew 
York  to  Michigan  in  18.")0.  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 2(1.  of  Howell  Townshij).  where  he  continued 
his  former  avocation  of  farming.  He  had  a  fine 
proijerty  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which 
he  p\il  in  a  tirst-class  condition  .and  he  and  his 
good  wife  lived  there  until  his  death.  They  weie 
both  connected  with  the  Methodist  Church  and 
were  useful  in  this  relation.  Of  their  nine  children 
six  are  noM  living,  named  as  follows:  Madison, 
Mr.s.  Henry,  John.  Abbie  and  Lucinda;  the  follow- 
ing are  deee.ased — lulia,  Henry.  Samuel  and  Pres- 
ton. 

.Mi>.  Henry  was  liorn  in  .letferson  (duiity.  X.  V.. 
and  there  received    her    education.      When    quite 
young  she  was  married  to  Franklin   E.  Stewart,  a    j 
native    of   Xew  York  who  came  West  in  1H;")(I  and 


iinide  his  home  upon  foity  ;\cres  of  land  on  section 
20,  Howell  Township.  After  living  here  for  two 
years  they  sold  their  [iroperty  and  returned  East, 
liul  three  years  later  they  returned^to  Michigan 
and  settled  on  section  20,  upon  forty  acres  of  land 
where  ^Irs.  Henry  now  lives.  After  Mr.  Stewart's 
death,  which  took  place  in  J 867,  his  widow  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Alpheus  ^Fitch,  a  Xew 
Yorker.  He  died  in  1882  after  which  she' became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Henry;  she  is  an  active  and  earnest 
member  of  the  ^Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  is 
useful  in  its  communion.  Mr.  Ilenryjs  an  earnest 
believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  ]>artv, 
and  although  he  does  not  seek  oflicial  positions  he 
is  intelligently  interested  in  the^movements  of  his 
[jarty  and  ever  ready  to  cast  his  vote  for  its  pros- 
perit\ . 


•^^^^^Is^si^l^^- 


HOF.  WILLIAM  H.  HAAVKES.  Belonging 
,  to  the  English  nation  and  an  outgrowth 
of  the  great  manufacturing  class  which 
fostei-sa  spirit  of  greater  progress,  advance- 
ment and  originality  than  is  elsewhere  found  in 
British  life.  Prof.  Ilawkes  since  coming  to  America 
has  devck)ped  latent  cpialities  that  make  of  liini 
as  loyal  and  ardent  a  subject  of  Uncle  Sam  and 
almost  as  characteristic  a  one  as  natives  of  Xew 
England  itself.  He  was  born  in  Derby  City,  Der- 
byshire. England,  ^Vugust  y,  18511,  and  is  a  sou  of 
James  and  Mary  ( Lightfoot)  Ilawkes.  natives  of 
England.  Mr.  Ilawkes.  Sr..  was  engaged  in  lif>iler- 
inaking,  carrying  on  a  large  manufactory.  He 
came  to  .Vmerica  in  l^HT.  first  locating  in  ^ledina. 
X.  Y.,  but  being  most  importantly  engaged  in  his 
business  in  the  city  of  Rochester.  X.  Y.  In  18(;!t 
he  came  to  Michigan  an<l  seltlc<l  in  Allegan  County, 
where  he  pinclKiscd  ;i  large  farm.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Ann  Aiboi-.  rclireil  from  the  active  jnirsuits 
of   farm  labor. 

Our  suliject  is  one  of  five  children  born  to  his 
parents.  He  is  the  eldest;  Arthur  E.  follows  him. 
then  Julia  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  H.Clark;  Elizabeth 
V...  now  Mrs.  George  Stimson;  and  Richard  K.   Onr 
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subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  William  Hawkes, 
who  was  a  shepherd  in  the  old  country.  He  died 
at  the  good  old  age  of  eight3--seven  years.  His 
wife  was  Rebecca  (Thomas)  Hawkes.  They  reared 
a  hirge  family,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
Sarah,  Ann,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Richard, Thomas.  Jolin, 
James  and  Emma.  The  great-grandparents  were 
Richard  and  Julia  Hawkes,  the  foiiner  being  a 
wealthy  landowner.  They  had  a  family  of  four 
children — John,  William,  James  and  Richard.  Our 
suliject's  maternal  grandparents  were  Richard  and 
Mary  (Raynor)  Liglitfoot,  natives  of  England. 
The  former  was  an  English  squire  and  a  large  land- 
owner. He  had  a  family  of  nine  children  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Ann,  .Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Julia,  Emma,  Rebecca,  Eliza  and  William.  The 
preceding  progenitoi-  on  this  side  of  the  family 
was  John  Liglitfoot.  He  also  was  a  large  land- 
owner and  the  father  of  four  children — John,  An- 
drew, James  and  Richard. 

Prof.  Hawkes  began  working  at  the  foundry 
l)usiness  when  eight  years  of  age  and  early  mas- 
tered the  trade.  He  was  also  engaged  in  farming 
when  twelve  years  of  age,  carrying  on  his  father's 
place  vmtil  he  was  eighteen  and  at  the  same  time 
he  attended  school  at  Plainwell.  Allegan  County, 
this  State,  graduating  therefrom  in  187M.  After 
finishing  his  course  in  this  institution  he  accepted 
a  position  as 'fireman  on  the  Grand  Rapids  A'  Indi- 
ana Railroad  and  thus  continued  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school 
during  the  year  of  liS80.  The  following  summer 
he  was  employed  in  the  spring  works  in  Kalamazoo 
and  then  went  to  the  Ann  Arbor  High  School, 
graduating  in  the  classical  course  in  1883.  He  was 
not  content  with  his  acquirements  and  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1887  and  soon  after  was  called  to  take  charge  of 
the  schools  at  Birmingham,  Oakland  County,  this 
State.  He  remained  there  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Howell  and  is  now  Su|)erint('nd- 
ent  ot  the  i)ublic  schools  in  the  city. 

The  t)riginal  of  our  sketch  united  his  fate  for 
better  or  worse  with  that  of  iliss  Fanny  Stimson, 
ot  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Their  nuptials  were  solemn- 
ized in  1887  on  the  27th  of  November.  Jlrs. 
Hawkes  is  a  dauyhtei-of  John  1).  and  Mary  (Sutton) 


Stimson,  natives  of  Canada  and  of  English  descent. 
The-  lady  is  one  of  a  large  family  which  comprised 
ten  children.  They  ax-e  by  name  William,  John, 
Philip,  George,  Fanny,  Fred,  Minnie,  Joseph,  Mil- 
ton and  Mabel. 

The  married  relations  of  him  of  whom  we  write 
have  been  of  the  pleasantest  nature.  He  has  a' 
beautiful  home  and  a  pleasing  and  attractive  wife. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Janet  II,  and 
Minnie  M.,  who  are  pleasing  little  ones  with  large 
promises  for  the  future.  Politically  our  subject  is 
a  memlier  of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously 
his  sympathies  and  associations  are  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  is  also  actively  engaged  in 
Sunday  school  work,  having  a  large  class  of  young 
men. 


i-^-i"  y 


*^=*;^=* 


r  ERRY  C.  GALLl'P  is  the  name  of  a  well- 
known  man  in  Jleridi.an  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  was  b<irn  in  Shelby,  Orleans 
_  County,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1838.  His  father, 
David  C.  Gallup,  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt., 
September  2,  1800.  He  was  a  butcher  and  farmer 
in  an  early  day,  when  he  settled  in  New  York. 
When  our  subject  was  six  years  old  his  father 
came  to  ^lichigan  and  settled  at  Redford,  Wayne 
County,  where  he  remained  luitil  1849,  when  the 
family  removed  to  Meridian  Townslii|i.  piu-ehas- 
ing  a  farm  on  section  4. 

Disposing  of  the  tract  above  mentioned,  in  a 
short  time  Mr.  Gallup,  Sr.,  bought  a  farm  in  Bath 
Township,  which  he  also  sold  in  a  few  years.  He 
then  moved  Itack  into  Meridian  Township  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  3,  where  he  lived 
until  1866,  when  both  parents  came  to  live  with 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  death  ot"  l)Oth  oc- 
curred wliile  inmates  of  his  family,  in  1874.  their 
decease  being  only  twenty-one  days  apail.  iMr. 
(iallup  lives  on  a  fine  tract  of  six  acres  of  land  on 
section   27. 

When  our  subject  was  only  twelve  years  old  he 
started  out  in  life  for    himself.      His  oppoitunities 
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til  olitiiin  ;iii  (.Mlucjttidii  were  iif  llic  most  meagre 
iKituri'.  iii'\fr  Mtlendiiicf  suIk^oI  after  he  was  fovir- 
leeii  \i',ars  old.  On  nrrivinsj'  at  this  atre  he  worked 
on  tlie  farm  for  two  years,  and  then  engaged  to 
drive  a  team,  hauling  freiglit  between  Okemosand 
Detrfiit.  He  eontiniied  this  work  until  .September 
14.  I«()l.  when  he  enlisted,  and  going  to  the  front, 
.sei-ved  until  the  22d  of  Februar\-,  1865.  lie  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Ai'my  of  the  P(>t(miac  and 
was  in  aU  I  he  hard-fought  liattles  with  that  di- 
vision. For  one  year  he  was  Brigade  tUjmmi.ssary- 
Sergeaut.  after  whieh  he  took  a  supernumerary 
pt)siti(in  and  tinally  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. Coming  home  from  the  war.  he  devoted 
himself  to  farming  one  year,  after  whieh  he  went 
to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  was  thus  engaged  six 
\'ears.  live  yearsof  whicli  time  he  held  the  |iosition 
of  .section  boss. 

Weaiying  of  raili'oad  work,  our  subject  resumed 
his  trade  as  a  carpenter  and  joiiuT.  .-ind  has  lbu> 
been  steadily  engaged  sine*'  l«7ti.  Witli  a  xiew 
to  making  a  home,  Mr.  (iallup  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lydia  E.  Tolman.  of  Okemos. 
Their  marriage  was  solemnized  Febrnar\-  11.  18(il. 
Mrs.  (iallup,  however,  did  not  long  survi\e.  her 
decea.se  occurring  the  following  Septemlier. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  j^later  contr.acted  a 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Stillman.  daughter  of 
Daniel  Stillman.  of  Alaiedon  Township.  They 
were  united  A])ril  29,  186().  The  names  of  their 
three  children  are:  Frank,  who  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  assists  his  father  at  home;  Lena,  who  is  a  charm- 
ing miss  of  eighteen;  and  I).  \'erner.  who  is  seven- 
teen years  <>i  age.  Socially  Mr.  (Jallup  is  a  member 
of  several  secret  societies,  lie  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Okemos.  having  been  in- 
itiated in  the  Capital  Ltidge.  Xo.  66.  of  Lansing, 
in  1863.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Cai- 
l)enter's  Fnion,  of  Lansing,  and  a  charter  membei' 
of  the  Okemos  Alliance.  He  keep.s  alive  his  remi- 
niscences of  war  times  by  his  association  with  the 
(irand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  was  faithful  to 
the  Knights  of  Labor  as  long  .as  that  organization 
maintained  its  footing  in  Okemos.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  an  incumlient  of  .sev- 
eral township  olfiees,  having  been  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  for  twent\-one  years  Director  in  his 


School  district.  Our  subject 's  grandfather.  I'erious 
(iallu]j,  was  born  in  ^'ermont  in  an  early  day.  It 
is  supposed  that  the  family  to  which  he  belongs  are 
descended  from  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  Ireland.  .lerrv,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is 
a  genial  and  whole-souled  man,  who  is  well  in- 
formed on  file  events  of  the  day,  and  who  has 
manv  friends  in  all  classes  of  societv. 


.\.N  .L\.CKSOX.  The  village  of  Finckney 
is  iirinid  to  count  among  its  citizens  a 
r*})^  number  of  ivtired  farmers  who.  after  lives 
iif  severe  toil,  having  by  industry  and 
euter|)rise  accumulated  a  comfortable  competency, 
are  now  taking  theii'  comfort  in  this  village. 
Ainimg  them  there  is  none  int)re  honored  than 
1  ).ni  .lackson,  whose  .sterling  integrity  and  earnest 
.idvticacN  of  every  movement  in  favor  of  religion 
.and  morality  have  given  him  the  i-espect  of  all 
and  have  earned  for  him  the  gratitude  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  a.ssociated. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Jackson,  the  father  of  t)ur  subject, 
was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1787,  and  having  been 
guaduated  at  Yale  College  and  taken  a  professional 
course,  became  a  physician,  which  calling  he  fol- 
lowe<l  of  well  as  that  of  a  farmer.  lie  married 
.l.anc  <^>uick.  a  natixe  iif  I'ike  County.  I'a..  and  .a 
daughter  of  .loliii  H.  (^uick,  a  farmer.  l)i-.  Jack- 
son's father,  .loseph  .lackson,  was  also  a  farmer  and 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  while  two  of 
his  sons  served  theii-  country  faithfully  in  the  AVar 
of   181-2. 

'V\w  parents  of  oiu-  subject  were  united  in  niai- 
riage  Feliruary  9,  1811,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Vin-y 
.so(jn  removed  to  Xew  York  where  the  following 
vear  tliev  purchased  a  farm  in  Lyons  Township. 
Wavnc  (  ouuty.  and  there  remained  until  death 
c.alleil  them  hence,  the  father  dying  in  1865,  and 
the  mother  Septembei'  lo.  lsi72.  she  being  of  great 
age,  having  been  born  in  \lxx.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children  and  live  of  them  are  now 
living. 

The  mother  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  de- 
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voiit  and  consistent  in  her  i-eli^rious  duties  and  n  Maioh  10. 1878.  his  wife  beinfj  Mrs.  Jennette  (Pratt) 

iiu'iiilicr  of  Ihc  Christian  (  huivh.    licfoic  hi>  (U'Mtli  Wddd.  wi(h)\v  i>(  Williaiii  W.  ^^'<l<l(l.  ami  dauarhtei' 

the  fatlicr  of  our  suhjerl  took   u)i  a  lariic  trait    of  of  Miles  and  Irana  (Coolev)  Pi'att,  natives  of  \i-v- 

land  in  Miciiiiriui.  sixteen  hinidied  and  citilily  aeris  niont  and  Conneetieut   respeetiveiy.     .ludye  T.  M. 

ill  all.it    liciiiii    :dl  wihl    ( ioveiiiiiieiit    land.     The  Cooley  is  an  uncle  of  .Mrs.  .lackson.  and  her  parents 

Demoei-fitie  party  eouiinaiided  the  alleijiaiice  of  I  )r.  were  united   in  New   York  and   died,  the   father  in 

.laekson.  who  was  aetive  in  every  politieal  issue.  Wisconsin    and   the  mother   in    New   ^'oi'k.     They 

( )ur  sulij<'ct    was    one    of    twins   who   were    born  had    nine   children,    of    wlioiii   seven    aic   still    sur- 

.hily  2,  1  (SI it,  in  Joyous  Township,  Wayne  County,  vivinii. 

N.  V.  There  he  received  the  best  advantaires  to  .Mrs.  Jackson  was  Ikjiii  M:iy  2.'>.  I«;i;').  in  (ienesee 
lie  procurc(l  in  the  district  schools  and  look  llic  (ounty.  X.  V.,  ami  liavini;  lieeii  iii.arriecl  there  in 
usual  traiiiinu  ijiven  to  a  fanner's  hoy.  He  j;rew  \X.'>2.  came  to  .Michiijan  and  settled  iijion  a  pei- 
t(i  inanhood  upon  his  father's  farm  and  started  fectly  unliroken  farm  in  Windsoi-  Township.  l-]atoii 
out  for  himself  in  IHJ.'i.  Iicina;  then  a  younji  m.aii  (  ountx'.  Ilcr  first  husliand  was  iictive  in  clearina- 
of  some  twenty-four  years.  He  decided  that  the  ;ind  impro\ini;  his  farm  liiit  was  killed  accidentally 
\Vest  was  the  best  place  for  him  and  he  came  to  November  '.K  lH(iK.  at  a  shootiiiii  match.  They 
Stockbridi>e  Townshiji.  Insiliam  County,  .Mich..  were  the  parents <if  fcjuichildicn  but  none  of  them 
locatinsi  u|)on  three  hnndied  and  twenty  acres —  arc  now  livin<;,aiid  she  has  no  children  by  her  see- 
the  first    tract  of   land  entered   from    the   (i<ivern-  ond  marriaae. 

ment  ill  liiiihaiii  County — which  was  nix-en  liini  After  clearing;  and  breaking  abiuit  one  IiuikIii'cI 
by  his  father,  which  land  was  the  south  half  of  .-ind  sixty  acres  and  fencins>'  in  his  whole  half  sec- 
section  [.ill  that  tow^nslii];,  and  upon  which  he  tion  .Mr.  Jackson  built  a  small  bi-ick  house  lHx24 
found  no  iiiipro\eniciits.  The  youiii;  man  drosc  feet,  and  somewhat  later  creeled  a  barn  nieasuriiii; 
his  team  throuali  from  New  ^'ork  1o  his  new  Ihhiic  ;!2x4(),  for  which  structure  he  had  to  draw  the 
in  .'\licliii;an.  lumber  from  P'lint.  He  was  not  thoiousihly  con- 
New  Yeai's  Day.  \x\l.  marked  a  u-reat  epocli  in  tented  in  Michigan  and  after  seven  years  cxper- 
the  life  of  our  subject,  for  the  union  was  then  ieiice  here  he  sold  his  farm  in  lH;')()and  returned 
solemnized  between  him  and  a  lady  he  had  found  to  New  York,  where  he  made  his  home  niton  a  farm 
in  his  new  Michigan  home  and  whom  he  hail  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Oilcans  Count  v. 
chosen  as  his  life  coniiianion.  Her  maiden  name  a  fine  property  for  which  he  jiaid  JJ*?,!!!)!!.  Two 
was  .luliza  s.  Backus;  she  was  the  daughter  of  ().  years  later  he  determined  to  return  to  the  West 
J.  and  Di.'intlia  (King)  l^ackus.  from  (Jenesce  aii<l  sold  his  New  York  property  jind  came  back  to 
County.  .N.  '\'..  where  she  was  liorn  ^lay  \^.  lS2t'i.  Micliigan.  In  bSTiH  he  bought  a  farm  in  llaniburii- 
Her  father  was  a  \'ernionter,  who  came  to  .Michi-  'I'DWiishii).  Livingston  County,  and  remained  upon 
gaii  in  IM.'ST  and  settled  in  I'nadilla  Township.  it  until  1  Sfi.'i,  when  he  found  a  sale  for  it. 
where  both  he  and  his  good  wife  remained  iinfil  In  lH(io  this  gentleman  came  to  tin-  vilhiiic  of 
called  away  by  death.  rincknev  and  a  year  later  purchased  a  faiin  one 
Two  of  the  three  children  born  to  Jnliza  (  Backus)  mile  south  of  the  corporation,  paving  ■"!!  13  ,"••()  for 
.laekson  are  now  living,  namely;  .Albert,  who  \\;is  a  handsome  tract  of  two  hundred  and  fort\  acres, 
born  November  Ki,  1H44  and  who  married  Tillie  Here  he  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
Brown  and  with  her  and  his  one  son  li\es  in  this  laiiii  until  1h7k.  Imying  an  additional  tract  of  two 
township;  Oila  B.,  w ho  was  Ixirn  October  2."(,  1HJ7.  huiidreil  and  forty  acres  .a  little  farther  south  at  a 
married  F.lla  Brown  and  lives  in  I'utnani  Tohii-  cost  of  >!l2,oiiii.  This  new  farm  he  deeded  to  his 
ship.     ( )scar    .\.,  who    was    liorn    J.aniiarv    2,  1  is.Vi.  two  sons. 

died    .Viiril    2o,  ISlTl.     The   mother   of    these   sons  Since   .Vpril,  187H,  .Mr.  .lack.soii    has  retired  from 

passed  away  fn>m  earth  .^jiril  1(5,  lH7;i,  aetive  wtuk   and    has  made   his  home   in  Pinckney. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr,  Jackson   took    plaee  lie  and    liis  goud    wife  ai-e  a<'tive   iiicmlieis  of   ific 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  greatly  interested 
in  Sunday-school  work,  and  Mrs.  .Tackson  has  been 
foi'  many  years  a  teacher  therein.  She  is  al.so  a 
useful  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  in  which 
she  holds  the  responsible  office  of  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Jackson  is  Trustee  and  Steward  in  the  church  and 
in  both  of  these  responsible  positions  his  well- 
kiiii«n  integrity  and  sound  judgment  give  him 
the  confidence  of  those  who  are  associated  with 
him  in  church  fellowship,  lie  is  a  man  of  broad 
intelligence  and  deeply  interested  in  the  great 
affairs  of  tlie  world  outside  his  county  and  State. 
Tie  took  great  pleasure  in  attending  the  centennial 
exjiosition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876  and  looks  for- 
ward with  intense  interest  to  comparing  the  out- 
look he  then  obtained  in  regard  to  the  world's  in- 
dustries with  what  he  hopes  to  gain  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  Chicago,  in  1893.  The  affairs  of  education 
in  the  town.ship  have  always  awakened  an  interest 
in  this  gentleman  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
local  School  Board.  He  was  for  fifteen  years  agent 
for  the  IJvingston  County  Insurance  Company. 

Both  'Sly.  and  Jlrs.  Jackson  have  been  strong 
advocates  of  temperance  and  ('(.)rdial  workers  in 
different  societies  which  haA^e  lieen  organized  to 
light  the  saloon  power.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views  and  has  held  the  office  of  Highway 
Commissioner  in  both  Hamburg  and  Putnam  Town- 
ships, lie  was  one  of  the  old-time  Assessors  of 
Stockliridge  Township.  The  twin  sister  of  our 
subject.  iMargaret  L.  Jackson,  majried  3L\  Ira 
Crousc.  November  11.  1846.  and  moved  to  Hart- 
land  Townsliip  where  a  farm  was  given  them  by 
her  father.  She  died  May  2,  187.5,  leaving  one 
son,  Frank. 


^^ 


LBERT    (tUNSOLLY 


The     genei-al 


puljlic  rejoicing  in  commercial  circles  over 
the    magnificent   and    unparalleled   crops 
QyJ  that   almost   all    portions   of    the   United 

States  have  yielded  this  year  (1891)  indicates  how 
groa;  a  power  the  agriculturist  is  ni  the  countrw 
Without  him  as  a  prodtictive  factor,  the  njanufac- 


tures,  of  which  we  make  so  much  and  for  which 
our  legislation  seems  chieHy  to  be  exercised,  and 
finance  generally  would  be  crippled  as  it  has  been 
in  past  years.  The  State  of  Michigan  is  more  than 
royally  represented  in  the  snccessfnl  agricultural 
year,  cereals  and  fruits  flowing  into  the  markets 
from  this  direction  in  a  luscious  and  golden  stream. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  many  who  has 
reason  to  be  congratulated  on  the  state  of  the 
season  and  country. 

A  resident  an  section  25,  Lei'oy  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  native 
of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y..  there  being  born  Octolier 
it.  1819.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Stansel)  (Junsollw  his  father  being  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  his  mother  of  New  York.  Both 
his  father  and  his  })aternal  grsindsire  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  his  father  being  oulj* 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted. 

In  18.33  he  of  whom  we  write  came  with  his 
pai'cnts  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  was  at  the 
time  only  foiu'teen  years  of  age  and  the  wildness 
of  the  country  was  not  as  serious  a  consideration 
as  to  older  and  more  thoughtful  minds.  To  be 
sure  he  had  to  work  hard  in  hewing  down  the 
trees,  helping  to  make  roads  and  in  plowing  .and 
planting  and  in  the  old-fashioned  .and  laliorious 
harvesting,  when  the  flail  was  used  in  threshing 
out  the  wheat.  There  were  rainy  seasons  and  dull 
seasons  in  which  the  game  with  which  the  forests 
abounded  could  be  ch.ased  and  streams  known  only 
to  our  subject,  where  the  fattest  and  most  luscious 
of  trout  were  to  be  caught,  and  poor  as  the  coun 
try  was  in  resources  for  housekeeping,  after  one  of 
these  expeditions  the  mother  would  set  out  a  table 
covered  with  game  that  was  lit  for  a  king. 

The  family  were  among  the  first  settlers  in 
IMymouth  Township  and  there  our  subject  attained 
manhood,  isolated  to  a  great  degree  from  his  kind 
and  necessarily  thrown  back  upon  nature.  He  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  his  youth,  attending 
school  but  one  winter.  Since  that  time,  however, 
he  has  read  and  studied  by  himself,  so  that  he 
ranks  well  as  an  intelligent  man.  He  was  married 
to  Lucy  M.  Jackson,  March  1,  1846.  She  bore  him 
five  children  whose  names  arc  as  follows:  Isaac, 
deceased;   Jane;    Mary;    Julia,    and   Henry,    de- 
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c-eased.     Jane  married    Samuel    Daly  and    Mary  Is 

the  wife  iif  (liailes  Waiidnei-.  After  tlic  decease 
of  ills  tiist  wife  lie  war-  a  seeoiul  time  married,  the 
reremony  lieiiii;'  scilemnized  Ajiril  12.  IHfiit.  Tiie 
present  wife  was  tVn-nierly  Mrs.  Kineliiie  'rurreli, 
widciw  of  the  late  Frederick  Turrell  of  Insiliam 
('o\uity.  wlto  was  killed  in  the  late  war.  By  t]\is 
nnion  tlien'  ha\'e  lieen  two  rliililreii  —  AUici't  11.  and 
Noiali  A. 

Mr.  ( iiinsollx  first  eanie  to  Ino'ham  ('ount\ .  in 
l.sKl.  .■nid  lias  tieen  residing  liere  the  greater  pait 
of  the  time  since  then,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
pioneers  of  Leroy  Township.  He  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  lieiiiL!  an  industrious  ami 
h.-ird-working  man  he  has  been  successful  in  accu- 
mulating a  comfortalile  fortune.  Our  subject  has 
served  in  several  local  ollices.  lie  has  been  High- 
way Commissioner  in  the  county.  Mrs.  (innsoll.N 
is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having  been  born 
Im  Wavne  Co\uity.  .lanuary  12.  1H8;!.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  .lohn  .'ind  Mary  Rupert,  early  settlers 
in  Ingham  County.  Our  subject  favors  the  prin- 
ci])les  of  I'i'oliibitioii.  believing  tlie  future  prosper- 
ity of  the  country  depends  u|)on  its  purity  in  mor- 
als and  that  it  cannot  be  strong  m  this  respect 
while  so  great  a  temptation  as  the  manufacture  and 
s.ale  of  intoxicants  is  before  the  youth  of  the 
coiuitiN.  An  excellent  financier,  he  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  the  best  business  men  in  the  com- 
muuity.  He  with  his  wife,  who  is  an  intelligent 
and  estimable  lady,  are  among  the  most  honoied 
and  highlv  ivsjiected  members  of  society  in  Leroy 
Township. 


^nm^ 


II?'. 


^i>  >ILLIAM  H,  M< MILL.VN,  Horn  Septem- 
\/J/  '*''  -'•  1*^^1-  '"  ■Vhenectady  County, N.Y.. 
yi/'  the  subject  of  this  .sketch  is  ;i  son  of  Isaac 
and  .lane  (Combs)  McMillan,  both  of  wln)m  wei'c 
natives  of  the  Empire  Slate.  ( )ur  subject's  grand- 
father on  the  [)aternal  side  cann'  to  tlu'  I'nited 
States  in  Colonial  days  and  served  in  the  Uevolu- 
lionarv  War.  Ills  i-hildi-en  are  as  follows:  .lames, 
.lohn.  .\lex.  Isaac.  William.  Samuel  and  .lane. 


Isaac  McMillan  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  lie 
was  born  .lanuary  11.  I  79o.  and  was  called  out  in 
the  .struggle  of  \X12.  He  died  Augu.sf  11.  1H!)I, 
at  the  ijatriarclial  age  of  ninety-five  years.  His 
wife  died  Kebruary  ."),  1H77.  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years  and  six  months.  She  was  the  mother 
of  foiu-  children — Susannah.  Alexander  C..  Robert 
.1.  and  William  II.  Prior  to  liis  marriage  willi  the 
above  nu'utioned  huiy.  our  subject's  father  had 
been  married,  and  by  that  union  became  the 
parent  of  one  child,  a  son,  whose  name  was  Hugh. 
The  family  to  which  our  suliject  lielongs  moved 
to  IJviiigston  County,  X,  v..  in  IKoH,  and  came 
to  .Michigan  the  following;  .lune.  They  handed  in 
Detroit  in  November  of  the  sanu-  year,  and  located 
on  one  hundred  acres  on  secti<in  SH.  which  the 
father  iTniiirived.  and  whereon  he  resided  \intil  his 
death.  ()ui'  subject's  Tnaternal  grandsire  was  .lohn 
Combs. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  New 
^'oik,  and  theiv  received  a  common-.school  t'dnca- 
tion.  During  the  lattei-  jiart  of  (he  war.  when  the 
call  was  made  for  re-inforcemeuts.  the  \dunu'  nian 
enlisted.  Se)itember  (I.  ISIil.  in  Comiiany  K. 
Twenty-first  ^lichig.an  Infantry,  lie  was  a  jiartici- 
pant  in  several  battles  that  made  inem<ii.alile  that 
last  year.  The  battle  of  Nashville  deeply  impie.s.sed 
him.  lie  was  also  |ire.sent  at  the.  battle  of  Beiiton- 
ville,  N.  ('..  and  participated  in  theOrand  Keviiwat 
Washington.  After  his  discharge,  which  took 
place  the  last  week  in  -lune.  he  was  engaged  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  continuing  in  th.at  until  his 
mother's  death. 

-Vfter  the  decease  of  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
he  began  farming  oi\  the  old  homestead  which  he 
now  owns.  He  has  served  in  seveial  townsliij) 
offices,  and  has  always  filled  these  ])ositions  to  the 
.satisfaction  of  his  constituents  .and  to  his  own 
credit,  lie  inherits  Reindilican  |irinci)jles  and 
governnu'ntal  theories.  His  fathei-  w.as  formerh-  ;i 
Whig,  though  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  w.as 
a  Repulilican,as  is  our  subject.  He,  however,  favors 
Prohibition  ])riuciples,  laying  great  stre.ss  upon 
this  as  one  of  the  issiu's  of  the  future,  .Sociallv 
he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 

()ur  subject    was   m.airied    October    17.  1><H().   to 
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Miss   Alice   Norton,  who  was  bom  in  Chenango 

County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Gilbert  and 
Celia  B.  Norton,  of  tlie  same  State.  I'rior  to  her 
inariiage  Mrs.  ]\k-^lillan  w.as  a  teacher  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  that  capacity,  imattended  by  relatives, 
as  her  father  had  died  m  lier  native  State.  Her 
mother  passed  away  in  Jlichigan.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  in  one  of  the  battles 
received  a  bayonet  thrust  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  died.  He  and  his  wife  were  tlic  parents  of 
three  sons  and  four  daugliters.  Mr.  William  II. 
McMillan  and  liis  estimable  wife  are  the  ])arents 
of  five  children,  whose  names  are  Herman  I.. 
Emma  B..  l>ouis,  .lane  C.  and  William.  Both  ]\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  McMillan  are  highly  respected  members 
of  society  in  C'ohoctah  Township,  and  few  social 
gatherings  are  complete  without  their  genial  pres- 
ence to  briahten   and  animate  the  occasion. 


^f/LBERT  D.  THOMPSON.  Among  the 
(@/lII1  county  officials  of  Livingston  County,  wlio 
i)  make  tlieir  home  in  Howell,  we  find  no  one 
who  is  more  deservedly  |)opuhir  on  ac- 
count both  of  character  and  long  ac(iuaintance 
lliMii  llic  Dejiuty  Registrar  of  Deeds,  whose  name 
we  have  just  given,  for  he  is  a  native  of  this  little 
city  and  liaving  grown  uj)  liere  and  shown  liimself 
a  man  worthy  of  esteem  and  regard,  has  taken 
his  i)l.ace  among  the  best  citizens  of  this,  the  county 
seat  of  Livingston  County. 

Tlie  natal  j^ear  of  this  gentleman  was  1847  and 
lie  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Rocelia  ( Ward)  Thomp- 
son, both  of  whom  came  to  this  State  from  New 
York.  The  father  had  been  a  fanner  before  com- 
ing to  Michigan,  but  upon  settling  in  Howell  in 
iH3fi  he  built  a  furnace  in  the  central  part  of  town 
near  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  &  Northern  Michigan 
Railroad  depot  and  carried  it  on  through  life  and 
in  connection  carried  on  farming  extensively.  Both 
parents  died  in  1852.  The  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  Moses  and  Margaret  Thompson,  were  botli 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  after  coming  to 
Micliig.an  in   1836    they  settled    upon   a   farm  in 


Howell  Township,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days.  Of  their  nine  children  three  are 
now  in  life:  Randolph,  Lucinda  and  .lane.  Moses 
Thompson  was  the  son  of  a  Scotchman  who  settled 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Rocelia  (Ward)  Thompson, 
were  David  and  Sarah  Ward,  who  reared  a  family 
of  eleven  children  in  New  York.  Of  that  number 
the  following  are  now  living,  namely:  Rollin. 
Ulysses,  Stephen,  Richmond,  Diana,  Mandeville, 
I'rsulla  and  Herschel.  Edward  and  Rocel.a  (Ward) 
Thomjjson  were  earnest  and  devoted  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  brought  up  their  three 
children  in  the  faitli  and  worship  of  tlie  Christian 
religion.  Tlie  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  are 
Alvaro  and  Mai-y,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Thompson. 

Edward  Thomp,son  kept  a  number  of  men  in  his 
employ  at  the  furnace  and  on  the  farm  and  his 
furnace  w.as  notable  as  being  the  first  one  estab- 
lisiicil  ill  the  couiity.  His  twc)  hundred  acres  of 
land  lay  within  the  village  limits  and  the  best  part 
of  Howell  is  now  built  upon  what  was  the  Thomp- 
son farm.  This  gentleman  laid  out  an  addition  to 
the  city  which  is  known  as  Thompson's  Addition. 
He  donated  a  half  block  of  ground  for  the  county 
buildings  and  upon  this  land  lias  been  jilaced  a 
beautiful  edifice.  He  also  gave  the  grounds  for 
the  first  cemetery.  His  own  beautiful  residence 
wliicli  he  erected  on  Mill  Street  remained  his  home 
until  death.  He  was  an  early  settler  who  did  much 
for  the  iniimivement  of  Howell,  and  was  a  man  of 
principle  and  integrity,  whose  influence  was  as 
powerful  in  an  unconscious  way  as  it  was  hel])fnl 
by  intent.  As  propert}'  increased  in  value  in 
Howell  he  of  course  grew  in  wealth  .and  became 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in  the  place. 

.Vfter  taking  what  .schooling  he  could  secure  in 
the  public  schools  of  Howell,  Albert  Thompson  at- 
tended college  at  Hillsd.ale,  Mich.,  and  later  took  a 
luisiiiess  course  at  Ames  Business  College,  N.  Y'., 
graduating  in  1865.  After  farming  for  twenty- 
years  upon  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Shiawassee 
County,  Mich.,  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  Howell 
in  December,  1889,  to  accept  his  present  position. 
He  filled  a  number  of  minor  olHces  in  Shiawassee 
County  and  was  also  .Supervisor  for  three  terms 
and  was  Township  Clerk  for  five  terms.     His  mar- 
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riage  in  1868  brought  to  his  home  a  true  helpinatc 
and  companion  in  the  person  of  Miss  Emily  Ham- 
mond of  tliis  county,  whose  parents,  Zina  and  Olive 
(Carpenter)  Hammond,  were  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  l<"()ur  lovely  t'hildren  have  blessed 
this  unicm  and  are  growing  up  to  be  the  comfort 
and  companions  of  their  parents.  They  are  named, 
Lyman.  Rose,  Lillie  and  Alvaro.  The  Hepublican 
party  is  the  political  organization  with  which  Mr. 
Thompson  finds  himself  in  sympathy  and  he  is  an 
earnest  worker  for  its  success  on  all  occasions.  He 
is  a  prominent  man  in  the  social  order  which  is 
known  bv  the  magic  initials  of  K.  (J.  T.  JI. 


-^ 


44^ 
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OSEPH  UOWDISII  lULL.  M.  D..  whose 
portrait  ai)pears  (jn  the  opposite  page,  was 
born  ill  Fairfield,  Franklin  County,  Yt., 
.January  2.").  1824.  and  is  therefore  at  this 
writing  (18',tl).  less  than  sixty-eight  years  ohh  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  of  English  descent,  while 
on  his  mother's  side  he  comes  of  French  ancestry. 
Both  (irandfatlicr  Hull  and  (irandfather  Bowdish 
(originally  spelled  Bowditcli).  were  Colonels  in  the 
Revolutionary  AVar,  and  the  latter  was  Sheriff  of 
Franklin  County,  Vt.,  for  several  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  hore  the  name  of 
of  Tiuiotliy  Hull,  was  married  to  Orrisa  Bowdisli 
and  they  reiiiaiiied  in  Vermont  until  May.  lJ^3fi. 
when  they  reiiKJvcd  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Leoni,  .Jackson  County.  At  the  time  of  their  re- 
moval hither  .Iose|)li  B.  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years 
and  he  had  attended  a  good  common  school  in  the 
(ireeii  Mountain  State,  .\ftei-  coming  licrc  he  did 
not  receive  much  benefit  from  the  schools  of  Leoni 
as  they  were  inferior  to  the  schools  of  X'ermont. 
He  w.as  a  |)upil  in  a  select  school  for  two  terms  and 
jHirsued  his  studies  with  jtrivate  teacher.',,  expecting 
to  complete  his  education  at  Aliddlebury  College, 
Vermont.  His  father  engaged  in  business  as  au 
hotel-keeper  for  a  short  time  and  subsequently 
operated  as  a  farmer  and  merchant  until  he  died 
in   1840. 

The  death  of  his   father  changed   our  subject's 


life  from  study  to  labor,  as  the  sujiiioit  of  his 
mother  and  the  six  children  (two  lioys  and  four 
girls)  devolved  u])on  themselves.  Their  whole 
wealth  consisted  of  eighty  .acres  of  uiiiiii})roved 
land  worth  about  ^iUH).  When  .Joseph  15.  was  fif- 
teen years  old  he  taught  school  in  North  Adams, 
Hillsdale  County;  he  had  a  large  number  of  pu- 
pils— al>out  sixty — twenty-flve  of  llieni  lieing  over 
twenty  years  of  age  and  several  preparing  them- 
selves for  teachers.  For  several  years  he  followed 
the  profession  of  teiiching  and  studied  as  circum- 
stances would  permit  or  necessity  refjuiied.  In 
1844,  his  health  being  poor,  he  visited  his  native 
place,  hoping  t<i  recuperate  his  strength.  While 
there  he  taught  in  his  native  town. 

Li  the  spring  of  1845,  finding  his  health  not  im- 
proved but  rather  the  reverse,  our  subject  returned 
to  this  .State  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Brown, 
having  previously  read  for  a  short  time  with  Dr. 
V.  Meeker.  Soon  afterward  an  accident  happened 
which  determined  him  to  study  medicine  and 
surgery  elsewhere.  A  hunter  named  Scott  had 
been  ill  for  some  time  and  upon  recovery  his  first 
act  was  to  unload  his  gun  which  had  lieen  loaded 
during  his  sickness.  Several  times  he  tried  unsuc- 
cessfully to  fire  it  off.  Impatient,  he  brought  the 
gun  heavily  d<»wn  upon  the  floor  when  it  was  dis- 
charged and  the  ball  jiassed  through  the  under 
jaw,  obliquely  acro.-^s  the  face,  back  of  the  nose  and 
lodged  in  the  skull  aliove  the  inner  a  igle  of  the 
eve.  Dr.  Brown  was  sent  for.  Imt  although  an  ex- 
cellent physician  he  was  no  surgeou  and  upon  ex- 
amining the  wound  he  fainted.  Our  subject  at- 
tended the  man  and  exti-acted  thr  liullct. 

Not  being  able    financially  to  study   away  from 

home  and  having  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  [hj>\- 

,    tioii.  he  entered  the  services  of   ^lessi's.  (ioss,  Darl- 

!    iug  it  Balcli.  who  contracted  to  build  several  miles 

j    of  railroad  between    Kalamazoo    and  New    Buffalo 

I    on  the  Michigan  Central  line.    He  >|ient  aliout  two 

I    and  one-half  years  with    them,  having  charge  of  a 

I    store   and  keeping  the   company's    accounts.     His 

leisure  time  was  devoted   to  study  and  without  in- 

'    tcrfering  with  his  other   bu.siucss,   he   acciiinulated 

and  i-i^ad  ipiite  a  medical  lilirarv.    During  this  time 

j    he  sent  all  his  money  to   his  mother  excepting  the, 

I   little  which  was  necessary  for  his  personal  expeu.ses. 
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Upon  leaving  the  employ  of  the  company  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  at  Comstock, 
near  Kalamazoo,  )nit  reiiiainefl  there  only  a  sliort 
time. 

AVe  next  lind  Dr.  Mull  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
entered  the  office  of  Prof.  .1.  .\dains  Allen.  This 
gentleman  was  then  Professor  in  the  Indiana  Med- 
ical College  at  LaPorle,  subsequently  Professor  in 
the  Medical  Dejiartment  of  tlie  Michigan  Univer- 
sity, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  President  of  Rush 
Medical  College,  in  Chicago.  Having  liecome  ac- 
(piainted  with  Prof.  Allen  while  ivsiding  in  Kala- 
mazoo, our  subject  chose  him  .as  his  i)receptor  and 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  LaPorte.  When 
Prof.  Allen  was  elected  to  aCliair  in  the  IMichigan 
University  our  subject  attended  two  courses  of 
lectures  there,  graduating  April  "21 ,  18.52.  He  then 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Ueoniarid  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  piofession. 

After  residing  in  Leoni  three  years  Dr.  Hull  was 
married  to  Kmily  Hewitt,  an  estimable  and  intelli- 
gent lady,  the  daughter  of  .Tephtlia  and  Mary 
Hewitt,  of  Leoni.  After  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  went  immediately  to  Lansing,  where  they  ^ 
still  reside.  The  Doctor  soon  became  recognized 
as  a  thorough  physician  and  liis  practice  grew  raji- 
idly,  spreading  over  an  area  of  country  twenty 
miles  in  diameter.  He  is  now  in  active  practice, 
having  all  he  wishes  to  do.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  himself  and  wife  three  now  survive,  viz: 
Jesse  Butler,  who  was  graduated  with  honors  in 
medicine  and  surgery  in  the  medical  department  of 
Micliigan  I  niversity  in  IHUG:  Lauia  P..  who  is 
studying  music  at  the  American  Consi'rvatory  of 
Alusic  in  Chicagii;  Harriett,  who  is  now  fourteen 
years  old  and  in  tlie -Tuninr  Class  of  tlie  Lansing 
High  School. 

In  1854  the  Doctor  was  at  the  convention  lield 
in  .lackson  when  the  Re)iuVilic.an  party  sprung  into 
existence  \inder  the  oaks  of  the  beautiful  city.  He 
continued  to  vote  with  that  party  until  IH7 i  when 
he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  course  taken  b^-  the 
Government  in  dealing  with  the  whisly  revenue 
thieves.  Since  then  lie  has  been  a  Democrat  and 
lias  represented  this  party  as  a  delegate  to  city, 
county  and  State  c(m\'eiitioiis.  Because  lie  re- 
fused to  xota  the  Republican  ticket  he  was,    in 


!  1876,  removed  from  the  Examining  Board  of  Pen- 
sions and  a  Republican  put  in  his  (ilace.  He  had 
held  the  office  of  Examining  Surgeon  for  Pensions 
since  1^62,  having  received  his  cfuninission  from 
.\brahaiii  Lincoln. 

Dr.  Hull  has  filled  the  office  of  .Mderinan  four 
years,  also  that  of  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  for 
Ingham  County,  and  Director  of  the  Poor  for  the 
city  of  Lansing,  County  Physician,  and  Physician 
of  the  State  Reform  School,  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  Secretary  of  the 
Lansing  City  Medical  Society.  In  1864  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  United  States  Army  and  reported  at 
the  Clay  (ieiieral  Hospital  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Soon 
after  he  was  directed  to  report  for  duty  to  the 
First  Battalion,  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  Capt,  Barber 
commanding.  This  battalion  was  doing  duty  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  <if  the  Cumberland. 
Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  commanding.  Our  suliject 
retained  his  iKisitioii  until  the  close  of  the  war 
when  he  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  his  pro- 
fession.    Early   in   the  war  he  was   appointed    by 

.  Gov.  Blair  Examining  Surgeon  for  the  draft  in 
Ingham  County,  which  service  he  iierformed  and 
examined  nearly  three  thousand  [lersons. 

In  1 1^7(1  the  poctor  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
State  Insuraiiee  Company,  which  was  nearly  in  its 
death  throes,  but  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  I.  H. 
Bartholomew,  its  President,  he  reorganized  the 
company  and  placed  it  on  a  solid  foundation. 
After  being  with  the  company  nearly  two  years  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  j)rofession.  The  com- 
pany afterward  concluded  to  cease  doing  liusiness, 
and  re-insured  its  policies,  paid  all  indebtedness 
and  died  an  honorable  death.  Soon  after  coming 
to  Lansing  the  Doctor  joined  the  ^lasonic  frater- 
nit\-  and  i>  now  a  member  of  Lodge  Xo.  66.  also 
of  Chajiter  No.  '.I.  Royal  .Vrcli  Masons.  From  his 
boyhood  Dr.  Hull  haslieen  a  firm  temperance  man. 
using  no  toliacco  or  alcohol  in  any  form,  except  as 
a  medicine,  and  has  constantly  used  his  infiuence 
to  suppress  their  use  wherever  and  whenever  he 
could  consistently,  .\lthough  wlien  young  his 
health  was  delicate,  by  adopting  regular  and  tem- 
perate habits  his  health  has  improved  anil  is  now 
good,  excepting  that  he  is  afflicted  with  rheumatism 
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which  prevents  much  pliysical  labor.  He  and  liis 
wife  joini'il  the  Presbyterian  Church  srion  after 
coining  to  thi.s  city,  and  now  they  with  all  their 
cliildren,  beUnig  to  that  organization.  ]Mrs.  Hull 
has  engaged  with  the  church  in  many  benevolent 
undertakings  and  the  poor  have  always  found  re- 
lief through  her  exertions. 


(> 


\f  OSEPH  RIDP:R.  Tiiere  is  prol)ably  no  man 
more  prominent  for  intelligence  and  charac- 
ter within  the  confines  of  (ienoa  Township, 
Livingston  County,  than  lie  of  whom  we 
write.  His  success  may  well  be  attributed  to  his 
intelligence,  his  good  management  and  hard  work, 
and  he  has  the  universal  esteem  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  DeKalb  Township,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  X.  Y.,  March  2.5.  1817.  His  father,  Joseph 
Rider  Sr..  who  was  born  in  Rockland  County, 
X.  Y..  was  of  Holland  descent.  This  parent  was 
bereaved  of  his  father  and  mother  when  quite 
young  and  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
trade  in  New  York  City  and  therefore  received 
but  little  education.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  AYar 
of  1  SI 2  having  gone  as  a  volunteer  from  DeKalb 
to  ( )gdenslnwg,  and  later  he  engaged  in  farming, 
lie  received  a  i).ayment  of  ¥1.50  as  a  pension  from 
the  (iovernment. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  State  in 
1833  and  settled  in  Milford  Township.  Oakland 
{ 'ounty,  upon  fifty  acres  of  land.  In  1 835  he  came  to 
this  county  and  resided  with  his  son  until  his  death 
which  occurred  at  the  age  (jf  eighty-four.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Peck,  and  >he  was 
reared  in  New  York.  Her  children  were  Martha,  Je- 
mina,  and  our  subject,  besides  one  who  died  when 
quite  young.  The  mother  passed  from  earth  about 
the  year  1830,  being  still  in  middle  life,  and  her 
death  was  caused  by  a  cancer. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  taken  in  the 
district  schools  after  he  was  ten  years  old,  and  he 
came  AVest  in  18.^3  liy  way  of  water  to  Detroit, 
and  then  by  team  fu  Oakland  County.     After  two 


years'  residence  there  he  cariie  to  this  locality  and 
took  uj)  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land.  He  exchanged  one  horse  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  worked  for  his  neighbors  to  gain  the 
money  to  obtain  another  \oke.  Thei'e  were  then 
only  three  houses  in  the  township,  but  he  soon 
added  another  to  the  settlement.  The  Indian  trail 
pas.sed  his  house  and  the  savages  were  frequent 
callers.  He  could  talk  their  Language  and  they 
traded  him  venison  for  commodities  which  he 
could  furnish.  AYild  game  was  abundant  and  he  oc- 
casionally brought  down  a  flue  animal,  but  never 
devoted  himself  to  hunting.  It  took  five  days  to 
go  to  Detroit  and  back  with  ox-teams  as  was  nec- 
essary to  olitain  supplies. 

Mr.  Rider  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  raises 
large  numbers  of  stock  and  at  one  time  made  a 
specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle.  In  October,  18.58, 
he  was  awarded  the  diploma  for  the  best  cultivated 
farm  in  the  county.  This  was  given  him  at  the 
Livingston  County  Agricultural  Fair.  He  now 
has  two  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land  having 
given  to  his  son  some  sixty  acres.  Llis  marriage 
March  19,  1840,  united  him  with  Isabella  M.  Fish- 
back,  who  was  born  in  Depuyster,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1824. 

Mrs.  Rider's  parents,  Jacob  and  Elsie  (Stearns) 
Fishback  were  from  New  York  State,  who  came 
here  in  183()  and  lived  in  (4enoa  Township  forone 
year  and  afterward  removed  to  Clarion  Townshi]). 
where  they  carried  <iii  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  fathei'  died  when  sixty-foiu' 
years  old  from  consunq)tion  .•nid  Ihc  niotlier.  who 
retained  her  fncultio-  ni<i.--t  wonderfully,  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-t\)ur.  Her  eight  sons 
and  six  daughters  all  grew  to  years  of  maturit}^ 
and  one  of  these  daughters  is  now  ninety-four  years 
old  and  is  living  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
mother  was  a  Presbyterian  in  her  religious  belief. 

Ten  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  seven  of  them  reached  the  age  of  maturity. 
George  AA'.  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Andrew  J., 
owns  a  commercial  college  in  Trenton,  N.  .J.;  he  also 
runs  two  large  cranberry  bogs  yielding  about  three 
thousand  Inishcls  a  year;  Albert  J.,  is  a  farmer  in 
HandyTownship;  Elsie,  Mrs.  Alilton  Pettybone.  is 
the  wife  of  a  clothing  merchant  in  Flint;  Isabel  lias 
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married  a  music  teacher  and  dealer  in  musical  in- 
struments at  Stanton;  Henry  l).,is  a  farmer  in  this 
township;  William  is  at  home  and  Nettie  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  E.  D.  IMillis  of  Webberville. 

The  church  connection  of  this  family  is  with  the 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  Mr.  Rider  is  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  views.  He  was  only  twenty-one  years 
old  when  he  was  elected  Assessor  and  he  shortly 
became  Township  Clerk,  and  afterward  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  great  many  years.  He 
has  held  office  nearly  all  the  time  since  he  reached 
his  majority.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  (Tcnoa 
(iran^e  and  lias  held  oltice  as  Overseer  and  Chajj- 
laui.  lie  erected  his  neat  frame  residence  in  1853 
;nid  his  two  large  barns  were  built  in  1850  and  in 
1><87.  Me  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  culture 
of  trees  and  has  many  of  them  upon  his  jihice. 


-— 2S3ii<:) 


S.  (IHISWOI.l)  is  :i  iMiiiu'r  on  suclion  7. 
lliirthuid  Towiisliii),  Livingston  (  oiiiity.  tliis 
State,  lie  was  hoin  in  C'heiiniiig  County. 
^^  N.  v..  near  tlie  (.  ity  of  Klniira,  iiis  natal  day 
being  December  21,  1)S2.'5.  His  parents  were  also 
natives  of  the  Kmpire  State,  his  father  being  Henry 
Griswold,  who  was  born  in  New  York  .and  there 
reared  on  a  farm.  1  le  came  to  ^Michigan  in  an  early 
day,  and  in  18.'i(!  settled  in  Hartlaiid  Township. 
Livingston  County,  upon  tlie  section  where  lie  still 
lives.  He  at  once  built  a  frame  house  wiiieli  (•(in- 
sisted of  a  single  room  having  the  modest  dimen- 
sioiis  of  HixlJH  feet.  He  with  his  l'Miiiil\  .'it  nnee 
bent  their  energies  tnwaid  elearing  up  the  plaee 
and  making  it  a  prodiu  li\'e  .-nid  til  pi:iee  f<ir  halii- 
tatioii. 

At  the  lime  that  enir  subject  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  this  State,  one  saw  more  Indians  than  white 
men,  and  wild  animals  skulked  and  glided  (lirougli 
the  shadowing  boughs  of  the  trees  of  the  forest. 
Henry  Griswold,  our  subject's  father,  died  on  his 
home  place  Septemlier  17.  ls;77.  Dming  his  life- 
time he  was  an  adherent  (if  the  princijiles  of  the 
Whig  party.  He  occupied  a  iiunilier  of  positi(jns 
in  local  office,  having  been  Justice  of    the    Peace 


several  years,  and  also  held  several  school  offices. 
He  was  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Clinrch  for  fifty  years,  and  was  always  a  gen- 
erous worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Gospel.  He  held 
\  aiious  offices  in  the  church  and  was  intimately 
eonnected  with  the  growth  of  that  denomination 
in  this  vicinity.  He  was  well  known  throughout 
the  country  as  a  hard-working  man,  with  an  innate 
appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  truth.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather,  Elisha  Griswold.  supposed  to 
have  been  Imni  in  Connecticut,  died  while  yet  a 
young  man.  Our  subject's  mother,  who  was  before 
her  marriage  Miss  Elizabeth  Snell,  was  born  in  New- 
York  State,  in  Chemung  County.  She  died  in  1H7^*. 

Henry  (xriswold  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  eld- 
est. He  was  reared  in  his  native  place  until  twelve 
years  of  age.  His  first  school  days  were  passed  in 
learning  the  three  R's  in  a  frame  schoolhou.se  not 
a  great  distance  from  his  home.  After  coming  to 
^Michigan  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he 
eonlinued  sehool  in  Hartlaiid  Township,  remaining 
at  Inline  umler  hi--  father's  i-<i<if  until  he  was  of  age 
after  wiiich  he  clerked  in  a  general  store  at  Par- 
shallville.  Hartlaiid  Town.siiip,  reinaining  there  in 
all  for  a  |x'rio(l  of  about  six  \ears. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  October 
2^.  |K5((,  his  bride  lieiiig  Esther  Mason,  who  was 
born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  October  25,  1825.  .\fter 
settling  in  life  our  subject  located  in  the  village  of 
I'.aishallville.  where  lie  was  engaged  in  a  general 
store  until  lis(i(),  then  took  a  partnershi])  and  eoii- 
tiiiued  with  the  Hnii  until  1X88,  when  they  sold 
oiil  the  st(jck.  but  our  suliject  still  owns  the  build- 
ing, for  tweiitv -li\-e  years  he  hud  the  position  of 
P(_>stmaster  in  the  village  ot  Parshallville.  W'as  Su- 
pervisor loi  t\\<i  years  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
eight  years.  He  has  served  in  all  the  ofHies  of  the 
School  Hoard  times  without  end. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
erence. After  selling  out  his  interests  in  the  vil- 
lage he  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  at  present 
resides.  His  home  is  built  on  the  site  of  the  old 
homestead  of  his  father.  Hie  present  residence  was 
elected  at  a  cost  of  ¥8,500.  and  contains  every 
comfort  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  It  is  a 
ten-room    dwelling,  that  is   furnished   with   lavge 
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ihw't?.  Mini  Ik'UIccI  w  itli  ;i  fui-iuK-e.  It  i>-  tiiii>lHMl 
thruusihout  most  lieantifuUy  with  natural  wood, 
and  is  furnished  comfortably,  not  too  good  for  use 
or  perfect  enjoyment.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  sjjread  away  about  the  iilace  and  are  dotted 
with  shade  trees  of  the  choicest  varieties.  It  also 
has  a  fine  orchard.  Our  sulijcct  also  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  section  ;'),  and  all  of  his 
icalty  possessions  are  under  cultivation.  He  is 
riiiiau'cd  quite  largely  in  the  breeding  of  .stock, 
having  from  twenty  live  to  fifty  head  of  cattle  to 
(lis|jose  of  cacli  year.  There  is  a  tenenieuf  house 
upon  his  )(lace  tlial  is  oceupic(l  by  an  abk'  Mssistnnt 
ill  his  agricultural  work.  Oursnbjecl  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  (uie  ilanghter.  whose  name  is 
KUa.  She  is  the  wife  of  C  A.  Parshall.  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business  in  the  village  of 
Ilartland.  Our  subject  has  two  good  liarns  upon 
his  place,  eacii  8(lx.')(t  feet  in  dimensions  and  ha\'- 
ing  lia.sements  with  .solid  stone  foundations.  Tlie.-c 
he  built  at  a  co.st  of  i!l,;')Otl.  Mr.  (iriswold  is  one 
of  the  substantial  and  solid  men  of  llartlaud 
Township.  He  is  pul)lic-si)irited  and  progressive 
and  has  ever  been  ready  to  give  a  helping  hand 
and  encouraging  word  to  any  good  cause  that 
promises  to  be  for  the  l)enetit  of  the  people. 


l^-f^l 


c 


HAHLES  TFRKELL.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
,  sent  the  name  of  a  highly  respected  farmer 

^J  who  resides  oji  section  3.  Leroy  Town.ship. 
Ingham  County,  and  who  w.as  horn  in  AVayne 
County,  Mich.,  July  11, 184(1.  His  parents,  both  New 
Yorkers,  were  Chauncy  (deceased)  and  Eleanor 
Turrell,  the  latter  being  the  grand-daughter  of  a 
Kevolutionary  soldier.  With  his  parents  our  sub- 
ject came,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  to  Ingham 
Counts'.  Mich.,  traveljng  in  wagon.s  with  oxen  as 
tlie  motive  power.  Tlie^'  became  among  the  first 
pioneers  of  Lero\'  Township,  making  their  home 
two  miles  south  of  Weblierville  and  later  moving 
on  to  the  farm  now  ow'ned  by  their  son. 

The  surviving  children  of  this  family  arc  Ann 
E.,  wife  of  Henry  AVilber.  Charles.  Lucy  .1..  wife  of 


Isaac  Dove,  and  Jefferson.  The  father  who  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  convictions,  died  duiing 
the  days  of  the  Civil  War. 

Having  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Ingham  County,  Charles  Turrell  took 
up  his  life  work  as  a  farmer,  but  on  the  da}'  he 
reached  ills  majority  he  enlisted  in  the  army  of  his 
country,  joining  Company  E.  Eighth  ^licliigan  In- 
fantry, and  being  assigned  to  Burnsides"  army.  He 
fought  in  the  battle  of  James  Island  where  his 
brother.  Erederick.  was  killed,  and  took  part  in  the 
conflii'ls  of  Hull  Run.  Chautilly.  South  Mountain, 
Aiitictam  ;in(l  Erederick.sburg.  Mis  regiment  re- 
inforced (Grant's  army  at  A'icksburg  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Jackson  and  also  was  active  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  taking  part  in  the  last 
charge  of  the  rebel  works  at  Petersbiu'g.  They 
took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  and 
were  honorably  di-scharged  July  30,  186,'). 

Henry  Turrell,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
killed  111  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  the  father 
died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  a  victim  of  typhoid  fever. 
This  patriotic  family  sacrificed  not  only  the  father 
but  two  brothers  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  their  mourning  is  mingled  with  joy  that  they 
were  able  to  do  so  much  for  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  May  10, 
18(58,  and  his  bride,  Emeline  Starks,  is  a  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Rebecca  Starks,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  to  tlie  other  world.  Only  one  child,  a  sou. 
Hiram,  came  to  bless  this  home  and  he  has  been 
called  from  life.  The  bereaved  parents  have 
adopted  two  sons,  Elswortli  and  Willie,  and  to  them 
the\-  hnve  given  true  parental  care  and  training. 
The  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  in 
an  excellent  state  of  cultivation  and  besides  attend- 
ing to  his  own  agricultural  pursuits  our  subject 
has  found  time  to  serve  his  townshi))  as  Highway 
Commissioner,  to  which  he  was  elected  upon  the 
lve]iublican  ticket. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  F.  Turrell  Post  No.  93,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Web- 
lierville, whicti  was  named  in  honor  of  his  brother, 
Frederick,  who  fell  at  James  Island  while  charging 
the  rebel  force.  Charles  Turrell  receives  a  pension 
from   the  Government  of  *(!  a  month   and   his  life 
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lii.st(_>rv  is  rf|ik'te  with  incidents  of  braveiy  as  a 
soldier  and  worth  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Ingham  County  Pioneer  Association  and  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  l)otli  for 
his  own  sake  and  for  that  of  his  family  whose  lives 
will  ever  be  cherished  as  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  countv. 


^>^^<m 


EYMOUK  K.  HOWE,  a  farmer  on  section  5, 
s!^  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County ,  is 
the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  came 
to  this  jilace  in  1856  and  has  since  made  this  his 
residence.  The  first  house  in  which  he  lived  was 
built  ])artially  of  logs,  the  other  part  being  a  frame 
dwelling.  Prior  to  Mr.  Howe's  jiurchase  of  the 
place  this  building  was  used  as  an  hotel,  and  doubt- 
less many  are  the  travelers  who  in  i)ioneer  days 
found  it  a  very  refuge  of  rest  and  comfort.  Our 
subject  continued  ti)  use  it  as  a  residence  for  some 
eigliteen  years  and  then  l)uilt  his  commodious  and 
attractive  farmhouse  where  his  family  enjoys  all 
the  comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Howe  was  liorn  in  Elba  Townshii),  (ien- 
esee  County,  N.  Y.,Septeinl)er  lit,  1H17.  His  father 
was  Seth  and  his  mother  Achsah  (Washburn) 
Howe,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Tliey  were  the 
pnicnts  of  ten  children  and  of  these  our  sub- 
ject was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
mother  died  in  1819,  while  the  son  of  whom  we 
write  w.as  still  young.  His  father  was  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  |)ersuasion  and  for  forty 
years  his  home  served  as  a  place  of  worshi])  for  the 
people  in  the  locality  in  which  he  lived.  In  the 
early  history  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y..  where  the 
progress  was  not  so  rajjid  as  in  i)ioneer  days  in 
Michigan,  the  latter  having  been  lienefited  by  the 
l»rogress  in  the  East,  preacher  Setii  Howe  called  the 
peojile  together  for  spiritual  instruction  which  he 
gave  according  to  his  understanding.  Two  years 
after  the  decease  of  his  first  wife  he  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Dunning. 
By  this  union  there  was  one  child.  Our  subject's 
father  died  wlu^n  seventy-five  years  of  age. 


The  original  of  our  sketch,  when  a  child  six  years 
of  age  went  to  live  with  an  older  brother  and  re- 
mained with  him  assisting  in  the  fanning  and  en- 
gaged in  painting  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Later  he  visited  Washtenaw  County,  this 
State,  where  a  brother  and  sister  were  living. 
While  there  he  worked  at  carriage  building,  and 
later  took  up  clock-making,  carrying  on  this  last- 
named  business  in  partnership  with  a  lirother. 
After  remaining  several  years  in  Michigan  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  New  York,  He  pledged 
himself  to  remain  with  his  father  as  long  as  that 
])arent  lived,  and  fulfilled  his  jjledge. 

Mr.  Howe"  entered  the  matrimonial  relationship 
March  20.  1846,  his  bride  being  Miss  Phebe  A, 
Boutell,  who  was  born  August  21.  1822.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Boutell. 
natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Newport,  P.  1., 
respectively.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  calling, 
and  for  some  time  lived  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  coining 
thence  about  1808.  He  was  at  that  time  a  large 
farmer.  Mrs.  Howe  is  tlie  only  child;  her  mother 
passed  away  from  this  life  in  1828.  and  seven 
years  after  the  father  married  a  second  time,  his 
wife  being  Harriet  .lane  Ketchem.  By  this  union 
there  were  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  whose  name  is  Ira  Boutell.  Wiien  but  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  went  into  the  hardware  liusi- 
ness  at  B.atavia,  N.  Y.,and  later  received  a  Cajjlain's 
commission  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  A  bia\e 
and  heroic  .soldier,  he  received  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Now  a  resident  at  St. 
Louis,  ]\Io.,  he  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail grocery  business  and  has  been  greatly  pros- 
pered, being  considered  one  of  the  very  wealthy 
men  of  that  city. 

Mrs.  Howe  was  educated  at  Middlebury  Acad- 
emy, N.  Y'.,  and  in  her  younger  days  was  a  teacher. 
At  the  time  of  solemnizing  their  marriage  Solomon 
.ludd  oHiciated.  They  commenced  housekeeping 
at  Pembrook.  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  part  of  which  was  t)wned  liy  ilr.  Howe's 
father.  They  remained  with  iiim  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  the  l.'5th  of  .June,  18.")2,  After  that 
Mr.  Howe,  with  his  l)iother,  Ebenezer,  built  and  ran 
a  steam  sawmill  for  two  years;  in  tlie  meantime  he 
bought  his  lirother's  interest  in  the  mil].     Tliis   he 
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finally  traded  for  an  hotel  at  Busliville,  (ienesee 
County,  N.  Y.,Mliich  lie  ran  a*  a  temperauee  house. 
Thej'  also  owned  a  grocery  at  the  same  place,  but 
at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  they  traded  their 
property  there  for  a  farm  at  Caryville,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  remained  for  one  year,  when  they  sold  and 
came  to  Howell  Township,  this  State,  in  1856,  set- 
ting out  from  New  York,  October  14,  of  that  year. 
They  brought  five  small  children  with  them,  hav- 
ing been  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

The  first  few  years  that  our  subject  and  his  fam- 
ily spent  in  this  State  were  years  of  hardship  and 
denial.  Mr.  Howe  was  obliged  to  work  out  for 
other  people,  as  his  new  farm  would  not  support 
himself  and  family.  Sorrow  also  came  to  thera_ 
for  their  family  was  afflicted  with  sickness  and  two 
of  his  children  were  taken  away.  The  names  of 
the  children  whose  presence  has  come  as  a  lilessing 
to  their  parents  are  Alice  C,  Eugene  E.,  Martha 
A.,  Ellen  F.,  Willie  C,  George  F.,  Ida  L.  and  Ada 
E.  Willie  C.  died  in  New  York  in  1854,  while 
still  an  infant;  Ada  E.,  who  was  born  March  19. 
1863,  died  September  22,  186.3;  Jlary  J.  died  Oc- 
tober, 4,  1863,  when  twelve  years  old;  Alice  C.  was 
educated  at  Ypsilanti  Normal  School  and  there 
received  her  certificate  as  a  teacher  in  1869.  She 
has  made  teaching  her  life-work  and  is  greatly  be- 
loved at  Wyandotte,  Wayne  County,  this  State,  by 
many  who  received  her  instruction  during  fifteen 
years  of  educational  work  in  that  ijlace;  she  has 
also  taught  in  other  places  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  teachers  in  tliis  [^art  of  the  country. 
For  the  jjast  few  years  she  has  been  engaged  in 
school  work  in  the  district  in  which  her  father 
lived,  unselfishly  giving  up  any  ambition  that  she 
might  have  for  a  broader  sphere  in  order  to  be  able 
to  be  with  her  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
P^ugeue  E.  married  Adelpbia  Hill;  he  is  the  fathei 
of  three  daughters — Mary  J.,  Ada  E.  and  .Vliee  A. 
He  is  a  farmer  in  comfortable  circumstances  and 
lives  veiy  near  his  father's  place;  Martha  A.  is  the 
wife  of  A.  S.  Person;  she  is  mother  of  four  children 
— Myrta  M.,  Seymour  H.,  Cornelius  G.  and  Annie 
B.  They  live  in  the  village  of  Howell.  Willie  C. 
married  Kuliy  Hill;  he  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
daughters — Norah  B.  and  Bertha  M.,  and  lives  just 


north  of  his  farm,  (ieoi'ge  F.  married  Xorah  Hart; 
they  have  one  child,  whose  name  is  Stanley;  they 
reside  in  the  village  of  Howell.  Ida  L.  married 
Dr.  Abrams,  of  Dollar  Bay,  this  State.  All  the 
members  of  the  Howe  family  have  fine  farms  and 
good  homes. 

Mr.  Howe  has  given  his  children  every  educa- 
tional advantage  possible.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  father 
having  been  .so  connected  from  youth.  He  lijis  held 
various  positions  in  the  church  and  has  been  a 
generous  supporter  of  that  body.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  the  county. 


.:=0 


RA  \.  REEVES.  Putnam  Townsliip.  Living- 
ston County,  contains  a  class  of  intelligent 
lk\  and  well-educated  farmers  who  have  seen  much 
of  the  world  and  whose  choice  of  a  home  in  this 
locality  is  founded,  not  upon  a  narrowing  igno- 
rance of  what  else  the  world  can  offer,  but  upon  a 
full  comprehension  of  the  advantages  of  this  re- 
gion over  many  others.  Among  these  men  of 
broad  mind  and  experience  in  life  we  may  name 
the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 

Howell  Reeves,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  October  11,  1777,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Wood,  who  was  born  October 
11,  1783  and  died  July  11,  1816.  After  her  death 
he  was  again  married.  By  the  first  marriage,  from 
which  our  subject  is  descended,  there  were  eight 
children,  viz:  Mehitable,  Mary,  Charles  W.,  Sarah 
George,  Kitsie,  James  and  John  D.,  the  last  named 
being  the  only  survivor.  Howell  Reeves  died  No- 
vember 7,  18,")3,  having  had  three  children  by  his 
second  marriage — (Gabriel  P.,  Elizabeth  and  How- 
ell— all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

(ieorge  Reeves,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  February  11.  1809,  near  West  Town,  Orange 
Countj',  N.  Y.  He  married  Lavinia,  daughter  of 
James  Lane,  and  she  was  born  July  6,  1807  in 
Orange  County.  The    solemnization  of  this  union 
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took  place  April  22,  1829,  and  they  resided  in 
Orange  County  until  the  deatli  of  the  wife  which 
occurred  about  1831.  She  left  one  child,  our  sub- 
ject. The  father  again  married,  February  6,  1832, 
choosing  as  his  wife  Martha  Eliza,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  >Sarah  (Roe)  Allison,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  was  born  August  31,1813,  and  became  the 
mother  of  ten  children. 

The  family  made  their  home  in  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  until  they  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
spring  of  1836,  establishing  themselves  in  Lima, 
"Washtenaw  Countv,  where  the  father  kept  an  hotel 
for  a  short  time  and  operated  a  farm  until  the  fall 
of  1837,  when  he  removed  to  Pinckney,  moving 
his  family  into  the  second  frame  building  which 
was  ever  erected  in  that  village,  being  a  store  and 
hotel  combined.  These  two  conveniences  to  the 
public  were  operated  liy  him  and  were  the  first  in 
the  village.  In  those  days  the  well-known  writer, 
Caroline  Matilda  Kirkland  and  her  husband,  AVill- 
iam  Kirkland,  resided  in  this  village  and  tliov  are 
well  remembered  by  our  subject. 

During  the  two  years'  residence  of  the  family  in 
Pinckney  the  father  built  a  brick  additicm  to  the 
hotel,  which  is  still  standing.  In  18311  he  liought 
the  mill  site  and  farm  upon  which  oiu- subject  now 
lives  and  on'it  built  a  Mouring-niill  in  addition  to 
the  sawmill  which  was  already  there.  In  the  former 
he  put  four  runs  of  stones  and  operated  both  mills. 
In  addition  to  this  he  erected  a  residence  into 
which  he  removed  in  1839.  He  had  a  farm  of  six 
hundred  acres  and  during  his  lifetime  he  cleared 
off  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  it.  making 
his  home  here  until  1877,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  which  he  spent  in  California  in  1849. 

George  Reeves  was  successful  in  his  Inisiness 
operations  and  was  a  prominent  man.  taking  a 
lively  interest  in  politics  and  Iiesides  being  one  of 
the  earliest  Supervisors  of  the  township,  served  for 
a  long  while  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  i)arty  and  he 
was  esteemed  a  leader  among  men  of  that  shade  of 
political  belief.  He  died  in  April,  1877,  and  his 
wife  is  also  deceased.  The  year  after  the  death 
of  this  gentleman  the  mill  in  which  he  had  taken 
so  much  interest  in  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch    was    seven    years    of 


age  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  to  which  he  came 
l)y  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal,  making  an  unusually 
slow  trip  as  he  was  laid  up  for  three  weeks  at  a 
Ijridge.  He  attended  school  at  Pinckney  but  made 
frequent  visits  back  to  New  York.  In  the  spring 
of  1849  he  joined  his  father  in  making  up  a  party 
to  take  an  overland  trip  to  California.  They 
started  from  Michigan  in  a  wagon,  going  to  Joliet. 
111.,  then  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  spent  a  week 
laying  in  supplies,  whence  the^'  traveled  to  Lex- 
ington, Mo.,  where  they  bought  cattle.  From  that 
point  the  real  journey  began,  crossing  the  Ivaw 
River  at  Topeka.  then  moving  toward  the  Platte 
River,  east  of  Ft.  Kearney,  then  to  the  South  Pass 
of  the  Rocky  ^Mountains  and  on  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

From  this  city  the  party  moved  north  around 
Great  Salt  Lake  to  the  valley  of  the  Humboldt 
River  and  following  Green  Horn  "cut-off,"  the 
party  arrived  in  the  Sacramento  A'alley  at  Deer 
Creek.  They  kept  on  until  they  reached  Feather 
River,  locating  on  Long's  Bar,  where  they  staid 
most  of  the  winter  working  in  the  mines.  In  the 
spring  our  subject  went  to  Yuba  where  he  made  a 
Ijusiness  of  keeping  a  restaurant  for  a  short  season. 
Thence  he  went  to  Butte  Creek  and  located  a  claim 
which  is  known  as  Reeve's  Bar  which  they  worked 
till  August,  1850,  when  they  determined  to  return 
home.  Iliere  were  four  of  them  working  this  claim 
and  although  they  took  out  $200  per  day  every  day 
they  became  so  homesick  that  they  could  no  longer 
remain  there  and  came  home.  The  journey  out 
across  the  plains  occupied  from  March  27  until  Oc- 
tober, but  they  returned  by  the  way  of  Panama. 
They  considered  the  trip  on  the  whole  to  have  been 
a  successful  one.  During  this  experience  the 
the  father  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  cholera 
but  his  life  was  spared. 

After  remaining  at  home  a  year  the  young  man 
made  arrangements  with  his  father  to  take  and 
cany  on  the  mill  property  which  business  he  con- 
tinued until  the  Are.  He  became  interested  in  bee 
culture  some  four  years  ago  and  now  ships  honey 
to  Bay  City,  having  some  forty  hives  of  bees.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to 
the  Blue  Lodge,  Chajjter  and  Knights  Templar  an<l 
has  been  Senior  Deacon.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in    politics  and   is   a   stanch    Demociat. 


YORK 

BRARY 


O-^J^^i    'Z^^^S'Ot^'fiAM.    ..^CKX^Ay^.J-^ 


-/^'^ 


/V^?2>«^ 


^€iL.<>^ 


THE  NEW  YORK 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


ASTOR,  LFNOX  AND 

IILUEN  FOUNDATIONS 

K  J- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


557 


He  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office 
he  has  held  for  seventeen  years.  lie  has  also  served 
as  School  Inspector.  His  father  was  Postmaster  of 
Pinckney  in  IW.'iil  and  lield  the  commission  of  Aid 
to  Gen.  Brown,  of  the  Michigan  militia. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  never 
taken  to  himself  a  wife  hut  makes  his  home  on  the 
old  homestead  with  his  sister's  family.  His  many 
friends  woidd  lie  pleased  to  see  him  surrounded 
by  a  family  of  liis  own  and  regret  that  so  noble 
a  man  should  not  liave  chosen  to  have  made  some 
one  woman  happy  by  liis  companionship. 


^+^^ 
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i'  WILLIAM  S.  CALKINS.  It  is  ever  a  grate- 
ful task  to  lay  a  wreath  of  memorial  green 
'}lj  u|)on  the  grave  of  one  who  lias  fought 
nobly  the  battles  of  life  and  by  his  strong  I'ight 
arm  ha>  upheld  the  banners  of  religion  and  moral- 
ity, making  the  world  better  for  his  having  lived 
in  it.  Sucii  a  tribute  we  gladly  offer  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
brief  biographical  notice,  and  whose  portraitis  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  this  sketch. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lansing.  Mr.  Calkins 
came  to  tins  city  in  1><47.  at  which  time  the  capital 
was  located  here,  and  at  once  engaged  in  business 
with  .Ml'.  Ndriis,  carrying  on  a  pottery.  How'ever, 
for  many  years  prioi-  to  his  demise  he  was  engaged 
in  >elling  lands  for  the  late  James  Turner,  and  w.as 
also  in  business  as  a  fire  insurance  agent,  making 
the  latter  his  special  line  of  work  during  the  last 
tiftecn  or  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  born 
in  Pernington.  near  Rochester.  X.  Y.,  February  11. 
1H14.  and  thoie  i-eceived  a  thorough  and  compre- 
hensive education.  In  IHSti.  he  and  his  father 
came  West,  and  .-settling  in  South  Lyon  Township, 
Oakland  County.  Mich.,  proceeded  to  clear  a  farm. 
Having  subdued  this  tr.acL  of  land  with  their  axes, 
they  removed  thence,  in  1847,  to  what  was  at  that 
time  the  little  city  of  Lansing. 

.\fter  a  residence  in  Lansing  of  about  forty-two 
years,  ^Iv.  Calkins  died  November  8, 188',),  sincerely 
mourned  not  onlv  bv    his    family,    but  by  all  who 


had  known  his  faithful  Ufe  and  unswerving  integ- 
rity. He  was  prominently  identitied  with  the 
Methodist  Ejiiscopal  Church,  in  whose  communion 
he  had  found  strength  and  comfort  since  he  was 
sixteen  years  old.  He  was  one  of  the  first  six  who 
organized  a  church  in  Lan.-iing  and  was  always  a 
stanch  and  active  member.  He  otliciated  in  the 
Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  Trustee, 
Class-leader  and  Steward  until  on  account  of  his 
health  he  could  no  longer  lill  those  ortices.  For 
live  years  before  his  death  he  w;is  nearly  helple.s.s. 
Politically  he  was  a  Ke|)ublican. 

On  August  '30.  1875,  Mr.  Calkins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Martha  Stedm.'in,  who  still  sur- 
vives him.  and  whose  i)ortrait  is  al.-io  |)resented  on 
an  accompanying  page.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Francies,  and  she  was  born  in  SugarCrove. 
Warren  CountA',  Pa.,  October  20,  18;54.  beinga 
daughter  of  Seth  A.  and  Carlara  ( Fox)  Francies. 
When  she  w.as  quite  young  her  father  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Bruce,  Macomb  County, 
this  State,  when  she  was  eleven  years  old.  He 
was  a  shoemaker  and  found  in  the  West  a  better 
opening  for  his  trade.  In  her  early  womanhood 
she  inairied  Charles  H.  C  .  Moslier.of  Ray.  who  died 
in  the  army;  she  was  afterward  united  in  marriage 
with  Mr.  Kingsley  Stcdman.  who  died  in  Lapeer 
in  18()i).  Since  her  mariiage  with  .Mr.  Calkins,  she 
has  lived  in  the  house  where  she  now  resides.  She  has 
an  adoi)ted  son.  Mr.  .\.  A.  Mosher.  of  this  city,  who 
is  w'ith  the  Lansing  Lumber  ((nnpany.  Since  she 
was  a  girl  of  twenty,  Mrs.  Cnlkins  hns  bei'ii  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  CInii'i-h.  Notwith- 
standing the  varied  exijeriences  througli  which  She 
has  passed  and  the  afflictions  which  have  fallen  to 
her  lot.  she  is  still  vigorous  and  active,  bearing 
few  marks  of  the  years  which  have  fallen  to  her. 


(i|l  SALTER  A.  CLARK.  l'erlia|.s  there  are  no 
\/\j//  more  enterprising  and  cultured  residents 
'^^  of  Livingston  County,  than  those,  who, 
like  our  subject — one  of  the  fii'st-class  farmers  in 
Alarion  Township,  are  natives  of  this  very  county 
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iiml  descended  from  Now  York  parentage,  llie 
iii^ricultui'al  interests  of  Xew  York  have  l)eeii  f(n- 
so  lony;  a  time  highly  devehjped  and  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  tliat  tlie  animus  of  the  farmers  in 
that  section  leads  to  a  higher  standard  in  regard 
1(1  the  cultivation  of  the  .soil  and  the  improvement 
and  the  licautifying  of  the  farm  home  than  is  to 
lie  found  in  many  otiier  |iaits  of  our  c(.>uutry. 
I'ulilic  sentiment  thus  secured  among  the  agricui- 
tiual  class  does  not  (-ease  within  its  limits  but  de- 
scends to  their  children  even  when  they  are  born 
In  the  ■•wild  nn<l  wooly  West." 

The  residence  of  our  subject  on  section  !•.  jjre- 
scnts  a  jjleasing  appearance  and  Is  the  seat  of  :i 
lliiely  cultivated  farm.  Mr.  Clark  was  horn  on 
section  17,  Marion  Township,  in  IHTid,  and  his  fa- 
ther, Lyman  Clark,  a  farmei-  and  carpenter,  was 
horn  in  New  York  in  \X0'A.  Tin-  father  received 
as  good  an  education  as  the  conunon  schools  af- 
forded and  was  united  in  marrlaue  In  IH'Jfi  \\\{\\ 
Lydia  Wallace,  a  daughter  of  Georsc  and  Lyilia 
(Lawrence)  Wallace.  These  jiarents  weie  h\nu 
Massachusetts  and  had  five  children,  the  daughter 
Lydia  being  born  in  1806. 

Lyman  Clark  came  JMichigan  in  18;i(i  .Mnd  bought 
some  land  in  Washtenaw  County  and  afterward 
came  to  Marion  Township,  Livingston  Couutyand 
here  ])urchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
he  afterward  sold  and  bought  eighty  acres  which 
pleased  him  better  on  section  1 7.  Somewhat  later 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
tions 9  and  l(i.  lie  here  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1874.  His  good  wife  with  whom  he  liad 
lived  so  many  years  in  closest  union  and  harmony 
was  not  separated  long  from  him  but  followed  him 
to  the  grave  in  1875.  lie  w.as  a  Republican  in  his 
political  convictions  and  consistently  cast  l)is  vote 
for  the  success  of  that  party.  Both  he  and  tlie 
mother  of  our  subject  were  devotedly  attached  to 
the  Baptist  Church  with  which  they  were  in  com- 
munion. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  received  the 
advantages  of  a  common-school  education  and  re- 
maining at  home  with  liis  parents  assisted  his  fa- 
ther through  his  youth  and  when  he  became  a  man 
undertook  the  management  of  the  farm.  Some 
three  years   previous  to    his    father's    decease    he 


brought  home  to  his  parents  a  daughter  in  the 
person  of  Maggie  A.  Twilley.  daiighter  of  .lames 
and  Rebecca  (Lound)  Twilley.  These  parents  were 
from  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  Maggie  who  was 
born  ill  1852  was  the  youngest  of  tiieir  the  chil- 
dren. 

Our  suliject  and  his  Intelligent  and  cajjaljlc  wife 
have  been  blest  with  five  children:  Ethel  R.,  (tCi- 
tiude  L..  Lawrence  T..  Briggs  L.  and  AValter  Burr, 
and  in  their  training  and  education  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clark  take  a  deep  and  aliiding  interest,  and  the 
young  people  promise  well  to  reward  the  affection 
and  efforts  of  their  parents  in  their  behalf. 

The  Republican  platform  and  declarations  em- 
body pretty  thoroughly  tlie  jiolitical  ideas  of  Mr. 
Clark,  who  has  ever  shown  an  intelligent  interest 
and  zeal  for  the  success  of  his  party  and  has  been 
active  in  township  politics.  For  two  terms  he  has 
filled  the  resj)onsible  office  of  Townshii)  Treasurer 
and  is  one  of  the  DIrectorsof  the  Agricultural  and 
llortlcultuial  Societies  of  the  conntN. 


r^ 


ROBERT  WALKER.  There  is  probahly  no 
family  in  Oceola  Township  better  known 
or  integrity,  fair  dealing,  enterprise  and 
intelligence  than  the  one  repre.-JCiited  by 
tiie  name  at  the  head  of  t\n>  paragra])!!.  and  it  is 
one  of  tlio.se  which  have  heljied  to  make  Living- 
ston County  a  center  for  all  good  Infiuences  and 
a  count.N'  which  is  known  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth as  one  of  the  most  Intelligent  and  en- 
terprising sections  of  Michigan. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County.  X.  V.. 
in  the  township  of  Manchester,  October  .").  18.S2. 
He  is  a  son  of  llenson  and  Matilda  (.Vrnel) 
Walker,  both  natives  of  .Maryland,  of  whom  our 
readers  will  be  ))le,ased  to  learn  more  in  the  life 
sketch  of  their  son  Thomas  .\.  Walker,  upon 
another  paije  of  this  .Viiuxi.  Holiert  is  the  sixth 
>on  an<l  eighth  child  in  this  household,  and 
I  wa.s  oiil,\  three  years  old  when  he  made  his 
entrance  into  the  State  of  iliclilgaii  with  his 
parents.     Here  he  took  bis  first  schooling  in  a  log 
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schoolhouse  in  Oceola  Township,  and  never  went 
uuts;ide  tlie  liouiuls  of  this  tuwiiship  for  his  cdw- 
eational  advantages,  yet  lie  made  such  a  thoinugh 
application  of  what  he  here  learned  and  studied 
to  such  good  advantage  under  the  thorough  yet 
somewhat  restricted  drill  and  curriculum  of  the 
Oceola  schools  that  he  obtained  a  comprehensive 
and  common-sense  preparation  for  the  liatlle  of 
life.  lie  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  death 
of  his  father,  assisting  him  in  every  way  in  his 
power. 

We  must  here  introduce  into  tliis  sketch  the 
name  of  her  who  became  the  conii)anion  of  our 
subject,  Fidelia  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  .lanuary  31,  1832.  Her  parents, 
Enos  and  Laura  (Mason)  Cole,  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  she  was  the  ttrst-born  of  their  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Cole  was  a  boat 
builder  in  his  younger  days,  but  finally  abandoned 
that  occupation  and  followed  farming.  He  came 
to  Michiiian  in  183(i.  and  located  in  Green  Oak 
Townshij),  Livingston  County,  where  he  took  up 
land  from  the  (iovernraent  and  transformed  it 
into  an  improved  farm.  He  came  to  Oceola  Town- 
sliip  in  18.VI.  and  there  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
remained  until  they  passed  from  earth,  she  at  the 
aac  of  forty-two  and  he  when  sixty-six  years  old. 
Their  daughter.  Fidelia,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  our  subject  in  1852.  Her  youngest  lirother. 
Arthur  Cole,  was  the  youngest  Probate  .Judge  ever 
elected  m  the  county.     He   took  his  seat  in  18X5. 

For  awhile  after  tlieii'  marriage  the  young  couple 
remained  with  the  ijarents  of  the  liride  and  then 
purciiased  the  farm  where  they  now  reside,  which 
is  the  old  Cole  homestead.  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  have  lile.ssed  this  union;  Laura,  the  wife 
of  AVilliam  15.  Eager,  whose  liiography  is  to  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Lyman,  who  mar- 
ried Hattie  McMillan  and  resides  in  Oak  (irove 
Townshi|i.  Livingston  County;  Mason,  who  mar- 
ried .Jessie  Runisey  and  resides  in  Howell  Town- 
ship; and  Thomas,  who  married  Etta  Hardy  and 
resides  with  her  iiarents. 

Besides  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  our 
subject  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  land 
in  Howell  Townsliip.  most  of  which  is  highly  cul- 
tivated.    Into    his    attractive   and   pleasant    lionic 


he  has  put  some  $1,500.  This  was  built  in  the 
place  of  the  one  that  was  burned  to  the  ground  in 
1871.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  every  movement 
which  tends  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the 
farming  community,  and  witli  this  end  in  view  he 
is  a  hearty  worker  in  the  (i range.  In  the  Baptist 
Church  both  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Walkei  are  most  highly 
esteemed  and  prized  as  being  earnest  workers 
wliose  truly  Christian  spirit  makes  them  helpful  to 
all  with  whom  thev  come  in  contact. 


iki  f  h  I  t  p  1  I    1      f 


/OHN  F.  SALTMAKSU.  The  gentleman 
whose  biography  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
here  presenting  has  proliably  handled  more 
land  in  Ingham  County  than  any  other 
man.  In  his  younger  days  he  did  an  extensive 
business  in  trading  and  exchanging  farms;  he  has 
also  Itroken  up,  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  acres 
of  new  land,  having  broke  over  six  hundred  acres 
by  contract.  He  was  liorn  in  London.  England, 
.lanuary  8.  1828.  His  father.  .John  Saltmarsh.  was 
a  merchant  and  green  grocer  in  tlie  world's  metro- 
polis and  continued  to  follow  tluat  business  until 
he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1838.  He  was 
prosperous  in  Europe  until  the  lueaking  out  ol  the 
wars  in  1838.  when  his  business  suffered  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  deemed  it  i)rudent  to  come  to 
the  ['nited  States  for  economic  reasons. 

Mr.  Saltmarsh.  Sr.  proceeded  almost  immediately 
to  Michigan  which  was  at  that  time  particularly 
conspicuous  because  of  its  recent  admission  to  the 
Union  as  a  State.  He  first  settled  in  Ponti.ac  but 
spent  the  year  in  prospecting  and  in  1839  came  to 
Meridian  Township,  Ingham  County,  three  years 
after  Lansing  was  located.  He  ijurchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  farm  that  his  son 
at  tlie  present  time  owns  and  which  was  then  a 
dense  wilderness.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  township.  Our  subject's  father  knew 
nothing  about  farming  when  he  came  to  the  L^nited 
Stntes,  but  he  was  determined  to  learn  and  when 
in  Pontiac,  after  he  had  located  his  land,  he  took 
a  job  of  chopping  twenty  acres  of  wood  in   order 
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that  he  might  become  a  "ood  woodsman  and  he 
soon  hecame  familiar  with  tlic  (liffi-rt'nt  |)ha><es  of 
pioneer  life.  His  son  lememliers  liaving  seen  liini 
come  home  from  Lansm"  carrviut;'  one-half  Imsliel 
of  salt  on  ills  liack.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
Democrat  and  then  liecnnu-  .-i  Kejnililican,  hut 
finally  settled  down  firmly  in  his  Democratic 
|irinci|)les.  He  was  .Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many 
years  and  wlien  his  decease  occiured  while  livinu' 
ill  Virginia.  ^Ia\'  12.  IKHH,  his  loss  as  a  citizen  was: 
keenly  felt.  The  mother  of  our  suljject  was  prior 
to  her  marriaije  a  .Miss  Mary  Foster,  a  sister  of 
Charles  Foster  of  Okemos. 

On  the  lireaking-  out  of  the  war  the  original  of 
our  sketch  left  his  fai'in  of  one  Iniiuhcd  and  twent\ 
acres  and  went  to  the  front.  He  enlisted  in  IMIil 
in  the  First  Michigan  Infantry  and  served  Uty  a 
period  of  three  years  and  sixty-five  (iays.  heinii  as- 
signed to  duty  with  the  .\iiny  of  the  I'otoinac. 
He  was  in  many  a  hard-fought  lialtle  and  learned 
to  brave  shell,  shot  and  powder.  He  was  a  [lar- 
tieipant  in  the  second  battle  of  Hull  Hun  and  was 
at  .\ntietam  and  South  .Mountain.  From  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1«K0 
and  then  went  to  Virginia  where  he  purcha.sed  a 
farm  of  seven  hundrerl  and  tliirt\-flve  acres  in 
Surrey  County.  This  is  a  fine  fruit  district  .'ind 
one  year  he  liad  a  net  income  of  >fH{H)  from  his 
])ear  crop.  He  remained  in  X'irginin  for  four  years 
and  still  owns  the  farm. 

Mr.  Saltinarsh  was  man  led  .»i.\  years  after  the 
war  to  Mrs.  FUeii  >L  Kulin,  widow  of  Martin 
Kuhii.  of  Li\'ingstoii  County.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union — luhn  .V..  whose  n;ital 
da\  was  October  24.  l>^7o  aiKi  Sarah  L..  burn 
February  2.  1H72.  Both  arc  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Our  subject  is  a  .Mason,  belonging  to 
Virginia  Lodge.  \o.  77.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Farmers'  .\lliance.  In  their  chu)<  h 
associations  they  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  liody  at  Okemos.  Politically  he  is  an 
Independent,  usually  voting  the  Hepublican  ticket. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  rugged  and  strong 
man  both  mentally  anct  physically.  He  never  had 
any  sickness  until  the  last  year  of  the  war  and  was 
considered  by  the  men  of  his  regiment  as  the  one 
who  could  endnie  the  greatest  hardships.     In    in- 


telligence he  is  far  in  iuhance  of  the  average 
farmer.  He  has  a  natural  aptitude  for  mechanical 
work  and  can  repair  any  machine  in  short  order. 
He  is  the  ow-ner  of  a  fine  farm  of  five  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres  in  Ingham  County,  most  of  which 
lies  in    Meridian  Township. 


/.I.  !'( )\VNLI';V.  is  tin'  owner  of  a  tine  farm 
located  ill  Hartland  Township.  Living- 
•stou  County.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York 
having  lieen  born  in  Tompkins  County, 
July  27,  1M2.').  One  suliject  is  one  of  the  pioneers, 
however,  in  the  .State  of  Michigan,  having  come 
here  with  his  parents  in  IMSfi.  From  that  time  to 
this,  he  has  seen  the  phenomenal  urowtli  in  popu- 
lation and  improvenient  in  every  aspect  of  life. 
There  are  now  large  and  beautiful  cities  on  the 
bordei's  of  streams  that  were  formerly  liut  a  [ilace 
where  the  deei'  came  to  quench  their  thirst.  The 
country  that  then  held  only  malaria  and  ague  for 
the  early  settlers,  is  now  drained  and  irrigated  so 
th;\t  it  is  at  the  same  time  healthful  and  a  prolific 
agricultural  region. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Benjamin  Tdwiih^y.  a 
native  of  New  -lersey.  He  was  one  of  the  men 
who  seived  in  the  War  of  1812.  hence  to  him 
all  honor  is  due  as  lieing  one  to  sacrifice  home 
comforts  and  to  run  the  chances  of  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  dignity  and  unques  ioned 
rights  of  his  country.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade  and  was  the  projirietor  (jf  a  large  manufact- 
uring business  in  Tfunpkins  County,  keeping  bii.sy 
from  thiity  to  forty  hands  in  his  slio]i  at  that 
place.  His  manufactures  were  shipped  to  New 
York  City  once  a  week,  and  at  that  day  it  was  con- 
sidered a  vei'v  large  institution.  He  carried  on  the 
liusine.ss  as  long  as  he  remained  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  but.  like  many  others,  when  the  reports 
of  the  wonderful  fertility  and  riches  in  timlier 
lands  and  ores  were  brought  to  the  Empire  State, 
he  saw  by  vision  large  opportunities  for  his  sons  in 
the  future  of   that  State  and  here  came  in  183H. 
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settliiio'  in  llartliinil 'I'dwiiship.  Livintistdii  County, 
.'it  which  time  he  h)eated  on  section  !^. 

At  the  time  of  hieating  in  tliis  State.  Mr.   Toun- 
leyV.    .Sr..    farm    was    a   i>eitVet    wilderness.       Tall 
trees  towered    overhead,  and   the   s])aees   between 
were  a  tantile  of  shrubs  and    vines  throusili  which 
scudded  ral)l)its.  while  from  the  limbs  of  the  over- 
towerinu'  trees   screeched    owls    and    wildcats,  and 
to    tlu*    neisjhborinu'    lirook    came    the  mild   eyed, 
fleet-limbed  deer.      Tliev   secured  the  land  directly 
from  the  (ioveiiiment.  cleared  a  place  in  tlie  midst 
of   the    forest   and    with    the   trees  that    they  thus 
felled,  built  a  loy   house,   not    im|)osin.<;'  in  style  of 
architecture  or  finish,  but   still    a  home  in  the  new 
country.     They  were  oltli^ed  to  make  many  make- 
shifts    in   erecting  even  thi.-    humble   abode.     Tiie 
only  way  of  procurinji    shingles  was  to  make  them    I 
as  best  they  could,  b\   hand,  and  tools  were  neither    ! 
plentiful  nor  easily  accessible.     Tudaunted  by  the 
many    iiu'onvenience.^  that    they    had   to  put  up 
with,  they   bent    every   energy   toward  improving   | 
their  place  and  succeeded  in  making  it  very  home- 
like   and    comfortable.      All   tlie     commodities     of 
life  that  they  could    not    raise  on    their  own  farm 
had  to  be   purchased   at    Detroit,    but   the  younger    i 
members  of  the  family    considered    it  an  event  to 
be  looked  forward  to  with    delightful  anticii)ation. 
to  go  to  town  on  horseliack.  even  thougii  they  had 
to  come  back   laden    to  the   point   of  stifling,  with 
meal  bags,  and  the  numerous   packages  that  would 
bring  delight  to  the  family  at  ht)nie.sim])ly  because 
they  came  from  a  store. 

Mr.  Towuley,  Sr.,  died  <in  his  farm  In  Living- 
ston Counlv  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  In 
politics  he  was  an  old  line  Democrat,  a  followei- 
of  t'lay  and  Calhoun.  His  wife  was  before  mai- 
riage  a  Miss  Betsy  Reeves,  one  of  tjie  gooil  old 
names  of  New  .lersey  fame.  She  was  the  life-long 
comijaniou  and  helper  of  her  husband,  and  like 
him,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  They 
reared  a  large  family  of  childi'en.  nine  in  number. 
having  two  daughter.-  and  seven  sons.  Of  tliesr 
our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  liirtli  and 
the  third  son. 

The  original  of  our  >ketch  was  <inly  eleven 
years  old  when  with  his  parents  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan, anil  till-  writer  cnn  imagine  with  w  bat  deliirhl 


he  \iewed  the  wilderness  with  boyish  eyes,  it  being 
tilled  with  all  kinds  of  large  and  small  game.  His 
yoiuig  mind  had  no  thought  of  the  toil  that  was 
was  necessary  to  transform  that  tangled  mass  of 
beauty  into  the  orderly  appearance  of  civilized 
life.  Indeed,  what  to  him  were  long  days  spent 
in  liiicing  the  cornfield  or  in  building  rail  fences. 
or  in  chopping  Wood  to  be  n.sed  in  the  winter  in 
the  great  fireplace,  when  there  was  a  prospect  be- 
fore him  of  days  of  coon  hunting,  or  a  swim  after 
a  hard  day's  work  in  the  pools  or  the  stream.-  that 
he  alone  knew.  Were  there  no  pleasiu'es  in  tlio.se 
early  diiys.'  ask  the  boys  of  those  days  as  Holmes 
affectionately  calls  the  associates  of  his  school  days, 
even  after  they  were  matured  and  gray  head<'(l 
men.  <)iir  subject's  liist  school  days  were  sjient  in 
New  York,  fiut  after  coming  to  this  .State,  he  at- 
tended the  school  held  in  the  log  schoolhouse 
which  the  settlers  made  all  haste  to  erect,  and  for 
which  they  obtained  a  teacher  in  Ilartland  Towti- 
shi}).  and  although,  perhaps, lie  was  not  ■■crammed" 
with  the  sciences  and  classics  as  are  <nir  collegians 
of  to-day.  he  there  obtained  a  good  kixjwledge 
of  Knglish.  and  was  well  drilled  in  the  Rule  of 
Three. 

Our  subject  remained  under  his  father's  roof  un- 
til after  his  death,  taking  care  of  the  old  gentle- 
man duiing  his  last  sickness.  He  was  married  No- 
vemlier  '22.  \H.')\.  his  bride  being  Mary  K.  Wiswold. 
who  like  himself  was  a  native  of  New  York  .State. 
h;iving  been  born  in  Chemung  County,  .\pril  i;i. 
1S.'52.  She  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  liirth 
and  the  .second  daughter.  She  caine  t(j  this  State 
with  her  jjarents  when  four  years  of  age  but  when 
a  young  girl  was  by  them  sent  back  to  New  York 
to  be  educated,  making  her  home  while  there  with 
her  mother's  sister.  In  IM  17  she  returned  to  thi- 
State  and  was  engaged  as  .a  teacher  until  her  mar- 
riage. 

(  )n  taking  to  himself  a  wife.  Mr.  Townley  lo- 
cated where  he  still  resides.  He  has  made  many 
improvement-  on  the  place.  Neat  fences  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  rail  fences.  A  fine  or- 
charil  has  been  planteil  thai  yields  an  aliundancc 
of  luscious  fruit,  and  shade  trees  of  various  kinds 
and  having  a  lieautiful  variety  of  color,  have  been 
]ilaiiliMl    in    -yinnit'triral    .■ind    avti-tic    order.      Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Townle.y  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  the 
older  who  Ijears  the  unusual  name  of  Kress,  was 
horn  in  this  township  and  county.  .January  24, 
18.')(!.  lie  was  here  educated  and  became  popular 
and  well-known  among  the  people  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  188t<,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  in 
1890  and  1891  was  given  the  position  of  Super- 
visor. He  is  a  Repulilican  in  his  political  prefer- 
ences. He  is  still  on  the  bachelor  list,  but  is  too 
eligililc  to  long  remain  so.  The  second  son  is 
Wells  (I.,  born  on  the  old  homestead,  as  was  his 
l)rother,  in  Hartlnnd  To^niship,  Livingston  County. 
October  24,  186.").  lie  was  reared  at  home  and  is 
an  intelligent  and  interesting  young  man. 

Our  subject's  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  Here  he  is  en- 
gaged in  doing  a  general  farming  business.  He 
has  some  very  fine  grades  of  horses  in  whose  breed- 
ing he  is  particularly  interested.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference. 
He  lias  been  elected  to  several  local  offices,  having 
served  ns  Road  Commissioner,  and  in  other  school 
offices.  His  farm  boasts  a  natural  advantage  en- 
joyed by  but  few  agriculturists.  There  are  two 
flowing  wells  sixty  feet  deep  upon  the  place  and 
from  them  he  waters  the  place  with  cOol  and  liv- 
ing: streams. 


ON.  THO:srPSOX  crimes.  Among  the 
prominent  and  representative  men  of  Pinck- 
ney,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  who. 
while  of  Eastern  birth,  have  made  them- 
selves thoroughly  Western  men  in  their  interest, 
inlbieiice  and  lifewoik.  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
the  miller  and  farmer,  whose  names  api)ears  at  the 
head  of  this  short  sketcii.  He  was  born  November 
1(1.  1824,  in  Cortland  County.  X.  Y.  His  father 
lieing  .lames  Grimes  and  his  mother  Elizabeth 
Whitney,  natives  of  New  York  in  which  State  they 
made  their  home  through  life. 

The  father  was  a  carpentei'  and  joiner  and  also 
had  the  trade  of  a  millwright.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  took  part  in  that  conflict,  but  did  not  re- 


ceive any  wound  therein.  They  were  blest  with  a 
family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. By  the  death  of  his  mother  our  subject  was 
left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  eight  years  and  from 
that  time  on  felt  that  he  must  lake  care  of  himself. 
He  picked  up  what  education  he  could  and  making 
his  home  with  a  married  sister  worked  out  by  the 
month  and  also  learned  the  valuable  trade  of  car- 
riagemaker. 

The  young  man  eauie  to  Michigan  in  1847. 
making  his  first  stopping  place  in  Waterloo  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  where  he  contracted  the 
fever  and  ague.  Six  months  later  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  and  for  two  years  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Pinckney.  After  live  years'  service  with 
an  employer  he  bought  out  the  business  and  car- 
ried it  on  for  a  number  of  years.  He  finally  sold 
out  his  interest  iu  this  line  and  entered  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  father-in-law,  in  which  he 
continued  for  some  time  and  after  dissolving  that 
connection  he  operated  a  farm  until  two  years 
.ago.  lie  then  bought  an  interest  in  the  flouring 
mill  kniiwH  as  the  I'inckney  Flouring  and  Custom 
mills. 

This  flourishing  mill  has  a  capacity  of  seventy- 
five  ))arrels  per  day  and  Mr.  Grimes  and  his  part- 
ner, Mr.  Mann,  have  built  up  an  excellent  trade  so 
that  the  mill  is  kept  running  the  year  round.  It 
is  fitted  for  water  power  but  also  has  a  flfty-lior.se- 
power  engine  .so  that  steam  can  be  used  in  emerg- 
encies. Four  men  are  constantly  employed  to 
keep  the  mill  in  operation  and  the  market  for  its 
product  is  lively  all  along  the  Air  Line  &  Gr.and 
Trunk  Railroads,  between  .Jackson,  Detroit  and 
Port  Huron.  The  firm  also  ships  to  points  outside 
of  Michigan. 

The  marriage  of  Jlr.  (i rimes  took  place  New 
Year's  Day,  18;)(l,  and  he  was  then  united  with 
^Nliss  Emily  M.  Mann,  an  aecomplisiied  and  intelli- 
gent lady,  daughter  of  Alviii  and  Lucy  (Whittle- 
sey) Mann.  Mr.  Mann  was  a  native  of  New  York 
and  became  a  pioneer  in  this  jiart  of  Michigan,  as 
he  came  here  among  the  early  settlers  and  in  his 
day  was  a  prominent  business  man  in  Pinckney, 
taking  an  earnest  interest  in  politics  and  concern- 
ing himself  for  the  welfare  of  the  Republican 
party.     To  him  and  his  good  wife  were  bOm  eight 
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cliildrfi).  lliicc  (if  wliom  ;\rp  now  livina'.  Sinc-e 
the  de:itli  ul'  Mi-,  ^lann  lii>  wile  has  eontiilued 
to  make  her  home  in  this  villaue.  Their  da  lighter 
.Mrs.   (Jrimes.    was    Ixirn    in    New    York    .K^pril    1."). 

The  hand  of  Providence  ha>  denieil  chihlreii  to 
Mr.  aud  Mrs.  (irimes  Init  they  liave  not  lieen  con- 
tent to  live  withont  little  ones  in  their  home  and 
have  leared  .some  three  or  four  children,  in  whom 
thev  lake  a  tender  interest  and  for  whom  tliey  have 
|)rovided.  .Mr.  (irimes  lias  lieen  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  also  of  the  (Jood  Temp- 
lars as  well  as  the  Masonic  order.  Political  mat- 
ters have  ever  interested  hi>  mind,  as  he  was  in 
yi^ntli  a  Demociat.  Iiiit  since  the  organization  of 
the  Repiililican  party  lie  has  afflih'ated  with  that 
line  of  political  thought.  Although  the  townshii) 
has  always  heeu  Democratic,  yet  this  gentleman's 
personal  |)opularitv  has  been  such  as  to  place  him 
several  times  in  ottices  of  trust  and  responsihility. 
For  several  years  he  lias  served  as  .lustice  of  the 
Peace  and  his  incumbency  of  that  office  has  tended 
to  the  ))roinotion  of  peace  and  goodwill  among  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  has  also  been  i)laced  in  the 
position  of  T(.>wnshi|i  Clerk,  wlicre  hi.^  record  was 
most  excellent. 

Tlie  l)i()ader  e.vperience  of  .\Ir.  (Jrimes  i>  to  be 
found  in  his  work  in  the  State  Li'gislatiire.  to 
which  he  was  elected  and  where  he  served  in 
1879-80.  He  was  a  personal  friend  of  the  Hon. 
Zach  (handler  and  helped  to  elect  that  gentleman 
to  his  last  term  in  the  I'liited  States  Senate.  His 
handsome  farm  adjoining  the  village  of  I'inckiiey 
comprises  ninet_\-five  acres,  all  of  wliirh  is  under 
cultivation  and  ii]ion  it  he  has  himself  |)laced  ex- 
cellent im])rovemeuts.  He  also  has  eighty  acresof 
improved  land  in  Inadilla  Town>liip.  to  all  of 
which  he  devotes  considerable  lime,  besides  super- 
intending the  operations  of  the  mill. 

Mr.  (irimes  started  out  for  himself  as  a  child 
without  means  and  with  no  one  to  help  him  and 
has  made  an  lioiu)rahle  record  and  has  gained  suc- 
cess in  life  besides  being  of  great  service  to  lii> 
fellow-citizens.  For  many  years  he  has  been  upon 
the  Village  School  Board  and  besides  preparing 
and  presenting  to  the  legislature  the  bill  incorp- 
orating the  village  of  Pinckney  he    was   for   three 


years  the  President  of  the  Milage  Board  and  is  .at 
present  tilling  the  same  otfice.  He  has  been  Trea- 
>urer  of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  Masonic  order  and 
has  also  filled  the  same  position  in  Pinckney 
Chanter. 


-^^^^l 


iJ>MKl!  E.  Cli.ANSTON.  Among  llie  iiieii 
p*  to  whom  tlie  township  of  Tyrone.  Living- 
ston County,  owes  much  of  its  prosjierity 
as  an  agricultural  center  Is  the  one  whose  name  is 
now  given.  He  was  born  in  this  towiishi[i.  .\ugust 
28.  IHfi;').  and  is  a  son  of  David  ().  and  Sarah 
(Beelie)  Cranston.  The  grandfatlier.  Eli  Cranston, 
was  a  farmer,  and  David  was  reared  upon  .i  farm 
near  Kingston.  N.  Y..  and  became  a  very  success- 
ful farmer,  having  accumulated  by  his  own  effoit> 
a  handsome  fortune  and  an  estate  of  over  four 
hundred  acres.  His  home  farm  in  the  western 
part  of  Tyrone  'l'owiislii|>  is  one  of  the  richest  and 
best  improved  in  the  county.  He  was  alwavs  a 
Democrat  in  his  [(olitical  views  and  was  placed  1)\- 
liis  neiglibors  in  various  local  offices.  He  reared 
to  maturity  two  of  his  four  children — our  subject 
and  Tessie  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  I'ierce 
Slicker. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  J^iviny- 
ston  County.  X.  Y..  Seiitember  12,  1838,  being  a 
daughter  of  .Vlfred  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Beebe.  Mr. 
Beebe  was  liorn  in  IHKi.  in  Eivingston  Count\'. 
>s.  v..  and  his  wifewasa  native  of  Oenesee  County. 
To  them  were  ii'ranted  twelve  children,  only  five 
of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  viz:  Sarah 
1!.;  Henry  S.,  who  died  in  Libby  Prison;  .Martha 
Buck;  Nancy  and  .\nios.  deceased.  The  father 
of  this  family  removed  to  Zanesville.  Ohio,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  made 
his  home  in  (Jsceola  and  in  other  localities,  but 
finally  spent  his  last  days  in  F"entoi),  where  he  died 
.-ilioiit  the  year  18(t'2.  Ills  widow  survived  him 
until  .August.  1890. 

Our  worthy  subject  siieut  his  bo\hood  and 
youth  upon  the  farm  and  studied  in  the  district 
school,  supplementing  that  course  by  a  High  School 
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education.  Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  began 
life  for  himself  upon  two  hundred  iicres  of  land 
situated  on  section  21,  Tyrone  Township.  It  was 
in  April,  1888,  that  he  bought  one  hundred  acres 
where  he  now  resides  on  section  22,  and  he  has 
here  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  prf)ductive 
farms  in  the  townshiji. 

Sarah  Page,  a  native  of  Lyons  Township,  Oak- 
land County,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Fan- 
nie (Meade)  Page,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
^lareh  1 1,  18«5.  In  his  early  career  Mr.  Page  was 
a  substantial  farmer  and  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
his  township.  He  now  manages  an  hotel  at  Argen- 
tine, Mich.,  and  has  an  honorable  war  record,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  ranks  and  risen  to  the  position 
of  a  Lieutenant.  ISy  his  first  wife,  who  wtis  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  CU'auston,  he  had  three  sons  and 
thiee  daughters.  The  two  children  of  our  subject 
and  ills  faithful  wife  are  Elsie  L.  and  David  ().. 
and  to  these  little  ones  are  given  faithful  and  af- 
fectionate care  and  training,  and  the  fond  parents 
may  well  cherish  the  hope  that  they  will  grow  up 
to  be  of  value  to  the  community  and  an  honor  to 
their  in'ogenitors. 


=^>^^<^ 


SAAC  T.  WRKtHT.  In  every  community 
there  are  some  good  men  and  women  with 
whom  ever}'  one  claims  relationship  through 
the  b(mds  of  affection,  and  we  find  no  couple  in 
Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  who  are 
more  beloved,  and  who  seem  to  be  nearer  in  the 
bonds  of  sympathy  to  their  neighbors  than  "riicle 
Wright  and  Aunt  Harriet,'"  as  our  subject  and  his 
good  wife  are  universally  called.  To  them  all 
know  that  they  maj'  come  sure  of  a  cordial  greet- 
ing and  a  kindly  word,  and  confident  that  when 
the  time  of  trouble  or  of  special  joy  draws  near  ' 
the  symi)athy  of  these  good  friends  will  be  theirs,   i 

The  farm  of  our  subject  is  situated  on  sections 
26  and  27.  Handy  Township,  and  comprises  an 
extent  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which 
]Mr.  Wright  has  lived  now  for  some  twenty-three 
years,  and  which  he  has  greatly  improved.  He  was   ; 


born  in  Greene  County,  N.Y.,  November  29, 1812, 
and  has  now  nearly  reached  his  four-score  years. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Honk)  Wright, 
were  l)orn  in  the  Empire  State,  and  were  there 
united  in  marriage.  They  carried  on  a  farm  in 
Greene  County,  that  State,  before  coming  to  .Alich- 
igan  in  1H38.  Tlie  Western  home  was  in  Iosco 
Townshiii,  where  they  carried  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  and  upon  this  old 
homestead  they  reared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  there  spent  their  later  years.  Two  only 
of  their  offspring  are  still  in  this  life — our  subject 
and  his  sister,  Lucy,  Mrs.  Ackei'.  of  ^\'oodlulll, 
Shiawassee  County.  The  father  was  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  views  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  in  hi>  church  connections  was 
n  Methodist.  Ills  father's  name  was  William  and 
his  mother  was  a  Miss  Ljon,  both  being  natives  of 
New  York.  William  Wright  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  taken  [nisoiier  by  the 
British. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  his  education 
and  practical  training  upon  his  father's  farms  in 
Onondaga  and  (ireene  Counties,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  at  which  time  the  fatlier  divided 
the  property  with  him,  and  Isgac  sold  his  portion 
and  came  to  Iosco  Townshi)),  this  couuty,  where 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  for  $200.  It 
was  ail  timber  land,  and  after  clearing  off  the 
trees  he  exchanged  it  for  another  tract  in  the 
same  township,  and  later  came  to  the  place  where 
he  now  lives.  He  has  chopped  trees  since  he  was 
nineteen  years  old  until  within  a  few  3-ears  of  the 
present  date. 

In  1835  Isaac  T.  Wright  took  to  wife  Mi.ss  Har- 
riet Terry,  who  was  born  in  1815,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  New  York,  preparing  herself  for  a  teacher, 
and  filling  that  position  for  a  numljer  of  .\'ears. 
Her  parents,  Norman  and  Sarah  (Works)  Terry, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Terry  had  a  family  of  four  childrren,  but 
only  one  besides  Mrs.  Wright  survives,  namely: 
Sarah  A.  Smith,  of  Bath,  IMich. 

Isaac  AVright  had  four  children  in  all;  his  son 
George  married  Arimantha  King  and  has  one 
child   living,   Bessie;  they  have  lost  three.     They 


'iriii  NEV/  Yoj^u 


TILDE-  ^ 


m. 


%^^ 


d 


m 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


567 


live  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Iosco  Township. 
His  son,  Thomas  (;..  who  has  now  departed  this 
life,  leaving  seven  orphan  children,  married  Sarah 
Lamreiix,  who  died,  leaving-  four  children — Isaac, 
Milo,  Mary  and  Thomas  .1.;  and  his  second  wife, 
Rosella  Crowfoot,  who  is  also  deceased,  left  three 
— Sarah  E.,  Harriet  E.,  and  Floyd  O. 

The  office  of  Roadmaster  has  been  filled — and 
well  filled — by  our  subject,  and  he  has  also  been 
Commissioner  of  Highways.  Both  he  and  his 
good  wife  are  earnest  and  useful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  both  Steward  and  Class-Leader.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  this  religious  body  since  his  eighteenth 
yeai-.  and  IMrs.  AVright  has  also  been  connected 
with  the  cliurcli  since  she  was  seventeen.  In  the 
early  days  of  his  residence  in  this  county  he  had 
to  go  to  Dexter  to  market  and  mill,  which  was  a 
journey  of  twenty-five  miles  to  be  taken  over  the 
roughest  kind  of  roads.  In  his  days  he  killed  a 
great  many  deer  and  is  the  only  man  in  this 
covuity  who  ever  shot  a  white  deer.  In  those  days 
ever3-thing  in  the  line  of  grain  and  food  was 
scarce  and  expensive,  as  they  had  to  be  brought 
by  team  from  so  great  a  distance.  For  his  first 
two  barrels  of  Hour  he  paid  S36,  and  for  his  first 
barrel  of  salt  lie  was  oliliged  to  expend  14.  He  is 
still  a  tall  ninn.  measuring  six  feet  in  height, 
and  when  a  young  man  weighed  two  hundred 
pounds.  He  is  a  constant  worker  and  his  facul- 
ties are  yet  undimmed  by  age,  and  it  is  the  prayer 
of  all  who  know  him  and  his  good  wife  that  they 
may  long  lie  spared  to  shed  abroad  their  beneficent 
influence. 


IDMUNI)  ALLCIHX.  The  County  of  Kcnl. 
England,  is  the  place  of  nativity  of  the 
gentleman  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 
opposite  page  and  whose  l>iograpliy  we  here  briefly 
record.  More  than  three-quarters  of  a  centui-y 
have  p.assed  since  he  made  his  appearance  in  the 
world,  his  natal  day  being  Felnuary  2.5, 1815.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Mercy  (Hawkins)  AUchiu, 


his  parents  both  being  natives  of  England.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  I'eceived  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  pay  schools  of  his  native 
land.  He  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a 
progressive  Englishman,  however,  had  he  not  taken 
advantage  of  the  desultory  course  of  study  that 
he  enjoyed  to  make  experimental  discoveries  for 
himself  in  literature  and  the  sciences,  and  liy  his 
.self-imposed  curriculum  has  accpiired  a  i)osition 
which  ranks  him  as  an  intelligent  and  well-read 
iiKin. 

In  1831  when  our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  with  an  elder  brother,  AVilliam,  emigrated 
to  America,  taking  passage  at  London  in  a  sailing 
vessel  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  extending  over 
seven  weeks  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  resided  for  a  short  time.  From  there  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  period.  In  1837  when  the  subject  of 
the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State  was  being 
agitated,  our  subject  came  to  Ingham  County,  lo- 
cating fir.st  on  section  33,  Leroy  Township.  In 
Older  to  penetrate  to  the  land  which  they  had 
taken  up  they  were  obliged  to  cut  away  the  timber 
for  a  distance  of  six  miles. 

On  reaching  their  tract  our  subject  cleared  fifty 
acres  of  land  and  there  he  built  the  first  frame 
barn  in  Lero.y  Township.  He  resided  upon  this 
tr.act  for  six  years,  thence  removing  to  White  Oak 
Township  where  he  staid  for  several  years.  In 
1847  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  which  is  located 
on  section  23,  Leroy  Township.  At  the  time  of 
his  purchase  about  twenty  acres  had  been  improved 
and  the  balance  lie  lins  cleaved,  bi'oken  and  culti- 
vated himself.  On  bis  ndvcnt  into  the  country 
Indians  and  wolves  were  a  more  frequent  sight 
than  the  face  of  a  white  man  and  occasionally  a 
bear  was  seen.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land. 

In  1835  Mr.  AUcliin  was  uniteil  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ann  C.  Angell,  who  bore  him  eleven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living;  they  are  by 
name  as  follows:  Elizalieth.  \u;in  II..  Levi  S.,  Es- 
ther, Anna  and  Arloa.  Flizalielli  is  the  wife  of 
James  Monroe;  Esther  iiiaiiied  Alpheus  Bixby; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  William  AIav.sh;  Arloa  married 
A.  H.  Libbie. 
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Mrs.  Ann  C.  Allchin  died  in  1888.  Our  subject 
tliree  years  later  was  a  second  time  married,  his 
bride  being  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Sowie,  the  widow  of  Eli 
L.  Sf)wle,  of  Livingston  County-,  Mich.  Their 
nuptials  were  solemnized  October  20,  1890.  Mrs. 
Allchin  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  November  5,  1829.  .She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  (Sarah  Birch,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  Mr.  Allchin  has  served  in  a  public 
capacity  for  a  long  time,  having  been  School  Di- 
lector  and  Assessor  of  his  school  district.  High- 
way Commissioner  and  also  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  active  representatives  of 
l)ioneer  days  in  Leroy  Township  and  can  recall 
many  incidents  of  pioneer  adventure.  He  was 
formei'ly  a  Whig,  buL  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
party  became  a  Republican.  Now,  ho\ve\er.  he 
votes  with  the  Prohibitionists. 

Having  passed  his  days  in  the  hardest  lalior  of 
pioneer  life,  Mr.  Allchin  i,--  now  enjoying  the 
knowledge  that  his  early  efforts  have  given  him  a 
comfortable  support  for  his  declining  years.  He 
rests  content  in  the  knowledge  of  a  life  well  spent. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for 
over  half  a  century  and  was  the  piinie  mover  and 
main  supporter  in  the  building  of  the  First  Baptist 
Cliurcli  of  AVelilierville.  Ingham  Countv. 


y.l.  ]\HI..LS,  ^I.  1)..  was  born  in  ()nondagM 
County.  N.  Y..  Augnst  I.  IKHn.  and  is  a 
^  ^,  son  of  Stephen  and  Klizabetli  (Dicker- 
son)  Mills,  natives  of  Albany  and  Schoharie  Coun- 
ties, N.  Y.  Our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer, 
that  being  his  parent's  occupation  in  life.  While 
he  was  still  a  small  cliild  they  removed  to  Wa.yne 
County,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  of  1833,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming  and  at  his  trade  as  a 
millwright.  In  1845  they  removed  to  Washtenaw 
County,  Lyndon  Township.  There  ^Ir.  Mills 
Sr.,  purchased  some  lanil  and  remained  for  a  per- 
iod of  two  \eai's.  In  iJSls  ju'  I'emoved  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  settled  in   the  township  of 


Conway,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  clear- 
ing up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

On  first  settling  on  the  tract  of  land  above  men- 
tioned Mr.  Mills,  Sr.,  built  a  log  house,  18x24  feet 
in  dimensions.  He  was  also  oliliged  to  cut  out  his 
own  roads  and  hew  down  the  timber,  the  nearest 
neighbor  being  at  a  distance  of  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  him  and  no  road  between  the  places.  It 
was  fifteen  miles  to  Howell,  but,  although  the  dis- 
advantages were  many  there  is  something  to  be 
said  on  the  other  side.  Game  was  plentiful  and 
in  the  early  daj^s  of  their  struggle  in  the  State 
doubtless  they  would  many  times  have  gone  hun- 
gry iiad  deer,  rabbits  and  squirrels  not  been  so 
plentiful.  The  nearest  school  was  two  miles  from 
where  our  subject's  parents  lived  and  at  best  was 
Vint  a  crude  affair,  the  rod  playing  an  important 
part  in  school  discipline.  In  jiioneer  fashion  our 
subject  was  not  to  he  put  out  by  such  small  cou- 
sideratiiMi.  hut  immediately  set  aliout  making  a 
road  to  the  school.  The  nearest  church  was  at 
Howell. 

~Sh-.  Mills  stood  higli  in  the  estimation  of  iiis 
fellow-pioneers  and  was  honored  by  many  town- 
ship oflices.  He  held  that  most  important  office — 
School  Director  and  Trustee — for  a  number  of 
years,  lie  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  He  w-as  a  Whig  in 
early  years  and  later  became  a  Republican.  When 
death  took  him  from  amidst  his  associates  he  was 
greatly  missed.  His  wife  is  now  a  resident  of 
Howell,  living  there  with  her  son,  W.  .1.  She  is 
eighty-five  years  of  age  and  still  retains  her  facul- 
ties very  well.  She  has  been  the  mother  of  six 
children,  three  of  wh(mi  are  now  living.  The  eld- 
est is  Jlrs.  Hann.'ih  Tucker  of  Conway,  Livingston 
County;  Wesley  J.,  who  is  our  subject,  and  Mrs. 
Dalinda  .1.  Hitchcock;  the  husband  of  the  last 
named  lady  died  in  Libby  prison  a  victim  of  the 
cruelty  and  rapacity  of  the  Confederate  soldiers. 
Mrs.  Hitchcock  is  now  a  resident  of  Howell. 

Dr.  W.  .J.  Mills  when  a  lad  attended  school  in  a 
log  schoolhouse  with  benches  made  of  split  trees. 
Indeed,  the  wliole  sl-IiooI  outlit  was  as  crude  as 
well  as  could  be  imagined  at  the  present  time.  He 
was  obliged  to  go  two  miles  through  the  woods  in 
order  to  reach   the  schoolhou.se,  and   under  these 
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disadvantages  he  acciiiired  a  kiiowledgc  of  the 
three  R's.  He  remained  at  lionie  until  lie  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  heljjing  his  father  clear 
and  Improve  the  farm,  lie  then  learned  the  cikiji- 
ei's  trade  and  was  engaged  in  that  business  in 
Conway,  ].,iviugston  County,  for  eight  years. 
While  engaged  in  this  calling  he  pursued  a  course 
of  medical  study,  taking  up  the  Eclectic  system, 
and  in  order  that  he  iniglit  have  time  for  study  and 
appliances  to  use.  the  greatest  self  abnegation  was 
required.  Later  he  studied  the  Homeopathic  .sys- 
tem, reading  with  Dr.  E.  J.  Bates,  of  Fowlerville, 
this  county,  and  during  the  years  of  1863-64  at- 
tended lectures  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  finally  gradu- 
ating at  the  Detroit  Medical  College  in  1864.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  company 
with  Dr.  Huntington  of  Howell,  the  gentlemen 
continuing  as  partners  for  two  and  one  half 
years. 

For  the  p.ast  twenty-seven  years  the  original  of 
our  sketch  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and 
l)iipular  practitioners  in  Howell.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful also  in  a  financial  way  .and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  brick  block  on  Main  Street  oppo- 
site the  coiu-t  house.  It  comprises  four  stores  with 
oflices  in  the  second  story.  lie  also  erected  four 
tine  houses  in  the  city,  three  of  which  he  has  sold 
at  a  very  fair  i)rolil.  The  Doctor's  residence  is  on 
the  corner  of  .State  and  Summit  Streets  and  is  a 
large  house,  24x60  feet  in  dimensions  with  a  fine 
barn  and  outbuildings.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  vel- 
vety lawn  and  rare  and  beautiful  shade  trees.  Dr. 
Mills'  religious  views  are  those  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventists;  being  an  ardent  upholder  of  their 
theories  and  practice.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Publishing  Association,  presided  over  b^-  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  and  which  is  located  at 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Profiting  by  the  Scriptural  assertion  that  it  is 
not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  our  s\ibject  was 
married  .September  1.  1856,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Adeline  I.  Hatch,  of  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  H.  S.  and  Maria  (Hoyt)  Hatch. 
The  home  and  social  life  is  such  as  to  promote  the 
growth  of  the  best  traits  of  the  individual  and 
family  character.  Mr.  and  'Slra.  Mills  are  the  pa- 
Vbnte  of   one    daughter,   Carrie   E.    Mills,  who  at- 


tended the  Ypsilanti  State  Normal  School  after 
which  she  entered  the  college  at  Battle  Creek, 
^liss  Carrie  has  ])een  engaged  as  teacher  since  she 
was  sixteen  ^ears  of  age.  She  was  State  Secretary 
of  the  International  Tract  and  Jlissionary  Society 
and  was  sent  to  Texas  and  Washington  Territory 
in  liclinir  of  this  .association.  .She  was  also  in  Port- 
land. Ore.,  and  while  there  was  preceptor  of  the 
.Vdventists  .School  for  four  years.  Our  subject's 
wife,  Mrs.  Adeline  Mills,  died  April  1:5,  1865.  By 
a  second  marriage  he  was  united  to  ^Irs.  Annie  31. 
Rathbun.  of  Highland,  Oakland  County,  ^licli. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bush  of  the  same 
place.  One  daughter.  .Vdeline  I.,  was  the  fruit  of 
this  union.  She  is  a  bright  and  hand.some  young 
lady,  now  attending  college  at  Battle  Creek,  this 
.State.  Mrs.  Mills  passed  away  from  this  life  to  a 
Ix'tter  world  November  11.  1890. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  this  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  rank 
I'rohibitionist  and  has  been  such  since  1882,  ai- 
Ihough  formerly  he  affiliated  with  the  Repul)lican 
jiarty.  He  belongs  to  the  Homeopathic  State  Med- 
ical Society  and  has  been  so  connected  for  years 
past.  He  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
C'ensus  and  also  belongs  to  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee. In  1887  he  suffered  a  backset  in  his  business 
l)y  being  burnt  out.  but  iminediatel.y  set  about  re- 
building. He.belongs  to  the  Livingston  County 
Pioneer  Society  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  county,  giving  liberally  for  all  measures  that 
l)romise  im()roveinent  and  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
matters  that  pertain  to  county  or  State. 


-^1. 


"SD 


^+^ 


[^" 


E=?  L-^L\N  PRESTON.  The  representative  of 
ji  a  family  that  has  been  notable  in  the  annals 
^  of  the  history  of  Pcnn.sylvania  .and  Michigan 
)ur  subject  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
bucolic  life  on  his  fine  farm  in  Williamston  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County.  He  is  the  son  of  Ira  S.  Pres- 
ton, a  native  of  New  Ytnk  who  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Chloe  Buck,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
She  was    a    daughter    of    Jonathan    Buck,    who 
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lived  and  died  in  the  latter  State.  The  father 
of  Ira  Preston  and  also  the  grandfatlier  of 
our  subject  was  David  Preston  who  disUncruished 
himself  as  a  Continental  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary Wai'.  whik'  his  lirothcr  was  on  the  oi)])(.ising' 
side. 

Oui'  subject  is  one  of  lliicc  children  born  to  liis 
l)arenls.  Tlie  eldest,  .losepli  P.,  is  now  a  Method- 
ist niinistcr  and  resides  in  Lyons,  Ionia  County, 
til  is  Slate.  Adelia  A.,  wlio  is  now  Mrs.  S.  Stehbins. 
was  an  early  settler  in  Howell.  Mich.  The  youn<>- 
esl  is  he  of  whom  we  write.  When  a  vount;'  boy 
he  was  left  motherless  and  his  father  was  again 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  Parsons  of  Howell.  From 
this  union  three  children  were  born — (iardner,  Ida 
M.  and  .hide. 

The  original  of  oiu'  sketch  was  Ixirn  Mav  12. 
1835,  in  Peiiy  Township,  Wyoming  County.  \.  Y. 
and  when  nine  years  of  age  came  lo  Michigan  with 
his  parents  and  when  about  fifteen  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  his  first  occu|)ation  being  that  of  a 
stage-driver  from  Flint  to  S;iginaw,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  18.^,5-56  he  attended 
the  State  I'niversity  and  graduated,  taking  a  degree 
as  Surveyor  and  Civil  Fhigineer  in  1850.  .\fter 
finisliing  his  course  in  college  our  subject  went  to 
Fowlerville,  Livingston  County, and  there  became 
identified  with  the  Spiritualists  as  a  medium.  He 
has  now,  however,  adjured  spiritualistic  doctrines 
having  ascertained  the  truth. 

In  1857  our  subject  entered  the  regular  xixice 
being  one  of  the  First  Regiment  and  enlisting  in 
New  York.  His  first  expedition  was  in  Central 
America.  His  milirary  career  records  promotion  and 
many  experiences  in  various  States.  He  then  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run  his  legiinent  was  ordered  to  juin 
^IcClellan's  forces  under  Gen.  Sykes.  ^\'llile  in  the 
battle  of  Harrison's  Landing,  July  1(5,  18(i2,  our 
subject  received  a  ball  in  the  right  leg  vvhieli  he 
still  carries;  he  also  received  a  bayonet  wound  in 
the  right  knee  at  Savage  Station.  Later  he  was 
authorized  by  (n>v.  151aii'  of  Michigan  to  laise  a  com- 
pany; secuinm  thirty-thi'ee  men  he  reported  and  was 
consolidatiMl  with  others  into  the  Twenty-sixth 
Michigan  lnfautr\',  our  subject  going  out  as  Ser- 
geant-Major of  the  regiment.    He  was  promoted  to 


j  the  post  of  Lieutenant  March  3,  1863.  June  19, 
1863,  he  was  incapacitated  for  service  by  sunstroke 
while  on  the  Black  Water  march  and  received  his 
discharge  December  3,  1863,  and  was  transferred 
to  the  Bethany  Reserve  Corjis  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  staff  offi- 
cer to  Capt.  .\.  H.  Perry.  He  served  until  Decem- 
ber 4,  1864,  when  he  resigned  and  came  home. 

Eager  for  the  much  needed  rest  Mr.  Preston  set- 
tled in  Jackson  County,  where  he  went  to  work  at 
his  trade  as  a  mason,  there  being  many  evidences 
of  his  industry  in  the  residences  and  blocks  of  the 
city.  In  186!l  he  went  to  Lyons,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  building  lioth  residences 
and  pul)lic  buildings.  He  worked  at  his  trade  un- 
til 1872  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  assisted  in 
the  reViuilding  of  the  city.  His  mai-riage  had  taken 
place  in  18(i2,  in  Jackson  when  he  was  united  to 
Betsey  .V.  Tanner,  a  daughter  of  ]\Iartin  Tanner  of 
that  place.  From  this  uni(m  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  have  been  born.  The  eldest 
Charles  .\.  is  in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  working  for  an 
electric  light  company;  Stella  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Bunker  resides  in  Williamston;  Frank  L.  is  one  of 
the  firm  of  the  electric  light  company  in  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  and  is  doing  well.  The  youngest  child, 
Kate  was  adopted  by  her  uncle,  Warren  Tanner, 
and  now  resides  in  Jackson  County. 

^Irs.  Preston  died  .lauuary  15.  1873.  and  after 
the  death  of  their  mother  the  childi-en  were  I'eared 
\i\  their  uncles.  In  1873  tiie  original  of  our  sketch 
assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Advent  College  at 
Battle  Creek  and  then  went  to  Dulutli,  working  as 
assistant  surveyor  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
from  Diduth  to  Puget  Sound.  He  continued  there 
from  1874  to  1885  wlien  he  received  the  news  of 
the  death  of  his  father  and  came  home.  The  next 
year  he  settled  in  Locke  Townslii])  on  a  farm  where- 
on he  lived  until  April,  1890,  and  the  following 
year  was  married  to  Amanda  Shaw,  a  daughter  of 
.lonathan  Slilsou  of  Oakland,  this  State  and  an 
earl.\  settler.  The  wedding  journey  was  accomp- 
lished with  horse  and  buggy,  their  destination  be- 
Chicago.  where  our  subject  laid  biick  for  three 
weeks  for  •'?4  per  day.  While  there  he  was  apjiointed 
Special  Police  in  Woodland  Park.  He  at  that  time 
invested  what  lie   had    in    real   estate.     Soon    after 
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the  World's  Fair  w;i>  located  in  Jacksun  I'ark 
iiiiil  the  greater  luiniliei-  of  his  lots  being  located 
not  far  from  that  site,  he  sold  at  a  very  handsome 
profit.  He  returned  to  Lansing, Mich.,  and  invested 
*6.00()  in  a  farm  and  the  rest  of  his  fortune  in 
uood  real  estate  and  stocl<.  also  lending  ^Sl  8,000. 
>i7,(Ml(i  at  .")  per  cent,  and  $6.(100  at  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  l^rcston  is  socially  a  memljer  of  the  (iood 
Templars  and  also  belongs  to  Eli  P.  Alexander 
Post,  Xo.  203.  (t.  A.  K.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  progressive  movements  and  is  a  i)o\\er 
in  the  comnninitv  wherein  he  at  jiresent  lives,  not 
only  because  of  his  financial  standing,  but  for 
lii>  al)ilitv  in  other  directions. 


((^ 


OHX  M.  POTTS.  lie  wliose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  by  birth  a  subject 
of  that  empire  upon    which   the  sun   never 

sets,  and  whose  standing  among  the  nations 
is  at  the  present  time  the  firm  and  unmoved  one 
of  centuries  past  of  wise  government,  successful 
combat  and  large  commercial  interests.  Mr.  Potts 
is  just  on  tlie  border  land  between  the  years  of 
hale  vigor  and  patriarchal  age,  having  been  born 
in  England.  January  23,  1826.  He  came  to  this 
State  in  1833.  and  now  lives  on  section  9,  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  Connty,  where  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  two  hundred  acres  of  fertile,  finely- 
cultivated  land,  which  under  his  care  has  been 
made  to  lilossom  like  one  of  the  .agricultural  gar- 
dens of  Central  and  Southern  England. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Mary  A.  (Weaver)  Potts,  natives  of  England. 
They  came  with  their  family  to  this  country  and 
jiroceeded  to  the  State  of  ^Michigan,  where  with 
their  fiock  of  six  youths  and  maidens  they  located 
in  Milford,  Oakland  County,  in  1833.  There  the 
father  took  up  two  quarter-sections  of  Govern- 
ment land.  It  was  densely  timbered  and  the  work 
of  making  a  home  was  begun  fiy  felling  tiinlier 
Avhich  was  hewn  and  mortised  for  a  cabin.  Later, 
when  the  work  of  clearing  had  jjiogressed,  they 
built  a  fine  stone  residence   and   u'ood    barns,  mak- 


ing a  beautiful  home  of  the  former  droary  and 
unruiy  tangle  of  trees,  underbrush  and  vines.  He 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  the  county,  whose  financial  condition  gave  him 
precedence  in  matters  requiring  pecuniary  aid  for 
the  development  of  the  country.  Our  subject's 
grandparents  on  tlie  paternal  side  were  William 
and  Mary  (Martin)  Potts,  agriculturists  in  Eng- 
land, of  whom  our  subject's  father  was  one  of  five 
children. 

The  maternal  grandparents  ot  Mr.  Potts  were 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Weaver,  who  were  farmers  in 
England.  The  mother  was  one  of  a  large  family. 
Six  children  came  to  enliven  the  dreariness  of  the 
pioneer  home  and  made  in  themselves  a  little  set- 
tlement about  their  parents.  They  were  Mary  A. 
William,  Robert,  Francis,  John  and  Susan.  Francis 
and  Susan  are  now  deceased.  All  were  reared  in 
Oakland  County,  and  there  made  their  homes,  ex- 
cepting him  of  whom  we  write. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  tlie  home  farm,  and 
bent  his  efforts  toward  helping  to  clear  the  same, 
assisted  by  his  older  brothers,  whose  pride  in  their 
pLace  was  one  with  that  of  the  father.  Our  sul)- 
jcct's  young  shoulders  were  early  fitted  to  the  har- 
ness, for  he  began  to  woik  when  seven  years  old. 
and  has  ever  since  continued  the  ways  of  industry 
and  prudence  learned  in  his  early  youth,  and  now 
in  his  declining  years,  with  his  faithful  companion 
who  lias  been  his  loving  helpmate  throughout  life, 
he  enjoys  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  his  youthful 
labor.  Twenty-four  years  of  liis  life  were  spent 
under  his  father's  roof,  and  then  he  began  life  for 
himself,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
was  at  the  time  partially  improved,  in  the  town  of 
Commerce,  Oakland  County.  There  was  a  paucity 
of  improvement  about  the  place,  it  bearing  but 
one  miserable  log  house  and  nothing  besides  to 
gladden  the  eye  with  the  reminder  that  they  were 
living  in  a  civilized  land,  excepting,  as  the  wife 
says,  a  straw  stack  looming  up  against  the  western 
horizon.  They  lived  on  that  place  for  some  years. 
.V  mushroom  springs  up  in  a  night,  but  an  oak  is 
the  growth  of  centuries.  So  all  good  work  takes 
time  and  patience,  and  years  jiassed  before  the 
place  liore  the  semblance  of  a  "down-east  farm," 
with    well  cleared    pastures,  neatly  built    fences,  a 


o7-2 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


comfortable  house  and  commodious  well  filled 
barns.  It  wns  accomplislied,  however,  and  then 
our  subject  sold  the  place  in  order  to  purehase  the 
estate  wheron  lie  now  lives. 

On  coniini;  to  his  present  location,  Mr.  Potts 
found  a  repetition  (jf  his  other  experience,  but  in 
a  nKulitied  degree.  The  largest  town  near  their 
residence  —  Fowlerville  — contained  no  churches, 
but  there  was  a  frame  schoolhouse.  On  tlieir  place 
was  a  log  house  and  in  this  they  lived  until  1883, 
when  on  the  completion  of  a  tine  frame  house, 
wiiich  our  subject  had  erected  upon  a  com- 
manding elevation  overlooking  tlie  entire  coun- 
try-, which  is  picturesque  in  the  extreme  in  its 
diversity  of  feature,  tliey  left  the  log  house  to 
make  their  home  in  the  more  comfortable  and  com- 
modious new  one. 

Mr.  Potts  was  united  in  marriage  to  ^Miss  Eme- 
liza  Sly,  their  nuptials  being  celebrated  March  14, 
185(1.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Eliza- 
beth (Crawford)  Sly,  natives  of  New  England, 
who  removed  to  New  York,  making  their  home  in 
Ontario  County,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
farming.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  and 
setth'd  iu  Connnerce  Township,  Oakland  County, 
where  they  lived  until  their  decea.se.  Tlieir  fam- 
ily comprised  but  two  children — Mary  A.  Patten, 
of  Oakland  County,  and  Mrs.  Potts.  Mrs.  Potts 
had  nine  half-l)r<)thers  and  half-sisters.  Her 
father  was  a  Wiiig  in  (>olitics.  (Jiir  subject,  politi- 
cally, favors  the  Republican  party,  and  gives  his 
vote  and  influence  in  that  direction.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  IMetho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Potts  having  thus  been 
connected  since  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  a  greater 
part  of  that  time  in  an  official  capacity.  Mrs. 
Potts  has  been  a  church  member  since  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Of  the  family  of  six  children  that 
have  been  liorn  to  this  wortliy  couple,  only  two 
are  now  living.  The^-  are  Mary  E..  who  is  now 
Mrs.  George  M.  Crawford,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — Spencer  G.  and  Eva  M.;  and  John  W., 
wlio  married  Katie  Haven,  and  whicli  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  one  child.  Pru- 
dence. The  four  who  have  been  laid  aw.ay  in  the 
arms  of  death  are  Adella  and  Adelbert,  twins  of 
ten  and  lifteen  months  of  age  each:  .Susan  \.  and 


Eva  E.  A  prominent  man  in  all  pi'Ogressive 
measures,  Mr.  Potts  is  liberal  to  a  fault,  giving 
generously  of  his  store  both  to  [niblic  enterprises 
and  to  needy  individuals.  He  is  a  strong  tem- 
perance man,  and  his  principles  in  regard  to 
moral  and  religious  matters  are  of  the  most  tena- 
cious character. 


«^ 


jTrjjjURr  BRAYTON.  There  is  perhaps  no  fam- 
IJUn  ily  in  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County. 
lfe))Jf)  "'*'^'^'^'^'  '*  more  highly  respected,  not  only 
^^^  for  character,  but  also  for  talents  and  at- 
tainments than  the  one  represented  bj'  the  name  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  Their  social  sfanding  in 
the  community  is  exceptionally  good,  and  their 
value  as  citizens  is  shown  by  the  influence  which 
they  exert. 

Mr.  Brayton's  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  is  situated  on  section  21,  Howell  Township, 
A  beautiful  residence  and  fine  outluiildings  mark 
the  spot  and  the  thoroughly  cultivated  ,acies  show 
the  hand  of  a  careful,  conscientious  and  intelligent 
farmer.  Both  house  and  barns  show  that  no  ex- 
pense has  been  spared  to  make  them  attractive  and 
convenient  for  the  comfort  of  the  family  and  of 
the  stock,  which  is  being  raised  upon  the  farm. 

This  gentleman  was  born  December  18,  183(5,  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  his  parents,  Ira  and  Esther 
A.  (Louk)  Br,ayton,  being  natives  of  that  State, 
who  were  married  in  Steuben  County,  where  they 
carried  on  a  farm  for  some  years  before  removing  to 
Ontario  County.  The  family's  migration  to  INIich- 
igan  took  place  in  Septemlier,  1838,  and  for  six 
years  they  lived  on  section  9  of  this  township,  af- 
ter which  they  removed  to  section  22.  Later  Mr. 
Brayton  transferred  his  interests  to  Oceola  Town- 
ship,where  he  carried  on  a  brickyard.  He  also  owned 
a  grist  and  saw-mill  in  Howell  Townshi]).  He  w.is  at 
that  time  one  of  tiie  most  wealthy  men  in  the  county, 
and  employed  a  large  number  of  men.  He  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  thorough-going  business 
man  of  integrity  and  ability  and  his  enterprise 
brought   him    into  prominence.     He  at  that  time 
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owned  some  six  hundred  acres  of  land.  Both  he 
and  his  good  wife  were  active  members  of  tlie  Ba|)- 
tist  Church,  and  in  his  political  afHliations  he  was 
a  Republican.  He  died  in  Kent  County,  Mich.,  in 
1889. 

•  The  parents  of  this  pioneer  were  Nathaniel  and 
Patience  (Carrington)  Bray  ton,  who  had  a  line 
fai-m  in  Rensselaer  Countj"^,  N.  Y.,  upon  which  were 
reared  seven  sturdy  and  stalwart  sons.  Nathaniel 
Bray  ton  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mehitable  ( Wal- 
lace) Brayton,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Ira  Bi-ay- 
ton  had  n  family  of  six  children,  only  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Patience,  now 
Mrs.  Bennett,  of  Detroit;  Burt,  and  Nathaniel,  liv- 
ing in  Kent  Counly.  the  owner  of  a  flourishing 
llouriug-niill. 

The  joys  and  trials  incident  to  the  life  of  a  farm- 
er's boy  were  the  experiences  of  Burt  Biayton  in 
his  early  years,  and  he  had  the  usual  fun  and  drudg- 
ery which  are  to  be  found  in  going  to  the  tlistrict 
school.  He  improved  well  the  advantages  which 
he  received,  and  thus  obtained  a  thorough  common- 
sense  education,  and  as  a  young  man  he  lived  for 
some  six  years  in  the  village  of  Howell,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  photographer.  He 
then  removed  to  this  farm,  where  he  now  resides, 
and  for  a  few  years  made  his  home  in  a  log  house. 

It  was  upon  the  30th  of  Septemljer,  ISfJO,  that 
he  took  the  step  which  was  decisive  in  its  re- 
sults, as  it  made  for  him  a  home  by  bringing  to 
his  side  a  bride  in  the  person  of  ]\Iary  J.  Park, 
of  Howell,  the  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Lusina 
(Coates)  Park.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Broome  and  Steuben  Counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively, 
and  were  married  in  the  p]mpire  State.  JMr.  Park 
carried  on  the  vocations  of  farmer  and  lumberman, 
and  superintended  sawmills  and  rafted  lumber  in 
the  forests  of  his  native  State.  His  life  ended 
while  he  was  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  his  wife 
afterward  removed  West  with  her  family,  coining 
to  Michigan  in  1855  and  settling  in  Oakland 
County.  Somewhat  later  she  removed  to  Living- 
ston County  and  made  her  home  in  Howell  Town- 
ship, where  she  lived  until  death  called  her  away. 
She  had  a  bright  family  of  three  children,  Mrs. 
Brayton 's  brothers  being  AVilliam  F.,  of  lugham 
County,  and  .lohn  (}.,  of  Lansing.     ;\Ir.  Park   was 


in  his  lifetime  an  advocate  of  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  declaration  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
his  wife  was  prominent  as  a  useful  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Park  was  Thomas,  and  his 
mother  was  Abigail  Farland,  both  of  Eastern  birth. 
They  had  a  family  of  nine  children  who  grew  up 
on  the  farm  to  man's  and  woman's  estate.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Park  were  Ransom  and  Patience 
(Britten)  Coates,  both  New  Yorkers.  Mr.  Coates 
was  a  merchant  who  came  to  Michigau  in  1855, 
and  settled  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  in 
Wayne  Couiit\-.  He  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
and  while  living  in  the  P^ast  was  a  man  of  consid- 
erable official  importance. 

Seven  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brayton,  and  of  this  number  the  eldest, 
Carrie,  has  married.  The  names  of  the  others 
are  Hermia  E..  Ira  E..  Mary  E..  William  P..  Claude 
A.  and  Ivy  L.  Carrie  is  now  INIrs.  .7.  C.  Pell, 
and  she  has  had  four  lovely  children — Hazel  V., 
Audrey  .7.,  Burt  G.  and  Brayton,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Her  home  is  upon  a  farm  in  Hf)well  Town- 
ship. The  four  daughters  have  artistic  talents 
which  they  have  developed,  and  their  skill  and 
taste  are  well  known  and  highly  appreciated  by 
their  friends,  and  to  all  the  family  has  l)een  given 
musical  talent,  which  has  aided  greatly  in  adding 
to  the  attractions  of  their  happy  home,  and  to  their 
usefulness  as  members  of  society.  A  line  grade  of 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  is  to  be  f<nind  upfm  this 
tine  farm,  and  its  i)roprietor  is  considered  one  of 
tlie  most  prominent  and  reliable  fanners  in  Liv- 
ing.ston  County. 


— T-l- 


'■>      I      >i    ' 


i^rf<^,.|^t^«. 


OHN  DUNNING.  A  life  well  spent  and 
duties  well  performed  deserve  a  serene  and 
happy  recess  in  the  afternoon  of  life,  pre- 
parative for  the  greater  activeity  to  begin  in 
the  other  dawning.  Our  subject  has  retired  from 
the  active  labor  incident  to  farm  life,  having  for 
years  been  a  successful  merchant  in  I'nadilla  Town- 
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ship,  Livingston  County.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Martha  (Taylor)  Diniiiinsi'.  the  former  ;t  native 
of  Connecticut  and  a  farmer  by  callint;-,  wlio  was  a 
loyal  and  brave  soldier  in  the  Continental  army 
in  the  AVar  of  1812.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  having  lieen  born  near 
Aul)urn.  She  died  in  1828  and  her  husband  in 
1833.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still   living. 

John  Dunning  was  boi'u  June  2,  1*^12,  in  the 
townsiiip  of  liyron,  (ienesee  County,  X.  Y.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  that  count\',  enjoying  in  his 
lH)vhood  but  limited  advantages  as  regards  educa- 
tion. He  was  reared  on  a  fai'm  and  when  al)Out 
twenty  years  of  age  his  father  gave  him  his  time 
and  he  hired  out  l)y  the  month  to  the  nearest  far- 
mer. At  the  small  wages  of  Si 2  per  month  he 
thus  worked  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  saving 
what  he  could,  and  in  the  fall  of  1835  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  one  iuindred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Waterloo.  Jackson 
County,  and  then  went  liack  to  New  Yt)rk.  In  the 
spring  of  1837  he  came  to  Michigan  to  stay. 

Going  to  De.xter,  Washtenaw  County,  our  sub- 
ject worked  for  a  month  for  his  board  and  then 
went  to  work  for  Ciiurch  ct  Nortcm.  peddling  fan- 
ning mills  through  the  country,  continuing  to  be 
thus  occupied  for  live  3ears,  diu'ing  which  time 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Nort<jn  it  AVakeman. 
At  the  exjjiration  of  his  service  here  he  was  en- 
gaged for  three  years  in  Dexter  as  a  clerk  and  then 
went  into  business  for  himself  at  Reeves  Mills, 
March  1,  1846.  The  following  December  he  moved 
his  stock  to  the  village  of  Unadilla  and  continued 
in  the  merchandise  business,  carrying  a  general 
stock  until  1884.  having  an  experience  in  this  line 
extending  over  thirty-eight  years.  Since  the 
above  menti<jned  time  our  subject  h.as  been  in  no 
active   business. 

In  March,  184(i.  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jliss  Hettie  Howell,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a  child. 
They  settled  in  Dexter  in  1835-3(1.  ^Irs.  Dunning 
died  August  12,  18(i(i.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  a  daugh- 
ter. Flora,  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Watson  aad  lives  near 
['nadilla.     She    has    three    children,    all    lioys,   of 


whom  our  subject  is  very  proud.  Two  of  the  boys 
are  now  attending  the  High  School  at  Ionia.  Our 
subject  was  again  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Susan 
Doty,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  died  in  1882 
without  issue.  Not  belonging  to  any  church.  Mr. 
Dunning  has  for  years  been  a  supporter  of  two 
churches  in  Unadilla.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  ])olitics,  being  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican. His  first  vote  was  cast  in  1M3(!.  for  Presi- 
dent on  the  Whig  ticket. 

Although  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  lie  of  wiiom 
we  write  still  enjoys  good  health  and  has  a  robust 
constitution.  He  has  always  been  temperate  in  his 
habits  and  a  man  of  unexceptional  morals.  He 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  onl\  daughter.  Our 
subject,  having  a  large  capital,  makes  a  handsome 
income  by  loaning  money.  He  owns  stock  in  the 
Detroit  Gaslight  Company,  has  stock  in  the  bank- 
in  that  city  and  is  also  interested  in  a  bank  at 
Arkansas  Citv,  Kan. 


\ 


llr^  RS.  LOUISA  SCOFIELD,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative jjioneer  women  of  Locke  Town- 
ship. Ingham  County,  making  her  home  on 
section  3,  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N. 
Y.,  June  17,1816.  Her  father,  Israel  (J.  Atkins, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  liei-  mother, 
Fannie  Knight,  was  born  in  New  York.  Her 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812  and  her 
maternal  grandfather  .seived  under  AA^ashington  in 
the  Revolutionary  AVar. 

AA'lien  still  a  small  child  our  subject  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Erie  County.  N.  Y.,  and  was 
there  reared  to  womanhood.  Iieing  given  thorough 
training  in  both  liook  lore  and  domestic  science. 
It  was  upon  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  that  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Stephen  Scofield,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1801),  and  was  a  son  of 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Scofield,  He  had  grown  to 
manhood  in  his  nativ'e  State  and  was  a  man  of 
fair  education,  yet  |jractically  a  self-made  man. 
Bv  him  she    had    five  children,  four   of   whom   are 
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living,  namely:  Grace, the  ^-ife  of  Lewis  Bridger,  of 
Shiawassee  County ;  Ellen,  wife  of  8.  F.  Smith.  Mayor 
of  Owosso;  Henry  "W..  who  lives  in  Locke  Town- 
ship; ^larian.  wife  of  Arthur  Watkins,  of  Ontario 
Count}-,  N.  Y..  and  Israel  (t.,  who  died  in  a  hospital 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  while  serving  his  country  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War. 

In  1842  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scotield  migrated  to 
Ingham  County,  Mich.,  and  here  settled  upon  tlie 
farm  where  Mrs.  Seofield  now  resides.  Like  most 
pioneers  who  made  tlieir  homes  in  this  unbroken 
forest  they  had  hardships  and  jnivations  to  en- 
counter. They  Krst  erected  a  log  house  and  in 
that  resided  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Tlie  present  attractive  residence  was  built  by  ilr. 
Seofield  and  he  did  a  great  amount  of  pioneer  work. 
He  was  a  Re])ubliean  in  politics  and  served  his 
t(.)wnsliip  for  some  time  as  .lustice  of  the  Peace. 
He  departed  this  life  October  9.  18fi9,  I'espected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  and  in  his  deatli  the  county  lost 
one  of  her  best  citizens. 

The  widow  (if  Mr.  Sc(.>tield  resides  upon  the  val- 
uable estate  which  he  left  to  his  family,  and  in  her 
advanced  years  .she  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life 
well  spent  in  usefulness,  and  is  surrounded  by 
friends  and  neighbors  who  prize  her  character. 
Slie  is  identified  with  the  Universalist  Church  and 
has  ever  been  a  valued  member  of  chinch  and  so- 
cial circle!!. 


iit-^-i^ll 


OL.  .JOHN  A.  SHANNON.  Although  of 
-  alien  ancestry,  our  subject  and  the  family 
"^ii/  to  which  lie  lielongs  have  been  conspicu- 
ous for  the  services  they  have  rendered  their 
I'ountiy,  both  in  the  Colonial  times  and  during 
the  more  recent  strife  between  the  North  and  South. 
Now  living  a  quiet,  bucolic  life  upon  his  farm  on 
section  10,  N'evay  Township.  Ingham  County,  he 
whose  portrait  ajuiear:-  on  the  opposite  page  was 
born  in  Wyandot  County,  (Jhio.  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tymochtee  Creek.  October  19,  1826.  He  is  the 
son  of  .loseph  ('.  and  Kutli  (.\llgire)  Shannon. 
The  father  was  liorn    in    Irehiiid  and  was  a  sou  of 


Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (Shepherd)    Shannon,    na- 
tives of  County  Donegal.  Ireland. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Patrick  Shannon, 
came  to  ^^merica  a  short  time  before  tlie  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  espousing  the  cause  of  his  adopted 
country,  did  good  service  in  that  war.  He  served 
under  the  direct  command  of  Washington  and 
was  with  him  in  that  winter  that  will  ever  be 
inemoral.)le  in  American  history,  which  was  spent 
in  terrible  suffering  at  Valley  Forge.  He  was  a 
man  of  large  means,  but  his  great  heart  could  not 
endure  the  sight  of  suffering  that  could  be  re- 
lieved by  his  pocket  book,  and  he  spent  his^sub- 
stance  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  soldiers, 
so  that  when  the  war  was  over  he  was  left  with 
very  little.  AVith  his  wife  he  then  returned  to  Ire- 
land for  a  short  time  to  settle  their  property  and 
convert  it  into  money.  It  was  while  they  were  on 
that  trip  that  our  subject's  father,  Joseph  Cresap 
Shannon,  was  born.  The  grandfather  then  came 
liack  to  America  and  settled  in  Kentucky,  where 
his  son  was  reared,  and  whence  he  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  being  a  non-com- 
missioned othcer  therein.  After  that  war  was  over, 
.loseph  C.  .Shannon  apprenticed  himself  to  a  tanner 
in  Fayette  County.  Ohio,  and  remained  with  him 
for  two  years.  During  his  .apprenticeship  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  our  subject's  mother,  who 
was  a  native  of  Fairfield  County.  Ohio,  and  they 
were  married  before  a  great  while. 

.\fter  the  marriage  of  our  subject's  father  lie 
was  engaged  in  .agricultural  work  u])on  his  father- 
in-law's  farm  for  a  few  years  and  then  located  in 
Wyandot  County,  where  he  entered  land  and 
also  built  a  tannery.  At  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
our  suliject  his  parents'  nearest  neighbor  lived  at 
a  distance  of  two  miles.  .Joseph  C.  Shannon  became 
so  popular  with  the  AVyandot  tribe  that  they 
conferred  upon  him  the  unusual  honor  of  making 
him  a  chief.  He  attended  their  council  meetings, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  so  favored  proved  to  be 
a  great  i)rotectiou  to  him  and  his  family.  Our 
subject  has  inherited  the  title  of  chief  m  the  Wy- 
andot tribe,  and  is  to-day  entitled  to  that  dis- 
tinction. 

•Joseph  C.  Shannon  later  removed  to  Ft.  Findlay. 
Ohio,  where  he  started  a  store.     He  was  afterward 
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fleeted  (ountv  Auditor,  and  was  serving  in  thai 
ea|):icity  when  he  dropped  dead  on  tiie  ground 
whieli  is  now  used  as  the  eemetery  in  Findliiy, 
Ohio.  His  deeease  occurred  in  May,  18;3C,  and  liis 
lio(l\'  lie>  interred  in  tliat  cemetery.  It  was  a 
memorable  and  terrible  occasion  for  our  sul)ject, 
who  wa^  with  his  father  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  mother  had  died  in  1828,  and  is  interred  in 
Wyandot  County.  His  father  was  after  tiiat 
twice  married.  There  were  three  children  by  the 
tirst  marriage.  By  the  sei'(jnd  marriage  there  was 
one  son,  C.  C.  Shannon.  u(jw  deceased,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war.  He  left  .several  children. 
By  the  third  marriage  tljere  were  three  children,  two 
daughters  wliu  died  in  youth,  and  one  son  by  name 
Hiram  JStrother  Shannon,  a  silversmith  liy  trade;  he 
lives  in  Minerva,  Ohio,  where  he  ke«ps  an  hotil. 
The  immediate  branch  of  the  fainih'  to  which  our 
subbjeet  belongs  comprises,  besides  him-clf.  a  sis- 
ter. Sarah  K.,  who  married  David  Long.-liore.  and 
and  who.se  home  is  now  in  Iowa.  Our  subject's 
brother,  Capt.  Joseph  O.  Shannon,  who  now  resides 
in  Nebraska,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Re- 
hellion. 

As  a  boy  between  the  ages  of  six  antl  ten,  oiii- 
subject  spent  many  (hiys  with  the  Wyandot  In- 
dians. He  learned  their  customs  and  aKo  liecame 
familiar  with  their  language.  Being  a  favorite 
with  the  braves,  he  was  taught  to  use  the  bow  and 
arrow  with  the  skill  and  expertness  of  one  of  their 
(iun  tribe.  He  went  with  them  on  two  memoralile 
journeys  to  Ft.  Wayne  and  Detroit.  He  was  only 
ten  years  of  age  or  thereabouts  when  his  father's 
death  occurred,  and  was  after  that  sad  event  sent 
to  live  with  his  mother's  sistei',  a  Mrs.  ]?achael 
.Murphy,  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio.  With  her  he 
made  his  home  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years 
of  age.  He  remembers  that,  as  a  boy,  it  was  far 
greater  pleasure  for  him  to  follow  the  Indians 
aliout,  to  hunt  and  fish,  than  to  go  to  school, 
l>ut  while  in  Delaware  County  he  was  in  atten- 
dance at  the  little  log  schoolhouse  for  about 
three  nmnths  each  winter.  The  teachei'  that 
he  had  must  have  adapted  himself  admirably 
io  the  temperament  of  his  little  pupil,  foi-  here 
he  became  fond  of  his  .studies,  and  so  great  a 
leader  that  it  was  his  deliifht  to  lie  in  front  of  the 


blazing  logs  in  the  fireplace  and  de\our  anything 
that  came  within  his  reach.  .Vt  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  successfully  passed  an  examination  and  received 
a  license  t(j  teach.  His  career  as  a  teacher  began 
immediately,  and  for  his  services  he  received  ^1(1 
per  month  during  the  tirst  term.  He  afterward  at- 
tended (4ranville  College,  in  Licking  County.  Ohio, 
until  his  senior  year,  managing  to  teach  at  the  same 
time  during  vacations.  Ik-  had,  however,  over-esti- 
mated the  strain  that  his  ronstitution  could  enduie. 
for  his  health  failed  him  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
school.  His  college  course  up  to  that  time  had 
been  paid  for  by  working  ujjon  the  farm  connected 
with  that  institution  and  also  by  teaching,  which 
he  followed  for  nine  years. 

In  18o0,  when  about  twenty-three  oi'  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  Mr.  Shannon,  having  recently 
Iteen  converted.  Ijecame  a  Methodist  pre«cher  in 
the  North  ( )hio  Conference.  Those  were  days  of 
the  itineiancy.  when  a  preacher  traveled  aliout  on 
horseback,  carrying  with  him  only  what  he  could 
take  in  his  saddlebags,  and  wlicii.  there  being 
comparatively  few  churches  in  the  country,  the 
schoolhou.ses  or  private  lesidences  were  the  places 
of  meeting.  He  traveled  all  over  Northwestern 
Ohio,  and  was  stationed  in  Toledo  for  a  year,  al- 
though his  lirst  year  was  spent  in  Bryan,  Williams 
County.     He  was  at  Fostoria  for  two  years. 

On  .March  26.  18.')4,  Mr.  Shannon  was  niairied 
to  Miss  Lucy  M.  Bassett,  of  (4rand  Ka|iids,  (Jhio. 
Their  marri.age  was  celebrated  in  "Wood  County. 
The  lad\  was  born  in  Erie  County.  Ohio.  Feliru- 
ary  15,  1832.  By  this  marriage  there  have  lieen 
born  four  children,  whose  names  are:  .\nna  A., 
Lillian  E..  Alpheus  (J.  and  Katie.  The  eldest 
daughter  w.as  born  in  Waterville,  laicas  County, 
Ohio,  .lune  29,  18r)5.  She  married  Otto  Caple  and 
they  live  in  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  Count}'. 
Their  children  are:  Harry,  who  was  Ixirii  in  Indi- 
ana, August  21.  1M77:  Lillie  E..  born  in  Indiana 
April  1,  187;i;  .John  A.,  boin  in  \evay  Township, 
Ingham  County,  .Vpril  2,  188.3,  and  Ruth,  also 
born  in  this  township.  .laiiuary  It.  18><7.  The  sec- 
ond daughter.  Lillian  K..  liorn  March  1.  18()0,  in 
Fostoria,  Seneca  County.  Ohio,  married  Edward 
B.  Caple  January  19,  1887,  and  lives  on  section 
10.  of  this  township.     Alpheus  G.,  boi'ii   in   Ohio 
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in   1862.  died  in  February.  1866.     Katie,  who  was 
born  in  1873,  died  in  that  same  year. 

In  Wood  (bounty.  Ohio,  our  subject  became  con- 
nected with  the  military  committee  that  made  its 
headfiuarters  at  Ferrysburg.  Ohio.  His  talent  in 
sijeech  making  was  in  requisition,  as  he  made  an 
apppeal  for  volunteers  throughout  the  State.  He 
liimself  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Infan- 
try. Com})any  A,  and  was  made  Captain  of  the 
C(mi|)any.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek. 
Mo.,  in  1861.  l)efore  he  had  become  a  soldier,  and 
his  patriotism  taking  lire,  he  seized  a  musket  anil 
entered  the  thick  of  the  fight.  He  now  says  that 
he  wanted  to  prove  whether  he  w.as  brave  enough 
to  stand  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  After  enter- 
ing the  army  in  1862.  he  w.as  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  was  under  Burnside's 
command,  having  received  his  commission  .as  Cap- 
tain .Inly  lo.  1862.  His  services  having  received 
honorable  mention,  he  was  promoted  by  Gov.  Tod 
to  the  r.ank  of  .Major,  May  1.3,  1863.  He  had 
studied  civil  engineering  and  was  enabled  to  .as- 
sist ().  ;M.  Poe.  iKiw  living  in  Detroit,  in  laying 
out  the  fortifications  at  Knoxville.  Tenn. 

Previcnis  to  this  Mr.  Slumnon  had  been  detached 
from  the  regiment  and  was  on  (ien.  Burnside's 
staff,  but  while  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  forti- 
fication he  w.as  transferred  to  the  staff  of  (Jen.  Till- 
sou.  After  the  plans  for  this  work  were  com- 
pleted, lie  was  ordered  to  t.ake  charge  of  tlieir 
construction  according  U>  the  specifications  that 
had  been  made.  To  relieve  the  troops  that  were 
worn  with  excessive  duty  he  was  ordered  to  em- 
ploj'  negro  l.alior  in  constructing  the  fortifications 
and  .January  (i.  18()1.  he  received  an  order  to  or- 
ganize a  regiment  of  colored  heavy  artillery.  The 
regiment  was  to  consist  of  twelve  companies  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  each.  It  received  the 
name  of  the  First  I'nited  States  Colored  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  oui-  >ubjeet  was  apixiinted  its  Col- 
onel. As  is  so  freiiuently  the  case  where  worth 
and  merit  receive  their  reward  and  |>romolion. 
our  subject  was  not  !-pared  the  jinin  of  jealous 
shafts,  (ien.  Tillson  did  all  he  could  to  belittle 
his  work  and  loyalty,  but  our  subject  came  out  of 
the  affair  with  fiying  colors  and  was  ]iromoted  to 
the  position  of   Lieutenant-Colonel   .Ma\    II.  1861. 


and  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  November  4,  1864. 
On  .January  1.5,  186.5.  while  in  the  line  of  duty, 
our  subject's  horse  stumbled  and  fell,  and  rollling 
over  him,  crushed  the  bones  of  the  chest,  and  by 
this  catastrophe  he  was  ruptured  and  otherwise 
disabled.  Thus  incapacitated  for  active  work,  he 
offered  his  resignation  May  13,  1865.  It  was  ac- 
cepted, and  he  returned  to  his  home. 

Previous  to  his  entering  the  army  our  subject 
had  studied  law,  and  after  his  return  home  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  practice 
l)efore  the  Supreme  Court  of  ( )hio.  It  was  a  grati- 
fying tribute  to  his  ability  as  a  man  and  an  attor- 
torney  that  so  early  in  his  career  he  should  be 
elected  Prosecuting  .\ttorney  for  Wood  County, 
Ohio.  There  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  until  he  w.as  stricken  down  'vfith  sick- 
nesss  in  1884.  His  removal  to  his  present  home 
took  place  in  1885.  He  is  now  retired  from  act- 
ive life  and  m.akes  his  home  with  his  daughter. 
His  wife  still  lives  and  is  the  faithful  companion 
of  his  lays  of  trial  .as  she  has  been  of  his  days  of 
success. 

In  his  experience  during  the  war.  when  there 
were  so  many  incidents  of  oppression  and  wrong 
done  by  the  soldiers  on  both  sides,  Mr.  Shannon 
gave  a  brilliant  example  of  the  m.agnaminity  that 
should  ever  characterize  a  true  soldier  .and  a  gen- 
tleman. The  helpless  and  opi)ressed  never  turned 
awav  from  him  without  succor  or  encouragement, 
and  offenders  against  the  weak  and  helpless  were 
most  summarily  dealt  with. 

The  following  letter  is  a  copy  of  an  order  by 
our  subject  to  one  of  the  Southern  men  who  had 
in  his  possession  a  little  negro  boy.  whose  mother 
was  very  desirous  to  have  him: 

"Hdqks.  FoKA(iiN<;  ExiMcnrnoN. 

Atchleys  IMill.  Sevier  Co.,  Tenn., 

.January  3d,  186;5. 
••Mk.  DioAx:— 

The  bearer,  Minnie,  desires  to  get  possession  of 
her  little  boy,  Frank.  I  regard  her  claim  as  better 
founded  than  yours.  She  wishes  to  send  her  boy 
school.  You,  I  understand,  have  said  that  no 
Yankees,  or  others,  should  take  him.  If  she  is  not 
allowed  peaceful  possession  of  her  own  child.  I 
shall  send  and  take  him  by  force  of  arms." 

(Signed)  .Toiix  A.  Shannon, 

Col.  Comdg.    Foraging  Expedition. 


r))S(l 
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^RANK  A.  Bl'RKHART.  Among  the  sons 
of  the  Kmpii-e  State  who  liave  by  their  lives 
of  integnty,enterpri.>*eand  success  in  Micli- 
itjaii  l)rt)iielit  credit  upon  lioth  the  State  of  their 
liiitli  iiiid  iheStateuf  their  adoption,  we  are  pleased 
to  uialve  mention  of  Mr.  Burkhai't.  wlio  was  horn  in 
Deeeniljer.  18;)2,  in  Monroe  C'ountv.  N.  V.  His 
honored  parents.  Henry  and  I.ydia  (Hagedorn) 
Hnrkliart.  i-cnioved  to  this  State  wlieii  he  was  an 
infant  of  one  year,  and  brought  liim  with  them. 

()ni'  >ulijeel  was  lirought  u|)  upon  liis  father '> 
farm  and  reeei\ed  an  ordin;iry  district-school  edu- 
cation, whicli.  althougii  not  bi(i:id  in  its  scope  was 
thorough  ill  it>  (hill,  and  gave  liim  an  excellent 
f<mndation  foi-  future  attainments  and  a  good  [jrcp- 
aration  for  tlie  work  of  life.  Ipon  attaining  his 
majority  the  young  man  .started  out  foi-  himself. 
farming  tift\-  acres  of  land  on  section  .'iH.  (diioctali 
Township,  Living.ston  County,  where  hr  >till  re- 
sides. This  has  been  lii>  lionic  witli  the  exception 
of  six  years,  from  .Vpiil.  lf<f*4.  to  Ajiril.  l^iito.  w  hen 
lie  was  canTing  on  a  grocery  and  provision  Imsi- 
ness  in  Howell,  after  wliich  time  lie  returned  lollir 
farm. 

In  the  springdf  1M7I  .Mr.  lUirUharl  |iuivha>ed 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land  adjoining  \\\>  iirop- 
erty  on  tiie  north,  and  of  that  he  hn>  cletiied 
si.\ty  acres  and  has  since  added  to  it  forty  acre.- 
more.  In  1M85  he  liought  one  hundred  acres  on 
section  28.  in  the  Townshi])  of  Howell.  mo.<t  of 
which  is  now  imjiroved.  Tliis  property  has  been 
gained  by  his  own  endeavors,  and  in  addition  'Slv. 
Bnrkhart  owns  a  house  and  lot  in  Howell. 

Carlie  (i.  .Vllison  was  the  name  in  maiden liood 
of  the  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  .Vugust  16,  1874.  This  intelligent  and 
inteier-ting  lady  was  liorn  in  the  townshi))  of  Put- 
nam, this  county,  JMarch  16,  1857.  .She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  ]X>rothy  (Mines)  Alli.^ou.  who  ic- 
sided  at  Pinckney.  where  Mr.  Allison  followed  tlic 
double  calling  of  a  miller  and  a  farmer.  The  three 
children  who  survive  of  the  five  who  blessed  this 
home  are  Addle  B.,  Claud  A.  and  Ethel.  Mrs. 
Burkhart  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  Church  since  she  was  twelve  years  old 
and  she  is  active  in  the  service. 

The  native  home  of  'Sir.  Allison    was  in  Orange 


County.  X.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  May  7,  1873.  He 
was  but  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died  and 
lie  then  lived  with  an  uncle,  George  Reeves,  and 
came  with  him  to  Pinckney  about  the  year  1834. 
In  1836  he  assisted  his  uncle  build  Reeves'  Mill 
and  he  continued  to  reside  in  Pinckney  until  his 
deatli  which  occurred  .lime  I.  1864.  He  left  a 
widow  and  live  children.  His  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  now  living  but  his  wife  died  Septem- 
ber 17.  187!l.  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  having  been 
born  March  8.  18'2.5,  in  Ticonderoga  County,  N.  Y. 
.She  was  a  daugliter  of  W.  Ilines.  a  blacksmith,  who 
came  to  Washtenaw  County  in  1828,  and  later 
came  to  Iosco  Township.  Livingston  County, 
lanies  Allison  was  the  son  of  William  Allison,  who 
w.as  born  April  5.  1791.  in  Orange  County.  N.  Y.. 
and  his  wife.  .Sarah  Roe,  who  was  horn  February  3. 
l.sil.'i.  She  brought  him  five  .sons  and  two  daugh- 
ter-.     The  family  is  of  Irish  origin. 

1  pon  the  line  farm  of  Mr.  Burkhart  a  specialty 
i>  made  of  the  raising  of  Merino  sheep,  and  a  fine 
rtoik  may  be  seen  there  in  good  condition  and  well 
c;ired  for.  Mr.  Burkhart  is  a  man  whose  intelli- 
g(  nee  .Mild  judgment  is  resjiected  by  his  neighbors, 
.■ind  in  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  cares  nothing  for  office 
and  lias  never  sought  the  political  arena, preferring 
the  enjoyments  of  home  life  and  the  pleasure  to 
be  found  upon  the  farm. 


I  I    I  I      I'll 
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IlILO  STHEpyr.  Nowhere  in  the  townshij) 
I  of  Tyrone  and  scarcely  in  the  county  of 
Livingston  can  a  home  be  found  more  at- 
tractive and  deliglitful  than  that  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Philo  .Street,  and  in  this  fact  wc  have  again 
a  proof  that  physical  ability  is  not  llie  prime  fac- 
tor in  the  attainineiit  of  domestic  order,  comfort 
anil  ileliuhl.  for  the  cultured  and  thoughtful 
woman  who  |jresides  ovii' that  home  has  been  in- 
capacitated for  more  than  twenty  years  from  ac- 
tive work,  j^et  she  has  made  a  success  of  her  home. 
Philo  Street  is  a  son  of  Stephen  B.  and  Sallie 
(  Way )  Street.     His  father  was  born  October    12. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBUM. 


581 


IMiid,  iu':ii-  llnitford.  Conn.  At  the  nue  of  foiii- 
yeai>  he  lot^t  hi,-^  fathei-  and  after  that  time  he  ; 
lived  among'  sti'angers.  I  pon  attaininii'  his  ma- 
jority he  I'enioved  to  Darien.  Krie  County.  N.  Y.. 
and  there  engaged  in  jjeddling  and  farming,  and 
als(j  liought  and  sohl  stoek.  In  the  s|iring  of  IH.'ill 
he  came  liy  hike  to  the  \\'ol\i'rine  State,  and  made 
his  home  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  aeres  of  hind 
on  section  17.  Tyrone  T<i\vnshii).  this  county. 
From  this  forest  land  he  cleaieil  the  trees,  and 
upon  it  he  raised  fine  crup>  and  continued  to  li\e 
here  vmtil  his  death,  .June  7,  IMtJH. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  a  Ueinililiran  in 
Ills  jiolitical  views,  and  especially  active  in  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  his  party  during  the 
Civil  Wai'.  lie  served  as  .lustice  of  the  Peace  foi' 
>ome  time  and  began  life  with  little  means  except 
his  innate  abilities  and  character.  His  mai'riage 
took  place  in  Erie  County,  N.  V..  and  to  him  and 
his  wife  Sallie  wei'c  born  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  were  taken  from  their  arms  liy  death  dur- 
ing childhood,  and  seven  lived  to  older  years. 
riiev  were  named:  Plnelie.  I'rndie.  I'liilo.  Ileniy. 
.Sarah.  Hiram  and  Etta. 

February  2,  1S;5><.  w;is  i  he  natal  day  of  I'hilo 
Street,  who  was  Itorn  near  Darien,  X.  Y.  He  was 
two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  State  with 
his  parents.  He  grew  up  upon  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides,  and  received  the  ordinary  advantages 
of  the  district  school.  He  was  twenty-three  years 
old  when  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  his 
tirst  efforts  were  in  working  by  the  mouth  and  on 
shares  for  other.s.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres  of 
the  old  homestead,  to  which  he  has  added  fifty 
acres  more,  and  upon  his  faiin  he  has  placed  a 
comfortable  handsome  house,  and  most  excellent 
and  (•oinmodious  barns.  The  principles  of  tlie  He- 
publican  ijarty  commend  themselves  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Street,  and  he  is  also  strongly  in 
favor  of  prohibitory  action  in  regard  to  Ilie  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors. 

The  lia|ipy  married  life  of  this  gentleman,  be- 
gan_March  10,  lf<<i"2.and  his  bride  was  3Iartlm  L., 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Lovisa  (Brooks)  Dexter. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Tyrone  Township.  March 
■  9,  183'9,  and  her  parents  are  natives  of  (liili.  Mon- 
roe County.  X.  Y.      Tlun   came  to  MichiL;;in  in  tlic 


fall  of  l«;5H.  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Dexter,  Jlarch  26,  1H7S>.  The  religious  pro- 
clivities of  Amos  Dexter  were  in  the  direction  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  but  later  in  life 
he  became  a  Free  Methodist.  His  wife  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  as  himself,  and  having 
reared  to  maturits"  four  sons  and  eight  daughters 
she  passed  her  last  da\s  in  Tyrone  'l'ownshi|i.  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State. 

.Mr.  .-iiid  Mrs.  Street  are  active  an<l  dexoted 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  they 
have  brought  up  their  one  daughter,  Stella,  who 
is  now  Mi-s.  .1.  M.  liccker.  in  this  faith.  Mrs. 
.Street  was  thrown  from  a  wagon  b\-  a  runaway 
team  in  .Iiine,  187(1.  and  was  seriously  injured,  the 
lower  joint  of  the  spine  being  broken.  She  was 
a  conlirmeil  invalid  three  years  and  has  nevei'  en- 
joyed good  health  nor  been  able  to  lalior  much 
since  that  disaster  overtook  her.  She  is  possessed 
of  many  natural  talents  and  is  much  .'ibove  the 
average  in  intelligence  and  relinement.  Being  of 
an  active  mind,  she  could  not  tie  content  in  idle- 
ness, and  during  the  i)ast  eigiit  years  she  has  em- 
ployed her  time  and  talents  quite  profitably  as  a 
taxadermist.  .She  luiw  possesses  one  of  the  most 
valuable  private  collection  of  birds  in  the  county, 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  her  lalior.  The  speci- 
mens of  her  mounted  birds  and  fowls  attest  her 
skill  and  are  of  great  interest  to  all  students  of 
natural  historv. 


l&^Sl^^ 


A\H)  \  .  SMiril  is  a  general  farmer,  liv- 
jjj  ing  upon  two  hundred  and  forty-fi^e 
iti/r  iicres  in  Meridian  and  Alaiedon  Townships. 
He  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  near 
Middleburg.  X.  Y..  .lune  (i,  1831.  His  father.  Eli 
Smith,  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  !M()6,  and 
was  also  a  farmer.  In  1887  he  moved  into  ^Vasll- 
tenaw  County  and  there  remained  for  a  few  years 
andin  184<i  came  to  Ingham  County  and  .settled 
in  .Vlaiedon  Townshi))  on  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Perry   .Stevens  farm. 

Huiiiiu    the    seven     \ears    Eli    Smith    remained 
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upon  his  farm  in  Ingham  County  he  made  a  num- 

lu'r  of  improvements  upon  tlie  place.  At  that 
lime  there  were  but  few  settlers  in  the  township. 
From  that  place  they  moved  into  Clinton  County 
;ni(l  there  remained  for  eight  years.  Thence  he 
went  to  Shiawassee  County  where  the  father  died 
in  1885.  Our  subject's  mother,  Sally  (Seranton) 
Smith,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  she  died  in 
Alaiedon  Township  in  November,  1851.  Our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  Noah  Smith,  was  a  native  of 
New  York.  ;nid  ;i  farmer  by  occui)ation.  This 
branch  of  the  Smith  family  is  of  Knglisli  and 
.Scotch  ancestry. 

Dining  liis  younger  days  David  helped  with  the 
farm  and  attended  the  district  school  when  an 
op])ortunity  presented  itself.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  commenced  taking  care  of  himself,  working 
as  a  d:i\-  lal)orer  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years 
old.  At  that  time  the  auspicious  event  of  bis  mar- 
riage occurred.  Theii-  wedding  w.as  celebrated 
April  14,  186.3.  Our  suliject's  liride  w.as  Miss 
Lydia  .lane  Ilolden,  daughter  of  Tobias  Ilolden,  a 
fnrnii  ]•  and  mechanic  of  Alaiedon  Township.  She 
wa;<  born  .lauuary  13,  1838,  in  Dearborn.  Wayne 
County,  this  .State.  Her  father  was  foreman  of 
the  mechanics  and  carpenters  who  constructed  the 
fort  at  Detroit.  He  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  v.,  ill  18(16,  and  died  in  his  eighty-third  year. 
Tlic  lirst  American  ancestor,  Randall  Holden.came 
to  llic  I'nited  States  and  settled  in  Norwich,  R.  I., 
in  I  (1 12.  The  coat  of  arms  is  still  in  the  pos.'session 
of  the  family.  Mrs.  Smith's  mother  was,  before 
her  marriage,  Harriet  Lewis.  Her  decease  occur- 
red in  1862.  She  was  a  cousin  of  "William  C. 
Bouck  who  was  Governor  of  New  York  in  1786. 
Mrs.  David  Smith  was  educated  in  the  Detroit 
public  schools  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  cul- 
tuic  :ind  has  a  decided  talent  in  the  composition 
of  metrical  literature.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have 
been  lilest  with  two  children. 

The  son  and  daughter  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  by  name  Ida  May  and  Lewis 
H.  resjieetively.  The  former  was  born  October  6. 
186 1.  She  married  Charles  C.  Case  who  now  lives 
in  the  State  of  AVashington ;  they  have  one  child 
— Robbie,  who  is  four  years  old.  Lewis  H.,  a 
farmer    in    Alaiedon    Township,   who   was   born 


May  13,  1868,  married  Flora  Webster  of  Pine 
Lake;  they  also  have  one  child,  Ida  Pearl.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Blue  Lodge  No.  252,  of  Okemos.  Me 
is  also  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  the  Williamston 
Chapter.  Politically  he  is  an  enthusiastic  Demo- 
crat and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
county  affairs.  He  is  now  .lustice  of  the  Peace. 
»Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  very  hospitable  people  and 
arc  representatives  of  that  class  whose  pleasure  is 
it)  ni.'ikinu  this  woi-ld  a  iiappierand  lirightei' abode. 


■?jii>nji,Ki  V.  Li-Ill :u ^-4 i>.  A  general  farmer  on 
sections  9  and  10,  Mr.  Cushman  has  learned 
^^i^  the  .secrets  of  nature  and  science  so  thor- 
oughly as  to  insure  success  in  his  dealings  with  these 
fickle  deities.  His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  which  is  fair,  aiable  land.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County,  this  State, 
December  25,  1836.  lie  is  a  man  of  Charles  Cush- 
man who  was  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.. 
there  born  in  1792.  He  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith and  came  to  Jlichigan  when  a  young  man, 
purchasing  a  farm  north  of  Lansing  in  DeWitt 
Township.  Clinton  County.  He  was  one  f)f  the 
first  settlers  in  that  triwnship  and  there  died  in  his 
sixty-third  year. 

The  original  of  ovir  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
during  which  time  he  attended  the  country  school 
and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  His  health 
failing  him  at  that  time,  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  during  which  he 
regained  his  health  to  a  great  extent.  On  return- 
ing to  his  home  he  was  man  led  in  December.  1 862, 
to  ^liss  Bertha  Cornwell  of  Delhi  Townshi|).  She 
died  August  5,  1880,  and  two  years  later,  Nov- 
ember 9,  our  subject  was  married  to  Olive  .loy  of 
Meridian  Township.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  union — Bertha  born  April  25,  1884.  and  Lena, 
June  10,  1886. 

After  the  first  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  are  writing,  he  moved  to  a  farm  which  he 
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owned  eoinprisiiig  forty  acres  near  Delta  and  there 
remained  for  tluee  year.s.  lie  then  sold  and  moved 
upon  an  eighty-acre  tract  near  hv  where  ho  re- 
mained four  years.  On  >elling  tlie  jjlace  above 
spoken  of  lie  purchased  his  present  farm  of  which 
there  was  only  about  twenty  acres  cleared  at  the 
time.  lie  has  impro\ed  this  erecting  a  comfortable 
and  conveniently  arranged  house  which  is  now 
about  seventeen  years  old.  He  has  also  added 
good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  the  place  presents 
a  neat  and  attractive  appearance.  He  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work  in  order  to  get  hi>  pro- 
])ert}'  in  the  shape  that  it  now  is. 

(Gilbert  ('usliman  is  not  connected  with  any 
religious  body.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  incniber  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  at  Okemos,  this  State,  as  is  also 
his  wife.  A  Democrat  in  jiolitics  he  has  always 
cast  the  weiglit  of  his  vote  and  influence  with  that 
party,  but  has  no  ambition  to  hold  township  otiice. 
He  and  his  wife  are  representative  i)eople  of  the 
township  and  are  intelligent   and  refined. 

Mrs.  (ushinan  was  born  in  Oakland  County. 
.Alich.,  December  -iSI.  1K5J.  When  she  was  a  small 
child  her  parents  moved  into  .Meridian  Towiiship, 
this  (  ouuty.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Dianth.a  .loy  and  her  father  now  makes  his  home 
witli  liiT.  lie  lias  always  been  a  farmer.  The 
lady  was  forinei'ly  a  teacher,  having  a  record  of 
tliiitecn  terms  successfully  discharged  in  Ingham, 
(  liiitoii  and  Shiawassee  Counties.  She  also  taught 
one  term  .at  Henderson,  Mich.,  and  wherever  .she 
has  been  her  praises  as  an   edncatoi'   may  be  heai'd. 


v_ 
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B.  HOSLEY.  Many  of  the  native  sons  of 
the  AV^olverine  State  are  now  active,  enter- 
i:  prising  business  men  and  farmers.  Thi> 
fact,  coupled  with  the  wonderful  ])rospirity  ;ind 
advances  which  ha\e  been  made  in  every  depart- 
ment of  living,  emjjhasizes  the  truth  that  Michi- 
gan is  becoming  one  of  the  mature  State.-  in  the 
sisterhood  of  commonwealths,  and   that   it   can  no 


longer  be  classed  among  the  j-ounger  of  the  num- 
ber. .Vmong  these  sons  who  are  thus  honoring  the 
home  of  their  birth  we  are  pleased  to  name  Afr. 
Hosley. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Deerfield 
Township,  Livingston  County.  Mich,  and  his  natal 
dtiy  was  February  20.  184.5.  He  now  has  his  resi- 
dence on  section  18.  Oceola  'I'onnship.  and  his 
home  has  lieen  in  Michigan  throughout  life,  with 
the  exception  of  four  years'  residence  in  Texas, 
whither  he  went  in  1884.  with  three  thou.sand 
head  of  sheep.  On  his  journey  he  lo.st  fifteen 
hundred  sheep  during  a  stormy  period  of  le,ss  than 
nine  d.ays.  .and  the  experiment  w,as  a  most  disas- 
trous one  to  him  as  he  lost  in  ail  some  >i<l  l..")(Hl. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  m  New 
Vork  and  was  a  farmer  by  occii|)ation.  His  name 
was  William  Hosley,  and  he  was  married  in  Liv- 
ingston Connty.  Mich.,  to  Kliza  II.  Beach,  who 
lived  to  complete  seventy  years.  The  grand- 
father. .losepli  Hosley,  was  .also  a  New  Yorker  by 
birth,  who  came  to  ilichigan  in  very  early  times, 
l>ecoming  one  of  the  i)ioneers  of  Livingston 
County,  taking  u|i  land  on  the  section  where  our 
subject  w,as  born.  He  lived  to  exceed  eight\-foni- 
years.  Four  daughters  and  three  sons  were  gr.anterl 
to  the  parents  of  our  subject,  and  they  are  all 
living  and  have  established  homes  of  their  own. 
and  no  death  has  occurred  annmg  their  children. 
The  mother,  Eliza  Hosley,  was  the  first  of  the 
family  to  be  called  from  earth,  and  when  she 
passed  aw.ay  she  left  behind  her  twenty-five  grand- 
children who  will  ever  cherish    her  iiiemor\ . 

Mr.  Hosley  is  the  third  child  and  second  son  of 
his  i>areiits.  and  as  he  had  his  education  in  the 
))ioneer  days,  his  schooling  was  obtained  in  a  loir 
sclioolliouse.  after  which  he  went  to  Howard  Cit\' 
for  fnither  opportunities.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
Christmas  Day,  1868.  His  bride,  Martha  Lawther, 
was  born  in  Ilowell  Townshi|i.  this  county.  Febru- 
ary 1.  1844.  and  she  was  the  first-born  of  her  pai- 
ents,  .lames  and  .\marilla  (Harmen)  I^awtliei. 
The.se  were  early  pioneers  in  Michigan,  havinir 
come  from  their  native  homes  in  New  York  and 
Connecticut  respectively  to  Gene.see  Comity. 
Air.  and    Mrs.  Hosley   are    the  happy    parents  of 
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two  daiighteri;!  and  one  son,  and  to  all  of  them 
they  are  giving-  excellent  opi)oitiinitie,s  for  a 
liberal  and  thorough  education.  William  .1.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Ypsilanti  Business  College;  Nellie 
will  he  graduated  in  the  fall  of  1891  at  Yjisilanti. 
where  she  is  studying  short-hand  and  tyi)e-writ- 
ing,  although  her  previous  education  had  fitted 
her  foi'  teaching  in  the  district  schools,  and  she 
had  considerable  expei'ienee  in  that  line.  May, 
who  is  now  a  young  girl  of  thirteen,  is  still  at- 
tending school  and  under  the  i)arental  roof. 

Ml'.  Hosley  has  a  handsome  farm  of  two  hundred 
.111(1  twenty  acres,  which  is  well  improved.  lie  is 
a  stock-buyer  and  shijiper.  and  handles  from  three 
thousand  t<i  five  thousand  sheep  every  year.  One 
year  he  shipped  seven  thousand  to  the  Texas 
markel.  l)ut  now  makes  Buffalo  and  Chicago  his 
objective  jtoints.  lie  handles  the  best  stock  that 
can  be  found  and  is  a  first-class  judge  of  the 
horse.  He  has  a  pair  of  Abdallah  stallions  and 
has  stmie  of  the  fastest  and  liest  l>red  hor.sps  in 
the  county.  His  jjolitical  views  are  in  accordance 
with  the  declarations  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  is  intelligently  interested  in  public  move- 
ments as  he  feels  is  the  duty  of  every  patriotic 
citizen.  For  two  years  he  was  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  has  held  other  oflices,  especiall}' 
in  connection  with  the  schools.  He  was  also  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  eight  years  and  has  been 
Town  Clerk. 


lILBEHT  I.  SAK(;ENT.  The  beautiful  farm 
w'hich  bears  the  suggestive  name  of  Maple 
Ridge  Faim,is  located  on  section  26,  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County.  The  place  is  a 
model  of  agricultural  neatness  and  productive- 
ness, its  good  features  in  this  direction  being 
beautified  by  the  taste  and  judgment  of  its  owner, 
who  came  to  this  place  in  1839  with  his  parents 
and  grandparents.  lie  now  farms  two  hundred 
acres  and  finds  that  the  best  metliods  and  the  latest 
improvements  in  .agricultural  ways  are  those  that 
bring  liim  the  largest  returns. 

Jlr.  Sargent  is  a  native  of  Rutland  County,  Vt., 


being  there  born  ^larcli  23.  1X36.  He  is  a  son  of 
Ira  and  Harriet  (Ray)  Sargent,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Rutland  County,  Yt.  The  former  was  a 
carpenter  and  millwright  and  followed  his  calling 
until  he  came  West,  at  which  time  he  settled  on  a 
part  of  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
son.  J t  was  at  that  time  heavily  timbered.  ( )ur 
subject's  patei'nal  grandfather  came  West  at  the 
same  time  and  settled  in  the  same  section,  contin- 
uing to  live  there  until  liis  death,  which  occurred 
in  1S7I.  Ills  wife  was.  pritu'  to  her  marriage,  Miss 
Lydia  Churchill  from  >ermont.  She  preceded  him 
to  the  better  land,  passing  away  in  1862.  They 
had  a  large  family  and  each  member  was  obliged 
to  do  his  or  her  share  to  make  ends  meet.  Politi- 
cally the  old  gentleman  was  a  Republican.  His 
son  and  our  subject's  father  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  working  at  his  trade  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1842.  He  was  a  Whig.  The 
wife  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing.  She  has  at- 
taini'd  to  a  good  old  age,  being  seventy-eight  years 
old.  Four  children  came  to  brighten  the  house- 
liuld  life:  The.y  are  Emily,  now  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dor- 
rance,  of  Deerfield.  this  county;  our  subject;  George 
F..  of  Keokuk.  lo«a.  and  Everett  1).,  of  Howell 
Township. 

(Jilbert  I.  Sargent  w,as  afforded  all  the  advantages 
in  an  educational  way  that  could  be  obtained  at 
that  early  day,  that  is,  he  learned  the  three  R's  in 
a  log  schoolhouse  in  his  district.  He  has  always 
remained  on  the  farm,  after  reaching  his  majority 
taking  possession  of  the  place  to  which  he  has  since 
added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  He 
has  also  other  fine  property  in  the  city  of  Howell 
where  it  is  his  intention  to  soon  erect  an  elegant 
home  and  retire  from  the  proprietorship  of  his 
farm.  Success  li.as  crowned  his  efforts  in  this  in- 
dustry and  he  has  taken  advantage  of  the  means 
whitli  he  has  to  enjoy  as  much  as  possible  the 
pleasures  of  life,  having  traveled  quite  extensively 
and  having  learned  much  of  the  resources  of  our 
country  from  personal  observation. 

"Lives  shall  not  miss  their  counterparts  and  each 
shall  meet  its  own."  Mr.  Sargent  met  his  fate  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Sarah  Foster,  of  Iosco  Town- 
ship, this  county.     She  wae  a  daughter  of  Martin 
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H.  and  Siir-aii  (Ilallack)  Foster,  early  settlers  of  tins 
State.  Tlieir  maniaire  was  soleuniized  in  .lanuaiv 
18(32.  After  a  iiuinlier  of  years  of  wedded  liappi- 
ness  the  wife  died  in  \H7[).  After  some  time  our 
suhjeet  was  auain  married  to  Miss  Belinda  Dyer, 
of  Calhoun  County,  this  State.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Orvil  and  Lueinda  (Andrews)  Dyer,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  eame 
West  to  ^lielugan  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Callioun  County.  There  they  resided  until  death 
elaimed  them  for  his  own.  Mrs.  Saraeut  is  the  imly 
child  of  this  uouple.  No  ehildren  have  "laeed  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife. 

The  beautiful  farm  wliich  is  owned  by  Mr.  Sar- 
gent is  given  largely  to  the  raising  of  tine  stock. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  shows  his  pro- 
gressive tendencies,  however,  by  affiliating  with 
the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Grange.  Of  the 
first-named  body  he  lias  been  Vice-President  and  is 
enthusiastic  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
masses  of  tiie  people  who  are  laborers.  A  generous- 
spirited  man  he  has  given  liberally  of  his  store  to 
the  ui)buildingof  churches,  schoolhouses  and  roads. 
The  farm  upon  whicli  he  at  present  resides  com- 
prises two  hundred  acres,  and  is  represented  by  a 
view  on  another  page.  A  sojourn  in  its  pleasant 
home,  that  is  surrounded  with  trees  and  rolling 
lawns,  and  dewy  meadows,  would  be  an  ideal  one 
to  the  urbanite.  weary  of  the  daily  struggle. 
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A^TD  O.  DL'TTOX.  This  respected  farmer 
residing  on  section  5,  Uuadilla  Township, 
Livingston  County,  is  a  sou  of  David  Dut- 
tou,  Sr..  a  native  of  Connecticut  who  was 
born  August  i,  1792  and  of  Vashti  Langdon,  who 
was  born  in  Southington,  Conn.,  September  27, 
1795.  This  worthy  couple  were  married  Novem- 
ber 27,  18 IG,  in  Southington.  The  grandfather, 
Moses  l^utton,  of  Stnithington  w.as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  afterward  an  officer  in  the 
State  militia.  In  his  later  years  he  removed  his 
family  to  Chautauqua  County,   N.    Y.,  where  he 


was  a  pioneer,  and  died  in  18.5.5.  at   the   venerable 
age  of  ninety-four  years. 

The  Diitton  family  originated  from  three  liroth- 
ers  who  came  to  Connecticut  from  Denmark  in  the 
early  Colonial  days.  ( )ur  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father. Asahel  Langdon,  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith in  Southington  and  died  in  1852,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six.  Mis  w.is  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
as  the  Langdons  have  been  known  since  the  found- 
ing of  the  colony.  After  marriage  David  and  Vashti 
Dutton  removed  to  Vienna.  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  became  pioneers  and  lived  until  1834, 
when  they  eame  to  Michigan.  While  in  Oneida 
County  ;\Ir.  Dutton  operated  lioth  a  sawmill  and  a 
farm. 

Upon  emigrating  to  Michigan  the  Dutton  family 
settled  in  Lima  Township,  Washtenaw  Countj-,  but 
in  18;i7  made  their  home  on  section  5.  Unadilla 
Township,  this  county.  It  was  then  all  wild  land 
and  after  liuilding  a  log  cabin  the  young  man  pro- 
ceeded to  fell  the  trees  and  prepare  the  land  for 
tillage.  Red  neighbors  were  more  plentiful  than 
white,  and  wild  animals  abounded.  He  had  but 
little  more  means  than  enough  to  bu}-  forty  acres 
of  land,  and  after  im|)roving  this  he  added  to  it 
eight\-  acres  more  of  forest.  He  was  a  temperate 
man  in  his  habits,  never  using  either  liquor  or 
tobacco.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  i)olitical  mat- 
ters voting  with  the  Uepubl lean  party,  and  was  for 
a  numbei-  of  years  Assessor  of  Unadilla  Township. 
Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  were  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Clnu-ch  at  Plainfleld.  He 
died  .May  2',l,  1807. and  his  faithful  companion  sur- 
vived him  until  December  21.  1!SS1.  Fourof  their 
nine  children  are  now   living. 

David  O.  Dutton  was  born  April  i;3,  1827,  in 
Oneida  County.  X.  Y..  and  was  therefore  seven 
years  of  age  when  the  family  emigrated  to  Mich- 
igan, where  he;  acquired  a  limited  education  in 
the  log  schoolhouse.  He  had  to  make  himself  use- 
ful upon  the  farm  while  very  young,  and  helped 
to  fence  the  first  field  here  when  so  small  that  he 
and  his  brother  were  barely  alile  to  carry  a  rail 
between  them.  Hardshijjs  and  jirivations  were  his 
lot  through  all  those  early  years,  and  many  a  night 
he  went  to  sleep  crying  from  hunger.  He  was 
faithfully  devoted    to   his    parents  and   cared  for 
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them  and  made  his  home  with  them  until  the  day   ' 
of  their    decease. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr.  Dutton  began 
April  13,  18;)2,  when  at  the  home  of  his  bride's 
parents  in  losoo  Townshi|i  he  was  married  to  ; 
JMercy  Jane  "Wright,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Deborah  (Bullis)  Wright,  natives  of  New  York, 
where  they  were  born  in  171)9.  Mr.  AVright  was  a 
cooper  hy  trade  and  his  grandfather.  William 
Wright,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  , 
Wright,  came  to  Michigan  in  1850,  and  after  spend- 
ing two  years  in  Iosco  Township  they  removed  to 
Ingham  County,  and  after  a  few  years  made  their 
final  home  on  eighty  .icres  of  unbroken  soil  in 
WoodluiU  Township.  Shiawassee  County.  Mrs. 
Wright  passed  from  earth  .June  19.  1882,  and  her 
hu.sband  died  August  12.  1885.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Mrs.  Dutton "s  birth  took  place  April  7, 
1834,  in  the  village  of  .Jordan  N.  Y.,  and  she  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  wiien  the  family  came  to  Mich- 
igan. She  received  her  education  at  the  parental 
fireside,  and  was  well  trained  in  both  domestic  and 
book  learning. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dutton  have  been  liorn  four 
children,  namely:  Charles  ().,  born  Mai'cli  1;").  1853. 
and  married  to  .lane  Longnccker;  George  II.  born 
June  5,  1858,  wiio  took  to  wife  LillieMapes;  Asa- 
hel  L.,  born  FeJjruary  15,  1863,  and  married  to 
Minnie  Glenn;  Orin  J.  born  July  24,  1868,  who  is 
unmarried  and  has  devoted  some  time  to  teaching. 
Mr.  Dutton  has  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  .acres 
nearly-  all  under  cultivation.  On  another  page 
appears  a  view  of  his  residence  which  was  built 
in  1861.  He  als(>  put  up  the  other  liuiidings  on 
tlic  farm  and  is  still  actively  carrying  on  tlie  work. 

The  Protestant  ^lethodist  Church  is  tlie  religious 
organization  with  which  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  actively  connected  and  Mr.  Dutton  has  served 
as  Class-Leader,  Steward  and  Tiustee, besides  being 
a  worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  as  he  at  one  time 
superintended  the  school,  and  his  wife  has  been  a 
teacher  therein.  He  has  ever  kept  up  his  interest  in 
political  matters  and  is  a  memlierof  the  Republican 
party,  lie  lias  served  hi>  townshii)  both  as  High- 
way Coinniissioncrand  as.lusticeof  the  IVace,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  hero.     lu 


his  principles  he  is  a  strong  temperance  man.  Dur- 
ing all  Mrs.  Dutton 's  married  life  she  has  never 
kept  hired  helj)  altlu)ugh  she  was  not  blessed  witli 
daughters  to  assist  her. 

Charles  R.  Dutton,  a  brother  to  our  subject,  was 
a  member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan 
Infantry  and  served  almost  three  years.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  was 
captured  and  retaken,  and  was  killed  before  Peters- 
burg, June  17,  1864,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  child 
Carrie  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Bowers  of 
Handy  Township.  The  eldest  Jjrother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Timothy-  Dutton  and  was  killed  Septem- 
ber 21.  1840  by  a  hor.se  falling  upon  him.  His  sis- 
ter Jane  E.  was  burned  to  death  March  22,  1838, 
in  the  log  house  on  this  farm.  Allan  C.  is  now  a 
retired  physician  living  at  Eaton  Rapids  Mich;  Asa- 
hel  L.  is  a  farmer  of  Unadilla  Township.  Tliis  is 
a  family  of  true  patriotism,  as  all  the  sons  who  did 
not  enter  the  army  sent  substitutes  which  they  pro- 
vided ijersonalh'. 
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l".ST.V\'  .1.  I!AI:TCKI:.  Fn.m  the  earliest 
history  there  has  been  a  medium  and  rejire- 
■J^  sentative  of  values  current  in  use  in  com- 
merce, and  money  changer.-,  as  they  were  called  in 
classic  days,  or  bankers,  .as  they  are  now  more 
generally  known,  set  up  their  stalls  with  balances 
in  the  midst  of  every  market  place.  Shylock  was 
not  by  iiny  means  the  first  usui-er  to  demand  the 
pound  of  flesh,  but  we  aie  all  willing  in  the  time 
of  need  to  pay  the  pound  to  relieve  pressing  and 
present  necessity,  to  whatever  verge  of  desperation 
it  may  later  push  us.  The  fierman  people  have 
been  amc>ng  the  foremost  in  commercial  circles  in 
reaping  a  rich  harvest  from  the  banking  business 
and  many  of  the  largest  and  most  important  b.ink- 
ing  institutions  are  carried  on  by  Germans. 

Mr.  Baetcke,  who  is  a  banker  in  the  village  of 
Brighton,  Brighton  Township.  Livingston  County, 
although  an  .Vmerican  Jiy  Jiirlh  and  bringing  up. 
having  been  born  in  Genoa  Township,  this  county. 
June  7)  1842j  is  of  German  parentage*     His  father 
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was  also  (iustav  Baetcke,  a  native  of  (Termaii}-, 
there  liorn  in  1H(I4.  lie  eame  to  Aiiieiica  in  183(5 
and  soon  pioeeeded  to  the  infant  State  that  reeeivcd 
the  distinctive  name,  the  Wolverine  State,  because 
of  the  great  nunil)er  of  wolves  found  there  in  the 
early  day.  He  came  to  this  country  with  the  ex- 
peclatiou  of  finding  a  demand  for  his  services  in 
Xew  York,  as  an  architect  and  builder.  About  the 
time  that  Michigan  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as 
a  State,  general  attention  was  attracted  naturall\' 
in  this  direction,  and  Mr.  liaeteke.  finding  extensive 
emigration  hither,  determined  to  himself  come 
to  this  State  and  coming  West  by  boat,  landed  in 
Detroit  July  4.  183(5. 

Our  subject's  father  located  in  (Jenoa  Townshiii. 
Livingston  County,  and  there  took  up  a  tract  of 
(iovernment  land  having  concluded  to  engage  in 
farming.  The  country  was  quite  new  and  he  was 
one  c)f  tiie  first  settlers.  He  at  once  lient  his  efforts 
to  clearing  and  im)iroving  his  farm,  having  before 
him  the  ideal  of  the  beautiful  farms  in  the  Father- 
land. He  was  a  successful  farmer,  cidtivating  to 
the  highest  extent  the  tract  wliicli  he  had  pur- 
chased, and  after  the  (ierman  fashion,  making  it 
yield  him  successive  crops  in  the  same  season.  He 
was  a  highly  respected  citizen  in  the  locality  and 
much  esteemed,  not  only  for  his  acknowledged 
Imsiness  ability,  but  for  his  courteous  and  gentle- 
manly dealings  with  his  associates.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  was  very 
influential  in  organizing  the  first  church  of  that 
denomination  in  Genoa  Township,  not  only  en- 
couraging it  by  word  and  deed,  but  by  making 
himself  one  of  its  chief  supporters  during  his  life- 
time. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  licfore  lier  marriage 
Miss  Ann  C.  Hartman,  like  her  husband,  a  German, 
but  having  pieceded  him  to  this  country  by  one 
year,  coming  tf)  America  in  1835.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing and  although  quite  advanced  in  years,  is  in  the 
full  possession  of  her  faculties  and  quite  vigorous. 
She  is  a  devoted  memlier  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
helping  on  the  good  work  of  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel  by  ivord  and  deed.  She  has  been  the  mo- 
ther of  three  children,  but  only  two  of  these  are 
now  living,  our  suliject  and  R.  E.  Baetcke. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  the 


farm  whicli  his  father  ])urchased  and  cleared  on 
coming  to  this  State.  The  I'udimcnts  of  his  edu- 
cation were  acquired  in  the  district  school  of  the 
vicinit\'.  namely, — in  tlic  log  si-liool  house,  where 
the  assortment  of  books  was  heterogeneous,  and 
the  birch  switch  was  a  more  sulitle  persuader  than 
the  eloquence  of  the  teacher.  He  enjoyed  besides, 
one  teini  of  school  at  Howell  and  he  also  received 
the  advantage  of  one  term  in  the  (Ierman  school, 
perfecting  the  knowledge  of  his  father's  tongue 
which  he  had  learned  in  the  home  circle,  and  which 
he  has  since  found  to  i>e  of  the  greatest  advantage 
to  him  in  the  conduct  of  liis  business.  About  the 
time  he  of  whom  we  write  liecame  of  age,  he  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  his  regi- 
ment January  4,  1864,  it  being  the  Twenty-second 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  served  until  Seijtembei' 
20,  1865.  Llis  regiment  meantime  was  brigaded 
with  the  First  Michigan  and  Mechanics'  Corps  for 
about  four  months.  They  joined  (4en.  Sherman 
and  inaiched  to  Atlanta,  from  which  place  they 
went  with  Gen.  Thomas  to  Chattanooga  acting  as 
his  headquarters  guard. 

After  his  return  from  the  wai'.  Mr.  Baetcke 
resumed  his  early  avocaticm.  that  of  farming,  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  this  he  continued  to  pur- 
sue until  ^larch,  1891.  when  he  moved  to  Brighton, 
having  purchased  the  f)ank  in  the  previous  month. 
This  institution  was  estalilished  liy  Dr.  B.  H.  Law- 
.son  in  1871.  It  is  now  conducted  as  a  private 
institution  and  under  the  [iresent  management 
merits  the  confidence  that  it  enjoys.  It  is  operated 
under  the  linn  name  of  G.  J.  Baetcke  &  Co.,  and 
although  it  is  in  its  infancy,  under  the  present 
regime  it  has  already  ac(iuired  a  liigh  standing, 
not  only  in  the  immediate  locality,  l)ut  throughout 
the  surrounding  country  and  especially  among  the 
agricultural  class  with  whom  our  subject  has  been 
associated  for  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  inaugurated  his  domestic 
felicity  in  1874.  at  which  time  he  married  Amelia  F. 
(jartner.  who  was  born  near  Detroit.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  B.  F.  Gartuer  who  was  a  boot  and  shoe 
manufacturer,  and  died  February  3,  1888.  Mr.  and 
^Irs.  Baetcke  are  the  parcnt>  of  three  children 
who  are  Lecu'a  C;  Clara  A.,  and  (Justav  (i.  ()nr 
subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  affiliation. 
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He  has  been  Supervisor  of  Genoa  Township  for  live 
terms  and  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Treasurer  for 
two  terms.  He  has  several  times  been  delegate  to  the 
State  Conventions,  and  in  1888,  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  the  Probate  Judgeship  for  this  county. 
His  party  was,  however,  in  the  minority  to  the 
number  of  about  four  hundred,  and  in  consequence 
he  was  defeated,  although  at  the  expense  of  only 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  votes.  Socially  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
[>ublic.  In  his  church  relations  he  is  a  number  of 
the  Lutheran  denomination  in  this  town,  nnd  ii  one 
of  the  most  generous  supporteis  of  that  body  in 
this  place.  Mr.  Baetcke  is  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  on  sections  23 
aud  26,  of  Genoa  Townshij).  Upon  it  are  the  best 
of  improvements. 


V 


♦^♦^■t- 


/ 


♦^♦^* 


M.    HORTON.     We  are 

II  "  _  jjleased  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
our  readers  a  citizen  of  Handy  Township, 
Livingston  County,  who  stands  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  neighbors  and  is  justly'  considered  one 
of  the  most  prominens  men  in  the  county.  lie  is 
a  progressive  and  successful  farmer,  whose  splen- 
did estate  of  two  hundred  and  three  acres  lies  on 
section  3,  Handy  Township,  and  his  beautiful 
home  which  he  erected  in  1885,  is  admired  as  one 
of  the  greatest  oi'naments  of  the  agricultural  i)Or- 
tion  of  Livingston  County.  Ujjon  his  farm  lie  has 
a  beautiful  orchard  which  is  exceedingls  product- 
ive and  most  thoroughly  cultivated. 

This  gentleman  was  born  iu  I lartlaiid  Township, 
this  county,  and  is  a  son  (if  .lolm  C.  and  Charlotte 
(Ormsby)  llorton.  Iinth  natixes  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  father  ciuiic  In  .\IichiL;'.-in  as  long  ago 
as  1836,  and  settled  upon  a  faiiu  in  Hartland 
Township,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  there.  While 
living  on  the  old  homestead  he  was  afflicted  l)y  the 
loss  of  his  wife  and  he  moved  t(^  Oceola  Township 
somewhat  later  and  thei'e  he  died.  In  those  early 
days  he  was  obliged  to  go  to   Detroit    for   his  suj)- 


plies  and  thus  had  a  trip  of  fifty  miles  to  market. 
He  was  exceedingly  useful  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  his  township  and  was  also  a  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  rode  the  circuit. 

This  pioneer  couple  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  Init  our  suliject  and  his  sister  Mary,  Mrs. 
Robinson  of  Lansing,  are  all  that  remain  of  that 
once  happy  household.  The  parents  of  John  G. 
Horton  were  William  L.  and  ICunice  Tracey  Hor- 
ton,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York. 
William  Horton  was  a  farmer  who  made  his  home 
in  Wisconsin  about  the  year  1850,  and  was  there 
eng.aged  in  farming  until  called  from  earth's  activ- 
ities by  the  angel  of  death.  F'our  sons  and  three 
daughters  filled  this  home  and  three  of  them  are 
still  living,  namely:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Nichols;  Char 
lotte,  Mrs.  Sheppard,  of  Missouri;  and  Carrie,  Mrs. 
Harmer,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  .Mr.  Horton  was 
■William  Onnsby;  he  and  his  wife  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  brought  up  upon  their  farm  two 
daughters,  Charlotte  (Mrs.  Horton )  and  Laura  (Mrs. 
Kesler).  They  were  people  of  deeply  religious  con- 
victions and  earnest  life  and  Mr.  Ormsb\'s  views 
on  political  question  led  him  into  alliance  with 
the  Whig  party. 

After  growing  up  upon  the  farm  and  taking  his 
education  in  tiie  schools  of  Oceola  Township, 
young  Horton  enlisted  when  only  nineteen  years 
old  in  the  service  of  his  country,  joining  Com- 
pany E,  Twenty-sixth  ^Michigan  Hegiment.  He 
entered  as  a  private  but  during  the  three  years  of 
his  service  he  was  regularly  promoted  to  the  offi- 
ces of  Corporal  and  First  Lieutenant,  and  placed  in 
command  in  a  colored  regiment  and  continued 
with  that  body  until  tlie  close  of  the  war.  He  wns 
more  than  ordinarily  favored  as  he  received  no  in- 
juries with  the  exception  of  two  scratches  from 
rebel  bullets.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  3Iine  Run 
and  all  tlirougli  the  campaign  of  the  Wilderness. 
Cold  Harbor,  siege  of  Petersburg. .Reaines  Station, 
and  ill  many  skirmishes,  and  with  hiscobtred  regi- 
ment lie  took  i>art  in  llie  siege  of  Richmond  and 
was  present  when  Lee  surrendered  to  (Jraut  at  Aji- 
jjomatto.x. 

Having  received  his  lionoralile  discharge  at 
Brownsville.  Tex.,  ('apt.   llorton    came    liome    and 
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(Ji'VotC'd  liiinsolf  to  rccuperatini;  lii>  henltli  mikI 
preparing  for  future  iiscfulues.s.  During  the  sec- 
ond winter  lie  taught  school  in  (k'eola  Township, 
and  then  for  two  j'ears  studied  at  Albion  College, 
after  which  he  attended  the  Commercial  College  at 
(irand  Kajiids,  where  he  learned  telegraphy  and 
received  his  diploma.  He  now  took  a  position  as 
telegrapher  at  Kockford    on    the    Grand  Eapids  cV 


and  joiner's  trade  and  worked  at  that.  lie  died  in 
Stockbridge,  Mich.,  at  a  good  old  age.  The  maiden 
name  of  our  subject's  mother  was  Ruth  Case.  She 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,  Dutchess 
County,  X.  Y..  in  1793,  and  died  in  18(35.  AVhen 
the  original  of  our  sketch  was  about  five  j-ears  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Loekport,  IS'.  Y.,  and  when 
old  enough  he  was  induced  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 


Indiana  Railroad  and  after    one  year  took  the  sta-   !    trade.     Never   having    received    any    educational 


tion  at  Fowlerville  foi'  the  Detroit,  Lansing  & 
Northern  Road.  Here  he  served  for  thirteen  years, 
after  which  he  gave  up  railroading  and  devoted 
himself  to  agriculture. 

The  bride  who  came  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Hortoii 
in  1873  wa.s  Loana  L.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Clarissa  ^Mack)  Leavens,  New  York  people,  who 
came  to  j\lichigan  .aljout  1867  and  made  their  home 
near  Corunna,  .Shiawassee  County.  After  awhile 
they  removed  into  the  city  of  Corunna,  liut  later 
made  their  home  in  Fowlerville.  until  called  hence 
by  death.  Their  three  children  were  Mrs.  Hortoii. 
Emory  and  Clara  (Mrs.  Fexer).  .lay  (t.  is  the 
name  of  the  little  son  who  has  come  to  tirighten 
the  little  home  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  llorton  and  in  his 
training  and  education  the  parents  were  united  in 
true  parental  solicitude.  Mr.  Hortoii  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  has  well  filled  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  the 
township  and  upon  the  School  Board  has  done 
much  for  the  cause  of  education. 


-^3. 
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">f|OHN  C.  PHILLIPS,  of  Okemos,  is  a  shoe- 
jnaker  by  trade.  He  was  born  in  the  to^^■n 
of  A'erona,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  18'2i, 
and  hence  is  now  alile  to  look  back  over  a 

■-;:^ — >' 

period  of  seventy  years  of  progress  in  which  society 
has  been  benefited  by  the  discoveries  in  science  and 
arts,  and  the  broadened  view  which  the  general 
public  are  taking  of  life  in  its  broader  aspect. 

Our  subject's  father,  Joab  Phillips,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County.  N.  Y.,  in  1792.  He  was  origin- 
ally a  farmer  but  later  in  life  learned  the  carpenter's 


advantages  up  to  the  time  of  learning  his  trade  he 
sought  to  make  up  for  this  lack  of  opportunity  liy 
attending  a  night  school  where  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  a  cominon-sehool  education.  He  re- 
mained in  Loekport  engaged  in  his  trade  until  his 
twenly-tliird  year,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Esther  L.  Phillips,  of  the  .same  place,  a  lady  bear- 
ing the  same  family  name  but  in  no  way  related 
to  him.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage 
— Abner  P.  was  born  in  1847:  he  is  now  living  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  his  daughter,  Ida,  is  now  keep- 
ing liou,se  for  her  grandfather,  and  to  her  Mr. 
Phillips  is  devotedly  attached;  .Tohn  A.,  born  in 
1858,  is  a  telegraph  o]jerator  ami  the  head  of  a 
large  family. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  suliject  left  New 
York  and  bought  a  fine  farm  c(miprising  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  acres  north  of  Ann  Arbor, 
this  .State.  He  lived  there  for  nearly  twenty-three 
years,  si)ending  a  portion  of  the  time  engaged  at 
his  trade  m  Stockbridge.  He  finally  sold  his  farm 
and  in  1868  bought  a  place  adjoining  the  Michigan 
State  Agricultural  College.  He  kejit  this  for  .about 
twenty-two  years,  improving  it  greatly,  and  on 
selling  it  he  moved  to  Okomos,  where  he  has  lived 
at  four  different  times,  coming  here  finally  in  1889. 
Mr.  Phillips  lost  his  wife  in  1881. 

During  the  war  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
an  enthusiastic  I'nion  man.  He  enlisted  twice  but 
for  personal  reasons  was  induced  to  hire  a  substi- 
tute each  time.  He  was  finally  drafted  but  was 
thrown  out.  The  hire  of  his  substitutes  and  ex- 
pense attending  his  drafting  aniounted  to  over 
%1,36().  Mr.  Phillips  has  now  a  veiv  fine  farm  in 
Williamston  County  where  he  intends  to  reside  in 
the  near  future.  He  is  allied  with  several  frater- 
nities among  which  are  the  Odd  Fellow's,  which  he 
joined  in  Milan,  the  Free  Masons,  of  which  he  be- 
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came  a  niember  in  Sloekbridge,  the  "No  Nothings" 
iiud  the  Feiiiau.s  in  Linden.  In  politics  he  is  now 
an  Independent  although  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  Republican  part}'  and  was  once  elected 
Town  Clerk  of  Stoekbridge.  He  now  votes  for 
the  best  man  irrespective  of  party.  Mr.  Phillips 
has  passed-  through  some  stormy  scenes  in  life's 
battles  but  has  always  been  honorable  and  uprigiit 
in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men. 


m>^^<^^-^- 


W/OSEPH  H.  WILCOX.  The  fact  that  there 
are  so  many  men  who  have  not  only  been 
successful  in  commercial  and  agricultiiral 
life  in  the  Wolverine  State  but  who  have 
accumulated  large  fortunes,  speaks  well  for  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  as  well  as  the  accumulative 
ability  of  its  inhabitants.  He  of  whom  we  write  is 
a  capitalist  of  no  mean  standing,  being  a  power  in 
commercial  circles,  not  only  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Howell,  Livingston  County,  but  through- 
out the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.  and  was  there  born  November  7, 
1809.  He  is  a  son  of  .Toseph  and  Sibyl  (Wright) 
Wilcox,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  had 
seven  children.  Of  these  onl}'  our  subject  is  now 
living.  The  family  names,  however,  in  order  of 
birth  are  Harry,  John,  Sally,  Harriet,  Joseph  II. 
Marvin  and  Delilah.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand 
father  was  Matthew  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. He  also  was  a  farmer  and  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  The  Wilcox  family  are  of 
English  ancestry  and  their  progenitors  are  of  the 
most  honorable  standing  in  the  mother  country. 

Reared  a  farmer  lad,  our  subject  did  not  enjoy 
manj'  of  the  beneflts  of  advanced  education. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  and  acquired 
there  what  was  necessary  to  a  practical  business 
education.  He  remained  at  home,  "assisting  his 
father  with  the  general  farm  work  until  he  was 
twenty-four  j'ears  of  age  and  was  then  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account  and  also  employed 
himself    at   carpenter    work.     His   first  real-estate 


deal  was  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  and  there  he 
farmed  until  1854,  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

On  coming  into  the  State  the  original  of  our 
sketch  settled  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the 
townships  of  Iosco  and  Marion,  living  on  the  same 
until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Howell  and  pur- 
chased a  house  and  four  lots,  also  eight  acres  of 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  village.  This  last- 
named  tract  he  platted  and  divided  into  city  lots, 
calling  it  the  Wilcox  Addition  to  Howell.  He  has 
built  three  houses  and  bought  and  sold  many 
others  since  coming  to  the  village. 

In  1866  Mr.  Wilcox  opened  the  flrst  lumber 
yard  in  Howell  and  continued  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  four  yc;<rs  when  he  sold  out.  He  also  had 
charge  of  the  railroad  survey  from  Howell  to  Lan- 
sing and  is  the  only  man  in  Howell  who  gave 
money  to  the  building  of  that  road.  He  was 
elected  a  Director  of  the  road  was  most  generous 
in  his  donation,  not  only  of  money  but  of  land 
for  the  carrying  forward  of  the  enterprise.  He 
was  also  a  Director  of  the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor 
Railroad  and  filled  the  same  position  on  the  How- 
ell ife  Lansing  Railroad,  giving  his  time  and  atten- 
tion for  about  three  years  to  the  work.  It  is  an 
indisputable  fact  that  Mr.  Wilcox  has  done  more  tt) 
advance  the  interests  of  railroad  enterprise  than 
any  man  in  the  county.  He  has  been  the  one  to 
call  meetings,  take  subscriptions,  collections  and 
endeavor  in  every  possible  way  to  interest  the 
l)eopl('  at  large  in  ojjening  up  the  country  by  rail- 
road. 

He  of  whom  we  write    was    for  many  years  a 
middleman   in   tiie  wool  interests,  buying  the  clip- 
pings of  wool  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  and 
;    shipping  to  Eastern  manufacturers.    November  18, 
]    1833,  our  sul)ject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
;    Bush,  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  C'ounty,  N.  Y.     She 
1    is  a  daughter  of   AVilliam  and  Content  (Grimes) 
j    Bush,  natives  of  New  York.     Her  father  was  there 
a  farmer  and  the  head  of  a   family  that  numbered 
twelve   children,    nine    of    whom    are  still  living. 
They   are,    Mrs.   Wilcox,    Mrs.   Wright,  Romaine, 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Strickland,  Mrs.  Wicks,  Isaac,   Will- 
iam and  Mrs.  Miller.     The  three  who  are  deceased 
-  aie    Alexander.   Charlotte   and    Lestei'.     Mrs.    Wil- 
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cox's  paternal  grandfather  was  Conrad  Rush,  u 
Hevolutionarv  soldier  of  (Jerinan  birth  and  parenl- 
age,  having  come  to  America  when  eighteen  years 
of  age.  His  wife  was  Mary  Watson.  He  was  the 
owner  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  and  a  very 
wealthy  fanner  for  his  time.  His  family  numbered 
twelve  children.  The  father  of  Content  Grimes 
Hush  was  Thomas  Grimes,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Greenfield  (irimcs,  both  native^  of  the  Eastern 
States.  They  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  were 
daughters. 

Our  subject  had  a  family  of  five  children;  they 
are  Candace  who  died  in  infancy;  William  H., 
Calvin;  Charles  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  Rosette.  The  eldest  son  married 
Laura  Smith  and  by  this  union  is  the  father  of  live 
children — Charles,  Joseph  H.,  Belle,  Mott  and 
Maude.  Calvin  married  Mary  .1.  Horton;  Rosette 
is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  F.  Peavy  and  is  the  mother 
of  six  children — William,  George,  Homer,  Calvin, 
Edith  and  Ethel.  Politically  he  of  whom  we  write 
attllates  with  the  Republit'an  party.  He  with  his 
wife  has  been  identified  with  the  Christian  Church 
for  many  years  and  they  have  been  liberal  sup- 
porters of  that  body  in  the  city.  Mr.  Wilcox  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  the  enter- 
prises of  the  community  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  both  far  and  near. 


■  3\^^^^~^ 


1/ AMES  M.  CHRISTLVN.  Now  in  the  merid- 
ian of  his  life  and  his  business  success, he  of 
whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  in  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  County. 
where  he  is  known  .as  a  pioneer,  whose  efforts  in  a 
philanthropic  way,  as  well  as  the  building  up  of  a 
fortune  for  himself,  are  known  and  recognized  liy 
all  who  are  willing  to  render  justice  to  a  good 
man.  He  resides  on  .section  27,  Leroy  Township. 
where  he  has  a  beautiful  home  and  all  the  comforts 
of  rural  life. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Onondaga  County,  March  17, 
1833.     He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Good- 


win) Christian,  his  father  a  native  of  New  York 
Slate.  Our  subject's  Grandfather  Christian,  and  a 
brother  were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  while  still  in  early  boyhood  he  was  incul- 
cated into  the  mysteries  of  agricultural  life.  The 
iidvaiitages  of  education  were  unfortunately  denied 
him  almost  entirely,  he  receiving  the  rudiments  of 
what  he  acfpiired  in  the  common  schools.  He  is 
in  education  as  in  financial  standing  a  self-made 
man,  having  by  nature  a  fondness  for  books  and 
being  a  thoughtful  and  careful  reader.  To-day  he 
is  the  owmr  of  a  fine  library,  and  the  latest  works  in 
the  best  class  of  literature  are  found  on  his  reading 
table. 

Accepting  Horace  (Treeley's  advice  to  "go  We.>t. 
young  man,"  he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  County,  on  his  pres- 
ent farm.  His  constancy  of  nature  is  shown  bv 
the  fact  that  he  has  never  since  moved,  although 
there  must  have  been  many  discouragements  at 
various  times  in  his  career.  He  settled  in  the 
woods  and  cleared  up  the  farm  l)y  chopping  down 
the  trees  and  burning  out  the  stumps.  He  has 
made  it  what  it  is  to-day  by  the  hardest  efforts  and 
has,  besides,  done  much  pioneer  work.  The  town- 
ship had  only  fort^'  voters  when  he  came  here  and 
he  luas  witnessed  its  growth  to  its  pre.sent  fine  pro- 
portions. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  instituted  a  home  .Jan- 
uary 1,  18.58,  and  pl.aced  thereover  as  mistress  his 
wife,  Caroline  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  .lones, 
who  was  formerly  a  pioneer  in  I^erny  Township, 
Ingham  County.  As  the  years  [wssed  by  little  ones 
grew  ui)  around  them  until  their  family  numbered 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  They  are  Mary,  .Jenny,  Wealthy,  Ira, 
Blanche  and  Florence.  The  first  named  is  the  wife 
C.  F.  Teachout;  Jenny  is  tlie  wife  of  G.  D.  Mann, 
and  wealthy  is  the  life  comitanion  of  William  Wy- 
gant.     The  younger  children  are  still  at  home. 

The  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
fertile  and  productive  land,  Mr.  Cliristian  has  made 
his  place  a  model  farm,  giving  to  it  constant  and 
unceasing  attention.  His  present  competency  he 
has  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts,  as  when  he 
began  life  as  a  young  man  he  had  but  S9  in  money 
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to  start  out  with.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  in  favor  of  every  meas- 
ure that  promises  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  class 
to  which  he  belongs,  believing  that  legislation 
should  look  as  much  to  the  betterment  of  the  agii- 
culturists  as  to  that  of  the  manufacturers.  Mi: 
Christian  has  served  in  positions  of  public  trust, 
having  been  Highway  Commissioner  for  several 
year;i,  during  which  time  he  accomplished  much  in 
improving  the  condition  of  these  avenues  of  traffic 
and  travel,  and  was  Township  Superintendent  for 
five  years.  He  has  also  been  .School  Moderator  for 
many  years  and  is  a  progressive  man  in  regard  to 
educational  matters.  For  many  years  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  associated  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  he  is  now  acting  as  Class-Leader 
and  also  does  the  work  of  the  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  church.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  acquired 
his  success  in  life  by  a  steady  adherence  to  a  fixed 
outline  of  purpose.  He  is  justly  classed  among  the 
intelligent,  public-spirited  and  enterprising  agricul- 
turists of  Ingham  County. 


S^^EORGE  SCHREPFER.  The  annals  of  the 
,  poor  boys  who  become  rich  men  are  to  lie 
found  everywhere  in  America  and  nowhere 
more  than  in  the  rich  and  fertile  AVest,  for  here  it 
is  that  the  virgin  soil  gave  of  her  wealth  to  the 
sturdy  seeker  after  success.  It  is  not  alone  to  the 
native-born  that  this  good  fortune  has  come,  but 
many  who  came  from  the  older  countries  of 
Europe  (where  generations  of  hardships  and  pov- 
erty had  disheartened  the  people)  have  found  in 
the  New  World  the  prosperity  which  they  never 
could  have  looked  for  at  home. 

Our  subject  who  is  now  a  prosperous  resident  of 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  was  born 
August  5,  1832  in  Byran,  Germany,  his  honored 
parents  being  Henry  and  Catherine  Schrepfer,  who 
upon  their  farm  reared  five  children  to  maturity. 
These  children,  Christie,  Barbara,  Rachael,  George 
and  ,Tohn,  have  all  established  homes  and  families 


of  their  own,  but  our  subject  is  the  only  one  that 
has  crossed  the  ocean  and  found  his  home  in  the 
United  States.  Before  coming  to  America  he  took 
the  advantages  of  a  thorough  German  education 
which  is  given  to  every  son  of  Germany,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  decided  to  emigrate  and 
upon  reaching  this  country,  made  his  home  in 
Pluladeliihia.  After  one  year  in  that  city  and  two 
years  in  Baltimore  he  decided  to  make  a  visit  to 
the  old  home  and  spent  the  winter  of  1 858-59 
in  (iermanj'. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1859  that  our  subject 
retui'ned  from  his  native  land  and  came  to  De- 
troit, whence  he  journeyed  to  Howell,  by  stage, 
bringing  with  him  his  intended  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  the  following  year.  Subsequent  to 
this  happy  event  the  young  husband  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  upon  which  he  now  resides  on 

j   section  29,  Cohoctah  Township. 

!  This  land  was  covered  by  dense  forests  and  the 
voung  wedded  couple  moved  into  their  log  hut. 
which  had  but  one  door  and  one  window,  and 
there  they  lived  in  humble  contentment  for  many 
a  year.  Prosperity  attended  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Schrejifer  and  he  was  able  by  economy  and  thrift 
to  accumulate  a  large  property.  He  at  one  time 
liad  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  eighty  of  which 
he  gave  to  his  son,  and  he  has  himself  with  his 
strong  right  arm  cleared  the  trees  from  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  has  jilaced  suli- 
stantial  and  fine  improvements  upon  his  farm. 
His  beautiful  residence  and  good  barns  form  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  little  log  house  in  which 
he  and  his  wife  made  their  first  home,  but  in  the 
new  home  there  is  no  more  happiness  and  content- 
ment than  was  to  be  found  in  the  humbler  abode. 
The  happy  marriage  of  (ieorge  Schrepfer  and 
Mary  Read  took  place  in  November  1860  and  the 
bride,  who  was  horn  September  25,  1838,  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  and  Knutguinte  (Bar)  Read.  Mr. and 
INIrs.  Read  reared  to  maturity  three  sons  and  six 
daughtei-s  and  one  son  and  foui'  daughters  came  to 
America.  Their  mother  died  in  (Germany,  but  the 
father  came  to  Michigan  and  ended  his  days  here. 
He  lost  one  sou  in  the  f^ranco-Prussian  AVar  and 
another  son  still  resides  in  Germany. 

He  of  whom  we  write  h.as  ever  cherished  a  warm 
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regard  for  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War  he  showed  him- 
self a  loyal  citizen,  and  enlisted  March  29,  1H65, 
in  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  in  August,  1866,  and  then  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  farming  operations. 

The  ten  children  who  vere  born  to  George  and 
Mary  Sehrepfer  are:  Henrietta,  .John,  Maggie, 
Henry  M.,  Mary  E.,  Fred  R.,  Anna,  Carrie  P., 
Laura  and  .James.  Henrietta  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Hetchler,  and  Maggie  is  Mrs.  George  Bush.  The 
youngest  son  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
Fred  R.  has  established  his  own  household.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  devout  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  have  proved  themselves 
both  active  and  lilieral.  This  successful  man 
landed  in  New  York  with  but  *1  in  his  pocket 
and  liis  success  in  life  can  only  be  attril)uted 
to  his  unflagging  and  persistent  industry,  his  wise 
foiethought  and  his  prudent  tlirift.  He  has 
adopted  the  political  views  of  the  Republican 
party  and  is  active  in  promoting  its  success,  but  is 
in  no  sense  a  iiolitician. 


?)HOMAS  IIILI^.  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  I>ansiug,  and  a  practical  .and  intelligent 
W  machinist,  is  engaged  in  the  plumbing,  steam 
and  gas  fitting  liusiness.  He  w.as  born  in  Edinburg, 
Scotland,  or  rather  in  Kirkcaldy,  a  suburli  of  that 
city,  his  natal  day  being  March  27,  1843.  His 
father,  Peter  Hill,  who  w.as  born  in  I^dinburg,  was 
also  a  machinist  and  in  1845  removed  to  Client, 
Belgium,  where  he  was  engaged  to  put  up  some 
flax-mill  machinery.  He  was  in  that  line  of  work 
for  three  ye^rs  and  then  was  employed  tliree  years 
longer  by  the  same  company  in  building  loconid- 
tive.- 

In  i  S52  Peter  Hill  came  to  America  and  located 
for  one  year  in  Milwaukee,  but  finding  business 
dull  there  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  Kellogg's  machine  shop,  building  marine 
engines.  He  was  afterward  in  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  eleven  vears  later 


put  up  a  macliine  shop  of  liis  own.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  still  reside  in  Detroit.  He  is  a  I'ni- 
tarian  in  his  religious  belief,  and  a  Republican  m 
politics.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Goodall  and  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  lieing  the 
daughter  of  Capt.  Goodall,  who  followed  the  whal- 
ing business  through  life,  and  after  his  death  his 
son  stepped  into  his  place.  ISIr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Hill 
have  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
From  the  age  of  two  until  he  was  eight  years 
old  Thomas  Hill  lived  in  Belgium  and  studied  in 
the  Belgian  schools.  He  then  sailed  from  Antwerp 
with  his  parents  and  after  being  seven  weeks  on 
the  ocean  landed  in  New  York  city,  whence  the 
family  went,  as  we  have  seen,  first  to  ^Milwaukee 
and  afterward  to  Detroit.  He  attended  school  in 
that  city  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  plumlier,  serving  witli  Dudley  k 
Holmes  of  Detroit  for  three  years  and  six  months, 
after  wiiich  he  worked  for  them  six  months  longer 
and  then  left  the  business  to  eng.age  with  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Railroad  as  fireman,  Init  after  a  few 
months  he  went  into  the  shops  oi  that  railroad 
corporation.  After  an  appreuticeshij)  of  three 
years  in  the  machinery  business  under  S.  A.  .Sweet, 
the  master  mechanic,  he  worked  <at  the  trade 
in  different  shops  and  then  went  as  engineer  on  the 
lakes  for  five  seasons,  during  whicli  time  no  acci- 
dents befell  his  boat. 

In  October,  1871,  our  suliject  went  into  the  City 
Hall  of  Detroit  as  engineer,  and  was  the  first  one 
appointed  in  the  new  City  Hall  in  which  he  served 
for  three  years  and  four  months.  Next  he  went 
to  .Jackson  and  entered  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  and  after  two  years  wat- 
appointed  by  the  board  of  State  Auditors  as  engi- 
neer of  the  State  Capitol.  This  lioard  consisted  of 
D.  C.  Holden  of  Grand  Rapids,  Secretary  of  State, 
Col.  McCreary  of  Flint,  and  (ieu.  Partridge  of 
Bay  City.  Receiving  this  appointment  in  1879, 
he  came  here  .at  once  and  took  charge  of  his  post 
and  received  the  appointment  with  every  success- 
ive term  until  the  I3einocratic  jiarty  came  into 
power.  In  1883  Mr.  Hill  was  made  engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Capitol  and  grounds  and 
had  under  his  care  the  whole  building  with  the 
suiierinteudencv  of  some  tliirt\-  men.   He  held  this 
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|K)sition  until  February  1,  189  L  He  made  improve- 

iiu'iil>    III    tlic    iiiMrlihifry    tiuin   liiiU'   to  tiliic.  Mini 
while  111'  ciKli'inoi-t'd  lo  numaji'i' llic^^i'iitiif  bii.'siiiess 
oil    <'i(iii(>iiHf   iiiiiii-i|)k'>    lie  suc-oec'ded    in    sjiviuji' 
(•utile    s;itist':ieti(>ii     to    evi'r\'    one.      lie   liiid  more 
tlijin  ordiiuiry  .--ystein  in  lii>  work,  and  every  man    ] 
under  his  siiiieiinlendeney  understood  what  duties    i 
were  expected  of  liim  and  that  he  was  relied  on  to 
see    that    it    was    done.      No  time  eonld  be  wasted    i 
and  no  vork  nealected   but  e\ervtliina  went  as  it    i 
were     by     (■loekw(_irk.     altliouah     the     mainsprin<;'   | 
was  ill    the   eliaraeter.  mind   .-ind    deterniiuatioii    of 
Mr.  Hill. 

.\  few  weeks  after  le,-i\iiiu  the  employ  of  the 
State  .Mr.  Hill  opt^ned  the  business  which  he  is  now 
earryinu' on.  lie  has. a  pleasant  home  at  the  eorner 
of  t'apitol  .Vxeiiue  and  JA-iiawee  Street,  over 
whieli  his  wife,  who  was  Mi.ss  Louisa  AV.  Snllixaii 
of  Detroit,  jji'e.sides  with  uraee  and  dignity.  This 
lady  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  (•ft\ 
and  is  a  dauoliter  of  liawreiice  Sullivan,  who  be- 
f()re  his  death  was  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Detroit. 
Tlie  niarriasie  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  took  place  in 
Detroit  October  lit.  I«(i4.  and  they  have  six  inter- 
estinii  children,  namely:  Maud  K..  Loui.se.  .Stewart 
(ioodall.  Pearl.  Kvaand  Harry  Conn.iiit.  Mr.  Hill 
is  identified  with  Zion  l.odue.  Xo.  1,  F.  A-  .V.  M. 
of  Detroit  and  the  Hoyal  Arch  Masons  of  Lansinir. 
being  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Kniiihts  of  the 
Maccabees  in  this  jjlaee.  He  is  a  stronu  Republican 
in  his  convictions  and  is  fre(|nentl\'  made  a  dele- 
i;ate  to  county  and  State  conventions.  He  is  a 
man  of  more  than  ordiiiaiv  breadth  of  \iew  and 
Ids  intellitreuce  and  affaliility  make  him  a  most 
asjreeable  coin|iaiiioii. 

A  lithographic  itortrait  of  .Mr.  Hill  is  presented 
in  connection  with  this  biojirapliieal  sketch. 


GlEOROE   W.  COLKMAX.  J).  D.  S.     For  the 
1    last     twenty    years    the     i^entleman    wlio.se 
I    name  is  at  the  head  of   thi.s  sketch  has  been 

in  possession  of  the    largest   practice,  as  a  dentist, 
in     Lansinu.   Intrham     t'onnty.      He    here  opened 


his   ofBce  September   10.    1872,  and    during'   that 

time  has  .-illeviated  iiiueli  siitiering.  and  extracted 
many  a  wicked  molar,  that  by  its  excrutiating 
surges  of  pain,  rinises  one's  whole  nervous  or- 
ganization into  a  state  of  revolt  and  rebellion. 
Perhaps  the  day  will  come  w  hen  we  will  learn  to  take 
such  good  care  of  our  teeth  that  dentists  will  have 
no  occasion  for  the  practice  of  their  profession, 
but  they  will  always  be  remembered  kindly,  even 
in  such  a  blessed  state,  for  the  good  they  have 
done. 

Dr.  Coleman  was  born  in  Battle  Creek,  Michi- 
gan. FVbrnary  8.  184y.  He  is  a  son  of  A\'illiani  H. 
and  LiK'retia  (Merritt)  ( 'olemaii.  and  received  his 
education  in  his  native  place,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  olHce  of  Dr.  (ieorge  P.  Holmes.  Iia\iiig 
bound  himself  to  the  doctor  for  a  period  of  three 
years  in  order  to  learn  the  in'ofession  of  dentistry. 
He  moreover  paid  ¥1(1(1  fVn-  the  ju'lvilegi'  of  study- 
ing under  the  doctor  for  the  first  year.  .Vt  the 
.second  year  he  received  small  renumeration  for 
the  services  that  he  was  alile  to  give,  liut  at  the 
end  of  th.'it  time  he  was  released  by  Dr.  Holmes 
from  his  liond.  He  then  entered  the  Cincinnati  Col- 
lege of  Dentistry  and  graduated  in  the  Class  of  "71. 

Thns  prepiared  for  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
he  located  at  Olivet.  Michigan,  where  he  set  uji  his 
lirst  operating  chair.  This  was  a  common  rocker, 
a  bona  tide  oiierating  chair  lieing  an  extravagance 
that  he  coidd  not  at  that  lime  afford.  However, 
he  began  with  the  determination  of  working  his 
way  up.  aii<l  indeed,  he  was  verv  successful,  re- 
maining in  Olivet  until  August.  lf(72.  after  which 
he  came  to  Lansing  and  located  in  the  lilock  where 
he  now  is.  He  has.  by  his  attention  to  liiisine.ss, 
and  his  skill  in  his  profession,  built  himself  up  a 
practice  that  i)a_\s  handsomely  and  has  also  gained 
a  prominent  place  among  his  jirofessional  brethren. 

Dr.  Coleman  has  practiced  continuously  since 
coming  to  the  city,  with  the  exceiition  of  two  and 
a  half  years,  when  he  was  in  the  Lansing  Xatioiial 
Bank,  the  latter  part  of  which  time  he  held  the 
[losition  of  liecei\ing  Teller,  but  resumed  his  ])ro- 
fessiou  without  a  break  in  his  large  practice.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  State  l.)ental  Associa- 
tion and  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  all 
things  pertaining  to   his   profession.     During  this 
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montli  (August,  1891)  he  is  attendance  on  the 
Association  whicli  meets  this  \ear  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie. 

The  original  of  our  si<etch  took  upon  himself 
the  resjionsibilities  of  married  life  March  27,  1H7'2, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Emily  Mc- 
Donald, a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  K.  Mc- 
Donald, residents  of  Battle  Creek.  Mrs.  Coleman 
is  a  lady  of  exceptional  attainments,  being  talented 
and  accomplished,  besides  having  a  striking  per- 
sonal attractiveness.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage, she  held  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Battle 
Creek  High  School.  Our  subject,  with  his  wife,  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
is  therein  an  usher,  also  holding  the  otlice  of  Sec- 
retary of  the  Sunday-school.  They  have  a  daugh- 
ter, tiertrude  Louise,  who  is  an  attractive  miss, 
gifted  with  a  bright  mind  and  pretty,  gracious 
manners.  Dr.  Coleman  is  a  man  of  high  reputa- 
tion nnd  one  who  is  liked  bv  all. 


'\|[OIIX  A.  .AlASTIC.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  the 
jn'oprietor  of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  located 
on  section  26,  Handy  Townshi)).  Livingston 
County.  He  came  here  when  twelve  years  of  iige, 
in  1844,  his  parents  having  emigrated  westward  at 
that  time.  He  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N.  Y. 
in  18.33  .and  is  a  son  of  Asa  and  Sophia  (Ray) 
Mastic,  natives  of  Vermont  and  married  in  the 
same  State.  The  father  was  by  trade  a  lilacksmith 
and  followed  his  calling  in  the  East.  He  only 
lived  two  mouths  after  coming  to  Michigan,  his 
decease  taking  place  when  he  was  forty-four  years 
of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  by  many  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  September,  1885,  and  her  inter- 
ment taking  place  in  Handy  Township.  One  of  a 
f,amil\'  of  eight  children,  our  subject  is  the  second 
in  order  of  birth.  They  are  Charles,  who  resides 
in  Lansing;  William  wln^e  home  is  in  ^'erniont; 
.lane,  who  became  Mrs.  Steward;  Deliah,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Hall;  and  Mary,  who  is  Mrs.  Hoyt. 
Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 


of  Handy  Township  and  on  becoming  twelve  years 
of  agi'  was  thrcjwn  nijon  his  own  resources  and  de- 
pendent upon  himself  for  both  food  and  clothing. 
He  first  began  to  work  out  for  farmers  and  later  in 
life  came  to  this  place,  in  1861  purchasing  forty 
acres.  He  later  added  forty  acres  more,  only  five 
acres  of  the  last-named  tract  having  been  cleared 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase.  On  m.aking  his  first 
investment  in  real-estate  here  a  cool  review  of  his 
position  showed  him  to  be  possessed  of  only  150 
outside  of  the  bare  land.  He  had  no  team  and  no 
farming  implements,  but  iiad  a  strong  constitution, 
a  keen-edged  ax  and  a  j'oung  wife  who  was  in  her- 
self an  inspiration.  Together  they  .set  to  work 
and  besides  rearing  a  family  made  of  their  jilace  a 
beautiful  home.  Our  subject  is  now  considered 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  this  township. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  doing  a  good- 
Samaritan  kind  of  work,  aside  from  wh.at  he  has 
accomplished  that  has  been  above  mentioned.  He 
has  reared  two  families  besides  his  own — that  is 
seventeen  people  in  all  that  he  li.as  clothed  and 
supported.  In  1860  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Caroline  Hoyt.  She  died  in  1880 
leaving  a  family  of  seven  childien.  They  are 
.Ivdia,  Frank.  Charles,  Hert.  Lydia.  Carrie  and  May. 
Julia  is  now  Mrs.  C.  Barry  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  children — Avery  and  Fred — and  a  resident  of 
Handy  Township.  Frank  married  Alice  Coleman 
and  has  one  son — Leaon;  they  reside  not  a  great 
distance  from  the  home  place.  Charles  married 
Lucy  Barber;  they  are  the  i)arents  of  one  daughter 
— Maude,  and  reside  in  FowleiviUe.  Bert,  Lydia 
and  May  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Mastic  was  a  second  time  married.  Mrs.  Me- 
linda  Mann  becoming  his  wife.  By  her  previous 
marriage  she  was  the  mother  (jf  three  children — 
Frank,  Minnie  and  Fred.  The  eldest  son  married 
Tinnie  Barry;  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter 
whose  name  is  Belle.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Fellows.  By  the  present  marriage  our 
subject  is  the  father  of  two  children — John  R.  and 
Gracie.  The  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  our 
subject  is  held  in  the  community  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  h.as  been  elected  to  the  most  honorable 
offices  and  which  are  the  \m<\v  of  American  dis- 
tricts— those  of  the  school   and   educational    inter- 
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csts.  IIo  lias  l)cen  an  incumbent  of  these  positions 
Idi-  the  past  eigliteen  years  and  has  been  Path- 
master  for  twenty  years. 

In  1K77  Mr.  Mastie  erected  uijon  his  phice  one 
<if  tlie  best  houses  in  tlie  township.  It  is  commod- 
ious and  comfortable  and  provided  with  all  the 
coin'cuiences  that  are  so  necessary  to  itib  farm  life 
of  it<  cliuduery.  He  lia>  i^ood  barns  an<l  outbuild- 
ings and  his  land  is  in  a  high  >Iate  of  cultivation. 
.1  fine  orchai'd  set  out  \t'ars  ago  is  now  a  source  of 
both  pleasure  and  jirofit.  Ileie  the  original  of 
our  sketch  is  engaged  in  breeding  horses  of  |iurc 
blood  and  raising  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  in  his  |>oli- 
ticnl  following  a  Democrat  and  an  ardent  bclie\'ci' 
in  free  trade.  He  is  public  spirited  to  a  degre<' 
and  many  of  the  im|>r<pvements  of  the  township 
have  been  greatly  forwarded  by  his  enterprise, 
having  helped  to  build  roads,  school-houses  and 
churches.  ( )n  moving  into  his  first  residence, 
winch  is  the  log  cabin  above  mentioned,  he  lived 
at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  nejirest  neigh- 
1m)1-.  the  country  between  them  being  a  thickly 
wooded  tract.  Personally  Mr.  .Mastic  is  a  genial, 
whole-souled  man  who  is  popular  with  his  acquaint- 
ances and  associates.  He  is  five  feet,  six  inclie>  in 
height  ;ind  weighs  about  two  hundred  |)ounds.  and 
is  a  man  of  great  strength  and  endurance  as  can  be 
conjectined  from  the  aint)unt  of  work  which  he 
has  accom|ilished. 


►^^^= 
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\f/KR()MF.  W.  II.WD.  The  life  sketch  whidi 
we  now  la\  before  our  readers,  is  that  of  a 
man  who  has  made  his  inttuenee  felt,  not 
j;^  only  during  the  quiet  days  of  i)eace,  but 
when  the  dark  clouds  of  war  hung  over  our  land. 
M  that  time  he  joined  hand  in  hand  with  his 
neighbors,  and  ujion  the  liattle-field,  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  his  comrades  in  defense  of  tlie 
old  flag,  and  he  now  feels  that  the  comitiy  for 
which  he  fought  is  dearei-  to  him  than  if  he  had 
remained  at  home  in  her  hour  of  distress. 

This    gentleman     lives    \q)on    ;i     beautiful    .and 


well-cultivnted  farm  of  fifty  acres,  situated  ujjon 
secti<m  lit.  Howell  Townshijj.  Li\ingston  (V)Unty. 
I'pon  it  may  be  .seen  sutetantial  farm  buildings  and 
here  is  raised  a  tine  grade  of  stock,  amcmg  which 
we  may  name  full-blooded  Ilolstein  cattle  anil 
graded  Sjioi-t-hoius  as  well  as  Ilainbletouian  and 
other  thoroughbred   horses. 

The  nativity  of  Mr.  Hand  was  in  Livingston 
County,  X.  Y..  .Vpril  ;!ii.  1X81!.  and  his  parents 
were  Eben  and  Lusina  (  Fuller)  Hand.  The  father 
was  a  contractor  and  builder  whf)  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  \H'4:\.  and  ha\ing  settled  in  the  village  of 
ririghton  was  active  there  in  his  work  beii  g  the 
princi))al  builder  in  Hriuhton  for  many  years.  Mis 
death  ociairred  in  181;j.  Foiu-  of  his  nine  children 
now  stirvive.  namely:  Luriiula  (Mrs.  ()g(len). 
I'hoda,  .losei)hine  (Mrs.  Pryor)  and  our  subject. 

The  village  of  Brighton  was  the  scene  of  the 
boyhood  and  early  education  of  .lerome  Hand  and 
he  resided  under  the  |)arental  roof  until  after 
his  fathei's  dcatli.  He  then  worked  out  for  neigh- 
boring farmers  until  his  enlistment  in  Company  1. 
Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry  in  l^l!.").  He 
was  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  took 
\K\yt  in  the  battles  of  Mis.sion  Ridge,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Chickamauga,  and  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Louisville.  Ivy.,  .hdy  IX.    1«();"). 

After  his  return  from  the  seat  of  war  Mr.  Hand 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  township  of 
Handy.  Livingston  County,  and  after  living  upon 
it  two  years  disposed  of  the  .same  and  i)urcliased 
the  property  where  he  now  lives  and  which  he  has 
highly  improved  since  it  came  into  his  hands.  His 
neighbors  have  raised  him  at  different  times  to  the 
ottit'cs  of  Road  Commissioner  and  Drainage  Com- 
missioner and  in  both  positions  he  has  dime  excel- 
lent se|■^•ice  for  the  township. 

The  mari'iage  ceremony  for  .leromc  \\'.  Hand 
and  Mi.ss  F>lnia  Cooniadt  was  |iei-formed  at  the  honu' 
of  the  bride  in  IS.')?.  This  ia<ly  is  a  daughtei-  ol 
.Vdani  and  Klizabetli  (Cogsdell)  Coonradt.  both  of 
wliom  weie  boiii  in  New  Brunswick.  X.  V.  Mr. 
Coonradt  was  a  farmer  who  t-ame  West  in  1K8(; 
after  his  marriage,  and  settled  in  the  township  of 
Milford,  Oakland  County  and  engaged  in  farming. 
lie  came  into  this  township  in  IKOT  and  settled 
upon  .section  19,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
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mid  lived  until  liis  death  which  took  place  in  1875. 
His  widow  survived  him  fui-  three  years  and  left 
nine  cliiUlren.  seven  of  uiinni  are  now  livinii. 
namely:  .Mary  (Mi-s.  Hunt),  t'atiierine(  Mrs.  J>oclv- 
wuod),  Klizalieth  (Mrs.  Seaver).  Malinda  (Mrs. 
Hayes),  Lousia  (^Mrt..  ^lann).  Leonard.  Lima  (Mrs. 
Hand),  and  ilannah  (.Mrs.  Lush).  Mrs.  .Seaver 
is  deceased. 

To  the  home  of  .Mr.  .Mnd  Mrs.  H.'Uid  two  children 
have  come  and  they  hear  the  names  of  .Selicia  1). 
and  Calvin  L.  The  ))rinciples  of  the  Democratic 
partv  are  those  which  in  the  jndsiinent  of  Mr. 
Hand  arc  liest  adapted  to  secure  the  well-heina'  of 
the  citizens  of  ourcmnitry  and  to  in!.:nre  the  pros- 
perity of  tjie  nation.  He  is  an  ardent  andetticient 
juemljcr  of  the  (irand  .Vrmy  of  the  Republic  and 
delights  in  its  reunion.  He  has  a  pleasant  hou.se 
and  lot  in  the  village  of  Howi'U  but  prefers  to  re- 
side upon  Ills  farm  which  he  is.actively  carryinu'on. 


ON.VLl)  .M.lNl'YRL.  Our  .-ubject  has 
jjj  abandoned  active  business  life  while  yet 
at  an  at>e  that  he  can  enjoy  the  pleasures 
that  his  lariic  jesources  can  yive.  and  in 
lhi>  he  >lio\vs  a  wisdom  <ireater  than  that  displayed 
b\    the   majority   of   men. 

He  w!i>  born  in  .Montudmery  Cinint\.  \.  Y.. 
Se|)tembei-  III.  \>^3\.  He  is  a  son  of  .lames  and 
.Mary  (.McCall)  Mclntyre.  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire Stale.  Oui'  subject's  father  was  there  an  e.\- 
tensi\-c  farmer,  but  foi-csi'cinu' yreat  o]i])ortunities  in 
the  new  State  of  .Michiiian.  he  came  \\  est  and  .set- 
tled in  I'nadilla  Township.  Livingston  County, 
lirst  laking  \\\>  a  ipiartei-  sei'tion  of  (iovernment 
land  of  the  claf.s  that  is  known  as  oak  openings. 
On  his  newly  acquired  tract  he  erected  a  log  house 
which  he  made  his  residence  until  death  overtook 
him.  .lanuary  2li.  1H72.  Hi>  wife  sur\i\-ed  him 
until  .lune  1.  L^^H. 

Our  subject's  [lalcrnal  grandsire  was  Donald  Mc- 
lntyre, whose  natal  day  was  .July  l(i.  I  ?."]!•.  His 
wife   was    Ann     Mclntyre,  and    the\    were    Ixiih 


natives  of  Scotland,  where  the  former  was  engaged 
as  a  shepherd,  but  after  ccnning  to  .Vmerica  he  be- 
came a  fanner.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
t'liildren.  one  of  whom,  .lohn  >kdntyre,  was  a 
soldici-  in  the  Revolutionary  Wai'.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
only  nine,  howevei-.  now  living.  They  are  Donald, 
.lane.  Peter,  Ann.  Hugh.  Flora.  Mary,  .lames  and 
.Faiiet.  The  Iwo  wlio  are  decea.sed  arc  l-^liza  and 
Ruth. 

The  religi(jns  training  in  the  homestead  was  that 
of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  both  pai'ents 
lieing  inembers  of  that  borly.  I'lie  father  of  the 
family  was  a  Whig,  but  in  latei'  years  became  a 
Republican.  He  was  honoied  by  several  positions 
I  within  the  gift  of  the  township  and  was  greatly 
respected  as  a  man  of  integi'ity  and  good  tinancial 
standing.  Our  subject  was  rai.sed  on  the  home 
farm  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twent\- 
six  years  of  age.  He  received  a  liberal  education, 
attending  select  .schools  in  Ann  Arboi-.  After 
finishing  his  course  of  study  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Ingham  County,  this  .State,  being 
thus  employed  liotli  before  and  after  marriage. 

^[r.  Mchitvre  made  his  tirst  |niichase  of  land  in 
White  Oak  Townshi)).  Ingham  County,  in  \X.'>H. 
j  \\  comprised  eight\'  acres  of  land  and  he  built 
thereon  a  tine  hewed  log  house.  He  later  added 
other  land  and  ini))roved  this  so  that  it  became 
resiarded  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  (he  district. 
He  rai.sed  tine  cattle  and  sheeji  ujion  the  j^lace. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  our  subject 
eiiliste<l  in  (  ompaiiy  A.  of  the  I-'iist  .Michigan 
Lngineers  and  .Mechanics  Reginieiit,  being  mus- 
tt're(l  into  service  in  December  IHOo.  .\fter  a  varied 
and  interesting  sei'vice  he  was  honoijibly  discharg- 
ed .and  returned  home  October  1.  IHt!.').  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  iuemoral)le  march  from 
.Vtlanla  to  the  sea. 

.\fter  returning  from  the  war  he  ><>U\  his  jilace 
and  moved  to  the  city  where  he  inirchased  prop- 
ertv  in  the  eastern  part  (.>f  the  town  and  upon 
which  he  now  lives.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
in  !«.')«  to  Miss  Olive  M.  Herrick  of  Waterloo, 
.lackson  County,  this  State.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  ,M.  and  .Sarah  E.  (Newman)  Herrick, 
n.-ili\>'s  of   New  York  where  the  former  was  a  boot 
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and  shoe  maker.  He  came  to  Micliigan  in  1845  and 
settled  in  Waterloo,  engagins:  soon  after  in  farm- 
ing. Of  eight  children  whieli  were  born  to  tliis 
couple  only  four  are  now  living,  Isaac  Ts.,  William 
S.,  Sarah  E.  and  Olive  M.  The  parents  died  in 
.Tackson  County,  after  a  long  association  with  the 
memliers  of  the  Presbyterian  religious  liody.  The 
father  was  originally  n  Whig  but  later  became  a 
Repuljlican. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  a  family  of  five 
children.  They  arc  (ieorge  IL.  Anna  M.,  Ella, 
Flora  B.  a  id  Donald.  The  eldest  son  married 
Mary  Smith;  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children 
(ilenn,  Etiiel,  Benjamin  II.  and  .losephine.  This 
son  is  a  farmer  by  calling  and  also  a  politician;  he 
is  now  Supervisor  of  the  township.  jVnna  M.  is 
Mrs.  .1.  II.  Smith;  she  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren (irover,  Letha  and  .Mclntyre;  her  husband  is 
also  engaged  in  farming.  Ella  is  now  Mrs.  I.  .1. 
King  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Lee  and 
Ermn.  Mr.  Jlclntyre  is  an  uncompromising  Re- 
publican, lie  is  a  member  of  the  I'nion  Veteran 
I'nion.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  t'liurch.  Our  subject  has 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  having  had 
nothing  to  begin  with  but  what  he  made  liy  his 
own  efforts. 


-^^ 


lfs^\  RS.  HELEN  L.  M.  LAKE.  One  of  the 
most  potent  factors  in  the  civilization  of 
any  section  of  our  country  is  to  be  found 
in  the  character  and  inHuence  of  its  women 
of  education  and  refinement.  Not  only  all  who 
come  ill  contact  with  them,  but  all  who  live  in  their 
vicinity,  are  insensibly  elevated  and  refined  bv 
knowing  that  such  women  are  in  their  midst.  This 
is  trebly  true  when  such  characters  add  to  their 
influence  the  power  of  a  gentle  and  amiable  dispo- 
sition, which  is  effective  by  its  very  apparent  lai-k 
of  aggressiveness,  for  it  arouses  no  opposition 
and  leads  the  way  to  higher  things. 

Such   a  character   do  we  find  in  the  widow  of 
George  B.  Lake,  whose  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  all 


who  knew  him  when  lie  passed  from  earth  in  1884. 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  Howell  Township, 
Livingston  County,  in  184;'),  and  was  the  son  of 
Rial  and  jNIary  F.  (Burt)  Lake.  His  father  was  an 
cducaeor,  being  at  one  time  a  professor  in  a  school 
of  high  standing  in  Philadelphia.  Vermont  was 
his  native  State  and  he  came  to  IMichigan  in  1838, 
settling  in  Howell  Township,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  through  all  his  later  years. 

The  education  of  (ieorge  B.  Lake  was  carried  on 
in  the  schools  of  Howell  and  was  supplemented  by 
home  instruction,  which  fitted  him  admirably  for 
his  matriculation  at  the  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor.  He  took  there  a  course  as  Civil  Engi- 
neer and  received  his  diploma  in  1 869.  Subsequent 
to  his  graduation,  Mr.  A.  A.  Robinson,  who  was  a 
classmate  of  his  at  the  university,  wrote  him,  beg- 
ging that  he  would  come  to  Kansas,  where  he  (Mr. 
Robinson)  had  secured  a  position  tm  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  Mr.  Lake  joined  his 
friend  and  became  Assistant  Engineer  in  1869.  In 
1871  the  young  man  had  advanced  to  the  position 
of  Division  Superintendent  of  the  Atchison.  To- 
peka ct  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  five  years  later  he 
became  Sui)eriiitendent  of  Track  and  Bridges.  In 
187S  he  took  the  position  of  principal  Assistant 
and  Consulting  Engineer,  and  in  1881  lie  liecame 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  same  road.  During  the  same 
year  he  was  taken  sick  at  his  home  in  Topeka,  Kan., 
and  died  of  pneumonia. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  had  taken 
place  on  Christmas  Day,  1H78,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  they  had  two  lieautiful  children,  (ieorge 
B.,  .Ir.,  and  Helen.  After  her  husband's  death  Mrs. 
Lake  returned  to  her  home  in  Howell.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Z.  H.  and  Lutheria  (.Tohnson) 
Marsh,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  old  Bay 
State.  Dr.  Marsh  received  his  medical  education 
at  Jefferson  College,  Philadeljiliia.  from  which  he 
took  his  diploma  and  practiced  his  profession  foi' a 
short  time  in  a  small  town  called  Ware  A'illage,  in 
Massachusetts,  before  removing  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  remained  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  until  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Howell.  Besides  carrying  on  his  jjrofession  here 
he  established  the  first  regular  drug  store  in  Howell, 
which  he  managed  for  twenty  years,  after  which 
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tiiiK-  his  lioalth  faiU'd  aiifl  tie  retired  from  active 
life.  He  has  now  readied  the  veiioralile  aue  of 
ei<rhty  years  and  was  lieieavcd  of  liis  liehived  and 
faithful  wife  in  \XX7.  Of  their  three  eliildreii  Imt 
two  are  living.  Mrs.  Lake  and  her  brother.  Edwin 
.L  Mar.sli.  wlio  is  a  lawyer  at  (iiaixl   Uapids. 

Since  Mrs.  Lake's  return  to  Howell  she  has  built 
a  fine  greenhouse,  the  only  one  in  the  eoinity,  and 
has  established  a  lloiiiishinu  business  in  cut  Howers 
and  iiotted  jilants.  She  also  looks  after  her  farm 
in  the  township  and  has  proven  herself  a  thorough 
and  systematic  business  woman.  The  home  in 
which  she  anil  her  children  reside  on  Ilulible  Street 
is  the  scene  of  a  harmonious  household  and  a  hos- 
pitalile  aboilc.  She  is  M  lady  whose  education,  both 
literary  ami  musical,  made  her  a  true  helpmate  and 
a  fitting  coiniianion  to  the  talented  and  highly  edu- 
cated gentleman,  wiih  avIioim  she  had  the  happiness 
to  spend  the  Inief  years  of  their  married  life.  She 
lias  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Lansing  .■iiul 
also  taught  music  in  IJig  Rapids.  Mich.,  and 
wherever  she  has  lived  and  in  whatever  circle  she 
has    nio\  ed   .she  h.as  been  alike  belov^'d  and  prized- 


)\VAi;i)  (  .(  IIAl'I.N'.  one  of   the  prom  incut 
attorneys   of  the  city   of   Lansing.  Ingham 

County,  has  his  office   at   No.  1  (18  ^Hchig.an 

.Vveniie  AVest.  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  since  IXl'A.  He  is  a  native 
of  (oiinecticut.  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Xew 
Haven.  .lime  .'L  1844.  His  father.  Rev.  S.  S.  (haiiiii. 
is  a  cleru'vman  of  the  Kpiscojial  (liiiich.  and  his 
mother,  who  died  in  187(1.  was  .liilia  (t'oan)  C'lia- 
pin.  Fntil  lifteen  years  of  age  ^Ir.  Cliapin  lived 
live  \ears  in  New  Haven,  two  in  New  York  City 
and  eiglit  near  Norwich.  Conn.,  and  then  came 
West  with  his  jiarents  and  located  in  the  city  of 
.Marshall,  Mich.,  where  his  father  had  been  called 
to  the  rectorship  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
city.  !Mr.  Chapin  as  a  boy  attended  .-eliool  in  Con- 
necticut and  ill  <he  city  of  Marshall,  and  gradua- 
ted at  Racine  College.  Racine.  Wis..  lecciAing  the 
degree    of  Bachelor   of   .\rt>    in    tlic   class  of  18(17. 


After  finishing  his  college  life  he  was  connected 
with  the  State  Department  of  the  .State  of  Michi- 
gan until  1871.  lie  then  entered  the  law  ottice  of 
.Messrs.  Dart  A'  Wiley,  in  Lansing,  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  1873  when  he  ojiened  an  otiice  and 
has  continued  in  |iractice  to  the  present  lime.  Mr. 
Chapin  held  the  oflice  of  Circuit  Couit  Commis- 
sioner for  four  years,  and  was  also  City  Attornev 
for  tlie  city  of  Lansing  for  :i  like  number  of  \c.ars. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  is 
a  memlier  of  the  ^lasoiiic  order:  he  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Chnrcli.  ami  for  ni;iiiy  years  h;is 
been  one  of  the  \\ardens  of  St,  Paul's  Church,  of 
Lansing.  ^Mr.  Chapin  was  married  on  .\pril  '22. 
1874.  to  Ella  R.  King,  of  New  "\"oi  k  City.  They 
have  three  cliihlren:  Cornelius  King,  Rov  Dike- 
man  and  Mabelle  Ro.se.  .Mrs.  Chapin's  father.  .Mr. 
James  W.  King  made  his  home  in  Lansing  from  I  87  I 
until  his  decease  in  188L  His  wife.  Mrs.  Hannah 
S.  King,  is  still  living,  and  resides  with  Mr.  Cha|)in 
and  his  wife.  The  Chapin  family  and  the  Coaii 
family  were  all  of  New  England  stock,  as  were 
also  the  families  of  >,k\  and  King.  Eor  the  last 
four  years  'Slv.  Chapin  has  been  connected  with 
the  legal  deparlnient  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
it  Saull  St.  ^larie  Railway  company,  and  for  the 
last  two  years  has  been  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
People's  .Saving  Bank  of  AVest  Bay  City.  In  ad- 
<lition  to  his  business  in  connection  with  the  rail- 
road, he  has  given  his  attention  to  general  law 
iiractice. 


*-^^! 


B  ■ 
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^^P^E()R(;E  W.  freeman.  The  manufactur- 
1|  ,=j  ing  interests  of  Lansing  form  a  very  con- 
"^^^lij)  siderable  factor  in  the  development  of  the 
rescuirces  of  this  city  and  section  of  this  .State. 
The  wealth  of  Michigan's  mines  and  forests  could 
never  liave  lieen  transniutiHl  into  gold  h:id  it  not 
been  for  the  touch  of  the  philosoi)her's  stone,  which 
in  this  instance  consisted  of  the  inventive  genius 
and  enterprising  spirit  of  the  men  of  the  .State. 

()ur   subject,  who    i>   the  Secretiirv  and  >Ianager 
of   the    Anderson    Road  (art  Company,    is  one  of 
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these  men,  bright,  shrewd,  enterprising  and  intelli- 
gent, who  have  helped  to  change  our  State  from  a 
wilderness  to  a  populous  center.  He  organized  the 
company  in  which  lie  is  interested  and  is  a  thor- 
ough and  practical  man\ifacturer.  He  was  born 
in  Locl<i)ort.  N.  V.,  March  12,  1844,  ^his  father, 
Robert  Freeman,  being  a  native  of  New.Tersey,  and 
later  Ijecoming  a  farmer  in  New  York. 

Robert  Freeman  emigrated  from  the  F^ast  to 
Farmiiigton,  Oakland  (Ountv,  ^Nlich.,  and  there  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  until  IK;');'),  when  he  removed  to 
Prairieville,  Hairy  County,  and  made  that  his  final 
home,  as  he  passed  away  before  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  man  who  was  dee])ly 
interested  in  ])ublie  matters  alt]io\igh  he  did  not 
take  an  active  i)ait  in  them,  but  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  F^piscopal  Church.  His  wife, 
who  was  of  Welsh  descent,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  jMary  A.  Chajiman.  Her  father  died  in  New 
Vork  .and  she  lived  until  188u,  when  .she  passed 
away  in  IMichigan.  F>leven  children  iiave  called 
lier  iiiotlicr  and  six  of  tliese  are  now  living,  two 
sons  having  lost  their  lives  in  the  Civil  War. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  a  little  fellow  of  some 
three  years  of  .age  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  about  eighteen 
miles  from  Detroit,  and  he  was  eleven  years  old 
when  he  went  to  ]5arry  ('(uinty.  where  he  studied 
in  tlie  district  schools  and  early  went  to  work  upon 
the  farm.  After  his  lather's  death  he  undertook 
the  management  of  the  old  farm,  which  consisted 
of  eighty-five  acres,  a  tr.act  of  land  which  he  still 
owns  and  which  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
In  1863  he  became  clerk  in  the  office  of  tiie  Regis- 
trar of  Deeds,  Ijeing  in  the  department  which  had 
charge  of  the  Abstract  of  Titles.  Here  he  remained 
for  one  year  only,  as  his  patriotic  impulses  led  him 
to  give  up  his  office  and  enlist  in  tiie  service  of  his 
country. 

Tiie  young  soldier  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K.  Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry,  being  mus- 
tered in  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  His 
regiment  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  raiding 
and  took  part  in  Price's  raid.  Mr.  Freeman  was 
detailed  as  clerk  in  the  Adjutant's  Department  and 


served  there  for  some  time.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
he  was  ordered  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  where  he 
was  mustered  out  and  discliarged  under  the  special 
order  in  July,  186;").  The  regiment  was  returned 
to  Madison,  from  which  point  they  dispersed  in 
August. 

The  oil  fever  was  now  at  its  height  and  tiie 
young  soldier  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  speculated 
for  awhile,  Init  <as  he  did  not  make  a  fortune  he 
soon  returned  to  Barry  and  again  entered  the  office 
of  the  Registrar  of  Deeds.  Here  he  continued  for 
five  years  and  in  January,  1871,  he  was  appointed 
Clerk  in  the  State  Department  under  ISIr.  Stryker, 
in  1872.  and  finally  became  chief  clerk  in  his  office. 
He  served  for  four  terms  under  jMessrs.  Sti  yker, 
Holden.  .leniiiso.  and  Covant.  making  sixteen 
years  of  faithful  service  in  tliis  office.  In  January, 
1887,  Mr.  Freeman  received  tiie  appointment  to 
the  office  of  Executive  Clerk  under  Gov.  Luce,  and 
by  virtue  of  his  appointment  he  was  also  Secretary 
of  the  Hoard  of  Pardons.  This  position  he  filled 
until  October,  1887,  when  he  resigned  his  office  to 
enter  business. 

^Ir.  F^reeman  liecame  an  incorijorator  of  tlie 
.Vndersim  Road  Cart  Company,  October  18,  1887, 
and  was  at  once  elected  its  Manager  and  Secretary 
being  a  large  stockholder  and  one  of  the  Directors. 
The  business  has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  they 
now  manufacture  a  full  line  of  the  carts,  making 
a  specialty  of  road,  track  and  sjieeding  carts,  and 
turning  out  from  forty  to  fifty  vehicles  a  day.  It 
is  a  thorough  manufacturing  institution  and  makes 
every  part  of  every  vehicle  in  its  output. 

The  happy  home  of  our  sul)ject  is  at  the  corner 
of  Ottawa  and  Cl.aypole  Streets  and  the  lady  who 
is  the  presiding  genius  liecame  Mrs.  F^reem.an  in 
(Ti-and  Rapids  in  1867.  lier  maiden  name  was  Carrie 
A.  ilead.  and  she  was  born  in  F'ishkill,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daugliter  of  Finch  Mead,  who  became  an  early 
settler  of  Michigan,  where  he  still  carries  on  a  fine 
farm.  Three  children  have  crowned  this  union; 
the  eldest  (ieorge  L..  is  already  a  young  business 
man  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Road  Cart  Com- 
pany, while  Edith  E.  .and  Joe  B.  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  !Mr.  F'reeman  lielongs  to  the  Inde- 
jiendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  to  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum and  to  the  Foresters.     His  wile  is  an  earnest 
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and  devoted  member  of  theC'ongreo'ational  Cliureh 
in  which  f^he  occupies  a  position  of  usefuhiess  and 
influence.  The  declarations  of  the  Republican 
party  embody  the  political  views  of  Mr.  Freeman 
and  he  is  most  earnestly  and  devotedly  attached  to 
his  party.  He  is  Chairman  not  only  of  the  Ward 
Committee,  but  also  of  the  City  and  County  Com- 
mittee and  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to 
county  and  State  conventions. 


\. 


'^~\ 


ENKY  G.  REYNOLDS,  ;M.  S..  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  was  bc>rn 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  .July  4,  1851.  The 
advent  of  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Reynolds 
family  to  the  United  States  dates  from  1(;84,  at 
which  time  lie  came  from  England.  The  family 
name  was  spelled  fv)r  several  generations  Raynolds, 
but  was  changed  to  Reynolds  by  the  father  of  our 
subject  because  of  the  conflicting  claim  made  to 
the  mail  Lhat  came  for  him  by  another  man  of  the 
same  name.  The  first  deflnite  knowledge  we  have 
of  this  family  begins  with  the  history  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  Raynolds.  a  Congregational  minister,  wiio 
was  born  November  26,  170(1,  and  died  May  11, 
1768.  He  left  a  son  who  was  known  as  Deacon 
John  Raynolds.  His  birth  took  place  in  Enfield, 
Conn.  His  son,  .lames  L.  Raynolds.  was  also  born 
in  Enfield  and  was  an  officer  m  the  War  of  1812. 
From  him  descended  .Tames  L.  Reynolds,  the  father 
of  Henr3'  G.  He  was  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  June 
7,  1811. 

.Tames  L.  Reynolds  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Ohio  in  1833  and  settled  in  Massillon, 
where  he  was  emploj'ed  as  a  merchant  for  fifteen 
years,  afterward  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
spent  fifteen  years,  successfully  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  In  1866  he  retired  from  act- 
ive labor  and  his  decease  occurred  in  California  in 
1873.  Henry  G.  Reynolds  spent  the  first  fifteen 
years  of  his  life  in  Chicago  and  was  n  student  for 
one  year  in  the  Higli  S<^'hool  of  that  city.  In  1H6() 
be  euteried  the  Michigan  State  Agricultural   Col- 


lege at  Lansing.     F^rom   tliis   institution  he  grad 
uated  in    1870    with    the   degree   of    Bachelor    of 
Science  and  in  1873  his  Alma  !Mater  honored  him 
with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science. 

After  graduating  'Sir.  Reynolds  spent  nearly 
three  years  in  Europe,  traveling  and  enjoying  an 
advanced  course  of  studies  in  the  laljratoiy  of  Dr. 
Fresenius  at  Wiesbaden  in  Germany,  lie  then  lo- 
cated at  Old  Mission,  Mich.,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  fruit-grower  until  called  to  his  present  position 
in  1885.  While  at  Old  Mission  he  was  especially 
interested  in  apple  and  pear  culture. 

On  September  24,  1874,  'Sir.  Reynolds  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Frances  J^lewellyn  of  Mexico,  Mo. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  was  born  F^ebruary  28,  1850,  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  Her  father,  Robert  Llewellyn,  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  England;  her  mother,  Abi- 
gail Knott,  was  born  in  Dulilin,  Ireland,  but  was 
of  English  ancestry.  The  motlier  of  Henry  G. 
Reynolds  Ijore  the  maiden  name  of  JMary  (ireen 
Duncan,  and  was  born  .lanuary  4.  18i;(,  at  Massil- 
lon, Ohio,  of  which  her  father,  James,  was  the 
founder.  He  was  a  man  of  recognized  aliility  and 
great  executive  power,  having  sterling  business 
(jualities  and  a  profound  interest  in  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  State.  He  is  still  remembered 
in  Massillon  as  a  man  to  whom  the  city  is  indebt- 
ed for  many  of  the  [jrivileges  it  now  eujoj's.  Fie 
was  also  one  of  the  earliest  developers  of  the  Upper 
Michigan  mining  district,  in  the  region  of  Negan- 
nee.  He  was  born  in  Concord,  X.  II.,  May  2,  1789, 
and  died  in  Chicago,  March  15,  1863.  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds is  still  living  and  resides  witji  her  son  at  the 
^Michigan  Agriculliu'al  College. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  (j.  Reynolds  are  the  parents 
of  six  children  wiiose  names  are  as  follows:  F'red- 
erick  L..  Roliert  1...  Duncan  L..  .lessie  1...  .Margaret 
V.  and  Graham  L.  Fiederick.  who  was  Iiorn  De- 
cember 21,  1875,  and  Robert,  liorn  .lune  25, 
1877,  are  student>  in  the  .VgricuUural  College; 
Duncan  was  born  October  2,  1871);  .lessie,  April 
22,  1883;  Margaret,  October  30,  1885,  and  Graham 
October  5,  1887.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  Slate  Board  of  Agriculture  from 
1879  to  1885.  Both  he  and  liis  wife  are  members 
of  the  Episco|)al  Church  of  Lansing.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  independent.     He  is  a  strong  believer  in 
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the  industrial  system  of  the  college.     During   his 

Secretar^'shi])  he  i)rei)ai-ed  and  i)ulilished  a  general 
index  of  the  agricultural  reports  of  Michigan  from 
1849  to  1888,  inclusive.  This  woi'k  has  been  ap- 
l)reciated  \>\  all  who  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to 
these  volumes. 

In  connection  with  this  luography  will  l)e  found 
a  lithographic  |)()rlrait  of  Mr.  Reynolds. 


\|pj)iOBEKT    .AI.    PORTER,      lie    of    whom    we 
te   was   born    in    Hillsdale   County,    this 


in  the  townshii)  of  Litchfield,  Deceni- 
lier  12,  18.51.  He  was  only  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and 
was  engaged  in  clerking  in  a  drug  store  at  Quiney. 
'I'hence  he  was  employed  in  a  dry-goods  store 
where  he  remained  for  tliree  years  and  was  then 
clerk  in  the  dry -goods  house  at  Litchfield,  remain- 
ing there  also  two  yeare.  His  advent  into  Will- 
iamston,  Ingham  I'ounty,  was  made  in  1875  and 
since  that  time  he  has  here  made  his  residence. 

On  first  coming  to  Williamston  our  subject 
was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store 
and  remained  there  for  six  years.  He  then  came 
into  the  hardware  store  in  the  year  of  1881  as 
clerk  for  Mr.  .Jessup  and  has  since  been  engaged 
here.  In  1878  ]Mr.  Porter  was  married  in  William- 
ston to  Flora  J.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Clark, 
the  mother  lieing  Margrette  (Shaw)  Clark.  They 
were  natives  of  Leroj-,  Genesee  Count}-,  N.  Y. 

This  union,  which  has  been  a  very  happy  one 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children — 
Clarence  H.  and  Howard  C..  both  of  whom  are 
at  home.  Mr.  Porter  is  a  Master  Alason,  being  a 
member  of  Williamston  Lodge,  Ni).  153.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held  office  under  his 
party  in  the  village  of  Williamston  for  the  past 
two  years.  He  has  been  Township  Clerk  for  six 
years  and  is  the  present  incumlient  of  that  pt>sition. 
Our  subject's  father.  Koliert  M.  i'orler.  Mas  one  of 
the  founders  of  Albion  College  and  he  of  whom 
■we  write  holds  a  life  scholarshij)  there  and  also  a 
life  scholarship  in  Hillsdale  College  ■which  ■was  pur- 


chased by  his  father.  A  brother  of  the  senior 
Robert  ]NL  Porter,  was  a  Representative  in  the 
United  .States  congress  from  Minnesota  and  a 
brother  of  our  subject's  mother,  .lacob  Stokes,  was 
a  memlier  of  the  Treasurv  Deimrtment  of  the 
Cnited  States. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  give  a  some- 
what extended  notice  of  the  parents  of  the  gentle- 
man of  whom  we  are  writing.  His  father  was 
Robert  "SI.  Porter,  a  nati\'e  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  who, 
in  an  early  day,  came  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich, 
and  followed  milling  in  Homer  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  afterward  went  to  Litchfield,  Hillsdale 
County,  and  there  ran  a  mill  known  as  that  of 
Fowler  &  Porter.  He  then  went  to  Scipio  Town- 
ship and  was  the  proprietor  of  a  large  establish- 
ment known  as  the  Porter  Mills.  Later  he  went 
to  Burr  Oak,  St.  .Tose])h  County,  and  there  ran  a 
mill  and  finally  located  in  (_iuinc.y,  Branch  County, 
and  was  there  engaged  in  the  milling  business  with 
a  Mr.  Rogers,  continuing  in  this  connection  until 
his  decease,  which  occurred  in  188.S. 

Robert  Porter,  Sr.  was  married,  in  Pliiladelplii;i. 
to  jMi.ss  Fanny  Stokes,  a  native  of  that  city.  She 
died  in  1859  in  Scipio  Township,  Hillsdale  County. 
Mich.  To  this  couple  were  born  four  children — 
Jacob  ^L,  Henry  C,  Harriet,  Robert  M.  anu 
Fremont  C.  Our  subject's  father  was  nearly  all 
his  life  engaged  in  milling.  He  was  a  Master 
Mason  which  was  greatly  to  his  advantage  in  pio- 
neer days. 


•^=r•J•=•5• 


ORTON  .AI.  Mt)XRt)E.  A  goo(lly  number  of 
veterans  of  the  late  war  that  were  drawn 
from  Ingham  County  still  survive  and  offer 
a  bright  example  to  the  young  men  who  are  com- 
ing up  to-day  of  the  disinterested  loyalty  th.<it 
prompted  them  to  throw  nil  into  the  balance  with 
the  chances  of  war.  for  at  that  time  there  was  no 
assurance,  in  fact  apiiarently  small  chance,  of  any 
remaneration  for  services  and  it  was  certain  that 
many  would  sacrifice  their  lives.     Our  subject  was 
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one  of  the  most  valiiint  of  tlie  regiment  that  went 
ont  from  his;  native  State,  and  that  was  detailed  to 
duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumlierland. 

The  gentk'nian  wlio  now  owns  the  model  farm 
located  on  section  H4.  Lero>-  Township,  is  a  native 
of  ]>ivingston  County,  this  State.  He  was  horn 
September  23,  1H4(I,  andlsa  son  of  Frauds  and 
l>uana  (Ilix)  Monroe,  lie  is  a  lirother  of  .1.  ]M. 
Monroe,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in  another  part 
of  this  AhiiTii.  l\eare(1  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  during  his  boyhood  life,  school  duties  and 
farm  duties  were  shared  with  the  balance  in  favor 
of  the  latter,  for  at  that  time  there  was  much  to  lie 
done  to  put  the  land  in  a  jiroductive  state  and  la- 
l)or  was  not  easy  to  be  had.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing as  soon  as  he  was  able  and  old  enough  to  do 
the  lightest  work,  and  although  he  is  not  among 
the  older  men  of  the  State  he  can  still  recall  many 
pioneer  experiences  relating  to  his  youthful   days. 

The  writer  doubts  whether  there  is  any  other 
nation  that  has  such  extensive  readers  as  are  the 
Americans,  and  although  ^Nlr.  ;\Ionroe"s  education 
would  not  be  considered  at  the  jiresent  time  a  lib- 
eral one  he  made  uji  the  deficiency  in  this  respect 
In'  broad  and  general  reading.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man  and  a  good  conversationalist.  August  14. 
1862.  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty- 
second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  fought  in  many 
of  the  battles  of  the  late  war  which  are  already 
celebrated  in  historj',  and  as  time  passes  will  stand 
out  more  prominently  in  the  history  of  the  nation. 
He  was  a  participant  in  the  liattle  of  Chickamauga 
and  was  there  wounded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  minie 
ball,  after  which  he  was  in  the  hospital  for  a  short 
lime.  He  was  discharged  from  active  service  De- 
cember 8,  1863.  after  which  he  returned  to  Michi- 
gan and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  State. 

After  returning  from  the  army  ]Mr.  Monrfie  was 
married  December  28,  1864  to  Miss  Caroline  Sim- 
mon.s,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Xancj'  Simmons, 
of  New  York  State.  This  worthy  couple  ha\e 
been  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Fred  L.  married  Miss  Lora  I>. 
Hubbard,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm;  Nel- 
lie A.,  Lewis  X.  and  Harry  A.  The  daughter 
is  now  the  wife  of  O.  W.  Stowe,  The  original  of 
our  sketch  farms  eighty'  acres  Of  as  good  land  as  is 


in  Leroy  Township.  Heis  a  memlier  of  the  ^leth- 
odist  Protestant  Church  and  morally-  his  character 
and  standing  is  without  repioach.  He  is  of  a  pro- 
gressive tendency-  and  seeks  to  encourage  every- 
thing that  tends  to  have  a  refining  and  elevating 
intluence,  both  in  this  family  and  in  general  social 
relations.  Politically,  our  suliject  is  a  Republican 
and  the  success  of  his  party  is  as  dear  to  him  as 
though  he  were  personally  interested. 


-j,}.,}.,5.4.^^^,}.4.4.,5,|_ 


PRANK  W.  smiMWAY,  M.  1).  AYe  are 
plea.sed  to  present  the  life  sketch  of  this 
professional  gentleman,  who  has  made  his 
mark  and  established  his  reputaion  in  Ingham 
Ctiunty.  His  father.  Charles  Shumway,  was  born 
in  1822  at  Evans'  Mills,  .Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
and  removed  while  still  a  young  man  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  jiiedicine  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  later  came  to  .lackson  County,  Mich., 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Najioleon.  After  a  number  of  years  he  removed 
to  Lowell,  Kent  County,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  18.59. 

Dr.  Charles  Shinnway  an<l  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
IJunton,  were  the  pai'ents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Charles  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  book  and 
stationery  business  in  New  York  City;  Frank  W., 
our  subject,  and  (xcorge.  The  father  carried  on  a 
drug-store  at  Lowell  in  connection  with  an  exten- 
sive practice  which  reached  thruugh  almost  every 
section  of  Kent  County  in  those  early  days, and  he 
w.as  considered  a  pioneer  all  through  that  region. 

Christmas  Day,  1856,  was  the  jjriraal  date  in  the 
life  of  our  subject  and  he  was  born  in  Lowell. 
Mass.  When  a  little  child  of  thi-ee  years  he  lost 
his  father  by  death  and  grew  up  under  the  care 
anil  guidance  of  his  mother.  They  have  always 
remained  together  and  she  now  makes  her  home 
with  him.  In  the  course  of  time  he  and  his  mother 
removed  to  Orand  Rai)ids.  afterward  to  Ionia  and 
finally  t<i  Lansing,  where  our  subject  commeiu-ed 
the  study  of  medicine  undei-  Dr.  C.  M.  Haden.  He 
afterward    studied    in    Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was 
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graduated  from  the  Western  Reserve  College  in 
1881  and  from  the  Medical  Department  of  AV^oos- 
ter  University  in  1881.  He  had  uaturall3' chosen 
the  Western  Reserve  College  as  his  Alma  Mater  as 
Ills  fntlier  had  acquired  his  education  there. 

Williamstown  became  the  scene  of  the  young 
Doctor's  first  efforts  to  establish  a  practice  and  his 
success  has  been  pronounced.  He  has  added  to  his 
social  prestige  and  influence  by  a  matrimonial  al- 
liance with  lone  W.  Crossman,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  D.  L.  Crossman,  of  whom  mention  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  This  marriage  took  place 
in  October,  1888,  in  Williamston.  Dr.  Shumway 
owns  a  residence  in  Lansing  and  some  fifteen 
building  lots  in  that  city,  besides  a  residence  on 
Grand  River  Street  E.,  and  other  property  in 
Williamstown.  He  is  a  Mason  of  both  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  and  is  Past  Com- 
mander of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Will- 
iamston, and  has  been  Village  Health  officer  foi' 
four  years.  In  politics  he  has  made  himself  one 
with  the  Republican  party  and  is  an  earnest  sup- 
jiorter  of  tlie  principles  ;ind  iiolicy  of  that  body. 


/  ♦e^*^* 


X 


EE  (;KA^'D  CLARK,     toiild  ;ui    old    set- 
tlers' meeting  be  held    at  some  convenient 
j  point    in    Ilartland.    Livingston    County, 


where  all  the  men  who  have  lived  in  this  State  and 
county  from  its  earliest  settlement  could  meet  and 
talk  over  the  experiences  of  liy-goiie  dMy>.  imniy 
would  be  the  interesting  adventures  and  dauger- 
ous  risks  encountered.  Although  our  subject 
would  not  be  the  oldest  of  these,  Ins  would  lie  no 
uninteresting  tale.  He  is  now  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  located  on  section  11.  of  Ilartland 
Township,  Livingston  County.  He  was  born  in 
Montgomer}-  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of 
Kingsliorough,  November  25.  1814. 

.  Our  subject's  father  was  Elisha  (liuU.  n  iKitive 
of  Connecticut;  he  was  a  shoemaker,  and  afterward 
became  a  maker  of  gloves  and  mittens.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  abt)Ut  forty-six  years  in  New   York 


State.  The  motlier  of  our  subject  lived  to  be 
seventy-six  years  of  age,  her  decease  tiiking  pl.ace 
in  her  native  State.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughteis.  All  but 
one  of  these  are  still  living.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  the  second  child  and  son,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  place  where  he  remained  until  twenty- 
tliree  years  of  age. 

Our  subject's  first  marriage  took  place  December 
1,  1837.  His  bride's  name  was  Catherine  M.  Vro- 
man,  a  native  of  the  same  State  with  himself. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sous  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  William  H.,  Wellington,  Edward  X.. 
Lanson  E.,  Arthur  B.,  and  Lorenzo  0.  William 
H.  is  a  resident  in  Hartland  Township,  and  here 
operates  a  farm;  Wellington  resides  in  Owosso; 
Edward  lives  in  Hartland  Township;  Lanson  who 
served  as  a  soldier  in  tlie  lafe  wnr.  died  in  188'J; 
Arthur  and  Lorenzo  both  reside  in  Hartland  Town- 
ship. The  mother  of  these  children  died  Se))teni- 
ber  14,  1850.  She  wiis  laid  away  in  all  tenderness 
in  Hodges  cemetery.  The  oldest  child  at  tlie 
time  of  her  death  was  foiuleen  years  of  age. 

For  three  years  .Mr.  (lark  kept  house  Avitli  his 
family  of  six  lioys.  the  youngest  being  only  two 
years  old  at  tlie  time  of  his  mother's  death.  It  was 
quite  a  struggle  foi-  him  to  fill  the  place  of  mother 
ns  well  as  father  foi-  his  mollierless  little  ones,  and 
iiKiny  wcic  till'  womanly  duties  that  he  was  obliged 
to  |icrforui.  .Mondays  he  gave  uj)  to  the  neccessary 
domestic  work,  washing,  ironing  and  baking.  .Vt 
the  end  of  three  years  he  again  married,  his  wife 
being  in  her  maiden  days  Abigail  G.  Bussey,  a 
native  of  New  York,  who  came  to  this  State  with 
her  parents  in  the  s|)ring  of  1843. 

.Vfter  our  subject's  lirsl  marringe.  he  located  in 
Ontario  County  in  the  tmvn  of  \ictor,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  for  three  years  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
tiade;  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  this  county  and  township,  where  he 
now  resides.  At  the  time  of  his  advent  here,  only 
seven  acres  of  the  place  were  improved,  and  a  little 
old  log  house  had  been  erected  li^'  some  previous 
owner.  He  was  to  work  the  farm  on  shares,  and 
so  ct)ntinued  for  ;ibout  eight  years,  at  the  eud  of 
which  time  he  purchased  it,  going  into  debt 
to    the   extent    of    $700    and     paying     the    ex- 
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<)rl)it;int  interest  whicli  wa.-  at  that  time  ilc- 
inniHk'd.  Ho  did  not  fully  clear  the  place  t'rum 
eucumbranees  until  18G0  and  lor  twenty  years 
made  the  original  little  old  log  house  his  home. 

Mr.  Clark  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hnndred 
acres  of  fine,  prodnetive  land,  most  of  whieli  is 
under  cultivation,  lie  is  doing  a  general  farming 
linsiiK'ss.  jiaying  es))ecial  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  certain  kinds  of  stock.  He  keejis  al)out  two 
hundred  head  of  sheep,  whicii  arc  i;ood  ln-eeds  ;iiul 
alwa\'s  liring  a  good  market  pri<'e.  Mr.  Chirk 
came  here  a  ])ooi-  man  and  with  ;i  large  family  to 
take  care  of  and  suffering  many  disadvantages,  it 
took  some  time  to  establish  him  in  a  good  financial 
position.  He  well  deserves  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence that  his  neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen 
accord  him,  having  been  throughout  life  a  .self- 
sacrificing,  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  one 
who  has  never  deviated  from  the  principles  of 
truth  and  honor,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
temi)tation.  He  has  been  awarded  several  local 
ottices  in  the  gift  of  tiie  township,  having  lieen 
Road  Commissioner  and  Path-master  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
rence  and  in  his  religious  relations  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Chinch. 


^>^^<i 


V-^,KOR(tE  hicks.  One  of  the  best  known 
'|[  ^ —  families  in  Putnam  Township,  Livingston 
\^|  County,  is  represented  by  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  opening  of  this  par- 
agraph. His  father,  Amos  Hicks,  was  a  Massa- 
chu.setts  farmer,  and  his  mother,  Mary  Love,  a  na- 
tive of  England  whence  she  ivas  brought  to 
.Vmerica  when  an  infant.  They  moved  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  1825,  and  settled  in  W.ashte- 
naw  County,  near  Ann  Arbor,  when  there  was  but 
one  log  house  in  what  is  now  that  beautiful  uni- 
versity town.  The  father  .settled  his  family  upon 
an  unbroken  farm,  to  which  tiiey  had  come  in  a 
wagon  drawn  by  an  ox-team.  Our  subject  was 
then  an  infant  in  his  motherV  arms,  and  in  cro.ss- 
ma  the  Mauniee  River  tlie  wagon  gave  a  lurch  and 


tlircw  niothi'i'  and  infant  out  inlo  the  deep  mud. 
The  wagon  wheel  passed  over  the  child  and  buried 
him  but  when  lie  was  extricated  and  washed  he 
was  found  to  have    sustained  no  injury. 

Indians  abounded  in  those  days,  and  there  wore 
but  few  whites  near  them.  The  savages  were 
friendly  and  neighborly.  aii<l  the  family  had  many 
interesting  experiences  with  them,  luit  never  any 
ditticulties.  .Mr.  Hicks  remembers  seeing  over  one 
hundred  canoes  with  Indians  in  tlieni  upon  the 
Huron  River  at  one  time.  The  father  was  a  great 
hunter,  and  provided  the  family  abundantly  with 
wild  meats.  He  dieil  in  1H33.  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  about  twenty-three  years  ago.  They 
were  the  jiarents  of  fifteen  children,  four  of  wh<mi 
are  still  living. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  6, 
1!^24,  and  as  he  wjis  born  in  Now  Yoik  State  just 
before  the  lemoval  of  his  parents  to  the  West,  he 
did  not  have  the  opjioi-tunities  for  educaticm  that 
had  been  given  to  his  older  brothers  and  sisters, 
foi'  a  ]ioor  man  in  pioneer  times  must  take  what 
lie  could  get  and  not  what  he  would  wish;  but  he 
•was  sent  for  a  short  time  to  a  subscription  school, 
and  received  home  training  in  true  principles  and 
in  love  for  his  country,  as  his  father  had  been  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  boy  grew  up  in 
the  wild  woods  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  began 
to  work  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough   to   do  so. 

When  eighteen  years  old  the  young  man  went 
to  Yiisilanti  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade,  and 
worked  at  it  for  three  years,  after  which  he  was 
employed  by  various  farmers  in  Washtenaw 
County  until  he  became  a  victim  of  the  California 
fever  in  1850,  and  went  by  the  way  of  Panama  to 
San  Francisco.  He  was  very  sick  upon  his  trip 
out,  suffering  from  Panama  fever,  and  was  forty- 
live  days  out  of  sight  of  land,  but  in  the  mines  he 
was  fairly  successful,  and  was  gone  for  tw'o  years, 
coming  back  bj'  way  of  Nlcaraugua.  When  he 
started  for  home  from  California,  after  he  left  the 
mines  he  was  met  Iiy  a  man  upon  a  mule  who 
stopped  him  and  questioned  hiin.  and  then  passed 
on.  Two  miles  further  on  he  met  him  again,  and 
the  third  time  he  met  him,  aud  he  evidently  in- 
tended to  roll  him.  but  for  some  reason  let  him  go. 

I'pon  returning  to  Michigan    ^Fr.  Hicks   bought 
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eighty  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  re- 
sides, finding  it  partly  improved  and  upon  it  a  log 
house.  He  had  had  enough  of  a  roaming  life,  and 
lieing  determined  to  remain  in  ]\Iichigan  he  estab- 
lished a  home  by  taking  to  himself  a  wife  March  10, 
1853.  Mrs.  Hicks  was  born  in  New  York  sixty- 
two  years  ago,  and  in  her  maidenhood  was  known 
as  Lucy  A.  Lowell,  whose  father,  Joseph  Lowell, 
was  an  early  settler  near  Scio,  AVashtenaw  County. 
The  home  farm  is  now  all  finely  improved,  and 
they  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Sand- 
stone Township,  Jackson  County,  whicli  they  have 
given  to  their  son. 

Mr.  Hicks  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  hard  work 
in  Livingston  County,  Michigan, and  all  the  build- 
ings upon  his  [ilace  have  been  put  up  by  him,  and 
he  di'ew  with  his  team  from  Saginaw  County  every 
stick  of  lumber  which  went  into  his  residence.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  as 
follow.s:  Mary  F..  l)orn  February  27,  1854,  now 
the  wife  of  Sharon  Swarthout,  of  Anderson,  and 
mother  of  three  children  ;  (ieorge  Henry,  born 
June  30,  1856,  who  married  Nettie  Thompson, and 
lives  in  Jackson  County  ;  Charles,  born  September 
1,  1861,  who  married  Eva  Hendee,  and  lives  in 
Jackson  County,  and  has  one  child ;  Herbert  M.,  born 
June  5,  1865  ;  and  Emma,  November  6,  1868,  who 
both  live  at  home.  To  all  of  these  children  the 
parents  have  given  the  best  educational  advantages 
which  were  within  their  ability  to  procure,  and 
although  deprived  of  such  opportunities  in  his 
own  childhood,  the  father  has  appreciated  tliera 
for  others,  and  in  his  position  as  member  of  the 
School  Board  he  has  been  etticient  and    judicious. 

Politics  have  ever  interested  this  intelligent 
gentleman,  and  in  his  early  days  he  voted  the 
Whig  ticket  and  later  the  Republican,  but  is  now 
attiliating  with  the  People's  party.  He  was  urged 
to  run  as  a  candidate  for  Supervisor  upon  that 
ticket,  but  declined.  He  still  carries  on  the  farm 
himself,  but  he  and  his  good  wife  are  both  suffer- 
ing the  effects  of  having  worked  too  hard  through 
all  their  younger  years. 

Mrs.  Hicks  was  the  daughter  of  Josejih  and 
Phebe  (Ives)  Lowell,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Vermont,  who  removed  to  New  York   in    1818, 


and  there  made  their  home  until  1837,  when  they 
came  to  the  Wolverine  State  and  settled  in  Web- 
ster Township,  Washtenaw  County,  upon  a  farm 
from  which  they  removed,  somewhat  later,  to 
Marion  Township,  this  county,  and  the  father 
died  there  forty  years  ago,  while  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  some  eighteen  years,  and  died  in 
Ingham  County.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
Hicks  was  born  September  3,  1829,  in  Victor 
Township,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  After  coming 
to  ^Michigan  she  attended  both  district  and  select 
schools,  and  thus  prepared  herself  for  teaching, 
which  she  pursued  for  some  time  in  Ingham 
County. 


*^^^^l@'@@l^^ 


■SNARLY  H.  SEXTON.     So  many  men  in  these 

Jl)  days  of  large  chances  have  made  more  than 

^     handsome  competencies,  having  l)egun  with 

[  \  nothing  on  starting  out  in  life,  that  sucli 
cases  have  ceased  to  be  remarkable.  The  qualifi- 
cations, however,  neces.sary  to  bring  about  such 
success  can  never  cease  to  be  worthy  of  our  admira- 
tion. He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  our  .sketch 
is  one  of  the  army  of  pushing,  aggres.sive  men  who 
are  never  satisfied  unless  they  can  attain  tlie 
highest  position  that  can  be  aimed  for.  Mr. 
Sexton  started  out  in  life  without  money  or  iiiHu- 
ence,  but  by  the  exercise  of  his  fine  executive  and 
financial  ability  he  succeeded  in  amassing  a  hand- 
some fortune,  and  attaining  a  social  position  in 
the  community  in  which  he  has  cast  his  lot  that  is 
.second  to  none.  He  is  universally  known  through- 
out this  vicinity  as  a  capitalist  of  undeniable  abil- 
ity. 

Mr.  Sexton  is  a  native  of  Sherburn,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  tliere  born  May  20,  1821.  He  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Janet  (Wallace)  Sexton,  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  former  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, although  he  united  the  employment  of  a 
builder  and  contractor  with  his  other  interests 
while  residing  in  New  York  State.  He  took  a 
contract   to    build  a  section  of    the   Delaware    it 
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Chesapeake  Cuii.-ll  :iiiil  nlsn  (UH'  on  thr  (lielKUiuo 
Canal,  where  he  went  ul'lei-  his  iiKuriasie.  .-ettling- 
in  Chenango  County.  Ileeanieto  Mieliigaii  in  tlie 
month  of  March,  1837,  first  locating  in  Washtenaw 
County  and  from  tlicre  later  coming  to  Livingston 
County  and  settling  three  miles  south  of  Howell 
on  a  farm  which  he  purchased.  He  died  Fel5- 
ruar>  14,  1845.  His  consort  was  spared  until 
1863,  passing  away  in  December.  Mr.  Sexton,  Sr., 
owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  of 
the  kind  that  is  known  as  oak  openings.  He  built 
thereon  a  log  house  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of  the  township.  He  was  of  Irish 
descent  and  his  wife  of  Scotch  descent.  They  had 
a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Their  names  are  as 
follows:  Octavia,  Augustus,  .lanet.  NVilliam,  Sarah 
P.,  John  H.,  Julia  A.,  Sanford  R.,  Sylvester.  Parly 
11.  and  David  H.  The  children  who  are  still  sur- 
viving are  Augustus,  William,  Sarah,  Sanford,  I'arly 
and  David.  Their  combined  ages  aggregate  four 
hundred  and  fift3'-nine  years. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  Whig.  He  and  his 
wife  were  followers  of  the  Methodist  Church,  join- 
ing it  in  its  primitive  da^-s  when  the  wearing  of  a 
Bower  or  ribb(jn  was  considered  a  sin.  He  was  a 
liberal  man  and  his  children  are  all  highly  respected 
members  of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 
Our  subject  was  raised  a  farmer  boy  and  lived  at 
home  until  about  twenty  years  of  age.  Such  edu- 
cation as  he  has  received  was  acquired  liefore  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  home 
and  began  working  for  himself  in  order  to  be  self- 
supporting.  In  1841  he  went  back  to  New  York 
and  was  engaged  on  tiie  New  York  A'  Erie  Rail- 
road, at  the  time  forming  the  acquaintance  of  the 
lady  whom  he  afterward  made  his  wife. 

Mr.  Sexton  was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss 
Lucinda  L.  Ooing,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  .lames 
and  Annie  (Young)  (Joing,  natives  of  the  States 
of  \'ermont  and  New  Hampshire  respectively,  their 
marriage  Iteing  solemnized  ^lay  >^.  \Xl'2.  Our 
subject's  wife  is  <me  of  seven  children,  live  of 
whom  lived  to  be  men  and  women  grown.  They 
are  Seneca  Y..  Samantha  T..  Sarah  A.,  Lucinda  L.. 
.lames  L.  and  .loseiili.  The  lady's  paternal  grand- 
parents were  .lonathan  and  Sarah  (  Kendall )( ioing. 


They  had  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  the  sons  becoming  Baptist  clergymen.  They 
are  Jonathan.  James,  Eliab  and  Ezra  and  Sarah, 
who  mariied  Rev.  Elijah  \V.  Freeman  a  Baptist  miu- 
inister.  The  first  named  was  President  of  the 
Granville  College  of  Ohio;  Ezra  wasVonnected  with 
the  same  college  and  al.so  had  charge  of  the  collec- 
tions for  the  colleges.  The  family  have  always 
taken  a  high  stand  in  educational  and  litei'arv 
matters,  being  known  far  and  near  as  men  of  un- 
usual culture  and  mental  training. 

After  his  marriage  in  1842,  Mr.  Sexton  returned  to 
Michigan  on  foot  in  order  to  settle  up  some  business 
matters  in  the  way  of  collection  and  notes  that 
were  due  here.  He  could  not,  however,  get  the 
money,  as  there  were  no  currency  in  the  country. 
He  managed,  however,  to  make  a  trade  for  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  (ienesee  County,  Avhich  was  the 
first  land  that  he  owned.  He  never,  however,  re- 
sided at  the  place.  Failing  in  getting  his  mone\ , 
which  he  wished  to  use  to  bring  his  wife  and  es- 
tablish himself  in  the  West,  there  was  no  alter- 
native but  to  go  back  to  New  York  on  foot  again. 
He  borrowed  -$2.")  and  accepted  from  his  wife  the 
little  store  of  money  that  she  had  laid  aside  out  of 
her  earnings  as  a  teacher.  AYith  this  he  procured 
a  wagon  and  one  horse  and  with  this  outfit  he 
brought  his  wife  and  first-born,  Sarah  A.,  at  that 
time  three  months  old,  with  the  few  things  that 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  their  existence.  They 
led  a  Bohemian  kind  of  existence  on  tlu'  way  hither, 
being  on  the  road  for  four  weeks,  during  which 
time  they  camped  out  over  night  in  their  covered 
wagon. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  couple  in  this  State 
was  in  Marion  Township,  Livingston  County. 
\\  here  our  subject  secured  forty  acres  of  land  and 
built  thereon  a  log  house.  Later  he  purchased  an 
adjoining  tract  so  that  his  farm  aggregated  one 
hundred  twenty  acres.  This  he  sold  and  bought 
one  hundred  sixty  acres  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township,  afterward  adding  forty  acies  more.  This 
he  lived  on  until  IHdd  and  mo\  ed  into  Howell  in 
1«()7,  building  a  residence  on  the  place  where  he 
now  lives.  Since  coming  here  lie  h.as  built  two 
houses  adjoining  his  home  and  owns  another  house 
near   bv.      He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres  of 
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land  in  Kansas  and  also  has  a  store  building  in 
Oxford.  Kan.,  and  as  the  3'ears  have  passed  has 
pnrthased  various  tracts  of  land  in  ^Miehiifan. 

Five  eliildren  have  come  to  tlie  parents  who 
have  made  their  struggle  so  bravely  and  have  done 
so  much  to  mitigate  the  hardshii)s  and  trials  that 
they  have  endured.  They  are  Sarah  A.,  Cornelia 
M.,  .lames  X.  P.,  (reorge  A.  and  C'arrie  A.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  now  Mis.  .lacol)  Iloagland.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  daughters — May,  Beatrice, 
Edna  and  Edith.  Cornelia  is  Mrs.  Horace  Hoag- 
laiid  and  is  the  proud  parent  of  three  daughters, 
Minnie  S.,  Mabel  (i.  and  (4eorgie.  .James  married 
CorlistaHatton;  George  A.  married  Eudora  Hatton; 
Carrie  A.  is  the  wife  of  E.  G.  Angel  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  sons,  Yanrenslear  T.  and  Harry  S. 

Mr.  Sexton  is  a  Re|3ublican  in  his  political  way 
of  tliinking.  He  fraternizes  with  the  INIasons  and 
religiouslsv  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  body  lie  is  a  Trustee. 

Ill  their  own  prosperity  they  do  not  forget  their 
early  struggles  and  deeply  sympathize  with  tliose 
who  are  situated  as  they  were  and  are  ever  ready 
to  give  a  helping  hand. 


4^ 


fer"«»C««ps= 


^ 


.ETER    DEAN.      Among   the  pioneer  fami- 
lies of   Livingston    County  none   is  better 
known  throughout  the  coinmunity  fian  the 
_  Deans,  who  came  hither  in  1837    when  the 

suliject  of  this  sketch  was  a  little  boy  of  seven 
years.  In  consequence  of  his  early  removal  to  this 
vicinity  this  gentleman  has  taken  almost  as  deep 
an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  county  as  though 
he  were  native  born,  .'ind  the  regard  and  esteem 
which  is  universally  granted  to  the  sturdy  and 
honorable  pioneers  of  the  early  days  lias  come  to 
to  him  liy  inheritance. 

The  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  which  emiiloys  the  energies  of  our  subject  is 
to  lie  found  on  section  '.).  Howell  Township. 
Peter  Dean  was  born  on  the  liHh  C)f  January, 
1830,  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  of  East- 
ern parentage,  his  father,  .losepli.  being  a  native  of 


New  York,  and  his  mother,  Sarah  Sigler,  having 
been  born  in  the  Keystone  State.  Joseph  Dean 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  after  coming  to 
Michigan  operated  a  farm  in  Brighton  Township, 
Livingston  County,  until  death  ended  his  labors 
in  1842.  His  faithful  and  devoted  wife  survived 
him  until  1863. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  suliject  was 
Daniel  Dean,  who  was  a  native  of  Wales.  He  was 
a  boot  and  shoe  maker  liy  trade  and  came  with  his 
wife,  Ann  Van  Horn,  to  Brighton,  Mich.,  the  year 
previous  to  his  son's  migration  hither.  He  here 
carried  on  a  farm  until  his  death.  Seven  children 
formed  his  household,  and  his  son  Joseph  had 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living', 
namely:  Peter,  Abraham  W.,  Rensselaer,  and 
Hannah  J. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  n 
farm  and  his  school  days  found  him  attending  the 
school  of  the  village  of  Brighton.  He  lived  at 
home  until  1842,  after  which  he  worked  at  farming 
in  this  county.  When  he  was  thirty  years  old  he 
jiurchased  a  piece  of  land  comprising  fifty  acres 
and  lived  upon  it  one  year  in  Shiawassee  County, 
but  he  did  not  feel  at  home  there  and  sold  that 
jiroperty  and  returned  to  Howell  Township,  where 
he  bought  sixty-three  acres,  and  somewhat  later 
added  to  his  estate  by  purchasing  seventeen  acres 
just  acro.ss  the  road  from  his  other  jiroperty  and 
upon  this  new  purchase  he  now  lives.  In  addition 
to  this  he  has  bought  forty  acres  one-half  mile 
south  of  his  home.  He  carries  a  fine  grade  of 
stock,  |i.aying  especial  attention  to  tine  horses  and 
good  sheep. 

The  first  marriage  of  this  gentleman  united  him 
with  Miss  Ilannali  Ackley.  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
Ackley  of  this  county,  and  by  this  marriage  there 
were  two  children,  Bertin  .1..  who  has  now  married 
Miss  Augusta  Tobin.  and  lives  ujton  a  farm  in  this 
township,  and  Claude  15.,  who  is  still  with  his 
father.  The  mother  of  these  sons  departed  life  in 
1886.  By  his  present  marriage  he  took  to  wife 
Mrs.  Maggie  Hodges  of  Clinton  County,  Mich., 
who  had  by  her  first  marriage  two  children,  Bertie 
and  Eda.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Margaret  (Bristol)  Cardinal,  natives  of  Montreal, 
Canada,  who  moved  to  New  York  manyj^ears  ago. 
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There  Mr.  Cardinal  died  and  the  widow  came  with 
lier  family  to  Clinton  County,  Mich.,  where  she 
lived  until  death  called  her  hence.  Of  lier  ten 
cliildren  four  are  now  liying,  namely:  Caroline, 
wlio  is  Mrs.  Isaac  Brown;  Maggie,  Mrs.  Dean; 
Sarah,  Jlrs.  Bradley,  and  Olive,  Mrs.  Bradley. 

He  of  wliom  we  write  is  a  public-spirited  man, 
who  has  ever  taiven  an  intelligent  interest  in  tiio 
political  movements  of  his  adopted  land,  and  has 
attached  himself  to  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
never  sought  otticial  position,  but  wields  a  strong 
iurtuence  among  the  men  of  his  party  .and  is 
looked  upon  as  a  leader  of  thought.  The  early 
experiences  of  his  father's  family  in  their  first 
years  in  this  State  are  full  of  incidents  of  interest, 
and  he  might  rec(.)unt  many  tales  of  hardship  and 
deprivation.  Upon  tlieir  first  coming  here  they 
were  at  one  time  destitute  of  everything  in  the 
eatable  line  except  potatoes  and  they  lived  for  an 
entire  week  uiion  baked  ]>otatoes  witliout  salt. 


OHN  H.  CHASE,  A.  B..  A.  ;\I.,  LL.  B.  Among 
the  citizens  of  Lansing  who  are  influential, 
in  public  offices  and  in  business  circles,  we 
are  pleased  to  present  the  portrait  and  bio- 
graphy of  Mr.  Chase,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  .lustice  of  tlie  Peace  and  his 
term  of  office  expired  May  4,  1891. 

Mr.  Chase  w.as  born  August  .5,  184(5,  in  the 
township  of  Bedford,  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
two  miles  from  Battle  Creek.  His  honored  father, 
Daniel  S.  Chase,  was  born  in  Charleston.  N.  Y., 
and  his  grandfather,  Benjamin  Cliase,  w.as  from 
Kliode  Island  and  at  an  early  time  removed  to 
Chase  Hill  on  Holland  Patent,  forty  miles  from 
Buffalo,  where  he  made  his  home  for  many  years. 
Tliey  belonged  to  the  old  Rhode  Island  Cliase 
family  and  our  subject  is  in  tlie  eighth  generation 
from  Aquilla  Chase  of  Colonial  fame. 

Daniel  S.  Chase  was  a  natural  mechanic  and 
early  took  up  the  trades  of  carpenter  and   mill- 


wright. He  was  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and 
easily  developed  his  carpenter  work,  so  as  to  under- 
take the  business  of  contractor  and  builder,  and  at 
the  time  of  liis  death  was  the  owner  of  both  a  saw- 
mill and  a  gristmill.  Numerous  mills  have  been 
favored  by  his  work,  as  he  put  in  Stanton  wheels, 
both  horizontal  and  upright,  in  many  places.  He 
moved  to  Baltimore,  Barry  County,  this  State,  in 
1854  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  tlie  township 
of  Baltimore,  where  he  put  up  a  sawmill  on  Cedar 
Creek.  In  1859  he  erected  a  gristmill,  which  he 
had  in  operation  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Octolier 
20,  1859. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  IXaniel  S. 
Chase  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Y.  Hicks, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Willi.am  Hicks,  of  Battle 
Creek  who  came  to  that  place  in  1835.  Her  three 
cliildren  are,  our  subject,  Franklin  -M.,  now  in 
Boyne  City,  and  Mrs.  Franeelia  M.,  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Edmunds  of  Baltimore  Township,  Barry 
County.  Our  subject  left  home  soon  after  his 
Lather's  death  and  lived  with  Mr.  Hicks  of  Cal- 
houn County,  but  the  mother  remained  at  the  old 
home  until  1863  when  she  went  to  Johnstown, 
Barry  County  and  in  the  year  of  1866  she  re- 
moved to  Olivet.  Her  son  John  resided  with  her 
ill  that  village  until  1874,  receiving  his  education 
and  being  graduated  at  the  college  there  during 
that  year,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Later  he 
took  a  post-graduate  course  and  afterward  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  earned  the  additional  degrees 
of  A.  M.  and  L.  L.  B.  After  this  he  was  for  a 
time  in  Detroit  and  in  Battle  Creek. 

While  in  Battle  Creek,  Mr.  Ch.ase  met  with  an 
accident  from  an  unruly  horse  and  had  his  knee 
l)adl\  injured,  which  caused  him  to  be  laid  up  for 
two  years.  When  he  was  able  to  be  about  again 
he  took  up  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  came  to 
Lansing  in  1882.  Here  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1887,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  candidate  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  although  the  wards  were  Demo- 
cratic he  had  a  large  majority  of  votes  against 
two  other  candidates  and  could  have  had  the  re- 
election, but  refused  to  consider  it.  Since  the  ex- 
piration of  his  office,  he  has  been   engaged  in   the 
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I;i\v  |ii;ifli(H'.  Mr.  (linsf  \vi)>  innrried  in  IHT'.t  \i> 
Miss  .\l)liio  >[.  DiiiisiiKuv.  (iMUgiiter  of  I'liilo  l)uii>- 
moiv.  wlio  wfis  rtu  old  si'ttler  of  Ypsiliiiiti,  Wnslitc- 
iii-w  Count V.  This  litdy  \v;i.-  born  ()Ltoliei-  20. 
IM;')?  !in<i  now  liMs  tlirec  cliiidrt'ii — Theron  1'.. 
i.ois  anil  W;ilti-|-  K. 

Mr.  (li.Msc  Ikis  liciMi  M  incnilK'i-  of  llu'  .Masonir 
orcU'i'  sinic  1H71,  liaviui;  joined  it  at  Olivet,  and 
scrvinij-  as  Senioi-  Deacon  in  1><72.  The  followinu' 
year  lie  was  elected  Wnrsliiiiful  .Mastei- by  a  special 
dispensation  from  the  tk)or  and  from  a  cliancre  in 
the  (irand  I^odu'c  by-laws  in  reoaiil  to  elections  in 
subordinate  lodaes.  lie  held  the  ollice  a  yeai'  anil 
a  lialf.  attending'  the  (ii'.and  l.oilt;-e  twice.  lie 
joined  l.ausinu  Lodi;e.  No.  :i;i.  in  iXH.'i  liy 
demit,  .-ind  he  ha>  licre  been  for  I  wo  year>  Senior 
Deacon,  Secretary  for  one  year  .•mil  last  year 
serx'cd  as  \\'orshi|)fnl  .Master.  lie  wa>  re-eleclcd 
to  that  ollice  but  declined,  accepting  in>1ead  ihe 
Secretaryship.  Durin"  the  year  when  he  wa> 
Master  the  Iodide  conferred  seventy-six  dcurce> 
!ind  had  fourteen  dejjrees  left  over  foi-  the  follow- 
ing year,  thus  brinoini;'  it  in  range  with  the  most 
important  ones  in  the  State  and  it  now  stands  lifth 
in  vAuk  foi-  active  work. 
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LONZO  C.   FILLKH.      'J'hc   name   at    the 
head  of  tlii.s  sketch  which  is  honored  and 
dignified    hy  liaving  been   tliat  of  one  of 
1^'  the  most  brilliant  men  in  recent  history  in 

America,  is  al.so  that  of  the  |)roprieti)r  and  owner 
of  tlie  farm  on  section  2.5,  AVilliamstown  Township, 
lugham  Couiity.  lie  was  heie  born  .lanuary  2.j. 
1H4H.  andhas  since  been  a  resident  of  this  place 
with  the  exception  of  about  six  years  spent  in 
Shiawassee  County.  He  remained  at  home  until 
about  thii'ty  years  of  age,  renting  the  faiin  of  his 
father  foi-  a  part  of  the  time. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  George  H.  Fullei.  a  nativi' 
of  Dutchess  County.  X.  Y..  who,  when  .a  young 
men,  learned  the  carpentei's  trade  and  when  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  came  to  ilichigan.  stopping 
fiist   neai'    Ann    .\rlior.       While    there   he    lost   his 


heart  to  a  maiden  of  the  district  whose  name  was 
.Miss  Deboiah  I5unker.  danghlei-  of  \\'illiani  Bunkei-. 
a  native  of  New  York  aiul  an  early  settlei'  near 
.Vnn  .Vrbor.  .Soon  after  theii-  marriage  they  came 
to  .lack.son  and  settled  on  a  farm  where  they  resided 
foi'  some  time.  The  following  children  came  to 
them  during  that  |(eriod  of  their  history:  Orlando, 
Dorman,  .lochroe,  Rebecca  andOetirge.  The  eldest 
son  is  now  deceased.  Dorman  is  a  resident  of 
Lansing  and  a  builder  and  contractor.  'I'hc  other 
children  are  all  deceased. 

In  IH-t2  ( ieorgv  ]',.  Fuller  came  to  Inghani  County 
and  settled  on  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  a  |iart  of  which  our  sidiject,  his  son.  now  re- 
sides on.  lie  liroke  and  cleared  this  tract  and  there 
realized  the  lianNliip  of  pioneer  life.  ,\flcr  com- 
ing to  Ingham  County  the  following  children  were 
born:  (ieorge  F..  .VIon/.o  C..  Warren  ;uid  Mary, 
lie  wa>  a  member  of  the  State  Militi;i  and  took  .a 
\'ery  prominent  stand  in  the  e:irl\  .affairs  of  the 
county.  .Mrs.  Deborah  (lUinker)  l-'iiller  died  in 
l.'^T.'!.  .at  the  .age  of  sixtv-three  years,  her  de- 
cea.-^e  occurring  in  \\'illiamston  \illagc  where  they 
had  resided  about  one  year.  ( )ur  subject's  father 
later  married  Catherine  (iratton.  who  now  resides 
at  AVilliamston.  Mr.  l''uller  returned  to  the  farm 
and  resided  about  two  years,  but  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  the  village.  His  death  was  accidental  and 
occurred  while  unloading  wheat  in  Williamslon. 
He  passed  away  December  24.  IHM.'i.  His  natal  da\ 
was  .Vugu.st   11,  1811. 

( )n  the  death  of  inu'  subject's  father  he  of  whom 
wc  write,  left  a  farm  which  he  had  purcha.-^cd  in 
Shiawas.see  County,  and  which  comiirised  one 
hundred  twenty -.seven  acres,  which  he  owns  at 
the  i)resent  time,  and  came  to  his  father's  farm. 
liy  purchase  he  came  into  possession  of  one-third 
of  one  hundred  twenty  acres  upon  which  he  now 
I'csides.  Having  a  home  and  all  the  eondilion.-  of 
domestic  happiness  excepting  a  wife,  om-  >iibject 
entered  into  the  iiiai'it:il  relation  Alarcli  l."i.  187(1. 
His  marriage  look  place  in  the  city  of  Lansinuand 
he  was  united  lo  Miss  l,uc\'  C.  I.arraiiee.  a  daughter 
of  William  L.  Larraljec,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
moved  to  Pennsylvania  when  a  boy  and  w.as 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  became  to  A\  ash- 
tenaw   Countv.   Mich.       .\.fter    reachint;'   manh 1 
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Mr.  Larrabee  was  married  to  Eliza  Jlulholand.  Tlie 
followino- children  were  the  result  of  this  union: 
The  three  youngest  died  in  infancy,  those  surviv- 
ing' are  William  C,  Jenny  I.,  Lucy  C,  Esther  1'. 
and  Silas  ]M.  In  1865  Mr.  Larrabee  came  to  lug- 
ham  t'ounty  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Williamston 
Township  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  wliich 
took  jjlace  in  1886. 

The  domestic  relations  of  our  subject  have  Iieeu 
very  happy,  his  devotion  to  the  farm  work  out  of 
doors  has  lieen  seconded  by  his  wife's  jierfect  house- 
keeping within.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children — lenny  M.,  Lucy  M.,  Nelson  A.,  and 
ILdwin  E.  Socially  Mr.  Fuller  belongs  to  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  lie  is  a  Mason,  being  a  member  of  a 
lodge  at  Williamston.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  term  of  Charles  E.  Paddock 
as  Supervisor  in  1888  and  has  since  been  elected  to 
the  same  office  three  years  in  succession.  Our  sub- 
ject had  only  the  advantages  to  be  gained  at  a 
coniinou  sciiniil  and  in  tlie  academy  at  Lansing. 


■»*^>^>^^^***^"^^ 


ANIEL  HERKIC'K.  The  owner  of  the  farm 
on  section  24,  Leroy  Township,  Ingham 
1^  County,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  this  district.  His  career 
has  been  identified  for  many  years  with  the  growth 
of  the  agricultural  district  wherein  he  lives.  He 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  November  30, 
1 830,  and  is  a  son  of  Rufus  and  Lucinda(Sherwood) 
Derrick.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  his  mother  of  Massachusetts.  He  was 
the  fecond  son  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth  and 
when  about  seven  years  of  age  his  parents  brouglit 
him  with  them  on  emigrating  to  Michigan. 

The  mode  of  traveling  was  at  the  time  of  our 
subject's  advent  into  the  State  very  different  from 
now.  They  traveled  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  with  an  ox- 
team.  They  then  loaded  their  household  goods 
upon  a  vessel  and  came  to  Detroit  by  way  of  the 
lakes.  Thence  they  resinned  their  ox-teams  and 
Ijroceeded    to  Washtenaw  County,  this    State,   the 


family  locating  in  Salem  Township,  that  county. 
Shortly  after  their  settlement  here  they  sustained, 
an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  the  father.  Thus 
the  widow  was  left  with  six  little  cluldren  in  a 
new  country  where  life  was  by  no  means  easy.  As 
can  be  imagined  the  young  people  had  to  shift  for 
themselves  as  best  they  could  and  when  a  mere  lad 
our  subject  began  working  out  for  two  shillings  a 
day.  As  he  grew  older  his  services  grew  more  val- 
uable and  he  was  able  to  assist  his  mother  in  sup- 
porting the  family.  His  school  advantages  were 
very  limited,  but  he  has  so  keenly  appreciated  edu- 
cational advantages  that  he  has  been  one  of  the 
most  ardent  promoters  of  the  upbuilding  of  educa- 
tional institutions  in  this  district. 

^Ir.  Ilerrick's  marriage  was  solemnized  October  6, 
18,53,  the  bride  being  Mary  J.  Roberts,  daughter  of 
E.  C.  Roberts,  of  Washtenaw  County,  a  pioneer 
of  the  aforesaid  county.  The  young  wife  encour- 
aged her  husband  so  that  it  was  not  long  until  they 
had  acquired  a  home  of  their  own  that  was  com- 
fortable and  cozy,  if  it  could  not  boast  the  elegan- 
cies of  fashionable  life.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  and  of  these  four  are 
still  living.  They  are  Dwelly,  Fred  E.,  Edna  B. 
and  Adda.  The  eldest  son  is  now  a  professor  of 
music  in  the  new  State  of  AVashington,  as  is  also 
the  youngest  daughter.  They  are  all  accomplished 
young  people  and  are  gi'eatly  resjjected  wherever 
they  are  found. 

In  1853  Mr.  Derrick  came  to  Ingham  Count}' 
from  Washtenaw  County,  settling  first  in  a  log  house 
on  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  acres.  It  was  at  the  time  very  wild  and  the 
work  of  reducing  it  to  its  present  finely  productive 
state  has  not  been  small.  The  experience  of  our 
subject  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  other 
pioneers  in  the  State,  in  that  he  can  recall  many 
an  instance  of  adventure,  and  even  of  tragedy, 
that  would  make  the  eyes  of  the  present  genera- 
tion grow  round  with  astonishment  or  fear.  In 
the  early  days  his  home  was  a  frequent  stopping 
place  for  the  Indians  who  were  constant  in  beg- 
ging a  night's  lodging  or  a  meal.  Mr.  Ilerrickhas 
served  as  School  Director  of  his  district  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  has  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in   both  church  and  school   matters.     His  life 
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has  been  characterized  by  strict  adherence  to  Chris- 
linn  principles.  Uolii  he  and  his  wife  are  niemliers 
of  the  ^Jetll<)dist  Ejjix'opal  Cliureli  and  liave  lieen 
M)  ciMHiected  fui-  years.  Our  subject  is  Steward  <if 
that  IkkIv  and  lias  filled  other  ofliees.  Altlioui;h 
one  of  tlie  older  men  who  still  enyaiie  in  active 
fanning',  ^li'.  lleirick  does  not  allow  himself  to  l)e 
li'ft  in  the  I'car  in  the  [irouress  of  liis  caliinu.  His 
farm  is  not  only  well  kept  up  hut  he  (jwiis  some  of 
the  linest  aoricullural  implements  thatare  the  latest 
pattei'n  in  desiun.  He  and  liis  wife  in  the  meridian 
of  their  career  enjoy  to  the  full  tin'  lilessings  and 
Md\anta<>es  that  are  aranted  them  in  return  for 
llu'ir  earU"  \'ears  of  lahoi'. 


i{S.  SALLY  ANN  OAKLKV.  .\mon.i;  the 
prominent  women  of  White  Oak  Township 
///  *  we  are  pleased  to  present  the  name  of  the 
lady  of  property  who  resides  on  section 
.'i.'i.  a  lady  who  is  notable  alike  in  lier  home  and  in 
social  and  church  cii'cles.  and  to  whom  is  univer- 
sally granted  tlie  esteem  and  respect  of  those  who 
know  her.  Mrs.  Oakley  is  a  native  of  New  York 
where  she  was  horn  in  1  S  I  1.  .-nid  slic  has  llicrefoi'c 
I'ounded  out  fourscore  years  of  a  haiijn'  life. 

IJichard  Oakley,  the  husband  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  l.sdi.  in  the  JMnpire  Slate,  theii-  wedding- 
day  lieing  October.  2;").  18:55.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Oakley  was  Sally  Ann  Oarrett.  Two  yeai-s 
after  m.Mrriagc  this  excellent  couple  staited  foi- 
Michigan  to  take  iKi.ssession  of  the  farm  which  Mr. 
( »akley  had  inirehased  the  previous  year.  Here 
upon  the  .same  section  where  the  widow  now  makes 
her  home  they  began  life  in  the  new  A\'cst  ami 
leared  their  family. 

The  children  of  Mrs.  Oakley  are  as  follows: 
Minerva,  born  August  13,  1837,  now  Mrs.  Thomas 
Turner,  and  the  mother  of  two  children;  William. 
W..  born  .Inly  19.  1839.  who  married  .lane  \'an 
Hnren  and  has  four  children;  Richard  S.,  who.se 
birth  took  place  September  25.  1841,  and  who  mar- 
ried, first.  Coi-nelia  Osman.  who  died  without  leav- 


ing; children,  and  the  second.  Sar.ih  Kiggs.  who 
has  <me  child,  and  .lames  (i..  whose  birth  took 
place  .lune  1,  1843. and  who  married  .Vddie  Hedge- 
land.  To  .lames  and  Addie  Oakley  was  one  child 
born,  ;\[ary  lledgeland.  and  who  is  now  married  to 
Mr.  John  Clemmcns.  The  next  son,  Andrew  .Jack- 
son by  name,  was  born  Sci)teml)er  5.  1845.  and  has 
now  passc(l  fioui  earth,  (ieorge  AVashington  born 
NoN'embcr  27.  I « 17.  m.-irried  ^laria  Hall  and  has 
two  childicn.  Kddic  and  l^lla  May.  Marv  .lane. 
born  February  17.  1X50.  is  nmiTiiMl  to  Wesley  Hay- 
ner;  Daniel  Potter,  born  Ajuil  5.  1.S52.  is  united 
with  ]Mary  Waffel,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  st)nsainl  a  daughter.  The  youngest  son. 
.bjnathan  Oakley,  born  ^larcli  25.  1S55.  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Oakley  is  liaxinga  line  business  and  genei-al 
farming  carried  on  on  her  estate  which  is  her  pro|)- 
erty  dui'ing  life,  and  she  jnits  the  work  m  the 
hands  of  her  sons.  The  farm  is  well  stocked  and 
they  ai'c  carrying  it  on  with  etiiciency  and  success. 
The  father  was  a  radical  Democrat  and  the  sons 
a<lhcre  to  the  sanu'  political  doctrine.  4'he  ^leth- 
odist  C  liurcli  is  the  religious  bod.\'  with  which  they 
aie  in  sympathy,  and  they  are  earnestly  interested 
in  Sunday-school  work.  Mv.  ( )akley  departed  this 
life  .Mt  his  hoMie  in   this  township  .Inly   111.  1877. 


,/:S54\  K'I'll  I'.   HAliKIS,   a    representative   citi/en 
of    section     \X.    Loi'kc  Townshii),   Ingham 


County,  is  a  native  of  (iene.see  County,  N. 
Y..  and  was  born  ;\Iay  111,  1842.  His  ])ar- 
ents  were  Daniel  and  Kliza  (Sage)  Harris,  n.atives 
of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  respecth'ely. 
The  lioy  was  broughl  up  on  the  farm  and  became 
a  tanner,  which  calling  he  has  pursued  through 
life.  lie  I'cceived  a  fair  education  in  his  youth 
and  hn^  been  an  e\ten-i\e  reaih'r.  in  which  way 
he  li.'i'  enlarged  .-inil  cnlix'ened  his  \indi'rstanding  of 
men  and  books. 

Our  subject  was  mairied  February  29.  1K7I.  to 
Mary  .T.  Wilson,  whose  mother.  Sarah  \Vilson.  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  her  father.  Robert,  was 
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Mil  |-jii;li>lim:iii.  \\\  this  ni;irria,i>v  two  cliildii'u 
well'  liiirii.  SiumIi  F.  mihI  .lolni.  Mr.  Ilairit'  first 
cum'  to  Mic-liii;aii  in  IJ^tUl  and  letunu'd  to  New 
York  to  secure  liis  hiide.  whom  he  lvrou2:ht  to  Ids 
new  liome  in  1)S71.  Here  the\-  settled  in  the  wild 
woods  of  Locke  Townsiiip  and  for  eiuht  years  did 
genuine  pioneei'  work,  and  suftere(l  from  tliat 
|ila!>ue  of  pioneer  life,  tlie  ajj'ue.  They  own  sonu 
eiuiity  acres  of  land  and  he  is  now  considered  one 
of  the  leadinji'  farmers  of  the  county. 

The  Democratic  [larty  enihodies  the  political 
piinci|)les  which  Mr.  Harris  endorses  and  his  help- 
ing liand  is  always  ready  to  forward  any  enterprise 
which  shall  Iiiiild  up  the  social,  industrial  and 
linancial  interests  of  the  county.  It  is  now  his 
third  year  as  a  school  olHcer  and  several  yeai's  afjo 
he  was  elected  .Instice  of  the  Peace  hut  declined  to 
ipialifv. 

.Mrs.  Ilarri>  wasliorn  .Xovemliei'  17.  l^<4;<.in  Essex 
('ount\.  N.  V.  \\  lini  her  father  first  emigrated  to 
Aiuciica  he  h.icatcil  in  t  anada  for  a  short  time  and 
Ihcii  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  died.  She 
has  one  brother,  Charles  D.  Wilst)n.  who  resides  in 
New  Yoik.  Her  father  was  a  (Quaker  in  his  reli- 
gions life  and  hei-  mother  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Kpiscoi)al  thurch.  In  the  social  circles  of 
Locke  Township  .Mr.  .uui  .Mrs.  Harris  fill  a  large 
and  important  i)lace  and  ai'c  depended  upon  to  lead 
their  neighbors  in  matters  of  mutual  iniportan<-e 
and  interest. 
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^^^K0R(;K  li.  \'.\N  AI'TA.  lives  on  a  line 
ll  ^— .  farm  of  li\c  hundred  and  tliiiti-en  acres  in 
V^j!  Meridian  Township.  Ingham  (oiinly.  this 
Slate.  He  was  born  in  Xorthtield  Township. 
Washtenaw  County.  .Inly  .'i.  1M,'{5.  His  parents 
were  .\aron  B.  and  Cynthia  (Banghart)  \:in  .\lta. 
who  were  natives  of  Xew  .Jer.sey.  They  were  mar- 
ried about  \H'2'.>  .and  in  1?<82  they  nio\  ed  to  .Mich- 
igan. Aiiivinti  in  Detroit  in  due  course  of  time 
they  started  for  their  new  home  in  AVashtenaw 
County.  It  is  prob.-ible  thai  Mr.  \':i\\  Atl.-i  located 
tiii-  land  in    \s->'i.      Al  am    r;ili'  llieie  wmsimiI  e\-en 


a  trail  leading  to  the    place    and    they  had  to  find 
their  way  there  by  means  of  a  pocket  coni|)ass. 

The  land  wdiicli  the  elder  ^Ir.    \'-au  ,\tta  had  lo- 
cated was  situated    nine    miles    northeast    of  Ann 

!  .Vrlior.  which  was  at  that  time  only  a  small  village, 
the  country  around  being  a  dense  wilderness. 
Only  a  very  few  settlers  had  arrived  in  the  county 
pre\ions  to  that    time.     His    nearest    neighbor  on 

I  the  south  was  six  miles  distant.  .Vaitni  A'an  .Vtta 
wa»s  a    |)Hlilic-.spirited    man    and    interested   in  the 

'  l)i-ogress  of  the  countx.  In  politics  he  wjis  an 
earnest  Democrat  and  wa-  one  of  the  first  Sheriffs 

I  of  Washtenaw  (  oniity.  He  was  a  successful 
fai-nier,  commencing  with  a  ipiarter  section  of 
land,  he  improved  it  .-ind  addeil  to  it  from  time  to 
time  imlil  his  death  which  occnned  in  1)^77.  and 
at  which  time  he  owned  a  valuable  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Aaron  ]',.  \'an  .Vtta's 
first  wife  die(i  in  1H.S7.  leaving  three  children — 
\\'illiain.  who  died  in  his  ninth  year;  Margaretta. 
who  was  born  in  \X'M  and  married  to  Hiram  Smith 
of  Pine  Lake;  and  (ieorge  B..  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  .Vbout  four  years  after  the  ileatli  of  liis 
lirst  wife.  Mr.  Van  Atta  was  again  married,  his 
bride  being  Elinor  Dowers,  a  native  of  Xew  York. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  four  of 
whom  still  survive. 

(Jeorge  B.  \"an  .Ufa  remained  at  home  atteiul- 
ing  the  ])ul)lic  school  and  helping  with  the  farm 
until  he  w^as  about  twenty  years  old:   he  also  spent 

'  one  term  in  the  Ypsilanti  State  Xormal  School. 
AN'lic'ii  aliout  twenty  years  of  age  he  lemoved  to 
the  township  of    Locke    .mikI     bought   one  hnndi'cd 

I  and  lifty  acres  of  land,  becoming  indebted  for  it  to 
the  extent  of  ¥900.  April  1.'!.  iS,".(;.  our  siibjeet 
WHS  married  to  Elizabeth  Smith,  a  claiit;iiter  of 
.lames  and  Elizabeth  Suiilh  o|'  Bath  'I'ownsliip. 
(  lint<ni  (  <Huity,  this  State.  They  were  natives  of 
Xew  ^drk  and  came  to  Michigan  in  an  etuly  day. 
settling  in  Washtenaw  County.  They  soon  re- 
iiio\cm1  to  Clinton  County,  however,  and  were 
••imong  the  earliest  settlers  there.  Mr.  Smith  died 
February  6,  18.56.  his  wife  surviving  him  until  tlu' 
following  autumn. 

Mrs.  \"an  .\tta    was    one    of    fourteen    ehihlren 

I    born  to  these  old  pioneers   and  at  the  |iresenl  date 

(  IS'.H  )   lhei-e  are  eiglil   ]-epresentati ves    of  the  f.'ini- 


622 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


ily  living.  -She  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County, 
November  12,  1836.  The  original  of  this  sketch 
reiTiained  on  his  farm  in  Locke  Township  until  the 
fall  of  1858,  when  he  exchanged  eighty  acres  of  it 
for  eighty  acres  of  the  land  now  occupied  liy  him. 
There  was  at  that  time  only  thirty  acres  partially 
cleared  when  he  bought  it.  He  added,  however, 
to  this  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  at  one 
time  eight  liundrcd  and  f<n'ty  acres  1\  ing  in  one 
ti-act. 

Eight  children  have  blest  the  union  of  our  suli- 
ject  and  his  wife.  Tliey  are  Cynthia  A.,  Carrie  .1., 
Rose  E.,  George  M.,  Thcoren  A.,  Octavia  B.,  Bertha 
('.  and  Fernando  E.  The  eldest  daughter  was  born 
,\pril  18,  1857.  She  was  married  to  Edward  Elliot 
of  Williamston  Township.  They  have  five  children 
wlioso  names  arc,  Bertha,  Maude,  Orlo.  Ray  and 
Mary,  Mrs.  Elliott  was  educated  in  the  High  Schools 
of  Ingham  County.  Carrie,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 80,  1859,  married  Ernest  Banghart  of  Lansing; 
she  is  the  mother  of  throe  children — -Arthur, 
(ieorge  and  Fred.  Mrs.  Banghart  was  also  edu- 
cated in  the  High  Schools  of  the  county.  Rose  E., 
born  December  18,  1861.  took  a  tliree  years'  col- 
legiate course  in  Hillsdale  College,  during  which 
slie  made  a  specialty  of  music;  George  M.,  born 
Se])tember  21,  1863,  took  a  course  in  both  Hills- 
dale College  and  the  Michigan  State  Agricultural 
College;  he  is  now  in  a  wholesale  and  retail  hard- 
ware establishment  in  Bucoda,  Wash.;  Theoren  A., 
boni  January  23,  1866,  took  a  course  in  Pouclier's 
Business  College  in  Ionia;  he  is  now  a  farmer  in 
Newton  County,  IMo.;  Octavia  B.  was  born  April 
20,  1870,  and  is  at  home;  Bertha  C.  was  born 
March  3,  1872,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Hillsdale 
College;  Fernando  E.  was  born  October  U),  1878, 
and  is  still  at  home.  Mr.  Van  Atta  has  always 
kept  a  good  grade  of  stock,  a  portion  of  his  farm 
being  especially  adapted  to  this  lino  of  agricultural 
business. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  memliers  of 
the  Froe-Will  Baptist  Church  of  Bath,  with  which 
they  have  been  connected  for  thirty  five  years. 
Their  commodious  brick  house  was  built  in  1879 
and  is  convenient  and  attractive.  The  attendant 
farm  buildings  are  also  substantial  and  capacious. 
In  politics  our  subject   has   always   been  a  Demo- 


crat but  never  an  aspirant  for  political  honors. 
The  family  have  a  host  of  warm  friends  in  Ing- 
ham County  and  are  universally  esteemed  by  all 
who  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  on  his  father's  side 
was  a  native  of  Holland. 


*'!*'5*+(^S^§i'5**'{''5'f: 
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\l(_^  AKRISON  O.  CALL.  The  gentleman  whom 
|l  rncle  Sam  has  seen  fit  and  proper  to  place 
at  the  head  of  postal  affairs  in  the  city  of 
Mason,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  liead  of  this  sketch.  Besides  being 
personally  a  man  whose  integrity,  intelligence  and 
fitness  for  the  ottice  render  him  eligible  to  such  a 
position,  he  has  the  additional  advantage  of  hav- 
ing served  the  country  in  its  hour  of  need,  and 
during  the  late  Rebellion  hazarded  his  life  in  the 
chances  of  war.  This,  in  a  wise,  is  a  sort  of  obli- 
gation that  is  recognized,  even  before  any  other, 
when  it  is  in  union  with  fitness  and  capability. 

Postmaster  Call  was  born  in  Springport,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  17,  1842.  lie  is  a  son  of 
Orlando  B.  and  Caroline  C.  (Crandall)  Call,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Colerain,  Mass.,  and  the 
mother,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  On  the  paternal  side 
our  subject  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  on  the  mater- 
nal,of  English,  thus  uniting  two  stanch  and  sturdy 
teini)eraments,  that  are  blended,  modified  and  beau- 
tified by  their  residence  and  adoption  into  America. 
Our  subject's  parents  came  to  this  State  in  1858, 
the  fiither  ))eing  a  Baptist  minister  wlio  had  early 
acquired  land  here,  so  that  our  subject  was  reared 
on  a  farm. 

As  a  boy  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing 
received  all  the  advantages  that  were  to  be  obtained 
in  a  country  school  and  the  additional  one  of  being 
a  member  of  a  family  whose  head  was  a  gentleman 
and  a  scholar.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  AV^ar  of 
the  Rebellion  young  Call  was  in  the  Union  .School 
at  Corunna.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A.  of  the 
Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  August  9,  1862,  and 
was  the  greater  part  of  his  service  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.     For  six  months  he  was  detailed  to 
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duty  :i?^  a  ^cuut  in  KiMitia-ky  and  'l\'nnes.set'.  (hii-in<i' 
whifli  time  lie  had  many  inti'i'estiuii'  and  exfiting 
adventures.  He  took  i)art  in  tlie  liattle  of  Freder- 
iekslinrii'.  «'as  also  at  Horseshoe  llend  and  at  (ircen 
Ki\'er  Kord.  He  also  exjierieneed  tlie  horrors  ol' 
war  in  the  l)a(tles  of  the  ^Vildernes.s  and  at  S|)ott- 
sx'lvania.  where  he  with  his  I'eiiinu'iit  was  enjiiigert 
in  a  hand  to  hand  eiu'onnter  with  a  i-ehel  lirioade. 
At  the  lattei-  place  he  was  captured.  e.sca|ied  an<l 
was  retaken  thi'ee  successixc  times  in  one  day.  .\f 
North  Anna  Hirer  he  received  a  sliojit  wound  in 
the  knee  from  a  minie  hail,  hut  wa.s  not  enousih 
wounded  to  incapacitate  him  for  service,  ^\'hilc 
scontiuii'  he  was  with  Lieiits.  M.  A.  Houan. 'I'homas 
('ami)liell.  of  the  iMiihth  Michigan  Infantry,  (apt. 
Thomas  Keaton.  Maj.  Mclielh.  of  Kentucky,  and 
William  Ihamlette.  a  son  of  (Jov.  Bramlette,  of  Ken- 
lucky.  These  parties  were  also  scouts  and  with 
lliem  he  did  <x(iim\  serxice.  At  one  time,  with 
(apt.  Ilo;;an.  he  penetrated  the  enemy's  lines  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  and  captured  five  rebel  sol- 
<liers.  and  lii(]UL;lit  them  to  canqi  as  trophies  of 
their  valor.  He  was  houorahlv  dischariied  May  ;!(i. 
ISH.K  Ml'.  (  .-ill  is  ])roiid  of  the  distinction  that  he 
was  one  with  lliirty  otiiers  who  opened  the  w;iy  in 
the  Confederate  lines  and  took  the  lirst  .-irtillery 
into  I'eterslmrti.  his  reirimeut.  with  tlu-  First 
.Michiuan  Sliarpshooters  and  the  Second  .Michigan 
Iiif.antry.  heiiii;-  the  tirst  to  raise  theii- colors  in  that 
city. 

.Vs  ma\  he  inferred  from  ihi'  lact  th.-il  our  snli- 
jeet  left  school  to  enlist  in  the  war,  his  education 
was  not  completed  ainl  he  was  more  than  ever  di.s- 
.satistied  with  his  att.ainments  after  ha\'ini;'  asso- 
ciated with  intelliueut  and  ln-.-iiny  men  durinii 
the  war.  .and  learuinu'  as  much  of  tlu'  country  as 
he  did.  so.  after  returning;  home,  he  entered  the 
public  school  at  Lansiiiii',  tliis  .State,  with  the 
iletermination  to  acquire  a  comi)lete  education. 
Our  suliject  w.as  married  ()clolier  20.  IH(i7,  to  Mi.ss 
Funie  K.  Lamb,  of  Howling  (4reen.  Ohio,  where 
she  was  born  October  27.  IH.'d.  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  O.  and  l'amcli:i  (('hainnan)  l>;imli_ 
both  natives  of  ( )liio. 

After  his  marriau'c  our  subject  devoted  hi-;itleii- 
tion  duiinu"  the  summer-  to  farming.  .aiKl  the  win- 
ter- were  -pent  in  tcicliiuL:.      He  was  thus  emp|o\  cd 


for  several  years.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Mason 
and  was  soon  atlei'  elected  .Justice  of  the  Peace,  in 
which  oltice  he  served  for  two  years.  He  then 
resigned  and  was  appointed  Under  Sheriff,  in 
which  capacity  he  otticiated  for  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  did  the  jirincipal  work  of  the 
Sherifl.  His  ability  being  recognized,  he  was 
elected  .sheriff,  served  two  years  and  then  retired 
to  his  farm  in  .Vlaiedon  Town.shi|),  Ingham  County. 
Mich.  During  this  time  many  demands  were  maiie 
upon  his  strength,  and  his  health  suffered  in  conse- 
i|uence.  and  for  a  year  after  the  expiration  ot  his 
term  as  Sheriff  he  traveled  in  noithern  .Michigan 
for  rest  and  recreation.  He  was  also  interested  in 
some  land  in  which  he  had  invested  in  Charlevoix 
County. 

The  tirst  lireak  in  the  domestic  life  occurred 
October  24.  1876. at  which  time  his  wife  died. leav- 
ing him  three  children:  Carrie  P..  bom  .Vugust  2."). 
I«(i8;  F<lith  F..  September  80.  1870;  and  Harry 
M'..  .Iiily  2!t.  187(i.  Our  subject  was  again  married 
Feliriiary  I.').  1881.  to  .Miss  Isaliel  Lindsay,  a 
daugliter  of  .lohn  and  Flizabeth  (Doniion)  Lind- 
say, ^[rs.  Call  is  ,-i  nati\'e  of  Lenawee  County. 
Alich..  being  there  born  .lune  17.  18.')."i.  liy  this 
marriage  there  is  one  chibl.  whose  ad\<'iit  into  the 
world  was  made  .lanuarv  (i.  1881. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  large  fam- 
ily, in  which  were  eleven  children.  He  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth,  and  besides  him.self  three 
of  his  bidthers  served  during  the  war.  Tliev  are 
.lohn  M..  who  lost  his  life  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  His  leg  was  shattered  by  ,m  shell,  and 
two  amputaticnis  being  necessai'y.  he  did  not  sur- 
vive the  suffering  of  a  .second.  He  left  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  still  li\iug  and  whose  name 
is  i;\a  M.  She  married 'William  Aliiiy.  of  Hornell.s- 
ville.  N.  V.  Henry,  who  served  two  terms  during 
the  war.  was  three  times  wounded  and  discharged 
(_>u  account  of  wounds,  but  afterward  was  accepted 
;is  a  shaipshooter.  again  reciiving  ;i  wound,  which 
is  an  honorable  decoijition.  testamen tar\'  of  his 
bra\ery  ami  loyalty.  He  now  lives  in  Loudon' 
Teun..  and  is  the  reci|iieiit  of  a  pension.  Anyus- 
tus  T..  who  ser\-e(I  two  years  in  the  First  .Micliiuan 
.sii.-irpshooters.  w.as  shot  through  the  l)od\-.  ins  lung 
being  penetrated  by  the  b;ill.      He  is  now  I'ostmas- 
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ter  at  Lake  View,  Montcalm  County,  Mich.,  and  in 
the  receipt  of  a  jiension  of  $16  per  month.  The 
war  record  of  Postmaster  Call  is  distinguished  for 
his  readiness  to  undertake  extra  duty,  as  he  never 
lost  an  oijportunity  to  volunteer  where  there  was 
a  dangerous  or  arduous  task  to  be  undertaken. 
He  was  the  first  one  of  the  three  who  volunteered  to 
remove  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  at 
Petersburg,  and  at  that  time  he  was  put  in  com- 
mand of  all  who  went  out  to  do  siich  duty.  The 
place  was  one  of  such  d.anger  that  it  was  considered 
sure  deatli  to  those  who  undertook  it. 

In  his  religious  relation  our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  has  ever  been  ready  to 
uphold  and  support  (rospel  work.  He  is  a  Trustee 
in  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Socially 
there  are  many  calls  upon  him,  and  he  is  in  con- 
stant requisition  when  a  speech  is  to  be  made  be- 
fore a  political  or  social  assemblage.  He  is  associ- 
ated with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  Master 
JIason.  He  is  of  course  a  memljer  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  lieing  regarded  with  affec- 
tionate admiration  by  his  comrades.  In  tliis  liody 
he  is  a  Past  Commander. 


•^^1 


BJ^H 


11^^^ 


KiBERT  TOMS.  We  lierewith  present  the 
sketch  of  a  prominent  and  wealthy  farmer 
'ii  and  stock-raiser,  wliose  home  is  upon  sec- 
tion 7,  Locke  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Genesse 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1825.  His  pai-ents,  Samuel  and  Celesta 
(Eldridge)  Toms,  were  natives  respectively  of  Sara- 
toga and  Washington  Counties,  N.  V.  Scotch  stock 
is  said  to  have  originated  the  family  on  the 
father's  side  and  the  mother's  ancestors  were  Irish. 
Kgljert  Toms  is  the  oldest  son  in  a  family  of  four 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
where  from  early  boyhood  he  engaged  in  farming. 
But  lew  educational  advantages  were  offered  him 
in  his  youth  and  he  has  found  it  necessary  to  sup- 
plement by  a  systematic  course  of  reading  the 
schooling  which  he  then  received. 

ligbert  Toms  and  Sophronia  Kennedy  were  mar- 
ried February  7,  1855.     This   lady    is  a  native  of 


Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the  mother 
of  .six  children:  Samuel.  Clara,  Zida,  fiermain, 
Ulys.ses  G.  and  Charles  M.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
Mr.  Toms  with  his  family,  emigrated  to  Ingham 
County-.  ]\Iich.,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  in  Locke 
Township  which  is  now  his.  He  has  taken  an  in- 
terest in  forwarding  the  educational  affairs  of  the 
citizens  of  the  county.  Ills  excellent  and  amiable 
wife  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  they  are  both  ever  active  in  promoting  move- 
ments which  will  elevate  society. 

The  interest  which  Mr.  Toms  maintains  in  tlie 
agricultural  community  and  his  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  the  laboring  man  have  brought  him  into 
connection  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  The 
beautiful  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
si)eaks  forth  the  praises  of  the  man  whose  system- 
atic hand  and  thorough  industry  have  brought  it 
to  its  present  prosperous  and  prolific  condition. 
This  estate  which  is  one  of  tlie  finest  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country,  is  represented  by  a  view  on  an- 
other page  of  the  Ai.itum. 


i>^^<! 


(Q>— 


OHN  W.  STELZER.  The  prominent  farmer 
whom  we  now  present  to  our  readers  was 
born  April  2,  1889,  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
)  of  which  country  his  parents,  Wolfg.ang 
and  Margaret  ( Kreial)  .Stelzer  were  also  natives. 
The  grandfather  who  likewise  bore  the  name  of 
Wolfgang,  was  a  farmer  and  the  father  of  three 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

His  son  Wolfgang  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  that  ever  came  to  the  I'nited  States  and  he 
migrated  in  1854  with  his  family  of  .seven  chil- 
dren namel}':  Margaret,  John  W.,  Adam,  John  B., 
Elizabeth,  .James  and  Henry.  He  settled  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Cohoctah  Township,  where  he  cultivated 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  this  was 
his  home  until  his  death,  December  7,  1876.  He 
was  sixty-seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  demise, 
and  his  good  wife  survived  him  for  seven  years 
dying  April  14,  1883.  They  were  both  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  possessed  of  unosten- 
tatious Cliristlan  characters. 


ill  j»*1Sq:  %■%*-■ 
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Our  subject  received  his  education  in  Imtli  llie 
German  and  the  English  lansfuaoes  and  thus  at- 
tained a  thoruugh  groiuiding  in  the  elements. 
When  nineteen  years  old  he  began  work  for  liim- 
self  and  labored  by  the  montli  for  three  years. 
During  the  last  of  this  period  he  received  the 
yearly  wages  of  $100  from  Dr.  Allen,  and  by  care- 
ful economy  was  enaltled  to  purchase  eighty  acres 
of  timber  land,  situated  where  he  now  resides  on 
section  i:i.  'I'liis  he  at  once  began  to  clear  aud 
put  in  condition  for  cultivation.  He  now  owns 
five  hundred  aud  ninety  acres  and  has  cleared  in 
all  ab()\it  three  hundred  acres.  Upon  this  farm  he 
has  placed  a  good  house  and  excellent  barns.  He 
has  not  only  kept  himself  clear  from  debt  but  has 
accumulated  means  aside  from  his  real  estate,  in 
wdiich  he  has  had  some  assistance  from  his  fathei  's 
estate,  from  which  he  received  ^1,800,  so  that  he  is 
nijw  tlie  lieaviest  tax  payer  in  the  township. 

It  was  in  May.  18().'5  that  Mr.  .Stelzer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ^largaret  Thumser,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Margaret  (Rank)  Thumser,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  185o  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  C'ohoctah  Township.  Their  daughter 
is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  as  is  her  husband,  and  in 
their  union  tliey  have  found  harmony  and  pros- 
perity. The  four  children  who  have  been  granted 
to  them  are:  Augusta,  Matilda,  Fred  .1.,  and 
John  B.  Augusta  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Sleider 
and  has  estalilished  a  home  of  her  own.  The  Lu- 
theran and  the  Evangelical  Churches  are  the  re- 
ligious bodies  with  which  our  snbject  and  his  wife 
are  respectively  connected,  and  in  their  church 
work  they  find  a  broad  field  of  influence.  The  at- 
tention of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  view  of  the 
pleasant  homestead  of  jNIr.  Stelzer,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 


•t^E-i-^E^  \ 


^^RANT  S.  BURGESS.     He  of  w-b(im  we  shall 

I'll  ^ ,  atteMii)t  to  give  n   short  biograi)liical  sketch 

X-s^Jil  in  outline  is  the  leading  mercliant  in  tlic 
pretty  town  of  Uriglilon.  Livingston  (  ounty,  tliis 
State.     He  is  also  a  native  of  this  State  and  county 


aud  conseqently  his  interests  naturally  center  here 
more  than  they  otherwise  would.  Pioneer  life  in 
Michigan  is  a  familiar  tale  to  him  and  its  hardships 
as  well  as  its  adventures  have  made  a  lasting  im- 
pression ilpon  his  miud.  Mr.  Burgess  was  born  in 
Putnam  Township,  this  county,  December  25,  1844, 
and  has  here  made  his  home  all  his  life,  having 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age  and 
attained  his  present  high  standing  by  his  own  tni- 
aided  efforts. 

Our  subject's  father,  Samuel  Burgess,  who  was  a 
native  of  New  York  and  born  sometime  in  the  year 
1809,  came  to  Michigan  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  182f),  with  his  mother  and  stepfather,  his 
own  father  having  died  when  he  was  quite  young. 
The  family  settled  near  Ann  Arbor  at  a  day  when 
settlers  were  few  and  far  between.  Michigan  w&s 
then  a  Territorj-  and  continued  so  for  several 
years  after  their  .settlement  here.  In  1833  our  sub- 
ject's father  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  locating 
in  Putnam  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  two 
years  later  took  up  a  piece  of  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, clearing  and  improving  eighty  acres. 

To  such  good  purpose  did  the  elder  Mr.  Burgess 
pursue  the  work  of  clearing  his  tract,  that  when  in 
18.54,  he  sold  it,  there  was  not  a  tree  standing  on 
it.  He  seemed  to  have  an  innate  love  for  the  for- 
est, and  that  \-ear,  after  disposing  of  the  farm  that 
he  had  improved  he  went  into  another  locality, 
that  of  Handy  Township,  and  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  on  which  not  a 
stick  had  been  cut  prior  to  liis  coining,  and  imme- 
diately began  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving 
another  faim.  Ilis  hard  work,  however,  did  not 
avail  him  much  in  the  end  for  his  health  was  broken 
down, and  he  saw  scarcely  a  well  day  after  locating 
on  his  new  farm  and  finally  died  in  1861.  He  was  a 
typical  pioneer  and  enduredmany  of  the  privations 
and  vicissitudes  incident  to  the  life  which  he  had 
adopted.  He  at  one  time  made  the  lireaking  of 
new-  land  a  business  and  at  times  owued  three  or 
four  yoke  of  oxen  which  were  in  constant  requisi 
tion  by  the  early  settlers.  A  liarder-working  man 
nt  \cr  lived. 

(>ui-  suliject's  molluT  \va>  in  licr  niaidiMi  days 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Pcny.  a  n;ili\i'  of  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.  ShE  survived  licr  Inisliand  thirty  years,  finally 
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passing  away  January  1, 1891,  at  the  good  old  age 
of  seventy-eight  years.  She  was  the  motlier  of 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  the  rudiments  of  his 
edncntion  were  received  iu  tlie  ])i(>neer  log  school- 
lioiise  of  liis  day.  and  tliose  wlio  Icnow  of  the  ad- 
vantages given  in  an  educational  way  at  that  time 
can  appreciate  tlie  fact  tliat  tlie  tliree  months  of 
schooling  during  eacli  winter  did  not  afford  mucli 
of  a  chance  for  any  great  accumulation  of  hook 
lore.  The  scliool  tliat  lie  attended  was  a  ini'e  dis- 
tant from  liis  liome  and  in  the  winter  lie  had  to 
wade  through  the  snow  to  his  boot  tops,  and  often 
so  long  would  he  be  detained  in  getting  home  after 
school  that  his  mother  feared  her  .son  was  lost  in 
the  snow.  He  is  familiar  with  some  of  the  hard- 
shi|)s  incident  to  pioneer  life  and  knows  the  suffer- 
ing for  want  of  suificient  clothing  and  food 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Burgess'  father  the  young 
man  began  working  out  by  the  month  on  neighbor- 
ing farms.  He  continued  to  so  employ  himself  for 
nearly  five  years.  In  18fi(>  he  acceitted  a  position 
as  clerk  for  William  McPherson  i  Son.  tif  Howell, 
Livingston  County,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
six  and  one-half  years.  As  an  employe  he  proved 
liimself  so  trustworthy  and  capable  that  in  March. 
1873,  they  sold  him  an  interest  in  a  general  .store 
which  they  had  established  at  Brigliton,  three  years 
before,  and  there  he  went  to  manage  the  Inisincss. 
Tliis  he  continued  to  manage  successfully  until 
1888,  when  the  firm  name  was  changed  fiom  Mc- 
Pherson &  Co.,  to  (J.  S.  Burgess  iV'  Co. 

Under  its  new  pi'oprietorship.  or  rather  the 
change  of  name,  for  the  management  continues  as 
before,  the  liusiness  has  grown  .-ind  Iims  pi-oAcil  |o 
be  very  protit;il)lc.  It  is  l<icntc(l  in  ;i  double-store 
building  that  is  lilled  with  i;oo(ls  coiii|iiising;i  good 
Stock  of  dry-goods,  groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  hats. 
caps  and  ready-made  clothing.  An  addition  to 
the  .store  was  made  in  18K(;.  ;\Ir.  Bui'gess  under- 
stands ])erfectly  the  requirements  and  needs  of  his 
patrons  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  so  well- 
assorted  a  stock  of  goods  that  those  who  jjatrfmize 
him  can  lind  nothing  to  br  lirtlcicd  in  his  line. 

'I'lic  originiil  of  our  ski'leh  b(c:inir  .-i  benedict  in 
1871,  at  which  time  he  was  married  to  JNIi.ss  .Sarah 
E.  Jenks.  a  native  of  Ohio;   she  is  an  ititelligent 


and  amiable  lady,  drawing  about  her  the  best  class 
of  people  in  .social  intercourse.  Their  union  has 
been  lilessed  by  the  advent  of  live  eliildren — Lan- 
tie  C.;  Ameli;i.  who  is  deceased;  (ieorge  S.,  Charles 
(i.  and  Bruce.  As  the  little  ones  are  growing  up 
to  manhood  and  womanhood  they  are  realizing  tlie 
fond  hopes  of  their  i)arents  in  becoming  intelligent, 
refined  and  educated.  Their  iiome  is  everything 
that  a  home  sliould  be  in  its  purest  sense;  not  a 
palace,  but  a  place  where  the  best  nature  can  de- 
velop undei'  the  most  fa\'orable  circumstances. 
They  are  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Our  subject  is  in  his 
political  liking  a  RepidDlicau.  He  is  libeial  in  his 
religious  views,  but  his  wife  is  :i  nicuiber  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 


r#= 
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<*  n>;ILLIAM  T.  ( 'OLl,S'J-KR.  This  icpivs- 
\/'\i/l  cntative  citizen,  residing  on  section  28. 
\y^J  Locke  Townshi)).  Ingham  County,  was 
liorn,  March  22,  1826,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Fhnebe  (Sharpsteen) 
Colister.  The  paternal  ancHistors  were  Scotch-Irish 
and  he  is  from  (rerman  stock  on  the  mother's  si(h'. 
( )f  ;!  large  f;uiiily  of  children  born  lo  his  parents, 
only  two  ;ire  living;  Knima  C.,  the  wife  of  .losepli 
Hedges  in  Ingham  County  being  the  only  sister  of 
our  subject.  When  about  twelve  years  old  this 
youth  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Oakland 
County,  this  State,  and  there  the  mother  passed  to 
her  rew:ir<l.  and  the  fntlier  die(l  after  their  re- 
nnl^■al  to  Clinton  County  .-i  nunilier  of  years  latei-. 
In  both  thesi'  localities  lliey  weie  considei'd  as  l)io- 
ncers,  as  they  settled  ujion  unbroken  l.-ind  in  the 
forest  and  cleared  it  for  cultivation. 

A  district  school  education  of  the  most  primitive 
kind  was  all  that  this  young  man  had  otfered  to 
him  lull  upon  that  .scanty  but  sure  foundation  he 
has  hiiilded  a  superstructure  of  intelligeiiee  and 
liroad  infonnation.  .as  he  has  cultivated  a  taste 
foi-  reading  and  has  fed  upon  sulistantial  literature 
Celestine  Fi-eeniaii  was  the  inaideii  name  of  the 
lady    who    became    his    wife     upon     the    .'?d     of 
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December.  1849.  She  was  lidrii.  October  28,  1829. 
ill  Xiagaia  C'ouiitv,  X.  Y.  Her  father.  David  Free- 
man was  a  native  of  Xew  York  and  her  motiier. 
Betsey  Thomas,  was  born  in  Connecticut.  The 
Freemans  are  said  to  be  of  Oerinan  extraction. 
To  her  jjarents  were  Itorn  five  children,  tliree  only 
of  whom  are  now  livino.  namely:  Orplia.  Harriet, 
tlie  wife  of  William  (iiinn  and  IMrs.  C'olister. 

This  lady  came  to  Michiuan  with  lier  jiarents 
when  she  was  lifteen  years  old  .■nid  in  the  woods 
of  Meridian  Township.  Tnuliam  t'ounty,  they  did 
])ioneer  work.  She  t.anght  four  terms  of  school 
after  coming  to  this  State  and  is  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  Her  three  living  chil- 
dren are:  Emma  A.,  wife  of  F.  A.  Feller;  jNlaiy, 
wife  of  W.  II.  .b)hiison  and  Henry.  The  Colisters 
came  to  their  i)resent  farm  in  the  fall  of  18.56.  and 
under  their  hand  it  has  greatly  im|nT)ved  so  that 
it  is  now  very  productive  and  in  a   tine  condition. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  C'olister  is  decidedly 
independent  as  he  casts  his  ballot  for  the  man  and 
the  measui-e  and  not  for  the  party,  and  is  ever  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  jniblic  spirited  and 
enterprising  men  in  the  townshi)).  Ilis  excellent 
property  has  been  gained  through  the  industry 
and  self-denial  of  himself  and  his  good  wife  and 
they  have  spent  their  lives  in  usefulness  and 
friendly  kindness  to  all  who  have  come  in  theii- 
Avay.  Their  farm  comprises  some  eighty  aci'es  of 
land  which  bear  the  indis|nitable  marks  of  the  hand 
of  a  thrifty  farmer.  Mr.  Colister  is  identified 
with  the  M.asonic  order  and  is  liighly  I'especfed  in 
that  body. 


T— r**"*T 


^RANK  P.  VAX  BUREX.  wholesale  and  ic- 
tail  grocer  and  dealer  in  (iroduce  at  Will- 
iamston.  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  F. 
C.  \'an  Bnren  and  a  grandson  of  .Tames  M.  ^'an 
Buren,  a  native  of  Xew  ,Tei-sey,  who  at  an  early 
day  became  a  pioneer  in  St.  .Toscph  County,  this 
State.  His  last  years  were  spent  m  Mendon.  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mich.,  wlieie  he  carried  on  the 
business  of  a  livery  stable.     He  reared  a  family  of 


three  sons  and  four  daughters,  his  son  George 
being  the  liuilder  of  the  Wakeman  House  at  Jleu- 
don. 

F.  C.  N'an  Buren  was  of  X^ew  .lersey  birth  and 
w.as  but  a  boy  when  he  came  to  this  State.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  engiiged  in  farming  wliieh 
he  carried  on  until  within  the  last  twelve  years 
when  he  has  retired  from  business,  and  merely  looks 
after  his  own  interests,  lieing  a  landowner  in  St. 
.losi'ph  Couiity.  He  was  married  in  that  county  to 
3Iary  Done,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Done,  who  died 
in  California.  ^Ir.  Done  was  a  farmer  and  miner 
and  also  a  successful  speculator.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  had  three  children  Frank  1'..  Eva  A. 
and  Maude. 

He  of  whom  we  write  tirst  say  the  light  in  Men- 
don Township,  St.  Joseph  County,  December  21, 
1821.  \t  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced 
clerking  and  for  about  four  years  was  in  the  gen- 
eral store  of  J.  B.  and  II.  Anderson.  He  then  went 
to  Coldwater  and  clerked  ff)r  W.  S.  Allen  and  was 
in  his  dry-goods  store  for  two  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  entered  the  wholesale  and 
I'ctail  drygoods  house  of  Donehoe  A'  Kiardion  at 
Muskegon.  Later  he  sent  two  years  at  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.,  and  afterward  traveled  in  the  West 
for  a  wholesale  tobacco  Hrm,  thus  acquiring  quite 
an  experience. 

The  next  move  of  this  enter|)rising  young  man 
was  to  enter  the  wliolesale  dry-goods  house  of  ^'oigt. 
Ilcrpolsliimer  tt  Co..  at  (irand  Rapids  and  in  1  8«2 
he  came  to  AVilliamston  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  produce  business,  having  sales  during 
the  first  year  to  aluiut  $10,000  and  in  18i»0  his 
sales  amounted  to  >i'7."),000.  He  carries  the  largest 
stock  of  groceries  that  is  to  be  found  along  the 
line  of  the  Detroit  <t  Lansing  Railway,  keeping  in 
stock  fully  *14,000  worth  and  is  an  extensive 
Iniyer  of  produce  in  ditTerent   jiarts  of  the  State. 

^Ir.  \'an  Buren  was  mairied  in  ISSl  at  !Mendon. 
to  Mary  Kline  whose  father,  a  native  of  (iermany. 
lived  and  died  in  his  native  home.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  tliice  children,  namely: 
Mabel  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Martin 
Clyde  and  Eva  Leona.  He  carries  over  *lo.(io(i 
life  insurance  in  the  Xew  York  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  in  the  Jlodern   AVoodmen.     He  has 
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a  fine  business  education  and  is  counted  as  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  in  the  eoimty.  He  i« 
strictly  temperate  in  his  habits,  as  neither  tobacco 
nor  strong  drink  ever  passes  his  lips.  His  political 
views  bring  liiin  into  atliliatiun  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  is  earnestly  desirous  of  the  mk-- 
cess  of  that  organ izptiou. 


/^^  HESTER  DEAN.  A  traveler  journeying 
(|(  p  along  the  highways  of  Conway  Townsliip, 
^^^  Livingston  County,  must  be  well  pleased 
Willi  the  appearance  of  llie  farms  wliich  greet  his 
eye.  They  are  well  fenced,  neatly  cultivated  and 
richly  productive,  and  wit!)  their  handsome  farm 
houses  and  substantial  and  attractive  iiariis  niid  out- 
buildings make  up  a  beautiful  picture  of  rural  pros- 
perity. These  farms  are  an  indication  of  the  wciltli 
and  progress  of  the  county,  and  among  tliem  we 
are  pleased  to  mention  that  of  Mr.  Dean. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  IHoGjin  (renesee  County, 
Mich.,  not  more  than  two  miles  from  I'liiit.  and  re- 
mained there  througii  his  infancy  removing  when 
two  years  old  to  Cohoctaii  Township,  J^ivingston 
County.  Thence  the  family  returned  t  j  Genesee 
County  and  afterward  made  their  home  successivel  v 
in  Brighton  and  in  Conway,  lioth  of  whicli  latter 
places  are  in  this  county,  and  finally  settled  upon 
the  farm  where  Mr.  Dean  now  resides. 

Daniel  Dean,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1824,  in  Kew  York,  and  was  twelve  years  old 
when  he  came  to  this  Stati  where  lie  still  resides. 
His  wife.  Lydia  Curtis,  wms  ;i  native  of  the  Eni|)ire 
Sl;iU'.  wlit'ie  slie  was  liiirii  in  I  .S-.^(;.  .■ind  to  tln'iii 
were  granted  ten  children,  four  (hiugiiters  and  six 
sons,  namely:  Mary,  deceased;  .John,  born  in  1H47, 
who  is  now  married  to  Mary  Carpenter  and  is  the 
father  of  two  daugliters;  Lucy,  who  has  married 
.Mliert  Nichols  and  has  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
Ici  :  Wiliier.  horn  in  IS.".],  (h'ccased;  TniniMii.  iiuir- 
ricd  Noriii;i  McKenn.  who  h;is  lir<juglil  him  Iwo 
chililieii;  Munis,  who  inaiiird  Lcviua  Can,  muiI 
has  one  child;   Chester;  Willard,  deceased,  born  in 


1858;  Martha,  born  in  1860,  and  married  to  Frank 
Randall,  by  whom  she  had  one  child;  and  Agnes, 
born  in  18C3,  who  married  E.  (ileason  and  has  one 
child. 

The  marriage  of  Chester  Dean  with  Laura  Halh- 
liurn  which  took  place  in  1887,  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ada,  who  was  born 
September  21,  1890.  Mrs.  Dean  is  a  native  of 
Conway  Township,  and  was  horn  November  8, 
1866.  Upon  his  farm  Mr.  Dean  has  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  head  of  sheep  and  has  an  average 
sale  of  s!p51.5  worth  of  wool  and  sheep  each  year. 
Besides  this  flock  he  lias  sufficient  stock  to  enalilc 
him  to  carry  on  general  farming  in  the  best  and 
most  progre.s.si ve  manner.  His  political  views  in- 
cline him  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket,  but  he  has 
leanings  toward  the  cause  vl  Proliibitioii  which 
render  him-  quite  independent  in  his  \dte,  as  he 
believes  a  man  should  use  his  o«  n  coinmon  sense 
and  judgment  r.alhei'  than  to  lie  Mindly  led  by 
iiarlv  leaders. 


■iYIOHN  H.  BRISTOL  is  perhaps  as  well  known 
as  any  man  in  the  townsliip  of  Tyidiie, 
Livingston  County,  as  he  has  made  liis 
home  in  the  county  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
and  has  always  been  highly  respected  here  as  a 
tlioi'ough-going  farmer  and  business  man.  His 
wife,  too,  shares  in  the  esteem  which  is  given  to 
him  and  she  has  a  high  standing  in  the  most  cul- 
tured circles  of  this  part  of  the  count\'. 

Mr.  liristol  \\as  iioin  April  21.  IS.'i2.  in  Kiisli, 
Monroe  County.  X.  V..  where  his  parents.  .John  V. 
•and  Sarah  (,Mn<iii)  I'.ristol.  vveiv  then  residing.  The 
fjither  was  born  in  Ivcnsselaer  County  and  was  a 
son  of  Bethel  and  Catherine  (Ileampstead)  Bristol. 
Bethel  was  a  shoemaker  by  tiade  and  in  later  years 
removed  to  jMonroe  County  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  and  his  good  wife,  who  were  both 
members  of  the  .Melliodist  Episcopal  Church, 
lirought  up  in  the  faith  and  gracesof  the  Christian 
religion  four  sons  and  three  daugliters,  as  follows: 
Lydia,  Tlioma,-,  Fannie,  .lohn  Y.,  .VIonzo,  Timothy  , 
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."Mi Chilean  and  seltted  in  Dccrtifld,  Livingston 
County,  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  aci-es  of  land, 
wliieli  lie  greatly  iniid'oved  and  lendei'ed  very 
productive.  Besides  enrrving  on  t'arniing  he  was 
a  cariienter  liy  trade  and  a  thorough  vvorknian. 
lli^  iiiothcj-  made  lier  home  with  Alonzo  in  her 
later  years  and  died  at  Coldwater,  ilieh.  lie  was 
twiee  married,  his  first  wife  having  died  in  New 
York,  and  his  second  wife,  Olive  Seal,  luiving  siir- 
^•ived  him.  She  had  six  children — Phielie.  ISetliel. 
Daniel,  l-'annie.  .lames  and  Cora,  while  tiie  chihlren 
of  the  liist  marriage  were  Sarah  C.  (deceased)  and 
.John  11. 

The  suliject  of  this  liiograpliical  sketcli  spent 
his  lioyhood  ujion  the  farm  and  took  advantage  of 
sueli  o|iportunities  as  the  district  schools  afforded. 
.\t  the  age  of  twenty  he  Ijegan  for  himself  in  tlic 
cooiiering  business,  and  in  it  continued  for  alioiit 
three  years,  after  which  he  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  in  Deerfield  Townshii)  whicii  he  cleared  and 
improved  and  upon  wliich  he  has  an  orclianl  of 
ten  acres.  The  family  w.as  established  in  its  jircsent 
home,  Ajiril  Ifi.  l(H7;?,on  sections  2'.tand  .'50.  Tyrone 
Townsliip.  The  estate  comprises  .some  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  .acres,  which  are  well-improxcd 
both  by  cultivation  and  buildings,  and  Mi:  lirislol 
owns  besides  some  forty  acres  in  Tyrone  Township, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Midland 
County,  this  State,  having  in  sill  over  four  hun- 
dred acres  besides  village  property. 

Prior  to  locating  where  he  now  is,  this  enter- 
prising man  pureh.ased  a  foundry,  bl.acksmith  and 
wagon  sliop  at  Parshallville  which  he  operated  for 
aliout  five  years,  lie  i.s  greatly  interested  in  hor.ses 
and  raises  many  line  animals,  lie  is  an  active  man 
in  the  Democratic  ranks  and  lias  .served  as  Justice 
of  the  Pe.ace  and  also  as  Notary  Public,  lie  has 
lieen  married  three  times.  Jiis  first  wife  being  Polly 
Iv.  daughter  of  Ira  and  Hannah  (  Parks)  .Marlile. 
who  carry  <iii  a  farm  in  Deerlield.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children  —  Ira  ()..  Charles  II.,  "Wells 
1!..  Clarence  .\..  .1.  AVard  and  Sarah  C.  She  incl 
with  hei-  death  liy  being  overturned  in  a  bngg\- 
and  being  thrown  violently  to  the  ground,  her 
neck  was  broken. 

The  second  wife  of  our  suliject.  ]\Iary  Cliaiiibei'- 


lin.  died  childless,  and  the  third  wife,  Alice  M. 
Seaton,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Kmily  Seaton. 
now  presides  over  his  home  and  shares  with  him 
the  respect  and  regard  of  his  neighbors. 


M^- 
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^^is|^  TEPHEN  P.  LEK  i  UT(  )N.  There  is  a  finely 
S^^  operated  farm  on  section  ."54,  Williaraston 
Township.  Ingliani  Coiinty,  that  is  owned 
by  liim  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  .sketch,  lie  is  a  grandson  of  Benjamin  Leigh- 
ton,  a  native  of  IMaine,  who  in  an  early  day  went 
to  New  York,  where  he  died,  and  .m  s<ui  of  Nathan 
Leighton,  who  was  born  in  Maine,  went  to  New- 
York  with  his  p.arents.  and  in  185')  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Ingham  County  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  Here  he  lived  with 
his  family  until  the  death  of  hi.s  wife,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Williamston.  spending  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there.  His  marriage  had  been 
.solemnized  in  New  Y'ork,  his  bride  being  Abigail 
Carll.  From  this  union  there  were  eleven  children, 
four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

After  the  death  of  Abigail  Leighton.  our  suli- 
ject's  father  again  married,  his  Mife  being  Mrs. 
Manda  Julian,  a  widow.  The  iiusband  died  in 
.Vugust,  1883,  and  JIanda  Leighton  died  in  1891. 
On  coining  to  Michigan  our  subject's  father  had 
bought  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  .acres  of  laud. 
This  he  had  for  the  most  part  cleared  and  improved 
and  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  best  interests 
of  Ingham  County.  Stephen  P.  Leighton  was 
born  January  19,  1837,  in  Wayne  Count>',  N.  Y.. 
in  Huron  Town.sliip.  and  was  liut  a  lad  of  sixteen 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan. 
He  lived  ;it  home,  giving  his  father  his  time  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  after  whicli  he  continued 
workingat  home  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
and  in  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Twenty-Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  during  the 
desperate  period  of  liloodshed  and  varying  foi'- 
tuiies,  was  a  loyal  soldier  to  tlie  cause  of  liberty 
Mild  equality.  He  was  honoralily  discharged  in 
hSfi.").  having  lieeii   a  particiiiaut   in   the  following 
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battles — those  of  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania, 
where  he  was  wuimdod  in  tlie  left  foot  and  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  remaining-  there  for  tliree 
months,  after  which  he  again  joined  his  company 
and  was  iiroinoted  to  the  post  of  First  Sergeant, 
afterward  receiving  a  commission  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. His  regiment  was  on  picket  duty  when 
(ien.  Lee  surrendered.  He  has  received  a  pension 
of  $-t  per  month  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

December  30,  1866,  our  subject  was  married  in 
Ingham  County  to  Miss  Rozella  Loranger,a  daugh- 
ter of  Nelson  Loranger,  an  early  settler  in  Ingham 
County.  Mrs.  Leighton's  mother  was  Jlary  Lor- 
anger and  to  the  parents  were  born  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters.  For  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  Mr.  Loranger  was  a  merchant,  l)eing  one 
of  tlie  leading  men  in  Williamston. 

As  the  fruit  of  their  married  life  seven  children 
have  come  to  our  subject  and  his  wife.  They  are. 
Ell  A.,  Hiram,  Nelson,  Rozella,  Stcplien  P.,  Annie 
and  Isadore.  Mr.  Leighton  lias  always  devoted 
himself  to  the  agricultural  calling  and  has  always 
been  a  hard  worker.  He  now  owns  seventy  acres 
of  land  whereon  he  resides  and  one  liundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  CraAvford  County;  he  also  owns  a 
valuable  lot  in  the  village.  Socially  he  is  a  Mason, 
having  attained  a  M.aster  degree  and  belonging  to 
Lodge  No.  153.  He  also  belongs  to  Eli  P.  Alex- 
ander Post,  No.  103  G.  A.  R.  A  Democrat  in 
principles  .and  prejudices  and  one  of  a  most  pro- 
nounced kind,  he  has  been  placed  by  his  party  in 
several  official  positions. 


"^^5&: 
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111  OSEPHUS  LARE,     The    earl.v    struggles    of 
!       some  of  the  men  who  have  made  a  financial 

dj    success  of  life  are  worthy  of  ree<mntal   and 
'    make    most  interesting  reading.     The  boy 

who  became  the  man  of  whom  we  now  write,  start- 
ed out  in  the  world  for  himself  with  a  manly  spirit 
of  independence  at  the  tender  age  of  ten  years. 
Two  13  suits  of  clothes  was  all  that  he  earned  dur- 
ing his  first  seven  months  of  work,  after  which  he 
Labored  for  one  month  tc>  earn  a  jiair  of  boots,  the 


first  pair  he  had  ever  had,  and  after  that  worked 

for  some  seven  months  for  one  man  at  the  rate  of 
5*2  a  month,  after  which  his  stupendous  wages  were 
raised  a  little  higher  and  during  the  next  seven 
months  he  had  1=3  a  month.  The  highest  wages  he 
ever  received  while  working  in  New  York  was  §8, 
and  during  the  last  three  summers  of  this  period 
of  his  life  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  same  man 
for  whom  he  worked  when  a  little  boy.  Notwith- 
standing his  small  wages  he  managed  to  lay  by 
•t200  during  the  last  four  \ears  that  he  was  thus 
engaged. 

The  home  of  our  sul)ject  is  situated  on  sections 
8  and  0,  (Jceola  Township,  Livingston  County.  He 
was  born  in  Montgomery,  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
March  13,  1832.  His  father,  Jacob  Lare,  wjis  a 
native  of  New  York  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  known  far  and  w  ide  as  one  of  the  best 
blacksmiths  in  that  region  and  horses  were  brought 
to  him  from  many  miles  awaj'.  He  was  located  at 
Searsville  and  Pine  Bush.  He  had  lost  his  father 
when  quite  young  and  had  therefore  been  bo\ind 
out  to  a  master.  His  marriage  in  New  York  united 
liim  with  Elizabeth  Bodine,  who  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford Township,  Orange  County.  Tliey  came  to 
Michigan  in  .lune,  1865,  but  their  real  residence 
here  was  not  continued  for  many  years  as  the 
mother  died  in  1869  and  the  father  passed  away  in 
1871.  Their  ln)Usehold  conjsisted  of  three  daughters 
and  three  sons. 

In  New  York  Josephus  Lare  received  his  early 
education  and  remained  there  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years  after  which  he  came  to 
^Michigan  in  1856  and  m.iking  his  way  directly  to 
West  Bloomfleld  Township,  Oakland  County,  began 
working  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  He  remained 
there  for  four  years,  doing  farm  work  summers  and 
chopping  cord  wood  daring  the  winters.  The 
wages  he  received  ranging  fr-om  §13  to  ¥16  |)er 
month. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Catherine  F. 
ISIerithew  took  place  in  Oakland  County,  Novem- 
ber 11,1858.  This  lady  was  born  in  Bloomfield 
Township.  Oakland  County,  December  10,  1839, 
and  she  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  William  and 
Philomela  (Wisner)  Merithow.  The  father  w.as  a 
native  of  Seneca  County,  N.   Y..and  the  mother  oi 
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Cayuga  t'tmntv.  ('•nx.  Winner  \vm>  mm  uik  ie  uf 
Mrs.  Lare.  It  wa?  April  2,  IfSay,  when  our  subject 
came  to  Livingston  County  and  he  lived  for  Ave 
years  with  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Lare,  after  which  he 
moved  into  a  log  house  which  still  remains  ou  the 
place  where  he  now  resides.  After  seven  years  in 
this  primitive  liunie  he  huilt  a  two-story  frame  house 
in  1872  at  a  cost  of  S3,500. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lare  have  had  ;i  large  l;nuil\  of 
fourteen  children  and  their  eldest,  Frank  II.,  was 
horn  December  17.  IXy'.t.  Me  was  elected  Town- 
ship Clerk  first  in  1H!S2  when  he  served  two  years, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1891.  He  married  April  2fi. 
1881,  Susan  R.,  daughter  of  T.  R.  and  Mary  .Staley. 
Mrs.  Frank  Lare's  father  is  sketched  upon  another 
page  of  this  volume.  She  was  born  in  Howell 
'i'ownshi]),  this  county,  April  27,  1859,  and  as  they 
have  no  children  of  their  own  they  have  adopted  a 
daughter.  Olive  Moody  by  name. 

The  second  son  of  our  subject  Geoi-ge  M.  W.  was 
l)orn  Novembei-  16,  1802  and  died  .June  16,  1882. 
Fannie  C.  who  was  born  April  6,  1865.  is  tiie  wife 
of  Lewis  Dickerson  of  Marion  Township.  C  lara  H. 
l)orn  March  28,  1867,  is  a  teacher  of  excellent  repute; 
:\Iary  .1.  born  March  5.  186i);  I'liila  E.  born  May  1. 
1S7(I.  died  May  12,  l«7(l;  Minnie.).,  born  Septem- 
ber 1 1.  1K71.  has  begun  her  career  .asa  teacher;  .Tos- 
ephus  born  April  1. 1873.  died  .luly  25.  1875;  IIi'l- 
ena  C.  born  .January  15,  1875.  and  died  Feliruar\- 
11.  the  same  year;  Myrta.born  .Iiuie  2.  lf<76;  Krnesl 
(;..  born  May  12.  1878.  died  October  19.  1889;  Ben- 
jamin (i.,  born  .January  30,  1881;  Nettie  P.,  liorn 
September  17,  1882,  died  November  9.  1889.  ami 
one  child  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

AVhen  Mr.  Lare  started  out  as  an  independent 
farmer  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  where  he 
now  resides  for  ^1,(10(1,  paying  ¥60  down  in  cash 
and  using  the  remainder  of  the  money  which  he 
had  saved  by  his  hard  work  to  stock  the  place.  He 
purchased  twenty-eight  sheep  as  his  first  stock  and 
he  added  both  animals  and  aci'es  until  he  now  pos- 
sesses a  fine  estate.  His  land  comprises  three  hun- 
dred acres,  two  hundred  of  which  have  long  been 
known  as  the  Conklin  farm.  Kvery  building  upon 
the  place  has  been  put  there  liy  him  and  the  tim- 
ber and  lumber  for  it  he  drew  from  Flint  and  For- 
estville.     He  now  keeps    on  an  aver.age  one  hun- 


dred and  eighty  head  of  sheep  besides  other  stock  in 
proportion.  He  built  a  frame  house  and  a  good 
barn  44x52  feet  for  his  son   in   1884,  at   a   cost  of 

•*i2,on(i. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lare  and  all  tiieir  family  with  the 
exception  of  the  eldest  son,  Frank,  who  belongs  to 
Presbyterian  Church,  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  there  is  no  household  more 
thoroughly  respected  or  more  useful  than  they. 
Our  subject  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday -school 
and  has  tieen  for  some  fourteen  years.  His  excel- 
lent wife  is  President  of  tlie  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 
Mr.  Lare  was  Supervisor  of  Oceola  Township  from 
IX^i)  to  lH8fi,  and  is  now  .Justice  of  the  Peace  an 
ofHce  which  he  has  occupied  for  eight  years.  He 
was  Township  clerk  fiom  1S61  to  1862  and  hn-^ 
Jjeen  School  Inspector  for  many  years.  He  has 
been  Class- Leader  in  the  church  and  also  Steward 
and  Trustee  in  the  same. 


-'-^ 


I^DWIN     R.    ]MERITHE\V.     This    respected 
liead  of  a  highly  esteemed  family  in  Oceola 

-^)  Townshii).     Livingston     County,    bears    a 

s|)lendid  record  as  one  of  the  noble  defenders  of 
the  old  flag  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  War.  It  is 
with  great  delight  that  the  historian  sat  down  lie- 
side  liim  to  listen  to  his  thrilling  details  of  the 
days  of  conflict  and  the  part  which  the  regiment 
to  whieli  he  belonged  took  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  the  men-  and  women  who  peruse 
this  volume  will  take  an  equal  interest  in  reading 
the  annals  of  his  life. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Springport  Town- 
ship, Cayuga  County,  N.  Y..  .January  21,  1831. 
His  father,  William  Meritliew,  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  whei'e  he  was  liorn  in  1813.  He 
w.as  at  first  a  farmer  l)y  occupation,  but  atone  time 
was  a  contractor  at  .Vuburn  State  Prison,  buyiag 
staves  and  lumlier,  and  engaging  for  seven  years 
in  a  general  business.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
1M32  and  located  in  Oakland  County,  Jiut  in  1833 
removed   to  West   Bloomfleld   Township,   in  that 
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county,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  and  In  1837, 
during  the  trouble  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
enlisted  as  Drum  ilajor  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Toledo  War.  He  remained  in  West  Bloomtleld 
Township  until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Oceola 
Townshij)  and  made  his  home  on  section  9,  where 
our  suljjeet  now  resides.  I'pon  this  place  he  made 
substantial  improvements  and  here  remained  until 
his  death,  wiiich  took  pl.ace  in  1871. 

Williiim  Merithew  was  an  old-line  Whig  and 
voted  that  ticket  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  at  the  convention  which  was 
called  for  that  purpose  he  was  a  delegate.  He  was 
Anti-slavery  in  principle  and  was  interested  in  the 
Underground  Railroad.  iNIany  a  negro  did  he 
help  to  send  through  to  Canada  to  find  freedom. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions  and  a 
memlier  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
father,  William  Merithew,  who  was  of  Pennsylva- 
nia Dutch  origin,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
a  soldier. 

The  mother,  Philomela  Wisner,  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  Count3r,  N.  Y.,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Moses 
Wisner,  a  New  York  farmer,  who  was  a  Colonel  in 
a  regiment  of  State  militia  during  the  War  of  1K12. 
In  one  conflict  he  was  entirely  covered  b.\-  the 
sand  which  was  thrown  up  by  a  shell  which  struck 
the  ground  near  him.  He  was  also  captured  l)y  a 
band  of  Cayuga  Indians  in  1813,  but  made  his 
escape  by  getting  them  to  smoking,  and  then  when 
one  of  them  left  the  door  open  he  slipped  out, 
and  hiding  in  the  corn  made  good  his  escape  by 
paddling  across  Cayuga  L.ake  in  a  large  potash 
kettle.  This  brave  and  crafty  Colonel  was  the 
father  of  Gov.  Moses  Wisner,  who  is  thus  the  uncle 
of  our  subject. 

Edwin  R.  Merithew  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  and  was  only  one  year  old  when  witli  his 
parents  he  migrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
His  entire  education  was  taken  in  the  log  school- 
liouses  in  "West  Bloom  field  Township.  Oakland 
County,  and  he  began  independent  work  ))y  labor- 
ing by  the  month  for  his  neighbors.  In  the  year 
1852  he  went  to  California,  making  the  journey 
by  water  by  way  of  Panama,  taking  the  steamer 
"United    States"     from    New    York    City  to    the 


Isthmus,  and  tliere  journeying  by  a  French  sailing 
vessel,  -'Fion  Brothers,''  to  San  Francisco,  making 
that  part  of  the  journey  in  sixty-seven  days.  He 
went  into  the  mines  at  Long  Bar  in  the  Yuba 
River  and  remained  there  for  three  years,  dividing 
his  time  erpially  between  farming  and  mining.  He 
returned  in  1855  bj'  the  way  of  Greytown,  land- 
ing at  New  York  City. 

Upon  the  young  man's  return  to  West  Bloom- 
field  Township  he  decided  to  give  a  "hostage  to 
fortune"  by  establishing  himself  in  his  own  home 
with  a  wife.  He  was,  therefore,  married  Septem- 
ber 8,  1856,  to  Harriet  Pennell,  a  native  of  that 
county,  who  was  born  in  1833.  In  1858  they  re- 
moved to  Oregon  Township,  Lapeer  County, 
where  they  took  new  land  and  began  cultivating 
it.  They  first,  however,  had  to  put  up  a  log 
house,  for  which  Mr.  Meritliew  cut  the  logs  and 
made  the  shingles.  This  palatial  residence,  meas- 
uring 211x26  feet  on  the  ground,  was  now  theii- 
home  while  they  improved  this  property,  and  they 
remained  there  until  1864,  when  tlie  husband  en- 
listed in  the  defense  of  his  country's  flag. 

Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  was  the 
body  of  troops  to  which  the  young  man  altaclied 
himself,  and  they  were  at  once  sent  to  Cincinnati 
and  thence  to  Louisville,  after  which  they  were 
ordered  east  to  Annapolis,  Md.  They  were  made 
a  part  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  upon  April 
9  they  were  in  Washington,  where  they  marched 
over  the  Long  Bridge  and  upon  May  6  took  jjart 
in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  after  which  they 
were  engaged  in  the  conflicts  of  Chancellorsville, 
Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg.  During  this  siege 
they  took  an  active  i)art,  and  as  he  was  wounded 
there  he  was  sent  to  the  hosi)ital.  where  he  re- 
mained for  six  weeks,  and  then  returned  to  Peters- 
burg, where  he  was  on  [iicket  duty  every  other 
night  until  the  28th  of  March,  1865,  and  was 
under  fire  for  one  hundred  days.  On  Ai)ril  2  he 
was  the  first  one  to  mount  the  defences  of  Fort 
Mahan.  and  this  was  the  last  conflict  in  which  he 
wiis  engaged,  as  after  this  they  went  to  Washing- 
ton .and  were  on  picket  duty  until  .July  3(1,  1865. 
His  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  seivice  at  De- 
troit, August  3,  and  he  returned  to  West  Blooni- 
lield    Township   and  worked    in  a  saw-mill   in  the 
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town  of  Commerce.  His  first  wife  liaving  died  in 
Septemlier.  1H63,  lie  w.as  united  with  liis  present 
wife  March  «.  IfSCO.  This  lady  w.is  l)orn  in  183,") 
in  Coninierce  Township,  Oakland  Coimty,  and  her 
maiden  name  w.as  Eliza  .T.  Compton.  After  this 
nuuriaue  he  removed  to  Oeeola  Township,  Li\- 
inustoii  ('(iiinty,  where  lie  now  resides  on  his 
father's  old  homestead. 

^li'.  Mei'ithew  has  two  ehildren  by  iiis  lirsl  mai- 
riaye.  a  daughter  .and  a  son.  The  daughter,  Aliee, 
is  the  wife  of  L.  Buckloo.  and  Charles  M.  is  a  ear 
ins])eetor  at  Owosso  on  the  Toledo  dk  Ann  Arbor 
Railroad.  By  his  second  union  he  has  six  chil- 
dren, wiio  are  equally  divided  between  sons  and 
daughters,  namely:  Flora,  the  wife  of  I'lie 
Batclielor.  who  resides  in  Oeeola  Township;  .Tacob. 
Inza.  Niiraii.  Edwin  R.  and  Oscar  F. 

One  hundred  acres  of  well  im])roved  land  forms 
the  estate  of  Mr.  .Merithew,  upon  which  he  is  car- 
rying on  a  general  farming  liusiness  and  where  he 
kecjis  from  eighty  to  one  luuidred  liead  of  sheep, 
lie  is  keenly  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
[lublic  affairs,  and  has  served  his  township  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Pe.acc  and  was  elected  in  18.^6  as  Con- 
stalile  of  West  IJloomfleld  Township,  being  the 
fiist  man  elected  on  the  Kei)ublican  ticket  in  this 
section.  For  fourteen  years  he  h.as  lieen  Scliool 
Director  in  Oeeola  Township.  He  is  a  freethinker 
in  his  religious  views,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
(irand  Army  of  the  Republic  .and  has  filled  almost 
everv  oflice  in  tlie  ijift  of  his  comrades. 


=5^=^ 
^)^^» 


ESLEY  EMERY.     Among   the  old  settlers 

Wof  Lansing,  who  have  been  efficient  in 
,  ^  building  up  tlie  city  and  making  it  what 
it  is  to-day,  in  the  social,  finiincial  and  liusiness 
world,  we  are  plea.sed  to  mention  Mi-.  Emer\-, 
whose  portrait  is  sliown  on  the  opposite  page.  He 
is  a  meml)er  of  tiie  llrm  of  Bartlett  cV  Emery,  deal- 
ers in  real  estate  and  in.sur.auce,  their  office  being 
located  on  Washingt(m  Avenue.  Mr.  Emery  came 
to  this  city  in  tlie  spring  of  1853  and  for  five  years 
had  charge  of  the  cit.\'  school. 

Our  subject  w.as    born    .lulv    18.    1821).  at  York, 


Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Nancy  J.  (AYesley)  Emery.  His  paternal 
ancestors  belong  to  the  old  New  England  stock  of 
Emerys,  and  Samuel  Emery  was  a  farmer  in  New 
York.  The  boj-  removed  with  his  i)arents  from 
Livingston  County  to  Cattaraugus  County,  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  attended  Genesee 
College  at  Lima,  N.  Y.  He  completed  his  Fresh- 
man, Sophomore  and  .Junior  years  at  that  college, 
l)ut  his  Senior  year  was  interrupted  by  the  failure 
of  his  eyes  and  he  had  to  leave  college  before 
graduation.  As  soon  as  liis  e\'es  would  permit  he 
began  teaching,  spending  two  years  in  this  pro- 
fession at  East  Avon,  then  in  Barry  Center,  N.  Y., 
for  two  years,  and  afterward  at  Barnegat,  N.  Y. 
After  one  year  there  he  came  "West  and  taught  for 
two  years  at  Graudville,  Midi.,  and  at  Lamontwas 
in  charge  of  the  Union  Schools  for  three  years.  • 
He  then  came  to  Lansing  and  after  following  his 
profession  here  for  five  years  and  for  a  while  at 
Okemos,  he  bought  a  large  farm  at  the  latter 
place. 

After  Mr.  Emery  gave  up  teaching  he  spent 
eight  years  in  traveling  for  A.  S.  Barnes  ik  Co.,  of 
New  York,  handling  their  school  books  and  having 
iharge  of  their  Western  business.  He  managed 
their  .agents  both  in  Michigan  and  other  western 
States;  and  having  thus  gained  experience  in  the 
book  business  he  established  a  book  store  in  Lan- 
sing, which  he  carried  on  for  ten  j-ears.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  iiis  business  and  again 
took  charge  of  Jilichigan  for  A.  S.  Barnes  ife  Co. 
After  three  years  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Bartlett,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1887  opened 
.an  office  for  the  transaction  of  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business.  These  gentlemen  handle  real 
estate  for  themselves  and  others,  and  also  represent 
a  number  of  insurance  companies,  both  in  the  line 
of  lile  and  fire  insurance. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Emery  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Lansing,  and 
later  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  in  whicli 
capacity  he  was  of  incalculable  value  to  the  city,  as 
his  thorough  education,  his  genuine  culture,  his 
breadth  of  view  and  experience,  have  given  him 
an  -exceptional  outlook.  While  on  his  farm  he  was 
several  times  elected    Township  Supervisor,  Treas- 
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iii-er  of  tlie  Michigan  Central  Fair,  and  occupied 
other  positioHf.  of  trust  and  lionor.  He  is  a  uieni- 
her  of  ^lasonic  Lodge  No.  33,  and  lias  long  held 
official  position  in  the  Universalist  Cluirch.  of  which 
he  is  a  prominent  member. 

In  18.51  iNIr.  Enierv  married  Miss  Adelia  (libson, 
of  Barrv  Center,  N.  Y.,  hut  in  less  than  twelve 
months  mourned  the  untimely  death  of  his  loved 
and  loving  young  wife.  Two  years  later  he  mar- 
ried her  sister.  Laura  E.  ( )f  this  marriage  was 
horn  one  son,  Archie  Martelle.  who  before  the  age 
of  three  years  was  bereft  of  a  mother's  love  and 
care,  for  death  again  entered  the  household.  This 
son,  A.  M.  Emery,  is  now  established  in  fnie  of  the 
leading  liot)kstores  of  Lansing. 

In  .January  of  1870,  ^Ir.  Emery  \v:is  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Van  Dervoort.of  Phelps. 
N.  Y.  This  lady  has  since  become  prominent  in 
the  reform  movements  of  the  day.  and  is  the 
author  of  a  little  book  entitled  ''Seven  Financial 
Conspiracies. ■■  which  is  attracting  much  attcnlidn 
at  the  present  time. 


^ 


NDREW    E.    SAWYEU.      The  highlv   re- 

(Ks/L  li  spected  family  at  whose  head  stands  the  man 

'  whose  name  we  have  just  given,  exerts  a 

powerful  influence  for  good  in  (Treen  Oak 
Townshi}).  and  indeed  throughout  Livingston 
County,  and  wherever  its  members  are  known.  ■ 
Character  always  must  tell  in  its  effect  upon  those 
who  meet  it,  and  there  is  no  such  argument  for 
uprightness  and  intelligence  as  an  upright  and 
intelligent  life. 

Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  in  Hamburg  Townshi]j,  .lune  12,  1835.  His 
father,  Caleb  Sawyer,  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1811,  and  in  bis  early  years  removed  to  New 
Y'ork,  where  he  became  a  farmer.  Jlichigan 
became  his  home  in  1834,  and  he  then  took  ui) 
land  in  Green  Oak  Township,  and  brought  on  his 
family  the  following  spring,  thus  licconiing  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  this  region.  He  did  much  pio- 
neer work,  and  having  subdued  the  wilderness  and 


placed  his  farm  in  a  productive  condition,  passed 
here  the  remainder  of  his  days,  d\  ing  in  188'2. 

Caleb  Saw3er  came  to  this  .State  with  limited 
means,  Init  he  was  a  man  of  enterprise  and  soon 
built  uj)  a  flourishing  liusiness  in  brick  manufac- 
ture, and  for  a  number  of  years  supplied  his 
neighbors  with  this  valualjle  commodity.  His 
good  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Caroline  Wheeler.  She  did  not 
long  endure  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and 
passed  from  earth  iu  imd.  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-nine  years,  leaving  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  father  married  a 
second  time,  but  by  that  union  had  no  children. 
By  his  third  marriage  he  had  four  children. 

Farm  life  and  the  district  school  filled  up  the 
early  years  of  the  boy  who  grew  to  be  so  jiros- 
perous  a  farmer.  His  schooling  had  to  come 
mostly  iu  the  winter  months,  as  he  was  needed  at 
home  during  the  busy  seasons,  and  he  remained 
with  his  parents  until  after  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority, subsequent  to  which  he  entered  the  employ 
of  neighboring  farmers.  During  the  summer  of 
IHfil  he  worked  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the 
following  spring  he  jjurchased  seventy-five  acres 
near  Whitemore  Lake,  in  Washtenaw  County,  and 
began  life  for  himself.  After  three  jears  upon 
this  farm  he  purchased  land  in  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  lived  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  He  also  spent  one  year  in  Brighton,  Init  in 
the  fall  of  1869  he  purchased  his  present  home  cm 
sections  3  and  10,  (ireen  Oak  Township, a  property 
which  was  already  well  improved. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Sawyer  has  been  more 
productive  of  happiness  and  true  prosperit\'  than 
his  union  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his  choice, 
whose  intelligence,  s(jcial  qualities  and  many 
amiable  traits  make  her  a  noteworthy  woman  in 
this  township.  Their  wedding  occurred  December 
28,  1860,  and  they  then  established  a  home  to- 
gether wliicli  may  well  serve  for  a  model  of  do- 
mestic happiness  and  genuine  hospitality. 

This  lady,  whose  name  was  Drusilla  Coe,  was 
born  in  (ireen  Oak  Townshii).  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Harrison  Coe.  She  has  become  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Fred,  who  was  born  Septemlier  .">.  1876,  and 
whose  manly  character  and  devotion  to  his  parents 
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already  give  abundant  promise  of  a  manhood 
whicli  will  ivwnrd  his  devoted  parents  fur  llu-ir 
care  and  eiilture. 

The  Kepiil)lican  part\-  in  its  deelaratiuns  eiii- 
hodies  the  principles  of  political  economy-  which 
Mr.  Sawyer  believes  to  be  best  adapted  to  insuring 
the  prosperity  of  our  country.  For  two  years  lie 
lield  the  office  of  Town  Treasurer,  and  has  also  in 
liis  capacity  as  Road  Commissioner  improved 
greatly  the  highways  of  the  township.  His  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  laud  are  in  the  best 
condition,  and  exceedingly  productive. 

With  iiis  ])artner,  !Mr.  Coe,  our  subject  is  the 
jiroprietor  of  the  "  Ragstreet "  flock  of  Shrop- 
sliires.  and  the  head  of  that  flock  is  the  well-known 
'■Pride  of  Kagstreet."  who  was  imported  in 
August,  1889,  and  lias  won  first  premium  as  the 
best  Shropshire  ram  lamb  at  the  State  Fair  at 
Lansing,  the  liiternatidnal  Exposition  at  Detroit, 
the  Eastern  Agricultural  Society  at  Yjisilnnti.  and 
Ihe  Market  Fair  at  Pjiiahtmi. 


-^ 


'UDGE  HOLLIX  H.  PERSON.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  whose  name  is  above  does 
not  bear  the  weight  of  j-ears  that  one  is  ajjt 
to  associate  with  the  station  of  life  to  which 
he  has  attained.  Although  in  the  meridian  of  his 
successful  career,  as  well  as  of  his  years,  our  sub- 
ject is  Judge  of  the  Thirtieth  .Judicial  District  of 
Michigan,  embracing  the  counties  of  Livingston 
and  Ingham.  It  seems  peculiarly  fitting  that  the 
sons  of  the  State  should  occupy  these  honorable 
positions,  and  Mr.  Person  is  a  native  of  Iosco 
Township,  Livingston  County,  being  here  Itorn 
October  1.^,  18.50.  He  is  a  son  of  Cornelius  H.  and 
Lucinda  (Stafford)  Person,  natives  of  New  York. 
Our  suliject's  father  was  in  his  younger  days  a 
teacher,  luit  later  liecame  a  farmer.  In  18:57  lie 
with  his  father's  family  came  to  Michigan  and  the 
party  settled  in  Iosco  Township.  Livingston 
County.  The  gentleman's  parents  were  Daniel 
and  Fanny  (Stevens)  Person,  natives  of  "Vermont 
and  New  York  respectively.     On  coming  into  this 


State  they  took  up  a  quarter  section  of  Govern- 
ment laud,  to  which  they  devoted  themselves  to 
improving  and  cultivating.  This  was  secured  in 
1836  and  was  at  the  time  heavily  timbered.  The 
improvements  that  he  placed  upon  it  greatly  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  tract,  which  before  his  de- 
cease w.HS  made  not  only  a  comfortable  home  place, 
but  a  most  attractive  and  beautiful  agricultural 
spot.  Daniel  Person's  death  occurred  in  1874. 
His  wife  survived  him  b}-  a  number  of  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  the  citj'  of  Howell  in  1880.  The 
father  had  been  .lustice  of  the  Peace  several  years 
before  his  death.  He  had  a  familj-  of  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  lived  to  attain  manhood  and 
womanhood.  They  were  Cornelius  H..  Polh', 
Laura.  Sally  and  Stephen.  I'olly  became  Mrs. 
Toncray  and  died  in  Nelu'aska,  where  she  went  in 
18.59. 

Daniel  Person's  father  was  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
G.  Person,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  a 
farmer  until  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  and  then 
engaged  in  preaching  until  1833.  He  had  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children.  Our  subject's  famil3- on  the 
paternal  side  were  of  English  ancestr3-.  On  the 
maternal  side  our  subject's  grandparents  were  Jo- 
sciih  and  Sally  (Taylor)  Stafford,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont and  ^lassachusetts  respectivelj-.  The  former 
was  a  builder  as  well  as  a  farmer  in  New  Y'ork, 
where  he  carried  on  a  successful  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness. He  had  a  family  of  seven  children.  The 
preceding  generation  most  immediately  connected 
with  Joseph  Stafford  was  represented  by  Isaac  and 
Keziah  (Slater)  Stafford,  natives  of  Vermont.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  was  obliged  to  work  very 
hard  in  order  to  supply- his  ten  children  with  the 
necessities  of  life.  His  father  was  .John  Stafford, 
who  came  from  England. 

Besides  farming  in  Iosco  Township  for  many 
years  our  subject's  father  was  also  Superintendent 
of  Schools  in  the  township,  and  after  leaving  his 
farm  he  came  to  Howell,  where  he  now  lives,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  .Justice  of  the  Peace.  Contrary  to 
the  usual  order  in  his  family,  he  has  only  two  sons, 
our  subject,  .ludge  Person,  and  Ozro,  who  is  en- 
giiged  in  farming.  Until  nineteen  years  of  age  the 
original  of  our  sketch  outside  of  his  .school  life  was 
engaged   in   farming.     After  that  time  he  tauoht 
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scliool  for  two  winters,  engaging  in  the  work  in 
this  county,  although  not  living  at  home.  He  at- 
tended the  Howell  High  School  and  was  earlj- 
elected  Deputy  Register  of  Deeds,  which  position 
lie  filled  for  two  years. 

The  young  man  had  determined  to  become  a 
lawyer  and  liegan  to  read  law  with  Dennis  Shields 
of  Howell.  After  a  course  pursued  with  much  ad- 
vantage under  this  preceptor  he  entered  the  law 
school  of  Ann  Arlior,  and  after  taking  the  full 
course  there  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  He 
then  started  for  the  West  and  settled  on  the  Re- 
publican River  in  Ilarland  ('ounty,  Xeb.,  at  once 
engaging  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
had  a  large  patronage  while  in  Nebraska,  but  was 
unable  to  collect  on  account  of  the  grasshopper 
scourge  from  which  that  district  suffered  so  severely 
at  the  time  of  his  l)eing  there,  every  green  thing 
having  lieeii  eaten  by  these  pests.  Not  being  alile 
to  live  on  debts  he  returned  to  ilowcll  in  IM7.") 
and  engaged  in  the  jiractice  of  his  iirofession  here. 
On  the  formation  of  this  cii'cuit  our  subject  was 
.appointed  and  in  April  thereafter  was  elected 
.ludge.  This  election  was  in  18i)l,  running  far 
ahead  of  his  ticket  and  receiving  a  com])limentary 
vote  of  nearly  fourteen  hundred  strong. 

Judge  Person  has  held  theoriiceof  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner  besides  iiis  other  office,  and  has  also 
lieen  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Howell.  He  resides 
in  a  beautiful  home,  which  he  himself  ejected  in 
1887.  It  is  located  on  Clinton  Street  and  is  a 
picture  of  beauty  and  attractiveness.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  married  in  1873  to  Mi.ss  Ida  Madden 
of  Monmouth.  111.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James  (r. 
Madden,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  that  place.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  and  attractive  wife  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Harlow,  Harry  and 
.May,  who  are  bright  young  people  who  will  with- 
out doubt  be  shining  examples  of  what  the  best  of 
influences  and  advantages  can  do  for  naturallv 
rich  natures. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  following.  He  also  atliliates  with  the 
Masonic  Society  and  is  in  demand  socially  on  all 
[niblic  and  private  occasions,  being  a  man  of  great 
personal  attractions  and  striking  conversational 
powers,     .ludge  Person  is  one  of  the  organizers  of 


the  first  State  Savings  Bank  of  Howell.  He  is 
also  a  large  stockholder  and  is  variously  associated 
with  the  large  and  important  enterprises  of  the 
eommunitv. 


\]U^  ON.  DANIEL  L.  CASE.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch  just  fails  of 
being  the  oldest  resident  of  this  county, 
^  only  one  other.  William  A.  Dwire,  having 
preceded  him  here.  Mr.  Case  made  his  entrance 
herein  1843.  He  is  a  Canadian  )iy  birth,  having 
first  seen  the  light  of  day  at  Three  Rivers,  Decem- 
ber 21.  IHll.  and  is  hence  now  (IK'.H)  an  octogen- 
arian. In  spite  of  his  age  he  is  still  an  active  man 
in  the  perfect  possession  of  all  his  faculties.  His 
iwrents  were  originally  from  the  .State  of  Connec- 
ticut. His  father  whose  name  was  Elijah  Case  went 
to  Canada  just  l)efore  the  War  of  1812.  (hi  the 
bicaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
which  he  refused  to  do,  in  conseipience  of  which 
he  was  arrested  anil  imprisoned  in  Halifax  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  after  which  he  joined  his 
family  who  had  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  during  his  ini|)risonineiit,  and  died  a  few- 
years  later  from  disease  contracted  while  thus 
incarcerated. 

Here  Daniel  lived  until  his  eighteenth  year  and 
had  such  educational  advantages  as  were  common  in 
the  districts.  On  coining  to  Michigan,  which  was 
then  called  the  Indian  Territory  (1829),  Mr.  C^ase 
first  slopped  at  Pontiac,  and  in  the  spring  of  1830 
came  to  where  the  town  of  Jackson  now  is.  jVt 
that  time  there  was  but  one  cabin  on  "  its  present 
site  and  not  another  inhabitant  within  thirty  miles. 
He  rem.ained  until  183(1  and  then  w-ent  to  Texas, 
which  was  then  the  arena  of  the  political  andGov- 
ernmental  strife  of  tlie  period.  He  remained  in 
Texas  until  1842  and  then  returned  to  the  Wolv- 
erine State.  Mr.  Case  corrects  the  impression  that 
the  family  of  Blackm.ans  was  the  first  in  .lackson. 
When  our  subject  arrived  in  the  spring  of  1830,  a 
man  bv  the  name  of  Gillette  was  the  onlv  resident 
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and  Mr.  Case  drove  the  team  that  moved  the  Black-  i 
mans  into  .Tackson.  Our  .suhjeet  was  in  Texas 
during  Houston's  War  with  Santa  Anna,  and 
practiced  law,  giving  his  attention  to  tlu> 
criminal  code,  his  great  strength  being  in  tlic 
]ilcading  of  liis  cases.  His  license  permitted  him 
to  practice  in  all  States  and  he  became  widely  known 
as  a  lawyer  of  unfailing  success  in  any  case  that  lie 
undertook.  The  greater  part  of  his  practice  was 
along  the  Mississippi,  from  Galena  to  New  Orleans. 
He  also  took  charge  of  a  number  of  cases  in  Texas 
aud  few  lawyers  in  the  country  equaled  him  in  le- 
gal acumen  and  skillful  fencing  when  such  tactics 
were  necessary. 

After  his  return  to  this  stale  Mr.  Case  piacticed  his 
profession  until  1 845,at  which  time  he  was  appointed 
by  the  (Jovernor  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the 
county.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  was 
again  a]>|)ointed  but  resigned  and  embarked  in 
niercliaiKlising  in  the  city,  being  also  interested  in 
politics.  In  1850  our  subject  was  elected  member 
of  the  legislature  and  in  1858  the  honor  was  pressed 
upon  him  as  an  election  to  the  post  of  Auditor- 
(ieneral.  which  position  he  held  for  two  years. 
Meantime  he  c<nitinued  his  business  of  merchandis- 
ing in  connection  with  hi»  |iolitical  and  official  life 
until  1878. 

He  of  wlioni  wi'  write  has  been  pressed  into  ser- 
vice in  various  ottices  of  the  municipal  Government. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and 
Alderman.  Anxious  to  retire  from  public  life  he 
gave  up  his  business  and  resigned  the  majority  of 
his  offices  in  1878.  but  in  1887  he  was  appiijntcd 
on  the  lioard  of  cuntr  il  of  the  >cln)ol  for  tiic  lijiml 
and  since  that  time  lias  served  as  Treasurer  <>('  the 
Board.  Mr.  Case  is  very  active  and  takes  a  great 
deal  of  out  ofdoni'  exei'cise.  seldom  allowing  a  dav 
to  pass  when  he  does  not  go  to  the  city  to  traiisacl 
some  business. 

Mr.  Case  was  first  united  in  marriage  with  .Miss 
^larinda  Hrown  of  Pittsford.  N.  Y.,  wliose  decea*>e 
occurred  in  1847.  Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union  as  follows:  .Tulien  M.  married  Miss  Sophia 
Peck  and  they  liecame  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, Daniel,  Sophie.  Rex  Ronald  and  .lulien.  He 
died  in  London  in  .luhe,  1890.  while  on  a  tour  in 
Europe;  Daniel  was  a  student  at  West  Point  when 


the  late  war  Jjroke  out  and  he  enlisted  in  the 
Seventy-eighth  New  York  Infantry,  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  a  Lieutenant.  This 
regiment  was  afterward  consolidated  with  the 
( )ne  Hundred  and  Second  New  Y'ork  Infantry. 
He  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree 
Creek  while  serving  as  aid  to  Gen.  Hooker  and 
was  confined  in  rebel  prisons  for  ten  months. 
He  died  shortly'  after  the  close  of  the  war 
from  exposure  incident  to  his  prison  life.  Helen 
the  eldest  child  of  our  subject  is  the  widow  of  And- 
rew Adams  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
father.  She  has  one  child.  .Mrs.  Mary  Collins  of 
Chicago,  111.  By  a  second  marriage  Mr.  Case  was 
united  to  Miss  Adelia  ^lonroe  of  Eagle,  Clinton 
Count}',  this  State,  she  dying  in  1887.  There  were 
no  children  by  this  marriage. 

Although  our  subject  was  brought  up  in  tlie  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  his  inclinations  were  all  in  that 
direction,  giving  generously  for  its  support,  he  is 
not  a  member,  but  a  liberal-spirited,  conscientious 
man.  the  friend  of  humanity.  lie  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  tlie  Re|Hiblic.  .Mr.  Case  was  in  the 
Civil  War  as  Assistant  Paymaster  and  served  for 
nearlj'  a  year,  when  failing  health  obliged  him  to 
resiarn  and  he  has  since  lived  retired. 


-*—'"#■?• 


(>i:i.  11.  D'lKlvS.  Alioxc  tlu'  average  in  in- 
telligence and  a  man  of  more  than  ordin- 
ary erudition  is  the  pidspeivnis  farmer 
whose  name  we  hei'ewith  give,  liis  po|)ularity 
is  based  not  only  on  hi--  aliility  both  as  a  thinker 
and  an  active  business  man.  but  also  on  the  genu- 
ine good  will  with  which  he  regards  liis  fellow- 
men  and  tlie  kindly  spirit  which  he  exiiibits  in  his 
intercourse  with  them.  His  home  is  on  section  26, 
(ienoa  Township.  Livingston  C<mnty.  and  he  was 
born  in  Steuben  County.  X.  Y..  on  Christmas 
Day.  1842. 

Joseph   Dykes,   the   father  of  our  subject,    was 
born  in  Genoa,  N.  Y.,  in    1807,  and  is  of  German 
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descent.  He  followed  the  double  avocation  of  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker,  and  wlien"  (luite  young 
made  his  liome  in  Steul)en  County.  X.  Y..  where 
he  married  Jane  O'Neal,  wlio  liad  her  nativity  in 
New  Jersey  in  1H14.  Seven  out  of  their  nine 
children  grew  to  matuiity,  viz:  Iliram.  .lerusha, 
Alice,  Sarah,  Aramiuta.  Joel  H.,  Oscar,  (ier)rge  aud 
Elizabeth.  The  family  came  to  Michigan  in  1«41. 
aud  settled  in  tlie  wilderness,  making  their  home 
lu  a  log  cal)in.  In  1864  they  moved  on  to  the 
farm  wliere  the  family  now  resides,  wliicli  the 
fatliei-  carried  on  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
seventv-seven  years,  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
regular  Baptist  Churcli.  and  in  i)olitics  was  Hrst  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  Ke])ublican.  His  faithful 
wife,  who  was  also  identified  with  the  Ba])tist 
Clinrcli.  survives  him  and  makes  her  iionic  xvitii 
her  son. 

Our  subject  was  only  a  ye.'ir  and  a  half  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  tlie  log  .sclu>olhouses  and  sat  upon  the  slab 
benches  wluch  were  sujiportcd  by  ])iu  legs.  The 
rate  bill  system  then  juwailed  iuid  ((uill  [lens  were 
the  iiromiuent  features  of  the  writing  class.  When 
twenty-one  years  okl  the  young  man  l)egan  work 
for  himself,  but  it  was  not  long  before  lie  left  the 
])e:icefid  avocation  of  agricidture  and  enlisted 
under  the  banner  of  his  country.  He  joined  Com- 
l)any  A.  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  frtmi  January  6,  18C4,  to  Sei)tember  16, 
1865,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  Mur- 
freesboro. 

The  Twenty-sec(md  Michigan  was  first  sent  to 
C'hattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  remained  there  until  the 
1st  of  May,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  fnuit,  in 
Georgia,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  being  in  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  It  was  in  Sherman's  army 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Thomas,  and  did 
Provost  duty  at  Atlanta  until  the  last  of  October, 
when  (loi.  I'homas'  army  returned  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  there  went  into  winter  ((uarters,  doing- 
provost  duty  in  that  city.  Oui-  subject  was  then 
ordered  to  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  wIrmc  he  re- 
mained until  June,  I860,  and  was  then  sent  to  a 
small  station  on  the  Chattanooga  (t  Nashville 
Railway,  wliere  he  was  on  guard  dut^'.     At  Mur- 


freesboro he  was  transferred  from  his  old  regiment 
to  the  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was 
sick  with  the  measles  at  Chattanooga,  and  was  in 
the  hospital  for  some  time,  and  has  never  since 
really  been  well,  in  consequence  of  which  he  re- 
ceives ¥6  a  month   pdision. 

Tpon  his  return  from  the  liattle-fields,  Joel 
Dykes  resumed  farming,  and  bought  out  the  in- 
tei-est  of  the  other  heirs  in  tlie  home  farm.  .Inly  18, 
1867.  he  was  hapj)ily  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amelia  M(U'gan.  who  was  Itorn  in  Dundee, 
Monroe  County,  Mich.,  March  16,  1844.  Four 
children  have  come  to  their  home,  and  all  are  now 
living  except  I^ois,  their  eldest,  avIio  died  when 
two  years  old.  The  daughters  who  are  with  them 
are  Kdna.  Etta  and  Ida. 

I'pon  his  eighty  acres  of  tine  land  Mr.  Dykes 
carries  on  mixed  farming  and  has  most  of  his 
estate  under  cnltivation.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  has  twice  been  made  candidate 
for  the  otlice  of  Supervisor,  but  as  there  is  a  large 
Democratic  majority  in  the  townshii).  he  has  never 
been  elected  to  that  position.  He  served  for  two 
terms  as  Commissioner  and  for  one  term  as  Treas- 
urer. 


ll.VRLES  E.  BEIRMANN.  Prominent  in 
agricultural  and  ])olitical  circles  is  the  ex- 
tensive farmei'  and  popular  citizen  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  at- 
tractive home  and  beautiful  farm  are  situated  in 
(ienoa  Townshi)).  Livingston  County,  and  he  is 
well-known  as  the  ex-Sheriff  <_)f  the  county  and 
ex-Postmaster  of  Howell. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  in  Hamburg,  Germany, 
June  1,  1827.  His  father,  William  Henry  Beur- 
mann.  was  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  died 
when  .about  forty-eight  years  of  age.  and  his  good 
wife  Henrietta  E.  (iluer,  lived  to  be  sixty-seven 
years  old.  They  were  both  earnest  and  conscien- 
tious members  of  the  Lutheran  (  liurch  and  reared 
their  five  children  under  the  intluenee  of  the  Gos- 
pel. His  wife  came  to  Michigan  with  the  family 
in  1840  and  became  a  pioneer  in  the  wilderness. 
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He  of  will)!)!  we  write  earae  to  America  when 
thirteen  years  old.  liaving  been  ten  weeks  on  tlie 
briny  deep.  He  enjoyed  the  trip  greatly  and  was 
sea-sick  for  only  one  day.  Having  reached  America 
the  family  came  directly  to  Livingston  County, 
and  built  a  log  house  in  which  they  made  their 
home  on  Christmas  Day.  1840.  Friendly  Indians 
frequented  their  door  and  their  mother  fed  them 
with  a  kindly  hand.  In  liis  boyhood,  Charles 
Beurmann  helped  to  kill  a  bear  near  Whitney  Lake  I 
and  in  triumj)h  carried  home  some  bear  steaks.  His 
brother  M'illiam  was  quite  a  huntsman,  and  shot 
many  n  deer,  wolf  and  turkey. 

Only  two  acres  of  Mr.  Beurmann 's  farm  was  j 
broken  when  he  settled  here  in  1840,  and  he  now  ■ 
has  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  his  two  hundred  and  | 
twenty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  raises  both  j 
Si'ain  and  stock  and  pavs  attention  to  the  better  I 
grades  of  animals.  He  has  had  some  full-blooded  i 
Durham  cattle  and  now  has  fourteen  horses,  some  i 
of  them  draft  and  some  roadsters.  His  lieautiful 
brick  residence  was  erected  by  him  m  1873.  at  a 
cost  of  *4.000  besides  his  own  labor. 

Fidelia  Ilageland  to  whom  Charles  E.  Beurmann 
was  united  in  marriage  in  18,52,  was  liorn  in  Steu- 
ben County.  N.  Y..  and  came  here  with  Iut  parents, 
Christoiilii-r  and  Clarinda  Ilageland.  in  llie  year 
183;').  Of  the  elexen  children  who  have  blessed 
this  unit)n.  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Charles 
E.,  who  married  Mary  Brown  and  lives  in  Howell; 
W.  Henry,  who  took  to  wife  Rachel  Walker,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Oceola;  Clara,  who  i-  nt  home; 
Edward  M..  "h(i  married  Stella  Knaiqi  ami  icsides 
in  Howell:  JIary.  who  is  ^Irs.  Aaron  C.  Switzer.  of 
lloweil;  liert.  who  is  now  in  Iowa:  and  Kenzie. 
wlio  resides  with  lii>  panMit>. 

In  187(1  our  >uliject  wa.--  the  only  man  on  llu- 
Uepublican  ticket  in  the  county  who  re(ei\ed  his 
election,  as  the  county  has  a  Democratic  majority 
of  from  four  hundred  to  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
l)Ut  Ills  popularity  carried  his  election  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  majority  and  at  the  time  of  his 
re-election  in  1878,  his  majority  was  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five.  During  the  first  twenty  months 
of  his  shrievalty  Mr.  Beurmann  was  alile  U<  take 
twentv-fivr  iiifU  lo  the  Stair  pri>oii  a(  .larkson. 
Lnder  President  Arthur's   appointment    he    took 


charge  of  the  postoffice  at  Howell,  January  1,  1882 
and  served  for  four  years  and  two  months.  He 
has  been  successful  in  everything  which  he  has 
undertaken,  with  the  exception  of  his  candidacy 
for  County  Treasurer  iji  1872,  when  the  Democratic 
majority  was  too  much  for  even  his  popularity  to 
overcome. 


I'      !■    iH 
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^^^EORGE  G.  HASKILL,  an  old  soldier  of  the 
ill  ,-—  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  a  prominent 
^::^!  citizen  residing  on  section  30,  Locke  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  is  a  native  of  New  York  and 
was  born  April  13,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Harriet  llaskill  and  was  the  youngest  son  of 
the  family,  and  came  when  only  four  years  old  to 
make  his  home  in  ^lichigan.  The  first  residence  of 
the  family  was  near  Plymouth,  AVayne  County,  and 
when  about  seven  years  old  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Ingham  County,  settling  in  Leroy  Town- 
ship, in  the  midst  of  the  unbroken  forest. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  1862,  in  Leroy 
Township,  and  the  mother  makes  her  home  in  Locke 
Township,  and  is  now  with  Mrs.  F.  Davis.  In 
this  township  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  remembers  with  delight  the  scenes  of  pioneer 
life  and  the  deer  hunts  in  which  he  engaged  as  latT 
as  18(1.")  and  18()().  ;iftcr  he  had  returned  from  the 
army,  lie  recei\'e(l  hi>  education  in  the  district 
school  and  had  no  further  advantages  of  this  kind 
:iffer  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen. 

The  young  man  enli.sted  Alareh  '.<.  I.sd.i.in  Com- 
pany C.  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry.  :uid  w;i> 
engaged  principally  in  guard  duty  in  various 
places,  going  as  far  south  as  Chattanooga,  Knox- 
ville  and  Strawberry  Plain.  He  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Jackson.  Mich.,  .September  28, 
186.").  after  which  he  returned  to  Ingham  County, 
and  now  receives  a  pension  of  $14  per  mouth.  It 
was  in  the  spring  of  1874  that  he  settled  upon  the 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  now  has  under  such 
fine  enll  i\  .ation.  It  wa>1hen  an  unliiokt'ii  forest 
and  he  at  liist  cleared  the  timber  from  forty  acres 
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and  cultivated  that  before  j)roeeedmg  to  subdue 
the  remainder  of  the  farm. 

C'hristm.is  Day,  1874,  was  the  date  of  a  notable 
event  in  the  life  of  this  young  man,  as  he  wastlien 
united  in  marriage  with  Damaris  Munsell.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Williams- 
town  and  also  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  ])olitical  views,  and  in  every  rela- 
tion of  life  he  is  most  cordi.ally  esteemed  by  those 
who  know  him. 


ANIEL  GANNON.  Among  the  foreign 
American  citizens  of  C'oclioctali  Township, 
Livingston  County,  wlio  have  estal)lished  a 
reputation  as  farmers  of  thorough-going  enterprise 
and  system,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  tlie  name 
whicli  we  have  now  given.  This  gentleman  was 
liorn  November  14,  1843,  in  County  Kilkenny. 
Ireland,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  ^lary  (Tuly) 
Gannon,  the  latter  being  a  native  of  the  same 
county  where  her  husliand  and  son  first  saw  the 
light.  Tlie  paternal  grandfather  of  our  suliject 
reared  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  only  two  of 
whom  came  to  America,  namely:  William,  who 
lives  in  Fenton  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Hart- 
land,  Livingston  County,  and  Bridget  AVhalen, 
who  was  a  widow  when  she  emigrated  to  this 
country. 

Michael  Gannon  was  a  farmer  in  his  native  land 
where  he  died  in  1847.  The  following  year  his 
widow  brouglit  her  children  to  the  United  States 
and  i-emained  in  New  Y(jrk  City  for  about  one 
year,  after  which  she  came  to  Hartland,  Livingston 
County,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  where 
she  resided  until  death  close<l  her  labors  in  July, 
1869.  Her  nine  children  are:  Margaret.  Richaid. 
<leceased.  Mary,  Bridget,  .lames.  William.  Daniel. 
,Iulia,  deceased,  and  Anna. 

A  common -school  education  was  given  to  Daniel 
Gannon  and  upon  gaining  his  education  he  began 
work  for  himself  in  Cohoctah  Township,  buying 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  on  section 


8,  which  he  proceeded  to  improve.     He  now  owns 

two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  he  has 
cleared  from  timber  and  embellished  with  good 
buildings.  A  view  of  his  residence,  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  townshii),  apjjears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  He  began  life  Avith  no  cai)ital  but 
has  now  a  handsome  competence  and  his  success  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  possesses  push,  pluck  and 
perseverance,  three  characteristics  which  are  ever 
essential  to  success.  His  political  views  are  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  declarations  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  is  an  earnest  worker  for  its  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  (iannon  to  Ann  McKcever 
took  place  September  1,  liS7(i.  Mis.  (iannon  w.as 
born  in  Hartland,  this  county,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  and  Ann  (Neson)  McKeever,  natives  of 
Ferman.agh  and  Monaghan  Counties,  Ireland.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  and  spent  six  years  in 
New  York,  and  then  as  he  had  decided  to  make  it 
his  permanent  home  returned  to  the  old  country 
for  his  bride,  and  brought  her  to  New  York.  They 
lived  there  for  two  years  before  coming  lo  3Iichi- 
gan.  and  upon  arriving  in  this  State  made  their 
new  home  in  Hartland. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Clement  . I.,  .Mary  B..  Hugh 
F..  CTCOrge  W.,  Joseph  1)..  AVilliain  31..  and  Casiier 
H.  These  children  have  all  been  Iniined  up  in 
the  religious  taith  of  their  [)arents  and  ancestors, 
and  are  devoted  meinliers  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 
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,  ANS():\[  F.  PATTERSON  was  born  in  Wil- 
loughby  Township,  J>ake  County,  Ohio, 
Ih  \V  May  24,  184(1.  .and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
A^ Eliza  (Bennett)  Patterson.  His  grand- 
father, on  the  paternal  side,  .John  Patterson,  was  of 
good  Sctitch  ancesti'y,  being  himself  a  Seotchuuin 
by  liirlh  and  liringing  up.  On  emigrating  to  the 
United  States  he  settled  in  New  York,  his  wife 
making  a  pleasant  home  for  himself  and  fainih'  of 
five  children.  There  were  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  with  names  as  follows:  John,  George, 
James,  Laura   and  Pruda.     The    old    people    died 
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in   the   State   where   their  tii-st  home  was  niarte  on 
coming  to  this  oonnti-y. 

Tlie  immediate  progenitor  of  our  subject  was 
horn  on  the  old  homestead  in  New  York,  and 
reared  to  fairly  understand  the  duties  incident  to 
farm  life.  He  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died  and  soon  after  devoted  himself  to 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade.  When  twenty-ff)ur 
years  olil  he  removed  to  tlie  P.uekeye  State,  where 
he  secured  a  farm  and  alioul  18.51  came  to  Flint, 
this  State,  and  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Bnida  Township,  Saginaw  County. 
Tiiis  he  cleared  and  improved  as  did  he  also  several 
other  farms.  In  WGi  he  removed  to  Green))usii. 
Clinton  Cottnty.  Now,  at  the  .age  of  eighty-eight 
veai's,  he  lives  with  his  children,  having  di\'idcd 
liis  property  among  them  ai'cording  to  his  own 
ideas  of  right  and  equity. 

Our  subject's  mother  died  in  18IJ1  and  Mr. 
Patterson,  Sr.,  married  a  second  time,  the  union 
lieing  with  Mrs.  .lane  (xiUett.  The  first  wife  bore 
him  fifteen  children,  tif  whom  ten  were  reai-ed  to 
years  of  manhood  and  womanhood.  They  aie  Sel- 
den  .1.,  (ieorge.  our  subject.  Edward  .1.,  Cliauncv 
Franklin.  ^laria,  Mary  .).,  Olivia  and  Kliniia.  The 
eldest  son  served  in  tlie  Third  Michigan  Cavalry 
durinu'  the  late  war.  while  (ieorge  enlisted  in  an 
Ohio  regiment:  Kilward  .1.  served  in  Stockton's 
regiment  and  also  in  the  Sixth  Regular  Artillery. 
The  children  were  reared  in  the  creed  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  ( )ur  subject's  mother  was  a  daugliter  of 
Selden  Bennett,  a  farmer  of  Irish  origin. 

After  reaching  manhood  Ransom  F.  Patterson 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  father  and  settled  in 
the  woods.  His  school  days  were  very  few,  the 
whole  time  passed  in  such  an  institution  over  text 
I  looks,  comprising  at  the  most,  only  :i  few 
weeks.  He  has  accomplished  much,  however,  for 
himself  in  an  educational  way,  lieing  of  a  quick 
and  assiniilativc  nature.  lie  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  foin-  farms  in  Saginaw  County  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  was  hired  out  and  worked  in  an 
hotel  at  SI .S  per  month,  living  variously  at  Chesa- 
ning.  St.  Charles  and  Bay  City.  During  the  sum- 
mers he  assisted  his  father  at  home  with  the  harvest- 
ing. 

December   16,   1863,  Mr.   Patterson   enlisted  in 


Company  G,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  first  fight  at  Collierville,  Tenn.,and 
was  distinguished  for  his  readiness  for  duty.  He 
served  until  March,  1865,  when,  while  engaged  in 
building  a  bridge,  he  received  a  serious  injury, 
which  has  .affected  him  ever  since.  He  was  dis^ 
charged  Felnuary,  1866.  at  San  Antonio, Tex., and 
his  regiment  disbanded  at  Jack.son,  ^lich.,  in 
March,  after  which  he  went  to  Greenbush,  Clinton 
County,  and  there  remained  for  one  year  and  a 
half.  He  then  removed  to  Deer  Creek  and  jier- 
manently  located,  his  residence  being  now  at  that 
place.  For  the  first  four  j'ears  after  coming  here 
he  conducted  his  farming  operations  ou  shares. 
He  now  resides  on  section  7,  and  he  and  his  wife 
own  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres,  of  which 
aliout  one  hundred  acres  have  been  cleared  and 
improved  and  bear  a  good  class  of  liuildings.  He 
is  the  owner  also  of  another  farm  and  of  ime  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  Patterson  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  May  31,  1866.  at  which  time  he 
was  united  to  Elizabeth  Howe,  who  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  >She  was 
daughter  of  John  and  Eunice  (.Tones)  Howe,  who 
came  to  this  State  from  near  Yonkers,  N.  Y"".,  in 
181(1  and  settled  in  Deer  Creek.  Mrs.  Howe  was 
burn  near  Lockport,  N.  Y.  She  icaied  twu  cliil- 
dien — James  and  Elizabeth. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Patterson  died  .March  12.  1874. 
leaving  one  son  whose  name  is  .lolm  F.  The 
present  wife  was  previous  to  her  marriage  a  Miss 
Eva  .lolinson,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Bethania 
(.lones)  .Johnson,  the  father  being  a  retired  ..ler- 
chant  at  Linden.  Uy  this  marriage  our  subject  i-^ 
t!ie  i)arent  uf  two  children — Fred  and  Zada  E. 

On  another  page  of  this  \dliime  the  reader  will 
lind  a  lithographic  vit'w  of  Mr.  Patterson's  jjleasant 
home. 


>ILLIAM  H.  DECKE.     To  give  a  sketch  of 


\  fxii:     the  life  story  of  a  prominent  business  man 
vfy    and  an  old  soldier  is  a  pleasant  task,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  have  so  good  a  subject  in  the  name 
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which  appears  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph — the 
proprietor  of  one  of  Jjansing's  large  retail  and 
wholesale  markets.  Mr.  Deeke  was  boru  in  Ger- 
many, at  llermaurode,  Hessen,  July  27,  1839,  and 
was  there  reared  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  His  father,  Christopher  Dccke,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  town  and  a  farmer  who  had  been  well- 
to-do,  hilt  his  property  was  mucli  depleted  during 
the  season  of  war,  as  lie  had  to  quarter  soldiers. 
He  was  a  man  of  true  Christian  character  and 
worthy  of  the  respect  of.  all  wlio  knew  him.  In 
1858  the  youth  with  his  parents  came  to  Americ.-i, 
locating  in  Penfield.  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  com- 
ing somewhat  later  to  Michigan  and  making  their 
home  in  Delta  Township,  Eaton  County,  where 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  eiglit  and  the 
mother  passed  away  when  eighty-nine  years  old. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizalieth  Albreclit. 
Her  father,  John  Albrecht,  was  a  prosi)erous  farmer 
In  their  native  place  and  a  soldier  in  the  wars  waged 
by  Napoleon.  Tliey  had  eight  children,  four  boys 
and  four  girls,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  young- 
est. He  came  to  America  to  escape  militar-.  duty, 
leaving  Bremen  in  the  spring  of  1856  and  upon 
landing,  making  his  way  to  Washington,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  This  young  man  had  not  a  nickle 
upon  arriving  in  this  country  and  he  set  to  work 
to  lind  employment  and  cheerfully  labored  for  ^4 
per  nionlli.  As  soon  as  he  had  earned  enough  to 
make  the  journey  he  came  to  Macedon,  Wayne 
County,  N.Y.,  and  worked  on  a  farm  and  attended 
school  for  three  months. 

In  August,  1861,  the  first  cavalry  regiment  raised 
in  that  county  enlisted  tliis  young  man  in  its  ser- 
vice and  he  was  mastered  iii  at  K'oi-hi'ster  as  a 
memiici'  in  Coni|)nny  I.  ICightli  Xcw  ^'oik  Cinnlry. 
On  his  way  to  tlic  fiinil  he  rcccixt'd  -a  >rriou.-  in- 
jury, falling  thirty  feel  from  a  railroad  abutment, 
and  injuring  his  ankle.  He  was  in  a  hos|)ital  at 
Washington  until  June,  while  his  regiment  was  at 
INfenden  Hill  ready  for  the  spring  campaign.  This 
liody  took  part  in  ccmflicts  at  Edward's  Ferry,  u)) 
the  Shenandoah,  the  battle  of  Winchester.  Har))er's 
Ferry  and  Annapolis  Junction  and  then  went  down 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  again,  back  and  forth  all 
through  the  fnll.  Having  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Antietam 


and  Hagerstown,  then  followed  the  rebels  up  the 
Kapidan  and  after  several  fights  turned  and  went 
to  Frederickslnirg,  Chancellorsville,  Beverly  Ford, 
and  Gettysbing.  Afterward  they  returned  to  Fred- 
erick City  and  on  to  Willianis|)ort,  fighting  every 
day  for  a  week. 

At  Frederickstuwn  our  young  hero  was  wounde'd 
July  10.  1H63,  being  shot  through  the  right  thigh 
with  a  miiiie  liall  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  three 
ihiys  without  attenli<m,  and  his  companions  dis- 
|i:iired  of  his  recovery.  As  soon  as  he  considered 
himself  able  to  resume  active  service  he  asked  to 
be  sent  to  his  regiment;  but  as  those  in  command 
did  not  think  him  yet  able  they  refused,  but  he 
stole  away,  saddled  a  horse  and  was  soon  with  his 
comrades. 

The  young  soldier  was  present  during  Mead's 
letreat  and  saw  smoke  at  Rapidan,  Stephensburg 
and  Brandy  Station,  also  at  Fairfax  Station  and  Cul- 
peper.  His  regiment  was  the  first  cavalry  bod^' 
to  cross  the  Rapidan  in  the  spring  of  1864  and 
they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 
at  Spottsylvania.  also  in  those  at  White  House, 
Cold  Harbor  and  in  front  of  Petersburg.  During 
Wils(m's  raid  they  lost  one-half  of  their  men.  'J'hev 
went  u|i  Weldon  railroad  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
to  Winchester  and  Fisher's  Hill  and  were  driven 
l)ack  from  Newmarket  lo  Middletown,  but  they 
succeeded  in  iei)elling  the  rebels  and  took  back 
every  wheel  that  was  lost  on  AVilson's  raid.  Octo- 
ber 19,  at  the  battle  of  Fisher's  Creek  this  regiment 
captured  lifty-eight  pieces  of  artillery  besides  other 
booty.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  December 
H.  l.H(;i.  at    Rochester.  X.  V. 

At  the  li;ittU'  of  liraiidy  Station  the  young  xil- 
dier  WM.-  seiiously  injureil  liy  his  h()rse  which 
jumi]km1  (i\'e)'  a  I'enee  ;is  it  was  coining  in  IVoiii 
picket  duty  in  the  night.  At  the  battle  of  Cul- 
peper  Courthouse  he  received  a~sabre  thrust  in 
his  right  shoulder  but  did  not  leave  his  regiment 
for  hosjiital  treatinent  at  that  time.  His  only  othei' 
serious  wound  was  a  shot  iceeived  in  his  right 
hand  from  a  revoher. 

After  reaching  home  Mr.  Decke  was  employed 
on  a  farm  until  September,  1865,  when  he  came  to 
DeWitt.  Mich.,  and  begnn  work  on  a  farm,  and  in 
1867    purchased   forty   acres   on   section    16,  Delta 
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Township.  Here  he  improved  his  place  and  con- 
tinued the  cultivation  of  the  soil  until  he  finally 
(liifted  into  the  meat  business.  In  1876  lie  opened 
a  market  in  Lansing  and  two  years  later  removed 
to  town  where  he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  bus- 
iness, not  only  in  the  local  trade,  both  wholesale 
and  retail,  Intt  also  by  buying  and  shipping  to  dis- 
tant i)oints.  He  has  accumulated  real  estate  and 
owns  tliree  liouses  in  the  city. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Roches- 
ter, in  1865,  and  he  was  then  joined  to  ]Miss  Mary 
(iorman.  of  Newark,  N.  .1.  Five  children  have 
crowned  this  union,  namely:  William,  George, 
Klmor.  Fi'ank  and  Charles.  All  are  at  home  except 
Frank,  who  is  pursuing  his  studies  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  where  he  expects  to  take  his  di- 
ploma with  the  Class  of  '9'^.  Tliis  thorough-going 
business  man  is  intelligent  in  his  understanding  of 
American  public  affairs  and  affiliates  with  tlie  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him  in  a  liusiness  or  social 
way,  and  lie  lias  every  reason  to  lie  jiroud  of  his 
sons. 


-^ 


RS.  SARAH  :M.  DRKW.  The  estimable 
lady  to  whom  we  would  now  call  the  at- 
LS  tention  t)f  ciur  readers  is  the  widow  of 
Emerald  D.  Drew,  a  New  Yorker  Ity  birth, 
whose  parents  were  Noah  and  Amv  (Lyf)n)  Drew, 
who  as  well  as  their  son  were  natives  of  the  ICin- 
pire  State.  Noah  Drew  was  a  farmer,  and  nianv 
years  ago  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Marion 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  afterward 
making  his  home  in  Howell.  In  188.5  he  went  to 
iMigland  on  business  and  spent  some  time  there,  .and 
previous  to  his  contemplated  return  he  died  there 
ill  18s;).  The  mother  w.as  living  in  ^Marion  Town- 
ship, this  county,  when  she  received  her  call  totlie 
other  world.  Their  children  ^lyere  Emma  1).,  .lohn 
C.,  Martin  V.,  :MiUon,  Allen.  Ellen  (Mrs.  Hughes), 
Mary  (Mrs.  Conklin)  and  Job  W. 

Emerald  D.  Drew  was  a  mechanic,  and  made  his 
home  at  Ilowell,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business 


of  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  some  j'ears  later 
entered  upon  a  mercantile  career.  He  finally  sold 
out  his  interests  in  Howell,  and  in  1875  established 
himself  in  the  mercantile  business  at  lAjwlerville, 
and  thus  continued  until  his  death  in  1877.  He 
was  a  successfid  business  man  and  built  up  a  large 
and  prosirerous  trade.  His  political  views  brought 
him  into  sympathy  with  the  principles  and  move- 
ments of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  Iielonged  to  the 
Christian  Israelite  Church. 

Mr.  Drew  went  to  California  in  IKCo  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  operations,  and  later  undertook 
an  extensive  farming  business  in  which  he  was 
quite  successful.  He  remained  there  seven  years, 
returning  to  the  East  in  1867,  and  two  years  later 
he  established  himself  in  a  home  of  his  own  by 
choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Sarah  M.  Hughes,  of 
Ilowell,  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Delia  M.  (Perry) 
Hughes.  ^Ir.  Hughes  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  his  wife  was  born  in  New  York.  They  came 
West  previous  to  their  marriage  and  were  united 
in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  they  .settled  on  a  farm.  Later  they  came 
t(»  Livingston  County,  and  took  charge  of  a 
farm  two  and  one-lialf  miles  east  and  south 
of  Fowlersville,  Handy  Township.  Mrs.  Drew 
lost  her  father  by  death  in  1889,  but  her  mother 
is  still  with  her,  and  they  make  their  home 
together.  The  five  children  of  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Hughes  are  Sarah  M.  (Mrs.  Drew),  Arvid  II..  Nor- 
man H.,  Lucy  A.  (Mrs.  \\\n  Kiper)  and  ^linnie  D., 
now  deceased. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Hughes  was  Joseph  Peny, 
and  his  wife  was  Sally  Carr.  They  came  West 
from  New  York  in  1827,  settling  at  Lodi,  Washte- 
maw  County,  Mich.,  when  there  were  only  two 
small  houses  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Ann 
Arbor.  Of  their  eight  children,  only  two  are  now 
living — Delia  (Mrs.  Hughes),  and  F^meline  (Mrs. 
Camp.)  The  others  are  Norman,  Antha  M.,  Weller. 
Grant  T.,  Adaline,  Booth,  Lucy  A.,  I'.uigess  and 
Merritt. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Drew  has 
continued  to  carry  on  his  mercantile  business. 
She  suffered  a  heavy  loss  in  the  fire  which  took 
place  March  15,  1891,  but  she  is  undaunted  in  her 
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determination  to  succeed  in  business.  For  its  ac- 
commodation she  is  now  building  a  handsome 
briek  bhiek  on  the  corner  of  Cirand  Avenue  and 
(Trand  River  Streets.  Her  lieautiful  home  is  situ- 
ated on  (irand  Avenue.  She  is  a  lady  of  consid- 
erable culture,  and  received  lier  higher  education 
at  Pinckney.  A\'hen  fifteen  years  old  she  com- 
menced teaching,  practicing  her  profession  in  both 
Washtenaw  and  Livingston  Counties.  She  is  pro- 
ficient in  both  (ierman  and  music,  and  gives  in- 
struction in  the  latter  art.  Her  father,  whose 
memory  she  greatly  reveres,  was  a  ])romine!it  man 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  filled  the 
otHce  of  Ciasss-Leader.  She  is  both  socially  and 
in  a  liusiness  way  one  of  the  most  important 
ladies  in  Fowlerville,  and  has  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community. 

The  parents  of  ^Irs.  Hughes,  .Tosepli  and  Sally 
(Carr)  Perry,  moved  from  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
to  Saratoga  Springs,  same  State,  where  they  resided 
twelve  yeai'S  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Drew  i)rior  to  her  marriage  was  a  memlier  <if  St:ir 
Lodge,  Fowlerville,  Mich. 


r 


«^*^* 


'^  ETER  OLSEN,  deceased.  A  large  foreign 
1)  element  has  gone  into  the  make  up  of  the 
social  and  industrial  life  of  Michigan  and 
the  ccmtinent  of  Europe  has  furnished 
mnny  worthy  citizens  who  have  made  themselves 
hdiHued  and  respected  in  this  Xew  A\<>rld.  .\mong 
tiieiu  we  in;iy  mention  with  respect  the  name  which 
ai)|)ears  at  the  head  of  tlii>  sketcli.  tlie  name  tif  one 
who  for  many  years  was  well-known  in  Cohoctah 
Township,  Livingston  County  but  has  now  "passed 
to  that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns." 
;Mr.  Olsen  was  liorn.  .hme  7,  184(i.  in  Fjelde. 
Denmark,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Ole  Knudsen  and 
Bodil  Knudsen.  who  carried  on  farming  operations 
in  their  native  land  and  brought  to  man's  and 
woman's  estate  two  sons  and  two.  daughters.  All 
of  their  children  with  the  exception  of  one  daugh- 
ter have  made  their  home  in  the  United  States. 


Our  subject  came  hither  in  1872  and  with  $300 
capital  settled  in  Howell,  and  began  working  at 
whatever  employ  he  could  find,  hi  1)^7;')  he  joined 
his  brother,  Knud,  in  taking  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  they  cleared  and  improved  and 
Itrought  into  a  highly  productive  state,  our  subject 
placing  upon  his  portion  a  handsome  residence. 

Mary  Larsen  was  the  name  by  which  the  lady 
was  known  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
March  12,  187.J.  Slie  was  born  in  Rykkerup,  Den- 
mark, May  24,  1857  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lars  and 
Anna  C.  (Kasniussen)  Knudsen.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  and  he  and  his  good  wife  had  eight  daugh- 
ters and  four  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  woman's 
and  man's  estate.  One  son.  Christian,  has  since 
died  in  Oceola,  May  11,  18><1>,  having  been  in  the 
United  States  since  1882.  Four  daughters,  Sine, 
Sophia,  Christina,  and  Mary,  came  to  the  United 
States  and  the  second  of  these  daughters  died  in 
Marion  Township,  leaving  a  husband  and  one 
daughter.  Mrs.  Olsen  was  the  first  of  her  family 
to  come  to  this  country. 

Mr.  OLsen  returned  to  the  old  country  to  bring 
his  bride  to  her  new  home  and  after  their  arrival 
here  in  the  spring  of  1875  others  of  the  family 
connection  became  interested  in  the  New  World 
and  many  of  them  decided  to  emigrate  hither.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  two  sons,  Fred 
Ferdinand  and  Christian  C.  The  Lutheran  Church 
is  the  religious  body  with  which  our  subject  was 
identified  from  childhood  and  with  which,  with  his 
faithful  wife,  he  is  still  connected.  His  political 
views  brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  w.as  ever  intelligently  interested 
in  the  movements  of  .Vmerican  |)olitics.  Ilisdeatli 
took  |il;icr.  1  )er('nilii'r  7.  ll^M7  and  he  was  truh' 
mourned  b\  those  who  Ii.-hI  been  .-issociated  witli 
him  in  life. 


^^EORGE  (i.  MORTON.  Meridian  Township. 
Ill  (~n  which  is  located  in  the  northern  part  of 
^^1  Ingham  Count}-,  has  man 3'  beautiful  farms, 
but  none  are  better  managed  than  the  small  one, 
comprising  seventy  acres  on  section  29,  belonging 
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to  tlie  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  It  would  seem  that  in  the  ".SOs  there 
must  have  been  a  general  exodus  of  families  from 
New  York  State  to  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Morton  was 
one  of  the  long  ti-ain  to  come  hither  at  that  time, 
making  his  move  October  26,  1839,  from  Whites- 
burough.  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Setli. 
Morton,  was  a  native  of  Rutland.  \t..  having  been 
born  there  in  1795. 

Our  sulijcct's  immediate  progenitor  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  but  carried  on  farming  in  connec- 
tion with  his  trade.  Wiien  his  son.  George,  was 
but  eight  years  old  the  family  determined  to  come 
to  ^Michigan,  and  made  the  momentous  journey 
hither,  settling  first  in  Bengal  Township.  Clinton 
County,  in  1837.  At  tiiat  time  there  were  very 
few  white  settlers  in  the  township,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  DeWitt,  thirteen  miles  from  their 
home,  as  the  nearest  point  at  wliich  tliey  could  get 
groceries.  Wild  game  was  at  that  time  ver\'  plen- 
tiful, and  very  frequentlv  the  pioneer  stood  in  his 
doorway  and  shot  deer. 

That  necessity  is  tlie  mother  of  invention  is 
never  mc)re  aj)parent  than  in  pioneer  days  and  our 
subject's  family  had  to  resort  to  many  ludicrous 
makeshifts.  A  tree  top  was  used  in  lieu  of  a 
clothesline,  and  was  also  'the  vehicle  upon  which 
the  wheat  was  dragged  to  the  barns.  These  stir- 
ing  conditions  of  life,  however,  were  calculated  to 
develop  firmness,  strength  and  independence  iif 
eharocter.  In  1852  Mr.  Morton,  Sr..  was  attracted 
to  California  with  the  bands  that  were  constantly 
starting  out  to  that  promised  land  of  golden  treas- 
ure. The  trip  overland  occupied  six  months  and 
two  days,  and  on  arriving  he  spent  two  years  in 
working  in  the  gold  mines.  The  feverish  life  of 
early  days  was  not  i)lcasiiig.  however,  to  the  old 
gentlemae,  and  he  returned  to  more  (luiet  Michi- 
gan, and  having  cleared  up  a  farm  he  moved  into 
DeWitt,  where  he  died.  His  wife,  our  sulijeet's 
mother,  was  in  her  maiden  days  Miss  Philora 
Tuttle,  a  native  of  one  of  the  Eastern  States, 
ller  dece.ase  took  place  in  18()l,at  the  age  of  sixt\ 
\ears. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  he  had  reached  his  majority,  giving  his 
parents  the  l)encHt  of   his  work  and  attending  dis- 


trict school.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
1861,  his  patriotism  took  a  practical  turn,  and  in 
September  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Regiment,  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Company  B,  and 
serued  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  witii  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  was  with  Berdan's  V.  S.  Sharpshooters, 
serving  in  the  Second  Division.  .Tune  1,  1864.  he 
was  taken  prisoner  near  Petersl)urg.  and  was  first 
sent  to  Lil)by,  but  was  subsequently  changed  to 
Andersonville,  and  from  there  to  Charleston,  and 
thence  to  Florence.  During  the  nine  months  of 
his  imprisonment  he  suffered  the  miseries  incident 
to  those  foul  places.  While  at  Florence  he  w.as  at 
one  time  three  days  witlioiit  rations.  A  br.ave 
and  daring  soldier,  he  made  a  record  in  his 
military  life  that  his  friends  feel  justly  iiidiid 
of. 

On  the  close  of  llie  war  Mr.  Morton  returned  to 
DeWitt  and  conducted  the  work  on  the  old  farm 
until  1874.  Ambitious,  however,  to  manage  a 
larger  estate,  he  rented  the  old  homestead  and  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  the  large  farm  of  .six  hundred 
and  fort3' acres  in  Delhi  Township,  remaining  there 
for  seven  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  there  worked  for  one  year,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  bought  the 
farm  uiioii  which  he  now  resides. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  very  hap- 
pily married  in  1861  to  Miss  .lane  Cushman.  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Cushman.  wlio  was  an  old 
^  pioneer  in  De  Witt  Townshi|).  Mrs.  Morton  is 
also  a  sister  of  Gilbert  Cushman.  of  Meridian 
Township.  The  lady  was  born  February  17,  1839, 
in  Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  and  when 
three  years  of  age,  she  with  hei'  parents  moved  to 
Clinton  County,  this  State.  Children  of  their  own 
have  lieen  denied  this  worthy  couijle,  but  the}- 
bestowed  the  wealth  of  their  affection  and  protect- 
ing care  upon  an  adopted  son,  taken  into  the  fam- 
ily when  he  was  eight  months  of  .age.  He  goes  bv 
the  name  of  the  name  of  .Joseph  .1.  Morton  and 
was  l)orn  May  15,  1871.  This  young  man  has 
most  flattering  prospects  for  tlie  future.  He  is 
bright  and  intelligent  and  his  fiiends  will  be 
greatly  disappointed  if  he  does  not  realize  their 
expectations  for  him.     Mr.  Morton  is  a  memlicr  of 
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the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Capitol 
Lodge,  No.  66,  of  Lansing.  He  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  been  a 
Greenback  advocate.  The  center  of  a  wide  circle 
of  friends.  Mr.  ]\Iorton  merits  the  esteem  and  con- 
tidcncp  wliich  is  accorded  liini  on  every  side. 


t=i. 


^-^^1 


ORTIMER  D.  GARDNER.  This  gentle- 
man, who  is  the  son  of  Amilo  and  Ilan- 
^fc  nah  (Mixter)  Gardner,  is  the  grandson  of 
William  Gardner  of  Connecticut,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Millford,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  hut  whose  death  occurred  by 
drowning,  after  he  h;Hl  returned  to  Connecticut 
when  an  old  man.  His  large  family  of  children 
bore  the  following  names:  Alexander,  Amilo, 
Almiron.  Abel,  Myndred,  Lovilla,  Lucy  and  Delia. 
Alexander,  Almiron,  Abel,  Lovilla  and  Lucy  have 
died.  William  Gardner  married  Mary  Randall, 
who  was  Mrs.  AVightman  by  a  previous  marriage. 
He  was  an  active  Democrat  in  liis  political  S3'mj)a- 
thies  and  served  his  country  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Amilo  Gardner  was  born  September  18,  1805, 
and  pursued  farming  most  of  his  life,  although  in 
early  years  he  was  a  drover,  buying  cattle  all  over 
the  State  of  New  York.  He  also  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  through  most  of  his  life  in  New  York. 
In  1850  he  moved  by  team  and  wagon  from  Her- 
kimer. N.  Y.,  to  Fulton  County,  111.,  being  thirty- 
three  days  on  the  road,  and  the  following  spring 
he  i)ursui'd  his  journey  to  Michigan  liy  way  of 
Chicago,  and  in  the  spring  of  1851  (only  forty 
years  ago)  his  horses  mired  in  the  streets  of  Chi- 
cago and  he  had  to  pull  them  out  with  an  ox- 
team.  He  bought  and  settled  ujwn  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  28,  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  he  proceeded  to  clear  and.  improve  it 
,Tnd  jjlace  upon  it  excellent  farm  buildings. 

Tiie  father  of  our  subject  was  the  first  man  who 
raised  hops  in  Michigan  and  lie  sold  as  much  as 
$5,000  worth  of  this  crop  in  a  single  year.  A 
team,  a  wagon  and  $7  were  his  fortune  when  he 
left  New  Y''ork,  and   he  is  now  a  successful  man, 


owning  three  luindied  and  eighty  acres  of  excel- 
lent and  richly  cultivated  land.  His  six  children 
are  Mortimer  D.,  William  D.,  Alonzo  E.,  Austin 
R.,  James  R.  and  an  adopted  daughter,  Laura  L. 
Williams.  The  father  and  mother  are  earnest  and 
devoted  Christians,  and  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  re- 
spectively, and  the  father  has  ever  been  an  active 
and  stanch  Democrat.  He  is  a  liberal  giver  to 
church  and  charitable  purposes,  and  the  house  of 
worship  which  was  erected  upon  his  farm  was  half 
paid  for  by  this  liberal  family.  He  has  served  the 
l)ulilic  as  Postmaster  for  twenty-six  years. 

The  mother  of  Mortimer  Gardner  was  bom  .lan- 
uarv  8,  1814,  and  died  October  7,  1881,  being  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Bronson)  Mixter, 
who  carried  on  a  farm  in  New  York.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  May  10,  1834,  in  Warren. 

Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a  common 

'        .*■ 
school    education,  by    which    he    so    thoroughly 

profited  .as  to  be  able  to  teach  in  both  New  York 
and  Michigan,  lie  makes  a  specialty  of  teaching 
Mono-Chromatic  painting,  whicii  he  fhids  very 
profitable,  and  he  sometimes  receives  from  his 
pupils  as  much  as  §500  in  a  single  season.  He 
moved  with  his  parents  to  the  AVest,  but  not  lik- 
ing Illinois,  started  back  to  New  York,  and  stop- 
ping in  Michigan  found  a  congenial  liome,  which 
he  has  since  maintained  in  this  State.  He  began 
farming  with  his  father,  and  also  "kept  tavern."  as 
it  was  then  called,  where  they  now  reside. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  December  27,  1854, 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Griswold  brought  to  his  home  a 
cultivated  and  intelligent  lady,  who  is  a  fit  help- 
mate to  this  progressive  man.  She  was  born  in 
Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  teacher  Cor 
years,  being  largely  self-educated.  Her  parents, 
George  G.  and  Alzina  (Ro))erts)  Griswold,  were 
born  in  Chemung  County,  and  her  father  was  a 
farmer,  who  came  to  Oceola  Township,  Livingston 
County,  in  the  territorial  days  and  here  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land.  His  family  consisted  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  had  Ixirii  to  them 
two  children,  Amito  (i.  and  Adda  A.,  now  the  wife 
of  George  Wilcox.  Our  subject  is  an  honored  and 
respected    member    of    the    Free    and    Accepted 
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Masons.  an<l  lidtli  lie  and  his  wood  Mife  arc  k'ading' 
iiienibers  of  the  ilethodist  Episcopal  Chim-ii. 
Siuee  his  first  coming  lo  the  State  he  has  resided 
continuously  in  Tyrone  Township,  and  he  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  on  sec- 
tions 27  and  28,  from  most  of  which  he  has  him- 
self cleared  away  the  trees.  This  gentleman  has 
lieen  active  in  politics  and  attends  all  the  conven- 
tions, having  served  nine  years  as  clerk.  He  has 
generally  declined  |)olitical  honors,  but  has  ser\'(Ml 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  twenty-five  years  and  as 
Notary  Public  for  the  same  length  of  time. 

William  D.  (rardner,  a  l)rother  of  our  subject. 
married  Lenora  (iriswol  1,  and  they  are  tiie  parents 
of  two  sons.  Alonzo  married  Nettie  L.  Reed  and 
Austin  K.  married  IMary  Kinsman,  and  to  them  have 
lieen  granted  two  daughters.  .Tames  H.  (lardner 
married  Emma  Kinsman,  and  Laura  Williams,  tiie 
adopted  sister,  is  the  wife  of  .Joseph  H.  (iriswold 
and  has  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 


ILAND  S.  W  IIX'OX.  This  well-known  and 
highly  respected  farmer  whose  pleasant 
\\\  home  ma\-  be  found  on  section  10,  Oceola 
;  Township,  Livingston  County,  is  of  East- 
ern birth,  his  nativity  having  occurred  .July  K. 
1830,  in  Alleghany  County.  N.  Y.,  where  liis  father, 
Alonzo  Wilco.x,  was  also  a  native  in  1807.  Our 
subject's  mother, Sarah  Dean,  a  Vermonter  by  birth, 
lived  witli  her  young  husliand  on  the  tract  known 
as  the  Holland  Purchase  until  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1836. 

The  first  family  home  in  tiie  West  was  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Dr.  Wi.xon  place,  in  Novi  Town- 
ship. Oakland  ('(lunty.  Iiut  after  about  a  year  they 
came  to  Livingston  County,  settling  in  Oceola 
■lownsliiji  and  taking  up  Government  land  on 
section  33,  in  the  year  1837.  Here  the  young  man 
cut  logsand  Imilt  him  a  log  house  measuring  alioiil 
14x24.  and  having  cleared  up  the  place,  improved 
and  cultivated  it.  made  it  his  home  for  seven  years, 
>ulise(|ueiit    to  wliicli    they  removed   to  sections   4 


and  y,  of  the  same  township,  aiul  tliere  again  l)uilt 
a  log  house  and  improved  the  land.  His  last  years 
were  spent  in  Fowlerville  where  he  lived  to  be 
seventy-four  years  old.  His  politics  led  him  to 
affiliate  with  the  Democratic  iiarty  and  he  served 
his  township  faithfully  and  elHcicntly  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  His  good  wife  lived  to  be  seventy- 
eight  years  old  and  was  the  mother  of  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  still  living 
and  have  families  of  their  own. 

Our  subject  is  the  ftrst-liorn  of  his  parents  and 
was  a  child  of  six  years  when  the  family-  migration 
was  made  to  this  State.  He  has  therefore  spent 
most  of  his  life  here  and  received  his  schooling  in 
the  log  schoolhouses  of  Oceola  Tf)wnship.  His 
boyhood  days  alternated  between  school  and  farm 
work,  and  he  was  an  efficient  helper  to  his  father 
and  when  cpiite  jouug  assumed  charge  of  the  farm. 
For  ten  years  he  was  accustomed  to  go  into  the 
pine  regions  during  the  lumbering  .sea.sons  but 
spent  his  summers  on  the  farm. 

Debby  Chambers  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
lady  who  became  the  bride  of  our  subject.  Septem- 
ber 27,  1857.  She  was  born  in  New  York  but  came 
when  quite  a  small  child  with  her  father,  James 
Cliamliers.  to  ^Michigan.  After  marriage  the  young 
couple  made  their  home  on  the  spot  where  thej^  still 
reside,  as  the  young  man  had  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  had  it  partly  paid  for  be- 
fore marriage.  Here  he  built  a  little  log  house  in 
tiie  midst  of  the  clearing  and  proceeded  to  im- 
prove the  property  and  cultivate  it.  Not  a  stick 
liad  been  cut  upon  the  place  before  he  took  it,  but 
|)revious  to  settling  here  he  liad  put  twelve  acres 
into  condition  for  tillage. 

'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have  been  blessed  liy  the 
birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Alonzo  J.,  who 
married  Miss  Hetty  Staley,  of  Oceola  Townshij); 
Emma  B.  and  Adelbcrt,  both  of  whom  reside  at 
home.  From  small  beginnings  our  subject  has 
gained  a  handsome  ])roperty,  .and  besides  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the  home  place  he  has 
forty  acres  on  section  4,  seventeen  acres  on  section 
3.  and  fifteen  acres  on  section  2.  Tiie  attractive 
and  commodious  liouse  in  wliicli  his  family  now 
resides  was  erected  by  him  in  1869  at  a  cost  of 
¥2,00(1.     His   horse    barn    has    the    dimensions  of 
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37x37  feet,  the  old  barn  is  30x41  feet  and  the  grain 
liarns  are  3(jx44  and  30x46.  He  keeps  oii  an  aver- 
age one  liundred  and  fifty  liead  of  stieep  whicli  lie 
finds  to  be  i)r<>titalik'.  and  lie  deals  largely  in  tlieni, 
buying  and  selling.     He  also  keeps  good  horses. 

The  political  views  of  "Sir.  Wilcox  have  led  liiin 
into  alliance  with  the  foi'ces  of  tlie  Democratic 
jiarty  and  lie  has  great  faitli  tliat  tiie  principles 
]ii'oiniilgated  l>v  tlie  aiitlior  of  the  Declai'ation  of 
Independence  will  yet  triumph  in  the  gover'nment 
of  America,  but  lie  is  not  an  otiice  seelver  and  lias 
lield  no  ])ositions  of  public  service.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  tlie  Independent  Older  of  Odd 
Fellows,  lie  is  well-liiiown  in  the  county  as  favor- 
able to  all  good  causes  and  jjays  generously  for  the 
support  of  institutions  of  religion  and  education, 
alliougli  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  particular  clmrch. 


p?JBER  S.  ANDREWS,  editor  of  the  WiUiams- 
^  ton  Enterprise,  is  a  .son  of  Sylvester  An- 
Li^j  drews,  and  a  grandson  of  AVilliam  Andrews, 


who  was  born  October  18,  1789,  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  died  !SIay  7,  1856.  AVhen  a  young  man  Will- 
iam Andrews  went  to  New  York,  and  in  1813  was 
married  to  Reliecca  Hall,  a  native  of  Saratoga 
County,  who  was  born  ^lay  13,  1796,  and  died 
(Jctolier  20,  1824.  To  them  the  following  children 
were  born:  George,  deceased;  Jlartin  B.,  Eii  B., 
Sylvester  S.,  Delia  E..  Hiram  B.,  Cliarity  C.  and 
Susan  L.  All  of  these  children  were  born  in  New 
York,  and  it  was  in  1833  that  William  Andrews 
came  to  ^Michigan  and  settled  in  Comnierce  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  whence  he  removed  in 
1845  to  Howell,  Livingston  County,  where  he 
died.  His  good  wife  spent  her  last  days  with  her 
eldest  sou  in  Ionia  County.  Her  husband  passed 
his  last  j'ears  upon  a  farm,  but  during  most 
of  his  life  devoted  liis  energies  to  managing  a 
saw'inill. 

Sylvester  Andrews  was  born  February  18,  1821, 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  aecomi)anied  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan, and  upon  (irst  leaving  home  was  engaged  in 


the  sawmill  business  in  Port  Huron.  His  wife, 
^laria,  was  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Hudson,  a  son  of 
Abram  Hudson,  of  ^lorristown.  N.  .1.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  siiliject  had  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Frank,  Elisha,  Nancy,  Sydney,  Elizabetli,  (_)1- 
ive,  Pluma  A.,  Maria  and  Charlotte.  Sir.  Hudson  was 
a  millwriglit  and  fainicr.  and  a  man  ^if  consider- 
alile  property,  and  one  of  of  the  jjioneers  of  Oak- 
land County.  He  finally  removed  to  Saginaw 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness. 

To  Sylvester  Andrews  and  his  good  wife  were 
born  only  one  child,  our  subject.  The  fatlier  is 
an  express  agent  at  Howell,  IMich.,  where  he  is 
also  engaged  in  selling  agricultural  imple- 
ments, a  line  of  business  in  which  has  been  in- 
terested for  many  years.  He  is  still  in  active 
business,  although  he  has  reached  the  hmit  of  three- 
score 3-ears  and  ten.  His  faithful  and  devoted 
wife  was  snatched  from  his  side  by  death  in 
vVngust,  1855,  when  the  cholera  swept  through  Port 
Huron.  He  has  since  that  time  twice  married,  but 
no  children  have  been  born. 

Eber  .S.  Andrews  was  born  in  Port  Huron,  Slay 
12.  1853,  and  ;it  tlie  age  of  six  went  to  Livingston 
County  with  his  parents,  where  he  resided  until 
1872.  He  started  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  and  worked  iqiou  a  farm  until  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Joseph  T.  Titus,  and  after  working 
for  three  years  at  the  printers'  trade  decided  to 
attend  school  for  a  year  at  Howell,  wiiich  oppor- 
tunity he  improved  most  heartily,  as  he  had  had 
no  other  education  except  what  he  received  in  the 
common  country  schools.  In  1871  lie  went  to 
Saginaw,  and  in  1872  was  married  in  Howell  to 
Emma  Huntington,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  William 
Iluutingtcm.  who,  when  a  young  man.  had  emi- 
grated to  Oakland  County,  where  he  was  married 
to  Phfebe  Tibbits. 

The  father  of  jNIrs.  Andrews,  althougli  now 
seventy-four  years  of  age,  is  in  active  inactice  as  a 
|)hysiciau  in  Howell,  and  his  son  William  C.  is  also 
following  the  same  profession  there.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  Andrews  made  his  home  in  .lackson. 
and  afterward  in  Kalamazoo,  and  later  in  Howell, 
in  all  three  places  following  his  trade.     At  Howell 
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he  piircliasod  an  interest  in  tlie  Livingston  Rppubli- 
can.  and  after  one  year's  experienoe  upon  tliat  news- 
paper he  eanie  to  Willianiston,  and  pnrcliased  in 
Decenilier.  11S74.  the  Willianiston  Enterj)ris(',  ^vhMi 
lie  has  since  eondueted  and  edited.  He  lias  one  of 
the  best  equijjpcd  country  oHices  in  the  State,  and 
has  built  up  ipiite  a  liusiucss  in  joli  priutinw. as  for 
lifteen  years  he  has  made  a  s])ecialty  of  society 
printing,  and  his  paper  has  a  circulation  of  twelve 
hundred. 

To  our  subject  and  his  amiable  and  inteiligent 
wife  have  been  born  four  children — Olive  M.  re- 
sides at  home  and  graduated  in  IH'.tl  from  the 
AVilliamston  High  School;  .Jessie  is  in  the  senior 
class  of  the  same  school;  and  Helen  and  Neinu 
are  still  school  girls.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a  Hoyal 
Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Williamston  l^odge, 
No.  153.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  higher 
liranches  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  belongs 
to  Williamston  Lodge,  ^"o.  205.  In  the  Baptist 
Church  with  which  he.  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
connected  he  is  a  leader,  and  is  now  for  the  third  time 
tilling  the  otllce  of  Clerk  of  the  Shiawassee  Baptist 
A>sociation,  which  includes  Ingham,  Clinton  and 
Shiawassee  Counties.  He  is  memlierof  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  during  three  terms  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


RRIX  N.  M( )( )N.  M.  1 ).  ( )ne  of  the  younger 
practitioners  of  the  healing  art  in  the  city 
of  Howell,  Livingston  County,  Dr,  Moon 
has  already  had  a  fair  degree  of  success,  and  being 
a  well-informed  man  as  well  as  a  skillful  [iracti- 
tioner  it  could  not  be  otherwise.  Dr.  .Aloon.  whose 
portrait  accompanies  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of 
(  heshire.  Allegan  (  ounty,  Mich.,  his  natal  day 
being  December  28,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Xel.son 
O.  and  I^meline  (Hewett)  Jloon.  natives  of  Xew 
York.  In  his  youthful  days.  Mr.  Moon  Sr.  w.as 
engaged  in  teaching  in  his  native  State  and  after 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1855,  he  was  alM)  for  a 
time  employi'd  in  the  work  of   a    pedagogue,  con- 


tinuing in  this  direction  until  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  Allegan  County,  ^Mich..  March  1,  1857. 
After  that  he  settled  down  to  farming,  continuing 
this  work  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  held  the  oftice 
of  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  also  Notary  Public. 
The  death  of  Nelson  O.  Moon  took  place  ^larch 
10,  187."5,  his  wife  having  preceded  liim  by  several 
jears,  her  death  occurring  .July  10,  18G8.  His 
father  was  Royal  H.  JMoon,  a  native  of  N«w  York 
and  a  farmer,  who  died  in  1842.  He  had  only  two 
children — Mrs.  Ann  Bagly,  who  died  in  18()(i,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

Dr.  Moon  is  one  of  five  children,  only  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  in  order  of  birth 
Orrin  N.,  our  subject,  j\Irs.  Nettie  .Toy,  Mrs.  Ella 
Bennett  and  Mrs.  Abbie  L.  Thompson.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a  Republican.  He  served  in  the  army 
for  eighteen  months,  being  commissioned  as  Second 
Lieutenant  and  Jjelonging  to  the  Third  Michigan 
Cavalry,  Company  I,  His  health  failing  him  he 
was  oliliged  to  resign  his  commission  and  return 
home.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Our  suJiject  remained  on  the 
farm  until  his  father's  death,  receiving  very  good 
educational  advantages  meantime.  After  finishing 
the  district  scliool  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  he 
attended  the  Battle  Creek  High  School,  after  which 
he  entered  the  dental  office  of  D.  C.  Hauhurst  and 
was  there  emplo.yed  for  two  years.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  l)egan  to  read  medicine  witli 
Dr.  Millspaugh  of  Battle  Creek,  and  in  the  year 
1878  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor. 

On  leaving  Ann  Arbor  he  located,  first  at 
.Jamestown,  Ottawa  County,  ^lich.,  where  he  spent 
one  year  and  then  attended  the  Keokuk  ^ledical 
College  of  Physicians  and  Sui-geons,  being  grad- 
uated therefrom  !Marcli  1,  1881.  There  he  held  the 
position  of  Assistant  Demonstrator  in  Anatomy. 
He  then  relui-ned  to  .Jamestown  and  remained  for 
another  year,  when  he  moved  into  the  Holland 
Colony  in  Ottawa  County  in  the  townsiiip  of  Zee- 
land,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  for  some  five 
3'ears,  after  which  be  removed  to  Fennville,  Alle- 
gan County,  where  he  opened  a  drug  store  in  con- 
nection with  his  practice,  he  being  a  registered  and 
practical  [iharinacist.     After  two  years'  stay  at  the 
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last-named  place  he  sold  out  his  business  interests 
and  came  to  IIowcll  in  1JS«7  where  lie  litis  f^incc 
been  in  active  practice.  Here  he  has  a  large  and 
remunerative  patronage  and  is  ])opnlar  among  all 
classes  of  peojile. 

Dr.  ^loon  was  first  married  Septemlier  13,  187it, 
to  Miss  Minnie  S.  Van  Zee.  of  Salem,  Allegan 
County.  Jiicli..  and  one  cliild  was  horn  unto  them. 
Selwyn  \V..  whose  birth  occurred  December  31, 
IMMl.  The  union  was  an  unhappy  one  and  <m 
.June  13.  l><>Si).in  the  Superior  Court  of  (^rand 
Rapids  in  chancery  before  the  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Par- 
rish,  .ludge  of  said  coui-t,  a  divorce  from  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  was  granted  unto  the  complainant. 
Orrin  N.  ^loon.  and  the  care,  custody  and  educa- 
tion of  said  Selwyn  AV..  was  granted  unto  same. 

Dr.  Moon  was  again  mairied  Septemlier-  10.  \SH'>. 
his  bride  being  Miss  Cecelia  Walters,  of  (irand 
Rajjids,  this  State.  This  estimable  lady  was  born 
in  Cardiff,  Wales.  December  1.  1  «(il  and  lias  borne 
her  husband  two  childien,  who  brighten  the  hcmie. 
They  are — (Jrriii  X..  born  ^Nlarch  1.  1!S87.  and 
Cecil  W.,  March  10.  li-i.S!>.  Socially  the  Doctor 
belongs  to  Howell  Lodge  No.  :W.  A.  F.  iV  .V.  M., 
and  also  to  the  Chapter  Xo.  7  of  (irand  Ra|)ids. 
He  also  is  identified  with  the  (iraiid  Ra))ids  Coun- 
cil No.  10,  the  Knights  Tem|ilar  of  Howell,  and 
the  New  Moon  Lodge  No.  284.  I.  ().  ().  F..  of 
Jamestown  Center.  ^lich.  He  is  the  oldest  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Medical  .Society  residing  in 
Howell.  His  [iractice  has  extended  beyond  the 
immedialc  locality  so  that  he  has  now  a  wide 
circuit  in  the  conntry.  which  entails  miu'h  hard 
riding.  This,  however,  is  a  hardship  that  most 
physicians  are  not  averse  to. 


llOIIN  A.  CREENER.  This  worthy- citizen  of 
Colioctah  Township,  Livingstim  County, 
who  has  proved  his  worth  as  a  member  of 
^^''  society  and  as  a  successful  farmer,  was  born 
September  13,  18.59,  on  his  father's  old  homestead 
where  he  still  resides,  an  estate  which  is  located  on 


section  28,  of  the  township.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Henrietta  Greener,  who  came  to  the  I'liited 
States  fr<mi  German _y  aliout  the  year  183i).  They 
made  their  first  home  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
father  worked  in  the  iron  mines,  but  after  that 
made  New  .lersey  their  home  for  a  short  time,  and 
during  their  stay  there  ^Nlr.  Greener  was  a  teamster. 

This  enterprising  coiqile  had  heai'd  much  of  the 
fame  of  tlie  Western  land  and  especially  of  the  pro- 
ductiveness and  climate  of  ^Michigan  and  they  de- 
cided they  would  no  longer  remain  in  the  East, 
where  they  had  found  no  great  demand  for  their 
efl'orts.  They  therefore  took  jiassage  by  boat  on 
the  Erie  Canal  during  the  year  1837  or  1838,  and 
from  Buffalo  came  by  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit.  Upon 
reaching  Livingston  County  they  took  up  the  land 
which  now  forms  the  homestead,  and  settling  up(ui 
forty  acres,  went  to  work  to  improve  it  and  plant 
cro|)s.  To  this  farm  they  added  from  time  to  time 
until  tlu'\  owned  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres,  which  they  remained  ujion  until  death 
ensued.  The  father  passed  from  earth  in  Apiil. 
l.S(i;!.  lit  the  age  of  fifl\-two  years,  and  his  widow- 
died  in  October,  18X3,  having  reached  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  They  were  the  jjarents  of  seven 
i-hildren,  namely:  .loliii.  wliu  died  in  infancy: 
Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty;  Elizabeth, 
Luther.  ^Margaret,  .John  A.  and  Catherine  E. 

The  children  of  this  family  were  lirouglil  up  in 
the  faith  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  to  which  their 
jiarents  lioth  belong,  and  although  they  were 
nnalile  lo  give  their  oflfspring  much  of  this  w-orld's 
[lossessions,  they  did  leave  them  a  sacred  heritage 
of  faith,  hope  and  charity.  To  our  subject  was 
given  the  best  opportunity  which  was  then  avail- 
able for  an  education,  but  the  common  schools  of 
the  day  were  narrow  in  their  currieuhim,  although 
excellent  in  drill.  Hut  [lioneer  Iioys  did  not  have 
much  time  to  devote  to  study,  as  their  strength  and 
i  labor  w.as  needed  in  subduing  the  wilderness  and 
raising-  the  necessary  croi)S. 

Since  the  death  of  the  fatlier  this  son  has  made 
his  home  iip(ni  the  homestead  and  he  has  added 
thereto  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  eighty  of 
which  he  has  improved.  His  married  life  began 
October  12,  1887,  and  his  bride  was  known  in 
maidenhood   as  Merta  E.  Pratt.     This  amiable  and 
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interesting  lady  is  a  native  of  Cohoetah  Township 
and  a  dauijlilcr  of  Amos  and  Sarah  ((iindeu)  Pralt. 
She  is  an  active  and  effieient  memher  of  tiie  Metli- 
odist  I'^pisoopa!  C'liiireh.  wliere  lier  inllitence  is 
highly  i)iize(l.  The  political  ideas  wliich  Mr. 
Greener  considers  most  sound  are  tliose  wliieii  are 
expressed  in  the  deliverances  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  has  faitli  in  tlie  nltimate  success  of 
that  l)odv. 


^>^^<^^-^' 


OHN  R.  STELZER.  Belonging  to  tliat  class 
of  Teutonic  emigrants  whose  industry  and 
economy  soon  placed  them  in  comfortal)le 
and  resjionsible  positions  on  coming  into 
the  new  country,  our  suliject  has  taken  advantage 
of  every  circumstance  that  he  could  turn  to  his 
own  account,  and  the  consequence  is  tliat  he  is  in 
a  most  coml'orlalile  financial  position  and  a  farmer 
who  has  accumulated  a  liaudsome  competency  in 
the  pursuit  of  liis  calling  in  this  State.  A  resi- 
dent on  section  12,  Cohoetah  Township.  Living- 
ston (dunty,  he  was  l)orn  .June  l.j.  1.S48,  in  (Ter- 
many.  and  is  a  son  of  Wolf  (t.  and  ^Margaret  (C'rnl) 
Stelzer 

The  original  of  tliis  sketch  came  across  the 
ocean  witli  his  parents,  landing  in  this  coiuitry  in 
is.").i  and  Ihey  |iin'sued  their  course  at  once  to  the 
northern  tier  of  the  Central  States  and  located  in 
Livingston  County,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  tiie 
district  schools  in  lii>  adopted  land.  It  was  not  a 
great  while  until  our  sul)ject  was  equipped  for  the 
struggle  of  life  and  working  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  majority  ot  other  youths  of  the  nation. 
At  nineteen  he  liegan  work  for  himself,  lieiug  eni- 
[iloyed  in  the  service  of  farmers  by  the  month  and 
year  and  receiving  ¥;S.')()  per  annum  for  two  years 
and  >'24(i  for  three  years.  When  twenty-two  years 
of  age  he  left  honu^  and  was  engaged  in  work  by 
tlie  montii.  The  lirst  farm  wliich  he  himself  owiicil 
comprised  forty  acres  of  timber  land  which  he  i)iir- 
chased  in  1X71.  This  he  cleared  and  improved 
and  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  tlie  original 
purcliase  until    lie    now    owns    two    hundred    and 


thirty-one  acres.  His  success  in  the  world  was  as- 
sured before  he  ever  received  any  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, for  on  his  father's  decease  he  received  *  1,200 
from  his  estate.  Mr.  Stelzer  has  cleared  for 
himself  and  others  over  three  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

Since  coming  to  this  State  our  sul)jcct  has  never 
been  a  resident  in  Cohoetah  Township  and  liis  in- 
terest in  this  locality  is  consequently,  paramount, 
here  are  his  nearest  and  dearest  ties.  September  6, 
1880,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Thumser,  who 
was  here  horn  May  12,  185.').  She  is  a  daughter 
of  .John  and  Hannah  (Siler)  Thumser,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  Saxony  respectively.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren— Eddie  and  Elina.  wlio  are  intelligent  and 
progressive  young  people.  Mr.  Stelzer  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics. 


ENKY  K.  .MALinV.  This  sterling  and 
I  leading  man  and  excellent  farmerand  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  two  humhed  forty  acres 
,[§)j  of  excellent  land  on  section  7,  (ireen  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  was  born  at  the  old 
Maltby  liomestead  on  tlie  same  section,  March  28, 
184;').  .\lmon  Maltby.  his  father,  was  liorn  in 
Henrietta  County.  >;.  Y..  in  l!Sll.;indin  1832  came 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  company  with  a  brother, 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  pushed  into  the 
wilderness  to  make  a  home.  Tliey  located  where 
the  pretty  little  country  town  of  Brighton  now 
stands,  although  the  country  for  miles  around  was 
a  wilderness, 

.Vs  soon  as  they  could  conveniently  do  so  they 
erected  a  saw  mill  and  began  to  manufacture  lum- 
ber for  the  army  of  home  seekers  who  were  follow- 
I  ing  in  their  footsteps.  They  operated  the  mill  for 
'  a  number  of  \'ears  and  in  the  meantime  Almon 
1  Maltby  entered  eight}-  acres  of  land  in  Shiawassee 
I  County,  although  he  never  located  ujioii  it.  He 
I    erected  the  first  frame  house  in  Ihighton. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  young  man  of 
more  than  ordinarv  intelligence  and  education,  and 
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l.-uiolit  M-lioiil  (liii'iiii;  tlic  Hi~l  winter  at'tei-  hi-  .mi- 
ii\;il  in  ILiinliiiig  Township,  lie  was  fond  of  liunl- 
ing  and  during  his  pioneer  days  killed  a  good 
many  deer.  lie  subsequently  imrchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  7,  Green  Oak  Township,  a 
short  distance  from  Brighton  and  there  located. 
He  was  an  active,  industi'ious  man  and  liecame 
very  prosperous.  He  cleared  and  improved  his 
land  as  far  as  it  was  possible  and  from  year  to  j'ear 
acquired  additional  acres  as  his  means  permitted. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883, 
he  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  choice  laud.  He 
was  for  three  years  Supervisor  of  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship. 

Almon  Maltby  was  twice  married,  his  lirst  wife 
being  Jane  Hawley,  whose  married  life  was  brief, 
lasting  through  only  a  few  years.  Of  her  three 
children  one  died  in  infancy  and  two  lived  to 
manhood  and  served  during  Ihe  Civil  War,  one  of 
them  drying  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
The  second  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Esther 
Moore.  She  was  born  in  New  ^  <irk  and  came  to 
Oakland  County  witii  her  parents  at  an  early  day. 
She  is  still  living  and  is  now  in  her  seventieth 
year,  and  her  four  children  are  all  living. 

The  young  man  of  whom  we  write,  availed  him- 
self of  all  the  advantages  he  could  sectne  in  the 
district  school,  .and  in  1866  attended  a  coninuMcial 
college  in  Chicago  for  one  term.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  for  several  years  after  re.aching  his 
majority  and  had  the  management  of  the  farm 
during  most  of  that  time.  He  celebrated  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  our  Nation's  indepen- 
dence by  a  most  impre.ssive  ceremonial  in  which  he 
was  united  for  life  with  the  lady  of  his  choice. 
Miss  Mary  Knabb,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  liirth  of  two  sons — 
Almon  II.  and  Robert  D.,  sons  of  whom  an_y  parent 
may  well  be  proud.  They  are  bright  boys  and  well 
deserve  the  confidence  of  their  parents,  and  are 
very  helpful  to  their  father  upon  the  farm.  Almon 
II.,  who  is  thirteen  years  of  age,  cut  during  the 
harvest  time  thirty-five  acres  of  grain. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  IVIaltby  liring  him 
into  connection  with  the  Repviblican  part}'  and  he 
is  quite  prominent  as  a  quiet  leader  of  thought  in 
their  ranks.     For  several  'A'ears  he  has  filled  the  of- 


lirc  ol'  .llistice  of  the  Peace  .-n id  i--till  in  lli:it  oltice. 
lie  has  also  lieen  Supervisi.ir  for  three  terms,  Ijeing 
lirst  elected  in  1884.  He  has  a  fine  farm,  a  good 
house  and  liarns.  all  of  which  have  been  erected 
bv  himself  and  he  takes  great  interest  in  rais- 
ing good  grades  of  stock.  He  has  a  fine  ttocjt  of 
registered  Shropshire  sheep  and  a  very  flue  herd  of 
.lersey  cattle,  which  is  considered  (me  of  the  l)est 
specimens  of  that  popular  breed  in  this  vicinity. 
Mr.  Maltby  is  a  popular  and  ])rogressive  farmei' 
and  an  excellent  citizen,  who  is  willing  to  help  for- 
ward all  movements  which  will  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  eommunitv. 


-^ 


'"■p  2' 


«^ 


KS.  ELVIRA  U'lHTAKER,  The  presence 
!V\  of  a  good  woman  in  a  neighborhood  is  a 
*  scource  and  cause  of  ])ublic  congratula- 
tion, for  by  her  works  of  tender  mercy, 
symiiathy  and  lienevolence,  she  can  accomplish 
more  than  one  of  the  sterner  sex.  and  in  these 
days  of  emancipation  from  old  time  ideas  as 
legards  incapacity  for  business  life,  her  sex  have 
proved  themselves  to  be  the  equal  of  their  brothers 
in  the  energy  and  judgment  with  which  they  pur 
>ue  their  chosen  calling.  She  of  whom  we  write 
is  tlie  successful  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  compris 
ing  one  hundred  .acres  ou  section  32,  Handy 
Townshi]),  Livingston  County. 

iNIrs.  Whitaker  came  to  this  farm  in  lHi')l».  Part 
of  the  land  was  cleared  at  that  time.  At  jH-esent 
she  is  engaged  in  general  fai'ming,  sui)i)lementing 
the  products  of  her  fields,  orchard  and  garden  b\- 
tlie  income  that  she  gets  through  her  stock.  It  is 
a  fine  place  and  well  cared  for.  The  lady  of  whom 
we  wiite  was  born  in  the  township  of  Pennfleld. 
:Monroe  County.  \.  Y..  .lune  18,  1834.  When 
only  eight  yeai's  of  age  her  parents  brought  their 
little  dauiihter  with  them  to  the  State  of  ilichigan. 
Tluy  were  Hufus  and  Angeline  (Burlingame) 
^loirison,  natives  of  New  York.  The  former  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  calling  and  on  coming 
to  Michigan  located  in  the  township  of  Salem. 
\\'ashtenaw  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
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Our  jiul)jec't  is  one  of  five  children.  The  eldest, 
Kliziibetli.  is  now  Mrs.  JIavtin.  Next  in  order  of 
birth  eomes  her  of  whom  we  write.  Tlien  Mor- 
timer. Osear  and  Alexander.  'Die  father's  de- 
cease toolv  |ilace  in  Salem,  in  1M4',I,  and  tlie  motlier 
iu  Flint,  Mich.,  in  1!S84.  Mrs.  Whit.aker's  fatiier  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  vote  and  jjolitical  following.  Her 
early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  both  parents  being 
members  of  that  body.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandsire  was  Samuel  Morrison  and  his  wife  was 
Mary  A.  (Canada)  ^Morrison,  natives  of  New  York 
and  there  engaged  in  the  calling  of  agriculture. 
They  had  a  large  family  and  were  kept  busy  sup- 
plying the  necessities  of  the  children.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
David  and  Nancy  (Sillier)  Burlingame.  They 
were  kindly  Christian  people  who  endeavored  to 
live  by  the  |)recepts  of  the  (iolden  Rule.  They 
also  had  a  large  family. 

Mrs.  Wliitaker  became  the  wife  of  Ourden  A. 
Wlii taker,  in  January  1852.  He  was  a  native  of 
Itica,  N.  Y.  and  tlie  son  of  Hiram  and  Christian 
(Casselman)  Wliitaker.  from  Connecticut  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  former  was  a 
blacksmith  and  the  bellows  were  kept  going  pretty 
constantly  in  order  to  keep  the  large  family  which 
clustered  about  his  hearth  and  board,  fed  and 
clothed.  They  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Salen).  \Va>htenaw  County,  at  an  early  day.  Mv. 
Whitaker  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  largely 
occupied  with  tiiat  calling  throughout  his  life,  al- 
th(jugh  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  singing  schools 
fur  siiinc  time  pridi- In  .-nid  aflci-  his  mari-iauc.  This 
event  took  phire  in  I><."i2  anil  he  inimcdiMtely 
>ettle(l  <.in  the  Inrni  wiiicli  his  wiihnv  iniw  ticciipies. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  lines  of  lliought 
and  was  actively  interested  in  doing  nil  that  he 
could  to  strengthen  his  party. 

Mr.  and  ^(rs.  Wliitaker  have  lieen  the  parents  of 
three  children.  Ada.  Fred  and  Alice.  The  eldest 
daughter  is  now  Mrs.  E.  Campbell  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children  Inez  and  Eva.  Fred  mar- 
ried Salinda  Barber:  Alice  is  now  ^[rs.  S.  D.  Hoy 
and  the  mother  of  one  child. a  il:\UL:hlcr  wlio  liears 
the  eupln.MUMiu^  n:iinc  of  11a.  The  lH'nclil>  ;in<l 
beauties  of  an   education   can  scarcely  be  apjireci- 


ated  more  than  hy  our  subject.  She  has  made 
many  sacrifices  in  order  to  give  her  children  every 
advantage  possible  and  they  are  cultured  and  re- 
lined  men  and  women  whose  presence  is  most 
benelicent  in  their  chosen  places  of  residence. 
Mrs.  Hoy  is  a  musician  of  no  mean  talent  and  has 
been  engaged  in  instructing  others  in  the  divine 
art.  The  lady  of  ^^'hom  it  is  oiu'  pleasant  privilege 
to  give  a  biographical  sketch,  is  a  woman  of  great 
perseverance  and  constancy  vi  purpose.  She 
carries  on  her  farm  most  successfully  and  lias  made 
of  it  an  ideal  abiding  |)lace.  It  is  a  very  fertile 
spot  in  which  she  raises  fruit  that  is  a  picture  of 
lusciousness.  She  breeds  horses  of  a  high  grade 
and  also  raises  cattle  and  grain. 


r' 


"j-^-j^ 


YLVESTER  O.  NOBLE.  A  resident  of 
J  the  village  of  Unadilla,  he  whose  name  is 
ty  )})  ^^  ^^'^  head  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  dis- 
tinguished family  whose  members  have  been 
conspicuous  in  ci^'il,  military  and  commercial  life. 
His  father,  Elnathan  Noble,  was  a  native  of  New 
Haven.  Conn.,  there  born  in  1776.  He  was  a 
manufacturer  of  hats,  etc.,  and  at  one  time  a 
very  wealthy  man,  but  losing  much  of  his  prop- 
erty came  to  Michigan  to  retrieve  if  i)ossible  his 
lost  fortune.  His  wife  was  Asenath  Cilliert,  a 
native  of  New  York.  The  couple  were  married  in 
Otsego  County.  N.  V..  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
liS-21.  Mrs.  Asenath  Xobic  died  in  1822.  Ilei' 
lin>linnd  married  three  times,  ^l^e  being  his  second 
wife.     They  were  the  parents  of  three  children. 

The  eldest  of  the  family  to  which  our  subject 
belongs  was  Butler  (i.  Noble,  an  ollieei-  iu  the 
United  States  Custom  House  for  thirty  ^ears  and 
a  splendidh'  talented  man.  He  was  also  Governor 
of  Wisconsin  during  the  C'ivil  War  and  then  went 
to  Ne^v  York  where  he  was  first  Inspectcir  of 
drugs  and  medicines  in  the  New  Yf)rk  Custom 
House,  iieing  idxi  Harbor  .\i:i>ter  for  several  year,--. 
()nly  a  few  weeks  ago  (  IMM  )  he  diecl  tVom  a  lit  of 
apoplexy  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
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five  years.  His  wife  soon  afterward  followed  him 
•iiid  her  dauij;hter,  tlie  wife  of  a  ridi  (Quaker,  died 
on  the  same  day.  The  youngest  son,  Ileiman  C. 
Noble,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in 
1848  and  died  at  the  Cajiitol  building  in  I^ansing. 
The  father  of  our  subject  jiassed  away  in  184L 
In  1881  the  parents  of  him  of  whom  we  write  came 
to  Dexter,  ]\Iich..  .'ind  located  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  on  section  34,  Lnadilla  Township,  lAv- 
inoston  County  on  the  west  one-half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  34.  In  order  to  reacii  their 
tract  thev  had  to  follow  an  Indian  trail,  there  be- 
ing no  roads  at  that  time.  I'lieir  first  night  in  the 
vicinity  was  spent  in  tlie  caliin  of  Amos  Williams, 
on  section  33. 

^Ir.  Xolile,  Sr..  liiiill  a  log  siianty  ten  feet  square 
and  this  he  covered  over  witli  grass.  It  was  made 
of  tamarack  logs  and  comfortable  in  spite  of  its 
diminutiveness.  They  had  the  first  horse  team  in 
the  township  and  cut  their  way  through  the 
woods.  'I'hat  was  liefore  Michigan  had  been  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  and  when  (Jov.  Mason  was 
at  the  head  of  affaii's.  Our  subject's  father  was 
the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  appointed  in  the 
township;  he  was  also  ajjijointed  Associate  .Fudge 
li\'  the  Governor  above  mentioned  and  tlie  first 
town  meeting  here  held  convened  in  the  log  house 
that  was  oiu-  suiiject's  first  home  here.  The  town- 
shii)  was  named  after  I'nadilla,  N.  Y.,  a  pretty 
village  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  it  being  so 
christened  by  our  sulijecfs  father.  He  acted  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years  and  finally 
died  upon  his  farm. 

On  first  coming  to  Lnadilla  there  was  but  one 
family  in  the  township  and  no  neighbors  near 
them.  Indians  were  plenty  and  although  their 
log  house,  the  increased  dimensions  of  which  was 
25x33  feet,  was  not  palatial  in  its  proportions 
all  newcomers  were  welcome  at  that  early  day. 
The  family  had  to  go  to  Dexter  ov  Ann  Arbor  to 
maikel.  ( )ur  subject's  father  was  an  P^piscopalian 
and  was  a  good  man,  his  morals  being  irre- 
proachalile. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Genoa, 
N.  Y.,  March,  12,  1819,  His  father's  name  will 
ever  be  remembered  in  that  pretty  city  as  he  was 
the    founder    of    Hobart    College  of    that   place. 


Receiving  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  his 
native  State  our  subject  was  liut  twelve  years  of 
.age  wiien  he  came  to  Michigan.  When  .seventeen 
years  old  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  without 
means  and  witiiout  friends  excepting'  tlio.se  he 
made,  lie  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio  and  hired  out 
to  the  contractors  who  were  building  the  State 
aqueducts  and  w;is  thus  engaged  for  three  years, 
working  iqi  until  he  received  $3  per  day.  He  then 
spent  one  summer  in  Cleveland  recruiting.  He 
has  rei)e.Mte(lly  been  at  the  home  of  William  Henry 
Harrison.  After  visiting  Chillicothe,  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  he  returned  home  and  settled  on  the 
farm.  lie  did  not  long  content  iiimsclf,  however, 
with  agricultural  w<n'k,  but  soon  after  was  engaged 
assisting  in  the  building  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  from  Dexter  to  Jackson,  He  then  helped 
in  the  arduous  task  of  Imilding  at  Leoni  on  the 
^liehigan  Central,  working  under  Engineer  Hay- 
den.  In  the  spring  of  tlie  year  1841>he  joined  the 
camp  of  the  Wolverine  Rangers  and  set  out  to 
cross  the  plains  for  California.  They  purchased 
their  outfits  at  St.  Louis,  made  a  camp  at  Indepen- 
dence, Mo.,  and  then  set  out  on  a  trip  which 
took  six  months.  They  lost  their  entire  train  in 
the  mountains,  having  taken  the  celebrated  (ireeii 
Horn  cut-off.  Their  train  was  very  long,  the 
wagons  being  drawn  entirely  by  oxen.  He  left 
the  train  and  went  ahead  with  one  other  man 
crossing  the  American  Desert,  a  distance  of  sev- 
enty-five miles  on  foot,  the  horses  having  been 
stolen  by  night  by  the  Indians.  The  suffering  was 
terrible.  His  desire  for  water  was  so  great  as  to 
cause  perfect  agony. 

He  of  whom  we  write  proceeded  to  Apple  Gate 
Pass  in  Oregon,  crossing  the  mountains  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Sacramento  River.  On  arriv- 
ing in  the  Golden  State  they  went  into  the  mines 
and  Mr.  Nolile  had  the  good  fortune  to  open  one 
of  the  richest  veins  discovered  by  his  party.  He 
staid  in  California  for  a  time  engaged  in  mining, 
finally  going  back  to  San  Francisco  on  foot.  Work 
of  a  different  sort  was  plentiful  and  [)aying  and 
our  subject  soon  abandoned  mining  and  began 
work  at  816  per  day,  spending  there  the  fall  and 
winter.  He  then  went  on  up  to  Feather  River, 
finally  coming  home  by   way  of   the  Isthmus  and 
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(lurino:  the  journey  hither  ,s|ieiil  thive  week^  nu  the 
water  in  a  dead  <:l1iii.  I^niiding  in  Central  America 
he  came  thence  to  New  Orleans  and  from  there 
proceeded  to  Michigan,  when  buying  out  hi? 
brother's  interest  he  settled  on  the  old  homestead. 
Ill  1841  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
^Nliss  Charlotte  E.  Montague,  a  daughter  of  Luke- 
and  Eunice  (Salsbury)  Montague.  They  have 
been  the  parents  of  two  children,  but  lK)th  have 
died.  Mrs.  Noble  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Noble  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics.  For  six  years 
he  was  Highway  Commissioner  and  was  elected  b,\' 
the  Democrats,  although  he  has  been  a  Republican. 
Now  retired  fixnn  active  lalior  our  subject  has 
reduced  his  cares  to  a  minimum  by  disposing'  of 
the  greater  part  of  his  farm,  and  now  has  only 
enough  to  support  him  nicely. 


yMLLIA:\r  \AX  lURKN.  Lansing,  higham 
/  County,  as  the  capital  of  the  State,  h.as  her 
full  quota  of  citizens  who  are  keenly  alive 
to  all  i)olitical  questions  and  the  fact  that  the  seat 
of  goveriiinent  is  situated  here,  no  doubt  stimu- 
lates an  interest  in  public  movements  and  builds 
up  a  community  of  men  who  are  known,  for  lack 
of  a  better  term,  as  politicians.  In  our  use  of  this 
word  we  wish  it  t<i  be  understood  that  we  do  not 
impl\  that  class  of  so-called  iioliticans  wtm  iiia\' 
I  letter  be  termed  demagogues,  liut  those  men  who 
are  . sincerely  interested  in  pohtical  questions  and 
\v.ivc  come  lo  tlie  front  as  lea<lers.  Such  an  oiu' 
i.-  found  ill  the  I'nited  States  3Iarshal  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  ^Michigan,  who  resides  in  Lan- 
sing. 

This  gentleman  was  lioru  in  1843.  After  ser\'- 
ing  an  apprenticeshiij  in  a  printing  otflce  in 
(iiielph.  Canada,  he  came  to  Detroit,  ^fich.,  in 
IKGI),  when  a  boy  of  eighteen  years  and  where  he 
remained  a  .short  time.  Like  most  printers  he  was 
.■seized  with  a  desire  to  see  more  of  the  world,  and 
made  journeys  .South  and  East,  working  in  various 
places,  returning,    however,   in   a   few    mouths  to 


Detroit.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  on  the 
Commercial  Advertixer  which  situation  he  left  to 
to  take  -'cases"  on  the  Advertiser  and  Tribune. 
He  soon  worked  up  to  the  position  of  foreman 
which  place  he  held  until  December  31,  1870.  ex- 
cepting a  short  period  when  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tiou  of  foreman  of  the  Tribune  book  room. 

In  January.  LSTi.  Mr.  Xnn  Kuren  came  to  Lan- 
sing and  took  a  position  as  foreman  for  W.  S. 
(ieorge  it  Co.,  who  were  then  .State  printers.  He 
continued  as  foreman  and  superintendent  of  the 
mechanical  de|)artmenl  until  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  (ieorge  in  December.  1881.  In  .January,  1882, 
he  was  appointed  business  manager  of  the  concern, 
and  in  .Tauuary,  1884,  he  bought  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  the  business  and  became  managing  part- 
ner. Ill  January,  1886.  the  whole  outfit  w.as  sold 
to  Thorp  dir  Godfrey.  During  all  of  this  time  the 
firm  had  been  publishing  the  Lansing  Republican 
of  which  for  four  years  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  gen- 
eral manager,  ilr.  "\'an  Buren  in  company  with 
B.  M.  Buck  organized  the  Lansing  Furniture  Com- 
pany in  1886  and  earned  it  on  for  a  few  months, 
after  which  the  business  was  disposed  of. 

When  the  City  National  Bank  was  organized 
'^\r.  Yaw  Buren  was  one  of  its  incorporators  and  is 
now  one  of  its  largest  stockholders  and  a  director. 
He  has  confined  himself  very  closely  to  business, 
with  the  exception  of  a  journey  which  he  took  in 
1889,  when  he  made  a  tour  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  coast.  It  was  upon  the  29th  of  March, 
isiio.  that  President  Harrison  a])pointed  'SXv.  \:\\\ 
I'.uren  Inited  States  Mar>lial  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  .Michigan  with  hcaihiuaitcis  at  Detroit. 
This  district  covers  aliout  ojic-half  of  the  Lower 
I'eninsula  and  involves  heavy  responsibilities. 
( )ther  official  duties  have  devolved  upim  him  in 
the  past,  and  have  been  thoroughly  discharged.  In 
1(SH7_8H  he  w.n.s  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  of 
the  'ity  of  Lansing  and  he  was  also  the  Supervisor 
for  one  year.  In  1879  the  citizens  of  Lansing 
luaile  iiiin  tlieir  M.ayor  and  he  received  a  re-elec- 
tion in  1880;  he  has  also  held  various  county  of- 
fices. 

No  part  of  the  career  f)f  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  more 
satisfactory  to  his  friends  and  furni.«hes  greater 
occasion  for   thankfulness   on   his   own  part  than 


664 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOQRAPITICAL   ALBUM. 


the  step  wliic'li  he  took  in  briiifjiiio-  to  his  home, 
as  his  wife.  ]Miss  Julia  (J.  ()X'alla£>han.  This  inter- 
estiiig  event  took  plaee  in  Detroit  in  1SG7,  and 
tlie  lady  who  is  possessed  of  unusual  refinement, 
intelligence  and  eulture.  was  born,  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  the  beautiful  city  of  the  Straits.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  the  late  lion.  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan, 
a  former  wholesale  and  retail  grocei'.  who  had  a 
flourishing  establishment  on  Woodwai'd  Avenue, 
and  who  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1852. 
This  charming  and  talented  lady  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Detroit  previous  to  her  marriage.  She 
is  tlie  happy  mother  of  four  children,  namely: 
William.  Gerald  R.,  (ieorge  IT.,  and  Julia  (r. 

llr.  Xau  Buren,  who  is  a  thorough  American  in 
his  views  and  ijolitical  ideas,  is  strong  in  his  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  Republican  party  and  a  leader 
in  its  ranks,  being  frequently  a  delegate  in  county 
and  State  conventions,  lie  is  a  memlier  of  Capi- 
tal l>odge,  No.  6(),  Capital  Chapter,  No.  9,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  of  Lansing  Commandery  K.  T.,  No.  25. 
lie  .ilso  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Knights 
of  the  Grip. 
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ihM  OSES  JONES.  The  (luiet,  unostentatious 
work  of  the  modest  citizens  and  sturdy, 
industiious  workers  in  any  community,  is 
more  fully  prized  no  doubt  after  they 
have  gone  hence,  and  those  very  qualities 
which  made  them  esteemed  and  beloved  should  be 
kept  in  mind  and  ])resented  for  the  emulation  of 
the  young,  for  such  cliai'acter  is  of  more  worth  than 
many  traits  which  shine  with  greater  brilliancy. 

Moses  Jones  was  born  March  22,  1831,  in  Steu- 
ben, Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,and  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Judith  (Hill)  Jones.  The  gi'andfather,  CTriffith 
.Tones,  came  with  his  wife  from  Wales  and  became 
a  dairyman  in  New  York.  Ills  son,  .hjhn,  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  coming  to  Michigan  in  1839, 
settled  on  forty  acres  of  fine  land  upon  section  25, 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County.  This  he 
had  purch.ised  prior  to  his  coming  from  Oncmdaga 
County,  N.  Y.     lie  owned    about    three    hundred 


acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death  which  took 
place,  November  5.  1871.  He  was  a  substantial 
citizen  and  a  [lublic-spirited  man,  and  served  as 
.lustice  of  the  Peace  and  School  Inspector  devoting 
much  attention  to  school  matters.  He  also  acted 
as  Assessor  in  18)0. 

•  Jlr.  Jones  was  twice  married,  having  by  his  first 
marriage  one  child,  who  is  our  subject.  The  second 
wife  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Sarah  Boutell 
and  she  had  four  children  only  one,  Kenzie,  living 
to  maturity.  Their  mother  died  in  September, 
1890.  She  was  well-known  as  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Moses  Jones 
si)eiil  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm  and 
studied  in  the  district  schools.  He  early  chose 
farming  as  his  life  work  and  pursued  it  in  connec- 
tion with  his  father.  He  was  so  prf)sperous  as  to 
own  four  fiu'ins  comi)rising  six  hundred  acres  in 
.all  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  De- 
cenilier  UI,  1889.  He  was  prospered  in  his  work 
and  devoted  himself  unceasingly  to  it  and  although 
always  active  in  work  for  the  Repulilican  jjarty  he 
ever  steadfastly  declined  to  receive  official  honors. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  July  22, 
1866  with  Mary  Jane  Allen  who  was  born  in  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  .January  12,  1841.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Emeline  (Parker)  Allen,  the  former 
being  a  native  of  Washington  County,  and  the 
latter  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y'.  Mr.  Allen  was  a 
cari)enter  and  joiner  and  also  a  millwright.  In 
November,  1839,  he  removed  to  Georgia,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  lumber  trade  and  died 
in  August,  1865.  His  widow  still  survives  and 
makes  her  home  in  Dool3^  County,  Ha.  The  fam- 
ily was  long  connected  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South  with  which  she  still  holds 
her  connection.  Three  of  her  daughters  are  still 
living,  namely:  Mary  J.,  Emeline  and  Lucy,  all 
married.  Adelia  and  Irene  are  deceased.  Mr. 
Allen  was  a  son  of  Seth  Allen  c>f  English  origin, 
whose  wife,  Luc^v  King,  was  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
King  a  prominent  farmer  of  Washington  Ctninty, 
N.  Y. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  was  born  one  child,  John 
K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mrs.  .Jones 
now  owns  the  homestead  besides  other  proijcrty  of 
value  and  carries  on  the  business  with  ability  and 
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success.  She  has  ever  been  an  active  and  devoted 
nienil)cr  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
luisliand  was  a  liberal  giver  to  public  ami  rliurch 
purposes,  in  whicii  virtue  she  follows  iu  liis  foot- 
steps as  she  is  truly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Christ- 
ianity. 

.\_  view  of  the  cozy  residence  and  rural  surround- 
ings on  the  homestead  of  Mrs.  Jones  will  be  found 
on  another  page. 


IDWARH  UROWNIXC;.  A  lucalal  picture 
comes  to  the  writer  of  a  typical  modern 
I' — --^"  farmer.  The  owner  of  a  hne  tract  of  land, 
as  he  is  seated  on  his  mower,  read}'  to  drive  off  for 
the  fields,  there  is  a  proud  consciousness  in  the 
jioise  of  his  liead  and  the  carriage  of  his  broad 
she  aiders,  that  he  is  the  absolute  monarch  of  the 
rich  domain  under  his  eye.  He  is  as  quick  in  his 
movement  and  execution  as  in  his  faculty  of  form- 
ing opinions  in  regard  to  his  work.  He  has  a  firm 
seat  upon  the  mower,  whicli  is  of  the  latest  and 
most  api^roved  design,  and  drawn  by  horses  that 
are  sleek,  muscular  and  well  fed.  He  is  a  pleasing 
picture  of  rural  prosperity. 

The  farm  of  which  Mr.  Browning  is  proprietor 
and  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another  page,  is 
located  on  section  24,  Oceola  Township,  Livings- 
ton Country,  and  comprises  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  iu  the 
county.  Besides  devoting  himself  to  general  farm- 
ing, he  pays  much  attention  to  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  fine  sheep,  and  also  has  many  of  the 
finest  breed  of  cattle  and  horses.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Kiuderhook  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
2.3,  1821,  and  his  father,  Peter  Y.  Browning,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  although  reared  in  New 
York  State.  His  marriage  took  place  in  Dutchess 
County,  X.  Y.,  his  bride  being  a  Miss  Sarah  Cramer, 
a  native  of  the  same  county  and  State  in  which 
her  marriage  took  place.  She  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  niuetj-  years. 

Peter  Y.  Browning  settled  iu   New  York  after 


his  marriage  and  after  remaining  a  few  j'ears  in 
that  State,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Monroe  County.  Thence  he  came  to  Livmgston 
County  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Oceola  Township 
on  section  24,  where  he  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land 
from  the  Government  in  1835.  He  cut  the  logs 
from  the  forests  about  the  little  clearing,  and  built 
a  small  log  house,  which  his  wife  made  as  homelike 
and  attractive  as  her  resources  would  allow.  He 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  improving  the 
place,  cutting  down  forest  trees,  planting  orchards 
of  fruit  trees,  and  otherwise  improving  the  place 
until  his  death.  He  passed  away  at  a  good  old 
age,  and  it  must  have  been  a  satisfaction  to  him, 
to  see  the  result  of  his  labors  in  tlie  well  tilled 
land,  the  fields  of  waving  grain,  the  (nchards  red- 
dening with  their  burden  of  fragrant  fruit,  and  the 
fine  stock  grazing  in  the  meadows.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children  and  of 
these  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He  was  sixteen 
3'ears  of  age  when  his  parents  made  their  advent 
into  this  State,  and  had  all  a  boy's  eagerness  in  the 
readiness  to  experience  the  novelty  of  their  now 
position.  His  early  education  had  its  foundation 
in  his  native  place,  and  he  finished  in  a  log  school 
house.  The  wiuters,  however,  were  all  the  time 
that  could  be  sjjared  from  the  labors  of  the  farm  to 
acquire  anything  even  so  important  as  an  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  Browning's  wife  was  in  his  maiden -days 
Miss  Helen  Beebe,  a  native  of  New  York.  By  her 
he  became  the  father  of  three  children,  all  sons. 
Two  of  these,  however,  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
only  surviving  child  is  John  A.,  who  resides  with 
his  father  and  is  in  partnershii)  with  him  in  his 
agricultural  business.  Our  subject  k)cated  directly 
after  his  marriage,  in  a  little  log  house  which  he 
built  on  section  26,  aud  there  he  lived  for  many 
3'ears.  He  and  his  son  now  own  four  hundred 
acres  of  well-improved  laud,  and  keep  from  two  to 
three  hundred  sheep  which  aie  of  the  finest  lireed. 
He  also  has  some  especially  fine  horses,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  raising  of  blooded  cattle  and 
horses.  Mrs.  Browning  died  a  few  years  ago,  hav- 
ing for  many  years  been  a  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate  to  her  husband  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a 
firm  footing  iu  the  agricultural  business. 
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In  liis  political  preference.  IMr.  Browning  is  a 
Kepiihlican  and  has  held  several  local  offices  in  the 
gift  of  tjio  townshi])  in  wliicii  he  resides.  Foi 
eiglit  years  he  licld  the  oftice  of  Postmaster  iu 
Oeeola  Center,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
position  most  satisfactoril^y. 


Sl^l* 


vlLLIAM   V.  IIVXK.     This    laoniiuciit   and 

i  njfi  successful  gentleman,  who  was  born  on  the 
old  Hyne  homestead  on  section  8,  of 
Brighton  Township,  Livingston  County,  June  22, 
1847,  is  a  son  of  Charles  T.  Hyne.  This  gentle- 
man of  wealth  felt  that  it  was  necessary  that  his 
son  should  gi'ow  up  to  develop  his  own  powers 
without  much  aid  liini.  and  be  therefore  started 
the  young  man  out  in  life  w  itliout  much  of  any 
means  or  financial  help.  The  son  now  thanks  his 
father  for  this  hard  experience,  as,  through  being 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  he  has  become  a 
successful  man  and  a  manager  of  ability. 

William  F.  Hyne  acquired  liis  education  iu  the 
schools  which  were  kept  in  the  log  schoolhouses 
in  lirighton  Township,  to  wliich  he  went  during 
the  winter  months  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ten 
3'ears,  after  whic-h  as  he  was  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
he  devoted  himself  to  work  upon  his  father's  farm. 
He  assisted  in  clearing  away  tlie  forest  and  i)utting 
improvements  on  the  farm  until  he  leached  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years,  when  he  and  his  brother, 
Frederick,  entered  intc>  i:arlncr,--liip  and  bcgMii 
faruiing  on  their  own  account. 

The  young  men  began  at  the  loot  of  the  hidiUr 
and  worked  their  way  u])  by  unllagging  pereist- 
eucc  and  true  "grit"  and  many  a  night  they 
worked  till  a  late  hour,  supplementing  the  Inbors 
of  the  day.  The  partnership  continued  for  eigh- 
teen years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  divided 
their  interests  amicably,  although  no  (>revious 
settlement  liad  lieen  made  during  the  eighteen 
years  that  the  brothers  had  worked  together. 

He  of  whom'  we  write  has  been  twice  married, 
his  first  union  in  1870  liringing  to  his  home  Miss 
Mary  Durtfee,  a  native  of  this  county.     Two  chil- 


dren blessed  their  home  and  their  life  together 
continued  for  ten  years,  when  the  wife  was  called 
to  her  heavenly  i-cward.  The  children  are  named 
Charles  (4.  and  Annie.  The  latter  is  still  pursuing 
her  education  and  Chai-les  has  just  graduated  from 
the  Detroit  Commercial  College  and  is  a  young 
man  of  promise.  Mr.  Hyne  was  a  second  time 
married  in  1881  taking  to  wife  Louis  Hicks,  of 
Xew  York,  who  has  one  child,  Beatrice. 

The  splendid  farm  of  five  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  which  is  iu  Mr.  Hyne's  estate  has  upon  it 
elegant  l)uildings  and  a  most  delightful  home.  He 
pays  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock 
and  has  fast  horses  of  the  Wilkes  breed  as  well  as 
Merino  sheep.  Short-horn  cattle  and  other  excel- 
lent varieties.  He  is  also  an  equal  partner  with 
his  two  brothers  in  the  ownership  of  the  grist  mill 
at  Brighton.  Flis  political  views  have  brought 
him  into  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party 
with  wliich  he  votes  and  for  whoso  success  he  is 
earnestly  solicitous. 


SHAKL  Sl'KAliS.  The  foundations  of  scwiety 
are    laid     in     the     agricultural  districts,    and 

s  annmg  the  farming  material  which  builds  up 
all  social  and  financial  structures.  We  are  grati- 
fied to  be  able  to  present  in  this  Album  life  sketches 
of  many  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Locke 
Township,  Ligham  County,  and  among  them  we 
uMiiie  with  iiieasure  tlie  citizen  whose  name  we  hero 
L;iv('.  llo  is  a  native  of  Krio  County.  X.  \..  and 
was  born  M:iy  in.  182'.).  lli>  parents,  Kzra  and 
Mehitable  Spears,  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire. 
AVhen  the  lioy  was  only  three  years  old  his  father 
was  taken  from  him  by  death,  and  he  was  earl\- 
thrown  upon  his  own  resouree.s.  He  and  his 
mother  were  devotedly  attached  to  each  other  and 
until  her  death  which  occurred  in  her  eighty- 
third  3"ear,  she  made  her  home  with  him. 

Our  subject  attained  his  majority  in  his  native 
State  and  having  received  the  rudiments  of  an 
education,  ho  has  ever  endeavored  to  supplement 
those  scant  advantages  by  a  thorough  and  persist- 
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ent  course  of  reading.  His  first  m.irriage  toolt 
pl.ice  in  18.50  iii  New  York,  and  his  bride  was 
Kaelicl  Miller,  who  heeanie  the  mother  of  one  son. 
Ezra.     She  passed  from  earth  in  1847. 

The  present  ^Irs.  Spears  was  |)revious  ti>  her 
marriage  to  our  suljject,  in  1H65.  Mrs.  Sarali 
Stoughton,  widow  of  L.  15.  Stonghton,  of  Ingham 
County,  a  i)ioneer  in  this  section.  The  tAvo  chil- 
dren of  tills  marriage  are  Rachel  M.  and  Khoda  E. 
Mrs.  Spears  is  a  native  of  (Ontario,  Canada,  and  was 
born  April  U,  1830.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Paul 
and  Sarali  CHay,  lioth  of  Eastern  birth,  and  her 
father  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  She  was 
reared  in  Canada  until  she  reached  her  seventeenth 
year,  and  then  came  with  her  lirother  to  Ingham 
County.  liy  her  lir.st  marriage  she  had  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  nanielj': 
Esther  M..  :\Irs.  Bristo;  Sarah  S.,  Mrs.  Clark 
and  Lillian  L.,  Jlrs.  Barager.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sjiears  are  active  meml)ers  of  society  and  use- 
ful in  every  department  of  life.  Eighty-five 
acres  constitute  the  whole  farm  which  has 
been  gained  through  the  united  efforts  of  this 
worthy  couple.  He  is  independent  in  i)olitics  and 
casts  his  ballot  according  to  his  Ijest  judgment  and 
his  honest  convictions. 


\. 


AMUEL  N.  HUEF.  Among  the  many  en- 
terprising farmers  that  distinguish  Meri- 
dian Township  as  one  of  the  most  progress- 
ive in  the  Ingham  County  sisterhood,  there 
is  no  sturdier  son  of  toil  than  he  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  father,  Thomas  C. 
Huff,  was  born  in  Napanee,  Canada,  in  1826,  and 
died  there  in  his  sixty-third  year.  He  was  a  lilack- 
smitli  by  occuiiation  liut  engaged  also  in  farming. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
fine  tract  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Lena- 
wee County,  lying  on  Lake  Ontario  in  town- 
ship 4. 

Samuel  Huff,  the  paternal   grandsire  of   him  of 
whom  we  write,  was  also  a  prosperous  farmer  and 


a  native  of  New  York,  but  who  went  to  Canada 
at  an  early  day.  The  maiden  name  of  our  suli- 
ject's  mother  was  Isahelle  Sills.  She  was  a  native 
of  Canada,  where  she  still  resides.  The  natal  day 
of  our  subject  was  August  30,  18i5',l,  and  he  was 
born  in  Napanee,  Canada.  The  first  eighteen 
years  of  his  life  were  si)ent  in  Canada,  where  he 
helped  his  father  tm  the  farm  and  in  the  lilack- 
smith  shop,  Init  desiring  to  work  in  a  country  that 
offered  greater  ad\'antages  to  a  poor  man,  and 
being  of  a  self-reliant  nature,  lie  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  at  Grass  Lake  as  a  blacksmith.  He 
made  it  a  plan  to  work  in  the  best  shops  in  Mason. 
Lansing,  Saginaw  and  in  other  places  that  he  might 
become  acquainted  with  the  different  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  various  mechanics.  Tn  this  way  he 
obtained  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  different 
branches  of  his  trade  and  was  enabled  to  do  work 
that  was  beyoml  the  ability  of  the  average  black- 
smitli. 

In  due  cc>urse  of  time  our  sul>ject  located  in 
Okenios,  where  lie  remained  for  seven  years,  m.ak- 
ing  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  In  1871t  he  was 
in  a  position  to  purchase  a  line  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  and  a  half  acres  of  land  on  sections 
15  and  16,  now  occupied  by  him.  He  has  been  in- 
terested in  mixed  husbandry  since  that  time  and 
his  efforts  have  been  successful  to  a  gratifying  de- 
gree. In  1876  Mr.  Huff  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lavina  Strayer.  From  this  union  one  child 
w.as  born,  Mary  .lane  Huff.  The  little  one  was, 
however,  soon  left  motherless.  Our  subject  was 
again  hapi)il\'  married,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Button,  their  marriage  being  solemnized  in 
1879.  Mrs.  Huff  was  born  October  23,  1849,  near 
Loekport,    Niagara    County,    N.    Y.      She    is    the 

I  daughter  fif  Danforth  and  ^Margaret  (Grum)  But- 
ton, now  of  Alaiedon  Township,  where  the  former 
is  a  prominent  farmer.  Mrs.  Huff's  maternal 
grandparents  came  from  Scotland  and  located  in 
JNI.ason,  where  they  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade 
until  the  time  of  their  death.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  the  present  Mrs.  Huff  has  been  blest 
by  the  advent  of  two  children — Maggie  B.,  born 
August  23,  1883  and  Bessie,  born  August  30,  1889. 
The  gentleman  of  whom  wc  write  is  in  politic- 

j   a  strong  Democrat.     In  1890  he  wns  elected  High- 
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way  Commissioner  of  the  township.  Mr.  HulT 
merits  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  and  he  has 
demonstrated  a  thriftiness  that  many  less  prosi^u- 
(lus  faruRTS  niiiiht  well  imitate. 


~^^ 


i>^^<^ 


ay^ 


lp^\lMON  W.  DICKERSON.  The  farmers  and 
^Sjs^  fruit-raisers  of  Marion  Township.  Living- 
iV/jt',  ston  County,  have  amonij  their  luiniher 
many  whose  intelligenee,  activity  and  enter- 
prise are  a  credit  alike  to  themselves  and  tiic 
county  in  which  they  make  their  home.  These 
help  to  give  to  Livingston  County  a  standing'  for 
intelligence,  productiveness  and  business  aliility 
which  enriches  every  farmer  within  its  liounds. 
Mr.  Dickerson,  who  resides  on  section  11.  !Mar- 
ion  Townshi)),  was  Ijorn  in  New  York  in  ISSC>. 
Mis  father,  David  Dickerson,  a  New  Vork  farmer, 
was  li(irn  in  ^'ermont  in  1«0(;  and  there  received 
a  common-school  education.  He  was  married  in 
1H3I)  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Waitstill  Smith,  who 
had  live  children  of  whom  Lucy  was  fourth  in  or- 
der of  birth,  being  Iwrn  in  11S12. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Marion 
Townshii),  in  1836.  lie  soon  began  to  burn  lime 
from  marl,  producing  as  much  as  thirty-two  hun- 
dred bushels  in  one  year  at  wiiich  time  his  son. 
Simon,  was  the  manager  of  tiiis  luisiness.  The  jia- 
rents  had  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  tiic 
third,  and  they  gave  to  them  the  best  educational 
advantages  which  they  could  secure  and  brought 
them  ui)  in  the  faith  and  practices  of  the  Christian 
religion  as  both  parents  were  earnest  and  active 
members  in  the  Methodist  Episco])al  Church,  where 
David  Dickerson  w.as  Steward  for  many  years.  He 
was  a  worker  for  the  Republican  party  Itut  never 
held  any  offices.  His  lirst  lionu'  in  the  West  was  a 
log  house  and  he  afterward  built  one  of  stone.  This 
early  settler  died  in  IfiSi. 

At  twenty-one  years  of  age  Simon  W.  Dickerson 
began  to  work  the  old  farm  on  shares  and  three 
vears  later,  in  18.5ii.  he  fell  that  he  was  thorouglily 
enough  established  in  life  to  take  to  himself  a  wife. 


His  bride,  Amanda  Kingsley.  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1834  and  she  is  now  the  proud  and  happy 
mother  of  seven  children,  live  of  whom  are  still 
on  earth.  Alma  and  Freddie  were  early  calle<l 
away  from  this  life;  Lewis  .J.  is  married,  having 
cho.sen  as  his  bride  F.annie  Laire,  and  he  has  two 
children.  The  four  children  who  are  still  beneath 
tlie  parental  roof  are  Edwin  K.,  Lucy,  Ida  and 
Lillian. 

In  186(1  our  subject  purchased  ninety-Uve  acres 
of  land  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now  has 
(jne  hundred  and  sixty-seven  and  one-half  acres. 
His  eldest  son,  Lewis,  has  purchased  of  his  father 
some  seventy  acres  on  section  10.  which  were  once 
a  i)art  of  the  home  farm,  hi  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  Mr.  Dickerson  acts  as  Steward  and 
Trustee  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
liers  therein.  He  is  identified  with  the  Farmers'  Al- 
liance Init  ordinarily  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  al- 
though he  is  not  a  man  who  is  closely  bound  by 
[lartv  ties.  The  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
are  dearly  prized  Iiy  him,  but  he  is  growing  to  feel 
more  and  more  that  all  issues  must  be  subsidiary 
to  that  of  throwing  the  saloon  power  from  the 
throne  wliicli  it  has  erected  in  tlia  political 
arena. 


r3. 


i'{"5*'{''5» 


4..;.^,^|_ 


•{•♦•j''5"^^§  •S'4'4**i-F 


^-,yy  'HOMAS  AND  .JOHN  McGIVENY.  These 
brothers  who  are  so  well  known  through- 
out (^ceola  Townshi]!,  Livingston  County 
as  being  togetlier  engaged  in  a  general  farming 
liusiness  on  section  i>.  are  both  natives  of  Oceola 
Townslii|),  where  Thomas  was  born  Ai)ril  27,  1843, 
and  .John  .June  10,  1844.  Their  father,  John  Mc- 
Giveny,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  1785  and 
was  a  weaver  )>,\'  trade  who  came  to  New  York  in 
1810.  There  he  settled  on  an  unimproved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  after  im- 
proving he  sold,  and  made  his  home  for  some  time 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  family  finally  came  North  and  settling  in 
( »cfohi  Township,  Livingst<.iii  County,  look  up 
one  iiundred  and  sixty  acres   of  Government  laud 
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(III  st'ctioli    ."i.    Mini    tluTc    Kuill 

1  liii;    liiiu>e     lt)x30 

Infantry  and    heiiiii-    in  the  >eiviee  for  six  mouths. 

t'cet  ill  diiiu'iisions  and    liogau 

eleariny   away  the 

He    spent  most    of   the  time    at    Washington   and 

trees  and  ciiltivatiiiii'  the  soil. 

]\Iargaiet  t'onkliu. 

Louisville.  Ky..  and   was  confined   six  weeks  in  a 

had  lieeome  the  wife   of   John 

McfTivenv,  Sr..    in 

hospital  in  the  latter  city  and  two  weeks  in  a  hos- 

Ireland and  she   is  now  living 

having  readied    a 

pital  at  Detroit. 

good  old  age,  liut  the  father  ])assed  away  after 
attaining  to  eighty-five  years.  He  was  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  atHliations  and  was  earnest  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  princi|)les  of  that  party. 

Five  daughters  and  fi^'e  sons,  were  granted  to 
this  worthy  couple,  the  two  eldest  being  Thomas 
and  .John  of  whom  we  now  write,  while  .laines 
was  liorn  in  l.SlCi;  P.ridget  who  is  nuw  rlc- 
I'cased;  ilargaret  was  born  in  1848  and  died  in 
1890,  and  Mary  who  was  born  in  1850,  married 
William  RoVib  in  1871  and  is  the  mother  of  nine 
children.  Next  came  Kate  who  was  born  in  18')2 
and  is  now  in  Detroit  and  Martha  who  was  liorn 
in  1854  and  married  William  Kallahau  and  lias 
four  children.  Edward  was  born  in  1850  and 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years  and  the  youngest 
child  was  Martin,  who  was  Imrn  in  1S51  and  died 
in  1853.  The  parents  of  our  subject  are  lilessed  in 
grand-children,  having  nine  who  are  the  children 
of  their  daughter,  Mary,  Mrs.  Robb.  their  names 
being  Anna,  .Tohn  H..  William.  Ella.  Isabel,  Mary. 
Thomas,  Aggie  and  Rose,  and  four  who  are  the 
children  of  their  daughter  Martha,  Mrs.  Kaliahan. 
whose  names  are:  Mary.  ^Margaret.  Veronica  and 
Monica. 

The  jiaternal  grandparents  of  the  men  of  whom 
we  write  were  Irish  by  birth  and  their  names  were 
.Tohn  and  Mary  (Sheridan)  McGiveny,  ^Nlary  Iteing 
a  cousin  of  (ien.  Pliilip  Sheridan;  they  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  John  C'onklin,  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  The 
father  of  our  subjects  cast  his  first  vote  in  America 
for  Andrew  Jackson.  Thomas,  the  eldest  son  has 
never  married  lint  John  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  Kaliahan  and  is  by  her  the  fatliei  of 
two  daughters  and  two  sons,  namely:  Mary  .!.. 
who  was  born  October  13,  1879,  John,  liorn  Sep- 
tember 22.  1884,  :Margaret.  June  21.  lK.S(i.  and 
Thomas.  Decemfier  15.  1888. 

John  ^IcOiveny,  the  eldest  of  our  two  sulijects, 
enlisted  in  the  .service  of  our  nation  INIarch  22, 
18fi5.   entering  Company    15..    Eifteenth    ^lichigaii 


The  brothers  have  on  their  [ilace  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  head  of  sheep  and  sell  on  an  aver- 
age every  year  from  1500  to  $700  worth  of  wool. 
They  also  have  fifteen  head  of  horses.  Thomas 
has  held  the  office  of  County  Commissioner,  Post- 
master and  School  Moderator.  They  are  both 
Democrats  in  their  iiolitical  views  and  take  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  country 
of  their  adoption. 


<^ 


-^> 


<*  l»;ILLIA]\I  H.  VAN  DERCOOK.  The  hon- 
\/\</l  arable  lineage  of  our  subject  is  a  matter 
y^/  of  just  pride  in  the  family,  as  his  grand- 
father was  the  William  H.  VanDercook  who  came 
from  Holland  with  his  father.  William,  in  the 
Colonial  days,  when  the  father  became  notable  as 
a  iiarticipant  in  the  Revolutionary  conflict.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Isaac  and  Abigail 
(Haze)  VanDercook.  and  their  son.  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Green  Oak.  Oakland  County.  Mich.. 
October  27,  1836.  and  in  time  he  became  a  farmer 
of  Cohoctah  Township.  Livingston  County. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in 
^lonroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  large  family,  John, 
Young,  William,  Isaac,  Michael.  Alfred,  Lester. 
Susan,  Catherine,  Iluldah  and  Pluebe,  all  grew  to 
years  of  maturity.  The  father  of  this  numerous 
household  came  from  New  York  to  Michigan  in 
the  early  pioneer  times,  settling  in  Sumter,  Wayne 
County,  .about  the  year  1825.  where  he  has  died 
since  the  days  of  the  Civil  War,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  several  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
.^lonroe  County,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
liarents  and  removed  to  Oakland  County  .about 
1832,  but  on  the  lOth  of  April,  1838,  he  lo 
Gated  in  Livingston  County,  making  his  home 
upon  two  hundred  acres  of    land    on    sections    35 
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and  36,  in  Cohoctali  Township.  Here  he  has 
become  a  well-known  and  important  citizen,  and 
besides  the  oflice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  has 
filled  numerous  local  offices.  His  wife  died  March 
24,  1886,  having  been  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  he  saw  grow  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, namely:  Cornelia,  Sarah,  Esther,  William, 
Lyman,  Lorenzo  and  Alfred. 

He  of  whom  we  write  carried  out  the  patriotic 
record  of  his  family  by  enlisting  in  C'ompany  K, 
Twenty-first  Michigan  Regiment,  and  his  brother 
Lyman  enlisted  in  the  same  regiment  as  wagon- 
master,  while  Lorenzo  -was  a  private  in  the  same 
com])any.  The  father  of  tliese  sous  took  pai't  in 
the  war  which  was  waged  many  years  ago  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  he  was  identified  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  The  original  of  this 
sketch  had  his  earlj'  training  upon  the  farm,  and 
received  the  ordinary  education  which  could  be 
obtained  in  Michigan  during  his  boyhood.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  life  for  himself 
liy  lumbering  in  the  pine  woods,  and  two  years 
later  he  was  married  and  settled  down  to  cultivate 
a  farm  of  sixty-seven  acres  on  section  1,  Howell 
Township.  Here  he  resided  for  five  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Oak  (Jrove.  where  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business.  In  March,  1875,  he  bought 
one  hundred  acres  on  section  14,  Cohoctah  Town- 
shi|),  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  iipmi  wliicli 
he  has  built  a  handsome  home. 

When  this  j'Oung  man  left  his  home  to  engage 
in  work  for  himself,  his  father  gave  him  only 
1*1,  and  this  is  the  capital,  as  far  as  money 
goes,  upon  which  he  has  based  his  success  in  life. 
Rather  let  us  say  his  capital  was  his  sturdy 
strength,  his  resolution,  his  willingness  to  work 
and  his  undaunted  perseverance.  He  at  one  time 
owned  two  farms  in  the  township  of  Howell,  one 
of  sixty-seven  acres  and  the  other  of  one  hundred 
and  five  acres,  and  these  he  sold  before  buying 
the  property  where  he  now  resides.  He  also  owns 
eighty  acres  in  J)eerfield  Township.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years. 
His  military  service  began  September  6,  1864.  and 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Blair 
June  5,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  farm. 

The  matrimonial  alliance  into  wliicli  our  subject 


entered  June  2,  1861.  brought  to  liis  home  a  faith- 
ful helpmate  in  the  person  of  Frances  A.  Jlartin. 
who  was  liorn  in  the  townslnp  of  ^lilford,  Oakland 
County,  Xovemlier  11,  1843.  Her  parents,  Will- 
iam H.  and  Xancy  (Cooper)  Martin,  were  natives 
of  PvUgland  and  New  York,  whence  they  came  to 
Michigan.  The  two  children  of  our  subject  are 
Nellie,  the  wife  of  Noah  F.  Richardson,  and  Clara, 
who  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  Tlie  Order  of 
the  Viee  and  Accepted  Masons  is  that  witii  which 
Mr.  VanDercook  has  allied  himself,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  receive  expressions  of  the  highest 
esteem  in  the  social  circles  of  the  township. 


/  ♦^♦s^ 


\l-^  ON.  DANIEL  L.  CROSSMAN,  the  well- 
known  and  influential  banker  of  the  firm 
of  Crossman  &  AVilliaras,  of  Williamston, 
was  born,  November  4,  1836,  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1844  his  father,  Deacon 
Samuel  Crossman  removed  to  Dansville,  Mich., 
then  known  as  Ingham  Center,  and  there  estali- 
lished  a  village  store.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  our 
suliject  attended  a  school  at  Spring  Arbor,  which 
was  then  known  as  the  Michigan  Central  College. 
After  two  years  of  study  at  that  institution  he  be- 
gan teaching  but  before  long  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  his  father  at  Dansville,  and  continued 
therein  for  three  years.  He  then  bought  out  his 
father's  interest  and  having  platted  the  town  and 
named  it  Dansville  he  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business  until  1871.  He  had  early  shown  great 
facility  in  the  management  of  business  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  was  trusted  by  his  father  to  go 
to  New  York  and  buy  the  goods  necessary  for  the 
business. 

After  leaving  Dan.sville.  Mr.  Crossman  came  to 
Williamston  and  in  partnership  with  George  O. 
Whipple  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  grain  and 
carried  on  a  general  warehouse  l)usiness  until  1875. 
when  lie  built  a  large  flouring  mill,  which  he  oper- 
ated initil  it  Inirned  in  1888.  In  1874  he'  had 
opened  a  small  exchange  office  in  connection  witli 
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liifi  iiraiu  Imsiness,  and  tluI^<  onidually  l>\iilt  up  tlie 
hiinkiiiu'  interest  which  now  ?iO  lari;ely  al)surbs  his 
attention.  He  is  also  a  somewhat  extensive  landed 
proprietor  in  Inuham  County. 

The  lady  who  in  IXi'td  lieeanie  the  bride  of  Mr. 
C'rossman,  was  Jliss  X.  JI.  Woodhouse,  a  dauiiliter  of 
.Joseph  Woodhonse.  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Livinj^ston  Connty, 
Mich,  to  which  he  came  in  1839.  Two  children 
blessed  this  union,  a  son  who  [lassed  from  eaitli  at 
the  a2;e  of  four  years  and  lone  W.,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  F.  W.  .Shuinway,  of  the  same  village. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  C'rossman,  was 
born,  August  3.  1796,  in  Hillsdale,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest 
New  England  families.  In  lioyhood  he  showed  a 
fondness  for  military  tactics  and  also  for  mechani- 
cal occupatuins,  and  quite  early  he  was  liotli  build- 
ing committee  and  contractor  in  liuilding  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Sennett.  X.  Y.  His  tirst  mar- 
riage was  with  Philena  Sheldon  in  1819.  and  of 
their  six  children  two  died  in  early  life  and  the 
Others  were  .lohn  S.,  Philena  (]\Irs.  Hill),  Louisa 
(Mrs.  Strong)  and  om-  subject.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  184.")  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  w.as  only  eight  years  old. 

The  second  marriage  was  with  ^lary  A.  Slieldon 
who  at  Ann  Arbt)r.  ^lich.  still  survives  in  feeble 
health.  One  of  her  children  died  in  infancy  and 
the  other,  Charles  S.  is  in  business  in  New  York 
City.  After  giving  essential  and  efticient  aiil  in 
the  settlement  of  Dansville,  the  father  l)ought  land 
overlooking  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  built  for 
himself  a  home,  where  he  spent  tlic  rema  nder  of 
his  daj'S,  dying  May  27,  1890  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years.  He  was  ever  a  warm-hearted,  wise  and 
trusted  leader  in  all  good  works  and  was  a  menilier 
of  the  Baptist  Cliurcli  for  nearl\    three-score  years. 

The  father  of  Samuel  C'rossman  was  Lemuel 
Grossman,  a  native  of  Connecticut  whose  marriage 
with  a  INIiss  Andrcss  brought  him  five  sons  and 
two  daughters.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  to  Hillsdale,  X.  Y.  and  after  a  few 
years  made  his  home  in  Ontmdaga  Countv.  X.  Y., 
where  he  resided  until  death  ended  his  days. 

The  Hon.  D.  L.  Crassman  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  cast  his  fii'st  Presidential  vote 


for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  JIasonic  order  since  he  reached  liis  majority 
and  is  how  a  Knight  Templar  and  has  been  High 
Priest  of  the  WiUiamston  Chapter  for  four  years. 
He  has  been  a  Xotary  Pulilic  from  the  time  he  was 
twenty-one  until  the  present  date,  and  has  tilled 
the  otHces  of  Township  Clerk  of  Ingham  Count\' 
and  Supervisor  in  both  Ingham  and  WiUiamston 
Townships.  Both  in  this  village  and  in  Dansville 
he  was  for  a  niimlier  of  terms  a  member  of  the 
village  Council  and  in  both  plsices  was  continu- 
ously for  years  School  Director.  He  served  for 
five  jrears  under  President  Lincoln  .as  Postmaster 
at  Dansville  and  in  186.5  became  Assistant  Clerk  in 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  1867  Mr.  C'rossman  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  representing  the  second  District  of  Ing- 
ham County  and  continued  in  this  ofUce  for  two 
terms,  four  years.  Beginning  in  1873  he  was  for 
eighteen  years  chief  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repres- 
entatives, and  at  his  three  last  elections  he  received 
the  unanimous  vote  of  every  member  of  that  body 
both  Democrat  and  Keiuiblican.  For  six  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  State 
Keform  School  and  for  the  last  two  years  of  that 
term  its  Treasurer.  In  1876  he  was  substituted  for 
one  of  the  presidential  electors  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  and  was  sul)s(]uently  summoned  to  Wash- 
ington to  give  testimony  before  the  Flectoral 
Commission.  He  has  now  retired  from  |)ulilic 
office  on  account  of  his  health.  Mr.  C'rossman 
licl|)ed  to  organize  the  Michigan  ^Miller's  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Ctunpany,  and  for  six  years  was  its 
President  and  Adjuster,  until  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  travel  about  upon  its  business. 


So~ 


-J 


l^ERXOX  C.  SMITH.  Although  business 
may  not  be  as  lively  at  a  small  "  corner 
grocery  store  "  in  a  Michigan  town  as  upon 
Xew  York's  famous  market  street,  known  as  Ful- 
ton Street,  or  Chicago's  commission  house  |)lace. 
South  Water  Street,  one  finds  in  such  a  j)! ace  as 
great    and    interesting    an    amount    of    undiluted 
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human  nature  as  in  metropolitan  tliorouglifares. 
Nor  are  men  who  till  the  soil  necessaril_y  without 
ideas  relating  to  public  matters  and  doubtless 
Blaine  or  even  the  High  Priest  of  English  free 
trade — Gladstone  himself — could  profit  by  the 
ideas  and  opinions  advanced  by  their  followers 
while  seated  upon  the  top  of  a  herring  barrel  and 
whittling  a  stick.  Our  subject  enjoys  many  a 
good  stor3'  and  many  a  fresh  bit  of  human  nature;, 
as  displayed  by  the  frequenters  of  his  place  of 
business,  which  is  located  at  Fleming's  Corners, 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  (  ounty.  Mr.  .Smith 
also  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  Postmaster 
of  this  place. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county  .and  dis- 
trict, having  been  born  on  section  28,  December  6, 
1838.  He  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  J.ane  W. 
(Campbell)  Smith,  natives  of  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  Vermont  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  a  mechanic  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1834,  while  it  was  still  a  territory.  After  making 
a  prospecting  tour  which  proved  very  satisfactory 
to  him,  he  returned  to  New  York,  but  came  b.ack 
to  Michigan  in  1836  and  located  on  section  28,  of 
this  township,  taking  up  a  tract  of  (Tovernment 
land  comprising  eighty  acres,  and  later  added  an- 
other forty  to  his  original  purchase.  Thereon  he 
lived  ten  years,  engaged  in  making  his  farm  pro- 
ductive and  attractive. 

Our  sul)ject's  father,  while  an  early  settler,  was 
honored  l)y  election  to  several  of  the  important 
oftices  in  the  township.  He  was  the  first  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  town  and  held  that  office  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  also  the  first  Postmaster  out- 
side of  the  village  of  Howell,  and  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  1864.  He  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  township  and  when  his 
decease  occurred,  January  10,  1871,  his  loss  was 
felt  to  be  an  irreparable  one  by  friends  and  a.sso- 
ciates,  as  well  as  in  his  immediate  family.  As  a 
pioneer  he  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  country 
and  saw  it  change  from  a  wilderness  to  one  of  the 
most  fertile  agricultural  regions  in  the  Union,  In 
an  early  day  he  shot  a  gray  eagle  of  immense 
size.  It  measured  nine  feet  from  tip  to  tij)  of  its 
outspread  wings.  The  first  court  held  in  this 
township  was  jn-esided  over  by  John  Smith.     Po- 


litically he  was  a  Democrat,  his  early  training 
being  in  that  direction.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the 
eldest.  He  was  followed  by  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
George  H.  Shipman.  Then  came  Frank  P.,  at  the 
present  time  residing  in  Lansing,  the  youngest  of 
the  family  being  Ella  B.,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Eiclier. 
The  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  youngest  daughter.  She  is  seventy-four 
years  of  age. 

The  orignal  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer, 
receiving  his  education  at  Fleming's  Corners  and 
the  village  of  Howell.  He  lived  at  home  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  at  which  time  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Ninth  ]Michigan  Infantry. 
He  remained  with  the  regiment  one  year  and  was 
wounded  in  the  liattle  of  Murfreesboro,  two  balls 
lodging  in  his  right  shoulder.  These  he  still 
carries  as  souvenirs  of  that  bitter  experience 
through  which  he  passed  in  company  with  other 
heroes  of  the  nation.  IncaiJacitated  from  active 
service  he]  was  discharged  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio, 
in  1862,  but  recovering  he  re-enlisted  in  the  fall 
ill  Company  C,  Fourth  Michigan  Calvary,  which 
is  distinguished  by  its  capture  of  the  President  of 
the  Confederacy  and  the  General-in-Chief  of  South- 
ern forces — -Jefferson  Davis.  Our  subject  was 
Sergeant  of  his  regiment  and  served  faithfully 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  during  the  latter  part 
of  which  he  was  on  dctatched  duty.  He  served 
in  many  battles  until  that  of  Love  joy  Station, 
when,  his  horse  being  shot  under  him  it  rolled 
with  its  whole  weight  upon  him  and  so  disabled 
w.as  our  subject  that  he  was  again  incapacitated  for 
duty.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  IMurfree.iboro  on 
the  13th  of  .luly.  1861.  He  was  kept  in  dur- 
ranee,  however,  only  seven  days,  being  exch.anged 
at  the  end  of  that  time.  On  another  occasion 
while  engaged  in  a  skirmish  he  was  taken  prisoner 
twice  in  one  day,  was  once  recajitured  and  once 
escajied.  He  escaped  many  of  the  hardships  of 
the  soldiers  as  regards  disease,  having  only  measles, 
typhoid  fever  and  chills  and  fever.  He  was  in 
tlie  hospit.al  three  times  while  sick  and  hurt. 

After  Mr.  Smith's  return  from  the  war  he  re- 
sumed farniina.  but  later  went  to  Lansing  and  w.as 
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there  engaged  in  a  shop  as  inaiiufaotiirer  of  sash 
and  blinds  for  seventeen  years.  On  giving  up  this 
position  he  entered  the  business  of  agriculture 
again  and  was  thus  engaged  for  three  years.  lie 
jiurchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming.  Tliinking  to  better  his 
condition  he  sold  the  farm  anH  came  to  the  jjlace 
where  he  is  now  located  in  180(1.  lie  first  rented 
his  place  and  purchased  it  in  189(1.  He  has  been 
tlie  proprietor  of  the  store  and  Postmaster  since 
.July.  18!I0. 

Our  subject  has  held  the  otlice  of  Constable  of 
this  township  at  three  different  times  and  April  last 
was  again  elected.  "Slv.  Smith  was  married  in  April, 
1884,  his  bride  being  Miss  .lennettc  Wells,  of  How- 
ell; she  is  a  daughter  of  .Tehiai  and  Elizabeth 
(Steward)  Wells,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1849,  soon  after  settling  in  Howell 
Township.  Two  bright  children  are  the  fruit  of 
this  nnion — Katie  B.  and  Malie  B.  Politically  he 
of  whom  we  write  follows  in  the  footste])s  of  his 
father,  being  an  ardent  and  uncompromising  Dem- 
ocrat. He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Kepiiblic  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
township. 


ISS  L.  ANNA  HALI.AKI).  M.  I).  In  the 
///  '  111  capital  city  of  ^lichigan  there  is  no  more 
popular  or  well-known  physician  than  the 
lad}'  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  and 
^vhose  portrait  is  presented  on  the  opposite  page. 
She  is  a  woman  of'  intellectual  stiperioiity.  of 
pleasing  presence  and  manners,  yet  of  striking  in- 
dividuality. In  the  twelve  years  which  she  has 
devoted  to  her  profes.sion  in  this  city  she  lias 
earned  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  c<mimunity 
and  State  and  among  the  profession,  as  well  as  a 
jirotitable  and  extensive  practice  wliich  calls  her  to 
nil  ijarts  of  tlie  .State  for  counsel  among  women. 
Her  success  in  liusiness  has  l)een  such  that  at  the 
death  of  her  fatiier  the  family  made  her  their 
choice  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  estate. 

Dr.   Ballard's    paternal    grandfather    wa.~    Ficd- 


eric  Ballard,  who  was  liorn  in  New  IIami)shire  and 
died  in  Sparta,  Ohio,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  eldest  son.  Appleton  Ballard,  was 
born  in  Hanover,  N.  II.,  .lulv  1.  18(i;i.  When  he 
was  a  I)ov  tlie  family  removed  to  \  erniont.  Here 
he  met  Kiiiphene  Ellen  wood,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1830.  In  1H;5G  the  family  removed  to 
Sparta,  Ohio.  In  1848  they  came  to  !>ansing,  lug- 
ham  County,  liefore  the  day  of  railroads  in  this 
State,  spending  two  weeks  on  the  road.  Four  sons 
enlisted  when  the  war  broke  out,  one  being  but 
seventeen  years  old.  One  found  a  grave  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  others  returned,  all  with  battle  marks. 

;Mr.  liallard  spent  the  early  years  of  his  man- 
hood as  a  shoemaker,  later  as  a  merchant,  and  the 
last  years  as  a  vegetable  gardener,  paying  unusual 
attention  to  the  propagation  of  choice  now  varie- 
ties of  vegetables.  He  was  the  owner  of  forty 
acres  of  land  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  city. 
Before  he  died  he  had  platted  this  into  city  lots, 
and  the  farm  is  now  known  as  Ballard's  Addition 
to  the  city  of  Lansing.  In  his  political  preferences 
he  was  a  Kepulilican  and  a  strong  advocate  of  tem- 
perance, even  radical  on  that  subject.  He  liecame 
a  Christian  at  twenty  years  of  age  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  bod^'  he  was 
for  many  years  a  Class-Leader.  His  whole  life  was 
marked  by  his  Christian  faith  and  zeal.  His  hon- 
esty and  integrity  were  uniinpeaclialile.  A  man  of 
large  sympathies  and  generous  im|iulses.  he  was 
charitaltle.  both  in  ids  opinion  of  others  and  his 
conduct  toward  them.  His  last  words  were,  "  I  am 
near  the  end.  my  soul  is  ready."  He  died  Octo- 
lier  2(i.  188.-). 

Epi|)lieiie  Ellenwood  was  born  in  Halifax,  Nova 
.Scotia,,  September  9,  1809.  Siie  was  the  only 
daughter  of  David  Ellenwood,  who  was  Cai)tain 
and  owner  of  a  merchant  sailing  craft  between  the 
West  Indies  and  Nova  .Scotia,  and  whose  death 
occurred  on  the  sea.  .Some  years  after  the  death 
of  tlie  father  the  Ellenwood  family  removed  to 
Vermont  where  the  daughter  married  .Vpplelon 
Ballard.  Mrs.  Ballard  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren and  cared  for  three  motherless  grandchildren 
during  their  early  years.  She  was  a  wise,  tender, 
patient,  faithful  wife  and  mother.   .She  died  March 
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31,  188><.  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Ballard  with  whom 
she  had  made  her  home  after  her  liusi land's  deatli. 
Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Ballard  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
dino'  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  26,  188(1,  at 
wlnc-li  time  they  were  the  recipients  of  sincerest 
congratulations  and  substantial  remembrances 
from  hosts  of  friends. 

The  entire  family  of  ten  children  lived  to  man- 
hood and  womaniiood.  James  Allen,  the -eldest, 
enlisted  in  18(;i  in  the  Third  iMichigan  Infantry, 
serving  his  country  faithfully  until  he  dropped 
dead  on  one  of  those  Virginia  marches,  a  victim  of 
heart  disease.  May  5,  1864;  Sindeuia  A.  married 
Dr.  G.  W.  To])ping,  <if  DeWitt,  Clinton  County. 
Mich.;  David  E.  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  Kan- 
sas. After  seeing  that  State  through  its  troubnlons 
times  he  enlisted  early  in  the  war  and  w.as  made 
Quartermaster-General  of  his  regiment.  He  hiis 
continued  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  being  twice  elected 
to  the  Legislature.  For  some  years  he  has  resided 
at  Ballard's  Falls,  Washington  County,  owning 
there  a  magnificent  farm  of  eighteen  hundred  acres, 
besides  valuable  property  at  the  couuty  scat,  lie 
has  a  family  of  nine  children;  Henry  1).  also  en- 
listed in  1861,  in  the  Second  liegiment,  Michigan 
Sharpshooters,  in  which  lie  did  faithful  seivice 
until  disabled  by  a  liullet  wound  in  the  shoulder, 
wlien  he  was  tr.ansfei'red  tt>  hos]jital  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  is  engaged  in  gardening- 
near  Oshkosli,  Wis.;  Eunice,  who  was  possessed  of 
an  adventurous  spirit  and  missionary  zeal,  for  some 
years  taught  Government  Indian  .-schools  at  Sault 
St.  Marie,  and  at  Mt.  Ple.isant.  At  the  latter  place 
she  married  Albert  Bowker.  After  removing  to  a 
farm  in  Oliver.  Clinton  County,  she  died  leaving 
a  young  child;  Alonzo,  who  went  to  the  war  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  in  the  F'irst  Regiment  of  Michi- 
gan Sharpshooters,  has  also  adopted  Kansas  for  his 
home,  and  is  a  successful  merchant  in  Barnes,  Wash- 
ington County;  Everett,  the  youngest  son,  is  still 
a  resident  of  the  old  home  jjlace  in  Lansing;  Dr. 
Ballard  is  the  next  in  order  of  age;  Sar.ah  JVI. 
married  William  E.  West,  and  is  living  at  Lansing; 
Alice,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  after  graduating 
from  the  Lansing  High  School,  took  a  select  course 
in  Boston  University,  and  while  there  married  her 
cousin.  W.  ().  Crosbv,  prtifessor  of  geology  in  the 


Massachusetts  School  of  Technology.  Their  home 
is  a  few  miles  out  of  Bosttin. 

Dr.  L.  Anna  Ballard  was  born  in  this  city  .luly 
21,  1848,  the  family  having  come  to  the  State  the 
April  previous.  Her  early  life  was  spent  here  and 
she  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  and  in  the 
Misses  Rodger's  Female  College,  which  in  those 
years  was  a  center  of  culture,  and  from  which  her 
eldest  sister  had  graduated  before  her.  After  en- 
gaging in  teaching  for  two  years  she  entered  the 
drug  store  of  Dr.  Topping,  at  De  Witt,  where  she 
continued  for  three  years  as  drug  clerk  and  student 
of  medicine.  Then  taking  a  course  in  the  medical 
depai'tment  of  Michigan  ruiveisitw  she  went  to 
Chicago  and  continued  her  studies,  spending  six 
months  as  dispensary  physician  in  the  Hosjntal  for 
Women  and  Children,  which  is  under  the  super\'i- 
sion  of  Dr.  Mary  II.  Thompson.  Following  this 
she  entered  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Chi- 
cago, from  which  she  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctoi-  of  jNIedi- 
cinc.  On  competitive  examination  she  was  given 
the  position  of  resident  physician  in  the  Hospital 
Tor  Women  and  Children,  which  she  retained  six 
months.  To  acquire  .still  more  knowledge  and 
skill  to  administer  to  the  ills  of  humanity,  she  de- 
\'Oted  a  few  months  more  to  the  woik  of  dispensary 
visiting  physician,  visiting  those  destitute  women 
who  were  too  ill  to  go  to  the  dispensary. 

Thus  equijiped  for  her  life  work,  in  .Vpril,  lM7!t. 
Dr.  Ballard  returned  to  her  childhood's  home 
where  she  could  give  that  care  to  her  aged  father 
and  mother  that  their  declining  health  i-eqnired. 
She  opened  an  office  as  physician  and  surgeon  in 
the  central  part  of  the  city  and  with  persistence 
won,  and  zealously  maintaiiKd  her  position  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  profession  in  the  city.  She  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  I^ansing  Medical  So- 
ciety in  1882,  at  which  time  she  was  elected  Secre- 
taiT  and  was  continued  in  the  position  for  .seven 
years,  after  which  she  was  elected  President,  hold- 
ing the  chair  for  one  year.  At  the  death  of  Dr. 
.Shank,  the  oldest  physician  of  Lansing,  the  peculiar 
honor  was  paid  Dr.  Ballai-d  of  being  selected  l)y 
him,  and  his  selection  being  endor.sed  by  the  Med- 
ical Society  to  deliver  an  addi'ess  at  his  funeral  in 
behalf  of  the  medical  profession.    In  this  effort  she 
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distinguished  herself  by  the  eloquent  eulniiv  i)!ii(l 
the  deeeased  friend  and  old  jjliysieian,  and  the 
nolile  [ilea  made  for  the  profession.  For  further 
particuhirs  in  regard  to  this  see  sketch  of  Dr.  Shank 
in  another  pfirtion  of  this  Ai.bi'm. 

Dr.  Mallard  has  alwa3s  taken  an  active  jiart  not 
only  in  all  progressive  movements  relating  to 
science  and  art  hut  also  in  everything  that  pi'oni- 
ises  to  further  the  advancement  of  womankind  in 
every  avenue  of  life.  She  identified  her.-elf  with 
the  work  of  the  T^ansing  Industiial  Aid  Society  in 
lH7i»  and  for  several  years  has  been  the  First  \'ice- 
President  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
She  is  associated  in  the  J>ansing Chapter  of  the 
Ivistera  Star.  She  is  a  promising  member  of  the 
Lansing  Woman's  t'hib.  an  old  literary  society 
that  has  been  a  potent  agent  in  the  community 
for  the  elevation  of  literary  tastes  and  in  educat- 
ing its  members  in  business  ventures,  as  it  owns 
its  building,  a  handsome  edifice  in  the  center  of 
the  city,  erected  in  lH'.tO.  and  in  which  property 
each  memlier  is  a  stockholder. 

More  than  ten  years  ago  Dr.  Hallaid  found  a 
large  held  for  thought  and  effort  in  the  Woman's 
(hristian  Tenijierance  I'nion.  .She  has  given  earn- 
est labor  to  this  work  and  occupied  honorable  po- 
sitions. Fi'om  1><S7  to  isyi  she  was  President  of 
the  Central  I'nion  of  Lansing.  In  the  State  or- 
ganizations she  has  filled  the  Superintendencies  of 
Social  Purity  and  Legislation.  In  the  winter  of 
1«87  she  led  the  effoi't  with  the  State  Legislature 
to  amend  the  law  on  "age  of  c(msent."  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  age  raised  frcmi  ten  years  to 
fourteen  years,  ller  address  at  this  time  liefore  the 
.loint  .Judiciary  Conunittee  was  an  earnest  eloquent 
apjjeal.  and  was  so  highly  esteemed  that  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  Senate  asked  tliat  it  be  i)ub- 
lished  in  leaflet  form  and  assisted  in  its  distrilm- 
tion  to  the  legal  fraternity  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Ballard's  church  relations  are  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episco])al  body,  being  a  member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Chiu-ch  of  this  city.  Here  too  she  has  not 
hesitated  to  exert  hei'  influence  in  a  i)rogressive 
wav.  and  with  a  hjgical  paiier  took  |)art  in  a  jndi- 
lic  discussion  on  the  admission  of  women  to  the 
Methodist  (ieneral  Conference.  The  Young  Wo- 
man's Christian  Association  finds  in  her  an  enthu- 


siastic w^orker  and  liberal  supporter,  and  with  her 
religious  tendencies  she  finds  in  this  organization 
an  ideal  avenue  for  work  of  heart  and  brain. 
With  the  pen  she  is  at  home  and  is  a  fluent  writer. 
The  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
IH«(i  contains  a  valualile  paper  presented  liy  her  to 
the  society,  recording  original  work  and  study. 
She  is  the  author  of  some  of  the  best  literature 
circulated  by  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
I'nion.  She  takes  the  delight  of  an  educated  and 
cultivated  woman  in  current  literature,  and  being 
an  advanced  thinker  with  decision  of  character 
and  opinions,  but  with  modesty  and  deference  of 
manner,  she  is  an  interesting  conversationalist. 
Mer  life  is  characterized  by  simplicity  and  integ- 
rity, which  with  her  earnestness  of  i)urpose  is  en- 
dearing her  to  a  large  circle  of  associates  socially 
as  w-ell  as  professionally. 


.r=0 


WJLLIAM  .J.  McIIENCH,  M.  1).  The  gentle- 
man of  whom  this  .sketch  is  written,  is  a 
^  ,^  l)liysician  whose  re(mtation  as  a  practi- 
tioner of  the  healing  art,  extends  far  beyond  his 
own  locality,  being  of  an  intellectu.ally  .issimila- 
tive  nature  that  readily  .alisorbs  the  pith  and  truth 
of  e\ery  new  and  im])ortant  di.scovery  in  the  fields 
of  pharmacy  and  chemistry'.  A  scholar  by  nature, 
with  a  love  for  research,  our  subject  is  moreover,  a 
humanitarian  whose  |)leasure  is  in  relieving  suffer- 
ing and  pain  rather  than  the  acquiring  merely  of 
a  reputation.  So  in  touch  with  Nature  is  he  of 
wlioni  we  write,  that  he  "finds  tongues  m  trees, 
books  in  the  running  lirooks,  .sermons  in  stones, 
and  good  in  everything." 

Dr.  McHench  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  been  born  in  Schoharie  Coiuitv,  September 
16,  1831.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  acquired 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district  school 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  subsequently  taking  a 
two  years'  course  in  Alalone  Academy.  In  the  fall 
of  I8r)3,  after  completing  his  academic  course,  our 
subject    came    to    Micliigan,  and   w.as  engaged   in 
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Ic.'ichiin;  (InriiiL;'  (inr  Irnii  (if  scIkiiiI.  in  (Irccii  ()nk 
'l'lnvll^lli|l,  Liviiiiistdii  County,  llic  fiillowiiit;  year 
being  eniiaged  in  tlu'  .same  way  in  Hrighton  Town- 
ship. In  the  meantime  his  plans  for  studying 
medicine  were  lieing  ?iiatured,  and  all  his  subse- 
quent work  was  with  that  object  in  view. 

In  the  spring  of  1H;")4  the  young  man  began 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Ira  1'.  IJingliam,  of 
ISrighton.  In  the  fall  of  18.55  he  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  State  I'niversity  at  Ann 
Arbor.  an<l  tliere  si)ent  three  years  in  the  |(ursnit 
of  his  i^rofessioual  studies,  graduating  with  the 
Class  of  TiK.  During  this  course  of  instruction  he 
of  whom  we  write  embraced,  not  only  every  oppor- 
tunity offered  in  the  regular  curriculum,  but  car- 
ried on  ijpecial  studies.  During  the  summer  of 
18.')6  he  took  a  special  course  in  analytical  chemis- 
try, and  also  gained  an  insight  into  the  ivvelations 
of  microscopy. 

Dr.  AlcHench  associated  himself  in  18.")7.  with 
Dr.  Bingham,  of  Hrighlon.  in  the  practice  of  nu?di- 
cine,  and  continued  with  him  until  .lanuary,  18.")9, 
when  he  removed  to  New  Hudson.  ( )akland  County, 
where  he  practiced  until  the  following  Octolier.  In 
the  fall  of  1859  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
took  a  course  of  lectvu'es  in  the  .lefferson  Medical 
School  and  Hospital;  his  man3'  friends  in  Uiigh- 
ton,  however  urged  him  so  strongly  to  return  to 
that  village  that  he  did  so  in  the  spring  of  1860, 
and  here  he  has  since  made  his  hf)me.  absenting 
himself  at  intervals  that  he  might  pursue  his  stud- 
ios in  the  Eastern  cities. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  went  to  HaUiniore, 
.luly  1,  lH(;4,:md  passing  an  examination,  entered 
the  army  on  contract  as  acting  assistant  surgeon. 
During  his  service  in  this  capacity,  he  had  sole 
charge  of  four  wards  in  the  hosyjital  for  some  time 
and  here  he  gained  a  valuable  experience  in  sur- 
gery. At  about  the  close  of  the  war.  Dr.  Wcllencli 
returned  to  Brighton  and  resumed  his  practice.  In 
187(1  he  went  to  New  York  and  took  a  special 
course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  heart 
and  lungs,  and  also  paid  especial  attention  to  i)hy- 
sical  diagnosis  generally  in  the  IJellevue  Ilosijital. 
enjoying  at  this  time  dissertations  fin  these  subjects 
by  the  most  eminent  specialists. 

In   the  year  18H(I,  our  subject  again   visited   the 


Aniciican  inetrop(ili>.  again  laking  a  like  >prcial 
coursi'  ujiou  the  disease?,  of  the  throat,  etc.  Dr. 
Mcllench,  as  is  seen  from  this  synopsis  of  his  jiro- 
fessional  career,  is  thoroughly  well  skilled  and  he 
now  enjoys  the  entire  contidence  of  the  popul.ace, 
and  h.as  a  most  prolitable  ])ractice  in  the  town  of 
Brighton.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  has 
moreover  many  advantages  of  mind  and  person; 
he  is  a  well-read  and  highly  cultivated  man.  In 
1876  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  four  delegates 
from  Michigan  to  the  Centennial  ^Medical  Conven- 
tion that  convened  at  Philadelphia.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oakland  Academy  of  Medicine;  is  a 
memlier  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  also  of 
the  American  Medical  Society.  He  was  appointed 
a  delegate  by  the  Oakland  Academy  of  Medicine 
to  the  Medical  Association  which  met  in'Philadel- 
phia  in  1876,  and  was  also  appointed  by  the  State 
Association  as  delegate  of  the  convention  which 
met  in  New  York  City  in  188(1. 

Dr.  ^fcHench's  wedded  life  dates  from  Novem- 
bei-  18.  1H68.  when  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
K.  Sowle,  of  Livington  County,  this  State;  their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  one  daugh- 
ter, (iertrude,  who  is  an  accomplished  young  lady. 
She  has  attended  the  High  Schools  of  Brighton  and 
Armada,  and  has  attained  great  proficiency  in  mu- 
sic, painting  and  French  at  the  school  at  St.  Clair, 
this  State.  The  Doctor  is  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  a  beautiful  home  in  Brigliton;  it  is  a  frame  hou.se 
of  imposing  size  and  style  of  architecture,  and  its 
interior  arrangement  and  furnishing,  is  marked 
by  a  refined  yet  rich  elegance,  giving  evidence 
that  it  is  the  home  of  culture.  Our  subject  is  a 
follower  of  the  political  doctrines  of  promulgated 
by  the  Republican  party.  In  his  religious  opinions 
he  is  liberal,  although  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
IMethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  .Mcllench. 
a  native  of  Massachusetts.  lie  removed  to  Scho- 
harie County,  N.  Y..  with  his  parents  when  about 
twelve  years  old,  and  lived  there  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1867.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Patriot's  War.  having  the  post  of  Captain  in  a  New 
York  regiment.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Doctor  McHench's  grandfather  came  to  this  coun- 
try directly  from    Ireland,  although  his  grandson 
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lu'lioves  that  lie  was  a  native  of  Scotlaiul,  as  liis 
graiidiiKitlier  was  a  native  of  that  coiiiUrv.  After 
eoniiiig  to  the  New  "W'orhl.  lie  lirst  settU'd  in  New 
Jersey,  tlienee  be  removed  to  ^Massaeluisi^tt.s.  and 
finally  settled  in  New  York.  Our  siilijeet's  inotlier 
was  in  her  maiden  days  Miss  Ann  I'Vrguson,  a 
native  of  New  York.  He  was  api^ointed  for  three 
years  liy  Direetors  of  the  Detroit  ^ledieal  College 
.as  one  of  the  Connselors  whose  duty  it  w.as  to  ex- 
amine students  for  graduation. 


L^p^lIEODORK  H.  STAl^EY.      Among  the   ex- 

l'/r/^<\  tensive  and  i)ros»erous  farmers  of  Howell 
V^>/  Township,  Li\iiigston  County,  we  arc  grat- 
ified to  iilaee  before  our  readers  the  gentleman 
wliose  name  we  now  give,  and  whose  ple.asanl 
farm  house  will  lie  found  on  seetiiHi  13,  of  the 
townshij)  just  named.  He  is  of  Eastern  liirth, 
having  come  from  ]\I on tgomery  County.  N.  Y..  and 
liis  natal  day  was  April  2!»,  182.'). 

.lolin  and  liebeeea  (Devonjjeek)  Staley  were  the 
parents  of  our  subjeet,  and  tlii\v  were  natives  of 
New  York,  who  hail  an  extensive  farm  of  live 
hundred  aeres  in  tiie  towushi})  of  Florida,  Mont- 
gomery County, N.  Y..  and  in  tliis  home  they  lived 
and  died.  Tlu'  [larents  <if  .John  Staley  were  Ileii- 
driek  and  liaehel  Staley,  both  natives  of  (Termany, 
who  after  eomiiig  to  America  made  their  first  home 
in  Xew  .Jersey  and  later  removed  to  New  ^'ork. 
where  Ihey  pMsse<l  Ihe  remainder  nf  their  d.ays. 
The\  had  one  of  thosi'  m;igiii(icenl  farms  whieh 
are  to  br  found  in  the  i'jn|iii-e  State.  Ilenilriek 
.Staley.  altliougli  a  foieiguer  by  biiMh  was  a  true 
patriot,  who  when  Washington  rMbed  the  fi'iends 
of  liliert\'  to  arms,  left  his  plo«  in  Ihe  fiiiiow  .Miid 
shouldered  his  musket,  leaving  his  wife  and  two 
ehildren  to  tlie  providence  of  Cod.  This  heroic 
wife  sheltered  and  cared  for  her  children  during 
his  absence,  and  when  the  Indians  [lassed  througli 
that  section,  buj-uing  and  raiding  the  liomes  and 
killing  the  whites.  >he  sheltered  IhtscH'  :ind  her 
children  on  the  hillsitlc  amongst  the  underliru-h. 
Rebecca  Devonpeek  was  a  daughter  of  .John  and 


Susan  Dev<mpeck  wlio  were  nativeis  of  Holland  and 
I'ame  to  America  after  tlieil'  marri.age,  and  carried 
on  a  large  farm  in  Montgomery  County,  where 
.b)hn  Devonpeek  also  iiursued  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, .lohii  and  Rebecca  Staley  had  a  family  of 
seven  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  sur- 
viving. Their  names  were  Rachel,  now  Mrs,  De- 
(iraft;  .lolin  H.;  ( larrett,  deceased;  Tlieodw'e  R.; 
Abraham,  wlio  died  in  the  war;  Winslow  P.,  de- 
ceased; and  Jacob  who  lives  in  New  York.  The 
father  was  a  Whig  in  his  early  davs  and  later  a 
Repulilican  and  both  lu'  and  his  worthy  wife  were 
members  of  the  Dutch  R(^fornied  Cliurch  of  Miner- 
ville,  N.  Y. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  .a  farmer 
boy  and  received  a  common-school  education,  re- 
maining at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two. He  then  undertook  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  ]8;)5  he  came  to  Howell  Township  and 
jiurchased  .a  farm.  Upon  this  estate  he  has  placed 
a  lieauliful  home  and  line  farm  buildings  and  has 
richly  adorned  it  with  shade  and  oruamental  trees. 
In  this  home  he  dwells  with  his  belo\ed  and  faith- 
ful wife  who  was  united  with  him  in  1841).  Her 
maiden  nanie  w.as  ^lary  jMc.Millen  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  .lohii  and  Anna  (Ilaniia)  McMillen,  of 
Aloutgomery  County,  N.  Y.  Their  life  together 
has  been  an  unbroken  period  of  harmony  and  do- 
mestic bliss,  shadowed  onl.\'  liy  the  death  of  one 
son.  AVilliam  A.  II.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
thi-ee  years.  The  remaining  children  are:  Anna, 
now  l\frs.  Moody,  who  is  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren—Mary 11,.  .Maud  II..  Ole  and  Olie  twins;  Al- 
berta, now  !\Irs.  A\'ai'ner.  the  ni()tlier  of  two  ehil- 
dren. ibnvaiil  and  l,uell:i:  llattic.  Mi>.  Wilcox, 
whose  two  children  are  .May  .'ind 'I'heodon  ;  Sns.an, 
Mrs.  I.ai'c:    .Mary  and  Luella. 

I'.olli  Mr.  and  .\ir>.  Staley  .'ire  ac-iixc  and  ellicient 
members  of  the  Eii'st  Presbyterian  Church  of  How- 
ell and  with  them  their  ehildren  are  united  in  a 
ti'ue  and  happy  Cluistian  faith.  The  Republican 
party  receives  the  allegiance  of  this  gentleman  and 
he  is  ;in  enthusiastic  member  of  theCJrand  .\rmy 
of  IIm'  Republic.  brloniziiiL;'  to  W  .ad dell  I'ost.Xo. 
11.").  His  war  experience  gix'es  him  a  s[iecial  inter- 
,   est  in  this  organization  and  he  delights  in  reunions 
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with  his  old  comrades.  He  belongs  to  Company  F, 
Fifteenth  Michigan  Regiment  in  which  he  took 
service  for  three  months,  beginning  April,  186.5. 
He  went  as  far  South  as  (Joldsboro,  N.  C.,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  the  hospital  at  Alexan- 
dria, Va.  He  has  filled  various  minor  ofTices  and 
has  been  Assessor,  School  Director  and  Treasurer. 
He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  thoroughly  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  the  county  and  owns  forty  acres 
of  fine  land  in  Coclioctah  Townsliip. 


^  d  .,<,■<  H  ^  ^« 


%.M  YRON  H.  WASSON.  Patriot  blood  flows 
freely  through  the  veins  of  the  man  whose 
name  we  have  just  given,  and  he  feels 
that  he  does  indeed  love  more  truly  the 
country  for  which  his  ancestors  suffered  in  past 
times.  His  father  was  Samuel  Wasson,  a  Vermont 
farmer  who  did  valued  service  as  a  soldier  in  the 
AVar  I  if  1812,  and  the  father  of  that  parent  was 
one  of  Washington's  troops  in  the  war  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Samuel  Wasson  was  luiited  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  JVIoon,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  jNIoon,  a  Rut- 
land. XU.  farmer,  who  i)assed  his  later  years  in 
Cattaiaugus  County,  ]S'.  Y.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  married  in  N'ermont  and  removed  to 
>.'ew  York  where  they  lived  a  number  of  years, 
then  removed  to  Michigan  in  .lune  1837,  making 
their  home  on  an  unbroken  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  acres  of  I'nadilla  Township,  Living- 
ston County.  Their  log  house  was  a  distance  of 
one  mile  from  a  neighbor,  Mr.  Beale  who  kept 
the  Post-office  at  Plainfield.  There  were  then  no 
roads  except  as  the  pathwaj-  was  marked  out  by 
blazed  trees  between  this  pioneer  home  and  Dex- 
tei'.  Two  log  houses  were  at  that  time  u.sed  as 
hotels  in  this  vicinity  one  being  kept  by  Mr.  Dunn 
and  another  by  Mr.  Dyer.  This  early  settler  began 
life  here  with  more  means  than  many  of  his 
neighliurs,  as  he  was  aide  to  pay  for  his  land  to 
provide  himself  with  a  team  of  horses  and  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  had  some  money  still  remaining  for 
the  necessities  of  life.     It  is  now  thirty-flve  years 


since  he  passed  away  from  this  life  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  and  his  good  wife  who  survived 
him  for  three  years  died  at  the  same  age. 

Of  the  eleven  children  of  this  worthy  couple 
three  are  now  living:  .John,  oiu-  subject  and  Polly 
(Mrs.  House).  The  parents  were  possessed  of  gen- 
uine Christian  character  and  were  charter  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Plainfield,  where 
i\lr.  AN'asson  was  a  Deacon  and  Elder  for  many 
years,  and  often  supplied  the  pulpit  by  reading  a 
sermon  when  no  clergyman  could  be  obtained.  He 
was  an  old-line  Whig  and  a  man  who  was  deeply 
interested  in  both  temperance  and  education. 

The  birth  of  Myron  Wasson  occurred  in  Genesee 
County,  X.  Y..  February  17.  1821,  and  he  was 
therefore  sixteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan. As  it  was  necessary  for  every  one  who  was 
able  to  labor  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  this 
lad's  education  was  cut  short  and  he  turned  in  to 
help  clear  up  the  new  farm.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  his  twenty-second  year,  and  was 
then  married  November  13,  1842,  to  Margaret 
Clawson.a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Christine  (Gates) 
Clawson,  a  New  .Jersey  (()U|)lc. who  moved  to  Ohio 
in  183;)  and  in  1837  made  theii-  settlement  in 
Uuadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich. 
Mr.  Clawson  was  in  indeiiendent  circumstances 
and  liuilt  for  his  family  a  comfortable  frame  house 
before  clearing  up  his  farm.  He  passed  awajfrom 
earth  in  188(1,  having  completed  eighty-four  years 
of  u|>riglit  living  and  his  faithful  and  devoted 
wife  survived  until  1889,  when  in  her  ninety-fourtli 
year  she  departed  in  the  odor  of  sanctity.  Mrs. 
Wasson  is  the  onlysurvivor  of  their  nine  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  CUawson  were  charter  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  here  and  Mr.  Clawson  had 
held  his  membership  in  that  l)od^-  for  tiver  fifty 
years.  His  political  views  led  him  into  alliance 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  was  an  earnest 
advocate  of  movements  directed  toward  tlic 
maintenance  of  temperance.  He  filled  the  otlice 
of  Road  Commissioner  but  cared  little  for  ottice. 
To  his  children  he  gave  a  good  distiict  school  edu- 
cation and  advanced  them  in  every  way  in  his 
power.  His  father,  Abram  Clawson,  and  his  grand- 
father, John  Gates,  were  both  New  Jersey  farmers; 
the  father  died   in   his  native  State  and  the  latter 
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pji^fed  away  in   Ohio,  after  a  long  residence  there. 

Mrs.  Was.'-ou  was  born  .]iily  11,  1820.  in  Sussex 
County,  X.  J.  and  was  seventeen  j'ears  old  when 
she  came  to  Miehiijan.  The  young  couj)le  started 
out  eni])t\' handed  and  established  their  home  upon 
the  little  farm  of  lifty  aeres,  which  he  had  from 
his  father.  Thov  were  much  restricted  in  circum- 
stances, a>  will  lie  shiiwii  by  the  fact  which  is  re- 
lated that  tlieir  winter  su|i|ily  of  sugar  was  only 
three  |)oun<ls.  Besides  the  old  homestead  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  aeres,  whicli  is  in  tlie  iiands  of 
a  ti'iiaut.  All',  ami  Airs.  AVasson  own  ninety-tliiec 
acres  on  which  they  reside. 

Five  of  the  nine  children  of  our  >uliject  arc 
now  living,  namely:  Levi  C.  wIk)  married  Enuna 
May  and  lives  in  Topeka,  Kan.,  with  his  wife  and 
three  children;  S.amuel  T.  wlio  with  his  wife, Viola 
Wood  and  his  one  child,  lives  on  the  old  Wasson 
homestead;  Edwin  S.  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Ottawa,  Kan.;  Robert  A.  who  took  to  wife  Mary 
Sherman  and  lives  in  Ottawa,  Kan.;  Milton  L..  who 
married  Carlie  Bullis  and  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  li\'es  in  this  townshii).  To  all  of  their 
offsining  our  subject  has  given  good  education. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  is  tlie  i-eligious  body 
witli  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  actively 
connected,  and  they  have  done  much  good  service 
in  the  Sunday-school.  ]\Irs.  AV'asson  is  a  memlier 
of  tlie  Foreign  and  Home  ^Missionary  Society,  over 
which  she  at  one  time  presided,  and  Mr.  Wasson 
hns  l)een  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  n 
Republican  in  his  political  vievvs  and  a  man  of 
correct  li.'ibits  of  life,  as  lie  nevei-  uses  either  to- 
li.-icco  or  whisker'.  The  liealth  of  both  is  good 
with  the  exception  of  occasional  attacks  of  rheu- 
iiiatJMii. 


OHN  HOWE  (deceased).     There  is  always  a 

greater  interest  in  a  history  where  one  finds 

wi-itten    '■finis"    at  the  end,  than    one     in 

which  tlie  reader  is  left  to  wonder  what  will 

come  next.     Our  subject  has  finished  the  story  of 


mj 


life  and  the  se.il  of  npiiroval  of  the  (xreat  Librarian 
has  been  set  upon  it.  Belonging  to  the  class  of 
men  who  from  earliest  youth  are  bread  winners, 
winning  their  nig'lit's  repose  and  the  sutliciency  to 
support  life  liy  the  hardest  lalior.  our  subject  faced 
the  problem  sturdily  aud  accepted  the  result  with 
content. 

Mr.  Howe  was  born  in    the  niauufacturing    town 
of  Carlisle,  England,  April    I'.t.    1814.     He    was    a 
-son  of  -lolm  and  Eiizalieth  (Steele)  Howe.   His  exo- 
dus to  the  I'nited  States  took    place  in   the  spring 
of  182i.  wlien  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  spent  one  year,   thence   going  to   AA^estchester 
County,  N.  Y.     He  wjis  a  machinist    by  trade,  hav- 
ing grown  uj),  as  tme  might  say,  to  tlie  business  in 
his  native  town,  whicii  is  noted  for  its  great  cotton 
manufactories.     On  settling  in  AVestchester  County 
he  was  emploj'ed  as  a  machinist  in  a  cotton  factory 
and  there  remained  for  several  years.     The  busi- 
ness at  that  time,  however,  was  not  so  luofitable  as 
in  later  j'ears  and  the  promise    for   advancement 
was  greater  in  the  Western  country  than    in  the 
Eastern  town,  hence  our  subject  came   to  Michigan 
in  1834  and  settled  at  Deer  Creek,  where  he  entered 
a  tract  of  land  from  the  (Tovernmemt,  setting  him- 
self with    great  energy    to    im|jroving   the  .same. 
His  was  the  fir.st  .sawmill  ever  built  oli  Deer  Creek. 
He  continued  business  at  this  place   until    1848,  at 
which  time  lie  died.     ( )ur  subject  was  one  of  six 
children  born  to  his  father,  their  names  being  John, 
Jonathan,  WilUam,  Thomas,   Susannah   and   Mary. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  was  employed  in   the 
factory  until  coming  to  ^lieiiigan  in  1834,  when  he 
engaged  in  farming.     His  father  gave  him  his  first 
start  in  life,  presenting  liiin  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  tli:it  was  located   on    section    .s. 
This  he  cleared  and  improved  and  his  widow  now 
owns  tlie  original  homestead  of  one  hundred   and 
thirty  acres.     Mr.  John  Howe  died  August  13.  1887 
and  was  greatly  mourned  bj'  friends  as  well  as  rel- 
atives.    He  .served  in  .several  towmship  ofHces   and 
w;is  Supervisor  and  also  represented  his  county   in 
the  legislature  in  18r)7.     His  marriage   took    place 
January  14,  1841,  when   he    was    united    to    Miss 
Eunice  .Tones,  who  was  liorn  in  the   town    of    Alid- 
dlelicld,  Otsego  County,  N.  A'.,   February  23,  1822. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  aud  Elizabeth  (Bennett) 
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Jones.  The  former  was  a  chair-maker  bv  trade  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  .lime.  18211  at  which  time  lie 
settled  in  Salem,  Washtenaw  County,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  lost  liis  wife  here  iu  1833 
and  he  himself  passed  away  later.  Of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  himself  and  ^ife  seven  survive  there 
being  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows: 
Martha,  Alonzo,  William,  Aurelia.  Eunice,  Betheny, 
and  Alfred.  Mrs.  Howe  made  her  home  among 
strangers  from  the  time  slie  lost  her  motlier  and  as 
a  young  girl  she  suffered  some  bitter  experiences. 
Our  subject  and  liis  wife  were  the  parents  of  three 
children — .James,  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  wife  of  R. 
F.  Patterson  and  is  now  deceased,  and  Amelia, 
who  died  in  early  childhood. 


^>^^<l 


(Q>^ 


UTIIEK  C.  KAXorsE.  A  grateful  nation 
will  ever  hold  in  honor  those  who,  in  times 
of  jjcril,  offered  tliemselves  upon  their 
country's  altar  and  faced  death  on  many  a  bloody 
battlefield.  In  their  memory  will  poems  and  songs 
be  written,  anniversaries  remembered  with  flags 
and  banners  flying  in  the  air.  and  patriotism  exalted 
in  a  million  throbbing  hearts.  On  Decoration  Day 
we  p.ay  our  tributes  of  love  to  our  honored  soldier 
dead,  while  those  who  survive  are  the  objects  of 
our  highest  esteem.  Not  only  did  Mi-.  Kanouse 
serve  with  valor  in  many  a  hard  fought  engage- 
ment, but  his  efliciency  received  merited  recog- 
nition, and  while  he  entered  the  service  in  the 
ranks  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  a  commissioned  officer. 

Upon  the  battlefield  of  life,  where  heroism  is 
called  for  no  less  than  when  facing  ghastly  death 
at  the  cannon's  mouth,  ;\Ir.  Kanouse  has  made  an 
honorable  record.  .Fust  and  honest  with  all.  gen- 
erous and  kind,  a  close  ac(puuiitaiice  reveals  more 
and  more  those  exemplary  traits  of  character  which 
makes  him  influential  among  the  residents  of  Liv- 
ingston County.  His  home  is  [ileasantly  located 
on  section  5,  Cohoctah  Township,  and  comprises 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  more 
than  one  hundred  of  which  have  been  cleared  by 


the  personal  effort  of  the  owner.  By  a  proper 
rotation  of  crojis  the  land  has  been  brought  to  an 
unusual  fertility,  while  substantial  rural  structures 
have  been  erected  to  serve  the  varied  pur})Oses  of 
modern  farm  life.  A  view  of  this  fine  homestead 
appears  on  another  page. 

A  native-born  citizen  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Kanouse 
was  born  in  Burns,  Shiawassee  County,  .Tune  '29, 
1842,  and  is  the  son  of  .Jacob  and  Mabel  (Drake) 
Kanouse.  During  his  youth  the  schools  were  scat- 
tered at  remote  distances  on  the  prairies  or  in  the 
tiinlier  land,  and  educational  privileges  were  few. 
However,  such  as  they  were,  Mr.  Kanouse  took  ad- 
vantage of  them  and  extended  his  fund  of  infor- 
mation beyond  the  proverbial  "Three  R's."  After 
he  had  com}jleted  the  course  of  instruction  in  the 
common  school  he  was  a  student  in  the  State  Nor- 
mal and  made  use  of  his  knowledge  thus  acquired 
in  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  which  he  followed 
one  winter.  It  the  meantime  he  gained  a  pr.actical 
training  in  the  duties  of  agricultural  life  and  earl\- 
learned  the  habits  of  industry  and  economy  which 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  his  success  in 
later  years. 

The  lueakiiig  out  of  the  Civil  AVar  caused  Mr. 
Kanouse  to  aliandon  te.iching,  and  on  Se|)tenil)er 
4,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com|iany  1),  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  as  a  private.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  are  the  following:  Hanover, 
Hunterstown,  Gettysburg,  Monterey,  Boonesboro, 
Snickers  (iap,  Kelley's  Ford,  Culpeper,  Raccoon 
Ford,  AVhite's  Ford,  .Jack's  Shop,  .James  City,  Buck- 
land  Mills,  Brandy  Station,  Stephensburg,  Morton's 
Ford,  the  Wilderness,  Beaver  Dam  Station,  Yellow 
Tavern,  Meadow  Bridge,  Milford,  llawes  Shop, 
Baltimore  Crossroads,  Cold  Harlior,  Trevilian 
Station,  Winchester,  Shepardstown,  Berryville, 
Opetiuan,  Ivouisa  Courthouse,  Inve  I'orks,  South 
Side  Railroad,  Diicks  Pond  Mills,  Riggs,  Sailor's 
Creek  and  Aiiiiomattox  Courthouse. 

As  might  lie  expected,  Mr.  Ivanouse  did  not  pass 
through  all  these  engagements  uninjured.  Al 
Boonestioro,  ]Md.,  he  was  wounded  iu  the  left  arm 
and  placed  in  the  hospital.  This  not  being  a  very 
desirable  place  to  stay,  he  left  without  permission 
after  remaining  three  weeks  and  joined  his  regi- 
ment, preferring  active  camp  life  to  the  tedium 
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and  unpleasantness  of  the  hospital.  At  Trevilllau 
Station  he  was  again  wmnided,  and  reeeiviuu'  a 
sixty  da\'s'  furlough,  returned  home.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  time  he  rejoined  his  regiment. 
At  Winchester  the  bursting  of  a  shell  knocked  his 
horse  down  and  in  the  fall  Mr.  Kaiiouse  had  his 
left  arm  broken,  lie  was  then  t)nly  a  few  feet 
from  the  enemy's  line.  Anotlier  furlough  of  sixty 
days  was  given  him  and  he  again  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  its  expiration. 

-Vltogether.  the  regiment  to  which  ^Ir.  Kanouse 
belonged  participated  in  sixty-two  engagemants. 
The  horse  which  he  rode  passed  through  all  un- 
scathed, and  at  the  return  of  peace  was  brought 
home  and  kepi  until  death  came  to  him  from  old 
age.  When  the  regiment  left  Michigan  for  the 
tield  of  action  ^h:  Kanouse  was  made  Duty  Ser- 
geant, and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  com- 
missioned Orderly.  In  September,  1863,  he  was 
promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant  but  never  received 
his  commLssion.  In  May,  1864.  he  was  commis- 
sioned First  Lieutenant,  and  in  this  cajiacity  was 
discharged  November  2-1,  186."),  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, after  making  a  tour  llirough  the  West  fight- 
ing Indians,  etc.  With  others  who  had  helped  to 
save  the  Hag  of  our  country  he  participated  in  the 
(irand  Heviewat  Washington  and  then  came  home, 
having  received  jiay  for  a  service  of  three  years 
and  three  montlis.  In  1864  he  held  an  election  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  when  his  fatlier  was  appointed  to 
collect  and  carry  the  votes  home  to  be  counted. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  !Mr.  Kanouse  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  o.  where  he  now 
resides.  He  first  purchased  forty  acres  to  which 
he  afterward  added  as  he  was  able.  While  devoting 
himself  principally  to  agriculture  he  h.as  not  over- 
looked his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  is  an  active  He- 
publican,  having  a  lirm  faith  in  the  principles  of 
that  |i;irty.  His  fellow-citizens,  recognizing  his 
abilities,  have  elected  him  to  all  the  minor  offices 
of  the  township  and  he  has  also  served  two  terms 
as  .Supervisor.  He  ha^  Ijeen  delegate  to  several 
State  conventions,  and  in  every  positiini  has  en- 
deavored to  advance  the  interests  of  the  commun- 
ity where  he  resides.  Sociallj*  he  is  a  member  of 
the  ]Masonic  fraternity,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  also  is 
identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 


The  pleasant  home  belonging  to  Mr.  Kanouse  is 
presided  over  by  a  lad3'  of  refinement  and  culture, 
whom  he  brought  hither  as  his  Itride  man3'  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Kanouse  was  known  in  maidenhood  as 
\'ianna  Gaston,  and  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
till,-  State,  to  Marvin  and  Philinda  (Parsons)  Gas- 
t(m.  natives  of  Madison  County,  X.  Y.,  and  Con- 
way, Franklin  County,  Mass.,  respectively.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Kanouse  were  Elijaii 
and  Susannah  (Sears)  Gaston;  the  former,  who  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  moved  to  New  York,  and 
thence  to  Michigan  where  he  died  in  1841.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  in  New  York 
in  1828,  and  Ills  .second  wife  being  3Irs.  Polly  (Sears) 
North,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife.  Tracing  the  lineage 
back  still  further  we  find  that  Elijah  (iaston  was  a 
a  son  of  Robert  Gaston,  whose  father  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  America  at  an  early  day. 

In  ^lay,  1836,  Marvin  Gaston  emigrated  to 
Michigan  and  settled  three  miles  north  of  Howell. 
One  year  later  he  removed  to  Hand.\-  Township 
where  his  father  had  entered  eighty  acres.  After 
remaining  there  many  j'ears  and  improving  a  fine 
farm,  in  1888  he  came  to  the  home  of  our  subject 
aiid  there  he  receives  the  devoted  attention  of  his 
children  and  grandchildren.  He  was  deeply  be- 
reaved by  the  death  of  his  wife.  >vlio  jiassed  away 
in  Jlay,  1888.  The  ceremt)ny  which  united  the 
destinies  of  Mr.  Kanouse  and  A'ianna  (Jaston  was 
solemnized  .luly  Id.  1864.  and  their  wedded  life 
has  brought  to  tliein  no  sorrow  save  the  loss  by 
death  of  three  children.  The  tw'o  who  survive  are 
Nellie  'M.,  tlie  wife  of  Kdward  Ibiuse.  and  Birney  G. 


J4..I.4.4..; 
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ORENZO    LEROY     AKMSTRON(4.       The 

gentleman  who  resiiles  on  the  farm  on  sec- 
I — "'^  tion  34,  llartland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  one  of  the  jiioneer  settlers  of  tiie  State 
of  Michigan,  and  although  having  reached  more 
than  the  three-score  and  ten  years  usually  allotted 
to  man,  his  mind  is  still  vigorous  and  keen ;  he  is  an 
epitome  in  himself,  of  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  history,  not  only  of  the  State,  but  the 
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countiy  at  large.  He  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  tlie  town  of  Fiibi us,  February  1.5, 
liSlT).  His  father  was  Er.astus  Armstrong,  a  native 
of  Conneeticut.  and  was  born  in  1781.  He  was, 
however,  doubtless  of  English  ancestry,  as  the  name 
is  one  that  one  meets  most  frequently  in  England, 
and  ranks  high  in  the  social  order. 

Erastus  Armstrong  was  reared  in  his  native  .State 
and  had  reached  his  majority  when  he  left  home 
to  go  to  New  York  State.  Tliere  he  purcliased  a 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Onondaga  County,  and  this 
he  bent  his  efforts  to  improve.  His  decease  took 
place  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  in  1821,  being  at 
that  time  in  the  prime  of  life,  only  about  forty 
years  of  age.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather 
was  Lee  Armstrong,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
a  farmer.  Although  he  himself  did  not  participate 
actively  in  the  RevohituMiary  War,  liis  lirothers 
were  prominently  eng.aged  therein.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  before  her  marriage  a  Miss  Roxana 
Stowell,  a  native  of  New  Hamspshirc,  but  reared  in 
Vermont-and  married  in  Now  York  State,  in  On- 
ondaga County.  She  died  in  Michig.in  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years,  having  come  hither  with  her 
sous.  She  was  the  motiier  of  eight  children,  six 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Lorenzo  L.  .Vrmstrong,  our  suliject,  was  th<'  liflli  i 
son  in  the  family.  His  father,  having  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  six  years  of  age,  lie  was  reared 
by  his  uncles  and  aunts.  At  the  age  of  about 
twenty  he  came  to  Michigan  in  183;').  making  tlio 
journe3^  hither  with  an  ox-team;  on  the  wa^'  here, 
however,  he  traded  off  his  oxen  for  a  span  of 
horses  which  he  drove  the  rest  of  the  wny.  lie 
first  went  to  Oakland  County,  where  lie  remained 
working  by  the  month  ;uul  i\:>\ .  and  also  taught 
M-hool.  Not  a  great  whil<'  after  coiiiiiig  to  this 
State  he  was  married  toMiss.lulia  Ann  Arnistrdng, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  Iioni  in  the  town  of 
Franklin,  New  London  ('<uuity.  August  2;i,  1824. 
She  was  the  second  daughter  and  fourth  child  of 
Lee  and  Mary  (Spofford)  Armstrong.  She  re- 
mained in  her  native  place  until  about  eight  years 
of  age  when  she  went  to  New  York  with  her  par- 
ents, thence  to  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen 
years,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Oakland 
County.     After  marriage   our  subject  located  in 


Milford,  Oakland  County,  and  there  remained  for 
eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  removed 
to  Hartland  Township,  this  county  and  settled  on 
section  23,  residing  in  that  place  for  a  number  of 
years,  until,  in  1855,  they  removed  to  the  place 
where  they  now  reside. 

When  our  subject  and  his  family  settled  here, 
there  was  only  a  log  house  on  tlie  farm.  During 
tlie  years  that  have  passed  si  ice  making  this  their 
home,  he  has  made  marked  improvements,  build- 
ing his  present  residence  in  1873,  at  a  cost  of 
13,000.  This  comfortable  and  attractive  residence 
a  view  of  which  appears  on  another  jiage,  is  one 
well  suited  to  the  serene  enjoyment  of  advanced 
years.  He  has  fine  barns  and  outbuildings  upon 
the  place,  his  barn  being  well  arranged  and  46x8(i 
feet  in  dimensions.  The  [ilace  has  so  greatly 
changed  in  aspect  as  to  lie  hardly  recognizable  as 
the  one  to  which  they  originally  came;  at  that  time 
there  were  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  in  great 
numliers. 

The  location  of  tlie  home  shows  .an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  beautiful  in  nature,  as  well  as  dis- 
criiiiiiintion  in  the  most  advantageous  point  for 
improvement.  Our  suliject  has  pl.anted  a  fine 
orchard,  which,  during  fruit  season  is  laden  with  a 
juicy  and  odorous  burden.  He  devotes  himself  to 
general  farming,  and  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  had  at  one  time, 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  a  body  in  Hart- 
land  Township,  and  has  been  a  verj^  large  farmer, 
employing  a  great  deal  of  labor,  and  handling 
large  numbei's  of  stock.  Now  he  rei.ts  his  farm 
only  keeping  a  general  supervision  over  the  place, 
improving  it  as  liis  fancy  dictiites.  As  can  be 
imagined  b\' one  even  ignorant  of  the  li:ir(lslii|i' 
of  ])ioneer  life,  the  .-ispect  of  tlii^  Ir.'u-t  Ikis  not 
lieen  changed  and  made  what  it  is  at  the  iiresent 
time,  without  a  great  deal  of  hard  work. 

Our  subject  has  reared  two  adopted  daughters. 
'J'lie  eldest,  Mary  Hines,  died  at  the  .age  of  twenty- 
thiee  years.  The  second  daughter,  Cora  May 
Mart,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Clark,  and 
resides  in  South  Lyons,  Oakland  County,  thi.s 
State.  Our  subject's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren;  in  1810  he  voted  for  W.  II. 
Harrison  and  for  the  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison 
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in  1888.  Mr.  Armstrong-  has  lield  a  number  of 
local  ottices  in  the  town-sliip,  having  been  .Super- 
visor ill  18()1  and  again  in  1874,  1875,  1876  and 
1877.  Altliough  he  is  a  membei-  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Ilartland  and  a  Deacon  in  the 
same,  he  is  not  in  favor  of  sectarianism,  lie  was 
the  manager  of  the  first  threshing  machine  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State.  He  has  done  much 
surveying  in  the  way  of  nialving  roads,  dividing 
land,  etc.  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  interested. 


r^ 


=#l^ 


OHN  W.  BOAKDMAN,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Lerov  Township,  Ingham  County,  whose 
beautiful  home  is  situated  in  Webberville, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  !March  .0,  1836.  He 
came  with  his  parents,  Watson  L.  and  Elizabeth 
Boardman  from  Jsew  England  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  in  1838  and  made  a  settlement  in  Locke 
Township,  being  the  first  familj'  within  its  bounds. 
A  log  cabin  in  the  woods  was  the  lirst  !Michig.an 
liome  of  this  family  and  they  at  once  began  the 
work  of  felling  the  trees  and  preparing  the  laud 
for  cuitivatiun.  The  father  died  upon  the  farm 
leaving  a  family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  Mary,  now  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Lepley  in  Livingston  County;  Helen,  wife  of 
.lames  Payne  in  Gratiot  County;  Daniel  L.  in  Kan- 
sas and  John  W.  Tlie  father  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner and  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town- 
ship. He  was  twice  married  but  had  no  children 
by  the  second  union. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manliood  in  Locke  Town- 
sliip.  and  saw  his  full  share  of  pioneer  life.  Mis 
mother  was  called  away  from  life  when  he  was 
was  about  twelve  years  old  and  after  receiving  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  townsliip 
he  entered  upon  his  life  work  as  farming.  He  was 
niariied  -luly  4,  1858  to  Henrietta  Fisher,  who  was 
born  (jctober  19,  1839  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Maria  (Van Wert) 
Fisher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  had  settled  in  Locke 
Townsliip,  this  county,  at  an  early  day  wlien  Mrs. 
Boardman  was  only  ten  years  old.     Of  their  ten 


children  eight  are  now  living,  namely:  Rebecca, 
(Mrs.  Pinckney),  George  L.,  William,  .lames,  David, 
Andrew  and  Josephine  (wife  of  George  Hamilton) 
besides  Mrs.  Boardman.  The  i)arents  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  citizens 
highly  respected  in  the  township. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  JNIrs. 
Boardman.  and  two  are  now  living,  namely:  Fran- 
cis E.  and  JdIiii  W.  Our  subject  resided  on  his 
farm  in  Locke  Township  until  1884  when  he  re- 
moved to  Webberville,  and  has  since  made  it  his 
home.  He  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  acres  which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own 
efforts,  ably  seconded  liy  the  help  of  his  faithful 
and  jueicious  companion.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union 
Army  August  12,  18()2,  joining  as  a  i)rivate  Com- 
pany II,  Twenty-sixth  3Iichigan  Infairtry,  which 
became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
paiticipated  in  a  number  of  skirmishes  and  did 
duty  mostly  in  N'irgiiiia  and  for  a  short  time  w.as 
in  North  Carolina,  receiving  iiis  honorable  dis- 
charge August  29,  1863. 

This  gentleman  is  an  etticient  and  active  member 
of  the  (Irand  Army  Post  .at  Webberville,  and  has 
Ijeen  senior  Vice  Commanrler  .and  Sergeant  of  the 
Post.  He  is  also  identitied  witli  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  AVorkmen  at  Fowlerville  and  an  active 
worker  in  every  cause  which  he  deems  of  value  to 
the  community.  In  politics  he  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  Reiiublican  party  and  in  this  connection  is  es- 
teemed <as  an  influential  leader  of  tlK)ught.  .All 
who  know  him  rejoice  in  his  prosiierity,  and  feel 
that  it  is  the  just  reward  of  his  efforts  and  integ- 
rity. 


♦^♦= 
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RED  M.  COFFEY,    (hie  the  stirring  young 
farmers    of    this  .section,    he   of   whom   we 
ilj  write  is  already  the   possessor  of  one  hun- 

dred and  twenty  acres  of  laud  located  on  section 
17,  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  and 
this  he  devotes  to  general  farming.  Since  locat- 
ing upon  the  place  he  has  added  many  improve- 
ments and  has  .already  greatly  enhanced  its  value. 
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He  was  born  on  the  old  lioraestead.  on  section  16, 
Handy  Township,  this  county,  April  .1,  1861.  He 
is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Juliette  (White)  Coffey, 
who  caiue  to  this  State  in  1825  and  soon  united  in 
marriage.  They  lived  here  until  death  claimed 
them  for  its  own,  tiie  father  passing  away  Febru- 
ary 24,  1891,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  l)v  ten 
years,  her  decease  occurring  June  8,  1881. 

Our  subject  inherits  from  his  father  the  acquisi 
tive  faculty  to  a  large  degi-ee.  ^h\  Coffey,  Sr., 
was  very  successful  in  his  agricultural  business 
and  had  acquired  five  hundred  and  eighty -seven 
acres  of  land  which  l)ore  line  improvements — a 
good  comfortable  house  being  the  center  of  the 
domestic  circle  and  around  it  fine  barns,  granaries 
and  sheds  for  cattle.  Before  coming  to  Handy 
Township  our  subject's  father  first  settled  for  a 
short  time  in  Marion  Township.  Later  he  removed 
to  Washtenaw  County  and  then  came  to  Handy 
Township.  He  was  highly  respected  by  all  classes 
of  peoi)le  as  being  a  man  of  unerring  judgment 
and  high  business  capacity.  He  accumulated  a 
very  handsome  property  befoi-e  his  decease,  which 
was  divided  among  his  sous,  who  are  four  in  num- 
ber. uauieJy:  Frank,  Henry  A.,  Fred  M.  and  Mar- 
shal. All  the  sous  have  taken  \ip  the  agricultural 
calling  and  all  live  not  a  great  distance  from  the 
homestead  in  pleasant  and  comfortable  iiomes  of 
their  own,  having  pleasing  wives.  They  are 
prominent  citizens  and  respected  liy  all  who  have 
dealings  with  them. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  the  vicinity  and  was 
reared  a  farmer  lad.  He  lived  at  home  iiiitii  he 
was  twentj'-one  years  of  riyc  and  tlicii  married 
Miss  .lulia  Ling  of  Handy  'l"iiwu>lii|].  Li\ingston 
County.  Sill'  wa>  a  daughter  of  Kdward  and 
Fli/.abetli  (I'alnKi')  Ling.  n;ili\'i'sor  Isngland,  the 
father  having  came  lo  tiii>  country  in  18.");')  his 
wife  following  hither  one  year  l.atei-.  The\-  first 
settled  in  New  York  and  came  to  Alichigan  in  1865, 
staying  for  some  time  in  Oakland  County,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  later,  in  1869, 
coming  to  Livingston  County  and  settling  in 
Handy  Township  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  the 
following   are  now  living;     Edna,   now   Mrs.  Par- 


ker, John,  Jake,  Hiram,  Mary,  who  is  Mrs.  Coffev, 
Amelia  also  a  Mis.  Coffey-  and  Julia,  also  Mrs. 
Coffey,  George  and  Luella.  Our  subject  belongs 
to  the  industrial  party,  that  ai)pealing  to  his  ideas 
of  the  way  in  which  a  competency  is  to  be  acquired 
rather  than  l.)y  any  favors  than  can  be  exacted 
from  reluctant  legislators.  He  is  also  a  Patron  of 
Industry  and  a  memlier  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
One  child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Edith  B.,  and 
whose  age  is  eight  years,  brightens  the  household 
and  is  the  object  of  a  loving  affection  of  both 
parents.  Mr.  Coffey  is  one  of  the  active  3'oung 
farmers  of  his  township  and  the  signs  of  the  times 
are  sadly  awry  if-  his  future  success  does  not  justi- 
fy his  friends  in  their  anticipaticm. 


_OSIKi^ 


m^^mm^. 


"A 


ILLIAM    O.    HENDRYX.      This  native 

fl    sou  of  Michigan,  who  now  makes  his  home 

in  Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County. 


^' 


was  born  in  tlie  township  of  Bedford,  Wjiyne 
County,  August  15,  1842,  being  the  son  of  Water- 
bury  M.  and  Betsey  Ann  (Kilbnoar)  Hendryx. 
The  grandfather  was  a  miller,  .and  met  his  death 
liy  an  accident  in  his  mill,  and  the  father,  who 
was  liorn  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  September  i. 
IKU'J,  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  carpentei-,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1833. 

Here  Waterbury  Hendryx  entered  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  (rreenfield  Township,  Wayne  County, 
and  after  a  .short  time  moved  to  Herlford  Town- 
ship, wliere  lie  again  look  eiglity  acres,  which  he 
put  in  condition  for  farming.  Tliere  he  resided, 
with  the  cxccl)tion  of  three  year,-,  until  1.S5(!. 
when  he  came  to  Cohoctaii  and  liought  one  hiiii- 
ilred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  laud  on  section  17. 
Having  put  this  in  sjilendid  condition,  he  sold  it 
to  our  subject  in  1865.  He  was  an  ordained  min- 
ister in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
preached  for  many  years.  After  coming  to  Liv- 
ingston County  he  joined  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  About  the  \ear  1858  he  went  to  Lansing 
and  lived  for  four  years,  and  later  bought  a  fruit 
farm  in  Saugatuck,  Allegan   County.     In   1887  he 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


691 


iniiNcd  to  Spink  Coiiiily.  S.  I  ):ik.,  wliero  he  now 
resides  upon  ;i  t'ui-ni.  For  S(jnie  twelve  yeaf.s  lie 
8ei-ve(]  his  eoinnuniity  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  twice  nmrried,  and 
liy  his  first  union  he  had  eiijht  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity — Thomas,  of  Omaha; 
John,  who  was  killed  in  California  iu  1SI!.">;  Ileiiiy. 
who  -was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years:  Clark,  who  w.is  a  soldier  in  the 
Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  w.as  killed  in  a  saw 
mill:  Waterburv,  at  South  ])akota:  William  ().; 
James,  of  Nebraska,  who  also  served  in  tlie  Ninth 
Michigan  Cavalry:  and  Whitcomb,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months.  The  mother  of  these 
sous  died  February  1 1,  1H()2,  and  the  father  was 
again  married,  this  time  choosing  as  his  life  com- 
|iany  Kmeline  >'anP)Iarcomb.  who  had  two  chil- 
dren. Fred  and  Nellie. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  having  received  farm 
training  and  a  common  school  education,  AVilliam 
llendryx  began  life  for  himself,  and  w-as  married 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  at  ■which  time  he  undertook 
independent  farming.  The  family  |)atri()tism, 
which  was  strong  in  him,  led  him  to  enlist,  ^larch 
■2(i,  \>^i)'2,  in  Conijiany  II,  Ninth  .Michigan  In- 
fantry. He  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Thirteenth  Regiment,  in  which  he 
served  through  tlie  campaign  at  Corinth,  after 
which  he  rejoined  his  own  regiment  at  Murfrees- 
Iioro,  and  was  there  captured  with  six  ecnnpanions. 
Ueing  p.aroled,  tiiey  went  to  Columbus  and  were 
there  exchanged,  and  in  Se])tember  were  called  out 
to  defend  Cincinnati.  They  were  also  detailed  to 
guard  tlie  military  j)ris(,)n  at  Nashville,  and  at  one 
time  acted  as  Itody  guard  for  (ien.  Thomas.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  .service  at  X.ashville  in  Sep- 
tember, ImO;').  and  discharged  at  Jackson,  ;Mich., 
November  1.'),  with  the  rank  of  a  Corporal. 

Petiuning  home,  Jlr.  llendryx  bought  his 
father's  farm  in  December,  and  upon  it  he  has 
since  resided,  and  has  devoted  himself  largely  to 
the  raising  of  thoroughbrcfl  cattle  and  Paseas 
horses,  and  also  iu  slii]ii)ing  ship  timber.  He  has 
acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years,  and 
is  active  as  a  worker  in  the  Republican  ranks.  He 
has  been  ni.arried  three  times,  his  lirst  union  taking 
place   January  1,  lS(i(i,  with    Martha,  daughter  of 


William  and  .Vbigail  Benjamin.  She  died  Decem- 
ber 26,  1861,  and  in  September,  1862,  Mr.  Hen- 
(Iryx  was  married  to  Lucy  Ann  Swank,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  (irace 
(Mills)  Swank.  Nine  children  were  the  result  of 
this  marri.age :  AVilliam  O.,  (Jraee,  Frank  W. 
John  1).,  ISIyrtie,  Jes.se,  Frances,  Thomas  and 
Aggie.  Their  mother  died  March  26,  1885.  The 
present  Mrs.  Hendivx  is  Alzeretta,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mineiva  (^Morton)  Iloisington,  of  Ty- 
rone Township,  and  widow  of  Flavil  Griggs,  and 
to  this  marriage  no  children  have  l)een  granted. 
This  highly  respected  and  esteemed  family  are 
known  not  only  throughout  the  limits  of  the 
township,  but  also  in  broader  circles,  and  in  all 
walks  of  life  they  are  useful  and  worthy  of  the 
regard  in  which  thev  are  held. 


e^+^ 


I/—^  ENRY  N.  BEACH,  who  is  serving  his  fourth 
jjterm  as  Supervisor  of  Brighton  Township,  is 
(nie  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  far- 
mers of  Livingston  County.  He  was  born 
in  Green  Oak  Townshii),  just  across  the  road  from 
where  he  now  lives,  .l.anuary  8,  1847.  His  father  was 
LeGrand  Beach,  a  native  of  New  York,  there  born 
November  4,  181(1.  He  was  a  farmer  and  came  to 
^lichigan  at  an  early  day,  locating  a  piece  of  (iov- 
ernment  land  on  section  1,  (ireen  Oak  Township, 
JJvingston  County.  Here  he  passed  through  the 
various  st;iges  and  phases  of  pioneer  life  and 
cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  and  twenty 
.acres  of  land.     He  died  March  13,  1874. 

^Ir.  Ije.ach.  Sr..  came  to  the  AV'olverine  State 
without  means  and  what  he  accjuired  before  his  de- 
cease was  made  by  hard  labor  and  most  dilligent 
effort.  He  was  an  honest  as  well  as  an  industrious 
man,  and  enjoyed  the  c<mfldence  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  For  many  yeai's  jiiior  to  his  death 
lie  had  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  stood  high  among  his  associates  iu  that  reli- 
gious Iiody.  Our  subject's  mother  was  in  her 
maiden  days  Miss  Zuba  Bryant,  born  December  2.5, 
1H17.     She  w.as  a  native  of  New  York  and  w,as  the 
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constant  and  faithful  companion  of  her  husband's 
pioneer  days.  Siie  was  a  life-long  Baptist  and  by 
her  interest  and  eneroy  did  much  to  establish  that 
religious  body  in  this  secticm.  She  died  .July  27, 
1885.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  only 
one  of  whom,  our  subject,  is  at  present  living. 

Henry  Beach  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
parents'  home,  lie  received  a  district-school  edu- 
cation and  for  a  short  time  enjoyed  tlie  advantages 
offered  at  the  graded  schools  at  New  Hudson,  lie 
began  farming  for  himself  in  1872.  lie  and  liis 
brother  .Vlanson  together  purchased  a  part  of  the 
farm  which  our  subject  now  owns  and  which  is 
located  on  section  36,  Brigliton  Township. 
Together  the\-  farmed  (liis  for  some  time.  After 
their  father's  death  they  purchased  their  sister's 
interest  in  the  vU\  iiDmestuad  and  soon  thereafter 
divided  their  landed  interest,  the  lirother  taking 
the  old  homestead  and  our  subject  retaining  his 
jjresent  farm. 

The  original  of  lliis  skrtch  was  married  Decem- 
ber 12,  1871,  to  ]\Ii.ss  KUa  Burnett,  who,  like  him- 
self, is  a  native  of  this  county  and  State,  having 
been  born  in  Oreen  Oak  Townshi])  October  17, 
18,')(l.  They  are  the  (larents  of  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living  at  home.  They  are  Louie 
L.,  Belie  L.,  Grace  II.,  who  is  deceased;  Nell,  Hen- 
rieha  and  Newton  B.  Mrs.  Beach  was  a  daugliter  of 
Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Clough)  Burnett,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Canada  and  the  latter  of  New 
York.  They  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day 
and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Green  Oak 
Township.  Tlie  father  died  .lanuarv  22,  1881, 
having  lieen  born  in  17'.MI  The  motlier  died  Feli- 
ruary  3,  1884.  They  had  lived  together  almost 
fifty  years  in  tlie  closest  and  most  sympathetic 
companionship.  Six  of  their  seven  children  are 
still  living.    • 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
erence, giving  the  weight  of  liis  iiiHuence  and  vote 
to  that  party.  The  people  of  the  township  have 
shown  the  confidence  which  they  repose  in  his 
integrity  and  ability  liy  electing  him  to  a  number 
of  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  township.  He  was 
elected  Supervisor  in  1887  and  still  serves  in  that 
capacity,  it  being  at  present  his  fourth  term.  Mr. 
Beach  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen 


acre.?  of  good  land  that  is  highly  impioved.  lie 
has  thereon  a  comfortable,  commodious  and  attrac- 
tive farmliouse,  nith  fine  barns  and  outhouses. 
Although- a  general  f.irmer,  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
breeding  sheep  for  the  city  markets.  Much  credit 
belongs  to  him  of  whom  we  write  for  the  indomit- 
alile  energy  with  which  lie  has  pursued  his  career. 
He  began  life  without  any  means,  but  has  suc- 
ceeded in  ac(]uiring  a  handsome  competency  by  his 
taieful  management  and  his  industrious,  inudeut 
ways.  He  is  a  clever,  energetic  and  industrious 
man.  prominent .<ind  infiuential  in  the  commuuity. 
His  wife  is  known  throughciut  the  county  for  lier 
amiable,  generous  disposition  and  broad,  progress- 
ive ideas  in  .social  as  well  as  other  matters. 


'FERDINAND  W.  MUNSON.  The  gentleman 
S'l  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is 
tlic  iiroprietor  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  as  line  land  as  there  is  in  Livingston 
County.  This  is  cultivated  to  perfection,  the 
latest  and  most  imjjroved  methods  in  scientific  ag- 
riculture lieing  employed.  Tlierc  is  also  thereon 
a  liome  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  proud — 
not  a  ])alace  who-se  care  and  expense  may  emiiariass 
and  h;irrass,  it  is  yet  a  liome  in  every  sense  of  the 
word — a  jjlacc  of  beauty  and  comfort  in  which  one 
may  live  and  learn  to  appreciate  how  good  it  is  to 
be  born  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  cent- 
ury and  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  Em])ire  State  is  the  scene  of  the  nativity  of 
him  of  whom  we  write,  having  first  opened  his 
eyes  in  his  father's  home  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  JIarch 
31,  1831.  His  parents  were  Samuel  S.  and  Phelie 
A.  (Walker)  Munson,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  His  paternal  pro- 
genitor was  a  tailor  by  trade,  having  .served  an 
ai)prenticcship  of  seven  years  and  worked  at  that 
business  until  he  was  thirty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  gave  it  up  to  engage  in  farming  at  Great  Bend, 
Pa.,    later    removing  to  Camillus.  N.  Y.     In    1858 
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he  came  West,  .settling  in  Fowlerville,  livingston 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fanning  until 
the  latter  jmrt  of  his  life  when,  retiring  from 
active  labor,  he  removed  to  Fowlerville,  where  he 
died  February  1,  1887.  His  wife  survived  him  but 
a  short  time,  her  decease  occurring  Maj'  2,  1887. 
They  were  aged  respectively  eighty-seven  and 
eighty-four  years  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

Mr.  Munson's  paternal  graudsire  was  Almond 
Munson,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  far- 
mer by  calling  but  was  engaged  in  the  lumlier 
business  during  a  large  portion  of  his  life.  He 
spent  his  latter  days  at  (Ireat  Bend,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  greatly  respected  as  a  prominent  man  of  known 
integrity  and  high  reputation.  His  acquaintance  was 
very  wide  and  he  was  popular  wherever  he  went. 
He  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  five  years, 
his  father  and  three  l)rothers  having  also  been 
engaged  in  that  struggle  for  independence.  Alto- 
gether they  aggregated  a  service  to  their  country' 
of  thirty-one  years.  Our  subject's  great-grandfather 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Revohitionary  War. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  in 
early  days  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  In  his 
church  relations  he  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  body,  in  which  he  always 
has  held  some  office.  His  wife  and  our  subject's 
mother  was,  previous  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Phebe 
AValker.  Her  father  was  .Stephen  Walker,  a  native 
of  Khodelsland,  and  her  mother  was  Lydia  (Gard- 
ner) Walker,  born  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.  The  former 
was  a  house-builder,  and  followed  his  trade  through 
life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  Camillus.  On- 
ondaga County,  N.  Y.  He  belonged  to  that  quaint 
religious  body  that,  so  persecuted  in  England, 
sought  a  refuge  in  the  United  States  under  their 
distinguished  leader,  William  Penn.  Our  subject 
is  one  of  twelve  children,  onl}'  three  of  whom  arc 
now  living.  They  are  Mrs.  E.  M.  Spencer  of  j\lar- 
quette,  this  State;  3Irs.  S.  A.  Lowe,  also  of  Mar- 
quette, and  the  gentlem.an  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  early  received 
the  training  of  a  farmer's  boy.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  Fairmont  Union  School,  near 
Syracuse,  N.  Y..  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  .State 
Normal  .School  at  Ypsilanti.     Prior  to  his  entrance 


in  the  last-named  institution  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing and  continued  the  work  after  he  had  finished 
his  collegiate  cour.se,  having  taught  the  first  union 
school  at  Howell  and  being  Principal  of  the  same. 
Four  teachers  were  under  his  supervision.  He  alt.0 
taught  in  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  being  Principal 
of  that  school  and  also  having  supervision  of  sev- 
eral under  teachei's.  His  next  location  was  at 
Hastings,  Barry  County,  this  State,  where  he  held 
the  position  of  Principal.  .\t  the  three  latter 
places  his  wife  was  engaged  in  school  work  with 
him,  behaving  been  united  in  marriage  September 
(J,  1858,  to  Miss  Frances  R.  Lake,  a  native  of  Pliil- 
adelphia,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Rial  and  Mary  F. 
(Burt)  Lake,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  came  West 
while  Michigan  was  yet  a  territory  and  settled  in 
Howell  Township. 

Mr.  Lake  was  a  graduate  of  the  iliddleliuiv  Col- 
lege of  Vermont  and  taught  until  he  came  West, 
having  left  Philadelphia  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  and  on  his  advent  into  the  State  located 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Government  land. 
Theretm  he  built  a  log  house  and  for  many  years 
lived  a  life  of  seclusion  and  comparative  isolation, 
for  the  most  frequent  visitors  were  the  Indians. 
For  many  years  they  had  nf)  neighbors  nearer 
than  a  mile  and  a  half.  It  was  in  the  midst  of 
timber  openings  and  their  nearest  market  was  at 
Dexter,  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles.  He  lived 
here  until  1851,  at  which  time  his  decease  occurred. 
His  wife  still  survives.  Siie  has  been  blind  for  the 
last  ten  years,  liut  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  a  charm- 
ing conversationalist.  She  is  a  true  Christian, 
having  with  her  husband,  abided  by  the  principles 
which  the  Man  of  Sorrows  laid  down  for  his  follow- 
ers. Of  the  family  of  eight  children  that  came  to 
enliven  the  hearts  and  home  of  this  worthy  couple, 
only  two  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Munson,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  and  Henry  F.,  now  of  Gunnison,  Col., 
a  Receiver  in  the  Land  Office.  George  B.  was  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Atchison  it  Topeka  Railroad,  hav- 
ing been  connected  with  that  road  for  fourteen 
years.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  died 
in  1884,at  To])eka,  Kan.  His  wife  and  two  children 
live  in  the  village  of  Howell,  Mrs.  Lake  being  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Z.  II.  Marsh.  Their  daughter, 
Helen  E,  died  in  1870.     She  was  a  graduate  of  the 
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Female  Seminary  at  Lansing.  She  taught  in  the 
college  at  Lansing  and  also  at  Lebanon,  Ind.,  be- 
ing Preceptress  of  the  seminary  and  also  Principal 
of  various  private  schools. 

The  original  of  this  sketcli  has  a  family  of  two 
children — Melvin  H.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Howell 
School  and  at  present  Division  Engineer  and  Chief 
of  Construction  in  Mexico,  of  the  Mexican  Soutli- 
ern  Railroad;  Welton  M.  is  a  Professor  of  Ilort  i 
culture  in  the  Maine  State  College.  He  graduated 
at  the  Micliigan  Agricultural  College  in  188H,  at 
twenty-fivo  years  of  age.  Chie  son,  Rial  Lake,  died 
in  early  manhood,  when  about  twenty  two-years 
of  age,  in  Topeka,  Kau.  He  was  then  acting  as 
Division  Engineer  on  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  We 
quote  from  an  article  written  by  his  chief,  the 
resident  engineer  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  ir  Santa 
Fe  Railroad,  and  published  in  the  Topeka  Common- 
wealth at  the  time  of  his  death.  "He  rose  rapidly  and 
shone  brighter  than  those  of  twice  his  age  and  ex- 
perience, and  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years  he 
was  made  Division  Engineer  on  one  of  the  most 
important  and  difficult  divisions  of  the  road."  Mr. 
Munson  is  in  his  political  liking  a  Republican.  He 
has  filled  several  municipal  ofDces,  having  lieen 
School  Director  for  a  numlter  of  years.  He  is  rc- 
garrled  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  substantial 
men  of  the  county  and  one  upon  whose  word  one 
may  thoroughly  rely.  ^Ir.  Munson  has  filled  tlie 
oflices  of  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Livingston 
County  Agricultural  Society  and  through  his  in- 
fluence and  labor  with  others  greatly  promoted  the 
interests  of  the  same. 


<il  ifen^LIAM  M.  CARR.  who  is  one  of  the 
\/~J//  early  settlers  of  Williamstown  Township, 
yf/^  Ingliam  County,  is  a  son  of  Caleb  Carr  wlio 
was  born  in  New  York,  October  26,  1795,  but  who 
lived  in  Canada  from  his  fifth  to  his  thirty-fifth 
year.  He  was  there  married,  [September  12,  1820, 
to  Catherine  Wholsapple,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  October  14.  1796.  Their  children  were 
Harriet,  Julius  A..  William  M.,  .lulia  M.  and 
Charles  W.,  all  of  win  mi  were  born  in  Canada. 


In  1834  the  father  of  this  household  came  to 
Michigan  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  lived  in  Farm- 
ingtou  Township,  Oakland  County.  He  then  re- 
sides for  three  years  in  the  village  of  Ken.sington 
after  which  he  removed  to  Locke  Township  and 
three  years  later  in  1842  came  to  Williamstown 
where  he  remained  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  township  and 
l)uilt  the  first  frame  house  therein  and  had  the  first 
grist  ground.  His  father  also  bore  tlie  name  of 
Caleb  Carr  and  was  a  Methodist  minister  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1836. 

Caleb  Carr,  .Jr.  was  a  pioneer  of  Ingham  County, 
and  made  his  home  on  forty  acres  which  he  owned 
till  death,  although  he  lived  for  several  years  in 
the  village  of  Williamston.  He  had  been  a  soldier 
and  a  prisoner  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  ever  a 
hard  working  man.  He  died  in  1868  and  had 
mourned  his  wife  for  eight  years.  His  son,  Will- 
iam, was  born  March  3,  1826,  and  was  therefore 
eight  years  old  when  tlie  parents  came  to  Oakland 
County,  Mich. 

.\t  the  age  of  twenty-three  this  young  man  was 
married,  April  8,  1849,  to  Matilda  M.  Moore  who 
died  July  26,  1850,  leaving  a  son,  George  M.  C'arr. 
Our  subject  was  again  married  to  Sarah  B.  Simons, 
August  17,  1851,  and  she  had  one  child  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Sarah  Carr  was  born,  Marcli  25, 
1833,  in  Royal  Oak  Township,  Oakland  County, 
Jlich.,  where  her  parents,  Jolin  and  Martha  Simons, 
were  pioneers.  He  afterward  removed  to  Howell, 
Livingston  County,  where  the  mother  died  in  1845 
and  somewhat  later  the  father  made  his  home  in 
Williamstown,  and  there  died.  May  22,  1854. 
They  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Willi.nn. 
Cynthia,  Sarah,  Henry,  Joel  and  Martha. 

Since  the  age  of  thirteen  our  subject  has  resided 
in  Ingham  County  and  since  1839  when  lie  at- 
tended the  first  township  meeting,  he  has  not 
missed  one  of  the.se  meetings.  His  first  purchase 
comprised  forty  acres,  to  which  he  somewhat  later 
added  eighty  acres  and  afterward  gave  forty  to  his 
son.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  and  has  cleared 
and  broken  all  his  land  and  made  all  the  improve- 
ments. He  helped  to  build  the  first  house  in  the 
township,  the  first  mill  and  the  first  barn. 

Durino'  the  war   Mr.   Carr  was  strenimus   in    liis 
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efforts  to  hell)  All  "P  the  quota  of  the  township  so 
tliat  tliere  miijht  be  no  draft,  hut  was  himself 
thially  drafted  and  served  three  months  in  the 
army.  He  has  been  for  tliree  terms  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways  to  which  office  he  was  raised 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  having  been  attached  to 
that  party  since  its  organization.  lie  is  President 
of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  four  townships,  namely: 
Locke,  Leroy,  Wheattteld  and  Willianistown.  and 
in  the  Grand  Army  he  is  a  prominent  and  efiicicnt 
member. 


'>*^>^'?'*^^"^'^"^^ 


ON.  JOHN  A.  KERR.  Although  death  has 
laid  its  hand  uijon  llie  heart  of  our  subject 
and  has  stilled  the  pulse  of  the  machine, 
there  is  still  an  emanation  of  his  spirit 
breathing  out  remembrances  of  the  good  that  he 
has  done  and  examples  that  might  well  be  emu- 
hited  by  the  young.  From  January,  1858,  until 
tlie  time  of  his  death,  July  29,  1868,  he  was  State 
I'rinter  and  Binder,  and  for  two  years  after  his 
death,  his  wife  carried  on  his  business.  He  was  born 
in  NewYork  June  7,  1825,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Kerr,  who  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  parents, 
who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  tliere  mar- 
lied,  settled  later  near  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  passed  his  Ijoyhood  days  in  liis 
native  county  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  his  studies.  After  having  finished  his 
course  at  the  school  which  he  attended,  lie  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thompson  and  attended  his 
k'ctures  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Compelled  to  work  his 
way  through  the  medical  college,  he  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  get  a  good  position  to  travel  during 
the  vaction  for  the  firm  of  Porter  <k  Sanborn.  He 
was  to  introduce  school  books  and  especially 
Towne's  Readers,  generally  advertising  the  firm. 
Making  a  marked  success  in  this  branch  of  tlie 
trade,  he  was  offered  a  j)osition  with  the  firm 
and  gained  so  good  an  insight  into  the  business 
while  with  them,  that  in  1850  he  went  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  the  city  of  Kochester,  doing  a 
wholesale  and  retail  and  publishing  l)usiness.     Tlie 


firm  name  was  Wanzer,  Beardsley  &  Co.  Thus 
established,  he  felt  himself  justified  in  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibilities  of  matrimonial  life. 

.January  22.  1850,  Mr.  Kerr  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  iMiss  Polly  1'.  Phelps  and  in  Rochester 
he  made  his  home  and  was  engaged  in  business 
until  the  time  of  his  going  to  Detroit  in  1854. 
At  the  last-named  place  he  established  a  publishing 
house  under  the  firm  name  of  Kerr,  Doughty  & 
Lapliam  and  conducted  a  wholesale  and  retail 
business  in  books,  first  locating  on  Jefferson  Avenue 
and  afterward  on  Woodward  Avenue.  While 
still  thus  connected  he  seciu'ed  the  contract  for 
furnishing  the  State  with  stationery.  Recogniz- 
ing an  opening  for  the  right  kind  of  men  for 
securing  the  State  work.  INIr.  Kerr  sold  out  his 
interests  in  Detroit  and  came  to  Lansing  in  1859. 
He  purchased  the  State  printing  office  and  secured 
Rufus  Hosmer  as  partner;  after  Mr.  Hosmer's 
death  it  w.as  continued  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kerr  &  Co.  The  company  contracted  to  do  all  the 
State  printing  and  liinding  and  our  subject  built 
the  block  afterward  used  by  the  State  Republican. 
Prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Kerr  had  built  up  a  thriving 
business  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  city  and  State. 

A  man  whose  capabilities  were  early  recognized, 
Mr.  Kerr  was  quickly  pushed  to  the  front  in  the 
official  management  of  the  cit\'.  He  was  elected 
Mayor  of  I^ansing,  being  the  second  to  serve  in 
tliat  capacity  after  the  incorporation  of  the  muni- 
cipality; prior  to  this  he  had  lieen  Supervisor  of 
the  township.  The  town  being  so  new  at  the  time 
he  was  Mayor,  very  few  improvements  had  been 
made,  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of  inaugurat- 
ing a  new  system  of  beautifying  streets  and  mak- 
ing the  city  generally  more  attractive.  He  caused 
the  double  rows  of  trees  to  be  set  on  the  streets, 
the  latter  to  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  grade  and 
in  many  other  ways  improving  the  place.  Mr. 
Kerr  was  the  first  property  owner  to  introduce 
gas  into  liis  house  and  office  as  an  illuminating 
agent,  manufacturing  his  own  supply  and  on  his 
own  premises. 

On  first  coming  to  the  city  and  before  bringing 
his  family  hither  our  subject  purchased  the  lilock 
located   on    the   corner  of   St.  .loseph    and    (irand 
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Streets  and  here  he  completed  a  fine  home  that 
is  still  imposing  in  size  and  style  of  architecture. 
It  was  tiie  first  really  fine  dwelling  erected  in  the 
city  of  Lansing  and  still  maintains  its  prestige. 
The  house,  which  is  Colonial  in  its  simplicity, 
thereliy  acquiring  an  added  dignity  and  elegance, 
stands  on  tlie  southwest  corner  of  the  block  and  is 
surrounded  bj-  a  well  kept  and  velvety  lawn, 
shade  trees  of  choice  varieties  and  varied  shades  of 
foliage,  making  the  place  an  ideal  s^'lvan  retreat 
that  yet  is  tlie  favorite  meeting  place  for  the  best 
classes  of  people  in  the  city.  The  parlors  of  this 
lieautiful  homo,  presided  over  ))y  a  charming 
hostess,  have  been  the  scene  for  many  a  l)on  mot. 
and  here  the  choicest  spirits  have  met,  ranging 
in  nature  "from  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to 
severe. ' ' 

Mr.  Kerr  was  ever  an  aclivi'  liusiness  man;  he 
managed  successfully  a  large  aiiHuinl  of  real  estate 
and  realized  from  that  a  handsome  profit.  lie  was 
by  nature  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  porsf)n. 
During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  although  he  was 
incapacitated  for  active  service  because  of  the 
oHicial  ]K)sition  he  held  in  the  city  of  liis  i-esidence, 
he  u.sed  his  influence  and  means  most  lil)erally  for 
the  aid  of  the  brave  soldiers  wlio  went  out.  Our 
subject  was  a  scholar,  his  literary  taste  in  literature 
was  of  the  most  refined  and  cultured  character. 
At  the  time  of  his  deatli  lie  was  the  possessor  of  a 
very  fine  library,  volumes  selected  with  care  at 
different  times  during  his  career;  most  of  these 
were  handsomely  bound  liy  liimself.  Consj)icuous 
among  the  large  number  of  Ixioks  included  in  his 
lilirary  are  the  works  of  the  Hritish  poets,  finely 
liound  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  volumes.  Tlial 
he  was  a  lover  of  fiction  is  shown  by  the  many 
novels  of  the  better  class  found  on  the  shelves, 
and  among  these  are  the  Waverly  novels;  Harper's 
magazines  are  also  here  found,  from  the  first  num- 
ber until  the  present  time.  His  tastes  as  a  liiblio- 
phile  are  also  shown  l)y  a  very  rare  collection  <if 
old  and  valuable  works,  many  of  which  are  the 
only  editions  extant.  It  is,  all  in  all.  not  simply 
a  large  library,  but  a  very  rare  collection.  Although 
as  a  youth  he  had  not  the  advantages  of  higher 
collegiate  work,  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  a 
hi<;lilv  educated  man.  so  iiiade  liv  his  own,  efforts. 


having  been  tliroughout  life  a  great  and    disci'im- 
inating  reader  and  student. 

Mr.  Kerr's  useful  career  on  earth  was  suddenly 
ended  July  '29,  1868,  while  returning  from  St. 
Catherines,  where  he  had  been  for  his  health.  His 
death  took  place  in  one  of  the  coaches  of  the  (heat 
Western  Railroad  near  London,  Canada.  He  was 
brought  to  Lansing  and  with  the  greatest  honors 
and  deference  that  could  be  shown  by  his  associ- 
ates, both  in  business  life  and  social  relations,  am  id 
a  great  eoucovu-se  of  people,  who  were  assembled 
to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  of  the 
men  who  had  done  so  much  to  make  a  reputation 
for  all  that  is  desirable  in  the  capital  city  of  Mich- 
igan, his  body  was  interred  in  the  Lansing  ceme- 
tery August  1,  1868.  Being  a  member  both  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the 
Masons,  the  ceremonial  was  conducted  with  the 
pomp  and  solemnity  for  which  these  orders  are 
cimspicuous.  Politically  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  aid  its  growth 
in  this  State  and  was  always  thereafter  recognized 
as  (me  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  party. 
( )ur  subject's  wife,  who  was  befoi'e  her  maniage 
Miss  Phelps,  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  27,  1827.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Deacon  Israel  and  Ruth  (Hawlej)  Phelps,  and 
received  her  education  at  the  Auburn  (N.  Y.,) 
Female  Seminary.  She  is  a  bright  and  intellectual 
woman  of  varied  accomplishments  and  large  capa- 
l)ilities  and  was  of  gi-eat  assistance  to  Mr.  Kerr  in 
his  business  career.  Even  before  their  marriage 
she  assisted  him  financially  so  that  he  was  eualiled 
to  take  the  stand  in  commercial  life  that  he 
acquired.  She  is  a  woman  of  large  artistic  taste 
and  instinct  and  the  credit  of  the  plans  that  made 
his  home  so  beautiful  belongs  in  no  small  degree 
to  her.  She  has  decoiated  it  and  taken  her  part  as 
hostess  so  well  that  it  is  oiu-  of  the  noted  resorts  of 
tills  part  of  the  State  for  men  and  women  of  cul- 
ture and  intelligence. 

Of  the  union  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr  one  child 
survives,  by  name  Elizalieth  R.  She  is  now  Mrs. 
Dr.  Hull,  of  Gettysburg,  S.  Dak.,  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Ergo  Charles  and  Otho.  Mrs. 
Kerr's  children  who  died  are  Charles  E.,  who  sur- 
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vived  liis  I'iiIIut's  (U'titli  five  years  and  passed 
away  while  in  tlie  tlower  of  liis  young'  nianliood 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  a  little  daugh- 
ter, Mary  P.,  who  was  taken  away  when  only  six 
months  of  age.  IMrs.  Kerr  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  C'hiireh  and  has  been  so  connected 
for  many  years,  her  training  being  largely  depen- 
dent u|)on  her  church  relations,  as  lier  jiarents  were 
devoted  members  of  that  body. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  apiicars  a  lilho- 
graphic  portrait  of  IMr.  Kerr. 


RS.  ELIZ.VBETII  BAKNIIorsK.  Among 
the  thorough-going  farmers  of  Livingston 
!1j  County  there  are  a  numlier  of  ladies,  who 
having  been  united  in  their  early  days  to 
7nen  of  character  and  enterprise  engaged  in  the 
business  of  farming,  and  now  having  been  widowed, 
are  devoting  thein.selves  unflinchingly  and  with  a 
good  degree  of  success  to  the  business  of  agricul- 
ture. As  they  have  learned  the  business  by  taking 
a  partner's  interest  in  it  during  the  hapjiy  days  of 
their  married  life,  they  are  admirably  adapted  to 
carrying  it  on  independently. 

Mrs.  Baruhouse  is  one  of  these  women  farmers 
and  is  establishing  an  excellent  reputation  for 
thoroughness  and  success.  She  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvsnia  in  1810  and  the  good  man  to  whom  she 
was  united  in  marriage  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  being 
born  in  the  same  year  as  herself.  His  name  was 
Abncr  Barnhonse.  INI  is.  Barnhouse  was  twenty- 
two  years  old  when  she  came  in  her  maiden h(i< id 
to  Ohio,  and  she  was  lliere  united  with  Mr.  l!ain- 
house  in  marriage. 

The  young  couple  were  not  contented  with  their 
life  in  Ohio  and  decided  to  come  farther  AVest.  and 
having  heard  of  Michigan  as  a  land  of  promise. 
they  made  their  way  to  this  State.  To  their  home 
came  six  children,  two  daughters  and  four  sons: 
Susannah,  now  deceased;  Oliver  married  Klla  R. 
Brown,  who  has  iiresented  him  with  three  children: 
Emma  C..  jVlta  K.  and    Millie   M.:  .lohn.    wlio    was 


born  in  1)S53  and  is  still  making  his  home  with  his 
mother;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  was  born  in  1855; 
Mary  A.,  born  in  1850,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
mother  and  brother;  George  W.,  born  in  1857,  who 
is  uumarried  and  at  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  and  Cath- 
erine (Kudaseal)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  j)arents  of  eleven 
children,  four  daughters  and  seven  sons,  and  our 
subject  was  the  first-born.  Her  brothers  and  sisters 
are:  David,  deceased;  Mary  M.,  now  the  wife  of 
John  Runicr  and  the  mother  of  two  children; 
Henry  married  L.  Miller,  by  whom  he  h.ad  eight 
childreii;  Peter.  Daniel.  ^Michael,  Eva,  Mary  Ann, 
William  and  .John. 

Upon  her  estate  Mrs.  Barnhouse  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  care 
of  sheep.  Her  home  is  substantial  and  attractive 
and  the  (mtbuildings  are  excellent  and  sufficient  in 
both  number  and  cap.'icity  for  accommodating  the 
work  of  the  farm.  The  Republican  part\-  received 
the  heart3'  endorsement  of  Mr.  Barnhouse  and  he 
trained  up  his  sons  in  the  principles  which  are 
embodied  in  the  platform  of  that  part}',  but  in 
these  days  the  sons  feel  that  the  saloon  question 
outweighs  to  them  the  matters  of  tariff  and  the 
other  branches  of  political  economy  which  are  in 
disi)ute  between  the  old  parties,  and  have  placed 
themselves  in  the  r.anks  of  the  Prohil)itionists. 


^^>-^<m^ 


HARLES  T.  HVNE.  It  gives  us  i)le.asure  to 
chroncile  the  events  in  the  career  of  a  man 
^^f'  whose  tendencies  have  always  been  in  an 
upward  direction.  We  frequently  associate  chance 
with  success,  but  the  etymology  of  the  word  allows 
no  such  association.  Success  is  that  which  crowns 
achievement,  and  there  must  lie  vigor  and  force  to 
achieve.  He  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  a  suc- 
cessful man,  not  only  in  aliusiness  way,  intimating 
that  he  has  attained  a  good  financial  standing,  but 
by  rising  to  the  best  ideal  that  we  have  of  manliness. 
He  is  endowed  with  a  bright  intellect,  and  clear, 
(piick  peiee|itive    faculties:   a    business   man    of    no 
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mean  calibre  and  one  wlio  is  lield  in  the  liigbest  es- 
teem b3'  liis  friends  and  assuciates. 

Mr.  Ilyne,  who  has  for  more  than  fifty  ^-ears 
been  a  resident  of  Brigliton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  a  native  of  Prussia  and  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Somcrta,  near  Alfoot,  in  Saxony, 
September  21,  1824.  His  father,  Godfrey  Ilyne, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  country  and  locality,  and 
was  by  calling  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  with  liis  family  in  1840.  He 
landed  in  New  York  after  a  tedious  voyage  of 
twelve  weeks  on  the  ocean.  Three  weeks  later  he 
arrived  in  Detroit  witli  his  family,  and  from  this 
place  he  came  direct  to  Livingston  County,  set- 
tling in  Brigliton  Townsliii)  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  virgin  forest  land. 

At  tlio  time  of  tlie  advent  of  our  subject's  father 
in  this  county,  there  were  but  very  few  settlers 
in  the  township.  A  log  liouse  was  soon  built  and 
in  that  the  family  lived  for  several  years.  Tlie 
forests  abounded  in  wild  game,  and  Indians  fre- 
quently visited  the  settlement.  Godfrey  Ilyne 
was  an  industrious,  hard  working  man  and  well 
educated,  although  suffering  a  disadvantage  in  this 
country  from  his  imperfect  knowledge  of  English. 
He  was,  however,  thoroughly  conversant  with  bus- 
iness methods.  He  lived  to  clear  and  improve  a 
consideralile  tr.act  of  land,  and  died  May  11,  1874, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  fonr-ficore  years.  He  was  a 
zealous  Christian  and  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Churcli.  Our  subject's  mother  liore  the  maid- 
en name  of  Mary  Tietman.  She  was  a  native  of 
the  same  place  as  was  her  husband.  She  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  and  feeling  that  her  work 
on  earth  was  well  done,  her  decease  took  place  in 
March  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  Hyne's  eldest  brother,  Godfrey,  was  a  natural 
mechanic.  He  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  also  that  of  a  millwright,  l)ut  died  in  1842,  two 
years  after  coming  to  this  country.  "William  the 
second  brother,  and  entered  the  King's  service  early 
in  life.  He  was  promoted  from  one  position  to 
another  until  he  finally  became  Police  .Judge  for 
the  city  of  Northausen,  which  positi(m  was  filled 
with  credit  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  old  age.  The  fourtii  brother  or  the 
one  3-ouiiger  than  our  subject  who   is  the  third  in 


order  of  birth,  Frederick  C,  is  now  a  retired  busi- 
ness man  living  in  Fowlerville.  The  fifth  a  daugh- 
ter Annie,  is  deceased.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
reared  in  his  native  villiage  where  also  he  at- 
tended school  from  the  ages  of  five  to  fourteen 
years,  inclusive.  He  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  the  New  "World  with  his  par- 
ents and  already  possessed  a  fair  education.  (,^uick 
to  learn  he  soon  conquered  the  idioms  of  the  Eng- 
lish language.  He  assumed  the  management  of 
his  father's  affairs,  transacting  the  business  of  what- 
ever nature  in  his  own  name. 

In  those  early  days  the  family  were  hampered  for 
means  and  had  to  practice  the  utmost  economy  to 
get  along.  The  country  was  new  and  there  was 
very  little  money  current,  nearly  all  Ijusiness  lieing 
trade.  Young  Ilyne  was  a  youth  of  indomitable 
pluck  and  energy,  but  had  hardly  gotten  started 
on  the  road  of  success,  when  he  was  arrested  in  his 
career  liy  a  sunstroke,  which  so  prostrated  him  that 
for  several  years  he  was  under  the  care  of  a  physi- 
cian, during  the  most  of  which  time  he  was  nnalile 
to  do  hard  work,  although  he  was  not  idle.  A  fol- 
lower of  the  goddess  Diana,  he  spent  much  time  in 
hunting,  and  kept  his  family  supplied  with  the 
most  delicate  venison,  and  bear  meat.  He  also  be- 
came a  skillful  trapper  and  secured  a  large  amount 
of  fur,  for  which  he  found  a  ready  market  at  rcni- 
uiieiative  prices.  During  the  summer  he  carried 
on  farming,  doing  his  trapping  in  the  winter  sea- 
son. 

That  was  a  day  when  nearly  every  one  owned 
his  own  land,  and  our  subject  was  not  behind  the 
others  in  this.  He  purchased  land,  cleared  it  and 
added  more,  but  never  went  into  debt  beyond  his 
means.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  August, 
1847,  to  Miss  llenne  I>.  Westphal,  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  wiio  came  to  the  I'nited  States  with 
her  parents  about  1844.  This  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  eight  children  wliose  names  are  as  follows:  Wil- 
liam, Frederick,  Harriet,  C'elia,  Franklin,  Louisa, 
Amelia  and  Anna.  William  married  and  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer  in  this  township.  Frederick  is  at 
the  head  of  a  home  of  his  own  and  manages  an  ex- 
tensive business  of  his  own.  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
C.  H.  Francis,  Esq.  a  prominent  attorney  in  Bay 
City.     Celia  is  the   wife    of  .James  McNamara,  a 
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farmer  In  Genoa  Township.  Franklin  has  a  home 
of  his  own  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Brighton  Town- 
ship. Lonisa  is  the  wife  of  John  Carter,  a  farmer 
in  Marion  Township.  Amelia  and  Anna  are  at 
home. 

Politically,  the  original  of  our  sketch  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  has  been  prominent 
and  influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  he  has 
never  had  time  to  properly  attend  to  the  duties  of 
public  office  and  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  one.  He  has  been  a  JIason  for  thirty  years 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chap- 
ter andCommandery.  As  a  farmer  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful.  lie  has  cleared  and  highly 
improved  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  owned  a  mag- 
nificent farm  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  in  Brighton 
Township,  in  one  body  but  divided  it  among 
his  children.  He  has  also  owned  at  various  times 
several  farms  in  other  localities.  As  a  stock-raiser 
he  has  endeavored  to  excel,  always  breeding  only 
the  best. 

About  the  time  the  Detroit,    Lansing  &   North- 
ern railroad  was  built  through  Brighton,   the   firm 
of  C.  T.  Hjne  it   Son  built   a   large    elevator   and 
until  a  year  or  so  past,  bought  and  shipped  a  vast 
amount  of  grain,   wool    etc.     The    gentleman    of 
whom  we  write  has  recently  retired  from  the  active 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  with  his  family  has 
moved  to  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Brighton,  hav- 
ing given  tiie  care  of  almost  all  of  his  property  into 
the  hands  of  his  sons.     Now  that  he  has  arrived 
at  an   age   when    he  cnn   with  com|)laccney  look 
back  upon  his  career,  and  realizes  the  obstacles  that 
he  has  had  to  surmount  in  order  to  attain  his  pres- 
ent position,  it  is  evident  that  he  is  eminently  a 
self  made  man  and  in  every   respect  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.     He  began  life  without  means 
and    early    assumed    cares    too  heavy   for   j'oung 
shoulders.     He  has  undergone  some   very  severe 
trials,  especially  in  his  pioneer  days,  but  on  the  out- 
set of  his  career,  he  came  to  the   determination  to 
succeed  in  spite  of  everything,  and  he  has  not  been 
disappointed.     Whatever    he    has  undertaken   he 
has  accomplished  and  has  never  known  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "'to   fail".     A  man  of  remarkable 
foresight    and   excellent    judgment,    his    progress 
during  the  early  part  of  his  life  was  slow  luit  sure. 


The  rule  in  his  business  has  been  to  go  as  far  as 
his  means  would  permit,  but  no  farther.  It  has 
moreover,  been  a  marked  trait  to  his  character,  that 
he  carefully  balanced  eveiy  subject,  and  arrived  at 
a  logical  conclusion  before  undertaking  any  enter- 
prise. In  his  dealings  with  liis  fellow-men  he  has 
been  upright  and  honorable,  and  has  ever  done 
unto  others  as  he  would  wisii  to  be  done  Ijy.  In 
1878  he  visited  his  mother  countiy,  and  although 
the  lies  of  consanguinty  are  strong,  his  pride  and 
loyalty  is  in  his  adopted  land.  He  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  an  American  citizen.  Our  subject's 
wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church. 


-^.j..5..j..j.  j^g 


t.5..5..{..5.L 


?'*5"J"5**5'r 


[/  EWIS  KETCllUM.  This  respected  citizen 
of  Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County, 
was  born   December  18,   1830,  in  Hanover, 


Germany,  and  is  the  only  one  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  who  came  to  the  United  .States.  He 
received  a  good  German  education,  and  after 
coming  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of  1849  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Livingston  County.  In  Aug- 
ust of  that  year  he  had  left  Germany  for  the  New 
World,  and  he  landed  in  New  York  City  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  September,  coming  directly  to  Michi- 
gan, and  settling  in  the  township  of  Brighton, 
Livingston  County.  His  fortune  in  hand  was 
about  '^3.5,  and  he  soon  set  to  work  to  place  him- 
self in  an  independent  position. 

After  working  for  about  four  years  for  neigh- 
boring farmers,  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter, which  he  followed  until  1882.  In  1865  he 
had  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  18, 
Cohoctah  Township,  and  the  following  year  he 
moved  onto  this  farm  and  entered  upon  the  work 
of  felling  the  trees,  clearing  the  land  of  stumjis, 
and  cultivating  and  improving  the  farm.  Upon 
it  he  placed  handsome  farm  buildings,  which 
are  an  ornament  to  the  township. 

Mr.  Ketchum  was  married  Feliruary  3,  1857,  to 
JMary  Ilyne,  who  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  the  city 
of    Erpel,    February    3.  1839.     Her  parents,  God- 
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frid  and  Elinor  (Ilafland)  Hyne,  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  the  township  of 
Brighton,  this  county.  The  father  died  in  1842, 
leaving  one  child,  .ind  Lis  widow  somewhat 
later  married  F.  (i.  t'rosman,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children.  They  are  connected  with  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ketchum  are  Helen,  wife  of  John  Hendricks, 
Adolph  C,  Herman  (i..  Kdgar  F.  and  Fred  L. 
Mrs.  Ketchum  is  an  earnest  and  devoted  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Churcli. 

Godfrid  Hyne  was  the  son  of  Godfrid  and 
'Mary  Hyne,  who  liad  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
William  remained  behind  in  Germany,  and  the  re- 
mainder came  to  tliis  country,  namely:  Hannah, 
who  died  in  ISriglilon  and  left  one  child,  Charles 
T.,  and  Fred. 


allARLES  J.  1I()I)(;E,  is  a  farmer  residing  on 
^  section  12,  ll;iiiand  Township,  Livingston 
'  County.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Southfield  Townsliip,  O.akland 
County,  August  9,  1837.  Our  s>ihject"s  father  was 
Jonathan  O.  Hodge,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
was  reared  in  Vermont,  going  tliere  with  his  parents 
at  the  tender  age  of  three  j-ears.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1834,  and  located  in  Southfield  Townshii), 
Oakland  County,  where  he  took  up  land  from  the 
Government,  clearing  the  place  in  that  desolate 
way  which  was  necessary  to  early  settlers,  chopping 
down  the  timber,  and  leaving  a  forest  of  charred 
and  blackened  stumps  in  the  cleared  spaces,  tiiat 
when  not  draped  and  covered  with  the  vines  and 
flowers  of  summer,  presented  a  forlorn  and  dreary 
aspect.  He  built  tliere(m  a  little  log  house  and 
lived  there  for  a  time,  finally  moving  to  Tyrone 
Township,  Livingston  Count}',  where  for  ten  years 
he  worked  the  fann  on  sliores,  finally  Iniying  the 
place  where  he  now  resides. 

Our  subject's  present  home  liore  no  improve- 
ments whatever  upon  his  advent  hither.  For 
years  he  hent  his  efforts  to  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing the    land  and  remained  there   as  long  .as  he 


lived,  passing  away  at  the  .age  of  sixty-one  years. 
Jonathan  Hodge  was  a  Republican.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  before  ber  marriage  a  Miss  Betsj-  Fall, 
a  native  of  Ohio  who  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1825.  Her  father  was  John  Fall,  a  nat- 
ive of  Massachusetts.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  sj)ent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Our  subject's  mother  lived 
to  be  fifty-six  years  of  age.  She  and  her  husband 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  daughter 
and  three  sons.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  first 
son  and  only  surviving  one.  His  sister  Lydia,who 
i.s  the  wife  of  IMr.  Seaver,  resides  in  Highland 
Townshii),  Oakland  County. 

'I'lie  original  of  our  sketch  was  eight  j-ears  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Livingston  County  with  his 
parents.  His  first  school  days  were  spent  in  South- 
field  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  he  finished 
his  education  after  coming  to  Hartland  Townshij), 
Livingstc)n  County.  He  remained  witli  his  parents 
until  their  decease  and  married  January  1,  1862, 
in  Oakland  County,  a  lady  whose  maiden  name 
was  Chloe  Cole,  a  native  of  the  pLace  where  she  w.as 
married,  having  been  born  in  Highland  Township. 
Novemlier  13,  1839.  She  was  one  of  twins.  Her 
parents,  Orin  and  Tamar  (Firman)  Cole,  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834.  and  located  in  Oakland  County, 
where  the  father  still  resides.  The  mother  died  at 
alxjut  eighty-two  years  of  age  in  1883. 

^Ir.  llodge  lias  lived  on  the  place  which  he  now 
occupies,  ever  since  his  father  first  located  here. 
He  has  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  the  greater 
part  of  wliich  is  improved,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  being  under  cultiv.ation.  They 
have  a  good,  comfortable  home  .and  a  beautiful 
place  that  shows  the  cultivation  of  years.  There 
are  fine  fruit  trees  and  choice  shade  trees  that  give 
the  farm  an  attractive  and  pleasant  aspect.  Our 
subject  has  two  fine  barns.  The  first  one  was  built 
in  1802  at  a  co.st  of  §450.  It  is  34x60  feet  in 
dimensions.  The  second  barn  he  built  in  1885,  at 
a  cost  of  $900.  It  is  34x64  feet  in  dimension.  He 
keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
dealing  in  sheep,  having  some  particularly  fine 
grades.  He  of  whom  we  write  votes  the  straiglit 
Reiiulilican  ticket,  but  feels  that  liis  duty  is  done 
wlicn  his  vote  is  cast  for  the  man   he  thinks  most 
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fitting  for  the  office  in  question.  He  has  no  anihi- 
lion  to  be  an  otHco  holder  hini.self.  .Socially  he 
lielongsto  Fcuion  Lodge  >so.  lO'J,  (.)f  the  [Masonic 
fraternil\'. 


♦^♦^ 


r 


^  feJLLIA.M  rKAi;M).\.  U  is  uiidouhledly  a 
\/iJ//  S^'*^'^^  satisfaction  ti.i  a  man  who  has 
W^  reached  years  of  maturity  to  look  back 
over  a  life  spent  in  struggles  to  do  well  for  his 
family  and  his  fellow-men,  to  feel  that  those  efforts 
have  been  recognized  by  friends  and  children,  and 
to  have  the  assurance  that  he  has  made  the  most 
of  life  and  that  the  world  is  lietter  for  his  having 
lived  in  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  ;J.  183!),  in  Durham 
County,  England,  where  his  father,  William,  and 
his  mother,  .Sarah  Ann  (Blackburn)  Pearson,  were 
also  born.  The  grandfather,  Robert  Pearson,  had 
a  large  family  of  children,  eight  in  all,  namely: 
A\'illiam,  (ieorge,  Richard,  Robert,  .lohu,  jMary, 
Betse\-  and  Elizabeth.  They  were  all  born  in 
England,  but  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Milford  Township,  Oakland  County,  where  the 
father  was  the  second  pioneer.  He  was  a  man  of 
means  and  entered  over  one  thousand  acres  of 
land,  giving  to  each  of  his  children  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  with  a  3"oke  of  cattle,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  without. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  local  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  prob- 
ably preached  more  funeral  sermons  in  that 
vicinity  than  any  other  minister  of  that  day.  He 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
His  first  wife  died  m  Milford  Townshiii  and  he 
there  married  his  second  companion. 

William  Pearson,  Sr.,  came  from  the  mother 
country  in  1845,  consuming  some  nine  weeks  in 
the  ocean  passage  from  Liverpool  to  ([Quebec. 
From  that  city  he  came  directly  to  Detroit  and 
then  teamed  it  to  Milford,  where  he  settled  on 
eighty  acres  .and  there  resided  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven,  in  November,  1888.     He 


had  a  family  of  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  at 
Detroit  while  on  the  jonrnev,  and  the  famil3-  com- 
[ileted  their  mournful  journey  to  the  new  home, 
bringing  with  them  the  dear  form  of  the  departed 
child  tiiat  they  might  bury  it  at  Milford.  The 
surviving  children  are  Roliert,  Oeorge,  William, 
Joshua  and  Mary. 

Before  the  death  of  the  father  he  had  accumu- 
lated a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  he  was  a  man  of  value,  not  only  in  a  financial 
way,  but  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Jlethodist  Episcopal  Cluirch,  in  which- he  was  very 
active,  serving  as  a  Steward  through  all  of  his 
minhood  years.  His  faithful  wife  departed  this 
life  in  the  fall  of  IHIS.j. 

Our  subject  came  to  the  L'uited  States  with  his 
parents,  and  coming  up  the  St.  Lawrence  River  he 
fell  overboard  and  came  near  ending  his  career  by 
drowning,  but  was  rescued  by  an  Indian  sailor, 
with  whom  he  exchanged  locks  of  hair  and  whom 
he  keeps  in  grateful  memory.  He  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  and  at  twent3'-one  began 
for  himself,  working  for  neigh boi'ing  farmers  by 
the  month  until  the  siiring  of  1860,  when  he 
started  out  with  two  neighbor  boys  for  California, 
traveling  by  way  of  New  York  City  and  Panama. 
In  the  land  of  the  sunset  he  worked  as  a  farmer 
for  one  year  for  §360.  The  second  j'ear  he  re- 
ceived $4.50  and  the  third  year  $550.  By  strict 
economy  he  managed  to  get  along  with  very  little 
of  his  wages,  drawing  only  enough  to  clothe  him- 
self, and  then  put  his  money  into  renting  his  em- 
ploj'er's  farm.  ui>on  which  he  thus  worked  during 
the  fourth  year.  As  his  crops  failed  he  lost  all 
that  he  had  saved,  but  during  the  fifth  year  he 
took  the  farm  on  shares  and  being  now  successful 
made  §2, 500,  with  which  in  currency,  he  returned 
to  the  East. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  the  young  man  returned 
to  Milford  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 24,  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston  County, 
which  was  mostly  timber  land.  He  set  to  work  to 
fell  the  trees,  clear  out  the  stumps  and  raise  crops, 
in  all  of  which  he  wjis  eminently  successful.  He 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  on  sec- 
tions 24  and  25,  and  all  of  it  is  in  a  well  improved 
condition.     The    beautifid   home  of  Mr.  Pearson 
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was  for  years  presided  over  hy  a  lady  who  was 
formerly  known  as  Miss  Rhoda  Algeo,  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Ann  Algeo.  She  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  October  16,  1867,  and  to  her  were 
granted  three  bright  and  interesting  children, 
Lewis,  Mittie  and  Sarah.  Mittie  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years  and  tlie  mother  passed  from  earth  in 
November,  1888,  and  will  long  be  remembered  as 
a  woman  of  earnest  Christian  character  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  this  same  religious  body  Mr.  Pearson  has  been 
an  active  worker  for  twenty  years,  and  in  politics 
he  is  an  earnest  and  stanch  Republican.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  took  i)lace  in  Octolier,  1889,  and  he 
was  then  united  with  Isal)el,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  IloUiday,  whose  many  earnest  and  lovely 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  are  highly  appreciated 
bv  those  who  know  her. 


_o?^a£' 
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■^OllN  T.  CARMER,  The  iKune  uf  him  of 
wlioin  we  write  bek)ngs  to  a  good  old 
IIolLand  family  that  transferred  its  loy- 
alty to  the  adopted  country  in  early  days, 
some  of  the  representatives  of  the  family  having 
fought  in  tlie  war  in  whicli  America  gained  her  in- 
dependence. Our  suliject  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Bethiah  (Turner)  Carmcr.  Tlie  iiaternal  grandsire, 
Abraham  Carmer,  came  from  Holland  and  settled 
in  New  Jersey  as  a  farmer.  He  died  in  New  York, 
having  been  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

The  grandsire  who  sheds  the  lustre  upon  the 
name  of  his  descendants  as  one  who  hazarded  all 
for  the  sake  of  his  adopted  land,  was  twice  mar- 
ried. He,  by  his  first  wife,  had  two  children, 
namely:  John  and  Daniel.  His  second  wife  bore 
him  five  children,  of  whom  three  were  daugh- 
ters. Like  most  of  his  countrymen,  he  l)elonged  in 
religious  matters  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
Our  subject's  father  was  liorn  September  3,  1789, 
in  New  Jersey,  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  He  was 
married  in  early  manhood  to  Bethiah  Turner  and 
became  the  father  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten 
lived  to    maturity-.      They    are:  Sarah,  Abraham, 


Cornelia,  Naomi,  .John  T.,  Ira.  Esther,  Ann  E.,  .James 
J.  and  William.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  Mrs. 
Eord;  Cornelia  married  Mr.  Henry;  Naomi  is 
the  widow  of  Russell  Palmer;  Ira  served  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  Twenty-tirst 
Michigan  Infantry;  Esther  married  Mr.  Ekkart; 
Anne  E.  is  now  Mrs.  Love;  James  J.  served  his 
country  for  four  years  in  the  Seventh  Michigan 
Infantry. 

When  a  yoimg  man  Daniel  Carmer  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  New  York,  where  he  met 
his  wife.  They  were  married  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  tlience  removed  to  Erie  Count\',  subse- 
quently to  Chautauqua  County,  of  the  same  State, 
and  from  that  i)lace  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.  In 
July,  1819,  oiu-  subject  set  out  by  wagon  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  Mich.,  being  ten  days  on  the 
riiad.  He  located  with  his  family  on  section  10, 
Tyrone  Township,  on  two  hundred  and  forty  .acres 
of  land,  which  lie  bent  eveiy  effort  toward  imi)rov- 
ing.  He  worked  at  a  great  disadvantage,  having 
l)een  a  cripple  all  his  life.  Since  coming  to  this 
State  our  siil)jcct  has  had  charge  of  the  farm  and 
one  liinulred  and  twenty  acres  of  his  jtlace  belong 
to  the  original  homestead.  He  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  upon  which  he  has  placed  the  I)est 
improvements.  A  view  of  the  estate  ajipears  on 
another  page. 

Mr.  Carmer  has  alwa3'S  stood  high  in  the  regard 
of  the  etnnmunity  as  is  testified  by  the  fact  that  he 
h.as  l)een  ai>pointed  to  a  number  of  township  of- 
fices. He  has  served  as  Constable  and  Clerk,  and 
for  six  years  was  Supervisor.  A  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  has  associated  himself  only  with  the 
honorable  and  reliable  men  who  seek  for  the  good 
of  the  country  and  the  elev.ation  of  the  people. 
Unhapi)ily  the  educational  advantages  he  enjoyed 
were  but  limited,  but  he  has  been  gifted  with  a 
large  amount  of  common  sense  that  has  helped  him 
in  the  dittk'ult  jwsitions  of  life  where  fine-spun 
theory  would  have  failed.  He  is  a  memlter  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  belonging  to  the  lodge 
at  Fen  ton. 

]Mr.  Carmer  has  some  interesting  recollections 
of  pioneer  days,  for  being  virtually  the  head  of 
the  household  at  an  early  age,  resiionsibility  de- 
veloped his  jouthful   perceptions  and  he  was  a  re- 
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fleet  ive  man  at  an  age  wlien  most  I)03'S  think  onl^- 
of  the  ligliter  side  of  life.  lie  relates  that  he  used 
often  to  drive  to  Detroit  with  an  ox-team,  that 
Iieing  the  nearest  aeeessil)le  market,  and  that  the 
journey  oeciii)ied  four  and  live  days  at  a  time 
when  it  was  not  always  safe  to  be  on  the  lonely 
road. 


_^] 


^■i^ 
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eHARLES  E.  Dl'NSTON,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  sueeessful  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County, 
was  horn  in  Oroveland  Township.  ( )akland  County. 
Mich.,  Fel)ruary  o,  1844,  his  parents  being  William 
and  .lane  (Webber)  Dunston.  lie  is  of  English 
parentage,  his  father  Iieing  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
shire and  his  mother  of  Somersetshire. 

About  the  year  1836  William  Dunston  made  up 
his  mind  to  leave  the  home  of  his  forefathers  in 
order  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  land  of  liberty. 
Accordingly-  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
journeyed  to  this  beautiful  State  of  Michigan, 
where  he  established  himself  on  eighty  acres  of 
rich  land  and  made  it  his  home  until  death,  which 
ensued  in  1849.  Before  that  sad  event  he  had 
done  great  things  in  the  way  of  preparing  his  land 
for  cultivation  and  improving  it  so  that  he  was 
then  having  splendid  crops  in  this  new  home.  His 
faithful  wife  and  the  mother  of  his  children  long- 
survived  him  and  reached  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  passing  from  earth  in  the  year  1888.  Her 
five  children  are  Anna,  .Tohn,  Sarah,  Charles  E.  and 
Benjamin,  the  eldest  son  dying  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  None  others  in  the  family  connection 
except  William  and  Jane  Dunston  ever  came  to 
this  country.  3Ir.  Dunston  took  a  great  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  this  nation  and  allied 
himself  with  the  Whig  party. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  his  education 
through  the  adnnrable  school  system  of  Michigan, 
which  even  at  that  early  day  had  attained  a  stand- 
ing superior  to  that  of  many  of  the  Western  States. 
His  school  daj-s  were  cut  short  by  family  necessi- 
ties, for  when   he  was  fifteen   years  old  his  eldest 


brother  died,  and  as  the  father  had  been  called 
from  earth  when  Charles  was  onl3'  five  years  old 
the  management  of  the  famil\-  naturally  fell  upon 
him  and  he  undertook  to  conduct  the  farming  op- 
erations. These  he  cai'ried  on  until  the  date  of  his 
marriage. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Dunston  decided  to  come  to 
Livingston  County  and  here  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  19,  Cohoctah  Townshi[).  From 
this  he  cleared  most  of  the  trees  jircparatory  to 
cultivation,  besides  putting  upon  it  excellent  build- 
ings. He  has  also  eighty  acres  on  section  24,  Con- 
w.ay  Town>liip,  and  on  both  of  these  he  carries  on 
general  farming  .and  from  them  he  derives  such 
ricli  and  varied  crops  as  the  climate  and  soil  of 
Michigan  have  made  possible.  His  success  is  due 
to  his  system,  perseverance  and  industry,  as  he 
started  out  without  means  and  has  had  to  attain 
his  success  in  the  hardest  way. 

In  ]\Iarch,  186.5,  ]Mr.  Dunston  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  joining  Company  A,  Sev- 
enth Jlichigan  Cavalry.  As  the  war  soon  termin- 
ated his  service  was  neither  long  nor  severe  and  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge  in  November, 
186.5.  being  mustered  out  at  Detroit.  He  is  now 
on  his  third  term  as  Supervisor  of  the  township 
and  is  active  in  the  Repulilican  r.anks,  throwing 
his  influence  and  his  vote  hi  favor  t)f  the  ])rinci- 
ples  which  it  represents. 

An  interesting  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Dunston 
took  place  the  3'ear  after  his  army  service,  .as  he 
was  married  December  9,  1866,  to  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Agatha  (Fingbinder)  Lah- 
ring.  This  lady  is  by  birth  a  native  of  Holly, 
Oakland  County-,  and  her  parents,  who  belonged 
to  the  agricultural  community,  came  from  Germany 
many  years  ago.  Their  five  children  are  Frederick 
Elizabeth,  Henrietta,  Charlotte  .and  Sophia.  Botii 
parents  died  in  Holly,  JMr.  Lniiring  in  1869  an<l  his 
wife  ill  1858.  He  was  born  in  1806  and  came  to 
the  I'nited  States  when  twenty  >'ears  old,  settling 
in  Philadelphia  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  work- 
in  a  sugar  refinery  and  came  to  Holly  in  18.36.  His 
wife  was  born  in  1810  and  came  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  They  were  both  de- 
voted and  conscientious  members  of  the  F^utlieran 
Church. 
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The  iwlitical  views  of  Mr.  Diinston  are  such  as 
are  expressed  in  tlie  deelai-atioii  and  platform  of 
the  Heiiul)liean  party  and  while  he  is  earnest  in 
the  advocaey  of  lliese  views  lie  escliews  politics  in 
tlie  popular  sense,  preferring  the  pleasures  of  home 
and  the  endeavors  and  industries  of  the  farm  to 
the  excitement  of  the  political  arena.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  family  have  a  high  standing  among 
their  neighbors  in  a  social  way  and  their  home  is 
the  center  of  true  neighborly  feeling  and  interest. 
This  family  have  five  children,  as  follows:  Nellie 
A.,  Florence  B.,  Agatha  J.,  Wayne  E.  and  Gale  .1., 
all  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

A  view  of  i\Ir.  Dunston's  pleasant  home  is  pre- 
sented on  anotlier  iiage. 


'OSEl'll  I.  lU'RTKAW,  a  general  farmer  and 
dealer  in  sheep,  is  tlu'  (.)wner  of  a  good  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  sections  .5 
'  and  6,  Meridian  Township.  Ingham  County, 
lie  was  born  in  Lower  Canada,  near  Montreal,. Jan- 
uary 4,  1845,  and  is  of  French  descent.  His  par- 
ents, Charles  Burtraw  and  Ursula  (Gravilin)  Bur- 
traw,  were  natives  of  Lower  Canada.  The  former 
was  born  alwut  1815  and  is  a  miller  and  farmer  by 
occupation,  now  residing  in  Williamstown  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County.  Our  suliject's  mother 
died  in  Missouri  about  twelve  years  ago. 

When  Joseph  Burtraw  was  six  years  old  his 
father  removed  to  J)etroit  and  followed  the  milling 
business  more  or  less  steadily  for  four  years.  They 
then  removed  to  Orchard  Lake  and  ran  a  farm  for 
five  years;  while  there  our  subject  gave  his  father 
his  assistance  on  the  farm.  The  family,  however, 
soon  removed  to  Lansing,  where  .Joseph  remained 
until  1864,  where  he  learned  the  art  of  photo- 
graphy, lie  al.so  worked  in  the  State  liepubUcan 
otHce  for  a  time  and  was  variously  engaged  until 
he  enlisted  in  1864  and  was  sent  to  the  front.  He 
was  in  Company  F,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  ^Michigan 
Infantry,  lielonging  to  the  Second  Division  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 


serving  under  Gens.   Thomas  and  Sherman.     He 
was  in  two  battles,  Nashville  and  Wise's  Forks. 

After  coming  out  of  the  war  our  subject  engaged 
in  fanning  for  one  yeav  in  Meridian  Township  and 
then  went  to  Saginaw,  where  he  acted  as  foreman 
for  the  Hon.  W.  R.  Burt  for  one  year,  in  cutting  a 
State  road.  He  also  worked  for  liim  in  his  lum- 
ber camp.  He  next  farmed  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Missoiui  and  there  bought  a 
plantation,  l)ut  sold  it  soon  after  to  return  to  New 
York,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Ontario 
County.  Wliile  there  he  was  employed  in  general 
farming  and  jiarticularly  in  hop  culture.  This  lat- 
ter Inisiness  proved  to  be  a  pecuniary  success,  as  he 
cleared  ^2,500  the  last  summer.  With  the  proceeds 
he  returned  to  Jleridian  Township  and  bought  a 
[lOi'tion  of  his  present  farm. 

October  12,  1867,  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
married  to  Henrietta  Thatcher,  of  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.  The  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman 
Thatcher,  who  now  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining 
that  of  our  subject.  From  this  union  eight  chil- 
dren have  been  born — Ursula,  born  April  7,  187(1. 
and  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Annis;  Adell,  Seji- 
tember  9,  1871.  married  Will  Culver;  Ilattie,  Se|)- 
tember  7,  1873,  resides  at  home;  Mary,  ^March  5, 
1875,  is  also  at  home;  Emma,  August  9,  1877,  and 
Frank,  'Slay  31,  1880,  are  both  at  home;  Edith, 
December  11,  1888,  is  the  baby  of  the  house;  and 
Lyman,  horn  .lanuary  7,  1869,  died  in  his  second 
3-ear.  This  large  and  harmonious  family  is  delight- 
fully united  in  then-  church  relations,  as  in  other 
respects.  They  are  all  connected  with  the  Fine 
Lake  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Burtraw  is  united  with  several  fraternities. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Okemos,  hav- 
ing lieen  made  a  IMasou  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Charles  T.  Foster  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Lansing,  and  also  of  the  Okemos  Alli- 
ance. Folitically  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  an 
Independent,  voting  for  the  best  man  rather  than 
the  political  favorite;  he.  however,  usually  alhl- 
iates  with  the  Republican  i)arty.  Mr.  Burtraw  has 
taken  care  of  himself  ever  since  he  was  a  lad  of  fif- 
teen years.  In  his  jounger  days  he  was  denied 
educational  facilities,  I)ut  has  had  the  pluck  to 
make  amends  for  such   deficiencies,  and  must  be 
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regarded  as  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man. 
He  lias  good  business  ability  and  has  prospered 
financially.  Progressive  in  every  respect,  he  is 
esteemed  bv  all  wlio  know  liiui. 


jENTLEY  SABIX,  a  resident  of  Conway 
Township,  Livingston  County,  IMich.,  was 
''SMlll  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  April  14, 
1810,  and  is  therefore  now  a  venerable  gen- 
tleman of  over  four-score  j'ears.  His  respected 
father,  .Jonathan  Sabin.  who  was  born  near  the 
town  of  Berlin  in  New  York,  had  seven  children 
and  our  suljject  is  the  first-born  son.  Mary  Dake 
was  the  maiden  name  of  her  who  became  the 
mother  of  our  subject  and  her  marriage  with  .Jona- 
than Sabin  took  place  in  1807. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  .are  as 
follows;  Luanna,  William,  Mariah,  Susan,  Abigail 
and  .Joshua.  I>uanna,  born  in  1808,  married  S. 
;Marr  and  has  seven  children;  Willi.am,  lioru  in 
1812,  married  Al)igail  Carpenter  in  1840.  They 
have  eight  children. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  our  subject  is  of  more 
real  importance  and  had  a  more  direct  bearing 
upon  his  happiness  and  prosperity  than  his  mar- 
ri.age  which  took  place  in  1833.  His  bride  was 
Electa  Bigelow,  daughter  of  Abel  Bigelow  .and 
Sarah  Clark,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, Electa  being  the  sixth  child  and  fifth  daugh- 
ter. She  had  a  twin  sister,  Lura,  to  whom  she  has 
ever  been  deeply  attached.  The  marriage  of  this 
couple  took  pl.ace  in  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  six  children. 

The  eldest  son  of  our  subject  be.ars  the  name  of 
Alontraville  and  was  born  in  1835.  He  married 
.lulia  Adams  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Frank  and  Eda. 
To  the  second  daughter  Mrs.  Sabin  gave  the  name 
of  her  twin  sister,  Lura.  This  daughter  was  born 
in  1837  and  has  married  Mr.  B.  J.  Tuttle.  The 
next  son,  F.  D.  was  born  in  18}0,  and  married 
Lurinda  Porter  in  New  York  in  1804.  They  arc 
the  parents  of  two  children,  both  sous:  Wells,  who 


was  born  in  1866  and  Elliott,  who  is  now  deceased. 
Harriet  L.  Sabin  was  born  in  1844  and  married 
Andrew  Wickman.  vShe  has  three  children.  Addie 
Sabin  was  born  in  1852  .and  married  Frank  Miner, 
and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  training  and  edu- 
cation in  the  P^mpire  Stale  and  had  reached  his 
majority  before  he  was  so  filled  with  the  Western 
fever  as  to  emigrate  to  Michigan.  Here  he  estab- 
lished himself  upon  eighty  acres  of  most  excellent 
and  arable  land  and  did  thorough  pioneer  work 
in  what  was  then  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  He 
is  doing  a  general  farming  business,  and  is  still 
.active  and  energetic  in  the  pursuit  of  his  work,  as 
all  of  his  children  have  now  left  the  parental  roof, 
and  he  and  his  faithful  wife  remain  together  alone 
and  are  each  other's  best  and  chief  companions.  In 
their  declining  years  they  are  proving  the  v.alue  of 
the  choice  which  they  made  in  youth  and  are  an- 
other illustration  of  the  beauty  of  the  harmonious 
and  liajipy  union,  which  is  typified  so  charmingly 
in  the  old  song  "Jo  Anderson,  my  Jo,  John." 

Mr.  Sabin  is  ever  intelligently  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  all  movements  looking  toward  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  of  the  farming  community 
and  believing  that  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  is  a  means  to  that  end,  he  is  one  of  its 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  advocates.  In  religious 
belief  both  he  and  his  wife  have  been  connected 
with  the  Universalist  Church  but  at  present  they 
are  inclined  to  believe  in  Spiritualism. 


-^^ 


IRAM  N.  FELLOWS.  It  is  always  a  pleas- 
ure to  chronicle  the  events  in  the  career  of 
one  who  has  been  a  brave  and  valiant  sol- 
^  dier,  and  responsive  to  the  call  of  his 
country  in  its  moment  of  trial  and  need.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  resident  u|ion  section  20,  Leroy 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm.  He 
was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  September  lit, 
1840.  His  parents  were  Natiian  J.  and  Ann 
(Meech)  Fellows,  natives  of  New  Y'ork  State.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  county, 
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and  a  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to 
agricultural  work,  although  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  learned  the  Iilaeksniith's  trade,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  two  years.  lie  has  not  since, 
however,  made  use  of  this  knowledge. 

Mr.  Fellows  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  com- 
mon-school education.  The  schooling  of  his  day 
was  in  no  respect  similar  to  that  of  the  present 
time,  the  birch  rod  playing  a  conspicuous  part  and 
the  advantages  being  of  tlie  crudest  nature.  Not 
long  after  the  firing  of  the  lirst  gun  at  Sumter  our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  en- 
tering the  ranks  September  1,  1861,  joining  Com- 
}ianv  K,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

After  j>articipating  in  the  l)attles  of  Shiloh, 
Cliickamauga,  Mission  Ridge  and  in  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta, our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  knee 
and  shoulder  in  the  last-named  engagement  and 
w.as  in  the  hospital  thereafter  some  ten  months,  being 
linally  discharged  June  15,  1865.  At  that  time 
he  returned  to  Ohio  tind  was  there  married  October 
20,  1865,  the  hidy  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Joclla 
Harrow.  The  domestic  relations  of  the  young 
couple  were  of  the  happiest  nature.  Their  union 
was  blest  by  the  advent  of  one  son,  Bert. 

In  1867  our  subject  came  to  Michigan,  and 
after  a  residence  in  Lenawee  County  of  five jears, 
he  came  to  Ingham  County  and  settled  on  the 
farm  whereon  he  now  resides  in  Leroy  Township. 
He  is  the  owner  of  a  line  tract  cif  land,  which  he 
has  greatly  inii)roved  and  enriched  by  planting 
orchards  and  erecting  a  good  home  and  fine  barns 
and  outhouses.  Our  subject  richly  deserves  the 
prosperity  which  he  at  present  enjo_ys.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Eli  V.  Alexander  Post,  No.  103, 
G.  A.  R.,at  Williamston,  this  State.  For  oueyear  he 
was  C'cmimander  of  the  Post,  and  has  officiated  in 
various  capacities  and  ollices.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Leroy  Town- 
ship, and,  although  his  residence  here  has  not 
been  as  long  as  that  of  many,  he  is  as  loyally  at- 
tached to  the  district  as  though  he  were  a  native. 
His  militar>'  record  is  replete  with  interest,  both 
to  the  veteran,  whose  experiences  m.iy  have  been 
similar,  and  to  the  student  of  history.     Although 


the  mere  statement  of  the  battles  in  which  he  has 
been  a  participant  conveys  so  little  to  the  unob- 
servant reader,  he  has  nevertheless  shown  great 
bravery  on  many  a  hotly  contested  field.  As  a 
citizen  Mr.  Fellows  commands  the  confidence  and 
resi)ect  of  .all  who  know  him  and  in  business  mat- 
ters his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 


EORGE  H.  McINTYRE.  To  have  the 
,  esteem  of  one's  fellow-men  and  especially 
of  those  who  know  30U  mcjst  intimately  in 
the  ever\'  day  relation  of  neighbors  is  worth  much, 
and  to  gain  it  is  a  worthy  ambition  in  the  breast 
of  any  honorable  man.  We  may  truly  say  that 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  .sketch  has  attained  this  desideratum  as  he  is 
well  spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him  and  is  a  man 
who  has  honoi'ably  attained  to  a  broad  and  true 
friendshiji  with  many. 

Mr.  ;McIutyre  was  born,  in  1859,  in  White  Oak 
Township,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  in  the  log  house 
where  he  now  resides.  His  father,  Mr.  D.  Mc- 
Int3re  was  a  native  of  New  York  where  he  was 
born  in  1833.  Having  grown  to  manhood  he  took 
to  wife,  Olive  Ilerrick,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren two  l)eing  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  the 
son  of  whom  we  have  the  privilege  to  write  is  the 
eldest  of  the  sons.  His  sister,  Ann  Mclntyre,  mar- 
ried ,1.  H.  Smith,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Ella,  who  married  I.  .]. 
King,  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Flora  remains  at  home  with  her  parents,  while 
Donald  is  also  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  suliject  of  our  sketch  is  successful  in  his 
general  farming  business  which  he  is  carrying  on 
thoroughly  and  energetically.  He  is  highly  inter- 
ested in  fine  breeds  of  animals  .and  h.as  at  present 
two  hundred  Merino  sheep  and  some  fine  horses 
and  cattle.  He  keeps  the  thorough  bred  Essex 
stock  upon  which  he  has  taken  the  premium  at 
county  fairs  and  now  h.as  some  thirty  of  those 
upon  his  farm.  He  has  a  first-class  standing 
among  his  fellow-farmers  and  is  now  President  of 
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the  Stoekltiidge  Union  Atjric'iiltiiial  Societ\^  wliicli 
meets  at  Sloekliridge. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  was  upon  March  20,  1883  united 
in  marriage  witli  Jliss  ]Marv  C.  Smith  who  is  like 
licr  husb.and,  a  native  of  Wliite  Oak  Township, 
Ingham  County,  where  she  was  born  April  80. 
IKliO.  This  union  lias  been  crowned  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  the  eldest  being  Glen  S..  the  next 
Ethel,  and  the  younger  children  being  Benjamin 
Harrison  and  Florence. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state,  after  mentioning 
the  name  of  Mr.  Mclntyre's  second  son.  that  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  has 
great  faith  in  the  man  who  now  tills  the  Presi- 
dential chair.  He  has  been  a  leader  in  his  party 
in  local  matters,  and  has  filled  a  number  of  the 
minor  otiiccs,  having  been  especially  efficient  and 
prominent  as  Pathmaster.  Under  his  management 
tlie  highw.ays  of  his  to^\nisliip  have  gained  an  ex- 
cellence for  which  they  are  well-known  througiiout 
Ingham  County,  and  his  incumbency  to  that  office 
has  lieen  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  In  1890  he  had  charge  in  AVhitc  Oak 
Township  of  taking  the  census  and  carried  it 
through  in  good  shape.  His  fine  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  as  fine  land  as  can  be 
found  in  Ingham  County,  and  his  wind-mill  is  a 
marked  imi)rovenient  and  a  decided  help  in  carry- 
ing on  the  farm  work.  Mr.  ^^Iclntyre  is  a  gentle- 
man who  well  deserves  the  name,  and  stands  high 
in  the  social  circles  of  White  Oak  Township.  His 
family  deserve  .and  have  the  liest  wishes  and  kind- 
est regards  of  those  who  associate  with  tliem  upon 
the  intimate  terms  of  neighbors. 


^^|LBERT    M.    DAVIS.       Genoa    Township 
^^Oj    Livingston    County,    is     full    of    farmei-s 
jlj  It    whose  ability,  energy  and  enterprise  have 
i(^  made    them    prominent    and    prosperous, 

and  there  is  probalily  no  one  of  them  whose  rec- 
ord is  more  worthy  of  our  pen  than  he  whose 
name  we  have  just   given.     Ilis   standing   among 


the  people  of  the  .agricultural  district  of  Genoa 
Township,  is  abundantly  attested  by  his  official 
position  in  the  Grange  and  the  respect  which  all 
citizens  liave  for  his  intelligence  is  shown  by  the 
school  offices  which  have  been  his. 

Mr.  Davis"  farm  lies  on  section  17,  (ienoa 
Townslii[),  and  here  he  was  born  March  18,  1843. 
His  father.  .Tohn  J.  Davis,  was  a  native  of  New- 
Jersey  and  liorn  in  1810,  while  the  grandfather, 
Samuel  J.,  \vas  a  native  of  Wiales,  who  came  to 
America  when  quite  young  and  established  him- 
self ui>on  a  farm  in  New  Jerse3'.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  son  John  in  1835  from  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  had  been  living  for  a 
short  time  and  Samuel  J.  Davis  died  here  when 
.about  seventy  years  of  age.  Their  journey  was 
made  by  w.ay  of  the  lake  and  the\'  came  from  De- 
troit to  the  new  home  by  a  team  through  the  mud 
and  over  the  roughest  roads. 

John  J.  Davis  took  up  his  farm  from  the  Gov- 
ernment when  there  were  very  few  settlers  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  but  there  were  Indians  in 
abundance  .and  with  them  they  lived  on  friendly 
terms.  He  hunted  and  fished  and  killed  many 
deer  and  alw.ays  enjoyed  that  part  of  pioneer  life. 
Ann  Arbor  was  the  nearest  market  and  thither  he 
must  go  for  supplies.  He  owned  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  here,  which  he  had  in  excel- 
lent condition.  In  his  religious  belief  lie  was  a 
Umversalist  and  in  politics  he  adhered  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Democratic  party.  He  received  the 
appointment  of  Captain  of  the  State  Militia,  his 
commission  being  made  out  by  (iov.  Harry.  He 
was  exceedingly  useful  in  helping  la^'  out  the 
roads  of  the  township  and  served  sever.al  times  as 
Collector.  His  death  occurred  in  1859  and  he 
was  long  mourned  as  a  useful  and  faithful  fellow- 
citizen. 

The  lady  who  was  the  wife  of  this  pioneer  was 
born  in  Scotland  in  1812,  and  bore  the  name  of 
;Mary  Orr.  She  came  to  America  with  her  broth- 
ers when  sixteen  j-ears  old,  and  for  a  few  years  re- 
sided in  New  York  City  until  her  brothers  came 
to  ^Michigan,  when  she  accompanied  them  and 
made  her  home  in  Washtenaw  Couut3^  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  sul)ject  was  crowned  li_y  the  birth  of 
fo\ir  children,    namely:      .\_gnes    K..    (Mrs.  White- 
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head),  Samuel  J.,  Albert  M.,  and  John  J.  This 
faithful  and  devoted  mother  is  still  living  and  is 
now  with  her  daughter  in  Lunenhurgh  C'ountj', 
Xa.  She  is  a  woman  of  devont  Christian  life  and 
a  eonimun  leant  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  suliject  of  this  narrative  grew  up  among 
the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  remembers  viv- 
idly numerous  encounters  with  Indians,  deer  and 
hears.  lie  took  his  schooling  in  the  log  school- 
house,  sat  upon  the  slab  benches  and  kicked  his 
heels  against  the  pine  legs  thereof.  Entrance  was 
had  to  this  schoolhouse  by  means  of  a  door  which 
was  simply  fastened  with  a  wooden  latch  and  the 
traditional  latch-string,  while  quill  pens  were  the 
instruments  with  which  the  children  practiced 
chirograi)hy.  Somewhat  later  the  boy  attended  a 
select  school  or  seminary  which  was  kept  by  Mrs. 
Dayfoot,  and  he  there  continued  for  two  years. 
Sul sequent  to  this  he  attended  the  High  School  at 
Fenton  for  a  year  and  also  took  one  3'ear  at  Hills- 
dale College.  His  career  at  this  latter  institution 
was  cut  short  by  illness  and  he  had  to  give  up  any 
further  prosecution  of  his  studies.  This  was  a  ser- 
ious disappointment,  as  he  liad  entered  upon  the 
study  of  gecmietry,  Greek  and  Latin  at  Hills- 
dale. 

When  this  youth  was  sixteen  years  old  he  was 
severely  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
after  he  left  school,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
biothers.  carried  on  the  farm  and  finally  he  de- 
cided to  buy  out  the  other  heirs  to  the  estate.  The 
marriage  which  this  young  man  contracted  April 
25,  1866,  brought  to  his  home  Estella  S.  Saxton, 
who  was  born  in  Marion  Township,  this  county. 
January  1-1,  1848.  Their  three  children  are  Rena 
E.,  Oliver  L.  and  Myrtie  M.,  and  all  are  living  ex- 
cept the  last  named,  who  died  when  a  charming 
child  C)f  three  years.  Mrs.  Davis  passed  from  earth 
May  8,  1881,  and  her  devoted  husband  still  mourns 
her  irreparalile  loss. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  belonging  to  INIr.  Davis'  estate 
is  now  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  and  here  he 
carries  on  mixed  farming  and  raises  large  numbers 
of  cattle  and  horses  as  well  as  other  stock.  His 
neat  frame  house  and  his  barns  have  all  been 
erected  under  liis   own    sui)ervision.     His  political 


views  are  in  accordance  with  the  doctrines'  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  Supervisor.  He  has  been  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  township  schools  and  also  School  In- 
spector. 

In  his  religious  life  Mr.  Davis  Is  connected  with 
the  p4)iscopal  Church  and  socially  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order  at  Howell.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  (Trange  and  has  held  every  office 
from  Master  down.  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  farmer  has  also  led  liim  to  identify  himself 
with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  He  was  esteemed  a 
leader  in  many  ways  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  county,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  also  sat  as  dele- 
gate in  the  State  Grange  and  at  county  conven- 
tions of  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  Mr.  Davis  is 
now  officiating  as  President  of  the  Agricultural 
and  Horticultural  Society  of  Livingston  County. 
He  has  also  been  President  of  the  Township  Sun- 
dav-school  Association. 


►J^^ 


UKE  S.  MONTAGUE.  The  bar  and  bench 
has  many  able  representatives  in  Living- 
ix-,  ston  County,  men  who  stand  high  in  their 
professions  because  of  deep  study  of  the  best  au- 
thorities on  legal  lore,  and  men  whose  native  abil- 
ity stands  them  in  good  stead  of  deep  erudition; 
men  who  also  combine  the  two  so  that  their  native 
gifts  are  enhanced  in  value  by  extended  study  and 
research.  Of  these  various  gentlemen  of  various 
attainments  none  stand  higher,  nor  are  their  ser- 
vices more  sought  than  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  Quick,  ingenious,  alert,  thought- 
ful and  a  finlslied  dijilomat,  only  unlooked  for 
contingencies  that  human  eye  could  not  discern 
can  defeat  him  in  a  case  which  he  has  taken  up,  so 
that  his  reputation  is  not  local  but  widespread  and 
extending. 

Unadilla  Township,  this  county,  is  the  place  In 
which  our  subject  was  born  November  2,  1847, 
He  is  a  son  of  Alexander  S.  and  Sarali  F.  (Chip- 
man)  Montague,  natives  of  Greene  and  Wyoming 
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C'ouiitii's.  N.  V.  The  father  had  conic  to  Michi 
gau  in  tliu  year  of  1836,  the  lady  whom  he 
afterward  made  his  wife,  having'  preceded  him 
hither  l)y  a  year.  The  story  as  old  ns  that  vf  Adam 
and  Eve  was  here  repeated  and  tliey  were  married 
in  this  county  Marcli  12.  lH:3it. 

Alexander  Montague,  our  subject's  father  w.as 
reared  on  a  farm  and  early  learned  the  duties  ex- 
pected of  a  farmer's  hoy.  such  as  hoeing,  plowing. 
planting  and  tending  the  stock  so  that  when  he 
came  to  Micliigan  he  was  well  (|ualiHed  to  be  a 
successful  pioneer,  lie  (turchased  the  first  piece 
of  land  that  was  broken  in  Unadilla  Township 
and  there  made  a  model  farm  as  the  years  passed 
])y,  his  tract  comprising  three  liundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  lie  continued  to  reside  on  tliis  place 
until  death  overtook  him,  August  8,  1887.  His 
wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  being 
seventy-one  years  of  age  and  enjoying  in  the  eve- 
ning of  her  life  the  atmosphere  wliieli  is  that  made 
and  impregnated  with  the  s|)irit  of  her  husband 
wlio  was  greatly  honored  as  a  citizen  in  the  local- 
ity. He  was  elected  to  various  pul)lic  otiices,  hav- 
ing been  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Conuni.ssioner  and 
the  incumbent  of  other  offices.  He  cast  his  vote 
and  influence  with  the  followers  of  the  Kepul)lican 
party.  In  cliurch  matters  lie  was  associated  with  his 
wife  in  worsliip  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
vicinity,  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  that  bod}' 
in  Unadilla  Township  and  a  member  for  twenty- 
one  years  of  the  same,  it  lieing  his  sad  privilege  to 
see  all  the  other  organizers  pass  away  before  he 
himself  was  taken.  He  was  a  Ruling  Elder  and  also 
Suijerintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Our  subject's  paternal  progenitor  w.as  a  public- 
spirited  man,  realizing  tlie  advantage  tliat  ever\' 
public  improvement  gives  to  a  locality.  He  gave 
not  only  his  encouragement  but  generously  of  his 
money  and  personal  labor  in  the  building  of 
bridges,  churches  and  sclioolhouses  on  the  site 
where  Unadilla  now  stands  and  which  was  at  the 
time  of  his  advent  here  a  wilderness.  His  father 
and  our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  Luke 
Montague,  his  mother,  Eunice  (Salisbury)  ]Mon- 
tague,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Catskill,  X.  V., 
respectively.  The  former  was  a  fanner  but  early 
in   life  was   engaged  as  a  teacher  and  later  liecame 


a  mercliaiit.  He  liveil  in  Oreene  County  but  re- 
moved to  Oneida  County  and  finally  settled  in 
Caynga  County,  there  eng.aging  in  farming.  He 
came  to  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  Counts'. 
this  State,  in  1826,  purchasing  a  tract  of  tM'O  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  bent  his  energies  toward  im- 
proving. He  also  was  an  ardent  Presbyterian,  being 
a  Ruling  Elder  of  that  body.  Both  of  our  subject's 
grandparents  died  in  Unadilla  Township.  They 
had  seven  children  whose  names  were  Nathaniel  L.. 
Alexander  S..  Elsie.  A.,  Cordelia,  Fanny,  Charlotte 
and  Ruth.  Three  of  these  are  now  living.  Cor- 
delia is  Mrs.  1).  M.  .Joslin;  Charlotte  married  Mr. 
S.  G.  Noble  and  Fanny  is  Mrs.  ().  Chapman. 

Our  suliject's  great-grandfather  was  Nathaniel 
Montague,  a  native  of  Hadlcy,  Mass.  He,  too,  was 
a  farmer  and  had  a  family  of  six  children.  He  was 
a  Presbyterian  and  an  Elder;  he  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  with  his  father,  who  was  Maj. 
Ricliard  Montague,  one  of  the  veterans  who  was 
with  the  Colonial  troops  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  had  a  large  family  and  like 
his  sons  was  a  member  of  the  same  church.  The 
^Montague  family  are  of  English  ancestiy.  The 
lirst  to  leave  his  native  land  was  Richard  Mon- 
tague who  came  to  America  about  1635  and  event- 
ually settled  at  Iladley,  Mass.,  there  engaging  in 
farming. 

The  lady  who  gave  birth  to  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Fitch  Chipman,  whose  wife 
was  previous  to  her  marriage  ]Miss  Susan  Spaf- 
ford.  They  were  natives  of  ^'ermont  but  lived 
for  some  time  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.  The 
former  came  to  Michigan  in  1835  and  settled  in 
Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he 
became  a  large  landowner.  He  was  in  the  AVar  of 
1812  and  wiis  a  memlier  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York  for  three  terms.  Eight  children  were  wel- 
comed to  the  home  (-ircle;  they  are  Hannah  ]\I.. 
Spafford  S.,  Lemuel,  Sarah  F..  Susan,  Frank.  Ade- 
laide and  Fanny.  Only  two  of  these  are  now  liv- 
ing— Spalford  S.  and  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Montague, 
whose  father  w.as  a  ineniliercjf  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Unadilla 
Township. 

^Irs.  Sar.ali  Mont.ague"  grandfather  was  Dr.  Lem- 
uel  Chipman.  his  wife    being  Sarah  ( I'itch)    Chip- 
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man.  They  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York 
respectively,  the  former  l)eing  a  surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  was  at  the  memorable  battle 
of  Bennington,  and  indeed  was  through  the  entire 
war.  Later  he  removed  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  a  large  landowner,  and  he  with 
Oliver  Phelps  owned  all  the  land  in  Sheldon  Town- 
ship, Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  He  lived  and  died  in 
the  town  of  Richmond,  Ontario  County,  having 
had  a  family  of  five  children.  His  wife  was  an  eye 
witness  of  the  surrender  of  Saratoga,  she  being 
with  her  father  at  the  time,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Gates. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  a  famil\- 
of  six  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Louisa, 
now  Mrs.  Edgar  Van  Sickle;  Luke  S.,  our  subject; 
Clara  A.,  now  Mrs.  Chlpman ;  Fitch  C,  Arthur  A., 
and  Frank  E.,all  of  whom  are  residentsin  Living- 
ston County,  this  State.  Our  subject  was  reared  a 
farmer  boy.  After  finishing  the  district  schools  in 
the  vicinity  he  attended  the  Ann  Ailior  High  School 
and  was  graduated  at  the  Michig.an  Normal  School 
in  1869.  Prior  to  this  and  while  a  student  he 
taught  two  terms  of  district  school  and  was  elected 
Princip.al  of  the  Howell  I'liion  School  in  1867-68. 
Taking  up  the  study  of  law  he  entered  that  depart- 
ment of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  fi"l;>m  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1872.  Prior  to  that,  however, 
he  had  read  law  for  a  time  with  ()lne_\-  Ilankins  of 
Ann  Arbor.  After  his  graduation  he  came  to 
Howell  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Andrew 
D.  Waddell,  May  7,  1872,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Waddell  &  Montague.  This  partnership  lasted  un- 
til the  decease  of  the  senior  partner  in  1881. 

Mr.  Montague  has  a  jjleasant  suite  of  rooms  over 
the  McPherson  Bank.  Here  he  first  located  with 
his  partner  and  has  ever  since  continued  in  the  same 
place.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  held 
the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  this  county 
for  four  years.  He  is  also  attorney  for  the  Toledo 
&  Ann  Arbor  Railroad  and  has  done  business  for 
other  railroads.  He  is  connected  with  various 
manufacturing  enterprises,  being  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  electric  light  company  of  this  place. 
Outside  of  his  legal  interests  he  is  a  large  property 
owner  in  the  county  and  has  besides  large  amounts 
of  pine  lands  in  ^lichigau.  Mississippi  and  Florida. 


He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference  and 
and  has  been  Chairman  of  county  conventions  for 
a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Montague's  practice  is  not 
confined  to  this  locality  but  extends  to  other  States. 
He  has  a  beautiful  home  on  Gr.and  River  Street, 
containing  four  acres  of  ground  which  is  most  at- 
tractively laid  out  and  has  a  fine  residence.  The 
presiding  spirit  over  his  home-life  is  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  united  December  15,  1886.  She  was 
prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Ella  Briggs,  daughter 
of  Henry  C.  Briggs,  of  Howell,  one  of  the  popular 
men  of  this  county.  Thej'  have  one  child  living, 
a  daughter  a  few  weeks  old. 


f?  YMAN  PICKARD.  The  gentleman  whom 
we  here  represent,  is  one  who  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  the  business  community,  who 
consider  his  word  .as  good  .as  his  bond.  He  may 
well  be  classed  among  the  intelligent  and  thrifty 
citizens  of  Locke  Township.  Ingham  County,  and 
lioth  he  and  his  intelligent  wife  are  most  highly  re- 
spected members  of  society.  He  is  a  native  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  .July  14,  1828. 
His  parents,  .Jonathan  N.  and  Mary  (Countryman) 
I'ickard.  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Canada, 
resi)ectively,  the  Pickards  being  early  settlers  in 
the  Mohawk  Valley  in  New  York.  Jonathan  l^ick 
ard  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in  1846 
he  migrated  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Locke  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  this  family  the  following 
survive:  Jacob,  I>yman,  Mary  (Mrs.  William  15ar- 
ber),  and  Martha  (Mrs.  Hiram  Johnson).  The  La- 
ther was  one  of  the  early  representative  pioneers 
of  this  region,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
I>yman  l^ickard  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  thoroughly 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  which  was 
granted  him.  He  has  pursued  a  thorough  and  sys- 
tematic course  of  reading,  and  has  ever  kept  him- 
self well-informed  in  regard  to  matters  of  public 
interest. 

Lucv  Lane  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady  wlio 
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liecame  Mia.  Pickard  in  liS.tO.aiid  to  her  wuiv  <ii:iiiUm1 
three  cliildreii,  tlie  two  now  livinii  lieino-  Rinaldo 
ami  Anu'lia.  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Elmer  Watkins. 
of  the  Inited  liretliren  C'lmi'eh.  After  the  death 
of  the  mother  of  tliesie  children,  Mr.  Pickard  oon- 
traeted  a  ireeond  marriage  with  Elizabetli  C'uer.  who 
had  been  a  teacher  in  the  public  school.  Hy  her  he 
had  i-ix  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Lucy,  wife  of  Ilarley  Clark,  Lj^man  P>.,  Newman, 
Ivan  and  Cora. 

He  of  whom  we  write  became  one  of  the  brave 
lioys  in  blue,  who  fought  dui-ing  the  Civil  War  in 
defense  of  tiie  I'nion.  lie  eidisted  .Septemlier  4, 
18()4,  in  the  Foiu-tecnth  ^Michigan  Infantry,  and 
was  principally  on  detached  duty,  lieing  stationed 
at  Jackson,  ^Micli.  His  lionorable  discharge  was 
granted  in  June,  lH(u>.  and  he  novv  receives  a  pen- 
sion of  ¥fi  a  month.  His  fine  tract  of  .seventy  acres 
has  l)een  gained  through  his  fiwn  unaided  efforts. 
For  years  he  h. as  been  amemlier  of  the  Local  Sclu)0l 
Board  in  various  capacities.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  his  jjolitica)  preference,  and  an  active  wide- 
awake man,  working  lu'artily  for  every  movement 
wliich  will  promote  the  social,  industrial  and  linau- 
ci.'d  success  of  the  countv. 


OX.  FRANK  .AI.  FOCG.  A  broad  ex|)er- 
ience  embracing  life  u|)on  two  continents, 
has  been  granted  to  the  gentleman  of 
■s§))  whom  we  now  write,  and  with  this  experience 
lie  has  gainecl  lireadth  of  vh'w  and  soundness  of 
juduinent  wliiMi  added  to  his  natur;dly  keen  abili- 
ties and  thorough  course  of  study,  have  made  him 
a  man  among  men.  worthy  of  the  respect  and  ad- 
iiiii-.-itiou  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lives.  Our 
>ubject  was  born  in  the  year  1854  in  Deerlield,  N. 
11.,  and  at  an  early  age  he  learned  the  practical  ex- 
periences of  a  farmer's  boy.  He  cajne  of  good 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  which  settled  in  New  Hampshire 
in  tlie  early  da\s,  his  father  being  Natlian  Fogg 
and  his  grandfather  Orrin,  both  natives  of  New 
IIami)shire.  His  grandfather  took  part  in  the  War 
of  1K12.  and    his  father,  who   now   resides   in  New 


York  City,  was  a  farmer  in  Deerlield,  N.  II.,  and 
Lewiston,  Me.  His  nu)tlier  is  of  old  Fnglish  stock 
and  liorc  the  maiden  name  of  Isabel  Morrill.  She 
was  born  in  Stansted,  Quebec,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
F.  C.  ^lorrill.  a  farmer,  who  w.as  in  the  Canadian 
Army  duruig  the  W.ar  of  I.S12.  and  died  in  that 
country. 

From  eai'liest  childhood  young  Fogg  showed 
signs  of  talent,  beginning  school  at  the  age  of 
three  years  and  making  such  rapid  }nogress  as  to 
have  conquered  (4reenleaf 's  Arithmetic  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years.  When  he  was  onl\'  eight  years 
old  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  great  political 
excitement  prevailed.  Even  the  young  held  de- 
l»ating  societies.and  this  child  took  part  upon  every 
such  occasion,  speaking  or  declaiming.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  from  hf)me  to  attend 
school  at  Hampton  Falls.  N.  II.,  where  he  worked 
for  his  board  and  also  attended  school  at  Dearborn 
Academy,  at  Seabrook,  N.  II.  Here  he  walked  two 
miles  e.aeli  way  in  going  to  and  from  school, 
milked  eleven  cows  night  and  morning  and  acted 
as  general  chore  boy.  The  following  years  he 
alternated  school  work  with  work  at  the  shoe  bench 
and  in  the  hay  field,  attending  successively  the 
Putnam  Free  Sciiool  and  the  New  Hampton  Insti- 
tute. At  this  latter  pl.ace  he  showe<l  so  clearU'  his 
aliilities  .as  a  logical  debator  and  a  student  of  his- 
tory that  he  was  nicknamed  the  Young  Napoleon, 
and  the  following  winter  through  tlie'ad\ice  of 
the  Hon.  J.  D.  Pliiliirick  of  lio.-ton.  he  entered  the 
Nichols  Latin  School  and  continued  his  prepara- 
tion for  college. 

The  difticulties  connected  with  teaching  boys  of 
his  own  age  in  the  "Hard  Scrabble"  district  at 
Poland  were  brightened  by  the  fact  tliat  here  the 
yonng  man  met  ^liss  Julia  Additon,  who,  in  1X75, 
became  his  wife.  ^Vfter  completinij  the  ten  weeks 
of  this  term  of  school  he  entered  Phillips  Academy 
at  Exeter,  N.  IL,  and  completed  his  prei)aration  for 
college.  He  now  changed  his  method  of  self-sup- 
port In'  serving  as  .a  table  waitei-  at  the  sununer 
ivsorts  in  the  White  Mountains,  and  as  it  was  then 
customary  for  students  to  take  this  work,  he  found 
congenial  companionsliip  among  his  fellow  workers 
and  a|)|)reciati\'e  and  wealthy  friends  among  the 
aucsts  whom  he  served.     At  \-arious    times  -lie  re- 
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ui'ived  help  from  the  renowned  Dr.  Schenk  and 
tlie  millionaire  Rockefeller,  who  continued  hisi  lib- 
cial  help  until  he  saw  tlie  young  man  through 
college. 

After  completing  his  course  at  Bates  College  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon.  M.  T.  Ludden 
of  Le*iston  and  in  fourteen  months  was  admitted 
to  the  Androscoggin  bar,  passing  as  some  of  the 
committee  said,  the  best  law  examination  of  any 
young  man  ever  admitted  to  that  bar.  He  prac- 
ticed, however,  but  a  short  time,  as  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  1876 awakened  his  interest  in  p((litical 
questions  and  he  became  an  earnest  worker  in  tlie 
ranks  of  the  ( Ireenbackers  and  was  soon  advanced 
to  a  position  of  leadership.  This  led  him  into  con- 
nection with  the  Hon.  Solon  Chase  in  the  })ulilica- 
tion  of  the  "(lironicle"  at  Auburn,  Me.  In  Jan- 
uary. 187'.»,  he  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  to  a 
seat  in  the  Executive  Council  and  as  a  member  of 
that  body  he  was  instrumental  in  exposing  various 
corrupt  schemes.  He  believes  in  the  strict  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  and  laws  and  their 
rigid  enforcement,  and  he  is  a  true  representative 
of  the  labor  element.  He  has  addressed  thousands 
of  people  in  the  finest  halls  and  opera  houses  in 
the  country  and  has  won  a  reputation  as  a  public 
speaker.  He  was  nominated  for  Congress  in  1880, 
and  made  a  magnificent  run  for  that  olfice,  but  was 
defeated. 

Selling  the  "Chnmicle",  .Mr.  Fogg  purchased  a 
farm,  near  Lewiston,  his  father  going  security  in 
the  purchase.  Upon  this  land  was  a  fine  timbered 
tract  of  lieech  .and  maple  and  he  went  into  the 
wo(^ds  with  five  men  and  cliop|ied  cord  wood  all 
winter,  thus  being  able  to  pay  for  his  land  in  the 
spring.  A  year  later  he  sold  this  property  and 
coming  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1882,  located  in 
L.ansing,  and  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Lan- 
sing "Sentinel "  and  in  eomi)an\'  with  J.  M.  Potter 
managed  that  paper  until  the  campaign  of  1886. 

A  New  York  mining  comp.any  now  secured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Fogg?  to  take  charge  of  a  mining  es- 
tate in  Africa,  and  in  November,  1886,  he  left  New 
York  on  the  steamship  "Ethiopia"  for  Clasgow, 
Scotland,  and  in  London  secured  from  the  Cov- 
ernment  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  (Toveriior 
of  the  (iold  Coast  in  Africa,  and  an  order  demand- 


ing that  he  should  have  all  the  |)riili(li(iii  lln'  iOn- 
glish  Government  could  give  him.  which  onler 
was  thoroughly  complied  with.  He  sailed  from 
Liverpool  on  the  steamer  '"Opobo",  Capt.  Norman. 
It  was  a  trading  vessel  and  as  it  stopped  at  all  the 
principal  ports  on  the  west  coasts  of  Africa,  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  visiting  them. 

Reaching  the  Gulf  of  (4uinea  our  subject  jour- 
neyed inland  to  the  gold  mines  which  were  situ- 
ated on  a  branch  of  the  Niger  River.  It  was  a 
hazardous  undertaking,  .as  every  white  man  who 
had  previously  visited  the  mines  had  died.  This 
estate  was  three  hundred  miles  from  the  coast  and 
was  worked  by  taking  off  first  eight  feet  of  soil, 
then  a  lajer  of  plumbago,  and  then  the  miners 
came  to  from  eight  to  fourteen  inches  of  gold-pay- 
ing-dirt. In  the  vicinity  of  the  mines  they  found 
plenty  of  ebony,  mahogany  and  the  rubber  trees. 
Mr.  Fogg  remained  there  .about  a  year  and  had 
numerous  adventures  with  the  natives,  who  more 
than  once  became  mutinous.  When  Mr.  Fogg  re- 
turned to  England  he  brought  back  with  him 
^25,000  worth  of  gold  dust,  half  of  wliicli  was  his 
share  of  the  profits,  and  he  also  brought  b.ack,  by 
the  orders  of  the  company,  the  bones  of  the  two 
superintendents  who  had  preceded  him.  His  con- 
stitution was  terrilily  racked  by  the  climatic  fever 
which  had  gradually  taken  hold  of  him,  and  he 
was  reduced  to  almost  a  skeleton.  After  reaching 
Liverpool  it  was  several  weeks  before  he  could 
travel  and  he  then  spent  some  four  months  in  trips 
through  Europe  and  Great  Britain  and  returned  to 
New  York  in  July,  reaching  Lansing  in  August, 
188iS.  He  intends  some  day  to  form  a  stock  com- 
(lany  and  return  to  the  gold  coasts,  build  a  rail- 
road and  develop  the  mines,  and  says  there  is  a 
fortune  in  it  for  all  concerned. 

Since  his  return  to  Lansing,  our  subject  has  en- 
gaged in  his  practi(;e  as  an  attorney,  although  lie 
devotes  a  large  share  of  his  time  to  dealings  in 
real  estate.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  O'Brian  County,  Iowa,  as  well  as  sixteen  lots  at 
Martha's  \'ineyaid  and  he  also  oversees  his  wife's 
interests,  as  she  has  a  handsome  [iroperty  of  some 
^20,0()().  Several  fine  residences  in  Lansing  are  in 
his  possession.  Since  his  return  from  Africa  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Consolidated  Stock 
and  Petroleum  Exchange  of  New  York. 
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SiiU't'  his  ri'tuiD  to  America  Mr.  Fogg  bas  taken 
quite  !i  |i.'irt  in  polities,  and  was  eli.airman  of  the 
Anti-monopolist  State  C'onvention  in  lS8-t,  wliieli 
nominated  Jlr.  Mills  for  Governor,  and  also  chair- 
man of  the  Congressional  Convention  of  this  dis- 
trict for  the  (ireenli.ick  Labor  party,  which  office 
he  occupied  for  three  terms.  He  was  also  Secretary 
of  the  I'nion  Labor  State  Central  Committee  fc^r 
one  j'ear.  At  the  Fusion  Convention,  when  the 
Democrats  and  Greenbackers  joined  forces,  lie  was 
chairm.an  of  the  Congressional  Committee,  and 
made  the  nominating  speech,  putting  forward  the 
Hon.  .folin  II.  Fedewa  of  St.  .Johns  for  Congress. 
He  is  a  memljer  of  the  Free  and  Acce])tcd  M.asons, 
tlie  Knights  of  Labor  and  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 
His  five  children  bear  the  names  of  Oriin.  Nathan. 
Frank.  .lames  and  (Jeorge. 


=1^- 


^^\  KS.  CLAKISSA  (MOON)  .STFUNES.  "A 
perfect  woman  nobly  planned,  to  warn, 
to  comfort  and  ctmimand.'"  The  great 
poet,  Wordswortli.  could  not  have  found 
a  worthier  illustration  of  the  woman  he  had 
in  mind  at  the  time  of  writing  his  exquisite  verses 
laudatory  of  the  virtues  of  the  gentler  .sex,  than 
she  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch;  one 
whose  heart  is  tender  and  sympathetic,  yet  whose 
hand  is  Arm  to  soothe  and  to  heal  the  sick  world 
that  leans  on  her;  one  who  has  endured  much 
trouble  and  sorrow,  the  heavy  hand  of  affliction 
having  been  laid  iijjon  her  more  than  once,  and  yet 
she  has  .accepted  weal  or  woe  with  loving  trust  and 
resignation. 

Mrs.  Sternes  is  the  daughter  of  Tliom.as  and 
Flizabelh  (Gaidner)  Moon,  who  were  nativi«  of 
I->ngland  and  Canada,  respectively.  The  former 
came  to  this  country,  first  locating  in  Canada  when 
a  young  man  .and  eng.aged  in  farming.  He  soon 
acquired  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
which  he  stocked  with  tilooded  animals.  This  place 
he  lived  on  through  life.  By  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Canada  he  had  eight  children, 
four  of  wlumi  are  now  living.     Tlie\'  are  our  suli- 


ject,  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  AVilliam.  Catherine 
is  now  Mrs.  Bell,  of  Canada;  Elizabeth  married  the 
Rev.  William  Cookand  lives  in  Jlicliigan;  Willi.am 
is  a  farmer  in  Canada.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandsire  was  Thomas  INIoon.  a  native  of  England, 
who  there  lived  and  died  and  who  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling, 
wliich  was  that  of  a  farmer.  Tlie  maternal  grand- 
parents were  .John  and  Catherine  (Shibley)  Gardner. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  advan- 
tages offered  in  Canada  in  an  educational  way. 
She  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage  in 
1847  to  the  Rev.  Ashford  Diamond,  who  w.as  born 
in  Canada  and  there  also  educated.  He  was  the 
son  of  Robert  and  Soiihia  (Smith)  Diamond,  natives 
of  Canada,  where  they  were  employed  as  farmers 
and  were  ])eople  of  good  financial  standing.  They 
moved  to  Michigan  about  1851  and  settled  in  the 
county  of  Tuscola,  where  thej'  were  engaged  in 
farming  until  their  decease.  After  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  the  young  couple  lived  in  Canada 
for  five  years  where  the  liusband  was  engaged  in 
farming.  In  18.51  they  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Tuscola  County  where  Mr.  Di.amond 
took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  farmed  for 
some  years.  While  thus  engaged  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  ministry  and  began  to  prepare 
himself  for  that  work,  favoring  the  Protestant 
Methodist  denomination.  He  completed  his  course 
of  study  and  went  upon  tiie  circuit  and  continued 
to  be  thus  occupied  until  his  decease.  During  his 
ministerial  work  he  moved  his  family  to  Handy 
Township  and  preaclied  his  Last  memorable  sermon 
in  the  liaiidall  schoolhouse  two  miles  north  of 
Fowlerville,  jiassing  away  the  following  night. 
During  the  service  on  that  last  day  he  pau.sed  in 
his  discourse  and  asked  if  any  of  the  congregation 
wished  to  say  a  word  for  .lesus.  There  was  no  re- 
sponse, and  he  continued.  "I  see,  looking  C)ver 
these  seats,  many  gray  haired  men  like  myself,  and 
we  shall  soon  go  to  the  beyond."  Afterward  he 
said  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  his  mother's  hand 
rested  upon  his  head  while  he  was  preaching,  urging 
him  to  pre.«s  forward,  and  also  that  he  could  see  his 
little  cliildren  who  had  gone  before,  flitting  by  on 
angel  wings  that  were  tipped  with  gold  and  chant- 
ing the  glad   hos.anuas  before  the  throne.     He  was 
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Uniiwii  far  and  m-ar  and  the  tesliinoiiy  of  those 
wlio  knew  and  loved  him  is  tender  and  beautiful 
and  a  triliute  that  anyone  might  wish  to  have. 
lie  died  in  this  township  in  18.55.  He  left  a  widow 
and  eight  children,  four  of  whom  only  are  now 
living.  They  are  Tiiomas,  Henry,  Emily  and  Will- 
iam. Thomas  married  Mary  Harris;  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  eliihl,  M'illiam.  Henry  married 
Kllen  Hayner,  and  is  the  father  of  foiu'  children — 
Carrie,  Ashford,  Mary  and  Eva.  Emily  is  the  wife 
of  Eayette  (irant  and  has  one  child,  a  daughter, 
whose  name  is  Alta  E.  William  married  Maggie 
Tayhir;   lie  is  a  jjliysieian  of  great  po])\darlty. 

The  lady  of  whom  we  wri.te  was  married  a. second 
time,  her  i)resent  husband  being  Allen  C.  Sternes; 
they  now  reside  on  section  .'?.'5,  Handy  Townsliip, 
where  they  have  a  yery  line  home.  Mrs.  Sternes 
is  a  niembei'  of  the  Protestant  ]\Iethodist  Churcli 
and  one  of  tlie  noble  women  of  the  township. 


^p5iE()R(iE  W.  ANDREWS.  It  is  a  favorite 
ml  (-— ,  figure  of  speech  wilh  poets  and  literary 
'^^^  people  in  general  to  ('ompare  death  with 
sleep.  Jt  is  a  false  comparison,  however,  for  death 
is  not  a  sleep,  but  an  awakening  to  a  more  intense 
and  active  life — one  in  which  the  scope  for  good 
is  greater  than  in  our  ciicumscribed  sphere  on  this 
terrestrial  globe.  Our  subject  jiassed  from  earth 
on  January  2,  1882,  and  his  widow,  Mrs.  Electa  1'. 
Andrews,  dictates  this  tribute  to  the  companion 
who  was  to  her  a  hero  and  who  by  the  charm  of 
his  |)resence  and  beautiful  principles  of  right  held 
her  in  the  inner  shrine  of  his  heart. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  born  in  ^lilford,  Mich., 
February  22,  1838.  His  parents  came  to  this  State 
at  an  early  day  and  tiie  lad  was  orphaned  while  a 
mere  babe,  his  mother  l)eing  taken  away  when  he 
was  three  months  old  and  his  father  when  three 
years  old.  After  tliat  he  was  sent  to  New  York  and 
was  reared  b^'  an  luicle  until  twenty  years  of  .age. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited  Init  by 
careful  reading  and  diligent  study  he  became  well 
e<lucated.  .and    after    lilting  himself    for    the  active 


work  of  manhood  he  returned  to  the  scene  of  his 
nativity  and  settled  in  Oceola  Township,  Living- 
ston County.  Later  he  removed  to  Corunna  Town- 
ship, Shiawassee  County. 

^Ir.  Andrews  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Electa  P.  Wilcox  in  18(11.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Alonzo  and  Sarah  (Dean)  Wilcox,  natives  of  New 
york  and  Vermont  respectively.  Her  father  came 
to  ^lichigan  in  an  early  day  and  died  in  Fowler- 
ville,  Livingston  County.  The  mother  passed 
away  May  26,  1890.  A  family  of  ten  children 
clustered  around  the  heads  of  the  household;  their 
names  are  .as  follows:  Lauson,  Edwin,  Rylaud  S., 
Lovina,  now  Mrs.  AVhitaker;  Electa  (Mrs.  An- 
drews), Julius,  Mrs.  Julia  Seims,  Matilda,  Mrs. 
Frank  Abbott, Mrs.  Josephine  Keeckler  and  (ieorge 
W.  The  father  w.as  a  Democrat  and  the  church 
associations  of  the  family  were  with  the  iSIetlKxlist 
P^piscopal  body. 

Our  subject  lived  at  Corunna  two  years  and 
thence  moved  to  Iowa  where  he  continued  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  at  Deerfield,  later  moving  on  .sec- 
tion 5,  Handy  Township,  in  1873,  purchasing 
a  little  less  than  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  were  some  few  im])rovements.  He  here 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  bent  his  ener- 
gies to  improving  his  land  until  overtaken  by 
death  in  1882.  The  home  that  they  have  made 
here  is  ideal  in  its  rural  simiilicity  and  general 
agricultural  neatness  and  itroductiveness.  In  the 
rear  of  the  house  is  a  large  red  barn,  which  is  ex- 
ceptionally fine.  There  is  also  an  orchard.  The 
work  of  the  farm  is  now  carried  by  Mrs.  An- 
drews' sons.  They  devote  themselves  to  general 
farming. 

Mrs.  Andrews  is  a  lady  of  marked  (lersonality, 
having  unusu.al  executive  ability  and  a  line  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods.  Her  husband  was 
always  the  object  of  the  greatest  respect  and  ad- 
miration amfuig  his  .associates  in  their  vicinity. 
Having  learned  the  surveyor's  art,  he  was  often 
called  upon  to  survey  for  roads  and  in  establish- 
ing lines  for  estates.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  important  men  in  the  township.  Po- 
litically he  was  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party.      Their    family    comprised    three    children. 
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Tlie  ehlet^l    son.   Tliaddeii*    C,  married    Miss   Ida 

(iriiidliim.  and  is  now  tlie  proud  fatlicr  of  one 
danuliU'r — Myrtle.  The  youni;er  t-liildivn  are 
lU-njaniin  V..  and  Helen  K.  They  liave  received 
a  <>ood  edneation  and  are  aeei)ni|)lishcd  as  well  as 
praelieal  young  iieo[)le. 


GEORGE  W.  BARN KS.  The  sturdy  Eniilish 
ancestry  from  which  oursuliject  is  descended 
has  given  him  the  true  ^\.ngIo-Saxou  traits 
of  temperament  and  character.  These  are  a  heri- 
tau'e  wliich  is  more  potent  f^>r  the  success  of  any 
man  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver.  Mi-. 
Barnes  was  born  in  Auburn.  ^'.  Y.,  February  22, 
1,S4().  hi.-  parents  being  John  and  Winifred  ( liarnes) 
Barnes. 

John  Barnes.  Sr..  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  English  birth,  where  he  belonged  to  the  yeo- 
manry, and  al.-o served  his  country  as  a  soldier  and 
sailor.     His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Pajiie,  who  bore  to 
hiin  four  sons,  Thomas,  Joseph,  George  and  Jolin, 
and  four  daughters,  Sarah,  Mary.  "Winifred   and 
Ann.      The  father  came  to  New  York  wlien  he  was 
tiftv  years  old  and  settleil  in  Auburn,  and  in    1848 
came  to  Tyrone  Township.  Livingston  County,  and 
settled  on   eighty    acres    of   land    on    section    15. 
Here  lu'  and  his  good  wife  passed  away  from  earth. 
Thev   were  l>oth  old-school   Baptists  in  their  early 
vears  and  later  were  connected  with  the  JMethodist 
Episcopal    (liurch.      When    he    flrst    curae   to  this 
country   he   emliraeed   the  doctrines  of   the   Whig 
partv  and  afterward  became  a  Republican  in  senti- 
ment, and  took  a  great  interest  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  for  the  maintenance  of  the   I'nion,  and 
died  in  1865.     His  son  John,  the  father  of  our  sul)- 
ject,  was  l)orn  in  England,  as   was  also   the  voung 
woman  who  became  his  wife. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  Auliurn.  N. 
Y.,  after  first  coming  to  this  country,  and  later 
came  to  Michigan.  The  best  opportunities  to  lie 
gained  in  the  district  schools  were  eagerly  embraced 
by  our  subji'cl  and, he  remained  in  the  East  till  he 
reached    hi-    majority,  when   he  eame  to  Micliigan 


with  his  grandparents  and  began  independent 
farming  operations.  In  September.  1861,  (ieorge 
Barnes  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Thinl  ]\Iichigan 
Cavalry,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  New 
Madrid,  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  the  battles  of 
luka,  Jackson,  Coldwatcr  and  llatchie,  and  in  all 
some  fifteen  battles  and  skirmishes.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Sergeant  in  July,  1862,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  years  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  He  immediately  re-enlisted  in  the  Fif- 
ty-first Missouri  Infantry  as  a  i)rivate  and  was 
made  recruiting  ofHcer.  He  became  Sergeant- 
Major  and  was  long  on  guard  duty.  In  August, 
1865  he  received  his  final  discharge  at  St.  Louis. 

Upon  his  return  to  Michigan  the  young  soldier 
devoted  himself  to  farming  for  two  years  and  then 
removed  to  Nebraska,  but  two  years  later  returned 
to  this  State  and  has  spent  his  time  since  that  in 
Tyrone  and  Brighton  Townships.  While  in 
Neln-aska  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  but 
for  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
farming.  His  beautiful  farmhouse  stands  upon  an 
estate  of  fifty  acres,  on  section  27.  and  everything 
about  the  farm  reflects  credit  upon  the  man  who  is 
carrying  it  on.  In  his  otlicial  cai)acily  he  has 
served  the  township  .as  Clerk  for  five  years  arid  is 
on  his  fifth  term  as  Supervisor.  He  is  active  in  his 
devotion  to  the  Democratic  party  and  has  great 
faith  in  its  ultimate  success. 

It  is  a  pleasant  task  to  recovil  the  niarital  union 
of  two  whole-souled  and  true-hearted  })eople  such 
as  our  subject  and  Laiu'a  C.  Slay  ton,  whose  wed- 
ding day  was  October  6,  18(i7.  This  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Melinda  (Hamilton)  Slay- 
ton,  who  were  born  in  Whitestown,  Oneida  County, 
N,  Y,,  and  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively. 
Their  daughter  had  her  liirth  in  Tyrone  Township 
April  25,  1847.  The  father  of  Alonzo  Slayton  was 
Daniel  Slay  ton,  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  who  mar- 
ried Lucy  Roberts  and  at  his  death  left  a  widow, 
two  daughters  and  three  sons.  His  widow  subse- 
quently married  a  Mr.  Porter,  by  whom  she  had 
one  daughter,  and  she  finally  passed  her  last  days 
in  JIacomb  County,  ilich. 

The  life  story  of  Alonzo  Slayton  is  one  of  inter- 
est. He  was  born  December  20,  1  S(I4,  and  entered 
the  regular  armv,  where  he  reached  the  rank  of  a 
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Sergeant  and  took  part  in  the  contiicts  during  tlu' 
the  Bhick  Hawk  War.  In  IMii  lie  came  to  M.aeonih 
County,  this  State,  where  his  niotlier  was  living, 
and  afterward  settled  upon  a  fine  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  Tyrone  Township,  this 
county.  This  he  cleared  and  placed  under  good 
cultivation,  and  had  obtained  from  it  splendid 
crops,  when  he  died,  ^lay  22,  l!S61.  He  had  served 
his  township  as  both  Supei'visor  and  .Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  in  1844  his  superior  abilities  and  excel- 
lent judgment  had  raised  hiin  to  tlie  oltice  of  Asso- 
ciate .Judge  of  Livingston  County.  Besides  his 
training  as  a  farmer  he  had  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  was  occasionally  called  upon  to  [)raclice  it. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  arable 
land,  lie  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife  lieing 
Eliza  C'ovil,  and  his  second  wife  being  Melinda 
llaniillou,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Barnes  and  daughter 
of  Hugh  and  Klsie  (Shipman)  Hamilton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnes  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
thild.  I'earl  M.,  and  in  their  home  are  to  lie  foiuid 
not  only  the  comforts  t)f  this  life,  but  true  hai'mony 
and  happiness. 


r 


'kJi  RS.  ELIZA  M.  CLAKK.  The  ownei-  of  the 
model  little  farm  of  eiglity  acres  located 
on  section  3.  llartland  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  IS  a  lady  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  having  been  born  in  Tyrone  Townshii),  this 
county.  .lanuary  18,  1847.  Her  father  w.as  Amos 
Dexter,  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  was  reared 
until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  lH,'i8.  He  located  at 
once  in  Tyrone  Township,  tiiis  county,  there  being 
but  few  improvements  on  the  i)lace  which  he  pnr- 
cliased.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  fol- 
k)wed  his  calling  even  after  he  had  located  liere, 
setting  up  his  forge  upon  his  farm.  He  died  on  the 
26th  of  March,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  During  his  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Free 
^Methodist  Church,  in  which    body  he  was  an  ex- 


horter  and  a  most  devoted  worker.  He  w.as  well 
known  throughout  the  county  and  enjoyed  the  re- 
spect of  all  his  neighbors  and  associates. 

Mrs.  Clark's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days 
Miss  Lovicy  Brooks,  a  native  of  New  York,  there 
born  in  LSI  1.  She  was  married  in  her  native  State 
-January  2'.»,  1m;30.  She  died  March  2!),  IK'.ll.atthe 
good  old  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  .and  of  these  eight 
are  now  living.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  eleventh  child 
and  seventh  daughter.  The  names  are  as  follows: 
WilliaTn,  deceased;  Ruth;  .John,  deceased;  Mariam; 
Sarah,  deceased;  Martha;  Mary  Ann,  deceased;  .Vbi, 
Annie,  Amos,  the  last  of  whom  died  in  the  service 
of  his  country;  Kliza  AL,  Celestine  and  Josej)!). 

Mrs.  Clark  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage, 
which  took  place  Seittember  l.i,  1868.  While  yet 
a  young  lady  she  had  accpiired  a  rei)Utation  for 
being  a  most  accomplished  honsewife  as  well  as  an 
intelligent  and  ca|)able  young  woman.  She  united 
her  fate  for  belter  or  worse  with  that  of  Lanson 
K.  Clark,  who  was  a  native  of  this  State,  township 
and  county,  and  w,as  bfirn  December  18,  1844.  He 
was  the  son  of  Lee  (iiand  .and  Catherine  Vroman 
Clark.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
l)lace  and  was  considered  one  of  the  j-oung  men 
with  brightest  prospects  of  that  township.  He  en- 
listed in  1862  in  the  AVar  of  the  Reliellion.  joining 
Comijany  E,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  of 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  after  an  honorable  service 
during  which  he  saw  much  hard  fighting  he  re- 
ceived his  discharge  at  Alexandria,  A'a.,  June  4, 
1865.  and  was  mustered  out  at  AYashington  June 
28,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Michigan.  In  <me  battle  he  was  wounded  by  a 
ninsket  shot  which  lodged  in  his  head,  and  although 
it  was  not  immediately  fatal  he  never  recovered 
from  its  etfects,  it  causing  his  death  in  1889.  He 
was  buried  in  the  llartland  Cemetery  amid  the  most 
deferential  honors  |)aid  by  a  large  concourse  of 
relatives  and  friends.  He  w.as  a  noble,  Christian 
man,  and  very  well  known  in  the  county,  also 
thoroughly  liked  by  all  who  knew  him,  although 
he  was  an  invalid  much  of  the  time  during  his  lat- 
ter years.  His  wife  was  his  con.stant  companion 
.and  guardian  during  this  time. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


723 


Mrs.  C'l.irk  is  the  mother  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughter.?,  whose  names  are  in  order 
of  l)irth  as  follows:  Rosa  .\dell,  Anna  Delilia  and 
.Vnson  Dellicrt  (twins),  Amos  Lee  Grand,  Joseph 
Calvin,  Hlanche  Lovii-y  and  Lan,son  A.  C.  The 
eldest  daugiiter  is  the  wife  of  Berton  E.  Pearson; 
they  reside  in  Milford,  Oakland  County, this  State. 
Anson  Delliert  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years  and 
ten  months,  and  Amos  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years,  one  month  and  nine  days.  The  other  chil- 
dren are  still  at  liomo  with  their  mother,  brighten- 
ing her  life  in  an  endeavor  to  return  the  loving 
affection  and  care  which  she  has  lavished  upon  them 
in  their  early  youth.  Mrs.  Clark  is-  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  good  land  which  she  rents,  and  this 
brings  her  in  a  very  comfintalile   income. 


— {- 
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?lNOS    SOWLE.     Tlie    owner   of   the    excel- 
lently   cultivated    farm,    comprising    one 
i^  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  on  section 


33.  Howell  Township.  Livingston  County,  has  wit- 
nes.sed  the  growth  of  this  immediate  section  of  the 
country,  he  himself  having  come  here  in  18.0.5, 
when  the  woods  were  still  in  their  virgin  state, 
and  tlie  deer,  wildcat  and  wolves  were  more  fre- 
quent visitors  llian  any  of  liis  own  kind.  He 
built  a  slianty  in  the  midst  of  this  wilderness  and 
made  that  his  home  for  a  numlier  of  years.  Then 
as  his  condition,  linancially,  was  bettered,  he  built 
his  present  commodious  and  comfortable  dwelling, 
which  is  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  enjo.yment  of 
life.  He  keeps  a  great  deal  of  slock,  among  which 
are  tine  grade  cattle  and  a  large  iiuinlnr  of  horses 
and  sheep. 

The  original  of  this  slicU-li  wn,-  burn  in  Tomp- 
kin.s  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  townsliip  of  Danbury, 
on  the  8th  of  June,  1826.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Florilla  ( Dikeman)  Sowle,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York,  respectively.  The  former 
was  a  mechanic  by  calling,  and  after  a  lifetime 
spent  in  tlie  stiuggle  with  the  exigencies  of  exist- 
ence, his  decease  occurred  in  C.ayuga  County-,  N.  Y. 
His   widow    came    to   Michigan    in    184fi.  with   a 


family  of  children;  her  sons-in-law.  with  their 
families,  accomi)anied  her.  making  in  all  a  party  of 
nineteen  persons.  They  settled  in  the  townshii) 
of  Handy,  tliis  county,  where  they  purch.ased  land. 
There  our  su))ject"s  mother  [lassed  away  fi-oiii  tliis 
life  in  September,  18;j2. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  brougiil  u|i  a  fanner 
lad  and  drilled  in  the  agricultural  science,  not  as 
it  is  accomplished  at  the  present  time,  but  Ijy  the 
hardest  manual  la])or.  The  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation were  received  prior  to  his  coining  to  Michi- 
gan, and  indeed  he  had  not  many  advantages 
after  reaching  the  age  of  ten  years,  for  at  that 
time  he  commenced  to  be  self-supporting,  w<nking 
out  and  receiving  #3.25  per  month  for  his  services. 
To  appreciate  the  privations  and  hardships  of  the 
family,  the  reader  must  know  that  the  first  pair  of 
shoes  possessed  by  our  suliject  were  obtained  when 
he  was  six  years  old,  and  tliey  were  made  from 
horse-hide — the  hide  of  an  animal  wliich  tlie 
family  had  owned. 

Mr.  Sowle  worked  out  liy  the  month  and  day 
until  twenty-eight  years  old,  at  which  time  he  had 
accumulated  enough  to  be  enabled  to  purch.ase  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  lives.  After  obtaining 
the  home  he  felt  the  need  of  a  companion,  and 
made  mistress  of  his  house  Miss  Justina  Curtis. 
They  were  married  December  14,  18;")4.  She  was  a 
native  of  Handy  Township,  this  county,  and  is  the 
daug  iter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  (Bush)  Curtis, 
who  came  to  this  State  and  county  in  1836.  Two 
cbildren,  who  are  living,  are  tlie  evidence  of  the 
plighted  troth  of  our  subject  and  his  wife.  Tlie\' 
are  INl.iry  .1..  who  is  now  Mrs.  George  Carl,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children — Freddie,  Marcia  and 
Martha,  the  two  Last  named  being  twins.  She,  with 
her  husband  and  family,  is  a  resideut  of  this 
township,  and  is  tlie  owner  of  a  farm  of  lift \ -four 
.acres,  located  on  section  33.  The  next  child  is  a 
son,  George  E.,  who  died  when  twenty-nine  years 
of  age,  and  the  youngest  is  a  daughter,  Hosa  A.  V. 
Our  siil)ject.  politically.  alHliates  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  lliat  i)l:ilf<irm  aiipealing  more 
directly  to  his  ideas  of  justice  and  right  as  far  as 
governmental  power  is  concerned,  lie  is  a  self- 
made  man.  having  lieen  not  only  industrious,  biit 
a  good  manager  and  exceedingly  energetic.     He  is 
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rewarded  with  the  greatest  respect  and  liking  in 
tin'  county,  wliich  has  lionored  hiin  on  several  occa- 
sions liy  nt)niinathig  him  to  office,  lie  has,  however, 
refused  to  he  an  Incunilient  of  local  offices,  attend- 
\n<£  strictly  to  his  own  le<>-itiniate  Inisiness,  which 
is  that  of  fanning.  lie  lias  a  beautiful  home, 
which  is  not  only  comfortable,  being  arranged 
with  all  conveniences  that  give  modern  farming 
so  great  an  advantage  over  the  old  st\'le,  but 
being  also  an  attractive  edifice  in  outer  aijpear- 
ancie  as  well  as  inner  arrangement.  He  is  a  man 
of  unimpeachable  character  and  standing. 


RKDEHK'K  UII'.XER.  The  owner  and  res- 
\\  ident  upon  the  line  farm  located  on  section 
13,  ilartlaud  Township,  Livingston  County, 
is  a  native  of  Prussia,  the  country  that  has  so 
great  a  reputation  lor  its  soldiery,  having  one  of 
the  most  magnificent  standing  armies  in  the  world. 
To  it  the  world  is  indebted  for  many  things  out- 
side of  a  great  military  example.  >She  stands  first 
in  original  experiments  in  science  and  only  second 
to  England  in  her  literature.  Its  inhabitants  have 
common  sense  views  of  life  that  lead  to  a  splendid 
[iliysical  development,  for  the  (iermtin  nation  as  a 
people  are  noted  for  their  tine  physiques  and  lon- 
gevity. 

Mr.  Hibner  was  born  ]\Iay  2.">,  1831,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Macteburg;  his  father,  Daniel  Ilibner,  also 
a  native  of  (iermany,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  18.53,  landing  in  New  York  City,  Decem- 
ber 1.  He  first  located  in  Ohio,  and  there  lived 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  proceed- 
ed to  this  State  and  settled  in  Spriugville  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  whence  lie  removed  to 
Groveland  Township,  two  years  later,  at  which 
place  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  farm  land.  This 
he  sold  and  later  bought  a  farm  at  White  Lake, 
this  he  also  sold  and  came  to  live  with  his  son,  our 
subject,  passing  away  from  this  life  at  his  home, 
after  having  readied  the  age  of  seventy -seven 
year.;.  Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  mar- 
riage a  Miss  Catherine  Daten,  a  native  of  Ger- 
m'in\'aswas  her  husband.     She    was    the   faithful 


and  loving  companion  of  his  life  and  linally  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  j^ears. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  seven  children,  being  the 
eldest  child.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  hmd, 
and  was  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  came  to 
tills  country.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Fatherland,  liecoming  thoroughly  well  drilled  in 
the  branches  as  taught  in  his  country.  On  coining 
to  America  witli  his  father,  he  resided  for  two 
years  in  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Oakland  County.  He  there  hired  out 
by  the  mouth  on  various  farms,  spending  most  of 
his  time  with  Newton  Biglo,  of  Springville  Town- 
ship, working  for  him  seven  years.  He  received 
here  110  per  month  for  his  first  labor.  After  leav- 
ing Mr.  Biglo,  he  went  to  Holly  where  he  i)urchas- 
ed  forty  acres  of  land;  this  he  partially  ini[iroved, 
remaining  there  for  a  period  or  three  years,  and 
then  coming  to  his  present  location. 

On  settling  here  Mr.  Ilibner  found  that  no 
improvements  had  been  made,  with  the  exception 
of  a  little  log  house,  and  he  at  once  bent  his 
efforts  toward  making  the  place  somewhat  realize 
his  idea  of  a  farm.  His  marriage  took  place 
in  Oakland  County,  liisbiide  being  Miss  Arstena 
jMillhbcrg,  like  himself,  a  native  of  (iermany. 
They  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
JNIary,  Charles,  Emma,  Anna,  Lenor,  Henry,  Jler- 
win  and  Susan.  Mary  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  M. 
Wycoff,  and  resides  not  a  great  distance  from  her 
parents.  The  children  are  all  bright  and  intelli- 
gent, the  boys  being  gifted  with  considerable  busi- 
ness capability  and  talent.  The  young  ladies  are 
accomplished  and  prepossessing. 

Mr.  Ilibner  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres  of  land,  all  in  one  body  except  eighty- 
acres  which  is  on  section  )().  It  sjieaks  well  for 
our  subject's  ability  as  a  business  man  that  while 
he  came  to  this  State  with  scarcel}^  more  than  an 
abiding  faith  in  his  physical  strength,  and  his 
ability  to  work  for  what  he  wanted,  he  has  acquir- 
ed his  present  handsome  property.  His  residence 
a  view  of  which  appears  on  another  page,  was 
built  in  1875  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.  It  is  a  cozy  and 
comfortable  little  home  that  is  gay  with  the  merry 
jests  and  ringing  laughter  of  the  young  people. 
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Our  suliject  deals  quite  extensively  iu  sheep, 
and  at  jHesciit  has  two  hundred  liead  of  Hue  breed. 
Ilis  farm  is  well  stoeked.  irrigated  :nid  drained, 
and  he  eultivates  the  entire  i)laee  with  tlie  excep- 
tion of  eighty  aeres.  lie  owns  a  farm  on  section 
14,  upon  which  is  a  good  house,  with  other  im- 
provements. In  his  political  princii)les  and  predi- 
lection, Mr.  Hibuer  is  a  Republican.  His  first  vote 
was  cast  for  Buclianau.  He  was  reared  in  a  Lu- 
theran family  and  is  still  an  adherent  of  that  failli, 
his  wife  and  children  also  belonging  to  that 
church. 


^n 


^^P^,E()K(;E  a.  marsh.  The  agricullui-al  ele- 
;||  g=,  nient  forms  the  backbone  of  every  com- 
^V^41  nuinity,  for  npon  its  character  and  work 
depends  the  real  development  of  the  resources  of 
that  section  of  the  country;  and  if  enterprise,  in- 
dustry and  integrity  are  lacking  the  whole  body 
corporate  will  be  lacking  in  vitality,  strength  and 
success. 

Among  the  laimers  of  Handy  Towushii),  Liv- 
ingston County,  we  find  'Sir.  Marsh,  living  on  sec- 
tions 29  and  30.  where  lie  has  a  splendid  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres.  This  county  contains  his 
native  home,  as  lie  was  born  in  Unadilla  Town- 
ship, in  the  year  1849,  and  in  that  same  township 
his  parents  Zenas  and  Mary  (Glenn)  Marsh  were 
married  and  made  their  early  wedded  home,  as 
they  had  come  when  quite  young  to  this  county. 
The  settled  upon  a  wooded  farm  and  having  cleared 
it  off  and  improved  it,  lived  there  till  1860  when 
Zenas  Marsh  died  upon  the  uld  homestead,  and 
twelve  years  later  his  faithful  wife  expired  in 
Fowlerville.  The  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  had  always  lieen  the  political  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Marsh,  but  he  had  not  meddled  in  public  af- 
fairs. 

The  worthy  pioneer  couple  of  whom  wci  have 
now  spoken  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  now  living,  namely:  Emily  T., 
(Mrs.  Metcalf),  Roliert.  our  sul)ject,  Inez,  (Mrs. 
Powers)  and  Edward,     The   suliject  of  this  sketch 


remained  at  home  through  boyhood  and  youth 
and  received  his  schooling  in  Unadilla  Township, 
and  when  he  reached  Ids  majority  he  settled  half  a 
mile  south  of  Fowler\ille  for  two  years,  and 
then  sold  thai  property,  and  (aiiie  and  purchased 
tlie  place  upon  which  he  now  reside.s.  He  has 
cleared  the  timber  from  this  tract  and  has  placed 
upon  it  tine  buildings  and  other  good  improve- 
ments. His  home  is  marked  liy  more  evidences  of 
taste  and  cidture  than  many  farm  houses  and  its 
surroundings  are  most  attractive. 

The  office  of  Commissioner  of  Highways  wiis 
given  to  him  for  two  years,  and  for  quite  a  long 
while  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  Road  Master 
and  has  also  held  other  offices.  The  happ}'  marit.al 
union  of  George  A.  Marsh  and  Susan  Saunders 
dates  from  1873,  when  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents  they  were  m.ade  one.  This  lady 
was  born  in  ALaiion  Township  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Love)  Saunders,  an  English 
couple  who  came  to  America  in  1836,  and  made 
their  home  for  some  time  in  Livingston  County, 
before  their  marriage.  ilr.  Saunders  atteniled 
school  for  a  while  after  coming  to  Michigan,  and 
sulisequent  to  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
.Marion  Township  he  made  his  home  there.  Mrs. 
Saunder,s'  father  was  also  a  native  of  England, 
Henry  (i.  ].,ovc  by  name,  an<I  he  likewise  came  to 
America  in  1836  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Marion  Township.  His  faithful  companion  de- 
l)arted  this  life  w'hile  they  were  living  in  England, 
and  he  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders  were 
the  happy  parents  of  six  children,  four  only  of 
whom  now  survive,  they  are:  Mrs.  Marsh,  ^^'illi:l^ll 
H..Tilla,  (Mrs.  Demerest,  deceased),  Mary  .1.,  (.Mrs. 
Demerest),  Lydia  E.,  and  Lyda  (deceased.)  The 
mother  departed  this  life  February  7,  1889. 

Among  the  prominent  leadeis  in  the  IVojile's 
party  in  Livingston  ''ouiity,  Mr.  Marsh's  name 
may  well  appear.  Ilis  intelligence  and  thoidugh 
understanding  of  pulilic  affairs  and  his  enthusiasm 
for  the  pi'inciples  which  that  party  represents,  make 
him  exceedingly  inlluential  among  the  men  who 
are  following  the  ideas  inomulgated  by  that  party. 
In  agricultural  circles  he  is  also  regarded  as  a 
lirominent  man,  as  the  line  (•ouditi(ni  of  his  farm 
gives  him    a    prestige    which    he  richly    deserves. 


728 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


Ili.s  tine  luiililinifs  and  excellent  improvements 
shuw  to  every  ubserver  the  liand  of  a  thorough- 
going; and  systematic  farmer  and  his  Durham  cattle 
and  fine  horses  are  worthy'  of  the  [iride  wiiirh  he 
feels  in  them. 


"-^^ft^-^-'-'-'^^^''"'-*- 


RS.    SAHKPTA    RICHMOND.     Tlie    lady 

who  is  the  owner  of  the  farm  that  is  a 
model  of  its  kind  and  located  on  section 
19.  Ilowell  Townsliip,  Livingston  County, 
has  ;idininistered  her  business  affairs  with  so  much 
aliility  as  to  rank  high  anxjng  her  sex  as  a  financier 
and  manager.  Iler  farm  comprises  sixty  acres 
which  is  under  a  state  of  careful  cultivation.  She 
came  to  this  township  in  1847  when  the  place  was 
a  wilderness,  and  although  slic  belongs  to  the  sex 
that  was  formerly  spoken  of  by  the  "lords  of  crea- 
tion" .as  the  we.aker  one,  she  did  her  part  as  a 
pioneer  in  developing  the  country,  for  weak  in- 
deed woidd  be  the  woman  in  pioneer  times  who, 
in  the  stress  and  press  of  harvest  labor  could  not 
go  out  in  the  fields  witli  rake  or  hoe  and  accom- 
plish a  fair  day's  work. 

The  lady  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasant  i)rivilege  to 
liere  give  a  short  biographical  sketch  in  outline  is 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Betsey  (lleroy)  IJrun- 
dage,  natives  of  Kew  York.  Her  father  came  to 
^Michigan  in  1817  and  settled  on  section  21,  of  this 
township  and  coimty,  having  piu'chased  a  farm  to 
which  he  bent  his  efforts  to  cultivate  and  improve. 
There  he  lived  and  died,  having  had  a  family  of 
live  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  They 
are  Charles;  William,  who  lives  in  California;  our 
subject,  (Mrs.  Richmond),  and  Terry,  of  (iratiot 
County. 

Mrs.  Richmond  joined  hei'  fate  with  that  of 
Tracy  R.  Richmond.  Xovember  ■2().  IsrtO.  He  was 
born  near  Ann  Arl)or.  Mich.,  in  \MG.  and  was  the 
son  of  Simeon  and  Polly  Richmond,  who  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  lirst  at  Pinckney  where  the 
elder  Mr.  Richmond  worked  at  his  trade  which  was 
that  of  a  carpenter.  Our  subject's  husband  was 
reared  a  farmer  and  remained  loyal  to  his  calling 


through  life.  After  their  marriage  he  i)urchnsed 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Howell  Township  on  section 
20.  and  lived  there  a  year,  enjoying  the  comforts 
of  home  in  this  new  location,  lie  then  rented  a 
farm  for  four  >ears,  after  which  he  jjurchased  foity 
acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity  and  later  i)urchased 
the  tract  whereon  his  widow  at  present  resides. 
Ilis  lirst  purchase  comi)rised  forty  acres,  which  was 
the  nucleus  of  the  tine  farm  which  he  owned  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  Upon  this  he  built  a  very 
good  residence  in  which  his  widow  now  resides. 
Mr.  Richmond  was  a  man  of  progressive  tendencies, 
gieatly  interested  in  everything  that  looked  to- 
ward a  furtherance  of  domestic,  municipal  (^r  na- 
tional (iovernment.  Personally  he  was  genial  and 
very  po])ular  with  his  associates.  His  decease  oc- 
curred May  5,  1880,  at  which  time  he  w.as  forty- 
three  years  and  five  mouths  of  age. 

Mrs.  Richmond's  consort  was  a  Republican  in 
his  predilection.  He  was  particulary  interested  in 
the  governmental  affan-s  of  the  locality.  He  left 
a  family  comprising  a  wife  and  two  children. 
Jay,  the  elder  son,  married  Celia  Mcintosh,  and 
now  lives  on  tlie  home  farm.  He  has  two  children 
— Ray  W.  and  Eva.  The  younger  child,  a  daughter, 
3Iary  E.,  I)ecaine  Mrs.  Erank  R.  Crandal.  She  is 
now  deceased,  having  departed  this  life  iMarch  Ul, 
1888.  She  left  two  children — Tracy  F.  .and  Alary  B. 
.lay  Richmond  is  his  mother's  able  assistant  iu 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  farm  and  it  shows  no 
diminution  in  care  and  attention,  he  evidently 
being  a  man  who  thoroughly  understands  his  busi- 
ness. Their  home  is  a  beautiful  rural  residence  in 
the  midst  of  a  wide  rolling  lawn  surrounded  with 
choice  shade  and  fruit  trees.  Our  subject  is  a  worthy 
lady  who  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  her  friends 
and  neighbors. 


i^^^ 


OHN  ARMSTRONG.    Although  our  subject 

has  passed   three-quarters  of  a  century,  and 

during   this    time   he  has   experienced    the 

frost  of  the  world's  wintry  wisdom,  .is  well 

as  the  brightness  and  sunshine  of  encouragement 
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and  joy.  his  heart  is  as  young  and  untouched  as 
though  youth  were  immortal.  He  i-eminds  one  of 
a  sturdy  oak  on  the  mountain  side,  rough  and 
rugged  of  branch  and  bark,  yet  giving  an  impres- 
sion of  strength  and  character  siicli  as  no  other  tree 
conveys,  and  at  tlie  same  time  casting  a  grateful 
shade  over  the  too  heated  pathways  through  the 
summer  woods.  The  tree  bears  upon  its  rugged 
exterior  the  history  of  nature,  the  story  of  tem- 
pests, of  drouth,  flood  and  scorching  sunshine.  The 
man  is  an  unwritten  history  of  moments  of  passion, 
restraint,  reservation,  pleasure  and  pain.  He  will 
tell  yiiu  some  of  his  life.  Ijiit  the  golden  [lart.  the 
part  that  we  curious  mortals  care  most  to  pry  into, 
he  locks  in  the  depths  of  his  own  heart,  as  the  oak 
bears  in  its  inner  rings  its  life  history. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  the 
farm  on  section  2G,IIartland  Township,  ]..ivingston 
County.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  Slate,  hav- 
ing l)een  born  in  Fabius  Township,  Onondaga 
County,  September  28,  1816.  AVe  will  not  here 
attempt  to  give  a  biography  of  his  parents  as  one 
will  be  found  under  the  sketch  of  our  subject's 
brother,  Jlr.  L.  L.  Armstrong,  in  another  part  of 
this  volume.  He  of  w-hom  we  write  is  the  young- 
est of  six  children  born  to  his  parents  and  of  these 
three  only  are  now  living.  Jlr.  Armstrong  was 
very  young  when  obliged  to  start  out  in  life  for 
himself,  being  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
lirst  began  to  work  as  he  could  by  the  month  (ir 
day. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  twenty-four 
acres  of  land  in  Jlonroe  Coimty,  X.  Y.,  from  his 
mother.  He  however  paid  for  the  land  and  took 
care  of  his  mother  and  brother  until  their  decease. 
His  marriage  took  place  in  jNIonroe  County,  N.  Y., 
March  26,  1848.  his  bride  being  Almira  Talmage. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
being  there  born  in  1828.  She  was,  however,  reared 
in  the  town  of  Parma,  Monroe  County.  After 
their  marriage  our  suljject  sold  their  little  tract  of 
twenty-four  acres  for  $1,100,  and  he  immediately 
invested  the  proceeds  in  a  farm  of  fifty-two  and  a 
half  acres  in  the  town  of  Greece,  Monroe  County, 
of  the  same  State,  there  he  remained  carrying  on  n 
general  business  in  agriculture  until  18.5  1,  when  ho 
came  to  Ilartland,  this  county  and  State,  and   lo- 


cated on  section  26.  He,  with  his  family  still  live 
in  the  same  log  house  that  was  on  tlie  jjlacc  when 
he  came  here.  He  is  now,  however,  building  a  new 
frame  dwelling  which  he  contemplates  with  much 
l)ridc  and  j)lea«ure. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  are  the  i)areuls  of  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living.  The_y 
are:  Edna,  Lorenzo  L.,  Charles,  Lydie,  .lohn  E., 
Julia  E..  and  William  H.  The  oldest  child  and 
daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Chester  Cami)bell. 
They  reside  on  a  farm  in  Antrim  Township,  Shia- 
wa.ssee  County.  Lorenzo  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Ilartland  Township,  this  county.  Charles  is  also  a 
farmer  living  in  Antrim  Township,  Shiawassee 
County.  Lydie  is  the  wife  of  H.  Brown,  and  lives 
in  this  vicinity.  .lohn  E.  resides  in  Ilartland 
Township.  Julia  E.  still  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents  as  does  her  brother  William  11. 

Our  subject  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  c>f  some  of  the  iinest 
land  in  Livingston  County.  It  is  well  improved 
.and  so  fertile  that  it  needs  only  to  be  turned  over 
with  the  plow  and  i)ut  to  seed  to  bring  forth  a 
bountiful  harvest.  Most  of  the  improvements 
have  been  made  thereon  by  himself  although  his 
eldest  and  youngest  sous  are  now  conducting  the 
work  of  the  farm  on  shares.  Our  subject's  first 
vote  was  cast  for  .lames  K.Polk,  lie  is  now  an 
ardenl  Republican  taking  as  great  an  interest  in 
political  news  as  in  his  younger  da3S. 


iF_^  IR.VM  W.  BAKER.  The  old  idea  of  the 
"horny  handed  sons  of  the  soil"  is  to  a 
great  extent  exploded,  agricultural  meth- 
ods at  this  time  being  carried  on  with 
comparatively  little  manual  labor,  the  imjiroved 
im|)lements,  whose  motive  power  is  steam  or  elec- 
tricity, accomplishing  in  one-tenth  the  time  the 
work  that  was  formerly  performed  by  hand.  It  is 
quite  possii)le  for  even  the  great  majority  in  this 
country  .as  well  .as  in  England  to  he  "gentleman 
farmers."  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
favored  representatives  of  agriculture  in  this  dis- 
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riul,  owiihi'j;'  a  Iiii3  farm  of  sixty  acrus  on  section 
8,  Meridian  Tuwnsliii),  In<>lK\ni  County.  He  de- 
votes himself  to  general  farming.  lie  was  liorn  in 
Northumberland,  Saratoga  County,  X.  Y.,  Xoveni- 
lier  "22,  1.S37.  His  fatlier,  Alexander  C.  Baker,  is 
hv  occupation  a  farmer,  and  a  uative  of  ^lonroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  born  in  IJSIO.  His  de- 
cease occurred  while  he  was  yet  in  the  heyday  of 
youth. 

Hiram  Baker's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days 
Miss  Betsey  L.  Williams.  She  was  born  in  Wilton, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  November  IG,  l.SU,  and 
died  October  23,  1888.  Our  subject  remained  un- 
der the  i)arental  roof  luitil  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  heli)ing  his  father  with  the  farm.  His  oppor- 
tunities for  attending  even  a  district  school  were 
very  poor,  and  the  knowledge  usually  acquired  in 
the  pul)lic  schools  he  lias  laixjriously  secured  by 
intlividual  study  and  by  exiierience.  When  six- 
teen years  of  .age  he  started  out  in  life  to  make  his 
own  living.  In  comjiany  with  another  boy  he 
went  to  Toledo.  Ohio,  and  (ibtained  woi'k  on  a  rail- 
road at  that  place.  After  pius\iing  this  heavy  em- 
liloyment  for  nearly  a  year,  lie  returned  to  New 
York  and  s])ent  six  years  in  fanning  in  Yates 
County. 

Having  acciuired  a  home  and  assured  of,  at  least, 
the  necessities  of  life.  .^Ir.  Baker  totik  unto  himself 
a  wife.  His  inarri.age  with  Miss  Kate  C.  Chase  oc- 
curred January  8,  1861.  The  lady  w.as  a  daughter 
of  Calvin  Chase,  a  farmer  in  that  vicinity,  and  was 
born  August  20,  1837,  in  Carbondale,  Pa.  Care- 
fully educated,  she  became  a  teacher  and  was  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  this  capacity  for  several 
years.  She  enjoyed  the  special  advantage  of  a 
course  in  I'nion  Seminary  in  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.  In  18G1  the  young  couple  caiue  to  Michigan 
and  rented  a  farm  near  Battle  Creek,  where  they 
remained  for  eleven  years.  They  then  removed 
into  Ingham  County,  where  they  were  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  short  time. 

By  practicing  the  strictest  eeonomj-,  our  subject 
was  at  last  enabled  to  i)urcliase  the  comfortable 
home  that  they  now  occu|iy.  Several  substantial 
improvements  had  been  made  upon  the  place  since 
they  came  here,  and  the  cart'tul  attention  in  the 
way  of  cultivation  that  Mr.  Baker  h.as  given  the 


place  has  added  greatly  to  its  value.  While  in 
New  York.  iMrs.  Baker  w.as  a  memlier  of  the  Baptist 
Chiu'ch,  but  has  not  identitied  herself  with  any  re- 
ligiou.s  body  since  coming  here.  They  are  both 
mcmbersof  Harmony  Alliance,  No.  l,of  Pine  Lake, 
the  first  lodge  organized  in  Michigan.  INIr.  Baktr 
was  .also  the  first  candidate  to  be  initiated  in  the 
Okemos  (irange  after  its  organization.  Our  sub- 
ject hiis  always  been  a  Democrat.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a 
highly  accomijlished  lady  with  decided  tastes  and 
talents  in  an  artistic  direction.  Their  hc)n)e  is 
made  charming  by  the  dainty  works  of  her  hand. 


IV/tl  ARSIIAL  COFFEY.  One  of  the  most  de- 
lightful homes  in  Handy  Township,  is  that 
owned  liy  the  enteriirising  young  fanner 
whose  name  is  at  tlu^  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  the  (iroprietor  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  18,  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County,  uixin  which  is  built  a  comfortable  and 
commodious  home  that  is  the  meeting  place  for  the 
choice  spirits  of  the  vicinity.  Mrs.  Coffey  is  an  ex- 
cc|)tionally  attractive  lady,  with  bright  conversa- 
tional powers,  and  having  much  talent  in  the  mu- 
sical direction.  Her  literary  tastes  and  judgment 
are  of  the  most  refined  char.acter,  and  their  home 
abounds  in  the  latest  productions  of  literature  and 
works  of  a  scientific  nature.  They  are  thoroughly 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  do  not  lielicve  in  looking 
on  life  as  a  dark  or  dreary  state. 

Mr.  Coffey  was  born  on  section  1«,  Handy  Town- 
shi[),  where  he  now  lives.  His  natal  day  was  De- 
cember 18,  186.5.  His  parents  were  Levi  and  .hilia 
(White)  Coffey,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  who 
came  to  ^Michigan  at  a  ver\'  early  day.  and  here 
the,  father  accumulated  l:)y  his  prudence,  economy- 
and  industry,  a  liandsome  fortune.  At  one  time 
he  was  the  owner  of  a  very  handsome  estate,  com- 
prising live  hundred  and  eighty-seven  .acres  of 
land.  Prior  to  settling  in  Handy  Township,  he 
was  in  Marion  Township,  later  settling  in  Washte- 
naw, linally  locating  permanently   upon   the   farm 
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:il)()Vi'  rel'eni'd  to.  and  wIuto  liis  dwcase  took  placo 
Feln'uarv  24.  l«iM.  his  wil'o  liavini;  preceded  him 
by  ten  yeans. 

Four  sons  grew  up  about  their  parents,  and  as 
thev  reached  years  of  maturity,  made  homes  of 
their  own.  Oursuliject,  Marshal  Coffey,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  ElHe  C.  (iriswohl.  November  20,  188il. 
The  lady  is  a  daui>hler  of  Joseph  and  Laura  (Will- 
iams) Griswold.  of  Handy  Townshii).  one  of  the 
rejjresentative  farmers  of  this  locality.  A  native 
of  New  York,  ]\Ir.  Criswold  came  to  Michigan  in 
an  early  day,  and  now  lives  on  section  22,  of  this 
township.  They  have  a  family  of  five  children, 
wiiose  names  are  as  follows:  Bert.  .lay,  Etlle,  now 
Mrs.  Marsh.al  Coffey,  Leah  and  Rutherford.  The 
young  people  have  all  I)een  given  the  advantages 
of  a  liberal  education,  and  having  bright,  aspiring- 
natures  they  easily  take  their  pl.aces  in  the  highest 
social  ranks  of  the  locality.  Mr.  Griswold  is  a 
stanch  Repul)lican.  giviuL;-  his  vote  and  intluence 
■wholly  to  that  party. 

Our  subject,  Marshal  Coffey,  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent young  farmers  wlio  liy  their  i)rogressive  ten- 
dencies and  energetic  young  lilood  go  to  make 
Livingston  County  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  sis- 
terhood of  this  great  lumbering  and  agricultur.al 
State.     He  holds  to  the  Democratic  faith. 


ESSE  .TACor.S.     The  gentleman  wl 


Lose  nauie 
is  at  till'  licad  of  this  sketcli  is  tlie  owner  of 
a  fine  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and 
'  ninety  acres  and  located  on  section  27, 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  County.  Mr.  .Lacobs 
is  one  of  the  extensive  farmers  in  this  township, 
dividing  his  attention  between  his  own  farm.wliere 
he  raises  horses,  cattle  an<l  liogs  for  market,  and 
doing  the  threshing  for  other  farmers  in  tiie  county, 
he  being  the  possessor  of  some  of  the  finest  and 
most  modern  machines  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Jacolis  was  born  in  Ste\il)en  County,  Corn- 
ing Township.  N.  Y..l)ecemlier  18,  184(1.  His  par- 
ents were  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Searls)  .lacolKS, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.     The   former  was  the 


owner  (if  one  liuudre(l  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
wliicii  he  cidtivated  before  coming  AVest,  and  in 
18;3;»  he  sold  this  place  and  taking  his  way  toward 
the  setting  sun  settled  in  the  townsliip  t>(  Howell. 
He  is  now  retired  from  the  actixe  pursuits  of  an 
agricultural  calling.  Our  sulijccfs  motlicr  died  at 
Plainfield,  Livingston  County,  Feliruary  6,  1887. 
^Ir.  Jacobs,  Sr.,  is  the  father  of  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Alary,  Jesse, 
Levi,  Benjamin,  Philander  and  Charles. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  in  Corning.  Steuben  County, 
N.  V.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  boy  and  on  com- 
ing West  with  his  parents  worked  out  on  farms 
until  he  had  accumulated  enough  to  i)urchase  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  I'nadilla  Township, 
this  county.  Fifty  .acres  of  this  tract  was  timber 
land.  This  he  cleared,  and  lived  ujion  the  place 
for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold 
and  came  to  the  farm  where  he  at  present  resides. 
His  original  purclia.se  here  comprised  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  seventy- 
two  iinmediatel3'  adjoining.  Twenty  acres  of  his 
last  purchase  was  timber  land  that  he  cleared.  Mr. 
Jacobs  has  good,  comfortable  farm  buildings,  there 
being  three  houses  upon  the  place  and  also  three 
barns.  In  two  of  these  houses  there  are  tenants 
who  assist  him  with  the  farm  woik.  lie  lias  planted 
three  orchards  on  his  place  which  now  yield 
bountifully.  He  also  raises  much  small  fruit  and 
his  farm  being  onl\'  two  miles  from  the  town  of 
Howell  he  finds  a  ready  market  for  this  produce 
near  at  liand.  He  liiis  .as  good  a  farm  as  there  is  in 
the  township  and  it  h.as  been  so  made  liy  liis  own 
industry  and  efforts. 

In  ISfi.O  the  gentleman  of  wliom  we  write  was 
married  to  Miss  Ada  M.  Barber,  of  Dexter,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State.  Their  union  has  lieen 
lilesscd  by  the  advent  of  eight  children.  They  are 
Augusta.  Mary,  Sarah,  Harriet,  Je.sse,  lilanche,  Will- 
iam II.  and  Jenny.  Augusta  married  Harvey 
White;  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children — .\r- 
tansia  and  an  infant  who  at  the  time  of  wiiting 
w.as  not  named.  They  reside  in  Ingham  Comity, 
this  Stiite.  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Carl  lloody.  wlio  is 
a  resident  of  Colorado. 

Mr.  .lacobs  is  a  Reijiililicau  in  liis  part  \' Mfliliatidii. 
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Naturally  interested  in  local  politics  he  is  also  well 
iiifdiiiied  in  iei;aid  to  the  National  Government 
and  can  liold  his  own  in  argument  with  any  of  the 
Democrats  in  the  vicinity.  Our  subject  has  been 
a  very  hard  worker  and  the  competency  tliat  he 
lias  sjained  has  been  secured  only  by  the  most  in- 
(lefatigal>le  labor.  He  lias  in  connection  with  his 
farming  interests  been  threshing  gi'ain  for  the  last 
twenty-one  years,  doing  most  of  the  threshing  for 
farmers  who  do  not  possess  their  own  implements, 
lie  lias  a  steam  thresher  of  ten-horse  j)Ovver. 


t-^  ON.  GEORGE  COLEMAN.     The  early   his- 
)j)  tory  of  this  family   in  America  reads  like 


the  lines  of  a  fairy  story,  as  William  Cole- 
man, the  progenitor  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family,  came  to  this  country  from  England 
in  tl'ie  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  be- 
ing an  orphan  hoy,  was  liinnid  out  liy  the  Captain 
of  the  vessel  in  which  lie  came,  to  a  man  on  Long 
Island,  who  was  a  wealthy  farmer.  As  this  youth 
grew  up  to  manhood  he  learned  to  love  the  beau- 
tiful daughter  of  his  master,  and  at  last  was  wedded 
to  her.  They  "lived  in  happiness  ever  after"  and 
had  four  sons,  one  of  whom,  named  John,  settled 
in  Connecticut,  and  from  liim  eanie  the  family  of 
our  subject. 

The  descendant  of  whom  we  write,  who  is  now 
the  CV)unty  Treasurer  of  Livingston  County-,  Mich., 
and  a  resident  of  Howell,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  7,  1833.  His  parents, 
Eri  and  .Susannah  (Lee)  Coleman,  were  natives  of 
that  county  and  the  father  was  a  wagon-maker  In- 
trade,  who  in  his  boyhood  had  been  bound  out  for 
seven  years  to  learn  his  trade.  After  serving  five 
years  he  paid  his  master  for  the  remainder  of  the 
time  and  started  in  business  for  himself  in  Orange 
County.  Later  in  his  life  he  inuchased  a  farm  on 
which  were  a  gristmill  and  a  i)laster  mill,  which  he 
carried  on  until  October,  1843,  when  he  sold  his 
property  and  came  to  Michigan. 

Eri  Coleman  now  settled  in  Marion  Township, 
Livingston    County,  where  he  engaged  in  farniina' 


upon  a  five  hundred-acre  tract,  a  great  portion  of 
which  he  cleared  of  timber,  and  remained  upon  it 
until  1857,  when  he  went  to  Pinckney,  this  county. 
He  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  followed 
it  until  his  death  in  1864.  His  faithful  wife  sur- 
vived him  and  remained  with  her  children  until 
1873.  The  large  farm  w.as  divided  among  the 
sons,  our  subject  receiving  two  hundred  acres,  and 
two  other  .sons,  Jasper  and  Floyd,  receiving  their 
share.  The  father  was  the  Postmaster  of  Pinckney 
for  several  years  and  was  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  the  county.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
vie W.S.  He  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely : 
Mary  K.,  Milton,  Charles,  George,  Jasper  and  Floyd. 
iMilton  is  in  California  and  was  for  twenty  years 
the  Overseer  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  San  Francisct), 
and  .Tasper  is  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  County,  this 
State. 

The  father  of  Eri  Coleman  was  ^\'illiani  and  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Reeve.  Both  of  them  were 
natives  of  Orange  County  and  they  had  a  family 
of  nine  children.  The  father  of  William  was  John, 
who  was  born  in  New  London  County,  Conn.,  .and 
he  was  one  of  the  four  sons  who  were  descended 
from  the  first  progenitor,  who  married  the  beauti- 
ful daughter  of  the  wealthy  farmer. 

John  Coleman,  the  great-grandfather  of  oursub- 
ject,  reir.oved  from  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  son  William  was  born,  to  Pennsylvania,  going 
thither  about  the  year  1772,  and  remaining  there 
until  the  occurrence  of  the  Massacre  of  AVyoming, 
when  he  returned  to  (grange  County,  N.  Y.  His 
wife.  Sarah,  was  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Coleman, the 
son  of  William,  the  originator  of  the  family,  and 
was,  therefore,  a  first  cousin  of  her  husband. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  ujioii  the  farm 
and  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  after  his 
father  left  the  farm,  and  went  into  merchandising. 
He  has  about  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Marion 
Township,  on  whieh  he  lived  from  1857,  when  he 
took  possession  of  it,  until  1889.  He  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  adjoining  the  city 
limits  in  1881,  and  there  he  now  lives.  Besides 
these  properties  in  Marion  Township,  he  has  other 
lands  in  the  State.  He  has  represented  this  county 
twice  in  the  State  Legislature,  once  during  the  ses- 
sion of  1883  and  ayain  in  18K5.  and  for  five    \'ears 
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Ikis  Ih'1'11  Su(K>rvisiir  of  tlio  lownsliii].  Fioni  tlic 
liiiK'  ho  was  twfiity-foui-  years  old  he  tilled  the 
otliee  of  Justice  of  the  Peaee  for  sixteen  years  in 
succession,  and  he  was  elected  to  his  present  posi- 
tion in   1887. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Sarah  Kuh- 
bins,  of  Marion  Townshii),  took  jilace  in  IS.').'). 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Coleman  were  .Vdam  and  Sarah 
(Hill)  Uubbins.  both  of  whom  were  l)orn  in  Knt;- 
land  anil  came  to  America  in  1836,  settling  in 
Clarion  Township,  Livingston  County,  where  they 
sjtent  their  lives  \i])on  a  farm.  Mr.  and  ^Nlrs.  Uub- 
bins had  eight  children — Mary  A.  (who  is  Mrs. 
Tliom.as).  Clements,  Adam  .Ir.,  Sarah  (who  was  Mrs. 
Coleman),  P^liza  (now  Mr.s.  Coleman),  Adeline 
(Mrs.  Beach), Lucy  (Mrs.  Alford  Taylor),. John  and 
Eli/.alietli  (Mrs.  Rea.son.now  deceased).  Mrs.  Sarah 
Coleman  had  a  family  of  three  children:  Nora. 
Frank  an<l  Wilmer.  Nora  is  now  Mrs.  .Tolm  Hen- 
derson; Frank  is  married  to  Alice  l-'eunster  and 
h.as  three  children.  IJruce,  (ieorge  and  Nora;  and 
Wilmer  is  united  in  marriage  witli  Hattie  Jeffrey 
and  has  three  children.  Louise,  Laura  and  Charles. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Coleman  died  in  IHi'A)  and  Mr.  Cole- 
man married  for  his  second  wife  her  sister  Fjliza. 
who  now  has  two  children.  Sarah  and  Susan.  Our 
subject  hel[)ed  to  organize  the  First  State  and  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Howell,  and  is  a  stockholder  therein. 
His  ])olitical  views  have  led  him  to  affiliate  with 
the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  has  great  confi- 
denci'  and  for  wliose  future  pi'osperity  he  works 
and  votes. 


♦^;»^»  / 


LMEKON  DAXIFLS  is  a  retired  farmer, 
owning  .a  good  tract  of  eighty-eight  and 
.seventy-nine  hundredths  acres  of  land    on 

section    22.   Meridian    Townshij),    Ingham 

County.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Regia,  Mon- 
roe County,  X.  Y.,  June  24,  1817.  His  father  was 
F^lijah  Daniels,  who  w.as  born  in  ^lassacluisetts  in 
1793.  While  in  Massachusetts  lie  employed  him- 
self as  a  baker  and  slioemaker.  but  after  coming  to 


this  county  he  became  a  farmer.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  War  of  1812.  serving  from  the  beginning  to 
the  close.  He  died  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  .Sej)- 
tember  18,  1839.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  prior 
to  her  marri.ige.  Miss  Axa  Woleott,  a  native  of 
ilassachusetts,  but  who.se  rearing  was  cliietly  in 
New  York  where  her  father  was  one  of  the  very 
oldest  settlers. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  his  father  died, 
in  lS39(the  mother  died  in  1829)and  he  helped  clear 
uj)  the  new  farm  and  support  the  family,  as  he  was 
the  eldest.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  WTjrked 
out  b\  the  month,  receiving  for  six  months  $7  and 
later  «9  per  month  for  his  labor.  He  gave  his  earn- 
ings to  his  parents  with  the  exception  of  fourteen 
shillings.  After  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  went  to  school  only  one  winter  and  at 
that  time  paid  his  own  tuition  and  worked  for  his 
Vioard.  After  the  age  of  nineteen  he  worked  at 
liome  until  twenty-one,  when  he  was  engaged  with 
other  farmers  until  twentj'-eight  years  of  .age.  He 
liad  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  and 
combiiii'd  this  iirofitably  with  his  knowledge  of 
farming. 

>\'lun  Mr.  Daniels  was  twenty-eight  j^ears  old  he 
was  married,  November  9.  1845,  to  Miss  Amelia 
Hull,  a  native  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
F]dmiind  Hull,  a  farmer.  Our  subject's  grandfather, 
Samuel  Daniels,  was  a  farmer  in  .Scotland  and  came 
to  the  Inited  States  in  an  early  day.  They  located 
in  Niagara  County  in  the  i)lace  thai  has  since  been 
called  the  Daniel's  settlement.  (.Some  of  the  family 
are  known  liy  the  name  of  ^McDonald).  After 
marriage  our  suliject  lived  for  a  while  on  the  old 
place  and  then  sold  his  portion  and  moved  to  an- 
other part  of  the  township.  He  .again  sold  and  on 
the  1st  of  ^larch.  IXn'i,  landed  in  tiie  village 
of  Lansing,  remaining  there  employed  as  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  until  the  spring  of  1869.  when  he 
moved  to  the  townsliip  of  Bath.  Clinton  County, 
staying  tliere  for  seven  years.  He  then  again  sold 
and  in  a  short  time  moved  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns.  Mrs.  Daniels. was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  giving  her  aid  and  encour- 
agement to  that  liody  initil  it  was  disbanded  here. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at 
Okemos.     In  ijolities  he  is  a  (ircenbacker.     He  has 
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fought  in  life  for  every  inch  of  ground  he  li;is  made 
and  is  deserving  of  the  comforts  wliieli  iiis  present 
position  enables  him  to  have. 

Almeron  Daniels  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Re- 
hellion  in  Feliruary,  1864,  joining  Berdan's  United 
States  (Sharpshooters.  Me  was  with  the  Second 
Regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  at 
Spottsylvania  and  served  until  the  close  of  war, 
receiving  an  honorable  discharge  April  29,  1865. 
He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Myron  II.,  who  was  born  January  1.  1M")1  and 
married  Phebe  Ilornish,  becoming  by  this  union 
the  father  of  three  children — Charles  A.,  Lottie  and 
Ira.  Myretta  M.,  born  December  9,  1853,  was  mar- 
ried to  Lewis  N.  Kent,  of  Okemos;  they  are  the 
parents  of  Uvo  children — Ethel  and  Burr. 


'-'^- 


^^>^^<M 
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,SCAU   F.   PERRY,  the  old   settler  and 


■ad- 


ing  citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingham 
County,  is  a  native  of  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  liorn  .luly  11,  1843.  He  is  a 
son  of  Ira  I),  and  Mrs.  A.  (Wright)  Perry,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  a 
Vermonter.  He  is  from  German  stock  on  the 
father's  side  and  his  father's  step-father  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Ira  D.Perry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  emigrated 
witli  his  family  from  Ohio  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1845,  and  established  a  home  on  the 
farm  where  the  son  now  resides.  A  log  cabin  in 
the  woods  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  family 
home,  Iiut  the  father  finally  erected  the  comfort- 
able house  which  is  now  seen  upon  this  farm. 
Numberless  hardships  and  privations  marked  the 
pioneer  life  of  the  family,  but  they  struggled 
through  them  and  lived  to  enjoy  prosperous  d.ays. 
The  father  died  in  1880.  He  was  the  father  of 
nine  chihlren,  of  whom  the  following  are  now  liv- 
ing: Oscar  F.,  Orsamus,  Ivinaldo.  Etta;  Eva,  wife 
of  J.  M.  Cliai)man;  Elsie,  wife  of  S.  T.  Sewell. 
The  father  was  a  Repuliiican  in  his  political  con- 
victions and  a  man  of  sterling  cjualities.  He  held 
several  of  tlie   townsliip  otiices  and  MIIimI  them   all 


withci-edit  to  himself  and  pi-otit  to  his  constituents. 

O.F.Perry  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county 
amid  the  stirring  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  hav- 
ing received  his  preliminary  education  in  tlu'  dis- 
trict schools  of  Locke  Township,  was  sent  for  one 
year  to  Lansing,  where  he  had  the  advantages  of 
the  High  School.  This  prepared  him  for  the  busi- 
ness of  life  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing the  value  of  books,  in  eonseciuenee  he  has 
been  a  life-long  reader  and  has  thus  become  a  man 
of  intelligence.  The  lady  who  presides  with  so 
much  grace  and  dignity  over  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  who  is  an  acknowledged  leader  in  ail  .so- 
cial movements,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jo- 
sephine Rowley.  She  became  JNIrs.  Perry  September 
14,  1870,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  Rowley,  an 
early  settler  of  Locke  Township.  Her  three  chil- 
dren— Cora,  Lizzie  and  Stanley — are  bright  and 
promising,  and  in  their  future  the  ])arents  cherish 
a  fond  confidence.  Two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  excellent  land  are  comi)rised  in  the  home  farm, 
and  a  view  of  this  place,  with  its  iirincipa!  build- 
ings, is  presented  on  another  page. 

Mr,  Perry  enjoys  the  confldcncc  of  tiie  business 
community,  and  has  served  as  Township  School 
Inspector  and  Highway  Commissioner,  An  active 
and  public-spirited  man,  he  is  a  ready  promoter 
of  every  movement  which  will  enhance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  community.  His  hearty  good  will 
and  neighborly  kindness  h.ave  earned  for  him  the 
regard  of  those  with  whom  he  associates,  and  all 
rejoice  in  his  prosperity. 


_^]. 


^+ 
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LEXANDER   DOIUE.     One    of    the    best 
known  residoits  of  Ingham   County  is  he 
whose  name  ajjpears  at   the  head  of   this 
,5j^  sketch.     He  has  a  magnificent  farm  com- 

prising five  hundred  .acres  lying  in  Alaiedtm  and 
Meridian  Townships,  Ingh.am  County.  He  devotes 
himself  to  general  faiming,  his  place  beinti' divided 
into  meadows,  ct)rn  and  wheat  fields  and  iiastures 
in  which  graze  blooded  horses  and  the  finest 
cattle.      Mr.    Dobie    was    liorn    in  Dumfiicsshire   in 
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the  Lowlands  of  fScotlaud  on  the  30th  of  ]May, 
1817.  His  father,  William  Dobie,  was  born  iu  the 
same  place  in  1776  and  died  in  his  sixtieth  ^ear. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade  but  on 
coming  to  Canada  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
farm. 

When  Alexander  Doliie  was  but  three  years  old 
his  father  with  his  family  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia.  The 
senior  Mr.  Dobie  remained  in  this  countr\-  four- 
teen years,  working  at  liis  trade  and  conducting 
the  work  of  a  small  farm.  As  lie  increased  in  size 
and  strength  our  subject  worked  on  the  farm  and 
attended  the  i)ublic  schools  of  Nova  Scotia.  He 
spent  his  spare  time  in  learning  his  father's  trade. 
He  liad  one  sister  whose  name  is  now  Mrs.  Anna 
Mitchell,  who  makes  her  home  in  New  Brunswick. 
Our  subject's  father  made  liis  advent  into  Canada 
in  1834  and  settled  first  near  New  London  on  a 
fine  tract  of  land  comprising  four  hundred  acres, 
which  lie  purchased  and  operated  until  his  death. 
He  was  very  successful  and  on  his  decease  left  his 
family  in  very  good  circumstances.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  Mary  Coulter.  She  was  a  native  of  Perrys- 
lioro,  Scotland,  and  was  there  born  in  1784,  pass- 
ing away  in  her  eighty-eighth  year  in  her  adopted 
home  ill  Canada.  She  was  the  daugliter  of  George 
Coulter,  a  farmer. 

Alexander  Dobie  was  in  Canada  not  iiiiitf  two 
years  and  then  came  into  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Lenawee  Countv-  His  stay  there  lasted  only  two 
years  when  he  came  into  Alaiedon  Township,  in 
1831).  Tliere  were  at  the  time  only  thirty-six  voters 
in  the  four  townships  that  adjoined  at  the  time 
our  subject  came  here.  The  country  about  him 
was  for  the  most  part  wild  and  unbroken  and  his 
fust  iiurchase  was  of  eighty  acres  of  land  that 
forms  part  of  his  present  farm  and  which  he  pro- 
cured for  >^2  per  acre.  He  had  only  money  enough 
to  make  a  payment  of  ^-iO  and  his  personal  effects 
consisted  of  one  cow  and  two  pigs.  For  tools  he 
possessed  a  saw  and  an  ax.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  he  suffered  all  the  hardships  incident  to  the 
life  of  a  pioneer,  but  lie  bears  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  in  spite  of  the  cold  cheer  he  often  exper- 
ienced, he  enjoycil  hiinsclf  on  tlie   wliolc   and  imw 


looks  back  over  the  old  scenes  with  pleasure, 
(lame  was  very  plentiful,  as  were  also  Indians  but 
the  latter  were  friendly. 

.lames  Phillips  was  the  first  white  settler  in 
Alaiedon  Township,  coming  into  it  one  year  prior 
to  31r.  Dobie 's  settlement.  Our  subject  was  mar- 
ried in  Lenawee  County  to  Maria  AVilley,  .Inly  8, 
1838.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Eli  Willey.  This 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  Willi.am  M.,  born  October  8,  1838,  is  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Alaiedon;  Adelaide,  born 
August  2,  1841,  married  Lewis  Bennett  of  Water- 
ville,  Ohio;  Martha  A.,  born  .Tune  8,  1843.  died  in 
her  twenty-first  year;  Laura  .L,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1845,  married  Theodore  Burgess,  a  fanner 
in  Delhi  Township;  Margaret  L.,  born  .Tanuaiy  1, 
1847.  married  Martin  Reed  of  Lenawee  Count}' 
and  died  in  her  twenty-fifth  year;  Susan  M.,  who 
was  born  October  20,  1848,  married  Willis  Shaw 
of  Delhi  Township,  a  farmer.  ^Irs.  Maria  Dobie 
died  October  20,  1848. 

Mr.  Dobie  was  again  married  in  April,  1849,  to 
Eliza  ^IcCurdy  of  Meridian  Townshi|i.a  daughter 
of  Thomas  McCurdy.  Three  children  are  the  fruit 
of  this  union — Fiances  C,  who  was  born  May  14, 
18.52,  was  married  to  AVilliain  McKae  of  Wallace- 
burg,  Canada;  Alexander  .1.,  who  was  born  March 
15,  1855,  is  a  fanner  in  Alaiedon  Township;  Amy 
B.,  was  born  August  12,  1860.  Mrs.  Eliza  Dobie 
died  in  1862  and  our  subject  was  again  married  to 
Justine  Williams,  a  daughter  of  .Tnhii  Williams,  of 
this  township.  jMis.  Dobie  was,  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, a  successful  schciol  teacher  of  five  years' 
exiierience.  Six  children  were  hdin  from  this 
marriage.  They  are  Ilibbard  .1.,  whose  natal  d.ay 
is  .lune  t»,  1865,  and  who  is  his  father's  assistant  in 
conducting  the  farm;  Gertrude,  who  was  born 
.July  17,  1868,  and  died  in  early  childhood;  AUie 
who  was  born  May  30,  1871,  and  died  in  infancy; 
Albcrtra  ]).,  liorn  .Tune  24,  1874,  who  is  a  higlily 
acconiplished  young  lady  with  much  musical  talent; 
Flora,  l)orn  November  1,1876,  and  a  student  in 
the  Mason  schools,  and  Helta  who  was  boni  Dec- 
ember 18.  1883. 

!Mr.  Dobie  is  not  a  member  of  any  church.  He 
was,  however,  brought  iq)  liy  Scotch  Presliyterian 
p:iri'iit<  ;iiid  has  l(jst  uiuic  of  the  (pLMlities,  morally. 
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that  distinguish  that  sect.  In  politics  he  is  a 
standi  Democrat,  but  has  nevor  taken  a  very  act- 
ive interest  in  politics.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Dobie 
hel|)ed  "frame"  the  first  bouse  ever  erected  in  Lan- 
sing. He  is  a  self-made  man  in  ever}'  sense  that  term 
implies.  As  the  years  have  passed  he  lias  accum- 
ulated a  handsome  fortune  in  liis  agricultural  work 
hei-e.  Elsewhere  in  tliis  volume  a|>pcars  a  view  of 
his  estate  and  tiie  principal  buildings,  which  are  all 
excellent  and  conveniently  arranged.  A  great 
reader,  lie  kee|is  well-informed  on  all  the  current 
to|iics  of  the  diiy. 


^^HARLES  L.  CARL.  The  subject  of  our 
(l(  p  sketch  is  one  of  the  most  en teritrising  young 
^^^'  farmers  in  Ingham  County.  He  owns  and 
occupies  a  fine  place,  comprising  two  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  on  section  5,  Meridian  Township. 
His  parents,  Isaac  and  Jane  (Towar)  Carl,  were  na- 
tives of  Maine  and  Xew  York  respectively.  The 
natal  day  of  the  former  was  August  2,  1815.  He 
died  in  this  township  .January  1,'),  1879.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  born  .lunc  2;"),  1830.  Her  decease 
occurred  July  27,  1883. 

Isa.ac  Carl  came  tolMichigan  in  1844,  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son,  this  being  a  dense  forest  at  that 
time.  He  was  a  self-made  man  in  every  respect, 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  acquired  a  good 
property.  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  Meridian  Township,  and  was  at  one  time 
Suiiervisor,  having  been  elected  to  the  office  by 
the  Republican  party,  to  wliiih  he  adhered.  Our 
.subject  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  in  this 
township,  January  28,1859.  His  youthful  days 
were  divided  between  an  attendance  at  school  and 
work  on  the  farm.  He  progressed  far  enough  in 
his  educational  pursuits  to  obtain  a  teacher's  cer- 
tificate, which  he  did  in  1877.  He  then  taught 
nine  terms  of  school  in  his  locality  and  was  suc- 
cessful, gaining  a  reputation  for  faithful  and  ef- 
ficient work.  His  iJiowintr  farm  interests,  however. 


obliged  him  to  leave  teaching  and  to  devote  his 
time  exclusively  to  the  management  of  his  estate. 
He  inherited  sixty  acres  of  the  old  homestead, 
which  gave  him  a  good  start  in  life,  but  he  has  had 
the  good  sense  and  ambition  to  increase  his  pos- 
sessions b_v  individual  efforts.  When  only  twenty- 
one  years  old  he  liought  the  remaining  sixty  acres 
of  the  old  homestead,  and  two  years  later  he 
added  forty  acres  more  to  the  estate,  and  when 
twenty-nine  years  of  age  he  purchased  another 
farm  containing  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  All 
this  land  is  lying  in   one  tract. 

Our  subject  has  made  most  of  the  improvements 
which  his  farm  boasts.  Financially  he  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition  that  any  young  farmer  of  his 
age  might  envy.  Mr.  Carl  lost  his  mother  by  a 
dreadful  catastrophe,  she  having  been  instantly 
killed  in  a  collision  on  the  Rome,  AVatertown  & 
Ogdenslnirg  Railroad,  July  27,  1883.  Our  subject 
was  married  to  Miss  Corla  Dennis,  March  27, 
1884.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Leonard  Dennis, 
of  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham  County,  he 
being  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  that  local- 
ity and  having  located  there  from  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.  Three  children  have  blest  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  liis  wife.  They  are:  Leonard, 
who  was  born  August  22,  1885;  Leta,  September 
28,  1887;  and  RoUin,  September  23,  1891.  Mr. 
Carl  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  ( )keiiios.  For  a  time  he  was  Secretary 
of  his  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  thorouglily  in- 
dependent, always  voting  for  men  known  to  rep- 
resent the  best  interests  of  the  people.  He  is  in- 
terested in  the  current  events  of  the  d.ay  and  keeps 
well  posted  as  to  the  world's  history. 


I    I      I    >  I  il  ^1  ■  I  in< 


LIVER  EARL.  Nothing  is  more  conducive 
to  the  prosperity  of  any  county  than  the 
settlement  within  its  borders  of  a  coiiimu- 
nity  of  practical,  industrious  and  progressive  farm- 
ers. They  reinforce  every  good  movement,  and 
are  the  main  factors  in  the  development  of  the  in- 
ternal resources  of  the  couiity.  ISeint;  men  of  char- 
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acter  and  probity,  they  establish  a  reputation  for 
square  dealing  and  reliability  which  in  tiiiu'  forms 
the  foundation  upon  which  a  Ini.siness  structiire 
may  be  raised,  and  without  such  foundation  the 
building  of  liur-iness  interests  is  a  vain  ta.-k. 

The  name  which  appears  at  the  liead  of  tiiis  life 
record,  is  that  of  a  well-to-do  and  highly  resjjected 
farmer,  wliose  beautiful  estate  of  one  h\uidred  acres 
lies  on  section  14,  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County.  This  son  of  Oliver  and  Lydia  (Furger- 
son)  Earl,  liad  his  nativity  November  4,  1828,  in 
Fulton  County,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  a  New 
Yorker,  was  In*  trade  a  blacksmith,  and  died  the 
year  following  the  birth  of  this  son.  so  thai  lie 
never  knew  what  it  was  to  have  a  father.  The 
mother  who  was  also  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  de- 
cideil  that  she  could  more  easily  supptirtand  bring 
u|)  her  six  children  in  the  new  West,  and  she  there- 
fore came  to  INIicliigan  when  Oliver  was  ten  years 
old.  and  made  her  home  in  Oceola  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County.  She  passed  from  earth  in  1871, 
and  only  three  of  her  children  are  now  living, 
namely:  liobert.  who  makes  his  home  in  (ilovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.:  Alfred,  of  (ireenville.  ^licii.;  and  our 
subject. 

The  usual  occupations  and  amusements  of  a 
farmer's  boy.  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  little  fatherless 
lad,  and  he  early  developed  true  manliness  of 
s|)irit.  Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twelve  yeais,  he  worked  for  different  neighbors 
and  in  ditferent  ways  until  18o2,  when  the  West- 
ern fever  had  settled  in  his  veins,  and  he  started 
in  conii)any  with  six  men  from  this  county  and 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  in  search  of  the 
gold  mines.  One  of  the  jiarty  sickened  on  the  w.ay 
and  returned  home,  but  the  other  five  reached  their 
goal  in  safety. 

^Ir.  Kail  rcniaineil  for  twelve  years  in  the  West- 
ern land,  and  after  mining  for  eighteen  months 
and  farming  for  one  year,  he  purchased  a  team  and 
engaged  in  sprinkling  the  streets  of  Nevada  City. 
This  l)usiness  he  carried  on  for  six  years,  and  then 
did  teaming  for  three  years  longer.  In  the  mean- 
while lie  had  taken  to  himself  a  wife  in  the  person 
of  Miss  F-lizabeth  Davis,  daughter  of  John  an<l 
Elizabeth  (Camiibell)  Davis.  This  couple  resided 
in  Nevada  Ci1\-  until  l.S(i:5.  and  in  Octolii'i-  of  that 


year  they  started  for  New  York  City.  Mr.  Earl 
was  taken  sick  while  thej-  were  on  the  Sacramento 
River,  and  had  to  susjiend  his  journeying  until 
Feliruary  of  the  next  spring.  He  was  not  alone  in 
this  affliction,  as  his  wife  and  two  children  were 
also  sick,  and  it  cost  them  iioOO  in  gold  to  get  back 
to  New  York  City,  counting  the  exjjenses  of  their 
journey  and  their  sickness. 

The  husband  and  father,  left  lus  family  in  the 
Eastern  metropolis  and  came  to  this  county,  where 
he  purchased  the  land  upon  which  he  now  lives, 
and  to  it  brought  his  dear  ones  in  July,  1864.  His 
son  William  is  now  married  to  Emma  Brown,  of 
Howell  Township,  a  daughter  of  John  Brown,  a 
resident  here,  and  the  other  son,  John,  is  at  home 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  Earl  has  made  his  influence 
felt  in  this  town.ship  and  county,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  Re]iublican 
ranks. 


^! 


m 


.t? 


/p^EORGE  W.  LANGFORD,M.  D.  For  the  past 
'II  (— -,  twent\-two  years  Dr.  Langford  has  been 
Vi^l  known  as  one  of  the  successful  ]>hysicians 
of  Ingham  County  and  he  is  still  prosecuting  his 
practice  at  W^illiamston  and  vicinity.  His  father, 
Charles  W.  Langford,  a  miller  by  trade,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  but  s|)ent  his  later  years  in 
Iowa,  with  his  son  Charles,  and  tliere  died.  While 
living  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Temperance  !Mason,  l)y  whom  lie  had  two  children. 
George  W.,  and  Daniel  W.,  but  he  had  several 
children  by  a  previous  marriage.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Langford  was  a  Mr.  I'almer  who  w.as  the 
father  of  three  sons  and  two  daugliters. 

Dr.  Langford  was  born  ^lay  18,  1840,  in  Erie 
(  ounty.  Pa.,  and  being  without  a  father's  care  since 
four  years  of  age  he  grew  u|)  under  his  mother's 
training  and  she  removed  when  he  was  twelve 
years  old  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  here  they 
resided  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  The 
young  man  who  had  now  just  reached  his  majority 
enlisted  in  Company  K.,  First  regiment  ]\Iicliigan 
Infantrw  and  after   three   months'  seryice  and  one 
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year  at  liome  re-en li^sU'd  iu  Company  I.,  P^ight- 
eentli  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  in  service  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  The  last  nine  months 
he  was  held  as  a  [trisoner  in  Castle  Morgan  and 
three  months  of  that  time  he  was  in  the  prison 
hospital  at  Cahaba,  Ala. 

The  academic  education  of  this  gentleman  was 
taken  at  Fairfield  Village  in  his  county  and  he 
afterward  spent  two  years  in  college  at  Adrian, 
in  which  city  he  studied  medicine  with  Drs.  Rhj'ud 
and  Allen  and  graduated  from  the  medical  de})art- 
ment  of  the  University  of  Ann  Arbor  in  the  spring 
of  1869.  Besides  taking  the  regular  course  he 
also  carried  on  six  extra  "(iuizes."After  gradua- 
tion the  young  medical  man  settled  in  Belle  Oak 
in  May.  1809,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year 
he  was  married  on  the  29tli  of  that  month  to  Ar- 
villa  R.  Sparhawk,  daughter  of  Noah  Sparhawk  a 
Vermonter,  who  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day 
and  finally  settled  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
sided at  the  time  of  liis  daughter's  marriage.  To 
the  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  come  five  bright  and 
beautiful  children,  namely:  Myrtle  M.,  Theron  S., 
Mabel  E.,  Maud,  and  (ieorge  AV.,  all  of  whom  are 
still  under  the  i^arental  I'oof.  Tiieron  and  Myrtle 
are  graduates  of  Willianiston  High  School,  Myrtle 
is  instructor  of  the  intermediate  department  at 
Webl)erville.  Theron  was  elected  president  of  his 
class  l)efore  graduation  and  was  awarded  the  high- 
est scholars]ii|>  of  his  class  and  on  x'xaminatioi;  at 
the  State  Normal  he  was  admitted  to  the  Junior 
class. 

In  1K72  Dr.  Langford  removed  to  '\Vebl)erville 
where  he  practiced  his  in-ofessitm  until  November, 
1889,  when  he  came  to  Willianiston.  He  owns 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ingham  Country  and  an 
equal  number  of  acres  in  Livingston  Count\-,  and 
has  a  drug  store  and  residence  at  Weblierville  be- 
sides a  home  and  real  estate  in  Willianiston.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Association  and 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  but  never 
aspires  to  i)ublic  oltice.  For  eleven  years  in  suc- 
cession he  was  I'ostmastcr  at  Webberville  and  for 
the  same  length  of  time  carried  on  a  drug  store 
there. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Langford  are  valued  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and   the   Doctor  is    a   Master 


Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  holding  otticial  position  in  the  latter  or- 
ganization. At  AVebberville  be  was  successively 
Surgeon,  Commander  and  Chaplain  of  the  Post, 
and  he  now  holds  the  position  of  Surgeon  in  the 
Post  at  W^illiamston. 


r- 


^w^m^'^m 


ENRY  B.  APPLETON.  The  Appleton  fam- 
ily is  jierhaps  among  the  best  known  and 
thoroughly  respected  families  of  Hamburg 
Townshii)  and  our  subject  lives  in  the  midst 
of  that  beautiful  lake  region  on  section  2,  not  far 
from  the  Lake  which  bears  his  name.  His  father, 
Isaac  W.  jVppleton,  was  also  a  farmer  and  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  in  1H07.  Having  received  an  ordi- 
nary education  and  having  grown  to  manhood,  he 
came  in  1830  to  IMicliigau  and  took  from  the  (iov- 
erniiieiit  a  farm  of  one  hundied  and  twenty  acres 
ill  (ireeii  Oak  Township.  This  land  was  entiiely 
covered  with  woods,  and  in  order  to  establish  a 
home  the  young  man  had  to  cut  logs  and  Imilil  a 
log  house.  He  continued  to  make  improvements 
and  early  set  out  orchards,  .as  he  had  come  from  a 
part  of  our  country  where  fruit-rai.sing  was  con- 
sidered a  necessary  and  legitimate  part  of  a  farmer's 
work  and  lie  found  in  ^Michigan  a  climate  and  soil 
suitable  for  its  prosecution. 

Is.aac  Ajipleton  sold  his  [iroperty  in  (iieen  Oak 
Township  in  1843  and  coming  to  Hamburg  Town- 
ship took  one  hundred  acres,  to  which,  in  a  few 
years,  he  added  forty  acres  more,  all  of  it  on  section 
2.  He  found  this  all  a  dense  forest  and  went  to 
work  to  improve  it,  building  a  house,  barns  and 
other  necessary  adjuncts  to  a  farm.  He  had  lieen 
mairied  in  1832,  soon  after  coming  to  Michigan,  to 
Lydia  Brower,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia 
( Dra|)er)  Brower,  who  came  from  New  York.  Their 
daughter  lA'dia  was  the  fourth  in  their  family  of 
nine  ciiildren.  of  whom  five  are  now  living.  She 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1811.  Isaac 
and  Lydia  Appleton  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  in  his  pt)lit- 
ical  views  he  was  a  supporter,  first  of  the  Whig  and 
afterward  of  the  Republican  partj-. 
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To  Isaac  and  Lydia  Appleton  were  born  two  sons 
and  three  dautrliters,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
The  only  child  that  has  lieen  lost  them  hy  death  was 
a  son  who  entered  the  army  and  was  killed  at 
Spottsylvania,  May  12,  liSCiJ.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  this  family,  being  born  in  184.").  One 
of  the  daughters  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Appleton  was  the 
first  white  female  child  born  in  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship, having  had  her  advent,  November  2(i,  1833. 
This  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  H.  Alexander 
of  Webster,  ]\Iicli. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  had  limited  opportun- 
ities for  an   education  and   was  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  he  went  into  the  army.     At  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  1865,  he  undertook  the  management  of 
his    father's  farm   on   shares  and   soon   purchased 
forty  acres   and  afterward   the   remainder  of  the 
farm  and   made  a  home  for  his  parents  from  that 
time  on.     In    1880  he  purchased  seventy  acres  on 
section  2,  thus  comijleting  a  h.andsome  estate.     On 
January  1,  1868,  he   w.as   united  in  marriage  with 
Delia  Babcock,   daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Kenney)  Babcock.     Mr.  Babcock   was  a  native  of 
Canastota,  N.  Y.,  and    by    his    first    wife,  Martha 
Hobart,  he  had  six  children  and  Ijy  his  second  wife, 
Martha  Kenney,  he  had  live,  of  whom  Delia  is  the 
third    in    age,  being    born    in    1851.     To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Appleton    have    been  born   three  children — 
Carrie,  who  was  a  teacher  for  several  years  and  then 
married    Stephen    Van    llorue;    Frankie  who  was 
graduated    at  Brighton  has  taught  one  term,  and 
Samuel  Bert  who   lives  at  home.     The   mother  of 
these  children  is  an  active  member  of   the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Hamburg  and  the  father  pro- 
minently identified   with  the  Knights  of  the  ]Mac- 
cabees   and  the  Grand  ^\.rmy  of  the  Republic  at 
Howell.     In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Appleton  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  Ninth  ]\Iicliigan  Infantry  and  was 
sent  to  Chattanooga,     lie  was  luider  Gen.  Thomas 
during    the  Atlanta   campaign  after  which  he  re- 
turned  to  Chattanooga  and  from   there  went  to 
Nashville  to  guard  the  military  prison. 

In  1882  Isaac  and  Lydia  Appleton  had  the  great 
and  unusual  felicity  of  celebrating  the  golden  an- 
niversary of  a  harmonious  wedded  life,  and  the 
following  year  the  aged  wife  was  bereaved  of  her 
husband.     She   is   now  a   ladv  in  vigorous  health 


and  full  of  activity  and  usefulness.  She  is  notable 
as  a  needle-woman  .and  since  1883  has  devoted  her- 
self largely  to  the  use  of  her  needle  and  has  made 
over  one  hundred  quilts.  She  has  one  quilt  which 
contains  twenty-nine  hundred  and  ten  pieces.  She 
still  has  her  natural  teeth  in  an  excellent  state  of 
preservation  and  never  has  used  glasses,  although 
she  has  now  rounded  out  her  fourscore  years. 
Upon  the  farm  is  a  beautiful  willow  tree,  five  feet 
through,  which  Isaac  Appleton  brought  to  his  place 
as  a  fish  stringer  and  after  thus  using  it,  stuck  It 
in  the  ground,  where  it  has  grown  and  flourished 
for  many  j'ears. 


\ 


<^  iKiILLIAM  W.  WOOD  is  a  i-etired  farmer 
\/2j//  living  on  section  10,  of  Unadilla  Township, 
V^^  Livingston  County.  The  name  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  a  pioneer  whose  .asso- 
ciations from  an  early  date  have  been  with  the 
progress  and  advancement  made  b}'  his  State.  His 
father  was  Abner  B.  Wood,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  although  late  in 
life  he  devoted  himself  to  farming.  He  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1 8 1 2.  ( )ur  suhject's  mother 
was  Lucy  B.  (Warren)  Wood,  a  native  of  Hampton, 
N.  Y.,  where  her  marriage  took  place,  after  which 
they  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  settled  on 
section  10,  Unadilla  Township,  on  the  western  half 
of  the  section,  the  country  being  oak  openings  in 
this  locality. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject's  jjarent's  advent 
Into  this  vicinity  there  were  but  thirteen  voters  in 
the  township.  The  father  built  a  log  house  and 
liegan  the  work  of  clearing  off  his  farm.  There 
were  then  scattered  bands  of  Indians  in  the  State, 
chief  among  whom  was  Old  Toag  and  his  tribe. 
Mr.  Wood  Sr.  sui)plemeiited  the  work  of  his  farm 
by  what  he  coidd  ciini  at  his  trade  for  several 
years  after  coining  here.  They  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  the  mother  passing  aw.ay  in  1869,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- three  years,  and  the  father  in  1874, 
at  the  age  uf  ninety  years.     They  were  the  parents 
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of  five  boys  and  two  girls.  Tliree  of  tlie  sons  are 
now  living.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  member 
of  the  j\Ietlio(listEpiscoi)nl  Church,  while  his  father 
was  of  (Quaker  parentage.  He  was  a  Whig  in  early 
(lays  anfl  later  a  Repuljlican.  He  was  api)ointe(l 
iSealer  of  Weights  and  ^Measures  in  his  township 
An  energetic,  ambitious  man.  he  got  his  farm  al- 
most entirely  cleared  off  before  his  death. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  second  child  in  order 
of  age  and  was  born  June  17,  1817,  in  what  is  now 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  in  his  young  manhood 
learned  the  carriage-maker's  trade  and  pursued 
this  occupation  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  .Tuly, 
18;56,  when  he  made  his  home  with  his  father,  help- 
ing him  on  the  farm  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  New  York  State  and  for  six  months 
worked  in  a  machine  shop. 

In  1843  Mr.  \\'(jod  was  married  to  IMiss  Persis 
M.  Myler,  a  daughter  of  .James  and  Ray  (Buckle) 
ISlyler,  residents  of  New  York,  but  later  settling  in 
Michigan.  Mrs.  AVood  was  born  in  New  York 
IState  in  1827,  and  having  received  a  good  common- 
school  education,  after  coming  here  and  after  her 
marriage,  taught  school  for  a  term.  t)n  returning 
to  Michigan  they  located  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  10,  Unadilla  Township.  It  was  partially 
improved  at  the  time  and  our  suliject  added  a 
small  frame  house  where  he  lived  for  two  years 
and  then  got  possession  of  the  homestead,  living 
there  until  the  death  of  his  parents.  He  still  owns 
this  place,  wliich  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  He  has  cleared  off  forty  acres  .and  I  mi  It  the 
residence  which  the  family  novf  occupy  and  which 
is  botli  comfortable  and  commodious.  His  son 
now  carries  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Wo(:)d  having  retired 
from  active  work.  jNIrs.  Wood  died  in  -luly,  1849. 
She  was  the  mother  of  tw'o  children,  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  a  daughter,  Mola  A.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  S.  T.  Wassou,  and  a  resident  of  this  town- 
ship, having  one  child.  Our  subject  again  mar- 
ried in  1851,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
INIai'garet  ]Myler,  a  sister  of  the  former  wife.  She 
was  liorn  in  June,  1831.  in  New  York.  By  this 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  all  now  living.  They  are  Lucy 
Jane,  Mary  Elvira,  Persis  M.,  William  R.,  Warren 


and  Henry  M.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
Freeman  B.  Decker,  lives  in  Lake  City  Midi.,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  Daniels,  they  live  at  (iregoiy  and  have  two 
children;  Persis  M.  is  the  lietter-half  of  Elmer 
P.raley  and  lives  in  this  tuwnsliii).  She  also  has 
one  child;  William  R.  married  Elsie  Fick  and  lives 
on  the  home  farm.  She  is  the  mother  of  tliiee 
children;  Warren  resides  in  Oregon  and  Henry  INI. 
lives  at  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  JNIasonic  order. 
He  has  given  his  children  good  educational  advan- 
tages. They  have  all  l)een  teacheis  in  tliis  county. 
Politically,  first  a  Whig,  later  oni'  subjt'ct  becamea 
Republican.  He  has  been  School  lnsi>ector  several 
terms  and  was  elected  Su|)ervisor  fnit  resigned  his 
position,  lie  was  also  Township  Clerk  for  two 
terms.  Foi'  the  i)ast  ten  years  Mv.  Wood  lias  liccn 
much  afflicted  with  rheumatism. 


^p<AEOR(tE  (;.  PERRY.  Prominent  in  agricul- 
III  , — ,  tural,  educational  and  church  circles  is  this 

'V^,i^  enterprising  farmer,  in  whose  career  ma^' 
be  found  an  illustration  of  the  worth  of  good 
princii»les  and  haliits  of  industry,  and  he  is  giv- 
ing to  his  children  the  best  inheritance — the  ex- 
ample of  a  good  father  and  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  will  fit  them  for  the  higher  spheres  of 
usefulness.  He  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Isabelle 
((biddings)  Perry,  and  his  grandfatiier,  Jacob 
IVrrj',  who  was  l)orn  in  ^^'arren  County',  N.  J., 
was  a  son  of  Reuljen  Perry,  of  Dutch  origin. 

Jacob  Perry  came  from  New  Jersey  to  the  Wol- 
verine State  in  18.30,  and  made  his  home  in 
Oakland  County.  He  traveled  with  a  foui-liorse 
team,  lieing  four  weeks  on  the  road,  and  jnirchased 
upon  his  arrival  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  at  once  reclaimed  from  the  ff)rest  and 
placed  under  improvement.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
sixty-five  years  and  lived  a  godly  life  up  t(^  his 
death  at  the  veneralile  age  of  ninety-six. 

The  grandmother  of  our  suliject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sallie  Gruendike,  and  she    was  born  in 
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New  Jersey  and  lived  to  rear  eight  sons  and  two 
daugliters,  and  all  oC  these  children  survived  to 
exceed  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  to  hecome  heads 
of  families.  Our  subject's  father  was  born  June 
2,1804,  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  1828 
came  to  Michigan  by  way  of  Erie  Canal  and  Lake 
Erie,  and  upon  bis  arri\  a  I  in  Oakland  Township, 
Oakland  County,  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  24,  which  he  afterward  increased  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  lie  lived  in  Fenton 
for  aliout  twelve  years  and  died  March  6.  1889, 
having  completed  four-score  years  and  six. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Chili,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Al- 
nian  and  Lola  (Miller)  Oiddings.  who  in  the  early 
days  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
their  daughter  met  and  married  Mr.  Perry.  Mr. 
(iiddings  served  in  the  War  of  Indejjendence  and 
also  in  the  conflict  of  1812,  and  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1828.  and  here  he  made  his  home 
in  Oakland  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  later 
settled  on  Bald  Mountain,  near  Poutiac,  where  he 
entered  land  and  improved  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  line  land,  which  he  made  his  home  until 
he  was  called  from  earth  at  the  age  of  sixty-one. 
lie  was  an  old-f.asliioned  Whig  in  his  political 
views  and  a  man  of  stanch  loyal t\  to  his  party 
and  his  country.  Four  sons  and  two  daughters 
comjjrised  his  household.  His  daughter,  Isabelle, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  four  years  before 
the  decease  of  her  husband.  Her  seven  children 
are:  Sarah,  Lola,  (ieorge  (J.  (our  subject),  Lester 
N.,  Mary  fS.,  Ira  O.  and  James. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Oakland 
Township,  Oakland  CV)untv,  this  State,  October 
24,  1833,  and  there  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  could  be  found  in  tlie  district  schools, 
and  so  well  did  he  improve  the  opportunities  thus 
furnished  that  he  i)repared  himself  for  teaching 
and  pursued  that  work  for  thirteen  years  in  Oak- 
land and  Livingston  Counties.  He  was  elected 
Township  School  Inspector  when  only  twenty 
years  old,  and  he  well  performed  the  duties  of  that 
ottice.  While  teaching  he  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing during  the  summers,  working  In-  the  month 
and  on  shares. 

In  1858  the  young  man    had   accumulated  some 


means  liy  industry  and  frugality,  and  he  [uuehased 
eighty  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides,  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Tyrone  Township.  This  land  he  has  cleard 
of  the  forest  trees  and  placed  in  .a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  from  it  he  has  won  rich  crops. 
.Since  that  lirst  imrchase  he  has  added  some  sixty 
acres,  and  upon  it  all  he  h.as  carried  on  a  success- 
ful farming  business.  He  also  raises  horses  and 
hogs,  and  has  a  good  reputation  in  this  part  of 
agricultural  work.  He  served  for  six  or  seven 
years  as  Township  Inspector,  and  one  term  as  Jus- 
tice (jf  the  Peace.  His  i)olitical  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
during  the  war  he  was  known  as  a  war  Democrat. 
He  enlisted  in  the  army,  but  was  never  mustered 
in  on  account  of  his  having  lost  the  second  finger 
on  his  right  hand.  He  is  .an  earnest  advocate  of 
all  movements  which  tend  to  temperance  and  mo- 
rality, and  for  ten  years  past  has  stauchly  stood  by 
the  cause  of  prohibition. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Perry  and  Jliss  Mar}'  Petty 
took  place  October  23.  1856.  This  lady  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  .Joseph  and  Esther  (Steele)  Petty,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Oakhind  County  in 
1849,  traveling  by  team  .and  wagon,  and  passing 
four  weeks  upon  the  road.  She  was  l)orn  in  Mt. 
Bethel,  Huntington  County,  Pa.,  October  13,  1833, 
and  her  parents  both  passed  from  earth  in  Fenton 
Township,  in  18K8,  within  eight  weeks  of  each 
other.  They  brought  to  maturity  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  whom  they  trained  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  liotli  l)eing  liaptists  in  their  religious 
views  and  connection.  Joseph  Petty  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Sherman)  I'ett^',  whose  father, 
Jonathan  I'etty,  of  New  Jersey,  was  of  (iernian 
origin.  ^Irs.  Perry's  father  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views. 

The  home  of  our  subject  was  wt'll  tilled  with 
children,  as  he  and  his  good  wife  had  a  full  dozen, 
and  nine  of  them  are  still  living.  naniel\':  Nelsou 
A.,  Emma  Eliza.  Etlie.  Cairie,  Alice,  Nettie,  James 
J.,  Frank  AV\  and  .Iose|)hine  M. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  whose  service  he  has 
been  a  Deacon  for  some  ten  years,  and  he  has  also 
superintended  its  Sunday-school  for  the  same 
length  of   time.     'I'heir   children    have  been  care- 
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fully  trained  in  the  faith  and  p;races  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  and  to  them  have  lieen  granted  liy 
their  parents  excellent  oi)))ortiniities  for  education. 
IILs  oldest  son  was  graduated  with  highest  honors 
in  the  classical  department  of  the  High  Scliool  at 
Fenton,  and  the  otliers  are  all  enjoying  the  best 
advantages.  Eliza  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  F.  Stone, 
and  Ettie  is  Mrs.  Adam  Miller,  while  Carrie  has 
become  the  wife  of  Allen  Dunton.  In  social  and 
domestic  life  Mr.  Perry  is  considerate  and  courte- 
ous, in  Inisiness  dealings  honorable  and  straight- 
forward, and  his  reputation  in  every  respect  is 
most  excellent. 


IEORGP:  ABBOTT.  There  is  nolhing  which 
more  effectually  and  thoroughly  builds  up  a 
ommunity  than  the  residence  in  its  midst 
of  families  of  Itroad  culture,  thorough  education 
and  true  refinement.  The  influence  of  education 
is  not  limited  to  those  who  intentionally  put 
themselves  in  the  way  of  acquiring  it.  but  it  i)er- 
meates  the  atmosiiliere  and  its  blessings  are  uncon- 
sciously alisorbed  Ity  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
those  whose  aims  are  higli  and  who  have  a  love  for 
the  l)etter  things  of  life.  Such  an  influence  is  ex- 
erted in  this  community  liy  the  family  represented 
in  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Abbott's  beautiful  farm  of  t\\ii  hundred  acres 
situated  on  section  "25,  Handy  Townshi|).  Livingston 
County,  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  land  in  the 
county,  and  is  in  splendid  condition.  Not  only  the 
land  but  all  its  api)urtenance,s  are  first-class,  and  the 
orchard,  the  farmhouse  and  the  barn  are  models  of 
perfection.  We  are  pleased  to  present  a  view  of  this 
fine  place  on  another  (lage.  The  tine  stock  which  is 
raised  byMr.  Abbott  is  worthy  of  the))ride  which  he 
feels  in  itand  all  admire  hisCI.\desdale  and  Perche- 
ron  horses.  Shorthorn  and  Durham  cattle  and  fine 
wool  sheep. 

In  LTnadilla  Townshii),  Livingstiui  County, 
Mich.,  Mr.  Abbott  was  born  in  184().  His  [)arents, 
Syrenius  and  Susan  (Chipman)  Abbott,  were 
natives  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  the 


Wolverine  State  with  their  parents  and  were  here 
united  in  mairiage.  The  patern.al  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Abraham  and  .Julia  (Brown) 
Abbott,  who  came  to  Michigan  among  the  pioneers 
and  .settled  in  I'nadilla  Township,  this  county, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  Fitch  and  Jlary  (Spaf- 
ford)  Chipman,  who  came  to  this  State,  and  made 
their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Una- 
dilla  Townshi]).  They  had  a  large  and  interesting 
family. 

Syren ivis  and  Susan  Abbott  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  in  this  life, 
namely:  our  subject  and  his  sister  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Mapes.  Syrenius  Abliott  passed  from  earth  Aug- 
ust 15,  1HM9,  sincerely  mourned  liy  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  The  early  education  of  George  Abbott 
was  taken  in  the  district  schools  of  I'nadilla  Town- 
shii) and  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  reached  his  majoi'ity,  and  then  started  out  to 
make  his  own  waj'  in  the  world.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  finely  improved  land  was  his 
first  i)urchase,  and  this  was  in  Unadilla  'l'<i\viisliip. 
He  lived  on  that  farm  until  ISiSo,  when  herenn>ved 
to  his  present  home.  For  two  years  he  served  tiie 
township  of  Unadilla  as  Tieasurer  while  he  made 
his  home  there. 

In  1870  Mr.  Abbott  wooed  and  won  as  his  wife. 
Miss  Jo.sephine,  daughter  of  Ashel  and  Prudence 
(Dyer)  Dutton.  Mr.  Dutton  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  his  wife  was  of  New  .Jersey  liirth,  but 
both  had  removed  with  their  parents  to  this  State 
before  reaching  maturity,  and  their  marriage  took 
place  in  Unadilla  Township.  Their  six  children 
are — ]Mary  J.,  ]Mrs.  A.  Jackson;  Josephine,  Mrs. 
Abbott;  Frank;  Alina,  Mrs.  l^'rank  Springstead; 
Prudence  A. ;  and  Charles.  Their  mother  passed  away 
in  1886,  but  the  father  still  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  is  well  known  throughout  the  county  .as 
a  prtigressive  farmer  .and  a  stanch  Republican. 

Tti  ^Ir.  and  Jlrs.  Abbott  has  been  born  one  son, 
William  E.,  who  is  still  beneath  the  parental  roof 
.and  in  whose  future  career  they  take  the  deepest 
interest.  They  are  giving  him  a  tliorough  and 
liberal  education  and  wisely  prei)aring  him  for  the 
responsiliilities  of  life.  He  h.as  had  the  benefit  of 
the  best  of  home  training  and  infiuences,  .as  this  is 
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one  of  the  best  families  in  the  county.  jMi'S-  Abbott 
is  possessed  of  a  broad  and  comprehensive  educa- 
tion, and  has  musical  talent  which  has  been  highly 
cultivated,  lioth  in  the  vocal  and  instrumental 
lines.  .She  is  universally  esteemed  and  admired  for 
both  ability  and  culture. 


/' 


Ir^^AVID  O.  SMITH.  A  beautiful  and  taste- 
ful home  placed  in  attractive  surround- 
ings and  furnished  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  cultured  mind  is  an  educative 
power  in  any  community.  The  "  new  education  " 
of  which  so  mhch  is  said  nowadays,  teaches  that 
we  learn  through  the  eye,  and  lliat  a  lesson  which 
is  agreeably  taught  has  double  ftjrce.  For  that 
reason  we  hold  to  the  truth  with  which  we  opened 
this  paragraph.  JIuch  more  does  such  a  home 
educate  when  this  home  affords  within  its  walls  an 
exhibit  which  has  been  collected  by  one  who  en- 
joys the  deep  secrets  of  nature,  and  loves  to  liunt 
out  her  strange  ways  and  works.  Such  a  collec- 
tion of  rocks  and  fossils  and  other  interesting 
cin-iosities  as  has  been  collected  by  Mr.  Smith  leads 
the  minds  of  the  young  and  old  alike  above  the 
sordid  commonplaces  of  our  daily  life. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Marion  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  and  who  is  also  the  man- 
ager of  a  sawmill  and  thresher,  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  March  10,  1834.  His  father,  Nel- 
son A.  Smith,  who  also  followed  agriculture, 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1812  or  1813.  Having  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  he  started  out 
when  about  twenty  years  old  to  work  for  others 
by  the  month,  and  soon  built  up  a  good  standing 
among  men  as  a  resi>onsible  young  man  in  whom 
reliance  could  be  placed. 

Nelson  Smith  was  married  about  the  year  1832 
to  Angeline  Beach,  the  first-born  child  of  Lyman 
Beach,  a  New  Yorker.  This  daughter  was  born  in 
1814  or  1815.  Nelson  Smith  came  to  Michigan  first 
in  1835  and  after  locating  two  hundred  acres  on 
sections  8  and  17  in  Marion  Townshii),  returned  to 


Pennsylvania  for  one  yeav,  and  then  removed 
with  his  family  to  tlie  West,  traveling  by  means 
of  wagon  and  ox-team. 

One  daughter  and  three  sons  crown  tlie  union  of 
Nelson  and  Angeline  Smith,  and  they  gave  to  their 
first-born  the  name  of  David.  The  mother,  who 
died  in  1888,  was  a  Univei-salist  in  her  religious 
belief.  The  father  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
township,  active  in  his  relations  to  the  Democratic 
party  in  which  he  was  a  decided  favorite,  as  is 
shown  b3^  his  having  been  an  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  Supervisor  for  eight  years. 

Our  subject  received  only  a  limited  education, 
as  the  necessities  of  the  farm  did  not  permit  of  his 
attending  school  for  as  long  a  term  of  years  as  his 
parents  desired.  He  remained  with  them  until  he 
was  twenty-seven  years  old,  faithfully  assisting 
them  in  their  efforts  to  put  their  farm  in  first-class 
condition,  and  to  make  it_,  highl}'  productive.  In 
1861  he  came  on  to  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  he  and  his  father  had  purchased 
together,  and  u|)on  which  about  forty  acres  was 
cleared  when  he  moved  upon  it.  lu  1865  he  had 
been  so  jirosperous  as  to  add  to  his  estate  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  4,  and  twenty 
acres  in  Howell  Township. 

It  was  in  1862  that  this  young  man  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  the  young  lad^-  of  his  choice. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  E.  Bailey,  and 
is  the  oldest  child  of  Charles  and  Mary  E.  (Cole- 
man) Baile>-,  who  had  come  from  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  this  daughter  was  born  June  26, 
1843.  She  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  four  years  old.  Four  children  have 
blessed  her  union  with  Mr.  Smith,  namely:  Nina, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Bailey  B., 
Edward  L.  and  Elvia.  The  two  sons  have  been 
for  some  time  in  the  far  Northwest,  Bailej'  having 
gone  there  about  four  years  ago,  and  both  making 
their  homes  in  Thurston  County,  Wash.  Elvia  is 
the  wife  of  William  Carlan,  who  lives  in  Wyom- 
ing, about  sixty  miles  west  of  Laramie,  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters — Sarah  H.   and  Helen  B. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  over  which 
the  Indians  were  wont  to  tr.ivel  when  going  to 
Detroit  for  Government  pay  and  supplies,  and 
manv  incidents   of  his   childhood    are   connected 
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with  the  red  man  and  his  papooses.  This  gentle- 
man is  very  fond  of  huutinsi:,  iuid  has  made  several 
trips  for  this  iiiirpose  to  the  Northern  Peninsula, 
and  two  trips  to  tlie  Roc-lvV  Mountains,  lieing  accom- 
panied by  liis  wife  to  that  region  in  IHKK.  His  first 
trip,  wliicli  lie  took  in  1HH6,  was  in  company  with  a 
Mr.  Charles  G.  Jewett,  and  tliey  left  Howell.  Oc- 
tober 18,  1886,  traveling  to  Omaha  from  Chicago 
by  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  then  toolt  tlie 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  to  Aurora,Wyo.,  where  they 
were  joined  by  Mr.  Carlan,Mr.  Smith's  son-in-law, 
and  they  with  others  made  up  a  party  wliich  went 
about  one  hundred  miles  nortii  and  west.  Here 
they  were  joined  by  Mr.  Reed  and  a  man  to  Untk 
after  the  camp,  and  they  went  about  fifty  miles  up 
the  Platte  river,  near  wliere  the  Sweet  Water  emp- 
ties. Tliey  were  gone  four  days  and  sliot  seventeen 
deer  and  many  antelopes.  While  upon  tliis  excur- 
sion they  were  cauglit  in  a  blizzard  and  for  tliirty- 
six  hours  their  horses  were  not  unsaddled,  and 
they  all  came  near  losing  their  lives  by  cold  and 
starvation. 

In  1888  Mr.  and  Mr.  Smith  left  home  in  Sep- 
tenil)er  and  Sf)ught  the  same  locality,  and  were  in 
Wyoming  for  three  months.  He  has  many  fine 
trophies  of  his  skill  as  a  hunter,  including  deer 
heads  and  the  skins  of  animals.  He  takes  special 
pride  in  showing  the  skin  of  a  grizzly  bear  which 
he  shot  <m  the  Platte  River,  below  the  Sweet 
Water.  They  have  many  very  nice  specimens  of 
rocks  and  fossils  which  they  gathered  in  the  AVest. 
Their  l)eautiful  home,  which  was  erected,  at  a  cost 
of  ^.5,000,  is  conceded  to  be  the  handsomest  house 
in  JMarion,  and  the  gr.acious  hospitality  which  is 
the  animating  spirit  of  this  home  adds  a  charm 
which  no  material  cxtci-nals  can  ever  "ive. 
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^  ANIEL  BOONE  SMITH.  Although  not 
one  of  the  first  pioneers  to  break  road  and 
ground  in  I^croy  Township,  spying  the 
country  out  as  did  his  illustrious  prede- 
cessor of  Kentucky'  fame,  our  subject  was  one  of 
the  few  who  made  the  country  accessible  to  those 


wlio  came  after.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York  State 
and  was  born  November  23,  1835.  He  is  a  son  of 
Uriali  and  Lavantia  Smith,  lioth  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  City.  On  the  paternal  side 
he  is  of  English  ancestry.  His  great-grandfather 
Smith  w.as  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  son  in  a  family  of  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents.  Two  of  these  only 
are  now  surviving — Daniel,  of  whom  we  write,  and 
Robert.  He  was  but  nine  months  old  when  with 
his  parents  he  made  tlie  ditHcult  journey  from  New 
York  State  to  the  wilderness  of  Michigan.  They 
came  at  once  to  Ingham  County  and  the  family 
located  in  White  Oak  Township,  being  among  the 
earliest  settlers  in  that  locality.  Here  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood  amid  .scenes  of  the  most 
[irimitive  pioneer  life.  The  work  of  his  early  youtli 
was  that  required  of  most  {lioneer  boys.  They  did 
not  enjoy  many  educational  advantages  but  were 
the  founders  of  the  present  state  of  society  in 
which  the  youths  have  but  to  feel  an  inclination 
to  learn  to  receive  the  most  advanced  methods  of 
education.  Their  first  home  was  a  log  cabin  and 
it  was  a  great  event  when  any  of  the  neighliors 
drove  the  ox-team  through  the  woods  to  spend  a 
friendly  hour. 

On  attaining  manhood  our  subject,  like  most 
young  pioneers,  felt  that  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  him  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  for 
marriage  then  was  conducted  as  much  as  now  upon 
economic  princiiiles.  A  pair  of  hands  in  the  house 
and  a  bright  smile  and  encouraging  word  were 
worth  a  great  deal  to  the  sturdy  young  farmer  who 
had  so  much  work  looming  up  before  him  on  the 
outside.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  .luly  4,  18(jl.  liis 
bride  being  Miss  Sarah  A.  Riggs,  a  daughter  of 
jVmos  Riggs,  and  an  early  .settler  in  Ingham  County. 
The  young  couple  began  life  togetlier  with  a  strong 
determination  to  make  the  best  of  their  jiosition 
and  as  is  always  the  case  under  such  circumstances, 
they  succeeded  beyond  their  most  sanguine  hopes. 
By  this  union  there  were  two  children,  both,  how- 
ever, passed  away. 

Mr.  Smith  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  land  which  is  under  a  high  st.ate  of 
cultivation.  This  is  unincumbered  and  well  im- 
proved, bearing  a  good  class  of  buildings.     The 
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])resent  (.•omt'ortiililo  I'staU'  on  wliirh  he  lives  is 
owned  entiii-ly  l>y  our  sulijtn-t  ami  is  the  result  of 
his  iinlirinu'  efforts.  Socially  ]\Ir.  Smith  is  pro- 
gressive and  favors  every  measure  that  tends  to 
the  tinaneiai  or  social  liettei'inent  of  the  eoniniunily. 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Smith  died  .[une  2'.),  !«><(;,  and  our 
suiijeet  thereon  was  a  second  time  united  in  inar- 
ria_!;e,  his  l)ride  lieinu'  ;\Iiss  l^ora  ^liendorf.  Their 
nuptials  were  celel)rated  April  1  1,  l^^^<7.  ( )ur  sub- 
ject has  witnessed  the  ui-owtli  of  the  country  from 
the  entrance  of  the  tii'st  piimeers  to  the  present 
time,  when  it  equals  if  it  does  not  transcend  in 
richness  of  product  all  the  other  Slates.  At  the 
time  of  his  comiuLT  here  there  were  many  Indians 
and  wild  animals  were  constantl^y  prowling  through 
the  woods,  their  incursions  being  occasions  of  great 
anxiety  to  the  settlers,  not  that  their  lives  were  so 
greatly  endangered,  but  the  farmyard  stock  invari- 
al>l.\'  suffered  from  the  foxes  or  bears  on  the  least 
oversight,  ^fr.  Smith  is  ranked  anujng  the  most 
imiMirtant  business  agriculturists  of  f^eroy  Town- 
ship and  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  <jf  all 
in  the  conununitw 


©.__ 


-^i. 


^^^ 


{^ 


C^" 


fyRANK  R.  CRANi:)AI>.     In  this  year  of  uji- 
j  paralleled  crops    farmers  are  all  to  be  cou- 
l^         gratulated  upon  their  calling.     Nature  has 
yielded  most  bountifully  of  the  best   of  her  pro- 
ducts and  the  year  1891  will  long  remain   memor- 
able as  one  of  the  most  prolific  ones  in  the  history   1 
of  the  country.     Our  subject  is  one  of  the  fortu- 
nate ones  who    i)artici|)ates    in    the    blessings  that   ! 
have  been  showered   upon    his  calling  this  season.   ' 
lie  owns  a  fine  farm  located  on  section  21.  Howell 
Tow-nship,  Livingston  County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  November  15.  1862.  lie  is  a  son  of  David  F. 
and  Caroline  (Simmons)  Crandal,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  came 
West  in  18,56  and  settled  at  Salem,  ^^'ashtenaw 
Count}',  this  State.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Northfleld.  and  then  came  to  this  place  in 
1865.      Mr.    Crandal,    Sr..  first    purchased    thirty 


acres  and  lived  upon  his  little  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1872.  Our  subject's 
Tiiothcr  resides  with   her  daughter  in   Howell. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of  foiu- 
children.  They  are  Annetta,  now  ^Irs.  V.  Allen. 
Carrie.  Mis.  Amos  AVinegar;  Frank  K.,  our  subject 
and  Fred  V.  The  last  named  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rose  Dieterle.  Our  subject  married 
.Miss  Libby  Richmond  in  December,  1883.  Two 
children  were  the  fruit  of  this  union — Blanche 
and  Tracy.  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Crandal  died  in  1889. 
By  a  second  marriage  our  subject  was  united  to 
Ella  A.  Yerkes,  April  15,  1890.  They  are  the  i)a- 
rents  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Carrie. 

Mr.  Crandal,  the  father  of  him  of  whom  we 
write  ^\as,  in  his  political  ineference,  a  Reii\iblican. 
advocating  the  principles  of  that  partly  on  every 
occasion.  Socially  he  was  a  Mason,  and  was  par- 
ticularly well  known  throughout  the  country  as 
an  exceptionally  fine  horseman.  He  was  engaged 
much  of  his  time  in  Inlying  and  selling  horses', 
dealing  largely  in  those  of  the  finest  breed.  Our 
subject  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming.  As 
a  lad  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
duruig  vacations  and  o\it  of  .school  performing  the 
duties  that  are  a  part  of  the  life  of  an  agricultur- 
ist. ^Vfter  liis  father's  death,  ovu'  subject  bought 
out  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  since 
added  thirty-live  acres  to  the  homestead.  He 
has  some  very  fine  stock,  keeping  graded  Pcr- 
cheron  horses,  as  well  as  cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  of  fine 
breeds. 

Mr.  Crandal  was  intrusted  with  town>hip  hon- 
ors when  very  young.  In  1886.  when  but  twenty- 
two  j'ears  of  age  he  w'as  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  also  held  the  ollice  of  Township  Treas- 
urer. He  is  a  popular  man  with  the  Republican 
party  of  his  district,  and  were  it  his  ambition  to 
have  much  higher  ottice.  doubtless  it  would  be 
given  him.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
the  >laccabees.  Our  subject  has  advanced  ideas  in 
regard  to  farming, and  he  makes  the  land  yield  to 
the  fullest  extent,  feeding  it  liberally  in  order  that 
it  may  feed  him.  He  has  a  fine  orchard  and  is  also 
engaged  in  growing  small  fruits.  He  with  his 
wife  is    a    member    of    the    Methodist    Episcopal 
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Church  of  the  town  of  Howell.  He  is  one  of  the 
Stewards  of  this  body.  He  lias  for  tlie  past  six 
3'ears  been  School  Director,  and  wliile  so  engaged 
has  done  etflcient  worlt  for  the  district.  Mr.  Cran- 
dal  is  one  of  the  prominent  young  men  of  the 
township  of  Howell,  and  his  friends  have  every 
reason  to  exjjcct  of  him  a  prosperous,  progressive 
future. 


.jfO) 


>^P:0RGE  L.  CLARK.  Uliat  are  now  uni- 
versally conceded  to  be  the  best  families 
of  America  are  those  who,  througli  genera- 
tions have  evinced  those  sterling  qualities  of 
manly  worth  and  womanly  virtues  whicli  have 
helped  to  elevate  the  general  community,  and 
have  built  up  that  confidence  which  should  ever 
exist  between  man  and  man,  and  wliicli  must 
prevail  if  true  prosperity  is  to  be  attained.  Such 
a  family  is  that  which  is  re[)reseiite(l  by  our  sub- 
ject. 

The  gentleman  we  have  just  mentioned  belongs 
to  the  firm  of  ,1.  iM.  Clark  it  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
liand  and  [lusii  cars,  railroad  velocii)edes,  ware- 
house trucks,  l)aggage  barrows  and  track  tools, 
and  their  establishment  is  situated  in  the  village 
of  Howell,  Livingston  County.  George  L.  Clark 
is  a  native  of  Royal  ton.  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
where  lie  first  saw  the  light  on  September  15, 
1833.  His  honored  parents,  Robert  W.  and  Hul- 
dah  (Bullock)  Clark,  were  natives  of  JIassachusetts 
and  New  York  respectively.  The  fatlier  was  b_y 
trade  a  boot  and  shoemaker,  but  followed  farming 
tlirougliout  a  considerable  |>ortion  of  his  life  at 
Hoyalton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1839.  His 
widow  long  survived  him  and  completed  her 
ninety-third  year  before  her  si)irit  took  flight  to  a 
better  world  on  the  18th  of  February,  1890. 

Of  the  six  cliildren  of  Robert  and  Iluldah  Clark, 
four  are  now  living — a  son,  .ludson,  lives  in  Carth- 
age, 111.;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Tucker  makes  her  liome  in  Clari- 
don,  N.  Y.;  our  subject  is  to  lie  found  at  Howell, 
as  is  also  his  brother,  .Tohu  ]M.,  wIkj  is  a  member  of 


the  firm  of  .1.  M.  Clark  cfe  Co.  Robert  AV.  Clark 
was  a  son  of  Adam  and  Polly  Clark,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Massachusetts.  Tliey  have  a  large 
family,  wliom  tliey  brought  up  on  tlie  farm,  wliich 
was  situated  near  I'elham,  JSIass.  Adam  Clark  was 
for  thirty'  years  a  member  of  the  tieneral  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  and,  as  this  will  signify,  was  a  very 
prominent  man  in  the  State.  He  had  deep  relig- 
ious convictions  and  was  decided  in  his  support  of 
all  religious  institutions,  being  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

George  L.  Clark  had  his  early  training  in  the 
home  schools,  and  then  attended  the  Brockjiort 
Collegiate  Institute,  continuing  there  for  four 
terms.  He  then  engaged  in  teacliing  during  the 
winters,  exercising  his  powers  in  tliis  direction  in 
the  counties  of  Livingston  and  Macomb,  in  tliis 
State,  as  well  .as  in  New  York.  It  was  in  the  f.all 
of  1855  tliat  he  came  West,  and  settled  in  Howell 
tlie  following  spring.  During  one  season  he  ac- 
comjjanied  a  surveying  party  which  went  on  a 
(Tovernment  survey  to  Duluth,  where  they  made 
their  liendipiarters  and  worked  along  Lake  Supe- 
rior. 

Subsequent  to  this  excursion  this  gentleman  en- 
gaged in  the  business  which  now  employs  his  })owers 
and  time,  Imilding  it  up  in  connection  with  Mr. 
George  Taylor,  with  whom  lie  remained  in  partner- 
ship for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
bought  out  Mr.  Taylor's  interest.  At  various 
times  he  has  had  other  partners,  and  his  brother 
first  took  an  interest  in  the  firm  in  1872.  The 
works  cover  two  lots  and  they  employ  from  fifteen 
to  thirty  men.  Tliey  have  liiiilt  up  such  a  ilemand 
for  their  goods  that  these  are  shiiiiied  all  over  the 
United  States. 

No  event  in  the  life  of  ^Ir.  Clark  has  been  more 
productive  of  true  happiness  and  genuine  pros- 
perity than  his  marriage,  which  took  place  Decem- 
ber 29,  1861.  He  was  then  united  for  life  with 
with  Miss  Sarah  L.  Axtel,  daughter  of  J.  R.  Axtel, 
of  Howell.  Their  four  children  are:  Mary,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  E.  W.  Card,  oi  Medina,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
one  child,  ^Margery;  Elizalieth  I.,  and  the  twins, 
Robert  W.  and  'Winnifred  R.,  are  unmarried.  The 
son,  Robert  W.,  is  connected  with  the  Traders'  Na- 
tional Bank,  <if  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  been 
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for  about  a  year,  and  all  the  children  are  abun- 
dantly rewarding  their  parents  fur  tlie  tare  and 
trainina'  whieh  Ihey  liest<jwed  upon  theni  in  tlieir 
cliildliood. 

Tiie  political  [n-eferences  of  Mr.  Clark  bring  liini 
into  .sympatliy  with  the  principles  and  movements 
of  the  Repnljlican  party,  and  he  was  for  some  time 
one  of  the  village  Trustees.  Like  liis  parents,  he 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbj'terian  Cliurch. 
and  in  every  walk  of  life  he  is  esteemed  as  one  of 
the  i-eliable  and  pi'dmineiit  men  of  Tjiving'ston 
County.  His  pleasant  home  is  on  Mill  Street  and 
his  shop  faces  on  Grand  River  Street.  The  Clark 
family  settled  in  INIassachusetts  at  an  early  day. 
having-  come  from  England,  and  they  were  all 
through  tlieir  history  in  that  State  among  the 
prominent  leaders  in  all  public  movements. 


I  ■    >  >     I  '  I  <   i 


^^t"'i''^ 


allARLES  G.  COOL.  "Were  there  to  be  a 
reunion  of  i)ioneers  of  Livingston  County, 
'  Unadilla  Township  could  furnish,  we  dcnibt 
not,  a  larger  proportion  than  almost  any  otiier, 
and  many  would  lie  the  experiences  and  adven- 
tures related  by  the  old-timers  that  woidd  be  of 
thrilling  interest  to  the  young  iieople  of  to-day 
and  also  to  the  older  people  as  reminiscences  of 
similar  experiences.  He  of  whom  we  write,  a 
farmer,  whose  place  is  located  on  section  (5,  I'na- 
dilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  is  one  of  the 
olil-timers,  having  come  here  at  an  early  date. 

Our  subject's  father  was  .lohn  Cool,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania;  his  mother  was  Martha  (Sutton) 
Cool,  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  they  were  farmers, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1836,  set- 
tling <m  the  place  that  our  suliject  now  oecu|)ies, 
the  original  purchase  being  f(nn-  hundred  and 
eight}-  acres  of  land.  He  secured  it  from  tlic  (hiv- 
ernment  and  it  had  never  lieen  previously  cut  by 
the  i)low  and  was  .as  wild  as  nature  allows. 

The  father  liuilt  a  log  house  and  they  began  the 
process  of  making  a  home.  There  were  no  roads 
at  that  time,  not  even  an  opening,  excepting  an 
Indian  trial,  wliicli  was  called   the  Broad  Trail  aii<l 


went  from  Chicago  to  Detroit.  One  had  to  be  on 
one's  guard  against  the  inclusions  of  the  Indians, 
not  that  they  were'so  hostile  but  that  they  were  such 
inveterate  thieves  and  beggars.  They  had  also  to 
be  watchful  against  the  encroachments  of  the  wild 
animals  and  on  going  out  into  the  fields  the  gun 
was  kei)t  near  at  hand,  for  it  was  not  infre<iuent 
to  meet  a  bear  or  wolves.  There  were  very  few 
neighbors  in  the  locality  and  very  little  money 
current.  From  his  original  ])urchase  the  senior 
Jlr.  Cool  sold  off  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
Before  his  death  he  built  a  good  frame  house  and 
and  also  barns.  He  cleared  off  sixty  .acres,  which 
lie  cultivated  thoroughly.  The  mother  died  about 
twenty  years  ago  and  the  father  twelve  years  .ago. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children,  three  of 
wlioni,  only,  .are  now  living.  They  are,  he  of 
whom  we  write;  Harriet,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Gaylord, 
and  Kmeline.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  inem- 
lier  of  the  Christian  Church.  Politicallj'  his 
father  w.as  a  Democrat  and  for  years  before  his 
death  was  a  Supervisor  and  also  Ilighw.ay  Com- 
missioner. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  first  ojiened  his  eyes 
on  the  light  of  day  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
February  17,  1822.  He  was  fifteen  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  having  received  a  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  State.  It  was  the 
fashion  at  that  time  for  boys  to  do  men's  work  and 
our  suliject  soon  was  competent  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  farm.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty  five  years  of  .age. 

At  the  age  aliove  named  Jlr.  Cool  took  to  wife 
Miss  ]\Iary  Van  Sickle,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  S. 
Van  Sickle,  an  old  [lioneer  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  183."),  and  the  following  year  settled  on  section 
y,  this  township.  Mrs.  Cool  was  born  December 
10,  1827,  in  New  Jersey.  AVlien  married  the  young 
couple  settled  on  the  place  where  they  at  present 
reside  and  here  they  have  always  lived.  The}-  are 
the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Serepta  Ann  is  now  Mrs.  Taft;  Mary 
Jane  is  ^Irs.  L.  .lacobs;  Margaret  E.  is  Mrs.  Lang- 
fitt,  and  Ettie  E.  is  Mrs.  Mapes. 

On  first  settling  here  the  gentlem.an  of  whom 
we  write  had  an  undivided  half  of  eighty  acres, 
t  went  \'-eight   acres  of   which    was   improved.       Ho 
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is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  eleven 
acres,  uf  which  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  are 
under  the  jjIow.  lie  has  always  superintended 
the  farm.  Mr.  Cool  is  a  meml)er  of  the  ^Masonic 
order  at  Sti.ickliridge  niid  was  IMaster  of  the  same 
for  six  yenrs.  Lilie  every  loyal  American  he  has 
taken  an  interest  in  politics,  casting  his  vote  and 
iiilluence  willi  the  Democi'atic  |)ai1y.  He  has  been 
Township  Treasurer  for  some  time. 


IIIAU  B.  TH():MPS0N.  He  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  farmer  re- 
~~^r^  siding-  on  section  2;'),  Hartland  Township, 
i^j)  Livingston  County.  He  was  horn  in  Cato 
Township,  Cayuga  County,  N.  V.,  Septeml)er  2, 
l)S.'i7,  liis  pnrents  Ijeing  Hiram  and  Aiu'elia  (.John- 
son) Tliompson.  The  former  was  lii>rn  in  Dutchess 
County,  X.  Y.,  in  ITDO,  and  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive i)iace  until  nl.iout  twenty  years  of  age, 
at  wliich  time  he  removed  to  JMentz,  Cayuga 
County.  He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  had 
a  reasonable  degree  of  success  attendant  upon  his 
agricultural  pursuits.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  l)eing  born  thei'e  in  1799. 
Slie  married  iier  husliand  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  .after  which  they  located  on  a  farm  in  the 
same  county,  and  tiiere  remained  as  long  .as  they 
hved.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years.  The  motlier  was  seventy-one  years  old 
when  her  decease  took  place. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children  liorn  to  his 
jiarents.  There  were  four  daughters  and  two  sons, 
and  all  grew  to  maturity,  the  decease  of  none  tak- 
ing jdace  under  sixty  years  <.>f  age.  Our  subject 
is  the  youngest  child  of  the  family,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  ])lace.  He  received  his  education 
at  Auburn,  X.  Y.  He  started  out  for  himself  at 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Obejing  Greeley's 
injunction  to  "go  West,  young  man,"  he  went 
into  Wisconsin  and  w.as  there  engaged  for  about 
two  years;  at  the  end  of  whicli  time  he  returned 
to  New  York,  and  remained  tliere  until  1«()8, 
at  which  time  lie  came  to  this  township  ;>nd  c<iunty. 


He  located  where  he  now  resides  in  1882.  By  his 
first  marriage  lie  became  the  husliand  of  Helen 
Koss.  She  was  a  native  of  New  York  State. 
Their  marriage  took  place  December  2^).  1859. 
This  union  was  lilessed  by  the  advent  of  four 
children — two  daughters  and  two  sons — wliose 
names  are  as  follows:  Carrie,  William,  Belle  and 
Ross.  The  tiist  two  are  deceased.  Belle  still 
resides  at  home  with  her  parents,  while  Ross  makes 
his  home  with  his  uncle,  Henry  Iloldridge.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  Michigan  in  1871, 
and  was  interred  at  the  c«metery  at  Highland,  Oak- 
land County. 

]Mr.  Thompson  was  a  second  time  married  .lune 
9,  1875,  his  bi'ide  being  Alice  .1.  Shaw,  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  March  25, 
1849.  She  was  reared  in  the  same  place  witii  our 
subject  and  was  an  old  acquaintance.  He  of  whom 
it  is  our  [ileasure  and  ])rivilege  to  chronicle  the 
leading  facts  in  outline  of  his  career,  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  tine  land 
which  is  all  under  cultivation.  He  engages  in 
general  farming,  and  each  department  is  as  perfect 
as  assiduous  attention  and  unfaltering  care  will 
make  it.  His  place  is  well  im[)roved.  and  liears 
evidence  of  an  intelligent  oversight  on  tliei)artof 
its  owner. 

The  original  of  onr  sketch  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  ever  since  voted  the 
straight  Republican  ticket.  He  has  been  elected 
to  a  nmnber  of  local  offices,  having  been  Super- 
visor of  the  township  in  1878  at  which  time  he  was 
elected,  and  has  continued  to  hold  the  ofHce  for 
eleven  years.  Although  he  was  offered  renomina- 
tion  at  the  end  ofthat  term  he  refused  to  accept 
the  position  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty  in 
civic  affairs,  and  that  after  so  long  a  service  he 
was  entitled  t()  i-est.  Socially  Mr.  Thompson  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  Montezuma  Lodge  of 
New  York  State,  No.  170.  He  is  also  a  M.aster 
Mason.  All  the  memliers  of  our  subject's  family, 
excei^ting  himself  and  another,  who  is  a  memlierof 
the  Metliodist  Ciiurcli,  belong  to  tiie  Episcopal 
Cliurch.  He  is  lilieral  in  his  religious  views,  will- 
ing to  leave  the  lielief  of  others  alone  if  tliey  will 
.allow  him  the  same  privilege. 

Mrs.    Thompson's    parents    were*  .Joseph  C.  and 
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Juliette  (Howe)  Shaw.  Thej'  were  natives  of 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  hut  both  died  in  Vir- 
ginia, ills.  Thompson  is  the  fifth  chikl  in  order 
of  birth,  and  the  second  daughter,  tliere  being 
nine  chihhen  in  the  family.  .She  became  tlie  wife 
of  our  subject  at  Stony  Creelf,  \a..  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son suffered  the  loss  of  two  brothers,  who  were 
killed  in  the  late  War  of  the  Reliellion.  They 
were  by  name  Squire  and  Wesley.  One  was  killed 
at  Cold  Harbor,  the  other  at  Petersburg.  Our  sub 
ject  is  now  the  township  receiver  for  the  Mutual 
Insurance  Connjau}-,  of  Livingston  County.  He 
is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  who  know  him,  it  being  a  rule  with  him  never 
to  assume  responsibilities  to  the  detriment  of  his 
own  immediate  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
discharge  conscientiously  and  perfectly  the  duties 
of  .any  enterprise  when  in  the  line  of  public  work 
prior  vate  interest,  that  his  judgment  dictates  that 
he  can  rightly  take  upon  himself. 


"o5- 


'AMES  B.  FROST.  A  native  of  England, 
the  advent  of  our  subject  into  the  world, 
^,^1  which  took  place  December  13,  1830,  was 
^5^^  made  more  of  an  official  event  than  had  it 
occurred  in  America.  It  was  recorded  in  the 
parish  register  and  the  little  stranger  was  a  subject 
for  a  godfather  and  a  godmother  wiio  [jledgcd  to 
him  a  kind  and  protective  oversight.  His  parents 
were  Richard  B.  Frost  and  his  mother  was  Susan 
(Scott)  Frost,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Scott,  a  native 
of  England.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  large  fruitgrowers  and  dealers.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  one  of  six  children,  there  be- 
ing five  sons  and  one  daughter.  ■  Three  of  the 
sons,  namely:  William  S.,  Charles  C.  and  James  B., 
came  to  America. 

In  1849  our  subject  started  out  for  the  land  that 
promised  speedy  wealth  and  honors.  He  was  only 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  settled  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.  on  a  farm.  On  his  advent  into  the 
State  he  made  his  living  by  working  by  the  day 
or  month  in  the  couiitrv,  sometimes  on  a  fai'in  and 


sometimes  in  the  timber.  Desirous  of  seeing  still 
another  phase  of  American  life,  in  18,")4  he  came 
to  ilichigan  and  settled  in  Livingston  County, 
where  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  saving 
.all  that  he  could  until  in  18.5;j  he  w.as  enabled  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  land^on  section  16,  Wheattield 
Township,  Ingham  County.  Some  years  later  he  was 
married  to  Lydia  Austin,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  B. 
Austin,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  was  an  early  settler 
in  Livingston  County,  and  finally  came  to  Ingham 
County  in  1852  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  The  mother  was  born  in  Xew  York,  her 
maiden  name  being  Preston. 

To  him  of  whom  we  write  and  his  amiable  and 
estimable  wife  came  nine  children.  They  .arc 
Lucella  L.,  .lames  E.,  William  H.,  Celia  A.,  Walter 
B.,  Charles  H.,  Minnie,  Arthur  and  Elmer.  All  are 
living  at  the  present  time.  The  eldest  (huighter 
now  resides  in  Gratiot  County  and  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  .John  S.  Doyle.  The  next  two,  sons,  are  mar- 
ried and  reside  in  Wheatfield  Tov\aiship.  Mr. 
Frost  settled  on  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  first 
pl.ace  which  he  took  up  from  the  Government.  In 
the  usual  thrifty  English  way  he  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres  and  has  chopped  and  cleared  the  place  until 
it  is  an  ideal  agricultural  spot.  Besides  the  farm 
that  he  at  present  owns  he  has  also  given  a  large 
amount  of  land  to  liLs  children.  He  h.as  erected 
good  buildings  upon  his  place  and  the  grove  of 
black  walnut  trees  that  he  has  planted  and  tended 
with  such  care  gives  the  place  its  name.  'I'lic  f'aiin 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  h.as  endured  hardships  and  the 
privations  of  [)ioneer  life,  always  having  been  a 
hardworking  man  and  richly  deserving  of  the 
success  that  he  has  made  of  his  agricultural  ven- 
ture. The  first  team  of  oxen  that  were  used  in 
the  townsliip  our  subject  raised.  He  is  certainly 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  township.  A 
l)reeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Shropshii-e  sheep, 
Mr.  Frost  is  one  of  the  leading  stock-raisers  in  this 
vicinity.  Deeply  aijpreciative  of  the  advantages 
that  education  gives  a  man,  our  subject  is  not  spar- 
ing of  money  or  labor  in  order  to  give  his  children 
every  chance  possible  to  make  themselves  thor- 
oughly cMpalilc  and  cMllurcil  men  and    women.      A 
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Democrat  in  his  political  following  to  which  he 
has  adhered  from  tlie  first,  our  subject  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  political  ollice  or  honors,  jire- 
ferring  to   live  the  life  of  an  independent  farmer. 


I^ANFORD  PARKER.  A  large  and  iionoralile 
I  Jl)  number  of  the  men  of  Oceola  Township, 
Ij;!^  Livingston  County,  have  a  record  of  ser- 
vices to  tlie  country  during  the  days  of  the  Civil 
AVar,  of  which  their  county  feels  proud,  and  which 
it  is  not  unlikely  will  be  held  as  the  choicest  iieri- 
tage  of  their  descendants.  To  have  hel[)ed  to 
carry  the  old  flag  througli  those  dark  days  is  an 
honor  and  will  ever  be  a  joy  to  tliose  wlio  were  so 
happy  to  be  able  to  respond  to  the  call  of  our  war 
President.  He  of  whom  we  now  write  is  one  of 
these  men. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  resides  on  section  4, 
Oceola  Township,  and  is  a  native  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  Ijorn  twenty-eight 
miles  from  Buffalo,  May  30,  1825.  His  father,  Asa 
Parker,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  came  to  Gene 
see  County  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-five  and  theie  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  soon  united  witli 
Jennie  Little,  of  Genesee  County,  wlio  died  in 
that  county  in  1827.  Two  years  after  her  death 
tlie  family  came  West  and  made  a  new  home  in 
Southfield  Township,  Oakland  County,  being  .able 
to  dispose  of  his  New  York  property  for  land  in 
that  place. 

A  few  years  later  Mr.  I'arker  removed  to  Walled 
Lake,  South  Lyons  Township,  where  he  remained 
for  four  or  five  years  and  imiiroved  a  farm.  He 
then  came  in  1835  to  Oceola  Township  and  took 
up  eighty  acres  of  land  from  tlie  Government.  His 
first  home  here  was  one  which  he  pnt  up  hastily 
and  it  was  a  log  shanty  with  shake  covering  and  a 
floor  of  split  bass-wood.  He  afterward  erected  a 
log  house,  cutting  and  hewing  the  logs  himself. 
He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  son  our  subject, 
and  died  April  10,  1867  when  eighty-three  years 
old.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  ])olitical  views. 
His  good  wife  (lied  at   the  af>e  of  about   fort,\'  two 


years,  before  his  removal  West.     Of  their   seven 
only  two  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  youngest  child  of  his  i)arent.s 
and  was  four  years  old  when  became  to  Micliigan. 
His  first  school  days  were  passed  in  Oakland  Town- 
ship, where  he  attended  the  log  schoolhouse  in 
Southfield  Townsiii))  and  finislied  liis  education  in 
Oseola  Township.  He  started  out  for  him.self  at 
.age  of  eleven  years  working  on  a  farm  for  $5  jier 
month  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
during  which  time  he  bought  the  farm  u])oii 
which  he  now  resides. 

The  marri.age  of  our  subject  was  September  16, 
1846,  and  his  bride  w.as  Mary  Ann,  tlie  second 
cliild  in  a  family  of  eleven  ciiildren  of  D.  O.  and 
Rachel  (Legg)  Taft.  This  lady  was  born  in 
AVorcester  County,  Mass.,  April  Ul,  1829.  There 
she  was  reared  and  trained  until  about  fourteen 
years  old  when  she  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
jiarents.  Wlien  Mr.  Parker  located  where  lie  now 
lives  he  had  twenty  acres  of  improved  ground  and 
a  log  house.  He  also  liad  a  yoke  vf  cattle  to  work 
with  and  a  cow  which  had  l)een  given  to  Mrs.  Par- 
ker by  lier  fatiier.  Two  lovely  daughters  and  four 
manly  sons  were  granted  to  them. 

Tlie  children  of  our  subject  areH  Augusta,  who 
is  the  wife  of  David  Van  Syckle,  a  farmer  in  I'n.a- 
diila  Township;  Orlando  .T.,  wlio  married  Florence 
Trumane  and  is  in  the  drug  Inisiness  in  Howell; 
Frank  1).,  wlio  is  united  in  marriage  witli  Sadie 
Sinitli,  and  is  in  the  dry-goods  Ijusiness  in  Fowler- 
ville;  Cliarley,  deceased;  Eftie  J., the  widow  of  E.  G. 
Finl)ler,  who  was  a  lawyer  in  Howell  and  Emmet 
D.,  who  resides  at  lioine  with  his  father.  Tlie 
grandchildren  of  our  subject  are  four  children  of 
the  Van  Syckle  household  and  two  children  of 
Orlando's. 

Jlr.  Parker  has  two  hundred  acres  of  well  im- 
proved land,  eighty  of  which  are  on  section  4,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  9.  The 
latter  tract  includes  the  eighty  acres  entered  from 
the  Government  by  his  father.  He  split  every 
rail  which  has  been  used  ujion  the  farm  and  li.as 
made  all  the  improvements  and  set  out  every  tree. 
The  commodious  and  attractive  house  was  jnit  up 
in  1869  at  an  expense  of  $3,000  and  liis  barn  cost 
^HW.     He  is  dointr  a  general  farming  business  and 
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devotes  eonsiderable  attention  to  stock.  He  has 
two  liundred  head  of  sheep  and  other  stock  in 
]iroiioiti(iii.  He  is  a  Repuhlieau  in  liis  jiolitical 
views  and  was  County  Treasurer  of  Livingston 
County  in  1HH4  and  was  Township  Treasurer  for 
one  term,  liesidos  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Review  and  School  Director  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Parker  enlisted  February  26,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany 15,  Kiglith  ^licliigan  Infantry,  and  was  taken 
sick  while  still  at  Flint,  Mich.,  with  a  severe  attack 
of  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  As  soon  as  he  could 
travel  he  was  allowed  to  come  home  and  u])(>n  his 
recovery  to  health  joined  the  regiment  at  AVarren- 
ton  Station,  \'a..  and  was  present  during  tiie  con- 
flicts of  Ihc  Wilderness.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Spotsylvania.  Harrison  l^.nnding,  and  Cold  Har- 
lior.  also  with  tlie  forces  that  made  their  raid  on 
Peterslnirg,  Va.  He  was  again  taken  sick  and  was 
sent  home  on  a  furlough  and  received  his  honora- 
ble discharge  at  Detroit,  Jlay  19,  1865. 

Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Parker  are  very  useful  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  which  they  belong 
and  for  which  he  gave  land  when  they  were  en- 
deavering  to  erect  a  house  of  worship.  In  all 
church  mattei's  he  takes  an  active  part  and  was 
Steward  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  still  one  of 
the  Trustees.  He  also  gave  land  for  the  school- 
house  which  stands  on  the  south  part  of  section  4. 
These  instances  of  his  liberality  are  only  charac- 
teristic of  the  man  who  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  every  enterprise  which  will  pro- 
mote the  good  of  the  community.  This  trait  witli 
his  many  otiier  valuable  and  excellent  elements  of 
character  make  him  universally  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  Ills  ncigiiboi-s. 


*iIIO:\L\S  McKFRNAX.  one    of    the    oldest 
•ettlers  of  tins  countv,  who  has  lived  here 


since  18,'}fi.  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N. 
Y.,  October  3(1,  18:!l.  His  parents  wmv  .John  ami 
Margaret  (flossy)  McKernan;  the  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  in  ( )range  County,  moved  to  Xoi'thfleld, 
Washtenaw   Coniilw   Mi<-h..  in   IS:!:5.      Three  years 


later  he  removed  to  White  Oak  Township,  this 
county,  when  this  section  of  Michigan  was  entirely 
a  wilderness.  He  took  from  the  (iovernment  five 
lots  of  new  land  and  cleared  otT  a  good  farm. 

Upon  that  pioneer  farm  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood.  The  common  schools  of  that  day  were 
somewhat  limited  in  their  curriculum  but  the 
teachers  were  conscientious  and  devoted;  the  jjupils 
felt  the  need  of  gaining  knowledge  and  the  drill 
was  thorough  and  constant.  jNIr.  McKei-nan  ob- 
tained therein  a  good,  practical  education,  and 
after  leaving  school  devoted  himself  to  farming 
for  some  time. 

The  family  of  .lolin  and  ^Margaret  McKernan 
consisted  of  sixteen  children,  eight  sons  and  eight 
daughters.  Two  sons  died  in  the  army;  Philip, 
who  was  the  Captain  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
seventh  ilichigan  Infantry,  and  Willinm,  who  be- 
longed to  Company  H,  Third  ^lichigan  Regiment. 
Our  subject  enlisted  August  1.3,  1862,  after  his  two 
lirothers  had  been  killed,  and  liecame  a  niemlier  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  ^Michigan  Infantry,  Company  H, 
and  was  in  the  Army  of  the  IVjtomac,  doing  most 
of  his  fighting  in  the  Second  Army  Corps.  He 
passed  through  the  different  battles  in  which  his 
regiment  was  engaged  until  he  was  discharged  at 
W.ashington  March  27,  186;"),  upon  the  ground  of 
physical  disability.  He  had  been  pnmioted  from 
the  ranks  of  a  private  to  the  position  of  a  Corporal 
and  afterward  to  that  of  Sergeant. 

Upon  his  retinn  home  Mr.  .McKernan  again  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  [jursuits  and  remained  on 
the  farm  till  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  oHice  of  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
being  the  first  successful  candidate  on  that  ticket 
for  tw^enty  vears.  He  took  the  oath  of  otlice  upon 
Xew  Year's  Day  1883,  and  served  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  retired  from  active  work  and  has 
since  lived  in  Lansing  at  No.  60.")  North  Walnut 
Street.  To  him  and  his  faithful  heli)niatc.  wlio 
was  formerly  Miss  'Slary  Welch,  of  Washtenaw 
County,  four  children  have  been  l)orn,  three  of 
whom,  two  sons  and  one  daugliter,  died  in  infancv. 
The  surviving  child,  Eugene,  is  now  in  business  in 
Omaha,  Neb.,  and  travels  for  a  Xew  York  firm. 
While  living  in  White  Oak  Township,  IVIr.  Mc- 
Kernnn  w.as  TreasiU'er  of  the   t(i\\nship  and  Com- 
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inissioner.  Socially  be  is  identified  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  liiiilily 
esteemed  wherever  known. 

Mr.  ]MeKernan  has  long  niaintahied  tlie  reputa- 
tion uf  a  skilled  hunter.  Probably  no  man  in  this 
county  lias  shot  more  deer  or  other  Mild  game  tlian 
he,  and  he  can  say  what  perhai)s  no  other  man  can 
truthfully  assert,  that  he  killed  one  deer  with  Ids 
father's  rifle  before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nine 
years.  At  that  time  Indians  were  plentiful  and 
were  his  (inly  playmates,  often  accompanying  him 
on  liunting  expeditions.  He  recalls  vividly  that 
the  last  tluee  wild  turkeys  he  brought  down  were 
siiot  with  a  rille  wliilc  tlie  birds  were  on  the  wing. 
In  connection  with  this  sketcli  tlie  reader  will  find 
a  lithograpliic  portrait  of  Mi'.  McKernan. 


4& 


ENRY  BURKHAKT,  deceased.  Among  tiic 
Imnoied  and  respected  citizens  of  Living- 
ston County,  who  came  here  at  an  early 
day  and  proved  themselves  clHcient  in  pro- 
moting the  growth  (if  tlie  cdhuiy  and  developing 
its  resources  along  the  lines  of  agriculture  as  well 
as  in  moral,  religious  and  intellectual  ])aths,  none 
is  worthy  of  more  esteem  than  lie  whose  name  we 
place  at  the  head  of  this  paragraiili. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  October  19,  ISiO,  iu\ar  Mt. 
M(n'ris,  X.  V.,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sally 
(.Johnson)  lUirkhart,  natives  of  Nevv  York.  The 
father  chose  farming  as  his  life  work  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  184(5,  settling  in  Colioctah  Township, 
Livingst(jn  County,  where  he  entered  and  improved 
a  farm.  To  him  and  his  good  wife  were  granted 
ten  children,  of  whom  eight  lived  to  liecoine  the 
heads  of  families,  namely:  Henry,  I'riali,  iMary  A., 
Emily,  Marquiss,  Sarah,  Harriet  and  Hannah.  Sam- 
uel Burkhart  died  suddenly  in  .lanuaiy,  1861,  as 
he  dropped  dead  without  a  moment's  warning.  His 
wife  survived  him  some  five  (ir  six  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  up  upon  a  farm  and 
received  but  scanty  .schooling,  as  the  educational 
advantages  of  that  earlj-  day  were  very  limited. 
The  earlv  settlers  of  3Iiehigan  were  .-i  class  of  intel- 


ligent and  educated  men  and  women,  and  they  de- 
sired for  their  children  the  best  opportunities  and 
secured  them  as  early  as  possible,  but  during  the 
first  few  decades  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  pro- 
vide as  they  would  have  wished  in  this  direction. 

The  young  man  became  a  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
a  calling  which  was  ver^"  valuable  in  those  days,  as 
wagons  were  not  plentiful  among  the  settlers  and 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  them.  Upon  the  I'Jth 
of  March,  1844,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lydia  Ilagedorn,  who  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Penfield,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  .lanuarv 
2-3,  1824.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rachel  (Hall)  Il.agedorn.  who  carried  on  a  farm  in 
New  Y'ork.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Burkhart  had 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely:  .Tonathan. 
David,  John,  Almira,  Lena,  Lavina,  Margaret,  and 
Lydia.  Three  of  these  children  died  in  childhood 
and  one  of  the  sons  passed  away  when  a  young 
man.  Their  mother  who  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  1832,  and 
Mr.  Ilagedorn  married  Maigaret  Randolph  for  liis 
second  wife  and  she  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  .losiah  and  Esther.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his 
liolitieal  views  and  he  died  in  AVelister  Township, 
.Monroe  County,  X.  Y..  in  1868. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  he  and  his 
liride  made  their  first  home  at  Little  Sandusky. 
Oliio,  but  in  the  fall  of  184.')  they  came  to  INIichi- 
gan  and  settled  in  liyron,  Shiawassee  County.  But 
here  .Mr.  Burkhart  was  constantly  afHicted  with 
ague,  and  after  remaining  here  for  a  year  they  de- 
cided to  leave  the  AV^est  and  return  to  their  East- 
ern Inmie.  It  was  not  until  Xovemlier,  18,')4,  that 
the  family  decided  to  try  the  effect  of  the  Western 
climate,  and  upon  their  return  to  Michigan  they 
settled  in  Cohoctah  for  a  few  years  and  later  went 
to  Flint,  this  State,  where  they  |)ui'chased  eighty 
acres  of  laiid  and  made  that  their  home  for  some 
time. 

In  the  fall  of  186;')  31 1'.  lUukhart  returned  to 
Cohoctah  Townshij)  and  purchased  one  hundred 
and  ten  .acres  on  section  ;5;i.  which  w.as  mostly  in 
a  cleared  and  iini)rovcd  condition.  Hei'e  he  made 
his  home  until  he  was  called  hence  by  death,  .July 
17.  1^(88.  The  children  of  Henry  and  Lydia 
liurkhart  are:  AVilliam  II.  ;II(mier.  who  died  at  the 
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age  of  fifteen;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Bethuel  Rathburn; 
Frank  A.;  Ella  (deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of 
Flank  Doiiance;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Koliert  P>iave- 
ner;  and  Jessie.  Ever  since  theii-  mairiage  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  active  and  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi»al  Church, 
and  the  loss  of  this  esteemed  and  liclovod  brother 
was  deeply  felt  liy  all  the  menihersof  that  body. 


IRAM  J.  DANA.  There  is  probably  no 
J  jj)  one  in  Leroy  Township,  Inghan  County, 
who  is  lietter  known  and  more  highly 
respected  among  the  old  pioneers  than  he 
wliose  name  we  now  give.  He  was  liorn  October 
22,  is.'id,  in  (ienesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  ls;i7 
lie  came  with  his  parents,  ( )i-en  and  Aiieline  ((iood- 
well)  Dana,  from  New  York  to  ^Michigan,  making 
the  last  stage  of  tlieli'  journey  with  ox-team  to 
Detroit,  thus  beeoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
l^eroy  Township.  Their  first  home  was  in  a  log 
shanty  about  18x20  feet,  and  it  was  of 
rough  eonst ruction  with  split  plank  for  a  rtftor. 
After  residing  there  for  about  two  years  the\- 
erected  a  more  coinfortal)le  log  cabin. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  first  .Super- 
visor for  the  district  which  now  comprises  four 
townships.  To  liis  iiome  came  seven  children, 
only  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Hiiam  .T.,  .lames,  Mary  (wife  of  William  'J'urner), 
and  Edwin  L.  lie  was  a  man  of  public  spirit  and 
a  leader  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  in  his  death 
the  cftuntv  lost  a  valued  citizen  and  one  of  her 
original  pioneers.  He  also  for  many  years  was 
.Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  which  ottice  lie  was  elected 
by  the  vote  of  both  parties. 

( )in' subject  grew  up  amidst  the  woods  and  has 
pleasant  memories  of  Indian  neighbors,  who  were 
friendly  and  glad  to  exchange  kindnesses.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  early  schools  of  lli;it 
day,  which,  although  narrow  in  their  curriculum, 
were  thorough  in  drill  and  gave  him  a  good  foun- 
dation     for     future     study.     ITpon     the     2.'id     of 


October.  1853,  he  married  Mary  A.  Belts,  who  bore 

him  two  children,  both  deceased,  and  their  mother 
has  also  passed  from  earth.  TJie  .second  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Alice  P>arnes,  and  to  her  were 
granted  nine  children,  eiglit  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Nora  (wife  of  Frank  Horton), 
Charles  F.,  Hiram  H.,  Adaline,  Alvin  ().,  F'rederick 
F.,  Alta  M.  and  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Alice  Dana  was 
some  years  ago  called  from  earth,  and  Mv.  Dana 
married  the  present  Mrs.  Dana,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  know  as  IClla  Mann.  One  son.  Earl, 
has  blessed  this  union,  and  to  all  the  children  the 
father  Is  giving  excellent  advantages  for  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  Dana  has  lived  upon  his  farm  for  fifty- 
three  years,  with,  the  exception  of  one  year  spent 
i:i  the  mercantile  business  in  Williamstown,  and  it 
is  by  his  hand  that  this  beautiful  estate  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty  .acres  has  Iieen  develojied  from 
the  condition  of  llie  wilderness  to  its  present  pros- 
perous state.  He  is  identitied  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  \Villiamston,  and 
in  his  political  views  is  attached  to  tlie  Democratic 
l)arty.  His  success  in  life  is  a  cause  of  rejoicing 
not  only  among  the  members  of  his  family  lint 
also  with  all  wluj  have  known  liis  long  life  among 
them  and  his  marked  characteristics  of  proliity 
and  honor. 


^^>^^<^^-;^ 


^^  HRISTOPHEI!  C.  KiN(;siJ.;V.  Inevitable 
|(  „  to  every  living  thing,  death  is  still  a  mys- 
"^^^  ferj',  because  of  the  great  unknown  that  lies 
beyond  the  veil,  which  is  only  rent  as  breath 
cea.ses  to  pass  the  lips  and  the  heart  is  stilled  in 
its  pulsati(m.  One  never  realizes  the  ch.asm  that 
the  dread  Angel  of  Desolation  opens  up  until  he 
has  taken  from  us  one  who  is  as  near  and  dear  as 
nature  has  allowed  the  tie  to  be.  The  man  whose 
name  is  above  and  of  whom  one  might  say  in 
Shakespeare's  words,  "here  is  a  man,"  [jassed  away 
from  this  life  .January  5,  ]88!S,  leaving  to  mourn 
Ills  loss  a  widow — Mrs.  Anna  A.  Kingsley. 

Mr.  Kingslev  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1838. 
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He  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Polly  Kingsley, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  They  came  West  and 
settled  at  Salem.  Washtenaw  County,  this  State, 
and  there  engaged  in  fanning.  There  was  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  our  subject  being  the  fonrtli 
in  order  of  liirth.  Althougli  like  most  of  the  men 
who  liave  acquired  property  in  tliis  State,  he  began 
with  very  little,  before  his  deatli  he  had  accu- 
mulated more  than  a  handsome  proi)erty — being 
one  of  tlie  prominent  and  wealthy  farmers  of  How- 
ell Township.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  beautiful 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  bearing  fine 
buildings  and  an  exceUently-l)uiIl  residence,  also 
barns  and- sheds  for  stock. 

Tlie  original  of  this  sketch  w.as  married  first  to 
Susan  Thomas.  Mrs.  Susan  Kingsley  died  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1M7;).  and  she  was  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, wiiose  names  are,  Luella,  Christopher  C.  and 
Grace.  In  IHSO  lie  was  again  married,  this  union 
being  willi  Miss  Anna  A.  Stephens.  Tlieir  nuptials 
were  solemnized  at  Howell  Township.  Mrs.  Kings- 
lej^  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Eunice  (South- 
well) Stephens.  wIki  were  natives  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.  They  came  to  jMichigan  in  an  early 
day  and  engaged  in  farming.  Andrew  .Stephens 
was  a  man  of  great  ability,  unending  perseverance 
and  highest  integrity.  He  died  at  Woodhull,  Mich., 
and  liis  wife  at  Williamston.  They  had  a  family  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  They 
are  Philander,  Sarah  A..  Eliza  J.,  Josephine  and 
Anna  A.,  who  is  now  ;\Iis.  Kingsley.  Those  who 
passed  away  are:  Nathan,  who  was  a  soldier  in  tlie 
late  war  of  the  Rebellion;  he  lost  his  health  in  the 
army  and  died  one  year  after  his  return  of  con- 
sumption. The  other  sons  who  are  deceased  are 
Joseph  and  Charles.  Mr.  Kingsley,  during  liis  life, 
was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Public-spirited  and  liberal,  he  took  a  deep  interest 
in  all  that  [lertained  to  the  gi'owth  and  welfare  of 
the  county  and  his  influence  is  still  felt  here. 

Mrs.  King.sley,  who,  in  dictating  this  biographical 
sketch  thus  pays  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
companion  with  whom  she  lived  so  happily  for  a 
for  a  number  of  years,  is  a  lady  of  marked  refine- 
ment and  taste.  She  presides  with  dignity  and 
grace  over  the  beautiful  home  of  which  her  hus- 
band   made    hei-   mistress.      Her    parents    <lied   in 


Shiawassee  County.  She  is  the  mother  of  three 
children — Ezra  A..  ^lildred  M.  nnd  Willie  E.,  dead. 
Prominent  in  every  measure  that  promi-ses  to  be 
for  the  interest  and  advancement  of  the  commun- 
ity in  which  she  lives,  she  is  looked  up  to  and 
respected  liy  all  who  know  her. 


_=] 
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IRAM  J.  LOYEJOY.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  the  liiogra|)lier  records  a  life  which 
has  been  notable   alike   for  service  both  in 

peace  and  war.  The  military  record  of  Mr. 
Lovejoy  is  one  of  which  any  i)atriot  might  feel 
proud,  and  since  the  days  of  peace  have  come  he 
has  proved  himself  equally  worthy  in  the  ordinary 
avocations  of  life.  His  pleasant  home  is  situated 
on  section  ;5.  Locke  Townshiji,  Ingham  County, 
and  he  is  a  \Yolverine  ])y  birth,  having  had  his 
nativity.  August  5,  1814.  His  father,  Hiram 
Lovejoy,  was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  his 
mother,  Sarah  E.  Knowles,  was  bom  in  New  York. 
William  Lovejoy,  a  half-brother  of  the  father  was 
a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  Hiram  Lovejoy 
came  to  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  in  1837,  and  some 
years  later  made  his  home  in  Shiawassee  County, 
removing  to  Ingham  County  in  1847,  and  taking 
land  now  occupied  by  his  sons. 

When  this  family  came  here  there  were  but  live 
voters  including  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Sr.,  in  the  school 
district.  A  log  cabin  furnished  a  shelter  for  the 
family  and  here  this  hardworking  pioneer  did 
much  in  clearing  the  land.  He'died  from  a  stroke 
of  lightning,  July  24,  1872,  being  killed  while 
asleep  upon  his  bed.  He  had  been  bereaved  t)f 
his  wife  January  24,  18()7.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  his  political  views  and  a  conscientious  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  I'nited  Brethren. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  third  year  when  he 
came  to  this  county  from  Shiawassee  County, 
traveling  with  ox-teams,  and  here  he  received  his 
early  training  and  education.  He  remembers  hear- 
ing the  wolves  liowl  and  seeing  the  black  bears 
prowl  about  his  earlj'  home.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,   which    he   has  abundantly 
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supplemented  by  an  extensive  course  of  reading-. 
He  enlisted  August  7,  1862,  in  Company  A,  Twen- 
tieth HeirinuMit.  Mkliiuan  Infantry,  and  took  |)art 
in  tlie  battles  ol'  Fredwieksliurg,  SpotUsylvania. 
the  Wilderness,  Nye  River  and  skirmishes  of  minor 
importance.  He  served  for  over  three  years  doing 
duty  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  received  liis 
honorable  discharge,  May  28,  1865,  but  remained 
ill  Washington  to  take  part  in  the  (4rand  Review 
and  was  present  at  the  funeral  pageant  of  the  be- 
loved martyred  President. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Lovejoy  returned  to  Ingham 
County,  and  bought  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  He  was  married  March  14, 1869,  to  Helen 
M.  Houghton,  daughter  of  Horace  Houghton,  a 
■well-known  citizen  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. 
This  couple  liad  one  daughter,  Cora  Isabel,  who  is 
now  eng.aged  in  teaching  music.  His  eighty  acres 
of  linely  cultivated  land  have  been  gained  l)y  his 
efforts,  aided  only  by  the  co-operation  of  his 
worthy  heli)inate.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  has  served  many  years  as  .Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  He  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Perry.  Michi- 
gan, and  is  highly  respected  in  that  order. 


N.  CLARK.  Tiie  owner  of  the  most  ele- 
gant home  in  the  beautiful  little  town 
of  Brighton  is  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
bead  of  this  sketch.  The  greater  part  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  in  the  calling  of  agriculture,  from 
the  active  pursuit  of  which,  however,  he  is  now 
retired,  being  determined  to  enjo\  what  of  life  is 
before  him.  The  greater  portion  of  the  time  that 
he  devotes  to  business  is  spent  in  the  placing  of 
investments.  Our  subject  was  born  in  this  State, 
in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  which  is  now  best 
known  as  having  so  high  a  standing  as  an  educa- 
tional center.  His  natal  day  was  May  9.  1827. 
His  father  was  .bison  Clark,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, although  he  removed  to  New  York  when 
a    young    man.      There    he   married    Miss   Polly 


Britton,  and  pursued  the  calling  of  farming  in 
that  State  for  a  nuniljer  of  years.  In  1823,  before 
Michigan  had  been  admitted  as  a  State,  he  emi- 
grated hither,  coming  liy  way  of  Lake  Erie  to 
Detroit,  and  settled  u|ion  laud  which  is  now 
located  near  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor.  ,\t  that  time 
there  were  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  houses  in 
the  locality.  He  there  purchased  land  of  the 
(Government,  and  bent  his  efforts  to  clearing  and 
improving  the  .same,  making  of  it  a  beautiful 
farm. 

At  that  time  the  country  was  very  new,  the  In- 
dians not  yet  having    been    convinced    that  thej- 
had  not  a  legal  and  moral  right  there.    AVild  game 
of    all    kinds    was    plentiful,  and    the    larder  was 
often    stocked    with     the    clK)icest    venison,    wild 
turkey,  bear  meat,  and   other  meat   viands,  while 
corn  and  wheat  were  easily  raised  in  the  virgin  soil 
that  needed  only  to  be  turned  over  with  the  plow 
after  being  cleared,  and  the  seed  tin  rein  dropped. 
The   Indians  on  their  way   to   Detroit    to   receive 
their  rations  and  presents  were  the   most   frequent 
passers-by  at  the  Clark   home,    and    firm   was    the 
l)residing  genius  there,  or   it   is  doul)tful  whether 
the  taniily  would  themselves  have  had  enough  to 
eat   and    wear,  such   inveterate  beggars  did  thej' 
find  their  red-skinned  visitors  to  be.     The  father 
subsequently  removed  to  Scio  Township,  in  Wash- 
tenaw   County,   and    later   came    to    Green   Oak 
Township.  Livingston   County,  where  he   took  up 
Government  laud,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
and  thus  engaged  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  passing  awa^'  from   this  world    at  the  age  of 
seventy-four   years,    in    1865.     He  served  during 
the  War  of  1812.     He  was  much  interested  in  the 
progress  of  church  work  as   accomplished    by  the 
I'resbyterian  denoinination,  in  which  body  he  was 
an  Elder,  and   had    been    so   connected  for  many 
years  ])rior  to  his  decease.     Our   sulijcct's   mother, 
although  a  native  of  ^'el•nloul,  was  reared  in  New 
York  State,  where  she  received  her  education.  She 
was    of    French    descent,  and   gifted  with  all  the 
charms  and  graces  of  manner  and  mind  of  her  an- 
cestors.    She  was  almost  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Presbyterian   Church.     She    died    in   185t).  leaving 
eight  chihben.  of  whom  four  are  still   living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 


762 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


Our  subject  was  born  in  tbe  log'  bouse  built  by 
his  father,  on  the  present  site  of  Ann  Arbor.  He 
enjo.yed  only  limited  educational  advantages,  for 
at  that  time  there  were  but  few  schools  and  but 
little  time  to  spare  for  even  an  acquisition  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  three  R's,  and  of  the  Rule  of 
Three.  He  only  attended  school  in  the  little  log 
school  house,  that  was  quite  a  distance  from  his 
home,  about  one  term;  but  being  an  assimilative 
nature,  the  early  deflciency  was  largely  made  up 
for  by  later  study  and  reading.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  and  improving  the  land,  his  ax 
ringing  out  during  the  winter  season  fnmi  dawn 
until  time  to  take  care  of  the  stock,  (ireat  heaps 
of  branches  and  logs  were  converted  into  potash, 
that  enriched  and  fertilized  the  land,  fertile  as  it 
already  was.  He  c(Mitinued  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  began  farming  the  old  homestead  on  shares, 
and  in  a  few  years  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  the 
place,  which  was  located  on  section  9,  of  Green 
Oak  Township. 

Our  subject  began  threshing  when  he  was  only 
seventeen  years  old,  and  made  that  his  bu5.iness, 
during  the  season,  for  about  twenty-tive  years. 
During  this  time  he  invented  a  straw-carrier  to  be 
used  on  the  old-fashioned  wheat  thresher.  This  was 
called  a  three-section  stacker.  LTpon  this  he  ob- 
tained a  patent,  and  later  he  invented  and  had 
patented  another  stacker  for  use  on  the  vil)rator 
thresher.  In  the  spring  of  1873  Mr.  Clark  retired 
from  active  farming  and  removed  to  Brighton, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  the  fall  of  1872 
he  disposed  of  his  farm,  and  has  since  interested 
hinis'elt  in  money  lending. 

In  November,  1853,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Gouclier,  who  was  born 
in  Byron,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Austin  (ioucher,  also  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  at  an  earl\'  day  and 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  pursued  until  the 
end  of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  about  1875. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  had  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  raised  two,  P^mma  and  Frank 
Gouclier,  the  former  now  deceased.  They  have 
also  given  a  parent's  care  and  affection  to  a  young- 
girl,  Minnie  Ilatt,  who,  while   with  them,  received 


an  excellent  education.  Our  subject  shows  his 
progressive  principles  by  allying  himself  with  the 
Prohibition  part\',  whose  platform  he  feels  to  em- 
body the  principles  that  must  be  the  issue  of  the 
future  as  much  in  [)ublic  life  as  in  domestic  rela- 
tions. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  body  he  has  been  a 
Trustee  for  some  time. 

Since  making  his  home  in  Brighton,  he  of  whom 
we  write  has  been  somewhat  engaged  in  selling 
agricultural  implements,  but  his  liusiness  is  prin- 
cipally that  of  lending  money.  Most  of  the  win- 
ters are  sjjcnt  by  our  suliject  and  Ids  wife  in  a 
more  genial  clime  than  that  of  Michigan.  As  the 
cold  weather  approaches  they  usually  flit  to  Cali- 
fornia or  Florida,  in  both  of  which  States  they 
have  spent  several  seasons. 


[ff^REDRICK    P.    StllHOKDFK.       A    uote- 
\~~(g)    wnrthv  element  in    our   populalioii    is    that 
/li  ckiNS  who,  being    the   children    of  our  (ier- 

man-American  citizens  have  shown  the  excellent 
training  of  the  Fatherland  in  their  iiidustiy  and 
thrift.  They  have  helped  to  develop  the  resources 
of  this  country  and  many  of  them  are  prominent 
on  account  of  their  success  in  business.  Among 
these  we  And  tlie  gentleman  whose  name  appears 
at  the  head  of  this  paragraph,  who  came  to  this 
county  with  only  >fl\  in  his  pocket  and  to-day  is 
(me  of  the  leading  financiers  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Scliroeder,  who  is  now  a  dealer  in  hardware 
and  agricultural  implements  at  Howell  was  liorn 
in  Berlin,  Canada,  in  1855,  his  immediate  progen- 
itors lieiug  Henry  and  Johannah  (Wejhraucli) 
Scliroeder,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
Canada  in  1849.  The  father  was  by  trade  a  tiii- 
siiiith  and  followed  that  vocation  in  Canada  before 
coming  to  Detroit  in  1856.  After  his  wife's  death, 
which  took  place  in  1882,  this  good  man  remained 
at  the  Citj-  of  the  Straits  until  1H86,  when  he  came 
to  Howell  where  he  has  since  remained. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
I'liilip  Schroeder,  who  was  by  trade  a  cooper,  and 
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went  to  Ciinada  and  afterward  lived  at  Detroit  but 
eventually  rcliinR-il  tn  liis  nativi-  l;iu<l  wIrti'  iiu 
died.  Tlie  iiiatenial  grandfather, .laeoh  Weyliraueli. 
was  a  wajion maker  and  spent  liis  life  in  his  native 
l)rovince  of  Saxony,  (ierniany.  The  fdur  eliildi-eu 
of  IIenr\-  Sehroeder  are  ^Irs.  Peler  Kit/,,  of  Detroit, 
Fredriek  P.;  ]\Irs.  Fied  Bloss,  of  t'hiea^o;  and  Al- 
fred A.,  of  Detroit. 

He  of  whom  we  write  reeeived  his  edueation 
mostly  at  Detroit  at  the  (iernian  Lutheran  School 
and  earned  his  first  wages  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  carrying  [lareels  for  the  crockery  store  of  R. 
W.  King.  Here  lie  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half 
and  then  hegan  his  a[)pi'enticeslii|)  to  the  tinner's 
trade.  After  serving  three  years  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  four  and  a  half  years  in  Detroit,  after 
which  he  came  to  Fowlerville  and  worked  there  in 
the  same  capacity  for  six  months  for  Cook  tt  Laugh- 
liu.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  these  gentle- 
men dissolved  partnership  and  our  suliject  took 
charge  of  the  establisiimont  for  Mv.  Liuighlin  and 
thus  continued  for  six  years. 

Mr.  Sehroeder  now  went  on  the  road,  traveling 
for  S.  L.  Bigiiall  it  Co.,  of  Chicago,  selling  heavy 
hardware,  and  after  .about  one  year  in  their  service 
he  ivliinied  to  Fowlerville  and  bought  a  half  in- 
terest with  Mr.  Lauglilin  in  his  business,  entering 
into  partnership  under  the  tirni  name  of  Laughliii 
&  Sehroeder.  Four  yeais  later  Mr.  Sehroeder  sold 
out  his  intert'st  in  tliis  luisiness  and  coming  to 
Howell  established  a  hardware  store  of  his  own. 
He  first  oiiened  across  the  street  from  his  ju'csent 
place  of  business.  He  then  i)urehased  lots  on  the 
corner  of  AValnut  andCirand  River  Streets,  and  put 
up  llie  linest  building  lilock  in  Howell.  It  is  a 
lieautiful  brick  block  with  dimensions  of  23x122 
feet  and  is  two  stories  in  height,  liaving  an  imple- 
ment room  65x21  feet.  Five  men  beside  himself 
are  needed  to  keep  this  establishment  going. 

Some  live  and  one-half  miles  .south  of  Howell 
there  is  a  handsoine  fnrm  which  is  owned  and  inaii- 
aged  by  Mr.  Sehroeder.  It  is  well  improved  and  a 
credit  to  its  owner.  He  also  has  a  share  in  an 
orange  grove  in  Florida.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  is  still  connected  with  the  liending 
AVorks  of  Howell,  and  with  two  others  hns  just 
.started  the  Sampson  Basket  and  Barrel  \\'orks  near 


the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor  Railroad  track.     His  mar- 

ri;ige,  wliich  took  place  in  1S1^2.  brought  to  his 
home  Miss  Kugenia  X.aylor,  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
and  Lnura  Xaylor.  His  |)olitical  views  are  such  as 
are  expiessed  in  the  declarations  and  platform  of 
the  Re|iublican  party  and  both  he  and  his  good 
wife  are  earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Chinch.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  Masonic  orderaiid  has  been  one  of  its  members 
for  some  years. 


^^l 


:h;«§;b: 


1^ 


EONARD  HUCK.  A  progressive  agricul- 
turist in  Howeli  Townshii),  Livingston 
i^Y  County,  our  subject  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  farm  on  section  30.  It  comprises  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  acres  of  land,  which  is  a  model  in 
the  way  of  cultivation  and  general  appointments. 
He  has  here  a  beautiful  home  and  the  finest  barns 
and  ouduiildings.  Coming  here  in  1858,  he  first 
purchased  forty  acres  and  built  a  log  house  which 
served  as  the  aliiding-place  for  himself  and  family 
until  he  had  added  other  lands  to  his  original  ])iir- 
cliase  and  was  enabled  by  their  iiroductiveness  to 
erect  his  present  attractive  and  pleasing  residence. 

Mr.  Huek  is  a  representative  of  the  Teutonic  ele- 
ment in  this  country,  having  been  born  near  the 
Rhine  in  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Frank  and  Catherine 
(Kern)  Huek.  natives  of  (k'rmany.  The  former 
was  a  miller  by  trade  and  came  to  America  with 
his  family  in  the  iiope  of  liettering  their  circum- 
stances in  1848.  They  first  settled  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  later  came  to  Macon  County, 
Jlicli.,  in  1854.  There  the  head  of  the  family  re- 
maine<l  for  one  summer  anil  then  removed  his  r.'im- 
;ly  anil  household  etfects  to  Marion  Townshii),  this 
eoiiiit\-.  Later  again  he  removed  to  Brighloii 
Township.  There  he  engaged  in  farming  for  some 
little  time  and  then  removed  to  Howell  Township 
in  185().  Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
cm-red  in  1860. 

Our  subject's  mother  survi\ed  her  husband  by 
several  years,  passing  away  in  Marion  Townshi]). 
They  hail  a  faniih'  of  eight  children,  oiil\'  foni-  of 
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whom,  however,  are  now  living.  They  are  Valen- 
tine, Barbara,  Leonard  and  Savilla.  Frank  Huck 
served  .as  a  soldier  under  Napoleon  Bonaparte  i'or 
eight  years  during  the  eanipaigns  in  Russia  and 
Spain  and  held  the  position  of  Lieutenant. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  with  a  more 
intim.ate  knowledge  of  farming  than  any  other 
branch.  After  coming  to  this  country  he  attended 
school  in  Brighton  Township,  and  acquired  a 
practical  education  that  has  been  of  great  as- 
sistance to  him  in  liis  business  life.  He  rem.ained 
at  home  on  the  old  homestead  until  after  his  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  Brighton,  this  county, 
.January  1,  18.58.  His  bride  was  Miss  Mavy  Hacker, 
a  daughter  of  .Tohn  and  Helen  (C'rostick)  Hacker, 
natives  of  Saxony,  (Termany.  They  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1H4H  and  selth^d  at  Brighton  where  the  fa- 
ther of  the  family  engaged  in  farming  and  lived 
until  his  decease.  On  her  luisliand's  death  the 
mother  came  to  live  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Huck, 
and  w.as  there  tenderly  cared  for  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  April,  188.5.  They  liad  a  family 
of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  are  Mrs.  Huck,  .lohn.  Charles  and  Henry. 

Mr.  Iluek  is  most  delightfully  situated  in  liis 
domestic  life.  His  wife  is  a  model  housekeeper  and 
the  comfort  of  her  husband  and  children  are  par.a- 
mount  considerations  to  her.  Their  family  includes 
eight  children,  who  are.  William,  .lulia,  ]NLary. 
Rosa,  Leonard,  Lilly,  Charles  and  Myrtle  M.  The 
eldest  son  is  married,  his  wife  having  been  a  Miss 
Barbara  Jadle.  They  have  one  son,  William,  and 
are  residents  of  Ingham  County,  .lulia  is  now 
Mrs.  William  ^lountain  and  is  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Maude,  and  they  reside  in  Sturgis,  Mich.; 
Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Munsell  of  this  county;  Rosa 
married  Eugene  Henry  of  this  i)lace;  Leonard  is 
tlie  husband  of  Nettie  White  of  ilarion  Township; 
Lilly  is  Mrs.  Ilatt  and  resides  in  Conw.ay,  Mich., 
she  has  one  son.  Howard;  Charles  and  Myrtle  M. 
still  remain  at  home. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  b(«n  honored  tiy  elec- 
tion to  many  important  otlices  in  the  township.  He 
has  lieen  School  Director  for  a  number  of  years. 
Politically  he  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Republican  party.  Din-lng  the  Reliellion  he  was 
drafted  and  served  for  three    months,  but   he  was 


never  in  any  engagement,  Johnston  having  surren- 
dei'ed  liefoie  his  regiment  reached  the  scene  of 
action.  The  ver\'  jileasant  home  that  Mr.  Huck 
owns  w.as  ))uilt  in  1X8(1  at  a  cost  of  $1,700  whicii 
did  not  Include  his  own  labor.  He  is  the  owner  of 
some  very  fine  stock,  having  graded  and  full-lilood 
Sliort-horn  cattle. 


ENRY  A.  COFFEY.  One  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  township,  whose  use- 
fulness and  devotion  to  the  general  and 
public  interests  of  local  (ioverninenta! 
matters  makes  him  a  more  important  factor  In  the 
community  than  any  financial  iKisitiou  whlcii  he 
may  have,  resides  on  section  18,  Handy  'JYiwnship, 
Livingston  County,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of 
eighty  acres  of  good  land.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
district  being  born  in  1854.  and  a  son  of  Levi  and 
.lulia  (  White)  Coffey,  natives  of  New  York.  Their 
advent  into  the  State  w.as  made  while  it  was  still 
the  abiding-place  of  the  red  man,  the  panther, 
wolf  and  deer,  few  white  men  having  come  here 
prior  to  1825,  at  which  time  Mr.  Coffey,  .Sr.,  came 
into  the  territory.  He  was  .as  yet  unmarried,  his 
nui)tials  being  celebrated  after  settling  in  Handy 
Township. 

Our  suliject's  father  first  settled  in  Marlon 
Township,  this  county,  and  later  removed  to 
AV.ashtenaw  County,  finally  coming  to  H.andy 
Townshii),  where  he  })urchased  land  and  engaged 
in  farming,  acciuiring  here  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  acres  of  as  good  land  as  the  country  afforded. 
He  was  an  energetic,  stirring  man,  of  fine  business 
capacity  and  made  of  his  i)lace  a  model  farm, 
liearingfine  liuildings  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
wlilcii  took  place  February  24,  1891,  he  was  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  town- 
ship. An  ardent  Democrat  in  his  i)olltleal  pre- 
ference, he  was  not  ambitious  to  l)e  the  tool  of  any 
party  and  refused  otlice  of  whatever  nature.  He 
belonged  to  the  Masonic  frateiuity  which  was 
doubtless  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  his  early 
pioneer  life.     An   indefatigable  worker  and  a  pro- 
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gressive  man  wlio  ki'pt  al)iea,-^t  of  the  times  in  his 
eallin?,  he  did  niiieh  for  tlie  improvement  of  the 
locality  and  county  outside  of  the  l)eautifving  and 
cultivating  of  his  own  estate.  He  was  kno'mi  and 
respected  1)y  all.  His  wife  died  in  1«.S1.  Tliey 
left  a  family  of  four  sons,  Frank,  Henry  A.,  Fred 
and  ^larshal. 

He  of  whom  we  write  enjoyed  t;dod  educational 
advantages.  On  reaching  manhood  he  was  attracted 
by  the  beauty  and  amiability  of  Miss  Ella  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  (Raymond) 
Davis,  natives  of  ^Michigan,  and  persuaded  her  to 
liecome  his  wife.  Their  marriage  was  solemnized 
Xovemlier  3,  1K77.  Five  childien  have  gathered 
about  the  hearth -stone  and  board  and  make  the 
liouse  merr\"  with  their  gay  badinage  and  fun. 
Tliey  are  by  name  Fthel.  Flora.  A'ance.  A'ern  and 
Howard. 

Mr.  Coffey  engaged  in  general  farming  which  ho 
finds  more  profitable  than  conlining  liimself  en- 
tirely to  one  specialty,  for  if  one  line  falls  into 
ari-ears  it  is  almost  always  made  good  by  another. 
Oui  subject  belongs  to  the  Democrat  i)arty  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  JLaccabees.  He 
has  been  honored  l)y  election  to  .several  pulilie 
offices,  l)eing  now  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Constable  for  some  time.  He  is 
one  of  tlie  representative  men  of  tliis  township 
and  being  young  in  years  his  friends  may  expect 
large  progress  in  tiie  future. 


\EORGE  C.  LEMEX.  One  who  lias  suffered 
with  the  irritation  of  a  grain  of  dust,  a 
speck  or  a  wandering  hair,  or  any  annoy- 
ance to  the  precious  sense  of  sight,  feeling  what 
"  small  things  are  boi.sterous  there,"  must  ajipre- 
ciate  the  utter  sense  of  l)eing  shut  off  from  the 
world  tiiat  one  entirely  deprived  of  sight  must 
feel,  and  yet,  it  lias  frequently  seemed  .as  thougii 
the  deprivation  of  this  faculty  has  turned  the 
intellect  in  an  introspective  way  that  leads  to  a 
greater  degree  of  proficiency  in   other  dire(tion>. 


^\11  know  how  skillful  the  blind  are  with  their 
fin<>ers  and  how  keen  the  sense  of  hearing  is,  liow 
Inight  the  i)lay  of  intellect  whicli  often  has  a  phil- 
osophical turn.  It  is  a  question  whether  we 
should  ever  have  had  the  great  (ireek  epic  had 
Homer  not  been  thus  affiicted,  or  that  later  exposi- 
tion of  genius  in  which  Mill(m  wrought  out  his 
wondrous  picture  of  faucv.  The  writer  is  not 
sure  that  there  is  not  a  richer  inner  world  when 
one's  mind  is  undistracted  by  the  events  wliich 
strike  the  sense  of  siglit. 

Our  subject,  wlio  is  a  patient  and  gentle  suBerer 
from  the  great  loss  of  the  most  important  sense,  is 
however,  a  farmer  residing  on  section  9,  Hartland 
Township,  Livingston  County.  He  w.as  born  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  at  a  distance  of  only 
three  miles  from  the  town  of  Dansville,  that  is 
so  noted  as  a  sanitary  resort.  His  natal  da}'  was 
December  12,  1X2;").  His  father  was  George  W. 
Lemen.  also  a  native  of  New  York  and  born  Oct- 
ober ().  17K7.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  jjromoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  at 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  when  he  enlisted  and  in  1836  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Livingston  County  taking  up 
two  liundrcd  acres  of  Government  land.  In 
July,  1837,  the  familj'  came  to  this  State,  and 
the  following  year  our  subject's  father  returned  to 
New  Ycirk  on  business,  anil  while  there  his  decease 
took  place. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  w;is  William 
Lemen.  His  place  of  nativity  is  not  known  to  his 
grandson,  but  he  was  a  JIajor  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  died  at  tiie  age  of  eiglity  years.  Our 
subject's  mother  was  Margaret  Boyles,  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  but  of  Scotch  ancestrj-.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  the  second  son  and  fifth  child  in 
order  of  l)irtli  of  ten  thildren.  He  was  twelve 
years  of  age  when  his  |)arents  came  to  Michigan. 
His  first  school  days  were  passed  in  Ins  native  State, 
and  after  coining  to  ]\Iic!iigan  lie  i)uisued  his 
studies  in  the  little  log  school  house  in  the  district. 

After  the  death  of  our  >ubjecfs  father,  he  of 
whom  we  write  with  his  lirothers  had  charge  of  the 
farm  and  the  maintenance  of  the  remainder  of  the 
family,  lie  remained  with  his  mother  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  working  out  li\    the   month  and  help- 
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ing  to  clear  the  f.ai-in  and  hiiild'a  loy  house  19x20 
feet  in  climeiisions.  In  1845.  the  young  man  who 
was  ainhitious  and  eager  to  know  nioi'e  of  the 
world  whifh  know!edg(^  books  would  unfold  to 
liini.  returned  to  his  native  State  in  order  to  attend 
sciiool.  hut  here  he  met  with  tiie  sad  misfortune  of 
losing  his  eyesight,  it  being  caused  by  overwork  in 
the  schoolroom.  In  1845  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  was  treated  by  Dr.  Biglo,  liut  receiving  no 
benefit,  in  1849  he  went  to  New  York  City  and 
entered  the  blind  institute  where  he  remained  until 
he  graduated  in  all  the  departments.  From  there 
he  went  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  Dansville,  Js".  Y., 
and  taught  music  for  four  yeais,  from  1854  to 
1858.  He  was  gifted  with  a  tine  ajipreciation 
of  music  and  a  good  voice  which  had  been  culti- 
vated to  the  highest  extent.  lie  also  was  fitted  to 
teach  instrumental  music  and  theory,  and  this 
beautiful  art  has  been  to  him  the  greatest  comfort. 

Jlr.  Ix'nien  was  married  in  1858,  to  Mi<s  Ann 
Elizabeth  Kershner.  She  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  Januai'y  23,  1837,  and  is  the 
3'oiingest  daughter  of  eleven  children,  her  parents 
being  John  and  ]Mary  (Driesbaiich)  Kershner.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  ISIaryland  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania,  although  both,  as  their  names  would 
indicate,  are  of  German  ancestry.  They  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  Dansville,  N.  Y.  The 
father  was  a  blacksmith  liy  tiade.  lie  jiassed 
away  from  this  world  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  the 
mother  at  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 

As  soon  as  married,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
reluriuil  at  once  to  his  adojited  State  and  spent 
the  following  winter  in  Tuscola,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teacliing  music,  giving  lessons  in  voice 
culture  and  in  instrumental  music.  In.lnne,  1859, 
he  returned  to  New  York,  leaving  his  wife  at  liis 
home  in  Michigan,  but  the  following  June  he 
came  after  her  and  in  1862  he  piu-i-hased  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  It  comi)rises  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  well-improved  land.  IMr.  Lemen 
gave  up  teaching  about  eight  years  ago  and  now 
gives  his  undivided  attention  to  the  business  of 
farming.  He  goes  all  over  the  place  without  assist- 
ance, and  cares  for  the  slightest  minxitia  of  the 
various  branches  of  farm  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.cmen  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  a   son  and 


a  daughter.  Ciordon  II.,  who  wa,>  born  Aju'il  17, 
1862,  married  Gertrude  Clark  in  1889.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Tena.  ( )in-  subject's  daughter,  JMin 
nic  L.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Cole,  who  is  a  resident 
in  \'ernon  Township,  Shiawassee  County,  this 
State.  Tliey  have  one  little  daughter  whose  name 
is  Crystal  J. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Democrat  in  his  poli- 
tical preference.  He  is  well  read  in  politics  and 
does  not  follow  the  lead  of  any  c)tlier  person  how- 
ever honorable  their  position,  Init  judges,  weighs 
and  l)alances  foi'  himself.  lie.  with  his  wife,  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  has 
been  leader  of  the  choir  for  the  Methodist  Episco- 
l)al  and  Congregational  ('huiches  for  thirty  >'ears, 
furnishing  all  the  music,  not  only  at  the  regular 
services  but  on  special  occasions.  Endowed  t)ri- 
ginally  with  a  strong  will  and  jiurpose,  and  a 
bright  mentality,  under  the  chastening  inlluence  of 
his  trouble  our  subject  has  developed  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  sides  of  his  nature.  He  is  a  strong 
man  in  every  way,  yet  a  gentleman  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  woman. 


TIMOTHY  SMITH.  Prominent  in  the  social, 
business  and  church  circles  of  Howell  Town- 
ship, is  the  family  of  Mr.  Timothy  Smith 
whose  attractive  home  and  beautiful  farm  is  tv  be 
found  on  section  11,  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County.  Here  he  has  an  estate  of  some  one  hun- 
dred acres  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  exceedingly  jiroductive. 

This  gentleman  has  the  (>leasure  of  still  residing 
in  his  native  townsliip.  as  he  was  born  here  June  17, 
1848.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia  (Thompson) 
Smith,  were  natives  of  England  and  tlie  State  of 
New  York  respectively.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  1831  and  married  in  Howell  Township 
to  which  he  had  come  ten  years  after  reaching  this 
country.  He  had  purcliased  |)roi)erty  here  before 
coming  to  the  State,  and  now  moved  on  to  his 
beautiful  tract  of  eighty  acres.     This  land  which  is 
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where  our  subject  now  lives  was  then  a  perfect 
wilderness,  and  the  brave  pioneer,  who  before  coni- 
inuf  to  this  country  had  known  nothhiii  of  such  a 
life,  buckled  down  to  the  work  at  once  and  soon 
had  a  beautiful  farm  cleared  and  improved. 

To  Ills  original  eighty  acres,  Henry  .Smith  added 
li\-  purchase  from  time  to  time,  so  that  he  finally 
had  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres. 
He  died  in  April.  1H;»1.  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Timothy, 
Robert  R.,  ilary  and  Sarah.  Robert  R.  is  now 
married  to  Miss  JIandana  1.  Hill,  daugliter  of  Enos 
W.  and  Harriet  L.  (Carpenter)  Hill,  lioth  natives  of 
New  York.  This  union  took  place  in  1871  and  they 
have  <me  child,  lilanch  A.,  who  is  still  living.  ]Mary 
is  now  Mrs.  ( ioss  of  Portland,  Mich.,  and  Sarah  mar- 
ried Mr.  lUukncIl  of  Howell  Township.  Henry 
Smith  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  j)erseverance 
and  iiad  a  broad  ac(piaintance  throughout  the 
county.  His  integrity  was  undoulitcd  and  he  was 
true  in  every  relation  as  a  man  and  a  neighbor 
and  liecanie  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  How- 
ell Township.  He  was  an  earnest  Republican  in 
his  political  views  as  are  also  his  sons,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  United  Brethren. 

Ujxm  the  home  farm  Timothy  Smith  received  the 
ordinar\  training  which  is  granted  to  a  farmer's 
boy  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  For 
twenty  ye:ns  he  has  had  charge  of  the  homestead  and 
lie  is  the  only  native  born  citizen  who  has  ever 
held  the  oflice  of  Supervisor  of  Howell  Township. 
Besides  filling  that,  ofHce  he  has  also  otiiciated  as 
Highway  Commissioner  and   Towiiship   Trcasiu-er. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Blair  of  Lapeer,  the  daughter  of 
:Mr.  .Tohn  W.  Blair  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
in  187.")  and  to  them  has  been  granted  one  lovely 
daugliter,  Jessie  E.,  who  is  still  enjoying  the  advan- 
tages of  school  at  P(ntland.  This  family  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  that  pertain  to  the 
best  welfare  of  the  townshij)  and  county  and  are 
never  liackward  in  lending  a  liand  to  any  enterprise 
which  will  promote  the  temporal  education  or 
siiiritual  prosperity  of  their  neiglibors.  They  are 
earnest  and  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churcli  and  are  much  relied  upon  for 
active  service.     The  doctrines  of  the  RcpuViJicaii 


partj'  are  those  which  seem  to  Mr.  Smith  to  be  the 

best  adapted  to  securing  the  iirosperity  of  our 
country  and  justice  to  the  whole  human  race.  He 
thereftire  endorses  them  most  earnestly  and  votes 
for  their  maintenance.  He  keeps  graded  sheep  and 
breeds  the  Perchcron  and  Hambletoiiian  horses. 
When  the  census  of  18:)()  was  taken  ^Ir.  Smith  was 
the  enunierator  of  lIowcU  Township. 


•^■^'LYSSES  1).  WARD.  It  is  of  thrilliug  in- 
terest to  one  whose  heart  is  loyal  to  our 
country's  honor  to  hear  an  old  soldier  re- 
count the  scenes  of  conflicts,  the  wearisome  marches 
and  the  exciting  episodes  of  the  Civil  War,  and  it 
is  also  an  education  for  we  learn  of  such  an  one, 
not  only  history  and  geography  but  also  the  higher 
lessons  of  jiatriot ism, endurance,  self  denial  and  de- 
votion to  duty.  The  jears  are  passing  rapidly  and 
before  many  decades  have  jMSsed  over  our  heads 
the  active  particijiauts  in  those  stirring  scenes  will 
have  gone  to  their  long  home  and  it  behooves  us 
to  gain  from  them  what  we  can  while  they  are  with 
us.  Among  those  who  can  thus  interest  and  in- 
struct is  the  gentleman  whose  name  a])i)ears  at  the 
head  of  this  ijaiagraph  and  who  is  still  one  of  the 
active  busiiu-ss  men  of  Lan.sing. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  the  townsliiii  of 
Cato,  Cayuga  County.  X.  Y..  :\Iay  28.  1828.  his 
parents  being  David  and  Sarah  (  Blackniarr)  Ward. 
The  grandfather,  .loscpli  Itlackmarr,  took  u[>  six 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  a  soldier's  claim  in  an 
adjoining  township.  David  Ward  grew  to  maturity 
and  spent  his  days  in  his  native  home,  wliere  he 
was  not  only  a  farm  owner  but  alsoa  .school  teacher 
and  school  inspector. 

It  is  half  a  century  since,  at  the  ago  of  thirteen. 
Ulys.ses  AVard  came  with  liis  sister  to  llowfll.  .Mich. 
He  helped  to  break  up  the  land  whereon  Ilowell 
now  stands  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Rosalie  Thompson, 
gave  the  land  for  the  county  .seat,  to  which  deed 
of  sale  our  subject    was  called   as  a   legal    witness. 

Ill  listi  he  had  a  coiLsin  cimie  from  New  York 
to  liuiit  and  trap  and  Ulysses  took   him  west  over- 
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land  to  Cedar  River  where  Fowlerville  now  stands, 
and  they  canu'  down  with  their  l)oat  to  tlie  junction 
of  the  Cedar  and  theCuand  Rivers,  and  i)utliiig 
up  a  shanty  staid  here  all  winter  on  a  iihice  tliat 
is  now  witiiin  tlie  eity  limits  of  Lansing.  They 
did  not  see  a  white  person  all  winter  and  as  far  as 
is  known  they  are  the  lirst  white  men  who  lived 
for  any  lengtli  of  time  where  Lansing  now  stands. 
The  name  of  this  cousin  is  Edwni  Laniphere.  In 
the  spring  the  yonng  men  went  down  the  river  to 
Portland  and  were  pleased  to  come  again  within 
the  limits  of  civilization,  and  to  find  their  hearings 
as  they  liad  lost  track  of  the  day  of  the  week  and 
the  day  of  the  month. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketcli  lived  in  Howell 
until  1H4(),  when  his  father  died,  leaving  the  mother 
w  ilh  a  family  to  take  care  of,  and  as  Ulysses  was  one 
of  the  oldest  of  lier  llock  he  dutifully  returned  to 
Mew  York  and  went  to  work  on  llie  farm  to  help 
support  the  children.  During  the  next  year  In 
went  over  the  Allegany  Mountains  and  was  there 
employed  in  getting  out  timber.  He  was  there  for 
some  two  years  and  then  w^cnt  to  farming  for  the 
father  of  the  young  lady  whom  he  afterward  made 
liis  wife.  He  worked  there  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Laura  .Feannette  Town. 

The  young  couple  lived  on  the  same  farm  until 
1856,  when  Mr.  AVard  sold  that  property  and  came 
to  Lansing  to  engage  in  the  liutcher  business,  l)ut 
wiien  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Comjiany 
B,  Second  United  States  Sharpshooters  and  in  No- 
vember, 1861,  he  was  sent  with  his  regiment  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potom.ac.  His  experiences 
were  broad  and  varied  as  he  to<.)k  part  in  seventy- 
two  engagements,  which  included  all  of  the  most 
prominent  battles  of  the  war,  such  as  (iettysburg, 
tlie  AVilderness,  Antietam  and  Spottsylvania,  and 
he  was  also  present  at  Lee's  surrender  and  saw  the 
white  flag  come  in.  He  was  on  detached  service 
all  of  the  time  with  the  wagon  train,  having  charge 
of  the  (piartermaster's  department,  and  when  his 
lirst  term  of  service  expired  he  became  a  veteran. 
He  was  finally  mustered  out  of  service  at  Detroit 
July  17,  1865.  Mr.  Ward  returned  to  Lansing 
sick  and  w.is  unable  to  labor  for  two  years.  He 
then  entered  into  business  .ns  a  contractor  making 


a  specialty  of  moving  buildings,  and  has  been  able 

to  oversee  his  men  most  of  the  time  since,  but  was 
not  able  to  do  any  hard  labor  himself.  He  also 
moved  and  straightened  many  smoke  stiicks  and 
has  unusual  skill  in  this  kind  of  work.  He  takes 
heavy  contracts  for  the  Lansing  Iron  Works  in 
various  parts  of  the  State,  and  also  eng.ages  in 
pressing  and  shipping  hay  and  straw. 

The  pleasant  home  which  is  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Ward's  family  at  No.  301  Claypool  Street,  was 
built  by  him  in  1885  and  it  is  situated  upon  land 
which  he  himself  cleared  from  the  original  timber. 
lie  and  his  faithful  wife  have  had  the  sorrow  which 
parents  feel  when  they  lay  away  dear  children  in 
the  grave.  One  son  and  one  daughter  have  been 
thus  taken  from  them  and  live  remain  to  be  the 
cheer  and  joy  of  their  i)arents.  They  arc  as  follows: 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Kenneth  Williams,  and 
now  lives  in  Shasta  County,  Cal.;  Lida,  who  is  the 
wife  of  (k'orge  lirandel,  of  CJratiot  County,  Mich.; 
.leannette,  who  is  the  faithful  home-keeper;  .Tessie, 
who  is  in  the  bank  at  South  Haven,  and  Kdna,  who 
is  teaching.  IMr.  A\'ar(l  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
(irand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  been  twice 
elected  to  the  j)ositions  of  Alderman  and  Supervisor 
of  his  ward. 


^JBStii 


1  ISRAEL  W.  ELLSWORTH.  The  citizens  of 
JMichigan  who  have  come  from  our  neighbor- 
\  ing  country  of  Canada  have  almost  invariably 
brought  with  them  such  traits  and  habits  of  life  as 
have  rendered  them  of  v.alue  in  their  new  home. 
Their  industry  and  frugality  and  their  rugged 
perseverance  ha\e  hel|)ed  them  to  achieve  suck  a 
degree  of  success  as  enliances  the  prosperity  of 
their  neighbors.  Such  an  one  we  find  in  the 
man  before  us. 

(Jur  subject  was  born  Noveml)er  21,  1839,  in  the 
town  of  Bastard,  County  of  Leeds,  Canada,  and 
his  parents  Israel  and  Elizabeth  (Butler)  Ellis  worth 
are  also  Canadians,  but  of  A'ermont  descent,  as  the 
grandfather  ISenjamin  Ellsworth  was  Ijorn  in  the 
Green    Slountain    State,  and  when    a  young  man 
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went  to  Canada,  where  he  brought  up  a  family  of 
four  sons,  lie  was  twice  married,  liis  second  wife 
being  a  ^Irs.  Bullard.  lie  moved  to  New  York 
!il)out  1830,  and  with  tlio  Mormons  removed  first 
to  Illinois  and  tlience  tf)  Salt  Lake  City  where  he 
(lied. 

Israel  EUswortli  (the  eldei-)  moved  to  New  York 
about  the  year  lM3a,  and  afterward  returned  to 
Canada.  Jn  the  spring  of  1845  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  made  his  home  in  Redford.Waj-ne  Coun- 
ty, and  afterwards  in  Novi.  In  1847  he  came  to 
Cohoctah,  where  he  purchased  and  improved  a 
farm,  and  here  he  and  his  good  wife  died  in  the 
home  of  his  son,  our  subject.  His  death  occured 
in  186r),  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1880,  when  she 
had  reached  the  age  of  four-score  years.  Seven  of 
their  ten  children  grew  to  maturity  and  bore  the 
following  names  Amy,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Adeline, 
Maria,  Israel  and  Thursey.  The  father  was  an 
earnest  Christian  and  brought  up  his  family  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Farm  training  was  given  to  young  Ellsworth  in 
his  iHjyhood,  and  a  district  school  education  was 
all  the  schooling  which  he  received.  Since  he  was 
eight  years  old  he  has  earned  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  he  paid  for  liis  own  schooling  and 
books  by  working  out  liy  the  day  and  months 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 
When  a  boy  he  worked  for  some  time  for  a  shilling 
a  day  and  helped  to  earn  the  money  to  buy  a  yoke 
of  steers,  which  were  traded  for  forty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  where  he  now  resides.  His  home  farm 
now  comprises  eighty  acres  and  it  is  in  a  fine  state 
of  improvement  and  cultivation. 

I'pon  the  22d  day  of  October,  1861,  the  young 
man  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Tenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, but  while  encam])ed  at  Flint  he  was  attack- 
ed with  the  measles  and  (m  account  of  disability 
received  his  honorable  discharge,  March  12,  1862. 
His  happy  union  with  Olie  A.  Washburn  took 
place  .Inly  2,  1866.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  is  a  (laughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Acethorp)  Washburn, 
who  are  natives  of  Maine  and  Canada  respectively. 
They  came  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  in  1840. 

The  three  children  of  our  subject  are  Benjamin 
I.,  Lyman  E.  and  Mary  E.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  is  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  F^iiscopal  Church. 


The  Washburn  family  is  of  l-higlish  lineage  and 
Robert  AcetJiorp  also  came  from  England  and  was 
a  farmer  who  lived  in  Canada.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Butler,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  from  Connecticut,  who  was 
a  cooper  by  trade  and  moved  to  Canada  where  he 
died.  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
education  of  his  children  and  is  giving  to  them  all 
the    best  advantages  which  he  is  aide  to  command. 


-^^ 


jkA  ISS  .1.  ADELINE  BIRD.  Women  farmers 
///  \  ""'  "*'"  "*'  longer  a  rarity  in  our  countiy 
///  li  and  although  they  are  not  as  plentiful 
J  in  the  older  settled  regions  as  they  are  in 

the  Western  country,  yet  many  of  them  have 
[u-oved  their  efliciencv  and  their  ability  to  manage 
a  large  farm  and  to  build  up  a  business  which  is 
both  pleasant  and  pr<ilitable  to  the  proprietor. 
This  lady  of  whom  we  now  write,  whose  excellent 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  fell  to  her  upon  the 
death  of  her  father,  resides  upon  section  11,  of 
Brighton  Townshi]),  Livingston  County,  upon  the 
very  farm  where  she  was  born. 

The  father  of  Miss  Bird  was  a  pioneer  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  coming  hither  in  1834,  and  leav- 
ing behind  him  at  his  death  the  memory  of  a  good 
and  faithful  life,  which  is  truly  revered  by  all  who 
ever  knew  him.  His  daughter  carries  on  the  farm 
and  manages  affairs  very  .satisfactorily,  and  she 
has  with  her  as  a  companion  her  widowed  sister, 
Mrs.  Catharine  P'onda.  The  home  is  a  delightful 
one,  as  the  house  is  situated  amidst  beautiful 
shade  trees,  which  are  relics  of  the  primeval  for- 
est, and  the  ladies  devote  much  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  (lowers  which  adorn  the  lawn.   , 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Melzar  and 
Lora  \.  (Wentworth)  Bird,  both  born  in  the 
townsliii)  of  Wisner.  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  The 
father,  whose  natal  year  was  180,5,  removed  to 
New  York  at  the  age  of  nine  years  and  lived  in 
Ontario  County  until  1833.  I'pon  coming  to 
Michigan  he  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  l.-nid    on    scclidn    II.    I'.rlgliton   Tnwiiship, 


770 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


when  this  country  was  a  wilderness  and  no  roads 
Mild  11(1  conveniences  existed.  It  was  in  1834 
wlien  lie  broujiht  his  family  to  llie  lo<)-  house  which 
lie  had  Imilt  for  them,  removing  them  fi'Oin  Detroit 
to  this  [loiiit  with  ox-team,  making  of  it  a  four 
days'  trip.  The  country  was  full  of  wild  game  in 
those  days,  Init  Mr.  Bird  was  no  huntsman  and  did 
not  care  for  the  iileasures  of  the  chase.  He  lived 
to  clear  and  improve  his  farm,  and  erected  the  first 
barn  that  was  [lut  up  in  the  township.  As  he  was 
so  early  a  iiioiiecr  he  took  part  in  the  organization 
of  tlie  townslii|)  and  made  many  a  trip  to  Ann 
Arbor  in  the  interests  of  both  himself  and  his 
neighbors,  as  there  was  no  opportunity  of  purchas- 
ing anything  short  of  that  thriving  village.  He 
])asscd  from  earth  March  31,  1830. 

In  early  life  Melzar  Bird  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper,  but  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  worked  at 
the  car])enter"s  trade,  and  erected  one  hundred  and 
three  buildings  in  this  township  and  vicinity.  For 
the  Hrst  ten  years  evei'y  eoflin  which  was  needed 
within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  was  made  by  him.  He 
took  lioards  from  his  barn  wlierewitii  to  make  the 
lirst  collin  at  the  time  of  the  iirst  death  in  the 
towiishii). 

Before  coming  West  Mr.  Bird  w;is  united  in 
marriage  at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  with  Lora  A.  Went  worth, 
their  wedding  day  being  October  26,  1829.  She 
was  the  mother  of  the  following  children  and 
jiassed  from  earth  April  23,  1869.  Her  children 
are:  Frances  A.,  wife  of  John  Stevenson,  of  New 
Hudson;  Catharine,  widow  of  John  Fonda;  .Iiilia 
Adeline;  Giiliert,  Oliver,  Margaret,  and  Harriet, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Since  the  year  1826  Mr. 
Bird  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Churcli  and  thi^)nghont  all  those  years  the  graces 
of  his  Christian  character  and  the  value  of  his  in- 
tegrity and  uprightness  made  him  more  and  more 
valued  by  his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  w'as  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views  and  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  future  of  the  party. 

The  offices  of  the  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  as  well  as  many  minor  offices,  were  at  diff- 
erent times  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bird  and 
his  duties  executed  with  vigor  and  discretion. 
For  six  years  he  was  Postmaster  at  Pleasant  Val- 
ley Postottice,  and  his  f;iitlifiiliiess  nnd  intelligence 


caused  him  to  stand  very  high  in  the  community. 

His  original  purchase  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  to  which  he  afterward  added  eighty  more 
and  this  is  the  property  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
Miss  Bird. 

She  of  whom  we  write  received  her  elementarv 
education  in  the  district  school  and  has  jileasant 
memories  of  the  log  school-house  where  her  lirst 
Studying  was  done.  She  afterward  sujiplcmented 
the  culture  there  received  by  a  course  at  the  State 
Normal  Scho(.)l,  but  has  ever  made  her  home  upon 
the  farm  which  is  now  hers.  Her  father  never 
sued  another  man  nor  was  sued  by  anyone  during 
his  life-time  and  he  was  an  ('xemi)laiy  man  in 
everv  sense  of  the  word. 


^^l 


z^ 


ip-v  ANIEL  WRKtHT.     The  owner  of  a  farm 
II    )]j   located   on   section   2,  has  a  family  record 
f^i^/r        of  wliich    he   may  well  be  pr(uid.      lie  is  a 
'"  son   of  Walter  Wright,  a  native  of    New 

\i>yk  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  whose  call- 
ing in  life  w'as  that  of  a  farmer.  Our  subject's 
grandsire  was  also  Walter  Wright,  ^vlio  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revoluti(mary  War,  being  in  the 
Commissaiy  Department.  He  was  taken  ]irisoner 
three  times  and  was  once  confined  on  board  a  prison 
ship  in  New  York  Harbor.  He  liad  large  sums  of 
Continental  money,  thus  iiroving  his  faith  in  the 
Republic.  He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years, 
highly  respected  and  honored  liotli  in  and  out  of 
his  f.'iinily.  The  first  members  of  the  Wright  fam- 
ily, which  IS  of  English  origin,  to  ajjpcar  in  Amer- 
ica were  three  lirothers.  Thej' settled  in  Rensselaer, 
N.  Y.  Our  subject's  grandfather  married  a  High 
Dutch  woman.  The  maternal  parent  of  the  orig- 
inal of  our  sketch  was  Ilattie  (Hubbard)  Wright, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her  father  was  Daniel 
Hubbard,  a  smai  manufacturer  located  in  Pom- 
pey  Township.  Onondaga  County,N.  Y.,on  a  small 
farm  wheie  both  he  and  his  wife  ended  their  days. 
Our  subject's  parents  were  married  in  New  York 
State,  made  their  lumie  in  Manlius  Township, 
Onondaga  County  and   there   remained    for    forty 
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ywii'-^,  iliiiiiii;'  whk-li  it  was  wull  tleart'd  :uul  un- 
proved. Ill  18;')  1  lie  with  his  family  ri'iiiovorl  to 
Michigan  and  settled  U[)()n  the  farm  where  they 
now  reside.  It  was  at  that  time  wild  land  and  this 
part  .of  the  township  was  very  sparsely  settled. 
Their  first  home  was  very  diminntive  and  was  in 
tlie  midst  of  thickly-timbered  land  but  its  owner 
was  successful  and  considered  a  man  of  means.  lie 
here  operated  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  cou- 
tiiuied  to  improve  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  11,  18GG.     The  wife  died  in  187(1. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  eldest  be- 
ing at  this  time  (1891)  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
the  youngest  aged  fifty  years.  They  find  none 
of  the  old  settlers  now  surviving  who  were  here  at 
the  time  of  their  parent's  advent  into  the  State. 
Daniel  Wright  is  the  eighth  child  in  order  of  birth 
his  natal  day  being  August  12.  l!s;U,and  his  place 
of  nativity  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  When  his 
parents  came  \Vest  he  was  twenty  3'ears  of  age. 
Before  reaching  manhood  he  had  received  the  dis- 
trict school  advantages  and  after  coming  to  Michi- 
gan was  an  attendant  at  the  log  schoolhonse  in  his 
district. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  when  he  began  the  work  of  earning  his  way 
(^r  himself;  he  has  always  been  a  fanner,  his  father 
having  presented  him  with  his  first  possessions  in 
the  way  of  real  estate.  In  1857  Mr.  Wright  joined 
his  fate  with  that  of  Miss  Jane  Messenger,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Warren  and  .lane  (Noble)  Messenger,  l)oth 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Michigan 
at  a  very  early  day  and  .settled  in  Oakland  County 
near  Wixon.  where  >Mr.  Jlessenger  died.  His  widow 
and  two  children  came  to  Iosco  Township,  Living- 
ston County  aliout  1851.  They  Avere  the  parents 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  arc  living.  Mrs. 
AVright  was  born  November  6,  1838,  in  Oakland 
County,  ^licli.,  and  received  the  advantages  of  a 
district-school  education. 

Our  sul)ject  and  his  young  liride  began  their 
domestic  life  in  an  old  frame  house  said  to  have 
been  the  first  Iniilt  in  I'liadilla  Township.  There 
they  lived  for  about  four  years,  after  which  they 
removed  to  the  old  homestead  in  order  to  take  caie 
of    the    [larents,  which    they    did    for    the   remain 


dcr  of  their  lives,  and  they  have  since  made  the 
place  their  home.  They  have  never  lieeii  blessed 
with  children  but  are  great  favorites  with  old  and 
young,  their  homo  being  a  favorite  meeting  phicc 
for  the  peo|)le  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Wright  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  also  owns  a  farm  in 
Osceola  County,  this  State,  which  comprised  two 
two  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  the  plow. 
Upon  the  farm  where  he  resides  there  are  six 
buildings,  a  comfortalile  and  attractive  dwelling 
house,  barns,  shed,  coni-house,  etc.  Aside  from 
the  work  that  his  father  did  our  subject  has 
cleared  two  hundred  acres  himself.  He  here  car- 
ries on  general  farming  and  has  been  a  breeder 
of  Percheron  horses,  raising  some  of  the  finest 
blooded  stock.  Two  years  .ago  he  received  *4,(ill(l 
for  some  of  that  stock  which  he  had  bred.  At  the 
present  time  he  has  thirty  head  of  these  horses. 

Mr.  Wright  has  always  been  very  generous  in  his 
donations  to  church  organizations,  there  being  a 
tine  chinch  devoted  to  the  Methodist  Protestant 
denomination  upon  his  farm,  he  having  built  it 
before  a  class  had  been  organized  and  from  the 
first  it  has  been  called  Wright's  Chapel.  Each  Sun- 
day it  is  supi)lie<l  by  some  of  the  clergy  or  laity 
from  the  Protestant  ^lethodist  Association.  It  is 
so  deeded  that  it  can  never  be  incumbered  with  a 
mortgage  as  it  alw.ays  to  be  known  Wright's  Chapel. 
Although  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  he  is  a 
Trustee  of  the  society  convening  in  the  above- 
mentitmed  place  and  both  he  and  his  wife  take  an 
.active  part  in  Sunday-school  work. 

Socially,  oiu'  subject  is  a  member  of  the  M.-isonic 
order  and  also  belongs  to  the  Howell  Conini;ind- 
ery  No.  28,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Farmer's  .Xlliance  and  has  been  President  of  the 
local  association,  now  being  Lecturer.  A  strong 
Democrat  in  political  preference,  he  is  a  represent- 
ative of  the  liest  class  of  that  party  in  his  district. 
For  sixteen  years  he  has  been  .lustice  of  the 
Peace,  and  his  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  received  the  largest  majority  of  any 
candidate  in  this  townshi]).  He  has  fre(|uently 
l)een  a  delegate  to  county  and  St.'ite  conventions 
and  was  the  nutans  of  organizing  the  Prohiliition 
part\'    in    lliis    disti-icl.      Mr.    Wright    was  the  lirst 
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agriculturist  in  tliis  vicinity  to  import  Perch- 
eron  horses.  He  lias  devoted  much  time  to  breed- 
ing trotting  horses,  hut  found  th.at  lieav\'  draft 
lior.ses  were  more  profitable.  Therefore  he  imi)orted 
three  head  of  I'ercherons  from  whicli  he  has  made 
liandsomely.  ^Ir.  Wright's  taxes  are  represented 
as  a  third  of  those  in  the  school  district.  lie  li.as 
been  a  meml)er  of  the  School  Board  for  years. 

The  church  in  which  the  community  takes  as 
much  pride  as  does  its  builder  and  which  is  above 
referred  to  is  a  thing  of  beauty,  being  furnished 
thoroughly,  inside  and  out.  Its  inner  tinish  is  of 
antique  oak.  It  lias  a  seating  capacity  of  two  hun- 
dred and  when  it  was  dedicated  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  raise  if'.]{)0  to  discharge  all  indebtedness. 
It  is  a  monument  that  will  redound  greatly  to  the 
credit  and  honor  of  Mr.  Wright. 


~f^ 


lEORGE  B.  WILKINSON.  The  word  of 
~  Holy  Writ  is  that  "no  man  liveth  to  liim- 
^^^gij)  self,"  and  this  is  true  in  a  social  and  busi- 
ness sense  as  well  as  in  the  sijiritual  meaning  which 
was  first  given  to  it.  The  man  who  leads  a  self- 
engrossed  life,  thinking  only  of  his  interests  and 
confining  his  activities  to  selfish  ends,  not  only 
crii)|)le»  the  community  in  which  he  lives  but 
cripples  himself  and  retards  his  own  progress. 
While  he  who  enters  with  vigor  and  activity  into 
those  organizations  which  tend  to  the  uplifting  of 
our  social  anil  financial  interests,  causes  an  advance 
all  along  the  line,  lioth  is  his  own  aggrandizement 
and  the  ])rosi)erity  of  his  neighbors.  For  this 
reason  men  who  have  thought  deeply  on  these 
sulijects  have  learned  tliat  organization  is  a  necess- 
ity of  present  civilizatiim. 

^Ir.  Wilkinson  of  wlnmi  we  write  has  lieen  pro- 
minent in  church  relations,  in  party  matters  and 
in  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  has  thus  by  join- 
ing hands  with  others  given  an  impetus  to  the  re- 
ligious, social  and  industrial  movements  of  Marion 
Town.ship,  Livingston  t'ounty,  where  ho  resides  on 
section  20.  He  is  not  an  American  by  birth,  as  he 
first  saw  the   light    Kebruary  25.  1K;?2.  in    Lincoln- 


shire, England.  His  father,  George  Wilkinson,  was 
a  farmer  who  was  born  in  the  same  shire,  October 
.*5,  IXO.'L  and  although  he  received  but  a  limited 
education,  pursued  a  life  of  usefulness  and  integ- 
rity. 

ilary  Ann  Marshall,  daughter  of  David  Mar- 
shall, became  the  wife  of  (ieorge  Wilkinson  in 
1830.  This  lady  was  one  of  seven  children  and 
the  eldest  of  her  parents,  being  born  August  9, 
1810.  To  her  were  born  in  her  union  with  George 
Wilkinson  eight  daughters  and  five  sons  and  to 
the  eldest  they  gave  the  name  of  (4eorge  B. 

The  ordinary  educational  advantages  of  an  Eng- 
lish lioy  were  given  to  young  George  and  he  then 
took  one  term  at  Ijivingston  Seminary,  as  his  father 
was  earnestly  desirous  that  his  children  should 
have  better  chances  in  life  than  he  had  lieen  able 
to  command.  When  sixteen  years  old  the  boy 
began  to  work  for  himself  and  when  only  eighteen 
he  decided  to  leave  his  ancestral  home  and  come 
to  America.  Crossing  the  ocean  he  landed  in  New 
York,  where  he  spent  one  year  after  which  he 
determined  to  go  farther  West,  and  coming  to 
Talmage  Summit  County,  Ohio,  spent  two  years 
there  .and  then  came  to  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
ill  185.'!.  Here  he  bought  a  tine  tract  of  land, 
comjirising  eighty  .acres  where  he  now  resides,  to 
which  he  added  twenty  .acres,  whicli  are  situated 
cm  .sei'tion  21,  and  forty  acies  which  lie  within  the 
bounds  of  section  1(5. 

The  jjrosperity  which  attended  the  laliors  of  the 
young  man  made  him  feel  that  he  had  indeed 
cstalilislied  himself  in  his  new  home  and  could  now 
afford  to  take  to  himself  a  wife  and  the  responsi- 
bilities of  married  life.  He  w.as  married  in  1863 
to  Keziah  Fletcher,  daughter  of  William  Fletcher 
of  Milfoid  Township,  Oakland  County,  this  State. 
She  w.as  the  third  in  a  family  of  four  cliildien  and 
was  born  September  1,  1812. 

To  this  happy  home  came  five  little  ones  and  the 
fond  iiarents  liad  the  anguish  of  laying  away  in 
the  grave  two  of  this  number,  Flora  M.ay  and 
Frank  F.  But  three  of  the  number  still  remain  on 
earth,  Carrie  A.,  who  is  now  the  wife  t)f  (ieorge  II. 
Myers,  of  Marion;  Esther  II.  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
J.  Sapp,  of  Ow.asso;  and  Frederick  G.  Mrs.  Keziah 
Wilkinson  was  calleil  from   earth  .lanuary  4,  1888, 
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and  November  28,  1889,  our  subject  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  choosing  as  his  c-onipanion 
Emily  Twillcy.  daugliter  of  Mv.  James  II.  Twilley. 
Mrs.  AVilkin>(>n  is  a  inemlier  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Howell.  She  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  Methodist  Protestint  Church 
of  Marion,  and  takes  mucli  interest  in  all  church 
matters. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  is  a  prominent  menil>cr  of  the 
jNIethodist  I'rotestant  Church  in  which  he  has  for  a 
linig  while  served  as  Class- Leader  and  has  been  the 
Secretary  of  the  Coimty  Agricultural  Society. 
The  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  embody 
the  iiolitical  views  of  this  gentleman  and  he  is  a 
favorite  among  the  Democi-acy  of  both  township 
and  county,  and  has  held  the  office  of  County 
Coroner  and  all  of  the  townsliip  otliccs  with  the 
exception  of  Sn|iervisor. 


ON.  SAMUEL  L.  KILBOURNE,  one  of  the 
11)  oldest  residents  of  this  county  who  has  for 
many  years  lieen  jiracticiug  law  at  Lansing, 
came  here  in  early  life  with  liis  father,  .lo- 
seph  II.  Kilbourne.  and  located  in  Meridian  Town- 
ship, eight  miles  east  of  Lausing  in  what  was  then 
an  absolute  forest.  The  father  was  born  in  Canada 
near  the  St.  Francis  River,  May  8,  1809,  and  re- 
mained there  until  18:39.  He  married  Miss  Susan- 
nah Hughes,  whose  parents  came  from  Berkshire 
('onnt\'.  I'a.  (lur  subject  was  born  not  far  from 
Toi'on to,  Canada,  April  15,  18.39.  Before  that  event 
his  father,  who  was  a  Captain  of  rebel  infantry  in 
the  Patriot  War  w.as  taken  prisoner  and  held  in 
Toionto  until  he  with  five  others  escaped,  cro.s.sed 
the  St.  Claii-  liiver  .'it  Point  Sarnia,  reaching  De- 
troit wheii'  he  obtained  work  a>  a  blowi-i'  and 
striker  m  a  iilacksmith  shop.  He  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  wife's  brother,  another  refugee  who 
had  escaped  with  him.  .\fter  they  had  accumu- 
lated some  means  they  sent  for  their  families,  and 
going  to  Xorthville.  W.ayne  County,  built  a  >lore 
and  Iilacksmith  shoji. 

In  l«43.1oseph  II.  Killiourne  removeil  to  Ingham 
comity  and  bought  a  tract  of  Land  which  h.-id  been 
occupied  liv  Chief  (  )kenios  and  three  liiiiidi'e(l  I'ol- 


tawattomie  Indians.  In  connection  with  his  brother- 
in-law  he  built  a  sawmill  and  a  large  double  log 
house  and  o])ened  a  store.  They  jiroceeded  to  clear 
up  a  farm  and  remained  in  that  locality  until  1849 
when  on  the  location  of  the  State  capital  at  Lan- 
sing he  removed  to  that  city  and  took  eliarge  of 
what  was  known  as  tlie  Seymour  [iroperty,  build- 
ing a  large  sawmill  and  attending  to  its  operation. 
At  the  same  time  he  sold  large  tracts  of  land  and 
built  tlie  first  woolen  mills  which  were  erected  in 
this  part  of  tlie  State. 

The  fatlier  of  our  suliject  had  lieen  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  this  district  during  the  session 
of  1847,  at  which  the  capitol  was  removed  to  Lan- 
sing. He  was  again  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
body  during  its  first  session  at  Lansing  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  spring  of  18,51  when  he 
sold  out  his  city  property  and  returned  to  the  farm. 
About  this  time  he  took  a  small  company  across 
the  plains  to  California,  acting  as  their  captain 
and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  18.'J8,when  he 
I'eturned  to  his  farm  on  whieli  he  still  lives  (1891) 
aged  eighty-three.  His  family  of  five  children  are: 
William  X.  who  has  Ijeen  in  California  since  18.53; 
Caroline  .Jeffers,  deceased:  Joseph  II.,  Jr,,wlio  lives  in 
Hig  Kapids,wheie  he  was  Postmaster  during  Cleve- 
land's administration;  our  subject;  Emily  L.  who 
for  twenty  years  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  and 
is  now  the  Principal  of  the  Larch  Street  School. 
Three  children  died  in  early  ehildliood. 

The  father  of  this  family  has  been  a  nieiiiliei-  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  he  was  eight- 
een years  old  and  helped  to  organize  it  at  Lansing 
and  for  several  years  was  a  Trustee.  In  those  early 
days  his  big  log  house  was  used  as  headquarters  for 
church  services  for  a  large  extent  of  country. 

Samiu'l  L.  Kilbourne  secured  his  first  educatitni 
at  home,  and  wlien  he  began  to  go  to  .scliool  he  was 
already  familiar  with  Wel»ster's  s|M>lling  liook,  a 
grammar  and  an  arilhinetic.  The  only  pei-|odieal 
literature  which  then  reached  their  home  was  a 
blanket  .sheet  published  at  I'hiladelphia,  entitled 
T/ifi  Brother  Jonathan.  The  father  was  Postmaster 
foi-  a  number  of  yeai's  and  letter  postage  was 
twentv-tive  cents.  The  amount  of  mail  was  small 
but  money  was  still  more  scarce  and  it  was  often 
liaril  work  to  get  enough  eliange  to  get  out    a   let- 
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ler.  Wild  game  and  Indians  aboundi-d  and  luv  ur 
and  ajjiie  prevailed,  the  antidotes  to  that  eom- 
lilaint  ))eins»'  Muffatt's  pills  and  Phoenix  hitters. 

Our  siihjeet  attended  school  atOkemosand  Lan- 
sing and  was  a  jjiipil  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Taylor. 
Later  in  1854  he  attended  Albion  College,  and  three 
years  after  entered  the  Agricultural  College  at  its 
opening.  During  his  first  year  he  worked  three 
hours  a  day  at  ten  cents  an  lidur  In  pay  his  wa.y- 
and  by  working  extra  hours  lie  had  paid  his  ex- 
penses and  at  the  close  nf  the  year  had  ^5  over. 
He  taught  school  foi'  three  months,  keeping  up 
with  his  class  at  college  liut  finally  lost  his  place  in 
college  because  his  county  was  over  repi'esented 
there  and  the  number  must  be  cut  down.  He  then 
read  law  by  himself  and  liegan  to  i)ractice  a  little 
in  the  Justice's  court,  and  before  he  was  twenty- 
one  he  joined  tlie  first  class  in  the  J^aw  Depart- 
ment ;it  Ann  Arljoi'.  After  graduation  he  returned 
to  Lansing  and  began  to  practice  which  lie  has  car- 
ried on  continuously  since. 

Mr.  Kilbournc  has  at  diffeient  times  received 
nominations  and  was  upon  the  ticket  for  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  in  the  fall  of  1  si;  1.  Imt  al- 
though he  made  a  splendid  canv.ass  he  was  defeated 
with  the  rest  of  his  ticket.  During  tlie  war  he 
helped  in  conducting  meetings  to  secure  tlie  en- 
listment of  soldiers,  making  splendid  war  speeches 
all  through  this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  prepivred 
to  go  into  the  army  himself  along  with  a  ctmipany 
which  he  heliied  to  enroll,  but  his  brother  Henry, 
who  had  agreed  to  remain  at  lunne  and  look  after 
the  family,  took  the  war  fever  and  enlisted  in  tlie 
First  Michigan  Sharpshooters  so  that  Samuel  was 
ol)liged  to  give  up  going. 

During  the  years  of  18()()-(il  ;\Ir.  Kilbouine  was 
a  regular  contributor  to  several  newspapers,  to 
wiiich  he  sent  political  articles, and  also  edited  and 
published  the  Micliigdn  State  Journal,  a  Democratic 
])aper  published  at  Lansing.  While  he  was  Deputy 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  had  full  charge  of 
the  office  of  that  court.  He  has  been  a  memlier  ot 
the  City  Board  of  Education,  City  Attorney  and 
served  as  assistant  to  the  County  Prosecuting  ^Vt- 
torney.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
from  this  district  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  alth(jugh 
the  Republicans  had  a  general  majority.     During 


thai  scNsion  he  was  one  of  the  special  committee 
and  the  author  of  the  liill  on  the  liquor  traffic  and 
reported  by  that  committee  which  repealed  the 
prohibitory  law,  puttiiii;  in  its  stead  the  present 
tax  system.  In  ^Liy.  18iU.  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Luce  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  in  the 
matter  of  pardons,  which  office  he  still  holds  and 
has  been  for  two  years  the  President  of  th.at  board. 

Ui)on  the  old  homestead  at  Okemos  our  subject 
still  takes  an  interest  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
esjiecially  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  He  de- 
votes much  attention  to  tlie  raising  of  standard 
trotting  and  draft  horses  as  well  as  to  Ilolstein 
cattle  and  fine-wool  sheep. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kilbourue  in  1862  united 
him  with  Miss  Louisa  F.  Burchard,  wlio.se  father  was 
an  attorney  from  Rome,  X.  Y.,and  became  the  first 
.settler  in  Lansing,  building  the  first  hou.se  within 
the  ju'esent  city  limits.  This  gentleman  dammed 
the  river  and  built  a  mill,  liut  was  drowned  before 
the  completion  of  the  mill.  Mrs.  Kilbourne  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  died 
before  their  mothei'.  She  passed  away  in  1873.  The 
remaining  daughter,  Mary  L.,  is  now  the  wife  of 
James  Harris,  of  this  city.  The  second  marriage  of 
our  subject  took  place  November  4,  1874,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Cornelia  W.Truax,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  for  many  years  has  been  a  Vestryman  in  thai 
body.  He  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
has  been  Master  of  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  .'iS,  and 
a  member  of  Capital  Chapter,  No.  9. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kilbourne  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  Demoei-ats  at  J^ansing  and  also  of 
the  State  of  Michigan.  He  has  always  been  inrtu- 
ential  in  formulating  the  policy  of  the  party  in 
Micliigan.  As  a  stump  speaker  he  is  strong,  for- 
cible and  logical,  always  inspiring  enthusiasm  and 
impressing  his  hearers  with  his  belief  in  the  truth 
he  asserts.  This  has  given  him  a  broad  ac(iuaiii- 
tanee  throughout  the  State  and  a  corresponding 
influence.  He  is  a  hard-working,  painstaking  law- 
yer and  strong  advocate,  occupying  an  envialile 
position  at  the  bar  of  the  State.  His  many  friends, 
both  within  the  legal  fraternity  and  .socially,  will 
be  plea.sed  to  notice  his  p<irtiait  in  c<mnection  with 
this  biographical  sketch. 
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,|f^iYRON  O.  PHIPPS.  one  of  the  stinino- 
liusiness    men    of    Howell,  i^^  a  meinber  of 

jj ;..  llie  tiim  of  Phip|)s  tt  >Siiiitli,  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  and  omnibus  business. 
Mr.  I'hipps  himself  makes  a  specialty  of  buying 
fine  horses  and  training  them  for  the  Boston 
market  where  he  disposes  of  them. 

Our  sulijeet  was  born  in  Groveland,  Oakland 
County,  Mieh.,  on  the  30th  of  March,  l«o8,  and 
he  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Melissa  (Peck)  Pliip|)s, 
tlie  father  being  an  Englishman  and  the  mother 
a  New  Yorker.  Joseph  Plii|)ps  came  with  his 
|)arents.  Thomas  and  Ann,  to  America  and  at 
once  journeyed  to  Michigan.  Here  they  settled  in 
Oakland  County.  Thomas  IMiipps  was  a  mechanic 
by  trade  liut  after  coming  to  this  ciiuntry  devoted 
himself  to  agricidture  and  continued  through  life 
upon  his  farm  in  ^lichigan.  lie  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  whom  he  trained  to  maturity  in 
h.altits  of  industry  and  thrift.  After  coming  to 
this  country  he  interested  himself  in  the  political 
movements  here  and  was  allied  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

.loscph  ]'hip|is  carried  on  farming  in  Oaklaml 
County  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  removed 
to  Holly,  the  same  comity,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brooms,  and  later  made  his  home 
in  Detroit  where  he  enlarged  his  business  and  eni- 
|)loyed  a  number  of  men  in  his  factory.  Like  his 
father  he  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  preferences. 
His  family  of  eleven  children  who  are  all  li\ mg 
bear  the  following  names:  Charles  T.,  M'illiam  .)., 
Xelson  L'.,  Belle  E.,  Byron  O.,  Herbert  A.,  Ernest 
J^.,  Lewis  M.,  Allie  M.,  Bertha  E.  and  Dexter  Jy. 
J(!se|ili  I'hipps  died  in  Detroit  August  29,  l^ill. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  upon  the 
faini  and  he  received  his  education  in  the  graded 
.schools  of  Holly  and  followed  farming  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years. 

After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  wa.- 
twenty-three  years  old,  he  worked  farms  on  shares 
for  five  years,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  a 
meat  market  .-it  Hartland,  this  county,  foi-  one 
year  and  then  he  came  to  Howell  and  engaged  in 
the  business  which  now  engages  his  energies,  lie 
is  unusually  well  adapted  to  his  business  as  he  Is 
conversant    with    the    haiiits    and  line    points    of  a 


horse  and  lias  handled  horses  more  or  less  since  he 
was  eighteen  years  old.  His"  love  for  this  fine 
animal  and  his  understanding  of  it,  makes  him 
thoroughly  successful  in  its  training. 

Tlic  niai-riage  of  our  subject  to  .Miss  I'.ertha 
Allen,  daughter  of  Emery  Allen,  of  Hartland,  this 
county,  took  place  in  1882  and  four  children  have 
been  granted  to  them:  Beinice  E.,  Raymond  C. 
Elva  v..  and  Ira.  The  Democratic  party  to  wliich 
Mr.  Phipps  is  attached,  placed  him  for  two  years  in 
the  ottice  of  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  county,  a 
position  which  he  filled  with  ability  and  where  he 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  Messi-s. 
Phipps  A-  Smith  keep  in  their  stable  .some  fourteen 
horses  and  turn  out  as  good  outfits  for  the  citizens 
of   Howell  as  can  be  found  in  the  count\-. 


T  OIIN  MARSHALL.  The  owner  of  the  fine 
farm  located  on  section  27,  I'nadilla  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  is  he  whose  name 

is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.    His  father  t;. as 

(;eorge  JIarshall,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his 
mother,  jMargaret  (Mongol)  MarehalLalso  a  native 
of  .Scotland,  the  couple  being  married  in  the  ()ld 
country.  They  emigrated  to  America  aliout  1842. 
and  settled  first  in  Canada,  where  they  remained 
for  two  years,  thence  coming  to  Michigan  in  1844, 
settling  at  once  on  a  farm  in  this  township.  ( ieorge 
Marshall  was  a  stone-cutter  and  builder.  The  fa- 
mous Trinity  Church  which  has  been  a  bone  of 
contention  between  the  original  heirs  and  the  trus- 
tees, was  Iniilt  partially  under  his  foremanshij).  and 
after  the  completion  of  that  edifice  he  did  the 
pointing.  He  assisted  in  building  a  large  church 
in  I'lUfTalo,  X.  Y.,  and  being  an  expert  in  his  busi- 
ness at  a  time  when  experts  were  scarce,  he  did 
much  of  the  finest  work.  After  connng  to  Michi- 
gan he  returned  to  New  Yoik  in  older  to  complete 
his  work  on  Trinity  Church. 

Finally  settling  pennancntly  upmi  his  farin.  he 
continued  to  c:irry  it  on  until  his  death  which  oc- 
eurred  in   |.si;2.  'I'lie  widow  still  survives  and  lives 
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in  I'nadilla  Townshij).  Tliey  were  parents  of  seven 
cliildren,  only  two  are  now  livino.  The  original  of 
our  sketch  was  hoi'n  Anwust  21^.  1838,  in  the  city 
of  (iiasgow,  (Scotland,  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde. 
He  was  denied  educational  advantages,  being 
oliliged  to  begin  work  when  very  young,  having 
learned  the  stone-cntter's  trade  when  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  being  only  sixteen  years  old  when 
coming  to  Michigan.  In  \H.'){)  Mr.  Marshall  went 
South,  being  engaged  in  W(.)rk  on  a  large  stone 
building  that,  was  to  be  used  as  a  cotton  factory. 
He  remained  Soutli  for  one  year,  and  then  went  to 
St.  Louis,  working  at  his  tiade  for  one  year.  Since 
that  time  he  lias  devoted  himself  and  his  energies  to 
the  development  of  the  resouires  in  his  line  in  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

Part  of  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now  lives 
is  that  which  his  father  oi'iginally  owned,  he  hav- 
ing purchased  eighty  .acres  of  his  father's  jilace. 
His  farm  is  finely  improved  and  bears  evidence  of 
high  cultivation.  Our  subject  has  imjjroved  a 
farm  which  he  owns  in  Stockbridge  Townshi[),  Ing- 
ham County,  but  sold  it  to  advantage.  His  mar. 
ri.age  took  place  .Ian uary  1,  18;"),"),  his  bride  being 
Miss  Betsey  Dodd,  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land. They  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Kittle, 
(ieorge  and  Caroline.  Kittle  is  now  Mrs.  O.  L. 
Smith,  of  Gregory;  Caroline,  is  Mrs.  David  Sayles, 
and  lives  in  Tennessee.  Mrs.  ^Marshall  died  in  .luly, 
1878,  and  he  of  whom  we  wiite  was  again  mariied 
November  17,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Sloanburg,  a  widow 
who  had  no  children.  She  also  w.<is  a  native  of 
Scotland.  Her  jiarents  were  William  and  Christina 
(Piper)  Craig.  They  were  natives  of  Scotland,  be- 
ing married  in  that  country.  They  emigrated  to 
Connecticut  in  18;32,  and  removed  to  ^lichigan  in 
1836,  and  settled  <m  a  farm  in  I'nadilla  Township, 
on  section  34.  In  18y(l  they  removed  to  Stock- 
bridge,  where  they  both  died,  the  father  in  187(i, 
tlie  mother  p,assing  away  September  28,  1891.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cr.aig  were  charter  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  I'nadilla.  ]\hs.  Craig  was 
the.  last  surviving  charter  member. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
.and  seventeen  and  a  half  acres  of  fine  land,  a 
large  part  of   it  being  under  cultivation.      Helms 


done  a  great  amount  of  clearing,  and  all  the  build- 
ing where  he  now  lives,  having  a  fine  home,  which 
is  a  model  of  rural  neatness  and  taste.  He  also  has 
good  barns,  and  erected  the  residence  and  outbuild- 
ings where  his  son  now  lives.  ]Mr.  Marshall  still 
carries  on  the  work  of  the  farm  for  himself.  His 
wife  is  .associated  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  he  is  lilicral  in  Ins  religious  views.  He  ll^ed 
to  be  a  (iranger,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  lioard.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
for  three  years  has  done  good  service  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
started  out  empty-lianded,  and  what  he  now  li.ashe 
has  earned  by  the  hardest  work,  having  liad  liut 
few  advantages  U[)on  which  other  men  de})end.  j\lr. 
Marshall  carries  on  general  fanning,  uniting  to  the 
cultuie  of  the  .soil  the  raising  and  breeding  of  fine 
stock. 


H'/ 
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AMES  Mt)XH()K.  Among  the  quiet  and 
unostentatious,  yet  thoroughly  worthy  and 
efficient  members  of  the  business  circles  of 
v^//  Howell,  Livingston  County,  we  are  gratified 
to  name  one  who  bears  .an  honorable  name,  and 
who,  although  not  claiming  descent  from  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  traces  his  lineage  to  a  I'lero  in  both 
the  War  of   1812  and  the  War  of   the   Revolution. 

This  citizen  was  born  April  27,  1827,  in  the 
townshii)  of  Pichmond,  Ontaiio  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  son  of  Lemuel  and  Martha  (Pawling)  Monroe, 
natives  of  the  Eastern  States.  Lemuel  Monroe  was 
a  boot  and  shoemaker,  who  had  served  hiscountrv 
nobly  in  both  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  con- 
flict of  1812.  In  his  later  days  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  lived  with  a  son  Francis,  until  called 
hence  by  death  after  he  had  reached  the  very  ven- 
erable age  of  ninety  years.  He  had  been  the  hus- 
band of  three  wives,  and  by  them  had  eighteen 
children,  and  our  suliject  is  the  youngest  of  this 
patriarchal  flock. 

The  mother  of  .lames  Monroe  died  in  New  York 
in  1857,  and  he  was  reared  ujion  a  farm  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  but  did  not 
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live  at  home  after  lie  was  eight  yeai'sold.  He  made 
lii.s  liuiiic  wilh  ;i  lariiicr  for  niiu'  years,  mid  then  iit 
tlie  age  of  seventeeu  received  the  eUithes  which 
were  eoininoiily  given  to  a  lioiind  lj()\'  when  lie  left 
service,  and  came  to  Mourne  (ounty,  Mich.  Here 
he  j)as.sed  four  years  and  tiien  retmned  to  New 
York,  wiiere  he  worked  upon  a  farm  for  some  four 
years  longer.  He  then  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, and  did  not  return  tojMichigan  until  1S55. 
Settling  in  Howell,  the  young  man  now  devoted 
himself  to  his  trade,  and  took  up  the  hroader  busi- 
ness of  contracting  and  l)uildiug.  He  puichased 
on  Clinton  Street,  wheie  he  now  lives,  two  lots  and 
a  house  and  was  married  in  lHr>7  to  Nancy  (iarmer. 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Saiah  (  Kat(jn)  (iarmer.  INIr. 
(iarmer  was  a  native  of  (iermany,  and  his  wife  was 
a  Vermonter,  while  his  daughter  was  born  at  Dans- 
ville.  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  mer- 
chant tailor,  and  carried  lui  a  large  business  at 
Dansville.  They  had  one  other  daughter,  Maria, 
who  is  now  Jlrs.  Leach,  of  Ionia,  this  State.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  JMrs.  Monroe  was  a  Elipha- 
let  Eaton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  hotel  l)usiness  at  .Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  and  to 
him  and  iiis  wife  Betsey  ((ioodrich)  Eaton,  were 
given  a  family  of  twelve  children. 

Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  gave  to  each  of  their  six 
children  an  excellent  and  lilieral  education,  and  so 
l)rought  them  up  tliat  they  liave  become  nu-n  and 
women  of  intelligence,  usefulness  and  a  pronounced 
Christian  character,  and  they  all  belong  to  the 
Methodist  or  Baptist  Church.  Theohlest,  Libby  B., 
is  Mrs.  Charles  Warren,  of  (iladwin  County,  tiiis 
Stale,  and  has  two  children,  Claud  and  Veroy. 
Dwight  D.  has  been  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Millie  Beach,  and  they  have  a  little  child.  (  hailes 
B.;  he  is  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  ^Ion- 
roe  Bros.,  doing  business  ill  Howell;  George  L.  is 
his  partner,  and  they  are  carrying  a  fine  and  well 
selected  stock  of  dry-goods  and  groceries,  boots 
and  shoes;  Ada  M.  married  Arthur  (iarland.  a  inei- 
cliant  tailor  of  Howell,  for  whom  Arthur  A.,  the 
next  brother,  acts  as  clerk;  Cora  M.  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Union  schools  of  Howell,  and  has  n  position  in 
the  Fourth  AVard  school.  The  i)olitical  views  of 
the  father  of  this  prominent  and  highly  respected 
family,  bring   him  into  sympathy   and  action  with 


the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  an  intelligent  ob- 
server of  the  great  events  which  must  concern  every 
.Vinericau.  .and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  country. 


;*,  ftlLIJAM  L.  KXAPP.  Oliver  Wendell 
\  rJ/l  Holmes  says  that  there  is  no  better  illus- 
\y  \^  tration  of  the  great  principles  of  life  than 
a  wagon  wheel.  The  hub  represents  the  great  cen- 
trifugal force  from  which  radiate  the  spokes  that 
make  the  tire  effective  in  its  round.  Circle  within 
circle.  If  there  is  anything  in  association  surely 
the  beautiful  principles  should  be  inculcated  in  the 
manufacturer  as  part  of  the  inherent  traits  of  his 
character  and  one  can  well  believe  that  he  of 
wliom  we  write  has  been  open  to  these  best  in- 
tluences.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
in  the  town  of  Howell,  Livingston  County,  mak- 
ing various  kinds  of  wagons  and  carri.ages.  at  the 
same  time  doing  general  blacksmith iiig.  Their 
lilace  of  business  is  located  on  (irand  River  and 
their  factory  was  established  in  1865. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  ^Vaisaw,  Wy- 
oming County,  N.  Y..  September  24,  1817.  Thus 
it  may  be  seen  that  he  lias  attained  the  golden 
crest  of  the  heights  from  which  one  may  look 
back  u[)on  the  past  wliich  is  irradiated  by  the  set- 
ting sun.  .Mr.  Knap])  is  n  son  of  .John  R.  and 
Melinda  (  Wilson)  Kiiii|)|),  natives  of  C'anaau,  N. 
Y.,  and  Middlebiiry.  N't.,  respectively.  The  former 
is  a  farmer,  although  he  had  learned  the  trade  in 
his  youth  of  a  boot  and  shoe  maker,  but  after  go- 
ing to  Warsaw,  N.  Y..  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultuie.  In  1H36  he  removed  to  Ohio  where 
he  occii|)icd  several  prominent  positions  within 
the  gift  of  the  county,  lie  was  .Iiistice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years.  His  decea.se  occurred  in 
ISftl,  his  wife  preceding  him  by  a  number  of  years 
her  (h't'case  ha\ing  oerurred  in'  IS47.  He  was  an 
old-line  Democrat  in  his  party  following.  He  and 
his  wife  were  in  their  church  relations  Baptist  and 
Presbyterian  respectively.     Our  subject's  paternal 


780 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


grandparents  were  "William  and  Olive  Annabel 
Knapp.  They  were  natives  of  ^'el■m(>nt  and  were 
engaged  in  farming.  The  former  went  to  War- 
.saw,  N.  Y.,  in  1811.  Five  years  later  he  met  his 
death  by  being  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree.  His 
wife's  death  toolt  place  in  1833.  She  was  throwr 
oul  of  a  carriage,  which  was  dragged  li\  aniii- 
awaN-  team,  her  death  occurring  shortly  after. 
Tliey  h.ad  a  family  of  eight  children.  The  mother 
was  a  Baptist  and  of  English  descent. 

The  mother  of  our  subject.  IMclinda  (Wilson) 
Knapp,  was  the  daughter  of  .Jacob  Wilson,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  who  came  to  America  in  his 
young  days  and  settling  in  N'ermont,  later  remov- 
ing to  Western  New  York.  In  his  later  life  he 
ii'tunicd  to  X'cnnont  where  he  continued  to  live 
until  liis  dcMtli.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children. 
Mr.  Kna|)])  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Caroline,  .lacoli.  ( )r- 
,son  S.,  William  L.  Margaret  K.,  Harriet  C..  .lolui 
R.,  Russell  A.,  Theodore  15.,  and  .lames  A.  Hut 
four  of  these  children  nre  now  living — .I.acob  W., 
William  L.,  our  subject,  .loliu  U.  and  .lames  A. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  began  the  work  of 
self-suiii)ort  when  only  thirteen  years  of  age  .'iiid 
for  a  period  of  six  months  he  worked  for  ^A  \>vv 
month  in  the  village  of  Canandaigua.  N.  Y.  In 
1835  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and 
served  for  two  years  and  then  he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  .Tacob  W.,  in  the  blacksmith 
business  until  1846.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  out  his  interest  and  engaged  in  trade  in 
(iainesville,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  for  one  vear.  Thence  he 
went  to  Castile  and  bought  out  a  lil.acksmith  shoi> 
where  he  was  engaged  for  two  j'ears.  Thence  he 
went  on  a  farm  and  enjoyed  bucolic  life  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  transferring  his  lo- 
cation to  another  purchase  which  he  conducted  for 
one  year  and  then  sold  out.  A  delightful  visit 
was  made  in  Iowa  after  which  he  returned  to  New 
Yoi'k,  settling  in  Warsaw  and  engaged  in  his  trade 
for   four  years. 

Agricultural  life  seems  to  have  been  moie  i)leas- 
ing  to  Mr.  Knapj)  than  any  other,  for  he  again 
went  on  a  farm,  which,  however,  at  the  ex|)iration 
of  two  years,  he  sold,     .\gain  in  Warsnw,  in  April. 


1861,  his  patriotic  zeal  aroused  by  the  tiring  upon 
Ft.  Sumter,  he  immediately  offered  his  services  tolas 
country,  being  the  third  one  to  enlist  in  Warsaw. 
In  company  with  Messrs.  .lenkins,  Dudley,  Bentley 
ami  Bailey,  he  raised  Company  H.,  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry.  After  enlisting  they  were  organized  and 
went  in  camp  at  Westfield.  Thence  they  went 
to  Albany  and  wei-e  there  mustered  into  service. 
The  1st  of  December,  1861,  found  the  regiment 
to  which  oiu'  subject  belonged  in  AYashington,  D. 
C.,  and  already  he  had  been  promoted  to  the  post 
of  Second-lvieutenant.  On  the  first  of  March  they 
started  for  Richmond  and  got  as  far  as  Bailey 
Crossroads  hut  finding  no  enemy  returned  to  camp 
and  soon  after  were  ordered  to  report  at  Alexan- 
dria, \'n.  They  look  the  boat  down  the  river  the 
1st  of  .\|)ril  and  on  the  5tli  landed  at  Fortress 
Monroe.  The  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  in  which 
one  and  one-half  days  were  spent  in  hard  lighting, 
is  a  memorable  event  in  the  mind  of  our  subject. 
He  was  also  present  at  skirmishes  at  Big  Bethel  and 
Rappahannock.  At  this  time  he  was  on  the  staff  of 
(Jen.  Sigel.  After  being  in  service  for  eighteen 
months  he  w.as  discharged,  as  for  some  time  he  had 
been  sick  with  that  common  army  trouble,  dysen- 
tary.  He  was  an  efficient  officer  and  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  His  resignation  wasacce])ted 
Februar\-  10,  1863,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
never  seen  what  may  be   called    a   really  well  day. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  Knapp  returned  to  War- 
saw and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1864,  when  he 
removed  to  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
and  was  there  engaged  in  the  hardware  business, 
lie  continued  to  he  thus  employed  initil  186;). 
when  he  sold  out  and  ivmoved  to  Howell  where 
he  built  his  present  shops,  lie  has  employed  as 
many  as  fifteen  men  and  has  enjoyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  patronage  in  his  line  in  the  city  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years.  For  one  year  he  servc(l  on 
the  City  Council. 

In  1841  Mr.  KnaiJp  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Betsey  A.  I.rockway-  <:>f  Warsaw,  N.  Y.  One 
scMi,  Theodore  B.,  was  the  outcome  of  this  union. 
Mrs.  Betsey  Ivnapp  died  in  April,  1846.  He  was 
again  married,  his  sec(md  wife  being  Elizabeth  R. 
(ireen.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  Sejitem- 
ber  'J,  1847.     She  was  a  native  of  Portasje,  Wvom- 
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iiisr  County,  N.  Y..  and  is  tlie  mother  of  five  eliil- 
ilrcii — Floi'iMK'i'.  Willi.'uii  U..  .Iiidsoii  W.,  Alvn  ^\■. 
Mild  Klizalietli  R.  Tlieodoie  !>.  iiuiriied  Kinily  Iv 
Ivi'itli  and  i.s  the  fatlicr  of  two.  oliihlrcn — Ksiclhi 
and  Walter.  Fhtrenee  iiiariied  i\.  II.  IJunisay  ;uid 
is  the  mother  of  two  children — .Vnnie  and  lA'onard; 
AVilliam,  who  married  Masi'yie  Burrows  and  two 
children  are  tlie  outcome  of  this  union — Waller 
and  Mamie;  .ludsoii  W.  married  Annie  Krwin;  .Viva 
W.  is  the  liusliand  of  Ida  Segler;  Elizalieth  is  tlie 
wife  of  Charles  (ioodnow  and  i.s  tlie  mother  of 
three  children  who.se  names  are  Oon,  TS'ina  and 
Blanche;  Kstella  married  Miller  Beiinnan;  one  son. 
Max.  has  come  to  them  to  eiilixeii  their  home; 
Walter  W.  married  (J race  Fishbeek;  they  also  have 
one  dauuhter,  .liilia.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  jiolitical  predeliction.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  also  a  memlier  of  Odell  Post,  No.  120 
(i.  A.  R.,  and  has  held  all  the  ottlces  excepting  that 
of  Senior  Warden.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  having  been  elected  Deacon  twenty 
years  ago  has  ever  since  acted  in  that   ca|)aeit\'. 


ON.  DANHOL  W.  DLNTl  1!FF.  It  nuisl  be 
a  i)leasing  thought,  that  after  having  .sup- 
plied hundreds  of  liumau  beings  with  the 
means  of  supporting  life  by  hard  labor  and 
iiiiieh  iilaiining.  that  one's  efforts  have  been  ap- 
preciated, so  that  in  the  afternoon  <me  can  put 
aside  the  cares  of  the  active  conflict  and  retire 
from  the  immediate  oversight  of  ones  interests,  en- 
joying the  fruit  of  early  Labor  and  the  conscious- 
ness that  ones  life  has  not  been  lived  in  vain — 
that  in  supplying  the  physical  wants  no  o|)piiit  un- 
ity has  been  neglected  to  elevate  the  higher  nature. 
Tliere  is  always  that  beneficent  assurance  as 
^Meredith  expresses  it,  that  "no  life  can  be  jiure  in 
its  purpo.se  or  strong  in  its  strife  and  all  life  not 
be  ptuer  and  stnmger  therein." 

^Ir.  Diuturff  is  a  native  of  Yates  County,  N.  V 
and  a  .son  of  Jacob  and  Rachel  (Leddick)  Diuturff, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  former  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 


passed  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  and  finally 
(lie(L  He  held  vaiious  otfices  in  the  lownsliip  and 
stood  high  in  the  coutidcnee  and  esteem  of  the 
peo|ile.  I'olitically  .laeob  Diuturff  was  a  Re- 
publican, but  at  that  time  one  had  not  so  much 
leisure  to  attend  tii  the  corrupting  influences  of 
political  life  .as  now. 

The  original  of  (jiir  sketch  was  one  of  twelve 
children.  It  was  fortunate  that  his  father  was  a 
fanner  and  raised  the  pnxhicts  for  family  consump- 
tion upon  his  own  place,  otherwise  some  of  the 
little  ones  might  have  gone  hungry.  The  advant- 
ages of  an  academic  education  were  enjoyed  by 
<nir  subject  and  the  best  of  influences  were  felt  in 
the  home  ciicle,  where  he  remained  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  made  a  radical 
change  to  what  was  then  considered  tlie  far  West, 
but  to-d.ay  being  only  a  twenty-four  hours'  journey 
or  but  little  more  from  Michigan  to  any  place.  He 
located  in  Washtenaw  County,  taking  up  a  farm 
in  Pittsfleld  Township.  His  place  embraced  two 
hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  but  for  some  reason, 
unknown  to  the  writer,  it  did  not  exactly  suit  its 
purchaser,  so  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  sold  it  and 
removing  to  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County, 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  12.  This  first  pur- 
chase comprised  eighty  acres.  Later  he  added 
one  liundred  acres  more  and  in  time  forty  acres 
more  was  added  to  liis  estate.  This  lie  partly  im- 
proved. There  is  iiiion  the  place  a  good  farm- 
hou.se,  being  commodious  and  comfortable  as  a 
dwelling.  There  are  also  excellent  barns  iqion  the 
place.  His  general  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
productiveness  of  the  ground  and  it  has  been  made 
to  reseinlile  in  the  exquisite  neatness  of  its  wood 
lots  the  richne.ss  of  verdure  of  its  |).asturage  and 
fields,  one  of  the  model  farms  of  old  estates. 

.Mr.  Diuturff  w.as  a  member  of  the  State  legislature 
for  this  county  in  1H72,  having  held  the  position 
for  two  years.  It  was  during  his  term  of  oftice 
that  the  laws  were  jiassed  for  the  incoriioration  of 
Fowlerville  and  he  with  other  members  of  the 
House  secured  the  jiassage  of  a  bill,  annulling  the 
railroad  bonds  of  this  coiiiit\-  thai  litid  not  passed 
the  third  hands.  Indeeil  many  of  the  revised  laws 
that  look  to  the  bettering  of  the  people  in  this 
locatity   are  due  to  the  foresight  .and  judgment  of 
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our  subject.  By  inlieiitance  and  I'onvictioii  he  of 
vvlioin  we  write  is  an  adlierent  of  the  Repulilieau 
platform,  liaviiisr  great  confidence  that  its  princi- 
|)les,  in  spite  of  tlie  niacliinations  of  uuscriipuhms 
men,  will  survive  the  Masts  of  critical  opinion  and 
adverse  parties.  Socially  a  Mason,  he  has  attained 
to  a  high  degree. 

( )ur  suliject's  inariiage  tt^ok  place,  Xovemhei-  9, 
l)^."il,al  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Mary 
>L  MciMaster,  of  Potter,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  David  .1.  and  Laura  (Mansfield)  ]\IcMaster, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Having  no  children 
of  his  own  Mr.  Dinturff  has  heen  the  foster  father 
of  one  young  girl  who  has  taken  the  place  of  a 
daughter  to  him,  Ella  A.  Hatch  by  name.  She  is 
a  talented  and  attractive  young  lady  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Fowlerville  High  .School.  In  1H74 
our  subject  left  his  farming  interest  and  came  to 
Fowlerville,  |iurchasing  a  fine  residence  on  the 
corner  of  (irand  River  and  Ilibbard  streets.  Re- 
presenting the  liest  class  of  people  in  this  district, 
his  home  is  the  meeting-place  for  the  wit  and  cul- 
ture of  the  vicinity.  Since  giving  up  the  active 
interest  in  his  agricultural  business,  the  original  of 
our  sketch  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Fowlerville  for  three  years.  He  with 
his  wife  is  an  attenda)it  at  the  Jlethodist  liipiseopal 
Church,  and  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
support  of  the  same.  He  is  one  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  men  of  this  county.  A  man  of  high 
character,  he  prides  himself  that  his  word  is  as 
Uood  as  his  bond. 


I  I    I  I     >  '  I   I   j 


ILi^.  HJ.VM  IIAYXKS.     The  narrative  that  relates 

the  life  history  of  our  subject  is  chiefly  eon- 

^     nected    with   rural    residence   and    agricul- 

v^)  tural  occupation.  ]t  began  in  a  modest 
little  country  home  in  New  York  State  which  was 
made  by  his  parents — Reuben  and  iLaria  (Hance) 
Haynes,  the  former  a  native  of  one  of  the  Fastern 
States  and  a  resident  of  New  York  for  a  niunberof 
years;  there  he  died.  Mrs.  Haines'  father  was  also 
a  resident  of  New  York.     Oui'  subject  was  one  of 


five  children.  He  was  born  Sei)t.  27,  182;"),  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  came  to  Michigan  an<l 
settled  near  Adrian,  Lenawee  County,  and  six 
years  later  came  to  Ingham  County  an<l  has  ever 
since  made  his  home  in  this  State  with  the  excei)- 
tion  of  four  years  spent  in  AVisconsin. 

When  a  young  man  our  suliject  was  engaged  in 
work  on  a  farm  by  the  month.  His  first  venture 
in  real  estate  was  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  [lur- 
chased  a  farm.  This  he  traded  for  seventy  acres  of 
land  and  took  up  seventy  aci'es  more  from  the 
(iovernment  and  has  since  added  eighty  acres  to 
his  purch.ase,  now  aggregating  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  all.  At  erne  time  his  farm  com- 
prised three  hundred  acres.  The  tract  of  which  la- 
is  now  owner  has  been  cleared  and  broken  and 
good  buildings  have  been  erected  thereon. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  our  subject  was  mai-- 
ried  in  Ingham  County  to  ISIiss  Sarah  Worden,  an 
early  settler  of  Oakland  County  where  he  died. 
The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been 
blest  by  the  advent  of  nine  children.  They  are 
^lorris.  Antony,  Loui.sa,  Lewis,  Lydia  M., . John  and 
two  children  who  died  in  infancy.  'J"he  farm 
whereon  he  now  resides  has  been  his  home  for 
thirty-two  years  and  when  he  flist  came  here  it 
was  as  wild  as  natiu'e  wouhl  allow.  There  were 
many  denizens  of  the  forest  and  our  subject,  hav- 
ing been  a  great  hunter,  has  killed  many  a  deer 
and  wild  turkey. 

During  the  war  he  of  whom  we  write  was  draft- 
ed into  service,  but  hired  a  substitute  and  thus 
escaped  the  experience  that  has  saddened  the  life 
oi  many  a  man.  He  is  a  farmer  who  has  eagerly 
embraced  every  opportunity  tending  to  improve- 
ment in  the  science  of  .agriculture.  Although  like 
most  men,  he  is  interested  in  politics,  he  is  not 
wedded  to  party,  casting  his  vote  for  the  man  he 
thinks  best  qualified  foi-  the  position  regardless  of 
party.  Honorable  and  respected,  the  confidence 
that  his  townsmen  liave  reposed  in  him  has  been 
shown  by  his  election  to  a  number  of  offices.  He 
has  lieen  Township  Clerk  of  Wisconsin  and  Dii'cctoi' 
of  his  school  district  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
has  been  District  Treasurer  for  six  years  and  is  at 
l)re.sent  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  Much  credit 
is  due  our  subject  for  the  success  that  he  has  made 
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of  his  calling,  as  he  began  without  anythmg  and  his 

l)r(i()fi't\'.  wliich  is  free  of  iiicuiiiliraiiee.  has  liecn 
earnerl  liy  hardest  labor.  Our  sulijeet  drove  tlie 
second  train  that  ever  went  tliroui^h  WiUianiston, 
it  being  an  ox-team  and  at  the  time  there  was  nt> 
poinilation  at  all  where  the  jiresent  thrivintj  little 
city  of  WiUianiston  is  found.  The  tri|)  to  mill  in 
those  days  occui)ied  a  week  and  the  incidents  and 
hardshiiis  of  pioneer  life  are  not  unknown  to  him. 


'OSP:pII  BURfiESS.  The  gentleman,  who 
resi  les  on  the  farm  on  section  t,  llartland 
Township.  Livingston  County,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Michigan,  coming  here  in 
1836  with  his  parents.  The  country  was  little 
more  than  a  wilderness  at  that  time,  and  wild 
animals  and  Indians  were  much  nntre  familiar 
sights  than  the  face  of  a  white  man  or  woman.  A 
contemporary  tells  lis  of  an  experience  that  he  hail 
while  out  at  work  in  the  clearing  burning  logs. 
As  night  came  on.  the  wolves  prowled  out  from 
the  forests,  and  made  a  howling,  snapping  circle 
about  the  young  man.  They  were  only  deterred 
from  pouncing  on  him  by  his  throwing  fiery  brands 
from  the  great  lieap  of  burning  logs,  into  their 
midst.  The  early  settlers  were  ever  on  the  alert 
for  enemies  of  this  nature  and  doubtless  this  fact 
developed  in  them  a  piudence.  and  yet  quickness 
to  take  a<lvantage  of  favorable  moments  that  was 
no  small  cause  of  their  success. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Cayuga  County.  X.  V., 
born  March  26.  1832.  He  was  a  son  of  Seth  Burgess, 
a  native  of  the  .same  State,  who  with  his  family  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Independence  Town- 
ship. Oakland  County  in  1836.  Their  home  here 
w.as  a  little  log  hut  12x14  feet  in  dimensions. 
Here  they  lived  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  they  realized  the  dignity  and  elegance  of  a 
double  log  house.  They  remained  in  ( )akland 
County  until  1856  when  they  moved  to  Livingston 
County  and  here  they  have  lived  ever  since.  Seth 
Burgess,  our  suliject's  father,  still  survives  at  the 
patriarchial  age  of  ninety-four  years,     lie   enjoys 


the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  man  in  the 
county.  Our  sul)ject's  maternal  graudfatlier  was 
.loseph  Wliipple.  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who 
also  emigrated  to  ^lichigan  at  an  early  day,  coin- 
ing here  in  1.^32  at  which  time  he  located  forty 
acies  of  ( iovernment  land  in  Independence  Town- 
sliiii.  ( )akland  County.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade 
and  here  tViund  plenty  of  work  among  the  early 
settlers,  being  himself  one  of  the  veiy  first  to 
locate  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death  which  took  place  in  December,  1862. 

()ur  suliject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage,  a 
Miss  Fannie  Whi[)ple.  a  most  honorable  name  in 
the  early  history  of  ^Michigan  and  one  having 
some  brilliant  representatives  who  are  living  .it 
the  present  time.  She  was  a  native  of  New  llami)- 
shire.  and  died  in  Oakland  County  on  the  old 
home  place  that  her  father  had  taken  uj)  from  the 
(loveriiment.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, there  being  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Jlaiy  Follett,  Chester 
O..  .\maiida.  Simeon  D.  W.,  ^lartiu  B.,  .loseph  W. 
and  Martha.  The  eldest  daughter  died  while  in 
Los  Angeles.  Cal.  Chester  resides  in  Howell,  Liv- 
ingston County,  .\inanda  is  the  wife  of  AVilliam 
Hammond,  and  resides  in  Clarkston,  Oakland 
County,  ^lich.  Simeon  lives  in  Flint.  Martin 
lives  in  Holly.  Oakland  County,  and  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land  wliich 
he  has  under  cultivation.  ^lartlia  is  the  wife  of 
Sanford  Ililderbrant.  and  is  a  resident  of  llartland 
Townshi|j.  Our  subject  is  the  sixtli  child  in  order 
of  birth,  and  the  fourth  son.  He  was  a  wee 
toddler  when  his  parents  came  to  this  State,  not 
old  enough  to  realize  anytii.ng  Imt  the  fun  and 
novelty  of  their  situation.  On  the  way  hither  his 
father  carried  him  on  his  back  eighteen  miles,  and 
his  earliest  recollectiim  is  of  their  home  in  the  little 
log  house  that  his  grandfather  had  liiiilt  in  In- 
dependence Township.  Oakland  County.  They 
had  not  an  over  siippl\  of  worldly  possessions  or 
filthy  lucre,  and  were  oljliged  to  pawn  their  goods 
to  get  through,  liut  the  little  log  house,  though 
filled  almost  to  overdowing  with  the  grown  people 
and  children,  was  the  abiding  place  of  great  hearts 
that  were  undaunted  by  such  obstacles  as  they  en- 
countered, and  was  the  scene  of  the  warmest  affec- 
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tion  .anrl  true  content,  and  altliongli  the  first 
winter  was  memorable  heeaii.se  of  its  severity  and 
the  fael  that  so  many  were  crowded  into  such  :i 
small  space,  it  was  lirightened  liy  an  immense  tire- 
place,  which,  however,  had  but  a  stick  chimney. 

Tiie  father  (if  our  suliject  set  about  clearing 
u[)  the  farm  and  as  the  openings  widened  and 
the  ground  was  enriched  with  the  charred  em- 
liers  of  stumps  and  log.>,  he  set  out  a  fine 
orchard  that  afterward  yielded  a  ricli  harvest, 
althougii  at  that  time  fruit  was  a  luxury  tliat  could 
be  enjoyed  by  liut  few.  Biitli  the  maternal  grand- 
parents and  our  subject's  ni(.)tlier  passed  away  on 
this  jjhice.  JNIr.  Hurgess  continued  to  reside  with 
his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  determined  to  set  out  in  the  w(jrld 
for  himself.  He  had  at  that  time  a  yoke  of  steers 
aud  twelve  shilliugs  in  money.  The  [irond  posses- 
sor of  these  riches,  he  went  to  Hamburg.  His  first 
investment  was  in  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
sold  a)id  uiion  which  he  made  $150.  He  then 
went  back  and  liought  forty  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  remained  there  for  about  three  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  improving 
the  place.  In  1856  he  carae'to  Hartland  Townshi|), 
and  located  on  section  .34,  where  he  jniichased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  remaining 
there  one  year.  After  that  he  made  several  trades, 
owning  at  different  times  here  three  farms,  pliiciug 
improvements  on  each  and  l)uilding  good  houses. 
Mr.  Bui'gess  located  where  he  now  resides  in  1861). 
Here  he  h.as  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
He  erected  his  present  resident  in  1877,  at  a  cost 
of  >'2,300.  It  is  a  fine  two-story  frame  dwelling, 
.substantial  and  attractive  in  lutild  and  style.  He 
lias  built  good  and  conunodious  barns  and  out- 
jiouses  on  Ins  jilace  and  in  fact  has  a  first  class  farm 
that  is  free  of  all  incumbrance. 

On  July  5,  185G,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
ried in  Independent  Township,  Oakland  County, 
to  Miss  Mary  Jacobs,  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  in  (ienoa  Tciwnshi]),  Livingston  County. 
December  2X.  1839.  where  she  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. They  have  one  son  whose  name  is  Melviii 
J.  He  was  born  October  10,  1859,  and  resides 
with  his  parents  at  home,  assisting  his  father  with 


conducting  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  a  Democrat  in  liis  [lolitical  following, 
lie  has  liei'ii  Highway  C'ommissionei'  and  is  very 
well  known  in  this  county,  being  a  genial,  affable 
man,  whose  interests  and  sympathies  are  with  his 
neighliors  and  fellow  men.  ( )nr  subject  is  tiie 
owner  of  some  tine  stock  of  registered  Jerseys,  and 
has  purchased  hoi-.-^es  in  Ohio  that  are  of  jiuiest 
breeding.  He  matches  teams  and  sells  tlu'in  in 
Detroit,  lie  lias  done  a  general  business  in  the 
county  and  township  in  threshing,  having  for 
years  had  almo.Nf  a  monopoly  of  that  industry,  and 
having  found  it  U>  be  quite  prolitable.  He  has 
been  the  owner  of  tliree  new  threshing  machines 
that  were  of  the  l.'itest  and  mo.--t  apiir()ved  style. 
Our  subject  was  drafted  in  the  late  war.  but 
furnished  a  subsilute  at  the  expenses  of  «I,000 
and  also  lieljied  clear  the  town  of  e\ery  call. 


Ui'    .,. 


IIARLES  SIT.LIVAN.  a  representative 
farmer  and  stock-r.aiser,  residing  on  section 
"28,  Locke  Township,  Ingham  County,  was 
born  July  G,  184().  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio. 
His  father.  James  .Sullivan,  is  still  living,  and  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  the  mother  Nancy  A. 
(Ciowell)  Sullivan,  was  liorn  in  New  England  and 
has  now  passed  from  earth. 

"When  only  two  years  of  age  our  subject  migrat- 
ed with  his  parents  to  Ionia  County,  ^Nlich.,  whence 
they  came  a  little  later  to  Ingham  County  and 
made  their  home  iipiiii  the  farm  wlii're  C'harles 
Sullivan  now  resides.  The  father  is  now  in  his 
seventy-third  year  and  greatly  enjoys  seeing  the 
improvements  whicli  have  been  made  throughout 
all  this  region,  since  the  early  |)ioneer  days  when 
he  underwent  liardshi|)s  in  the  primeval  forests. 
Of  his  six  children  five  are  living,  namely:  Kme- 
line.  wife  of  Gardner  Rice;  Charles;  Alphonzo. 
IJenjamin.  and  Eva.  wife  of  John  A.  Cox.  The 
son  who  has  departed  this  life  was  A\'illiam  who 
died  while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  The 
mother  ended  her  earthly  career  February  24,  1884. 
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Charles  Sullivan  had  his  early  training'  for  life 
in  the  wood:^  of  Ingham  County  and  his  educntion 
was  olitained  in  tlie  pnlilic  schools.  He  has  l)cen  a 
thorougli  and  systematic  reader  througlioiit  life 
aiid  Ims  largely  broadened  his  view  of  men  and 
things,  tlirough  access  to  hooks  and  pai)ers.  His 
marriage  occurred  .lanuary  21).  1867,  liisl)ride  lieing 
Eliza  Cli.aml)ers.  daughter  of  (leorge  Clianiliers. 
Englisli  peoi)le  who  came  to  this  State  before  the 
birth  of  tiieir  daughter.  Mr.  Sullivan  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  his  pro- 
perty has  been  largely  gained  through  his  own 
industry  and  good  manageinent. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureli  is  tlie  religious 
body  witii  which  jNIr.  and  ^Irs.  Sullivan  are  active- 
ly connected,  and  the  iiolitical  views  of  this  gentle- 
man allv  him  with  the  lve[)uliiican  party.  His 
mothei'  died  February  24,  1884.  and  his  fatlier  who 
is  a  sei)tiiagenarian.  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of 
Locke  Township.  The  home  and  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Sullivan  are  among  the  finest  in  this  vicinity  and 
it  is  tlie  center  of  much  hospitality  and  social   life. 


_^] 
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<^?  LKXANDKl!  MdMiOK.  Among  the  solid 
(@//JI     business  men  of  Leroy  Townsjiip.  Ingliam 

I  (1)  County,  the  judgment  of  no  one  is  more 
<^  respected   and    sought   than   that  of  him 

whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Far- 
siglited.  discreet,  prudent,  and  with  high  executive 
ability,  he  is  well  qualified  to  take  the  lead  in  mat- 
ters of  finance  or  local  government  among  his  co- 
laborers.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having 
been  born  in  Ontaiio  County.  .luly  28,  182;').  He 
is  a  son  of  Lemuel  and  3Iartlia  (Rolin )  ^loiiroe. 
His  father  was  a  Revolutionar\-  soldier,  Ijeing  about 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  Joined  the  army.  Ik- 
was  also  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  one  of  his  sons. 
Archibald  ilonroe,  a  half-brother  of  our  subject, 
gave  his  life  a  s.acrifice  to  the  freedom  of  his  coun- 
try in  the  battle  of  (^ueenstown  Heights  iu  which 
the  father  also  fought.  ^laiiy  of  the  exclusive 
four  hundred  of  New  York  who  make  much  of 
their  ancestry'  as  is  now  the  fashion,  lia\e  not  so 


good  a  claim  to  the  respect  of  loyal  Americans  as 

has  he  of  whom  we  write,  Jiis  father  being  a  twice 
loyal  servitor  of  the  Continental  army.  On  the 
p.ateriial  side  of  liis  house  ^Ir.  Monroe  is  Scotcli. 

Our  subject's  sire  was  three  times  married  and 
lie  was  the  father  of  a  large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  five  only  now  survive.  They  are:  Francis, 
Flmiia.  Abigail,  .Tames  and  Alexander.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  reared  to  nianliood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  State.  His  education  was  of  the 
most  desultory  character,  having  early  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  work  of  the  farm.  When 
only  ten  years  of  age  he  was  bound  out  to  .ludge 
Smitli,  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y..  and  remained 
with  him  until  he  reached  yeiirs  of  majority.  The 
slight  advantages  that  he  had  in  an  educational 
way.  were  supplemented  bv  study  in  the  winter 
evenings  by  the  light  of  the  open  Hreplace. 

About  1847  the  original  of  t>ur  sketch  came  to 
Livingston  Ccninty,  Mich.,  and  resided  there  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  cleared  a  farm,  which 
he  improved  to  some  extent  but  gave  up  in  order  to 
remove  to  Ingham  County  and  in  1859  he  settled 
upon  the  place  where  he  at  present  resides,  having 
transformed  it  from  its  original  wild  state  to  that 
of  the  most  finished  agricultural  work.  He  was 
married  October  25,  185(1,  his  bride  being  Charlotte 
Smith.  She  bore  him  two  children — Selden  and 
Dwight.  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Monroe  departed  this  life  April  7,  ISiM). 
F"or  so  many  years  the  sympathetic  and  tender 
comiiMiiion  (if  her  liusliaiid's  career,  a  great  void  has 
been  left  in  his  life  by  her  decease. 

Mr.  Monroe  is  the  proprietor  and  owner  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  fine  hiiul  that  is  mostly  under 
cultivation.  He  has  .served  as  Township  Commis- 
sioner, filling  the  office  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents.  A  Repuliliean  in  his  political 
coin'iction,  our  subject  has  the  greatest  faith  in 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  country  under  the 
execution  of  the  laws  as  enacted  liy  his  party. 
He  is  a  progressive  and  iJiiblic-spirited  man,  ready 
and  anxious  to  do  all  that  is  for  the  advantage  of 
indixidnal  or  general  prosjierity  in  his  district. 
Liberal  in  his  religious  views,  our  subject's  wife 
was  during  her  life  a  memlier  of  the  ^lethodist 
Protestant  Church.     ;Mr.  Monroe  is  a  tine  type  of 
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the  Wolverine  piuiiuer  and  is  greatly  respected  by 
all  who  know  him.  We  take  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting liini  in  this  Ai.i'.iM  to  tlie  notice  of  many 
who  know  and  higlilv  reyard  him. 


^>-^^<^ 


T^E.  WILLIAM  1)1  NN  COOPER.  This 
j^rominent  professional  man  of  Lansing, 
Ingham  County,  having  iiis  office  at  No. 
2 lis  South  Wasliington  Street,  is  a  gradu- 
alL'  of  the  Homeopathic  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  He  took  his  diploma  in  the 
Class  of  '83  and  for  awhile  followed  general  prac- 
tice, l)ut  now  gives  his  special  attention  to  surgery, 
particularly  in  the  line  of  the  treatment  of  can- 
cers, whicli  lie  treats  both  surgically  and  i>y  medi- 
cinal remedies  as  the  case  may  demand.  He  has 
associated  with  him  Mr.  J.  F.  Cooley. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Novem- 
ber ;),  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijaii  N.  and  Ella 
(Owen)  Cooper.  When  young  the  parents  came 
to  Hillsdale,  this  State,  and  his  father,  who  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon  located  successively  in 
various  parts  of  the  State.  The  young  man  de- 
cided to  follow  his  father's  profession  and  read 
medicine  with  him,  taking  his  lectures  at  tlie  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  from  whicli  he  was  graduated 
as  we  have  before  said. 

The  young  doctor  located  first  for  general  prac- 
tice at  Wayne,  this  State,  and  took  such  cases  as 
came  to  liim,  yet  all  the  time  pursuing  his  special 
studies  in  surgery  and  perfecting  himself  in  that 
branch  of  the  healing  art,  following  u|i  his  re- 
searches which  his  sjiecial  studies  at  the  university 
had  opened  up  to  him.  Immediately  after  his 
graduation  he  had  served  as  assistant  to  the  Chair 
of  Obstetrics  and  (iynecology  and  after  that  went 
to  Wayne.  His  exceptional  advantages  had  pre- 
pared him  for  his  life  work  and  two  years  later  he 
removed  to  Lansing  and  opened  his  office  here. 
Before  settling  down  to  work  he  took  a  vacation 
and  a  trip  to  the  South  which  refreshed  and  re-in- 
vigorated the  young  student  and  preitaied  him  for 
the  hard  work  to  which  he  had  settled  for  life.  He 


is  having  excellent  success  with  his  special  cases 
and  is  building  up  a  growing  practice.  His  stand- 
ing in  the  profession  is  evinced  by  his  membership 
in  various  societies  of  repute,  as  he  belongs  to  the 
International  Hahnemann  Society  and  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Ilomeoiiathy  as  well  as  the  Stale 
Society. 

Dr.  E.  N.  Cooper,  the  father  (_)f  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  read  medicine  at 
.lackson,  Mich.,  taking  his  degree  in  Ann  Arbor. 
He  pursued  his  practice  through  life  and  up  to  the 
date  of  his  death,  which  took  place  in  Jackson,  in 
1880.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he 
was  quite  young,  and  he  has  only  one  sister — Kate 
— wife  of  Ula  Mead,  of  Battle  Creek.  Dr.  Cooper 
stands  high  in  the  scicial  circles  of  Lansing,  and  it 
is  the  hoi»e  of  his  friends  that  before  long  he  will 
establish  a  home  here  by  choosing  a  companion 
whose  amiable  traits  and  high  character  will  match 
his  own  and  whose  inHuence  will  add  still  more  to 
the  high  reputation  which  he  hears  among  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 


S-HSEv  / 
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OllN  W.  SINIALLEY.  Among  the  rc|iie- 
sentative  and  successful  farmers  of  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  the  name  of 
John  W.  Smalley  may  well  appear,  as  his 
small  and  well  cultivated  farm  of  fifty  acres  on 
section  21,  bears  every  mark  of  the  hand  of  a  pro- 
gressive and  systematic  farmer.  Mr.  Smalley  is  a 
Wolverine  by  birth,  having  entered  this  life  in 
Lodi,  Washtenaw  County,  in  1836.  His  parents 
grew  up  and  were  married  in  the  Empire  State, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  the  year  of  183,5,  settling 
in  AVashtenaw  County.  The  father,  David  Smalley 
here  engaged  in  farming  and  having  a  fine  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  carried  it  on  suc- 
cessfully until  death  ended  his  labors.  He  w.as  an 
influential  man  in  his  township  and  tilled  the  of- 
fices of  Supervisor  and  Treasurer  therein  with 
great  credit  to  himself  and  profit  to  the  citizens  of 
the  township.     His    excellent    wife,    who  bore  the 
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ninidi'ii  iianic  of  Rcliecea  !MeIJiigal,  was  lioi'ii  in 
New  Yoik  and  lipoanii*  tlie  niothcr  of  fcnir  cliildivn. 
(uHU'se,  .loliii.  Mary  and  .lanu's.  SIk'  is  still  living 
in  Washtenaw  t'oiinty. 

The  fatluT  of  our  suhjivt  was  no  politician,  yet 
was  d(>e|ily  interested  in  publie  affairs  and  voted 
the  Dinioeratic  ticket.  He  was  a  sincere  and  earn- 
est Christian  and  a  lieliever  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptists.  His  farmint;:  operations 
were  iMnisually  successful  and  he  became  a  man  of 
wealth.  He  accomplished  much  serious  pioueer 
work  and  cleared  and  improved  a  large  tract  of 
land.  His  father.  Henry  Smalley  was  a  New  .Jer- 
sey man  who  came  West  with  his  son  David  and 
remained  with  him  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  keenly  interested  in  politics  and  was  a  worker 
for  the  Demociatic  party.  His  death  took  i)lace 
on  election  <lay  and  his  last  woids  were  "how  goes 
the  election?"  He  had  been  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
ilierand  felt  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country  he  had  helj^'d  to  free  from  the  British 
rule. 

The  boyhood  of  John  W.  Smalley  was  passed 
upon  the  farm  in  Washtenaw'  County  until  lie 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  he  theie  took 
his  schooling.  He  then  with  his  brother  .Tohn 
look  charge  of  the  old  homestead  and  they  worked 
it  together  for  six  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Handy  Township  and  settled  upon  eighty  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  lives.  This  was  in  18.57,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  disposed  of  some  thirty 
acres  of  that  land.  He  has  cleared  off  his  farm 
and  placed  upon  it  good  substantial  liuildings  and 
other  first  class  improvements. 

Cjjon  Mr.  Smalley's  farm  one  may  always  find 
an  excellent  grade  of  cattle  and  horses.  He  jiays 
especial  attention  to  Jersey  cattle  and  his  sheeji 
and  hogs  aie  well-kept  and  of  good  breeds.  \'ari- 
ous  township  ottices  have  been  given  into  his 
hands  and  he  has  executed  the  duties  pertaining 
to  tluni  with  judgment  and  success,  so  that  tlic 
residents  of  the  township  feel  great  confidence  in 
his  practical  ability. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  ^Ir.  Smalley  is  more 
worthy  of  note  than  his  marriage  in  1856,  as  he 
was  then  united  with  ISIiss  Margaret  Boyland,  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  dauuhtcr  of 


Jacoli  Boyland.  To  her  were  granted  three  chil- 
dren, and  two  of  them  are  still  living.  The  oldest 
son,  David  W.  is  unmarried  l)ut  William  H.,  was 
some  years  ago  united  with  Miss  Katie  Haveland 
of  Iosco  Township  and  has  two  charming  children 
(iuy  and  M>  ra.  Mrs.  ^Margaret  Smalley  passed 
from  earth  in  IHH.')  and  .Mr.  Smalley  was  a  .second 
time  mariicd.  The  present  iMrs.  Smalley  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Knuna  Zimmerman  and  she  was  a 
resident  of  Washtenaw  County,  ^lich..  and  a 
daughter  of  Ficderick  Zimmerman,  for  whom  she 
has  named  her  only  child.  Frederick.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  interested  in  all  movements  jjertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  farming  community  and  is 
an  active  member  of  the  (irange.  The  Democrafic 
party  in  its  declarations  has  embodied  the  political 
lii'inciples  in  which  ]Mr.  Smalley  believes,  and  he 
casts  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  that  liodv. 


4^ 


^ 


IIOMAS  WOL'LDS.  Among  the  self-made 
men  of  Livingston  County  none  deserve 
greater  credit  than  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  who  is  in  possession  of  a  comfortable 
i  amount  of  this  world's  goods,  obtained  by  hard 
labor  and  good  management.  At  the  begiTining, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  made  it 
a  rule  to  live  within  his  income,  and  this  resolve, 
closely  followed,  has  given  him  an  independence 
than  which  theie  is  no  more  pleasant  feeling  in 
the  world.  In  possession,  of  a  fine  home  and  a 
splendid  family,  together  with  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-inen,  he  surely  has  much  to  make  life  desir- 
able. His  occupation  through  life  has  been  prin- 
cipally agriculture,  and  he  has  made  his  own  way 
in  the  world  since  he  was  ten  years  old. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth Woulds,  were  natives  of  Linc(jlnsliire,  Eng- 
land, where  their  son  Thomas  was  born  Ntjvember 
14,  1826.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
as  the  nearest  school  was  three  miles  distant,  his 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  and  he  is 
mainly  self-educated.  For  a  short  time  he  lived 
with    an     uni-lc.    and    at    the    aije   of    thirteen    he 
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worked  out  on  a  farm  for  £'4  |irr  \ cir.  \\  lion 
lie  was  of  aye  lie  entered  the  railroad  employ, 
and  worked  on  a  railroad  for  nearly  two  years, 
thus  being  enabled  to  save  some  money.  In  the 
full  of  l«52  he  emliarked  for  the  United  States, 
and  aftoi-  a  monotonous  voyage  of  six  weeks  he 
aiTived  at  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Thence  ^Nlr.  Wonlds  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania, 
wheie  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Wayne  County. 
The  year  18r)4  marked  his  arrival  in  Jlieliigan. 
when  going  to  Pontiac  he  purchased  a  team  and 
went  to  jNIilford.  lie  remained  for  a  time,  work- 
ing for  Gov.  Bingham  on  a  faruL  m  (ireen  Oak 
Township,  this  county.  On  .June  28,  18.51,  he 
Innight  a  farm  in  Brighton  Townshi]),  on  section 
1."),  and  removing  thereto  he  commenced  the  work 
of  imjirovcment.  In  lH.')fi  he  purchased  two  Inni- 
dred  and  forty  acres  where  lie  now  lives,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  assiduously  to  clear- 
ing and  impioving  tiie  jilaee,  embellisliing  it  with 
a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  making  it 
oni;  of  the  finest  estates  in  the  township. 

In  the  fall  of  lsr)2.  about  four  weeks  before  he 
set  sail  for  jVnieiica,  Mr.  Wonlds  was  married  to 
Hannah  Abliott,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of 
England.  Their  niMiried  life  has  been  congenial, 
and  they  linye  established  a  solid  reputation 
among  their  neighbors  for  their  sincere  hosiiitality 
and  kindly  manners.  Politically,  Mr.  Woulds  is  a 
])einocrat,  although  lie  is  by  no  means  an  office 
seeker,  preferring  the  quiet  of  home  life  to  the  ex- 
citement of  ofiieial  duties.  He  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  well  cultivated, 
and,  with  its  various  buildings,  ccmiprising  one  of 
the  best  homesteads  in  the  coiiiinunitv. 


=^,|j'lTGUSTUS  A.  HOWARD.  The  main  lea- 
(C^/-J[  tures  of  our  subject's  life  are  those  of 
!i^  many  another,  having  had  but  few  o|)por- 
tunities  as  a  boy.  His  educational  advan- 
tages, though  ecmsisting  of  but  three  months  in 
each  year  and  such  odd  times  as  he  could  be  spared 
from  the  duties  of  a  farm,  were  inipiovecl  as  faias 


possible  and  in  later  years,  possessed  of  a  strong 
individuality  and  perseverance,  he,  by  reading  and 
investigation,  so  broadened  and  enlarged  his  earlier 
studies  as  to  become  an  intelligent  student  of  the 
topics  of  the  day  as  well  as  a  wide-awake  business 
man . 

Augustus  A.  Howard,  who  has  (me  of  the  largest 
and  most  popular  grocery  and  crockery  houses  in 
the  city  of  Mason,  Ingham  County,  was  born  in 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  .Ian uary  .'50,  1,S20,  In  the  early 
days  of  the  pioneers  of  the  iSIaumee  Valley.  He 
is  the  eldest  son  of  Roliert  A.  and  Priscilla  (Nelsen) 
Howard,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  emigrat- 
ing to  the  Buckeye  State  as  early  as  1822.  Their 
son  was  reared  (m  a  farm  acquiring  the  sturdy 
characteristics  of  the  early  settlers,  and  here,  also, 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  she  who  was  des- 
tined in  later  years  to  sli.are  with  him  the  burdens 
and  cares  of  life  was  reared.  As  children  and 
young  people  they  were  sclioolmates  and,  when 
growing  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  recognized 
in  each  other  an  altinity  and  concluded  to  make 
the  journey  of  life  together.  They  wore  married 
December  31,  1H49,  at  which  time  the  groom  w.as 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age.  The  bride,  Sarah 
Anna  (haham,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  (Norton)  (ir.aham,  and  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York  ^lareh  23,  1826.  Her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  her  Lather's  early  history  being 
surrounded  with  a  halo  of  mystery  and  romance  or 
even  tragedy.  As  near  as  his  memory  would  per- 
mit, at  about  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  while  with 
his  younger  sister,  standing  on  the  dock  at  his  na- 
tive home  either  in  England  or  Scotland,  he  was 
induced  by  the  Captain  to  go  on  lioard  a  vessel 
lying  near  at  hand.  The  ve.ssel  was  soon  put  to 
.sea  bearing  the  stolen  child  whose  only  farewell 
was  the  tears  of  an  astonished  and  frightened  sister 
remaining  on  the  dock.  As  the  Captain  always 
treated  him  very  kindly,  requiring  no  work  from 
him  and  I'nMning  hiiii  \>itli  undue  attention  it  was 
the  conclusion  of  his  later  years  that  the  abduction 
was  the  plan  of  a  step-mother  to  favor  the  prop- 
erty interests  of  her  own  children. 

Missed  by  his  father,  the  latter  wrote  to  a  brother 
residing  on  an  island,  the  name  of  which  has  been 
forgotten,  to  watch    iiassing  vessels,   lind   the    boy 
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and  see  to  his  safe  return  lioiue.  lie  was  touiid, 
placed  ill  care  of  a  friendly  captain  lionicward 
l)Oiiiid.  Tlie  boat  was  cai)tured  l)y  the  Aliieriaiis 
and  all  on  board  taken  prisoners,  lint  Ijefore  reach- 
ing land  they  were  shi|)-wrecked.  The  lad  was 
picked  up,  taken  in  charge  by  an  English  lady  on 
lier  way  to  America  and  soon  landed  in  New  York. 

After  Mr.  Howard's  marriage  he  remained  at  the 
old  homestead  assisting  at  the  farm  for  about  two 
years  and  then  launched  into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Uryan.  Ohio,  opening  a  dry-goods  store  in 
partnership  with  a  brother.  He  was  thus  occupied 
for  ab(.iut  three  years,  but  through  the  disastious 
inrtuence  of  what  is  known  as  "wildcat  specula- 
tion" they  lost  their  stock.  lie  afterward  removed 
to  Iiutler.  Ind..  in  which  place  lie  was  engaged  in 
various  branches  of  mercantile  business  for  about 
eight  years,  sometimes  on  salary  and  sometimes  in 
in  business  for  hlin.self. 

In  1867  our  subject  removed  from  Butler  to 
Mason,  this  State,  where  he  became  engaged  in 
general  merchandise  with  .1.  J>.  Isherwood,  which 
firm  continued  for  some  tiiree  years.  At  the  ex- 
jiiratitin  of  that  time  they  sold  out  their  stock  and 
gooil-will  to  Horatio  Pratt  anil  Mr.  IIowar<l  re- 
mained with  him  two  years.  The  four  succeeding 
years  he  spent  in  the  West,  nineteen  months  as 
sub-agent  at  Ft.  Handall.  Dak.,  serving  under  his 
brother  who  was  the  Inited  .States  Indian  Agent 
to  the  Spotted  Tail  Sioux;  eighteen  months  tin  the 
North  Platte,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ft.  Laramie,  dur- 
ing the  Sitting  Bull  war  and  massacre  of  (ieii. 
Custer  and  his  command,  and  the  lialance  of  the 
time  assisting  in  the  removal  of  the  I'onca  Indians 
froni  Dakota  to  Indian  Territory. 

On  his  return  to  tlie  Central  States  our  subject 
again  came  to  Mason  and  launched  into  mercantile 
business  .associated  with  N.  A.  Dunning.  After 
dissolving  this  partnership  he  and  his  son  opened 
their  present  business  house  under  the  firm  name 
of  Howard  Si  Son.  in  April,  188().  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom 
arc  now  li\ing.  A  son,  W.  E.,  was  born  April  11, 
18;)2,and  is  now  equal  partner  in  the  business  lieie 
carried  on.  He  is  married,  his  wife  having  been 
in  her  maiden  days  Alice  J.  Wheelock,  born  at  De 
Peyster,  N.  V..  in  18.")4.     Their  mnjriage  was  cele- 


brated at  Parina.  Mich.,  in  April,  1880;  ihi-y  have 
two  children — 'SI.  Bertha  and  Fiances  A.  Mr. 
Howard's  youngest  child  is  Mary  PrisciUa.  born  in 
1860  at  Butler,  Ind.  She  was  educated  at  Ma.soii 
and  after  completing  the  regular  course  siient  four 
years  in  teaching.  .Shew.as  married  March  .").  18S."). 
to  Dr.  S.  H.  Culver,  a  graduate  of  the  Begular 
Department  of  the  Fniversity  of  Michigan,  and 
who  li.as  acquired  a  large  practice  at  Mason. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  Kepublican  of 
the  Whig  style,  and  the  confidence  which  his  fel- 
low-townsmen repose  in  his  integrity  and  honor  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  most  important  positions  in  the  city,  as  City 
Collector  and  Treasurer.  He,  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  are  members  of  the  Piesbyterian  Church, 
his  own  and  liis  wife's  memliership  dating  from 
18.")7.  For  years  he  has  been  prominent  in  church 
work,  having  been  Klilcr  since  I8(iii.  and  is  now 
Senior  Fbli-r  in  the  ehureli  at  Mason. 


^^-=<a  AMFEL  SKADAX.  It  is  gratifying  to  the 
^*i^  historian  to  recount  the  experiences  of  the 
earh'  pioneers  in  the  Wolverine  State, 
and  especially  to  tell  the  story  of 
tlio-ie  who  are  still  re.maining  in  mir  midst, 
whose  life  work  has  extended  over  most  of  what 
has  |)<asseci  in  the  present  century.  These  plain 
and  simjile  annals  do  not  sound  the  trumpet  to 
announce  great  .and  world-famous  deeds  but  they 
recount  the  story  of  quiet,  unostentatious  lives 
which  have  been  made  emphatic  by  truth  and  jus- 
tice, industry  and  uprightness. 

The  pioneer  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  resides  on  section  1.3,  Ingham 
Township,  Ingham  County,  was  born  in  Newberg, 
Orange  County,  N.  Y..  November  28,  1808.  His 
honored  jjarents,  .John  and  Chiistian  (.Tayne  )Ska- 
dan,  natives  of  New  York  and  Bhode  Island, 
respectiv'ely,  were  married  at  Florida,  Or.ange 
Conntv.   N.   Y..   and    reiudved  in     1 822  to  ('n\-uoa 
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Count}-,  where  they  settled  in  8enuett  Township, 
not  far  from  Auluini.  Iknv  tlif  father  passed  away 
attlioage  of  twenty-tive  years,  on  JIarch  9,  1824, 
and  his  widow  remained  upon  the  homestead  until 
slie  reached  the  ver\'  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years,  wlien  lier  sjiirit  took  its  tlijiht  to  its  heaven  I}' 
lionie,  July  4.  1808.  Besides  his  work  as  a  farmer, 
,lohn  Skadan  had  followed  the  vocation  of  a  wheel- 
liulit.  In  politics  he  followed  the  doctrines  of  l)e 
Witt  Clinton,  whose  career  as  (Governor  of  the 
Knijiire  State  he  watched  with  i;ieat  pride. 

Thirteen  children  were  the  number  that  gathered 
about  the  hearthstone  in  this  New  York  iRinie,  and 
they  I'Ore  the  names  of  Dency.  Robert,  William, 
Mary  A.,  Jane,  Fannie,  Samuel,  Jane,  Eliza,  Cath- 
erine, Charles,  John  and  Kdmnnd.  Our  subject 
.-md  his  sisters  Jane  (the  younger),  and  Catherine 
are  the  only  survivors  of  this  numerous  flock. 
Until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  the  lioy  re- 
mained in  Newbergand  then  went  with  his  [larents 
to  Sennett.  Cayuga  County,  where  he  w.as  reared 
upon  the  farm  and  leceived  .a  sound  common- 
school  education.  He  remained  al  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  made  a  home  for  himself  upon  the  farm 
near  liis  parents,  until  the  spring  of  18.'?7.  when  he 
I'emoved  to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  and  there  he 
lived  until  October.  1840,  when  he  removed  to 
Michigan. 

The  first  home  which  Mr.  Sk.adan  made  for  him- 
S(4f  in  this  State  was  situated  one-half  mile  south 
of  the  village  of  Dansville.  Ingham  County,  and 
there  he  jiartiall}'  cleared  uj)  a  small  farm  which  in 
1844  he  exchanged  for  the  pro])erty  where  he  now 
resides,  and  which  has  been  his  home  since  that 
time  with  the  exceptifm  of  four  years,  which  he 
spent  in  ^lason,  the  county  seat,  at  the  time  when 
he  lllle(l  the  otHce  of  County  Treasurer.  His  first 
purch.ase  comi^rised  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  seventy.  He 
found  this  land  a  wilderness  and  he  cleared  about 
one  half  of  it  in  his  earl\'  life  here.  He  now  has 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  cleared  and  improved 
and  has  been  a  successful  and  judicious  farmer. 
His  fine  farm  and  good  iniin-ovements  testify  to  his 
skill  and  industry.  He  began  life  with  nothing 
and  his   fifty-one  years  of   service   upon   the  same 


farm  have  left  their  mark  upon  both  the  community 
and  his  own   surroundings. 

Onr  subject  has  been  for  many  years  a  leading 
man  in  his  townshiii.lieing  luuisually  well-read  and 
well-in  formed  and  being  known  far  and  wide  as  a 
judicious  and  thoughtful  man.  He  is  a  leader  in 
his  party  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson,  which  he  has  followed  up  by 
a  straight  Democratic  vote  ever  since.  At  an  early 
day  he  served  as  Constable  in  New  York,  and  has 
been  in  office  most  of  the  time  since  he  came  to 
came  to  Michigan.  For  twenty-five  years  he  h.as 
been  the  Township  Supervisor,  and  in  1848  he  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  Ingham  Coiinty,  and  after  a 
service  of  tw(j  years  was  re-elected  in  18.50.  He 
served  for  four  years  as  Coroner  of  Ingham  County, 
and  almost  every  township  office  has  been  his  He 
w.as  President  of  the  Ingham  County  Fire  Insurance 
Comp.'iny  for  ten  years  and  is  still  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. He  is  piiimiuently  idt'iitified  with  the  order 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  which  he  has  taken 
the  Master's  degree. 

]\Iiss  Irena  Sheldon  a  native  of  Sennett,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  became  Jlrs.  Samuel  Skadan,  Janu- 
ary 9.  1832,  in  her  native  town.  She  was  born 
December  15,  1808,  .and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Rachel  (Sheldon)  Sheldon,  both  natives  of 
New  Kngland,  who  were  among  the  first  .settlers  of 
Sennett  Township,  Cayuga  County.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skadan  were  born  three  children,  Juliette,  Lou- 
isa J.  and  Hiram  N.  The  mother  of  these  children 
p.assed  from  earth  Alarch  8,  1848,  and  not  a  member 
of  her  father's  family  is  now  living. 

Mr.  Skadan  was  a  second  time  married.  Sej)- 
tember  28,  1848,  to  Miss  Flmeline  Sherman,  of  Ing- 
ham Township,  this  county.  She  was  a  native  of 
C,ayuga  County,  N.  Y..  and  w.as  born  September  2(), 
1838,  being  a  daughtei-  of  Josiah  and  Ruth  (Can-) 
Sherman,  both  natives  of  New  York.  One  child 
oiilv  blessed  this  union — John  W.,and  ^Irs  Skadan 
pas.sed  from  earth  ilarcli  4.  18;')().  Mercy  C.  At- 
wood  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  present  Mrs. 
.Skadan.  Her  union  with  our  subject  was  solemn- 
ized Ajiril  14.  185.!.  in  Ingham  Township.  She  also 
is  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  wliere  she  was  born 
May  3,  1824,  and  is  a  <]aughter  of  Zenos  and  Hul- 
dah  .\twood.  of  whom  our  readers  will  find  further 
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l)articulars  in  the  life  sketch  of  M.  M.  Atwood, 
wliicli  i>  til  lip  found  elsewliere  in  this  vdliinip. 
This  uiiioii  has  been  blessed  by  tlic  birlli  nf  lliiee 
ehihlien.  Flovd  ('.  Samuel  F.  and  Jennie  1 


-!••!•  ■^•^(^^,•^•!••^•;-^ 
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W;ILLIAM  F.  IIAXSFX.  The  city  .if  L;ui- 
sini;  is  well  provided  willi  iihaimaeies. 
^  ,,  ranoing  in  character  from  the  dusty,  mys- 
terious Idokiny  liottles  tliat  are  arrayed  along  the 
shelves  and  give  tlie  small  interiors  a  close  and 
Eastern  odor,  to  the  handsome  stores  with  great 
plate  glass  windows  in  which  are  displayed  in 
a  most  fascinating  order  the  choicest  products,  not 
only  of  the  chemist  and  i)harmacist,  but  of  the 
manufacturer  .and  from  the  sea-lieautiful  sponges, 
blushes,  delicately  perfumed  powder,  toilet  articles 
of  nil  descii])tions  attiact  the  attention  and  invite 
the  purchaser.  Then  there  is  the  soda  water  foun- 
tain— that  ever  [U'esent  and  necessary  accessory  to 
a  diuggist's  outfit,  and  behind,  stowed  away  in 
mysterious  corners  as  well  as  displayed  in  fascinat- 
ing cut-gl.ass  bottles  are  cordials  and  simples  and 
compounds  from  which  the  most  skilled  medical 
l)raclitionercan  have  his  prescriptionii  tilled.  Such 
a  ])lace  is  the  establishment  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and  whose  por- 
trait appears  on  tlie  opposite  page. 

Mr.  Hansen  is  a  German  liy  liirtli  and  ancestrv, 
having  lieen  born  in  the  city  til  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, April  11.  l<s(;o.  His  fatlier  was  William 
Hansen,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  his  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  Gottlieb  W.  Hansen,  who  was 
lunn  in  Schleswig.  and  held  the  ottice  of  Mayor  of 
his  tity  in  German.y.  under  Frederick  William  lUn- 
ing  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
^Vaterloo  and  did  good  service.  For  twenty-eight 
\  ears  he  was  connected  with  the  military  service 
intiemiany.  Kiglit  years  jtrior  to  his  decease  he 
retired  from  active  service  and  was  the  recipient  of 
a  pension.  His  death  took  place  at  his  headquar- 
ters in  Hanover.  His  family  was  of  Danish  de- 
scent. 

( )ur  subject's  father   was   a    s;iil-cliith  manufact- 


urer in  the  city  of  Hanover.  Later,  in  1870,  he 
organized  a  large  company  for  the  manufacture 
<if  sail-cloth  by  machinery.  The  firm  was  chartered 
uniler  the  name  of  the  Hanover  Sail  A  Sock  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  and  of  this  he  was  Secretary 
until  about  1877.  at  which  time  he  sold  his  inter- 
est. His  death  occurred  in  18H-2.  when  he  was 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  Personally,  he  was  of 
m.agnificent  physique,  being  finely  proportioned 
and  muscular,  although  light  and  active.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Royal  (iymnasium,  and  a  man  of 
suiierior  intelligence  and  education.  After  leaving 
the  gymnasium  he  entered  the  Business  College. 
For  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  he  was  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  Church  work. 

<  )ur  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Adelheid  Halm,  and  was  born  in  Claustahal 
in  the  Hartz  Jlountains.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Col.  J.  W.  Ilahn,  a  native  of  the  same  pl.ace.  He 
was  an  assistant  superintendent  (if  the  Claustahal 
mines  and  was  a  practical  miner,  having  also  been 
a  graduate  of  the  Claustahal  Academy  of  Mining. 
He  ranked  as  Colonel  in  the  military  department. 
When  Hanover  was  taken  by  the  Germans,  in 
1866,  Col.  Hahn  was  put  on  a  pension.  He  died 
in  Hanover,  having  served  in  the  (ierman  Army 
as  a  Captain. 

Three  children  were  liorii  to  the  [larents  of  our 
subject.  Albert  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  German 
Xavy,  now  stationed  at  Keihl;  Oscar,  a  twin  brother 
of  our  subject,  is  a  graduate  of  the  (loltingen 
Academy.  He  is  now  an  actor,  devoting  himself 
to  the  delineation  of  tragedy  and  has  acquired  a 
high  reputation  in  the  chosen  art.  Our  sulijeet, 
the  youngest  child,  w.as  reared  in  Hanover  and 
graduated  from  the  Royal  (iymnasium,  in  1879. 
when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  opened  a 
drug  huse  in  Hanover,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
Ijusiness  there  for  four  years.  In  1882.  he  entered 
tlie  University  at  Heidleburg,  and  was  a  student 
there  for  one  year,  enjoying  all  the  advantages  of- 
fered in  that  historic  old  university  city. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Hansen  left  his  native  land  and 
came  to  America,  setting  sail  from  Bremen,  No- 
vembei-  22.  on  the  steamer  "Sailer."  There  was  a 
stormy  trip  which  lasted  twelve  days,  and  the  port 
of    New     \'(irk    was    hailed    witli     pleasure.      After 
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landing  in  tliis  country,  our  subject  made  a  trip 
tlirougli  iS'ew  York  and  then  came  on  to  Lansing, 
wliere  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Dr.  llahn, 
an  uncle  on  the  maternal  side,  lie  continued  with 
liini  in  the  drug  business  for  one  year  and  tiie  next 
year  was  with  Northrop  iV  Robertson,  of  North 
Lansing.  ]n  IHST)  he  was  registered  as  a  pharma- 
cist, after  whicli  lie  went  back  to  Mr.  llahn,  i-e- 
maining  with  him  f<ir  one  year,  tlie  following 
year  being  again  in  the  employ  of  Northro])  iV'  Hob- 
ertson. 

In  ]May,  1887,  Mr.  Hansen  went  to  Europe,  set- 
ting out  on  his  trans-Atlantic  trip  from  Quebec, 
taking  the  .Mien  line  of  steamers  to  Liverpool. 
After  a  leisurely  tii))  tlirongh  Kngland  he  crossed 
through  Holland  and  Belgium,  then  proceeded 
through  i^'rance,  aftei'  which  he  went  lo  his  home 
in  (iermany  and  there  remained  for  two  months. 
He  then  went  to  Moscow,  Russia,  wnere  his  brotlier 
had  a  fourteen  days'  engagement  in  the  theatre. 
Thence  he  went  to  St.  I'eterslnu'g  with  him,  and 
from  there  he  returned  to  Germany  and  remained 
one  montli,  returning  to  America  through  Austi'ia. 
Bohemia,  through  Switzerland  to  the  borders  of 
Italy,  and  September  "22.  1887,  left  BrenuMi  for 
Baltimore,  and  on  his  wa\-  to  Lansing  took  in 
Washington  and  cities  in  Jlarvland.  Virginia, 
Ohio  and  ^Michigan.  Mr.  lleusen  speaks  (German, 
English  and  Ficnch  lluently  and  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  these 
various  peoples  at  the  i)resentday. 

After  he  returned  from  Europe  our  sul)ject 
served  as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  for  a  short  time, 
but  in  May,  188il,  purchased  the  stock  of  drugs 
from  Dr.  llahn  and  continues  to  be  his  succe.ssor. 
He  has  refitted  the  store  and  increased  the  stock 
and  at  the  i)resent  time  is  the  |)roprietor  of  one 
of  the  finest  pharmacies  in  the  city.  As  would  be 
expected,  Mr.  Hansen's  sympathies  and  interests 
are  closely  connected  with  the  Michigan  Staats  Zvi- 
tiuKj^  being  a  stockholder  in  the  concern.  He  is  a 
meml)er  of  the  eomi)any  owning  the  |)atent 
Wright  on  the  Rochester  Automatic  Lighting 
Company. 

Socially  our  subject  is  connected  with  several 
societies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights   of  I'ytliias.  and 


the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  is  also  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Arbieter  Society.  In  his  polit- 
cal  following  he  is  a  Democrat.  Altiiough  a  young 
man  and  a  foreigner,  JMr.  llensen  has  already  made 
himself  felt  in  the  community  as  being  a  person  of 
sterling  worth  aiul  higli  intellectual  attainments. 
He  is  popular  and  much  liked  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  liim.  His  place  of  busi- 
ness Is  known  as  the  Lion  Pharm.acy,  so  called  be- 
cause of  his  sign  which  is  a  large  lion  ram])ant. 


\    I       I     '  I    »<^^«.-T». 


^AMES  R.  D.VRT,  the  former  jjopular  and 
etticient  Siieriff  of  Ingham  County,  Alich., 
and  a  resident  of  Weblierville,  is  a  native  of 

St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y..   where  he  was 

born  March  ',1,  18;)5.  His  parents,  Alfred  and  Jane 
(Wright)  Dart,  were  both  natives  of  New  Y'ork  and 
his  grandfather  Dart  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  and  received 
a  good  education  which  has  aided  him  to  be  well- 
informed  upim  all  general  topics.  Most  of  his 
youth  was  spent  upon  the  farm  although  he  w.as 
engaged  at  v.arious  times  in  clerking  in  a  store.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  learned  the  millwright  trade 
in  McKean  County,  Pa.,  and  followed  that  business 
for  several  years,  after  which  he  took  up  lumliering 
for  (piite  awhile. 

In  1856  the  young  man  came  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  and  for  seven  years  followed  the  lumber 
business  in  Lansing,  aftei-  which  he  located  in 
Weberville  and  was  there  elected  Sheriff  of  Ingham 
County  in  the  fall  of  1877.  He  filled  this  office 
for  two  terms  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents and  then  returned  from  the  county  seat 
to  Webberville  in  1881  and  has  since  made  that  his 
home.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  and  .staves  and  for  awhile  was  in  llie  mer- 
cantile business. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  occurred 
August  11,  1855,  brciught  to  his  home  Ori)ha  P. 
Fisher,  who  was  born  October  10,  1839,  in  IMcKean 
County,  Pa.,  a  dausjhter  of  AVilliam  R.  and  Briceus 
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(Karr)  Fisher.  Her  parents  were  from  Vermont 
and  Jlas.saehusetts,  respec'ti\i'l\ .  ami  Iht  urand- 
fatlicr  Fif<lier  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  mi 2.  Be- 
fi)re  her  niarria-ie  she  had  spent  considerable  time 
ill  (cai-liiiii;'.  Tulierhave  been  born  four  children: 
Nellie  ;\I..  deceased;  (^ertrude  B..  wife  of  Dr.  A.  B. 
Campbell,  of  .^lason,  Mich.;  Kollin  ('.and  Alfre.l  K. 
Mr.  Dart  is  identified  with  tlu'  Iiidc|iciidciit  ( )r- 
der  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic  society  at 
i^ansini"'.  and  Kniiihts  Temjilar,  and  also  with  the 
Kniuhts  of  Honor  at  Howell.  In  his  political 
views  and  actions  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party  and  is  a  wide  aw.ake  and  ]iublic-si)iritcd  man. 
His  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  acies  is  well 
cultivated  and  in  a  very  productive  condition.  For 
nine  years  out  of  the  last  ten  he  has  served  as  Pres- 
iiU'iit  of  the  X'ilhine  Coiuicil  of  Welibcrvillc  and  is 
also  a  memiier  of  the  School  Board.  He  has  fre- 
(piently  been  a  deleuate  from  Leroy  Township  to 
the  State  and  county  conventions  of  the  Reijulili- 
can  jiartv  and  is  a  leader  of  thoui;lit  and  action  in 
that  pirty  as  well  as  in  social  life. 


iil-^-i^li 


'iT/OSKl'II  A.  lUSSKIJ.,  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers and  substantial  farmers  of  Cohoctah 
Township.  ]>ivinja:ston  County,  was  born  in 
_  the  town  of  Westmorehmd.  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  22.  IH2',).  His  worthy  parents  were 
.lohn  and  .lerusha  (Adams)  Russell.  The  "land- 
falher,  Nathaniel  Russell,  was  a  farmer  and  a 
native  of  Maine,  who  leared  five  sons  and  si.x 
dauyiiters,  of  whom  three  became  ])ioneer  settlers 
in  New  York.  Our  subject's  father  was  born  in 
Oxford  County.  Me.,  and  liecame  a  waii'on-niaker. 
While  still  a  youny'  man  he  came  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  he  married,  after  which  he    made   his   iiome 


in  Oneida  County,  whence  he  removed  to  Bi'idge- 
|)ort,  M.adison  County,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
.)uly.  I«t4. 

.John  Russell  rented  a  farm  in  Cohoctali  Town- 
ship for  four  \ears  .and  later  purchased  one  hund- 
red acres  on  section  27,  and  inoceedcd  to  improve 
it.      In  the  coui'se    of   his   life    lie    iiicrease<l    his  es- 


tate five  fold  and  at  tlie  time  of  his  death   left  a 

f;iiMi  of  one  hundred  aci'cs.  I'.olh  he  and  his  ydod 
wife  were  active  members  in  the  .Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  in  his  jiolitical  views  he  was  in 
accord  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  died  in 
.lune.  18')(),  being'  then  sixty  years  old.  Only  two 
children  were  born  to  this  worthy  coui)le,  and  the 
only  brother  of  our  subject  whose  name  was  .lud- 
son.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- two.  The  mother 
of  oui-  subject  was  born  in  iMadison  County.  N. 
v..  and  was  the  daughter  of  .loseph  and  JMai'v 
(Trusdell)  Adams,  natives  of  New  York,  who  had 
a  family  of  seven  children. 

The  district  school  furnished  all  the  education 
which  was  offered  to  Joseph  Russell,  and  although 
he  had  not  a  liberal  schooling  he  has  made  such 
use  of  the  avenues  of  information  open  to  all  that 
he  is  well-informed  on  general  topics.  He  has  had 
his  way  to  make  in  life  since  he  was  fifteen  years 
old,  wlieu  he  began  working  in  the  fisheries  at  Sagi- 
naw, beginning  work  at  eighteen  dollars  per 
month.  He  .assisted  in  clearing  and  purchasing 
the  farm  which  his  father  boughtan<l  he  now  owns 
five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  most  of  which  is  the 
result  of  his  own  and  his  father's  unriagging  in- 
du.'-trv.  He  IS  identified  with  the  order  of  ^lasonry 
in  which  he  is  a  jn'ominent  member. 

Joseph  Russell  was  married  in  October.  18r)7,  to 
Harriet  Fisher,  who  was  liorn  in  I^yons.  ( Oakland 
Connly,  Mich..  December  16.  lKI5H,and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Polly  (Buel)  Fisher,  of  Howell. 
Nine  cliildren  were  born  to  tliis  worthy  |)air, 
namely:  Albert,  Avho  died  in  infancy;  Burr,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  .Jennie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  months;  Frank  H.;  J^enna  A.,  who 
died  when  eighteen  ^ears  old;  Mollie  K.  and  i\[ag- 
gie  B.  (twins);  .Joanna,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Wheeler  A.  and  Minuie  ( ).  .Mollie  is  now  the  wife 
of  F'red  Chase.  F'or  many  years  oiu-  subject 
lias  been  Cl.ass-I^eader  in  the   Methodist  F^piscopal 

I    Cliurcli    and    his    wife    is    also    an    active    woi-ker 
therein. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'isher.  the  [)arents  of  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell, came  to  Michigan  from  New  York  about  lH;i."> 

:    .and  made  their  first  home  in  Oakland  County,  but 
came  to  Cohoctali  in  18  t;{.  where  tlie\   resided  until 

j    the  death  of    Mr.  I^'isher.      Tliey  had  four  sons  .and 
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four  daughters.  Henry  and  Joseph  served  in  the 
army  diirino;  the  Civil  W'nr  and  the  latter  was 
taken  pri-ioner  and  was  never  heard  of  aoain.  ]Mr. 
Russell  is  a  liberal  and  broad-minded  man.  a  "ooil 
citizen  and  neii^hbor.  and  he  inlierits  his  best 
qualities  IVoni  a  odod  old  family. 


YRON  li.  CAKl'KXTEH.  one  of  the  obi 
settlers  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  eame 
totliiseity  in  1854.  He  was  born  in  Cat- 
taraugus County,  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1h;?2, 
and  is  a  son  of  Seymour  and  Jane  (Blown)  Car- 
penter, the  father  being  a  native  of  New  Ham])shirc 
and  the  mother  of  'N'ermont.  Later  they  remf>vcil 
to  Orleans  County  where  tliey  livc<l  until  they 
came  West,  following  their  son  liere  in  18;)5.  They 
bought  properly  six  miles  south  of  Lansing,  which 
they  cleared  and  cultivated  and  here  made  their 
home  until  their  death,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
eighty -eight  and  tiie  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
They  left  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  our  sulijeet,  Henry  B.,  Dudley  G.,  James 
P..  f)livia  J.,  and  Mrs.  M.  McLaren,  of  Muskegon. 
Our  subject  finished  his  school  days  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  the  public  school  and  Albion 
Academy.  After  coming  West  he  carried  on  a  farm 
for  three  years  then  returned  to  New  York  and  stud- 
ied theology  with  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Cook,  of  Church- 
ville,  and  was  fellowshiped  at  the  Chautauqua 
Association  in  1860.  He  cast  his  vote  for  Abraham 
Jjincoln  for  President  of  the  I'niled  States  and  the 
next  day  removed  to  Bloom  field  where  he  took 
charge  of  his  first  i)arish  and  remained  until  18(12. 
when  he  returned  to  Lansing  and  L-hortly  after 
settled  at  Concord,  Jackson  County,  this  State, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
Barry  County,  where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  missionary  work.  After  this  he  again  sought 
secular  employment  going  into  the  abstract  otHce 
and  the  office  of  Registrar  of  Deeds  at  Hastings. 

Eight  months  later   Mr.  Carpenter  returned    to 
Lansing  and  entered  the  Auditor   (General's  office 


where  he  remained  as  clerk  until  December  31, 
18!l().  notwithstanding  all  tlic  changes  of  adminis- 
tration, lie  h.as  never  comi)letely  severed  his 
coniu'ction  with  the  ministry  but  now  only  attends 
funerals  and  discharges  ministerial  duties  on 
special  occasions.  When  he  first  came  here  he  found 
that  there  were  no  religions  .services  being  carried 
on  and  he  did  two  years'  fi'ce  work  and  re-organ- 
ized the  society  of  which  he  has  lieen  a  Trustee 
ever  since,  and  President  of  the  Board  most  of  the 
time. 

For  six  years  he  has  been  .an  Aldei-man  and  for 
lour  3"ears  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
He  belongs  to  the  Ma.sonic  order  and  was  at  one 
time  a  memlier  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  now 
belongs  to  the  Industrial  society.  Upon  March  2!(, 
18;') 7  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
T.  Cook,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Cook  of 
(  liurchville,  X.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  children, 
William  S..(;race  !..,  and  M.  Ilarrv. 


_^] 


^+^ 


"^ 


\\[^^  U(in  SWARTIlorT  is  one  of  the  most 
li  successful  farmers  in  Meridian  Township, 
Ingham  County.  He  owns  a  very  attr.ac- 
•))  five  and  productive  tract  on  sections  1  and 
2,  of  the  above  mentioned  township.  The  family 
of  which  Mr.  Swarthout  is  a  worthy  representative 
is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  great-grandfather  having 
come  from  Holland  in  an  early  day.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y..  Aiiril  11,  1829.  His  father,  AVilliam 
Swarthout,  was  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.. 
in  which  place  he  was  born  in  179(). 

When  Hugh  Swarthout  w.as  six  years  old  his 
father  moved  into  Clinton  County,  this  State,  and 
settled  in  ^'iclor  Townshii)  in  1837.  At  that  lime 
there  were  only  two  other  house*  in  the  county, 
the  families  being  those  of  Scott  and  Compau. 
the  first  named  gentleman  owning  the  land 
whereon  De Witt  is  now  located.  He  did  not  live 
here  long,  but  moved  into  another  township.  In 
1838  he  bought  a  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre 
tract  of  land  of  W^illiam  Thompson,  a    brother-in- 
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law  of  ex-Governor  Marcy,  of  New  York,  and  a 
former  neighbor  of  our  siilijcctV  CmIIht  in  tiic 
Empire  State.  This  traet  was  cU-art-d  up.  and  is 
now  one  of  tlie  most  valuahk'  farms  in  (  liuton 
t'oiinty.  The  old  uentlfiiian  died  in  his  ci^htN  - 
seeond  ^■ear.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  and 
uf  our  snhjeefs  mother  was  Betsy  Willett.  who 
was  horn  in  Penns\lvania  in  1  T'.KS.  Slir  died  in 
Clinton  County,  tiiis  State,  in  ISTf^. 

The  lirst  twenty-three  years  of  our  sulijcefs  life 
were  spent  at  home  in  doins>  farm  woik.  His  ed- 
iieation  was  gained  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
vicinity,  save  one  winter,  which  was  spent  in  the 
Owosso  school.  After  his  twenty-third  year  he 
bouoht  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
N'ictor  Township,  where  he  spent  fifteen  years, 
and  then  purchased  the  adjoining'  tract  in  Shia- 
wassee County,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  acres,  where  he  remained  until  1884. 
Mr.  Swarthont  was  married  .January  4.  18r)2,  to 
Miss  Maria  Johnson,  of  Shiawassee  County.  She 
was  a  teacher  before  her  mai-riage.  and  her  experi- 
ence in  this  direclioM.  covering  several  years,  was 
most  haiipy.  She  not  only  gained  the  love  of  lier 
pupils,  liut  was  a  fine  disciplinarian,  and  had  the 
faculty  of  arousing  the  perceptions  of  her  pupils. 
Four  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife.  They  are  Sarali.  who  was  born  JMarch  Hi. 
1854;  she  is  still  ;it  home:  Carrie.  l)orn  March  2'.(. 
18(53,  was  a  student  at  the  Lansing  High  School 
for  one  year,  and  is  now  eng.aged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
store  in  Laingsburg;  William  !>.,  Iiorn  Xovemlier 
29,  18t)5,  married  Clara  North,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Arthur  North;  lie  is  a  farmer  and  merchant  in 
S'luth  Dakota;  I'lclle.  born  April  27.  18(17.  is  still 
at  home;  she  received  her  education  at  Laiugsbuig 
and  at  the  State  Normal  at  Vpsilanti.  ^Irs. 
Swarthout  died  in  1m7o.  and  her  family  will  never 
cease  to  feel  the  void  left  by  her  decease.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Kiiiscopal 
Church,  and  are  attendants  at  Okemos. 

Politically,  Mr.  Swarthout  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  n^it,  however,  so  wedded  to  [mrty  but  that  he 
believes  the  "best  man  "  is  the  one  for  local  ollice. 
AVhile  living  in  Clinton  County  he  was  Highway 
Commissioner  of  his  townshii),  and  Director  of  his 
school    district    for    twenty   years.     Our   sultject's 


grandfnther.  lvnli)h  Swarthont,  was  a  native  of 
(  )r:uigc  Ciiiinty.  N.  \.  ^\'llell  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  he  entered  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Hevolulion.  and  was  engaged  in  a  military  way 
for  two  y<'ars.  He  served  as  teamster  in  Washing- 
ton's army,  and  one  winter  lie  took  several  of  the 
(ieneral's  horses  to  his  New  York  home  and  cared 
for  them  until  the  next  s|ii'inL;-.  The  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  farmer  of  more  than  average 
intelligence,  and  his  family  is  numbered  among 
the  best  in  ^leridian. 


^>^^<i 


@i=^ 


ROF.  WILLIAM  F.  Dl  HAND  was  born  in 
Beacon  Falls,  Conn.,  March  5,  1859.  His 
father.  William  L.  Durand,  was  a  native  of 
Derby,  Conn.,  and  was  born  in  1814,  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Miss  Huth  Coe,  a  native 
of  Bethany,  Conn.,  and  there  born  in  18 KJ.  Prof. 
Durand  lielongs  to  a  family  whose  calling  has  been 
for  many  years  that  of  an  agriculturist,  his  father 
liaving  been  a  farmer,  as  was  also  his  grandfather, 
David  Durand.  One  who  has  been  to  France  will 
not  fail  to  recognize  the  French  origin  of  the  fam- 
ily from  its  name,  which  is  very  freipiently  met 
with  in  that  country,  and,  indeed,  some  live  or  six 
generati(nis  ago  a  number  of  the  Durand  family 
came  from  "I.;!  Belle  France,"  one  branch  settlnig 
in  C<]nnecticut.  from  which  sprang  the  subject  of 
(Uir  sketch. 

'I'he  original  of  our  sketch  removed  to  Derb3', 
Conn.,  when  one  year  old  and  there  lived  until  he 
ivas  seventeen  years  of  age,  attending  the  district 
scliool  until  he  w;is  fourteen  years  of  age  and  then 
entering  the  Birmingham  High  School,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  After  that  he  entered  the 
I'nited  States  Naval  .\cademy  at  Annapolis,  'Sid., 
entering  the  Academy  after  a  rigid  examination. 
Remaining  in  this  institution  for  four  years,  he 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1880,  No.  2  in  his  class, 
and  almost  immediately  afterward  went  on  a  three 
years'  cruise  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  Central 
American  waters,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
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ordei'.ed  to  duty  in  the  Engineering  Bureau  of  the 
Navy  Dei)artinent,  where  he  spent  three   months. 

After  completing  the  requirements  of  the  eom- 
mission  above  mentioned,  our  subject  was  ordered 
to  Lafayette  College,  Pa.,  on  special  duty  as  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Steam  Engineer- 
ing. He  was  retained  in  this  capacity  foi-  a  period 
of  two  years.  Wliile  at  this  institute  he  took  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  I'hilosophy,  having  pursued  a 
course  of  study  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties.  The  sul)ject  of  his  thesis  was 
"(Graphical  Methods  of  Treating  the  Matiiematical 
Theory  of  Light."  He  was  soon  after  ordered  to 
special  duty  at  the  Morgan  Iron  Works  for  con- 
structing engines  for  naval  sliips.  Tliis  experience 
lasted  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  was  again  ordered  to  sea  on  a  cruise  of  a  year's 
duration. 

At  the  teruiiualion  of  tlie  last-meiitioued  cruise 
Prof.  Diu'aiid  was  ordered  to  si)ecial  duty  at  the 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  there  being  Assistant  Professor  of  Mechanics 
and  Engineering.  He  was  at  Worcester  for  three 
months  and  was  then  offered  the  position  of  Pro- 
lessor  of  Mechanics  and  Superintendent  of  Shops 
in  the  Micliigan  Agricultural  College,  located  at 
Lansing.  This  he  accepted  and  resigned  liis  posi- 
tion in  the  Navy. 

Our  sul)ject  was  ver_\'  hM]i|iily  married  t)clol)cr 
2;i,  18«;?,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Kneen,  of  Shelton, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Kneen,  a  manufac- 
turer in  that  place.  From  this  union  one  child  has 
been  liorn.  Wilham  L.  Durand,  Jr..  a  bright  lad  now 
six  ye.irs  old.  Prof.  Durand  has  been  connected 
with  tlie  Michigan  Agricultural  College  for  four 
years.  1  )uring  this  time  his  department  has  attained 
an  enviable  position.  The  i)rosperity  of  the  de- 
partment is  all  that  could  be  desired  and  it  is  now 
the  cause  of  deep  regret  among  the  students  and 
friends  of  the  college  that  the  institution  is  to  lose 
his  further  service.  He  has  liut  lately  resigned  in 
order  to  accept  a  more  desirable  position  at  Cornell 
University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  as  Professor  of  Marine 
Engineering  and  Naval  Architecture, and  will  take 
up  iiis  new  duties  during  the  coming  fall. 

A  thoroughly  practical  man,  an  enthusiastic 
teacher  and  worker,  a  perfect  gentleman  in  all  his 


relations,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Prof.  Durand  has 
become  so  popular  with  the  students  and  graduates 
of  the  college.  He  has  contributed  frequently  to 
the  best  class  of  technical  and  scientitic  journals, 
and  as  he  possesses  superior  talents  in  his  chosen 
Held  of  labor,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  scientific 
world  will  hear  more  of  him  in  the  future.  He  has 
the  best  wishes  of  his  friends  and  students  in' going 
to  the  new  i)osition  which  lie  has  acce])ted. 


N 


*  PIIKAIM  .1.  HARDY.  The  Green  Mountain 
State  has  always  been  noted  for  turning  out 
/- — ■-<  splendid  specimens  of  men,  men  whose 
hardy,  i)hysical  characteristics  correspond  to  their 
sterling  worth,  patient  industry  and  keen  insight 
into  business.  Sucli  men  have  proved  of  greatest 
value  in  the  enterprises  of  the  newer  States,  where 
they  were  sorely  needed,  and  where  tlieir  work  and 
their  characters  have  p\ished  forward  wonderfully 
the  development  of  these  more  modern  common- 
wealths. 

Among  these  sons  <)f  N'eriiiont  we  may  mention 
Mr.  Hardy,  whose  beautiful  home  is  located  on  sec- 
tions 23  and  26,  Osceola  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  whose  birth  took  place  in  Sudbury, 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  April  2,  1817.  His  father. 
Kphraim  Hardy,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  removed  when 
a  young  man  lo  ^'ermont  and  was  there  united  in 
marriage,  in  1807,  with  Clarissa  Jennings,  a  native 
of  Rutland  County.  This  lady  had  been  left  an 
orphan  when  a  little  child  and  had  her  training 
and  education  under  the  kind  hand  of  an  uncle, 
Ira  Jennings.  The  first  married  home  of  this 
couple  was  in  Sudbury  Township.  Rutland  County, 
and  there  they  remained  until  1835,  when  they 
made  Michigan  their  final  home,  locating  in  Oce- 
ola  Township,  this  county.  In  1838  the  father 
passed  from  earth  upon  the  place  where  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  He  was  a  strong  anti-Mason 
after  the  scandal  connected  with  the  disai)pearaiice 
of  Mr.  Morgan.  Two  daughters  and  four  sons 
made  up  the  number  of  his  children,  of  whom  our 
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subject  is  the  only  one  now  liNinir.  and  :ill  luit  one 
are  biined  in  tlie  Oeeola  ci-inetery.  Tlie  family  is 
of  English  descent. 

Having  been  reared  in  his  father's  lionie.  he  re- 
ceived lii.s  early  education  in  Sudbury  ToHiisiiiii. 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  remained  at  lionu'  until 
ligliteen  years  of  age,  assisting  in  clearing  u|i  the 
place.  He  came  with  his  father  to  Michigan  in 
l(S;i;j  and  helped  to  cut  the  logs  and  erect  them 
into  a  log  house  for  the  family.  This  residence, 
which  measured  only  18x24  feet  on  the  ground, 
was  considered  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  town- 
ship, as  there  were  then  l)ut  three  families  residing 
within  its  lioun  ds. 

Mr.  Hardy  has  been  three  times  nianied,  his  tirst 
union  being  with  Harriet  Haines  and  the  day  of 
their  marriage  being  December  22,  1841.  She  was 
the  moth(!r  of  seven  children,  of  whom  only  two 
are  now  living,  the  eldest  being  Ephraim  AYilsou, 
who  was  born  in  Oceola  Township,  February  20, 
1848.  and  is  now  in  partnership  with  his  father 
uiion  the  farm  and  serving  as  Supervisor  of  the 
Township.  He  married  in  ^larch,  1870,  Alta  Crit- 
tenden and  their  four  children  are:  Hoyal  ('.,  How- 
ard E.,  Lena  B.  and  A'elna  A.;  the  other  child  of 
this  marriage  is  Clarissa,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Kelley,  residing  in  I^iviugston  County.  Her 
mother  passed  from  earth  in  1859. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with  Re- 
l)ecca  Haines,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Hardy's  brother. 
.She  died  .January  25.  187(i,  and  Mr.  Hardy  was 
again  married  in  1878  to  Mrs.  Esther  P.  Murray, 
widow  of  James  P.  Murray.  Her  married  life  ex- 
tended over  ten  years,  as  she  died  March  1 1,  1888. 
After  Mr.  Hardy's  first  marriage  he  made  his  home 
in  a  little  log  house  which  stood  acr<:)ss  tlie  road 
from  his  present  residence.  >Vt  one  time  he  owned 
nearly  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Oceola 
Township,  but  he  has  divided  up  much  of  it  among 
his  children.  He  and  his  son  now  ha\e  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  acres  of  finely  improved  land, 
comprising  a  stock-farm  wliich  is  known  as  the  Fair- 
view  Stock  Farm.  Upon  this  place  there  are  eleven 
hay  and  grain  barns,  besides  tool-houses,  stock 
barns  and  all  things  necessary  to  making  up  a  tirst- 
class  farm. 

It  was  in  1838  that  ^Ir.  Hardy  licgaii  dcaliug    in 


and  feeding  fine  wool  shee|),  beginning  with  a  lu'id 
of  the  best  grade  of  sheep  obtainable  at  that  time. 
With  very  little  exception  he  has  bred  nothing  but 
the  Spanish  .Merinoes  and  some  times  has  as  many 
as  .seven  hundred  in  his  flock.  IVemiums  have  of- 
ten been  awarded  to  his  sliee()  where\er  they  are 
exhibited.  In  1871  he  began  dealing  in  .Shorthorn 
cattle  and  has  some  veiy  line  specimens  upon  his 
(ilace. 

.Since  l.s.il  this  gentleman  has  been  a  stanch 
l\ei)ul)lican  and  has  held  orlices  in  both  lown.sliip 
and  county.  In  18G1  he  w.<is  api)C)inted  Postmas- 
ter at  Oceola  Centei-,  which  oIKce  he  iield  for 
twenty-six  and  c>ne-lialf  years.  For  many  years  he 
was  Commissioner  of  Highways  and  assisted  in  lay- 
ing out  most  of  the  roads  in  this  township.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Livingston  County  Agricultural  .Society,  and  for 
many  years  was  President  of  the  same.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Livingston  County 
JIulual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  for  eight 
\'ears  was  its  I'resident.  His  long  residence  in  the 
conuty  has  brought  him  prominently  into  connec- 
tion with  every  movement  whi<h  has  proved  of 
value  to  the  people  of  this  regitui,  and  as  his 
father's  house  was  one  of  the  tirst  ei'ected  in  the 
towiisliip,  his  acquaintance  with  the  people  is  a  broad 
one  and  has  existed  for  man\'  years. 


^^ 


ANH-:L  U.  .SHERMAN,  M.  D.  is  one  of  the 
<ji  prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  where  he  has 
practiced  since  April  15,  1880,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  popular  practiti<mers  in  the  citv. 
Having  all  he  could  do  with  oftice  practice  in  the 
beginning  of  1889,  he  ceased  riding  and  nowpat- 
tends  only  to  those  i)atients  who  come  to  him.  His 
oHice  is  located  in  the  jirinciiial  p.art  of  the  business 
portion  of  the  cit)-,  at  105  Ottawa  Street,  where  he 
has  been  for  nine  years.  His  residence  is  located 
at  312  .Seymour  Street,  and  is  a  place  worthy  of  its 
location,  w  liicli  is  in  the  finest  part  of  the  city.  Dr. 
Shi'rm.-in  w;is  born  in  A\'ayiie  County,   N.    Y.,   .lulv 
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28,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Gilbert  and  Hannah  M. 
(Rowley)  Slu'rniMii.  \\'licii  tlicirson  was  hut  seven 
years  old,  the  parents  removed  to  >>'o)ile  County. 
Indiana.  The  fatlier  was  a  farmer  and  niillwriijht 
by  trade  and  was  so  oeeui)ied  in  Indiana.  ()ur 
suliject  there  received  his  literary  education,  and 
wlien  a  mere  l)oy  in  years,  enlisted  in  tlie  First 
Illinois  Artillery  in  the  War  of  the  Reliellidn.  Ilis 
enlistment  was  made  November  8,  18(il,  ;it  Ft.  Holt. 
Ky.,and  he  was  sent  to  join  the  army  of  the  Cnmlier- 
land,  which  was  at  that  time  stationed  at  Ft.  lleni'v, 
where  he,  with  his  rejiiinent  was  engayed  in  battle, 
also  at  Ft.  Donaldson,  and  was  surrounded  by  the 
terrible  carnao'e  of  battle  at  Shiloh.  Corinth,  N'icks- 
burg  and  Atlanta,  names  that  are  all  synon_ymous 
with  that  which  is  most  terrible  in  w.arfare.  He 
was  al.so  present  at  the  seige  of  Atlanta. 

Discharged  at  the  expiration  of  his  time,  having 
served  for  three  years.  Mr.  Sherman  returned  to 
\oble  County,  where  his  parents  still  li\'ed.  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  181)7  tlie  parents  accom- 
panied our  subject  to  Lawrence  County,  Mo.,  where 
the  young  man  engaged  in  nulling.  Here  the 
mother  died.  The  father  still  lives,  his  residence 
being  in  CVildwater,  iMich.  He  has  attained  the 
almost  ])atriarcliial  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
Our  siibject  successfully  jiursued  the  calling  of  mill- 
ing until  1871,  when  he  sold  outand  wentto  Cold- 
water,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  m  the  grocery 
business  for  one  year.  In  IX")'.).  he  built  what  is 
known  as  the  Brutus  House,  midway  between 
Pelosicey  and  Sheboygan,  and  established  thepost- 
oftice  at  Brutus,  lieing  ai)pointed  the  first  Post- 
master of  that  place,  his  installation  taking  i)lace 
under  President  Hayes,  and  this  position  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  as  long  as  he  remained  there.  He 
also  liuilt  the  mill  at  Constantine  in  1871!  for  Lantz 
Brown. 

Dr.  Sherman  had  early  acquired  a  [jrcdilection 
for  the  ]>rofession  of  medicine  and  during  the 
years  in  wdiich  he  was  actively  engaged  in  business 
life,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  his  resolution  to  some 
day  be  a  physician  and  was  constantly  engaged  in 
the  reading  of  medical  works,  .so  that  he  had  a  verv 
good  knowledge  of  his  profession,  even  before  tak- 
ing the  college  ccnirse.  He  went  to  Chicago  to  he- 
gin  his  practice,  opennig   an    olHce   at    170   State 


Street,  shortly  afterward  commencing  to  attend 
lectures  at  the  Bennett  jNIedical  College.  He  i)ur- 
sued  his  coiu-se  to  such  purpose  that  he  graduated 
with  honors  in  the  class  of  188(1,  and  then  returned 
to  this  city  to  pursue  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Our  subject  was  lirst  married  in  Noble  County. 
Ind.  to  Sarah  Koontz,  of  Kendallville.  Ind.  At  hci- 
death  she  left  three  cliildren  to  mourn  their  nnitlier- 
less  state,  .lulia  is  now  the  wife  of  ( Jeorge  ISarnes. 
(iilhert  L.  is  a  student  at  Worcester,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  preiwring  for  the  ministry.  Franklin  .1.  is 
occupied  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery.  Dr.  Sherman  was 
a  second  time  married,  his  bride  lieing  Emily  .1. 
Currier,  of  Coldwater.  With  her  he  lived  most 
happily,  she  adding  to  his  domestic  life  all  that  he 
finds  wanting  in  his  professional  career.  Socially 
our  subject  has  many  dcm.-inds  u|ion  his  time.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Inde|iendent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, belongs  to  the  Gr.-ind  Army  of  the  Re|iuhlic. 
.■ind  is  a.  Kniglil  of  L.'dior.  in  which  he  w.as  a  Mas- 
ter Workman.  In  the  lirst  named  order  he  was  the 
first  Noble  (irand  of  Uronson  and  also  Petoskey 
]x)dge.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  State  Eclec- 
tic ^Medical  Society,  and  is  a  broad  and  pi'ogressive 
man  in  his  theories  regarding  the  healing  art. 


^^l^-^^s^l 


IFl'S  .1.  NflAL.  a  farmi'r  of  Leroy  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County, is  a  native  of  On<rn- 
•^  \\l  daga  County.  N.  Y..and  was  born  February 
'\@)  13,  182.').  He  IS  a  son  of  .James  and  F'annie 
(Cogswell)  Neal,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  and  early  engaged  in  farming,  A 
common-school  education  was  all  that  was  granted 
him  and  he  is  mainly  self  educated.  His  first  mar- 
riage took  jilace  October  17,  1844,  in  New  York, 
his  bride  being  Dorpha  Brownell.  Four  of  his 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Kufus  M.;  Mary, 
!Mrs.  Gorsline;  Augusta,  deceased;  Betsey,  wife  of 
Hiram  Rix.  .Jr.;  and  F" ranees,  Mrs.  Crandall.  After 
the  death  of  their  mother  our  subject  was  married, 
.January  "2,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Wade,  of  Gratiot 
County,  this  State, 

Mr.  Neal  emigrated  in  18.52  to  Ingham  County, 
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Mich..  Mini  lliere  settled  in  Leroy  Tdwiisliip.  lie 
I'uli.'-tt'il  August  20,  1«(J2.  in  C'<inii)auy  K,  Scveiitli 
^lieliiiiiin  C'nvalrv.  Iieinsi'  luifler  the  coniniand  of 
(ien.  C'lister.  lie  ntw  the  smoke  of  battle  in  the 
contliets  of  (iettvshurg,  the  Wilderness.  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court  House.  Harper's  Fenv  and  Five  Points, 
and  was  present  at  the  surremler  of  (u-n.  Lee. 
After  receivino;  his  honorable  diseharye  December 
1."),  186;'),  he  returned  to  Mieli  "an  and  soon  set- 
lied  (in  the  farm  u|Min  which  he  no\vlive>  in  Lero\' 
Township,  where  he  owns  eiiihty  acres  of  laud. 

This  piiblic-s|)irited  tjentleman  has  .served  as 
Treasurer  of  Leroy  Townsliip  for  two  years  and  is 
a  l{e|iublicau  in  i)olitic.s.  His  war  i-ecord  entitles 
him  to  receive  a  pension  and  the  (ioverument  pavs 
him  $8  per  month.  After  Leo's  surrender  he  was 
one  of  those  who  were  sent  to  the  Kocky  ^Mountain 
reijion  and  did  some  des|)erate  fiu'litiui;-  with  the 
Indians  in  COInrado.  His  record,  both  ci\il  and 
military  is,  replete  with  lionui-.  and  his  success  is 
well  deserved. 


-'n 


TOHN  HIMMKLBEIKJER  is  a  fanuer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  on  section  o,  Delhi 
Townsliip,  Ingham  County,  where  ho  owns 
one  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  He  works 
altogether  aliout  two  hundred  acres,  part  of  which 
is  in  another  township.  Mr.  Himmelberger  was 
■  boin  in  I'eun.sylvania.  February  1,  18.50.  He  is  a 
.son  of  Moses  and  Kebecca  (Clapp)  Himmellierger, 
natives  of  lierks  County,  Pa.  When  oiu'  subject 
was  about  five  years  old  his  (larents  removed  to 
Champaign  County,  Ohio,  and  there  lived  for 
about  four  years.  Tlience  they  removed  to  .San- 
du.sky  County,  same  .State,  and  then  removed  to 
JHchigan  in  18(i(),  [lurchasing  the  land  whereon 
our  subject  now  lives.  He  was  then  about  sixteen 
years  (jf  age. 

Mr.  Himmelberger  was  debarred  the  privileges 
of  Sv'hool  advantages  after  coming  to  Michigan, 
but  had  alre;uly  laid  tiie  foundation  of  a  good  ed- 
ucation, to  which  he  has  added  liv  systematic  read- 


ing since.  He  was  married  December  "i."),  1871,  to 
-Miss  >Laria  Wiegman,  a  daughtei'  of  Henry  and 
Margaret  (l)iehl)  Wiegman,  natives  of  (u-rmany. 
Our  subject's  wife  w.as  liorn  .lannary  2.'),  18."il(.  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  Her  i)arents,  who  reside  near  her 
came  to  Michigan  in  18(;4.  They  now  live  on 
sections  il  and  4.  where  the  father  purchasi'd  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

After  ;Mr.  Hiininellierger's  marriage  the  couple 
lived  in  Alaiedon  Townshi|),  .some  sixteen  years 
and  there  his  children,  five  in  number,  were  all 
born.  They  are  by  name  Emanuel  .1.,  born  .lan- 
uary  24,  1872;  William  A.,  November  12.  187;>; 
J\Lai\\'  A.,  February  25,  1880;  Bertha  A.,  January 
27,  188:},  and  Levi  II..  .Tanuary  li),  1888.  Our 
suliject  lias  thu.-  far  given  his  children  good  edu- 
cational advantages  and  intends  to  give  to  each  as 
much  as  he  or  she  will  take. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  following.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Hor- 
ace (ireeley.  He  has  been  Ilighw.av  Commissioner 
and  Treasurer  in  Alaiedon  Township  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  in  his  present  location,  he  has  been 
Supervisor,  first  liy  appointment  and  then  by  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Himmelberger 's  land  is  all  in  a  state  of  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  He  is  an  active,  wide-awake 
citizen  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  iiiembers  of 
the  ^Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
Steward.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
development  of  the  best  features  of  the  commu- 
nitv. 


^••^♦•t^ 


^ ; 


*>'i"J"-J''^ 


'•5--5-5-5-F 


,TPSy':V.  WINFIELI)  S.  SLY  is  the  founder 
'IL>^  and  general  manager  of  the  Hocky  lieacli 
:-L-  V  Benevolent  Association,  whicli  institutic.m 
'^^1  was  organized  for  the  pur|io,se  of  rescuing 
and  placing  orphaned  and  indigent  children  in 
private  iKunes.  This  .society  was  inciir[)oiated 
iiiider  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1888, 
with  our  subject,  a  resident  of  Lansing,  Jlich.,  .as 
President.  Dr.  .Slenon,  of  .Tack.son,  was  Vice- 
President,  and  W.  IS.  Moore,  also  of  .T.ackscm,  sec- 
ond   Vice-Presitlent.       Its     Secretarv.    ilv.    .1.    W. 
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Graham,  is  also  a  resident  of  this  city.     Its  Treas- 
uri-r,  !Mr.  E.  !>.  (ariier.  too  hves  in  l>aiisiiiL;'. 

The  Association  of  wliioh  our  Mibje'ct  is  Presi- 
dent is  siijiported  by  free-will  offering's,  the  ehil- 
dren  being  maintained  in  |)ri\:ite  homes  in  Lansing 
until  })erraanent  homes  are  secured  for  them. 
Buildings  are  lieing  erected  at  the  present  time  on 
gnnnid  deeded  the  Association,  and  wliich  are  lo- 
cated on  the  south  shore  of  Jjittle  Traverse  Itay. 
Children  fourteen  \'ears  old  or  under  are  taken  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Association,  and  so  large  has  the 
work  become  that  they  now  have  thirty  or  forty 
applications  for  children  in  excess  of  tho.se  tiiat 
are  on  hand.  There  i-*  a  local  Superintendent  and 
Advisory  Hoard  in  every  rural  school  district  and 
in  every  ward  of  large  cities  and  in  each  town 
and  village  who  receive  or  collect  supplies  .Mnd 
money  and  ascertain  what  homes  or  families  de- 
sire to  adopt  children,  the  report  being  made  to 
the  (Teneral  Manager.  The  institution  is  design- 
edly religious  but  not  sectari;in. 

The  Benevolent  Association  has  received  the 
greatest  encouragement  in  having  offers  of  homes 
from  the  best  and  most  moral  class  of  i)eoi)le.  Es- 
(lecial  attention  is  given  to  the  class  of  applicants 
;uid  to  the  homes  in  which  the  children  are  placed. 
The  scoi)e  of  the  work  is  not  limited  to  the  State, 
the  .Association  having  offerings  and  a})plications 
from  almost  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Un- 
ion and  also  from  Canada  and  Mexico. 

The  organ  of  the  association  is  Tin-  < >rji/i<i/i's 
Voice.  It  is  a  fc)lio  magazine  published  monlldy 
and  has  at  the  present  time  a  circulation  of  ten 
thousand.  It  is  edited  by  the  Hev.  A\^  S.  Sly,  who.se 
heart  is  thoroughly  in  his  work.  Mr.  Sly  was  born 
in  Lockport,  111.,  August  21.  1M48.  He  is  the  son 
of  .Senator  Sly.  lie  received  his  education  at  the 
Northwestern  University  and  -^tmlied  at  the  (iar- 
rett  Biblical  Institute,  lie  was  ordained  in  18G!I. 
his  first  charge  being  at  Kinmundy.  lie  also 
served  as  past(»r  at  Alton.  Jackson  and  Lansing. 
His  attention  is  now  exclusively  occupied  in 
evangelistic  work  and  in  the  ori)han's  mission. 

Our  subject  enlisted  wlien  fifteen  years  of  age 
111  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-.'^econd 
illinois  Infantry.  He  was  sent  to  the  front  and 
joined  llie    Army    of    the    Cumberland,    being  as- 


signed to  garrison  duty  in  Tennessee.  He  re- 
mained with  the  army  until  the  clo.-ie  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Sly  married  Miss  Maggie  W.  Woolworth,  an 
orphan  child,  who  was  adopted  from  the  Aiiieri- 
cnn  Female  (iuardian  Society  of  New  York  City 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paris  Woolworth  of  I'laiiifield, 
111.  She  was  reared  by  them  as  their  own  and 
from  her  our  sul)ject  received  the  first  stimulus  to 
tlie  work  in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  and  she  has 
been  his  able  assistant.  They  have  one  dauglitei', 
Fauii\-  A\'..  who  is  now  twelve  \ears  old. 


m 


I  XMKS  LASIIKIJ.  Among  the  enterprising 
young  farmers  of  Howell  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  we  are  [ileased  to  present 
a  brief  record  of  the  life  of  James  Lasher, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  Em|)ire  State,  as  he  was  born 
.lul\  111,  1  Mod.  in  Bensselaer  County.  His  iinmedi- 
ate  progenitors  were  John  and  Maria  (LatJrange) 
Lasher,  both  of  them  New  Yorkers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in  the 
East  and  after  he  came  to  Michigan  in  l.S."),S  made 
his  home  ui)on  the  farm  where  his  son  now  resides 
and  during  his  lifetime  worked  it  on  shares.  He 
liassed  away  January  u.  ISGl,  and  his  benaved 
helpmate  survived  him  many  years,  passing  to  her 
reward  January  24.  If<lt0. 

The  jiaternal  grandparent  of  James  Lasher  liore 
the  name  of  John  and  was  a  farmer  liy  occupation 
in  New  York,  where  he  passed  his  whole  life.  He 
had  a  numerous  family  whom  he  trained  up  to 
habits  of  industry,  and  into  whose  minds  he  instilled 
the  jn-inciples  of  integrity  and  devotion  to  duty 
which  had  guided  him  through  life.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  .lames  La(iraiige,  was  also  a  New 
York  fanner  and  like  the  ancestor  on  the  other 
side,  had  a  large  and  lloui  ishing  family.  ( )f  the 
eight  children  who  weie  granted  to  the  [tarents  of 
our  subject,  five  are  now-  living,  namely:  Charles, 
Mary,  (Mrs.  Fields).  Elizabeth  (Mr.s.  Holt).  Lottie 
(Mrs.  Heynolds),  and  our  snliject.  The  declarations 
of  the  Republican  i)arty  emliody  the  political  views 
of  Mr. -lolin  Lasher,  and  in  the  |)rogressof  his  party 
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he  was  truly  iiitert^tert  nltliouuli  lie  devoted  little 
lime  t<i  )>iililic  affairs.  lie  was.  liowevei-.  aetivc  in 
chiiieli  work,  being  Sii])ei-intendent  of  the  Sunday- 
seliool  and  t'lass-Leader  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Chnreli  of  which  he  and  his  wife  were  members. 

The  free  and  hapjn'  life  of  a  farmer's  boy  was 
granted  to  James  Lasher  in  his  caily  years,  and  he 
received  thorough  drill  in  the  duties  which  belonged 
to  that  walk  of  life.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  Howell  Township,  and  he 
availed  himself  well  of  the  op})ortunities  there 
afforded  and  thus  secured  a  good  common  sense 
foundation  for  future  usefulness.  He  remained  at 
home  until  .after  liis  father's  death  and  was  married 
in  1881  to  Miss  C'clicia  Hand,  daughter  of  .Terome 
AV.  aud  Elma  (Coonradt)  Hand,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  ^'ew  York.  Further  details  in  regard 
to  the  family  history  of  Mrs.  J^asher's  parents  will 
be  found  iu  the  sketch  of  Jerome  W.  Hand  upon 
another  page  of  this  volume. 

Three  lovely  children  have  blessed  this  union. 
Orel,  Claud  and  Neva.  A  fine  farm  of  one  hini- 
dred  and  forty  acres  employs  the  efforts  and  enter- 
prise of  i\Ir.  Lasher,  and  he  devotes  much  attention 
to  fine  grade  cattle,  especially  horses  and  sheep. 
He  has  a  fine  orchard,  and  excellent  buildings  adorn 
his  farm.  He  is  considered  a  leading  member  of 
the  Kepul>lican  party  in  his  neighborhood  and  is 
in  every  way  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  ]irominent 
farmers  of  Howell  Township. 


^r^^^^^/^Tit^  *^      **  ^;tf..Ja^^'*^r.>' 


HEXRV  MOORKS  is  one  of  the  prominent 
older  residents  of  the  city  of  Lansing, 
having  located  here  in  July.  186.").  His 
parents,  Roliert  Baxter  and  Caroline  (Ball) 
Moores,  were  natives  of  Newark.  N.  J.,  where  they 
were  married  in  1831,  and  two  years  later  removed 
to  a  farm  near  Croton,  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April  2, 
1846,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven  children. 
His  father  died  in  1848.  but  the  mother  lived  to 
enjoy  her  children's  society  until  .l.inuaiy  1.  IH'.il, 
d^  ing  at  the  age  of  eightv-seven  years. 


When  but  sixteen  years  old  Henry  commenced 
work  for  himself  by  hiring  out  as  a  farm  hand. 
This  he  continued  for  four  years,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  to  take  advantage  of  the  course  of  study 
offered  by  the  Agricultural  College.  At  the  close 
of  his  Sophomore  year  he  left  college, and  engaged 
iu  market  gardening  on  a  piece  of  land  iu  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city.  Two  years  later,  iu  1871, 
deciding  that  gardening  was  not  his  foi'te,  he  en- 
gaged with  Charles  W.  Butler  in  the  real  estate 
business.  He  soon,  however,  branched  off  for 
himself,  and  selecting  pine  timber  as  offering  the 
best  returns  for  labor  aud  capital  invested,  he  soon 
became  one  of  the  best  known  i)ine  dealers  of  the 
State.  In  1881  he  established  the  vill.age  of 
Moorestown  in  Missaukee  Couuty,  this  State.  He 
built  a  railroad  iifteen  miles  in  length,. and  engaged 
extensively"  iu  logging  his  timber  in  that  region, 
Qoating  his  logs  do\vn  the  river  aud  having  them 
manufactured  into  lumber  at  Muskegon.  He  sold 
out  his  logging  operations  in  1885  in  order  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  increasing  interests  in  the  city. 
"Sir.  Moores  was  one  of  the  original  five  stock- 
holders of  the  Lansing  AVheelbarrt)w  Compan}-, 
and  at  the  close  of  its  second  year  became  its  pres- 
ident, which  position  he  still  holds.  This  is  one 
of  the  strong  and  successful  institutions  of  the 
city,  aud  owes  much  of  its  success  to  his  guiding 
hand.  He  has  done  much  toward  the  uiibuilding 
of  the  city,  having  built  m.any  tasty  homes  iu 
various  locations  during  the  last  eight  years,  his 
houses  l>eing  noted  foi-  the  best  (lualitv  of  material 
and  completeness  of  detail  in  their  interior  ar- 
rangements. The  home  occupied  li\'  himself,  at 
the  corner  of  Allegan  aud  Townseud  .Streets,  was 
built  in  1886,  aud  is  still  admitted  to  be  the 
handsomest  wooden  residence  in  the  city,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Plymouth  Congregatioiml  Church, 
which  he  served  for  man}  years  as  Chairman  of 
its  Board  of  Trustees,  and  is  one  of  its  bol  known 
and  active  supporters. 

Ml.  Aloores'  first  marriage  look  place  at  Con- 
cord. Mich..  December  17.  187:5.  to  Sar.ah  Lois 
Stevens,  who  died  in  March.  1886,  leaving  one 
daughter — jNIiss  Josephine  V.  In  April,  1877,  he 
married  liis  present  wife.  Mr.-.  S.  Frances  Cood- 
man.  at  Oak  I'.'irk.  111.      Since     l.s,S7    his    alteiiti(m 
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has  been  given  largely  to  the  yellow  pine  lands  of 
the  South,  selecting  southeastern  Mississippi  as  his 
field  of  oijer.ations.  He  has  become  interested  in 
many  tliousand  acres,  and  is  enthusiastic  as  to  tiic 
t)ulc<>mf  <if  investments  made  in  that  State. 


IKHC'K  SLIC'KI-:H.  It  has  often  been  noted 
that  the  chihlreii  of  our  UerniMn-Anieri- 
can  citizens  have  more  than  ordin;u\ 
(fualities  of  industry,  enteriirise  and  ability 
to  succeed  in  life,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
fact  that  ti'aits  inhciitcd  tlirc.iuiih  generations  of 
quiet,  persistent  energy  have  lieen  liroadened  and 
awakened  by  the  breadth  and  fullness  and  stir  of 
American  life,  ^^'hatever  the  tlicors'.  the  fact 
remains  tliat  we  find  in  this  class  sonie  of  our  most 
worthy  and  desiral)lc  citizens. 

The  city  of  Detroit  was  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject  August  10,  IKtjl.and  his  parents  Lewis  and 
Theresa  (Trollman)  Slicker  weie  natives  of  Ba- 
varia, (Germany,  where  the  father  was  a  tailor  liv 
trade.  He  came  to  tlie  Fnited  States  about  the 
year  1859,  and  made  his  jjermanent  home  in 
Detroit,  where  he  still  resides  and  is  active  in  his 
trade.  To  this  couple  had  lieen  born  six  childicn, 
naniel\':  Pierce,  Charles,  Therese,  Charles.  ^larv 
and  Merry.  The  first  Charles  and  the  daut»liter 
]\Iar\'  have  both  passed  across  the  dark  river,  and 
their  mother  was  called  from  earth  in  1872,  beinu' 
C)nly  thirty-six  years  old.  She  w;is  long  mourned 
by  those  who  linew  her  and  will  be  remembered  as 
a  devout  member  of  the  Roman  Catholir  Chui-ch. 
He  of  whom  wc  write  was  traineil  to  manhood 
in  Detroit  and  tliere  received  his  eilucation  in  the 
St.  Joseph  School.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  lie  came 
to  Tyrone  and  bound  himself  out  .as  a  farm  hand 
to  work  for  a  farmer  until  he  reached  his  majority', 
for  %250.  After  completing  this  terra  of  service 
he  worked  by  the  month  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  which  took  jilace  December  11,  1885. 
His  bride.  Miss  Tessie  Cranston  was  a  native  of 
Tyrone  Township,  and   a  daughter  of  David  .and 


Sarah  (Beebe)  Cranston  who  between  the  years  of 
184.")  and  1850  came  from  New  York  to  Ohio,  and 
later  removed  to  Michigan,  where  they  settled  upon 
two  hundred  and  forty  .acres  of  rich  land.  Two 
only  of  their  four  children  are  now  living,  namely; 
Elmer  and  Tessie. 

After  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Slirkei'  rented  hisinother- 
in-law's  farm  of  two  liundre(l  and  forty  acres 
which  he  and  his  wife  now  own;  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  farms  to  be  found  in  the  township.  In 
his  political  views  our  subject  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  Democratic  jiarty  and  is  interested  in  national 
movements,  but.  is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  for 
ollice.  lie  is  a  progressive  and  pros))erous  fai'iiicr, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  highly  honored  and 
res|)ected  throughout  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 


'^^^^^ 


mi 
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%  OllN  ]'.  VANSYCKLE.  The  members  of  the 
family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  representa- 
tive have,  for  the  most  part,  been  tillers  of 
the  soil,  and  have  made  a  success  of  the 
branch  of  busine.ss  to  which  they  have  devoted 
themselves.  Our  subject's  father  was  .losepli  \an- 
syckle.  a  son  of  Rynere  A'ansyckle,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  where  he  spent  his  life  and  |)a,ssed 
away  from  this  world  at  the  age  e>f  eiglitv-five 
years.  He  was  by  birth  and  constant  employment 
a  farmer,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  New  York.  Joseph  \'ansyckle  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1797.  He  there  lived  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  Keiiney,  who  was  boiii  Maicli  2. 
1800,  and  whose  decease  occurred  in  1889.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Kenney,  a  native  of 
New  York,  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

To  Joseph  A'ansyckle  and  wife  were  born  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  live  daughters.  In  1835 
^Ir.  Vansyckle  came  to  Oakland  County,  and 
settled  in  Indeiiendencc  Township,  which  received 
its  name  from  the  gentleman  just  mentioned.  He 
.settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  took  up  from  the  (iovernment,  and  here 
he  lived  and  died  in  18t>0.  He  and  his  wife  were 
Methodists.     They    were   among    the    pioneers  of 
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tlial  fouuty.  :uh1  at  the  time  of  tlii-ir  Cdiiiiiiu  \u'iv 
one  ooiild  travel  north  for  many  miles  without 
finding'  any  settlement.  Tlieie  were  at  the  time 
plenty  of  wolves  and  bears,  and  deer  were  numer- 
ous, which  was  fortunate,  as  the  larder  miyht  often 
liave  been  empty  had  Mr.  Vansyckle  not  I)een  so 
good  a  hunter  and  game  so  eas^'  to  obtain. 

.lolm  P.  Vansyckle  was  born  June  19,  1829,  in 
Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  when  five  years  of  age 
eame  with  his  parents  to  Oakland  County  and  re- 
mained with  them,  assisting  witli  the  pioneer  work 
until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  learned  the  carjjen- 
ter's  trade.  In  1854  he  was  married  in  Oakland 
County  to  ^liss  Elizabeth  (iulick,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  (iulick,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  an 
early  settler  in  Oakland  County,  wdiere  he  si)ent 
the  remaindei-  of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  in 
1862.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  was 
always  a  farmer,  and  in  liis  religious  relations  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

( )ur  subjet't  and  lii>  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  childien;  Joseph  11.,  Martha  L.,  James 
T.,  Melvina  1).  and  Harry  M.  All  are  living  e.\- 
cepting  the  last  named.  Me  of  whom  we  write 
owns  eighty-five  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  County. 
This  he  resided  upon  until  1864,  when  he  went  to 
Johnstown,  Barry  County,  and  there  lived  until 
1866,  coming  at  that  time  to  Ingham  County  where 
he  settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  he  cleared  and  broke.  Tiiis  he  sold 
and  then  bought  two  hundred  acres  where  he  now 
resides.  His  farm  bears  a  good  class  of  buildings, 
his  residence  all  that  a  home  should  lie,  and  his 
barns  and  granaries  large  and  roomy.  He  has 
given  eighty  acres  of  his  oi-iginal  purchase  to 
his  son,  which  leaves  him  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres. 

Mrs.  Elizabetli  \'ansyckle  died  Augu*t,  1.S89, 
and  feeling  the  need  of  a  companion  to  help  him 
gather  up  the  broken  threads  of  life,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Rosetta  De  Mond,  a  daughter  of  Harrison 
De  Mond.  a  native  of  New  York,  who  is  an  early 
settler  in  Oakland  County,  coming  here  in  1840 
where  he  passed  his  life,  his  decease  taking  place 
October  6,  1889.  ^Ir.  De  Mond  was  a  m.ason  by 
ti-ade  and  tlie  father  of  a  large   familv.     Our  suli- 


jcct  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and 
has  accumulated  a  handsome  property,  lie  is  a 
Prohiliitionist,  hoping  to  see  the  principles  of  that 
party  become  those  tliat  are  generally  accepted. 
He  has  been  lligliwav  Commissioner  six  years  in 
succession. 


— {- 
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RANK  L.  IIVNF..  There  is  perhaps  no 
family  in  Urigliton  Townshiii,  Livingston 
County,  more  progressive  and  prosiierous 
and  more  rapidly  accumulating  a  handsome  prop- 
erty than  tliat  which  is  represented  by  the  name  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  This  active  young  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  was  born  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  makes  his  home,  on  the  21st  of  August 
IXat).  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  T.  Ilyne,  and  a 
younger  lirother  of  William  E.  Ilyne.  of  wiioni 
extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, and  in  whose  sketch  more  is  told  of  thefathei' 
!  than  can  be  given  within  the  space  of  this  lirief  nar- 
j  rative.  The  district  school  furnished  the  early  edu- 
cation of  this  young  man.  and  he  afterward  took 
a  ccnu'se  of  study  in  the  Commercial  College  at 
Detroit,  being  there  during  the  years  1875  and 
1876. 

It  was  about  the  year  1873  when  the  young  man 
began  business  on  his  own  account,  and  since  that 
day  he  has  gradually  increased  his  operations  until 
he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  farming  business. 
He  has  a  large  trade  in  live  stock,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  bought  and  shijjped  to  a  considerable 
extent.  He  raises  and  handles  Shorthorn  cattle, 
which  he  registers,  and  has  a  very  fine  herd. 

The  young  man's  efforts  have  not  been  entirely 
confined  to  business  operations,  as  he  has  taken 
time  to  woo  and  win  for  his  wife  a  lady  who  is 
fully  his  e(pial  in  character  and  aliility.  Upon  the 
2nd  of  Ai)ril,  1M91,  lie  was  wedded  to  Mrs.  Lizzie 
(AVillianis)  Sullivan,  of  Detroit,  the  widow  of 
Charles  Sullivan,  and  daughter  of  Edwin  Will- 
iams, who  died  in  1888  after  having  been  in  busi- 
!    ness  in  Detroit  for  more  than  forty  years. 

The  farm  of   Frank  Ihne   consists   of  (me  hun- 
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dred  and  ninety-  :Kies  of  cliuici'  land,  and  besides 
this  property  he  is  a  stockliolder  «itli  histwooklor 
brothers,  AVilliam  and  Frederieiv,  in  a  grist  mill  at 
Brighton.  He  is  a  man  who  makes  mone}'  natu- 
rally and  easily,  yet  without  infringing  upon  the 
riglits  of  others,  as  his  unusual  ability  and  judg- 
ment, whieh  is  eoneeded  to  be  of  a  liigh  order,  en- 
ables him  to  plan  wisely  and  to  suecessfuUy  carry 
out  his  enter|)rises.  His  ijolitical  inclinations  are 
in  favoi-  of  the  Democratic  platform,  although  la- 
pays  only  the  ordinary  attention  to  politics,  as  he 
docs  not  ha\('  time  to  devote  to  such  matters. 


r' 


-^f=^ 
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OKATIO  M.  LITC'HFIKLD.  The  military 
V  record  of  the  gentleman  whose  sketch  in  a 
biographical  way,  it  is  our  pleasant  ])rivi- 
lege  to  here  give,  is  one  of  which  any  man 
might  well  be  proxid,  for  it  is  that  of  a  man  who 
gave  his  services  freely  and  gladly  to  his  Stale, 
expecting  nothing  in  retiun.  He  fought  for  his 
country,  not  for  the  glory,  and  therein  lies  the 
secret  of  the  great  military  success  of  Northern 
arms.  Mr.  Litchfield  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  fielonged  to  Hancock's  Corps.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Leroy  Townshi]),  being  owner 
L)f  a  fine  farm  on  section  20.  Leroy  Township. 
Ingham  County. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native  of  Norfolk 
County,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  Decem- 
ber 20,  1842.  He  is  a  .son  of  Julius  and  Ade- 
line (Stearns)  Litchfield,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  Ten  years  of  ids  boyhood  were  passed 
in  Canada  and  then  with  his  parents  he  came 
to  Michigan,  his  father  locating  in  Monroe  City 
wliere  tliey  resided  for  some  time,  being  engaged 
in  faiming.  The  original  of  our  sketch  was 
denied  the  privileges  of  higher  education  liut 
early  assimilated  in  the  district  schools  of  tlie 
l)rimitive  days  all  that  was  re(iuired  for  a  practical 
business  life.  In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Litchfield  en- 
listed in  the  "War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  Com- 
l)any   II.  of  the  Twenty-sixth    Michigan    Infantry 


and  with  this  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  in  Hancock's  corps.  He  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Spottsylvania,  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  also  at  Cold  Harbor  and  Pine  Run. 
He  was  also  in  the  battle  of  Five  Points  and  was 
l)resent  at  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox.  Be- 
sides these  engagements  that  are  of  world-wide 
fame  and  which  rank  among  the  most  celebrated 
battles  tliat  the  world  has  ever  seen,  he  took  part 
in  iiiany  minor  engagements,  and  was  finally  hon- 
oialjly  discharged  in  the  summer  of   1865. 

After  leaving  the  service  jMr.  Litchfield  spent 
some  time  in  Iowa  and  also  in  Missouri,  after 
which  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  was  .soon 
after  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Teresa  Brown,  a 
daughter  of  Mateson  and  Olive  Brown.  He  soon 
after  [uirchased  the  farm  whereon  he  now  lives. 
Althougli  not  an  extensive  tract  it  is  fertile  and 
yields  abundantly.  Socially  our  subject  keeps  up 
his  war  associations  by  membership  with  Williain.s- 
ton  Post,  No.  103,  G.  A.  R,  He  has  served  as  Vice 
Commander  of  this  society.  In  politics  he  is  an 
adherent  and  believer  in  the  principles  as  held  by 
the  Republican  party.  Personally  he  is  a  progres- 
sive man,  with  original  tendencies.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  regarded  in  thi-  township  in  whieh 
they  live  as  great  additions  to  tlie  social  spirit  of 
the  place. 


-^^^ •#■  "^^i^?    i^\' *** 
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ETH  C.  STOW.     :More  Lasting  than  specu- 
^"    lative  interests  and  without  their  deleteri- 


ous effect  nijon  the  moral  nature,  agricul- 
ture offers  a  safe  liveliiiood  to  any  indus- 
trious man.  I'nless  superior  judgment  and  man- 
agement is  brought  to  bear  in  this  as  in  other 
callings,  there  is  seldom  a  brilliant  success,  for  the 
ground  will  not  yield  any  more  by  brute  force 
than  will  human  nature  be  jiroductive  b}'  force. 
( )ur  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  favored  class, 
who  is  not  only  sure  of  his  living,  but  also  a  suc- 
cessful fin.incier.  He  has  attained  an  envialile 
position  in  the    esteem     of    the    peoi)le    in    Leroy 
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Township,  where  he  makes  his  residence  on  section 
27.  He  was  burn  in  Li\  inostun  C'ounly,  tliis 
State.  Octolier  17,  1841. 

Mr.  Stow  is  a  son  of  Aslc  ami  l.iiana  (Stow) 
Stow.  His  parents  were  natives  of  ^"er^)ont.  They 
emigrated  to  Livingston  C'onnty  at  an  early  day 
and  there  they  s|ient  some  time.  The  fatiier  of 
our  snlijeet  died  a  number  of  years  ago;  the  motlier 
still  survives,  making  her  liome  in  Livingston 
C'onnty  where  she  has  sjient  tiie  greater  (lortion  of 
her  Hfe.  The  senior  Mr.  Stow  oeeupied  a  iiumher 
of  township  otliees.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  one 
of  four  ciiildren  born  to  his  parents,  Isaac,  Anson, 
Seth  C.  and  ( )li\'e.  Tlie  last  named  is  the  wife  of 
.Tames  (iray.  Our  sul)ject  was  reared  to  manliood 
in  his  native  county  and  experienced  many  of  tlie 
hardships  as  well  as  interesting  adventures  of  pi- 
oneer life.  His  whole  career  has  been  identified 
witli  agricultural  interests,  being  drilled  to  that 
work  from  earliest  l)oyht)od.  In  the  intervals  of 
farm  lalior  he  received  a  fair  common-school  edu- 
cation, one  that  fitted  him  for  the  ordinary  be- 
mands  of  Imsiness  life. 

.Inly  1.  1863  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  while  still  in  Li\ingston  County 
to  Miss  Nancy  Jones,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  J.  'SI.  Chris- 
tian, of  whom  a  sketch  ap|ieais  in  another  part 
of  this  work.  The  wife  has  made  the  life  of 
her  husband  rounded  and  complete.  She  is  the 
mother  of  live  children,  whose  names  are,  George, 
Elmer,  Bert,  Lila  and  N'ernon.  He  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  aci'es  of 
land  which  is  in  a  state  of  excellent  cultivation 
and  the  farm  ranks  among  the  besl  in  Leroy 
Township. 

As  was  the  case  in  early  days,  the  parents  of  our 
subject  could  give  their  son  but  small  pecuniary 
help  and  what  he  has  accumulated  has  been  made 
by  his  own  effort.  Mr.  Slow  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  year  as  Highway  Commissioner  of  Leroy 
Township  and  has  also  held  several  other  positions 
especially  those  most  ini])ortanl  in  a  townshij)  con- 
nected with  the  schools.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry  and  with  his  wife  has  identi- 
lied  himself  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Churcli 
in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  Steward  and  also 
Trustee.     It  is  an  old  and    well  known  saying  that 


an  honest  man    is  the    noblest  work  of  God   and 

surely  our  subject  conies  uncler  tliis  head.  He  is 
noted  for  his  thrift  and  industry  and  the  beauty 
and  harmony  of  his  publie  life  is  only  a  rellection 
of  the  kindness  and  loN'ing  gentleness  thai  is 
found  in  his  famih'. 


w 


^/ILLIAM  II.  CLARK  of  Mas(m  City,  Ingham 
Count  v.  was  born  in  Elba,  ( ienesee  County. 


\fyj  ^'-  ^'-  February  2(!.  18;H.  He  is  a  son  of 
Abijah  and  Plnebe  Ann  ( Driggs)  Clark,  both  natives 
of  (ienesee  County,  where  the  family  has  resided 
for  generations  and  indeed  for  one  hundied  years. 
Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  began  his  apprenticeship  as  a  ]irinter, 
and  conii}leted  this  training  on  the  Detroit  Fri'fi 
P;v'.s.s  as  he  came  West  in  185(1.  Five  years  after 
he  bought  a  newsijaper  in  Wilmington,  Will 
County.  111.,  and  conducted  it  until  18.51*  when  he 
removed  to  Vorkville,  Kendall  County,  111.,  where 
he  remained  until  1861.  He  had  studied  law  and 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  while  in  Wilimington 
about  the  ye.ir  1857. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  wai'  this  young  man 
sold  out  his  paper  an<l  entered  the  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry  receiving  a  commission  sis  Second 
Lieutenant.  His  first  heavy  battle  was  at  Pea 
Ridge  and  later  he  was  transferred  to  the  vicinity 
of  Shiloh  after  the  battle  had  been  fought  at  that 
place  and  was  with  the  army  that  drove  Beaure- 
gard out  of  Corinth.  While  at  Rienzi  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  for  meritori- 
ous service  on  the  field  of  Pea  Ridge. 

This  regiment  was  transferred  to  Cinciiinjiti  and 
later  to  Louisville  and  they  were  in  the  liattle  of 
Perrvville  in  Sheridan's  Division  under  Gen.  Buell, 
and  here  our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm 
so  that  he  was  disableil  for  two  months.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  at  Mm'fi'eesboro 
and  was  again  wounded,  but  being  the  oidy  officer 
in  the  company  remained  in  charge  and  his  regi- 
ment in  this  battle  lost  about  two-fifths  of  its  num- 
lier.      He  was  now  promoted  to  the   I'ank    of    Regi- 
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mental  Adjutant.     In  the  battle  of  Cliickamauga 

his  horse  was  sliot  from  iiiidt'i'  him  and  he  never 
received  pa}'  for  this  loss  until  twenty-seven  years 
afterward.  At  Chattanooga  he  received  a  Captain's 
eonimissioii  fm-  meritorious  service  during  tlie  ]nc- 
eeding  battles.  After  tlie  liattle  of  ^Missionary 
Ridge  he  was  wounded  hy  a  liayonet  in  the  right 
leg  and  soon  afterward  resigned  on  account  of 
disaliility. 

lieftM-e  going  into  tlie  army  l\Ir.  Clark  had  been 
married  and  liy  this  uuiiin  there  were  two  children. 
William  L.,  who  edits  the  Ingham  County  Dciim- 
rritt  and  Lillian  P.,  who  married  and  died  leaving 
one  child.  The  nnither  of  this  son  and  daughter 
was  called  from  earth  and  in  1804  our  subject  w.as 
again  married  and  he  now  located  in  Mason  City 
wliere  he  carried  on  the  livery  liusiness  for  some 
time  and  is  now  proprietor  of  the  Clark  House. 
P>y  the  second  marriage  he  has  three  sons,  Charles 
S.,  Fred  .1.  and  George  (). 

The  first  Mrs.  Clark  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
.Tnlia  A.  IMead  and  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  .7. 
and  I'ainell  (Wait)  Mead.  Tlie  [M-esent  Mrs.  Clark 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Kate  M.  Marsh 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Spencer  Marsh.  Mr.  Clark's 
l)arents  brought  him  to  Michigan  when  he  was 
only  four  years  old  and  he  remembers  the  soldiers 
who  took  part  in  the  bo\indarv  war  between  Mich- 
igan and  Oliio.  His  jjaternal  grandfather.  William 
Lee  Clark,  wa.-'  killed  at  the  siege  of  I'.uftalo  in  tlie 
War  of  1812. 


,::^C> 


\l ^^IRAM    RIX,    .III.       Among    the    iirominent 

and  influential  citizens  of  Ingham  County, 
we  are  pleased  to  include  the  biographical 
((@)  sketch  of  this  estimable  resident  (.)f  Leroy 
Township.  He  is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Emily 
(Osliorn)  Rix,  and  was  born  in  the  towiisliii)  of 
Sharon,  Washtenaw  County,  October  17,  1844.  At 
the  age  of  five  years  he  was  brought  by  his  ])arents 
to  their  farm  in  Leroy,  Ingham  County. 

All  the  early  associations  of  him    of   whom    wi' 
write  are  connected  with  the  district    in    which    he 


/; 


is  now  a  resident.     He  was  here  reared  to  manhood, 

and  the  details  of  improvement  and  tlie  gradual 
evolution  frcmi  the  original  wild  state  of  the  land 
to  its  present  prosjjerous  air  of  rural  life,  is  as  fam- 
iliar to  onr  subject  as  is  his  own  daily  life.  His 
educational  advantages  like  tlK)se  of  most  pioneer 
youths  were  limited,  but  he  acquired  enough  to 
give  him  an  impetus  to  go  on  by  himself.  In  Oct- 
ober. 18t)2,  at  the  .age  of  eighteen  he  responded  to 
the  call  of  liis  country  for  troops  and  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  the  Kelit4lion,  joining  Company  1).  of  the 
Sixth  31ichigan  Cavalry.  Active  field  service  com- 
menced with  him  at  (iettysbiirg,  and  within  a  few 
days  every  commissioned  ofticer  of  \n>  company 
was  either  killed  or  wounded,  many  of  his  comrades 
in  the  ranks  had  fallen  and  he  was  a  prisoner, 
captured  in  the  cavalry  tight  at  Hoonesboro.  Md. 
July  8,  18(;3.  He  was  sent  to  Libby  Prison,  and 
from  there  to  Belle  Island,  where  he  was  held  until 
September  'MK  18(;:i.  when  he  was  released  on  ijaroie, 
sick  with  typhoid  fever.  Recovering  his  health  he 
returned  to  iiis  c'onimand  and  served  under  Custer 
and  Sheridan  iinlil  the  (4ose  of  the  war,  partii'i|iat- 
iiig  in  all  the  battles  of  tlie  famous  Shenandoah 
campaign  in  1804,  then  the  battle  of  Five  F'orks, 
and  from  there  to  Apijomattox  where  Lee  sur- 
rendered. 

After  tlie  close  of  the  war  the  brigade  to  which 
he  belonged  was  sent  AVest  into  the  vicinity  of  Ft. 
Laramie  to  assist  in  quelling  the  hostile  Indians. 
.Vfter  a  staj'  of  several  months  he  was  honorably 
discharged  in  November,  1805,  and  returned  to  his 
old  home  to  resume  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  si.xty 
acres  of  gotid  land,  which  he  purchased  in  its  ori- 
ginal wild  state,  cleared  and  I  nought  it  to  a  high 
slate  of  cultivation,  and  has  erected  some  admir- 
able buildings,  the  residence  being  iiarticularly  at- 
tractive, and  a  model  country  house  in  wliicli  com- 
fort is  the  chief  consideration. 

August  27,  1871,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie 
Xeal,  daughter  of  Rufus  ,).  Neal,  also  a  resident  of 
Leroy  Townshij).  Mrs.  Rix  was  of  great  assist.ance 
to  her  husband  during  their  early  struggles  for  a 
competence  and  an  inspiration  to  accomplish  the 
hard  and  uninteresting  work  incident  to  farm  life. 
Their  union  was  blest  b\   the  advent  of  nine   cliil- 
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dren  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Milton,  George, 
Walter,  Carl,  Edith.  Floyd,  Clifford,  Gertrude,  and 
i.iitlier.  Milton,  the  eldest,  is  leariiinu  the  macli- 
i Mist's  trade  at  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  shops 
in  -lackson.  Mich. 

Jlr.  Rix  jiroves  that  he  is  a  man  of  sterling  fibre 
and  not  to  lie  daunted  by  discouragements  from 
the  fact  that  although  he  has  not  been  exeni|it  frojii 
backsets  more  than  other  men.  he  has  never  allow- 
ed himself  to  be  despondent,  taking  up  the  work 
that  is  nearest  at  hand  and  doing  it  with  his  whole 
heart.  Herein  lies  the  secret  of  his  success.  For 
two  years  he  served  as  Clerk  of  Leroy  Township,  and 
was  Supervisor  one  year.  In  189(1  he  was  candi- 
date for  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  tlie  second  district  of  Ingham  County,  but 
was  defeated  by  lh>n.  C.  C.  Fitch,  of  Mason. 

( )ur  subject  is  iirogiessive  in  all  his  tendencies. 
The  |)ul)lic  benefit  is  more  to  him  than  private 
enterprise.  He  is  strictly  conscientious  and  cannot 
l>e  swerved  from  the  line  of  duty  as  he  sees  it  by 
any  considerations  of  self-interest.  He  and  his 
wife  are  repre.sentatives  of  the  liest  social  element 
in  lliis  community.  He  is  present  commander  of 
F.  Turrell  Post.  No.  !t3.  (1.   A.   H.   at    Weblierville. 


^^^j  FORGE  HILL  FERGUSON,  M.  1).  New- 
'|(  —  comers  in  any  flourishing  city  have  to  run 
V_>^  the  risk  of  being  overlooked  by  [leople  who 
<lo  not  know  them,  and  of  being  overshadowed  b\ 
t  lie  already  estalilished  reputation  of  older  residents 
who  are  in  the  .same  line  of  business  or  professional 
work  witii  themselves.  .V  young  physician,  newly 
cstabli-shed  in  a  city  finds  this  paiticularly  true, 
liut  if  he  possesses  excejitional  character,  ability 
and  skill,  he  will  overcome  these  disadvantages  and 
soon  lie  lii-onglit  to  the  front. 

Such  exceptional  characteristics  may  be  adjudged 
to  Dr.  Ferguson,  whose  portrait  ap|)ears  \i\Km  the 
oiiposite  page.  Although  comparatively  a  new- 
comer in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  he  is  already 
enjoying  a  popular  practice  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon.    He   was  born  in   Grant  Township,  Oceana 


County,  this  State,  January  27,  1867.  His  father, 
Ninian  Ferguson,  was  a  native  of  Holt,  in  this 
county.  His  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Ninian,  was  a  native  of  Canada  and  followed 
the  pursuit  of  a  contractor  and  builder,  lie  early 
settled  in  Holt,  where  he  carried  on  his  work,  but 
enlisted  under  the  flag  of  the  I'uion  and  served 
during  the  Civil  War  for  two  years.  He  was  killed 
by  a  railroad  train  at  Leslie,  Mich.,  on  his  way 
home.  The  Ferguson  family  is  of  Scottish  <lescent 
and  traces  its  lineage  back  to  the  nobility  (jf  Scot- 
land, 

The  mechanical  ability  of  the  father  ]nit  him  in 
the  engineering  and  mechanical  department  of  the 
army  while  he  was  in  the  United  States  service,  in 
which  he  enlisted  when  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  old,  remaining  therein  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  bought  a  farm  in  Oceana  Tow-nship, 
Oceana  County,  and  after  two  years  removed  to 
Shelby,  in  the  same  county,  wheie  he  managed  a 
furniture  store.  Later  he  went  to  White  Hall  as  a 
millwright  and  afterward  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shingles  and  lumber  on  contract  for  four 
years.  After  that  he  removed  to  Gobleville,  Van 
Huren  (  ounty,  where  he  carried  on  his  business  as 
a  contractor  and  builder  until  1H9II,  At  that  time 
he  removed  to  South  Chicago,  where  he  still  jiur- 
sues  the  same  liusiness.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Isabelle  Thrasher  and  was  born  in  Flssex, 
( )liio.  being  a  daughter  t)f  William  T.  Thrsisher,  of 
Albion,  who  is  a  blacksmith  and  carriage-maker, 
lioth  parents  were  devoted  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcojial  Church. 

(Jur  sul)ject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three 
boys,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  ()ceana  anc] 
\s\n  Buren  Counties,  attending  the  city  .schools  at 
White  Hall,  and  being  graduated  when  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
when  a  lioy  and  also  learned  decorating  and  arch- 
itecture. He  followed  contracting  and  building  at 
Gobi esville  until  l^i.s?  when  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  studying  in  the  department  of 
medicine  and  was  graduated  in  18'.HI.  with  the  de. 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  carried  on 
researches  in  seven  special  courses  while  there,  leav- 
ing particular  attention  to  gynecology  and  electro- 
therapeutics. 
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The  Doctor  located  in  Mason,  Mich.,  and  after 

ten  mouths'  iiractice  there  removed.  ]\Iay  (S,  1891, 
to  Lansing,  where  he  boiiiiht  out  Dr.  F.  ().  Ilud- 
nutts  and  has  worked  up  for  himself  a  fine  practiee 
in  suruery.  of  which  lie  mai<e.s  a  specialty.  He  de- 
%'otes  one  day  in  the  week  to  his  old  iiatients  in 
Mason  wlu)  still  din"'  to  him,  and  from  wliom  he 
at  times  has  calls  every  diiy  in  the  week.  lie  is 
lirominently  identilied  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  well 
known  among  the  Alumni  of  the  Iniversity  of 
Michigan.  As  a  vocalist  lie  is  well  kn(»wn  through- 
out this  part  of  the  State,  having  a  flue  voice  and 
singing  as  first  tenor.  With  two  lirothers  and  a 
Mr.  Walker  he  hel|)ed  to  form  a  male  quartette 
which  did  excellent  service  for  three  months,  dur- 
ing the  campaign  of  1888  for  the  I'roliiliition  party, 
to  which  he  is  ardently  attached. 

The  Doctor  has  recently  invented  a  gasoline 
heating  stove  and  has  applied  for  a  patent.  It  is 
considered  by  capable  judges  to  be  far  superior  to 
any  moveable  stove  ever  invented  for  heating 
purposes,  as  it  can  be  easily  moved  from  one  room 
to  another.  Dr.  Ferguson  is  meeting  with  large 
sales,  having  sold  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
stoves  in  the  short  space  of  four  hours. 
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OHN  CLEAR.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  above  and  who  is  one  of  the  firm  'A 
Wells  it  Clear,  wholesale  dealers  in  oils,  coal 
^  md  ice,  is  one  of  the  early  residents  of  the 
city  of  Lansing.  He  has  been  here  since  1866.  He 
was  born  in  .Sandu.skv,  Ohio,  July  1,  18.54.  He  re- 
mained there  but  a  short  time,  his  family  moving 
to  South  Bend,  Ind..  which  was  his  home  for  a  few 
years.  He  came  to  this  city  when  twelve  years 
old  and  soon  afterward  went  into  the  grocery  busi- 
ness with  John  Whitely.  He  was  so  engaged  for 
some  time  and  there  acquired  the  elements  of  his 
business  education. 

Our  subject  started  a  dray  of  which  he  was  him- 
self the  projjrietor,  and  drove  the  wagon  for  the 
I'nited  States  Express  Comjian)-.       He    still    con- 


tinues to  have  charge  of  the  last-named  business  in 
connection  with  his  otlier  interests,  and  now  has 
all  the  work  for  tliT?  Delrciit,  Lansing  ct  Northern 
Raihxiad,  which  alone  requires  four  teams.  Mr. 
Clear  went  into  partnership  with  ]Mr.  Wells  in  the 
oil  business  in  188(;.  The^'  have  built  a  station 
here  and  also  at  Saginaw  and  now  have  a  large 
jobbing  trade.  They  receive  their  oil  by  car  load 
lots.  They  also  deal  in  coal,  ice  and  wood  and 
give  em])lovment  to  about  nine  men. 

Our  suliject  has  not  lieen  greatly'  interested  in 
politics,  but  usually  gives  his  vote  and  the  weight 
of  his  induence  to  the  Republican  party.  His  wife, 
who  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Fanny  Hoffman,  of  this  city.  She  is 
the  mother  of  four  children,  whose  names  are  .John. 
Tina,  Florence  and  Beatrice.  They  are  bright  and 
amiable  young  people  who  [uomise  to  be  a  source 
of  great  comfort  to  their  parents. 


]aM1;s  M.  SIIEAHEK  is  a  retired  farmer  liv- 
ing on  section  14,  Lansing  Township,  where 
he  is  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  tract  of  land. 
He  and  his  step-son,  B.  B.  Baker,  have  one 
hundred  and  forty -six  acres  within  one  mile  of  the 
city  limits  of  Lansing.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  sou  of 
.lames  and  Hannah  (Caldwell)  Shearer,  natives  of 
Franklin  County,  Mass.,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  April  20,  1815.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
and  a  drover,  dealing  in  cattle  and  other  stock. 

Our  subject  assisted  his  father  on  the  road  when 
a  boy.  He  remained  in  the  old  Bay  State  until 
twenty-nine  years  of  age  and  was  then  api)ointed 
Steward  of  the  Insane  Asylum  at  Brattleboro,  N't., 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  five  years.  It  was 
while  having  charge  of  this  institution  that  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Del)orah  Baker, 
who  was  the  matron  of  the  institution.  They  were 
married  September  4,  1849.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Abigail  (Brooks)  Bigelow,  and  is 
a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  born  April   12,  1803. 
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Slie  fii-st  married  Ezra  Baker  in  1831;  he  died 
ill  IM^.  leaving  her  a  widow  with  four  chihlren, 
wliosc^'  iKiines  are  Ezra,  Benjamin,  Henry  B.  and 
(  li:iile>.  The  eldest  died  wliile  in  military  service. 
r.enJMniin  B.,  who  was  liorn  in  1835,  resides  with 
Ihe  family  of  Mr.  Shearer  and  conducts  the  farm; 
he  is  married  to  Mary  Wiley  and  is  the  father  of 
Ihiee  children — Mamie,  Berthaand  Helen.  Henry 
r..  \v;is  lidin  in  1837  aud  now  resides  in  Lansing. 
After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Shearer  they 
came  to  Ingham  County  and  in  1851  removed  to 
Mason  and  became  proprietors  of  an  hotel,  remain- 
ing there  for  three  j-ears.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  moved  to  Lansing  and  has  ever  since  lived  in 
llic  township.  He  has  always  taken  great  inter- 
cut in  political  and  social  matters  and  is  a  strong 
Democrat.  He  has  heen  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
ship foi-  ten  years  and  has  also  held  other  town 
ofliccs.  lie  was  Sheriff  in  Massachusetts  when  only 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  mem- 
lici-  of  the  Masonic  order  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  united  with  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
;uc  both  advanced  in  life,  hut  are  still  yoxnig  in 
their  syiiipatliies  and  feelings. 


i*  iV  S.  AI'.ELS,  the  Deputy  I'nited  States  Mai- 
shal  who  makes  his  liome  at  Lansing,  was 
horn  in  Seneca  County.  X.  Y..  December 
IS,  I^(t3  and  is  a  son  of  .1.  :\I.  and  Klizabeth 
(A\'ei-y)  .Vbels.  The  father  was  formerly  a  lioot 
anil  shoe  man  and  later  a  lumlier  manufacturer. 
Our  subject  received  his  education  in  Mew  York, 
conii)leting  his  studies  at  Geneva,  and  subsequent- 
ly engaged  in  selling  dry  goods  in  New  York,  Chi- 
cago and  Toledo.  In  1875  he  took  up  detective 
work  on  special  service  in  Toledo  and  afterward 
in  Lansing,  hi  1877  he  opened  an  ottice  as  a  de- 
tective in  an  inde|)endent  way  and  was  also  for  a 
tune  in  the  emphn'  of  the  city,  as  Police  Detec- 
tive. 

•    Mr.  Abels  was   appointed  Deputy  I'nited   Statis 
Marshal  about  eight    years   ago  and    is  at  present 


employed  as  detective  for  the  Michigan  Central 
railroad,  so  that  he  is  on  the  road  a  good  deal  of 
the  time.  He  has  had  many  hard  struggles  in 
working  up  the  cases  of  desperate  characters,  and 
has  had  great  success  in  Ih  inging  to  light  cases 
which  others  had  failed  to  complete  and  has  never 
been  unsuccessful  in  his  efforts.  He  has  a  good 
reputation  both  personally  and  in  his  line  of  work. 
He  married  Miss  Asenath  R.  Wait,  a  \'erniont  lady 
whose  father  came  to  Delhi  in  this  county  in  1867. 
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^A\TD  J^.  lillil).  A  worthy  representative 
of  the  agricultural  fraternity,  Mr.  Bird 
has  retired  from  active  business  life  and 
is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  respite  from 
severe  labor,  having  a  pleasant  residence  in  Will- 
iamsville,  Unadilla  Township.  Livingston  County. 
He  is  a  son  of  Furnian  Bird,  a  n.ative  of  Warren 
County,  N.  .1.,  and  a  fanner.  His  grandfather  was 
Edward  Bird,  who  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
man  of  some  note  in  his  day,  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  residing  in  AVarren  County, 
an<l  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna 
Furmaii,  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  His  mother  was 
Mary  Ann  (Davis)  Bird,  also  a  native  of  New 
.lersey.  Her  father,  David  Davis,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  .Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Bird,  Sr., 
were  married  in  their  native  State  and  thei-e  re- 
sided until  they  came  io  the  Wolvei-ine  State  in 
1833,  first  settling  at  Ann  Arlior  on  a  farm.  There 
was  but  a  small  settlement  there  at  that  time,  a  log 
house  serving  as  a  tavern.  The  farm  comprised 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  was  about  one  mile  from 
the  village. 

The  energies  of  our  subject's  father  bent  to  the 
improvement  of  his  place  and  before  his  decease  he 
erected  a  good  frame  dw^elling  house  and  fine 
bai-ns.  Both  parents  passed  away  from  the  scene 
of  their  most  active  labor.  Of  ten  children  born 
to  his  parents  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. His  early  training  in  a  religions  way  was  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.     ( )ui  subject's  father  was 
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a  Di'iR-oii  ill  that  body  before  coming  to  Michiaan. 
His  decease  took  place  iu  18;59,at  the  age  of  ^ixty- 
flve  years.  His  wife  died  in  1H5(>  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Politically  the  father  was  a 
Jacksoniaii  Democrat.  ^Irs.  Bird  was  an  uiiassum- 
inu'  Christian  woman  wliose  real  worth  was  kiKiwn 
only  to  her  intimate  friends,  so  quietly  did  she 
perform  lier  many  deeds  of  kindness.  Tiie  poor 
and  needy  found  in  lier  a  lielper.  and  she  was  a 
warm  friend  of  missions  ever  willing  to  deny 
herself  for  others,  as  the  folk)wing  incident  will 
show.  Her  means  were  very  limited:  there  fell  to 
lier  at  one  time  the  small  amount  of  ^'300.  In- 
stead of  using  it  for  her  own  comfort  she  gave 
#20(1  to  the  cause  of  missions  aii<l  loaned  the  re- 
mainder to  a  feeble  church  to  build  a  houst-  of 
worshii),  reserving  nothing  for  herself.  INIrs.  liiid 
was  the  onlv  daughter  of  David  Davis.  She  had 
two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Cliambers,  who  were  far- 
mers by  occui)ation  and  resided  in  Warren  County, 
X.  .1. 

The  lirothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows;  Betse\-,  Sloan.  Samuel.  Klijali,  ^[arv.  Ed- 
ward, .John,  Joseph  and  Susanna,  all  excei)t  the 
latter  marrying  and  settling  in  Southern  ^Michigan. 
Joseph  the  youngest  came  to  his  death  in  the  gold 
mines  of  California;  he  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
John  lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  wheie 
his  wife  and  family  still  reside. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  lirst  saw  the  light  of 
day  March  t,  I81.'5,  in  Warren  County,  N.  .1.  On 
coming  to  Michigan  he  was  twenty  years  c)f  age 
and  had  received  his  education  in  the  East,  having 
had  the  advantages  offered  in  a  district  school. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  early  familiarized 
with  agricultural  duties.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  father  until  coming  to  Livingston  Count\-, 
giving  him  his  services  until  he  reached  his  major- 
ity and  working  for  wages  after  tliat  time. 

Mr.  Bird  came  to  this  county  and  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  in 
Undilla  Townsliip,  on  section  30.  The  land  is  what 
is  known  as  oak  openings  and  it  was  patented  to 
him  directly  from  the  (iovernment.  There  were  at 
the  time  more  Indians  than  white  men,  neighbors  of 
the  latter  sort  being  very  few.  He  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  to    pay  for    part    of  his    land    and 


bought  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  credit.  lUiilding  a 
log  house  he  began  the  work  of  clearing,  which 
went  on  slowly  as  he  had  no  help  and  had  to  de- 
l)cnd  upon  himself  entirely. 

Our  saliject's  marriage  took  jjlace  March  6,  183;i, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Agues  Piper,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ag- 
nes Piper,  natives  of  Scotland  and  early  settlers 
in  I'nadilla  Townslii|].  Mrs.  r>ird  was  liorn  Se})- 
tember  12,  1816  in  Scotland.  She  died  December 
1,  1880.  This  worthy  eoui)lc  have  lieen  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  are  William  F.,  .ALary  E.  and  Alinira  R. 
William  was  born  .Vugust  24,  1840;  his  first  wife 
w.as  Elgiva  Barton,  a  native  of  Maine;  at  lier 
death  she  left  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
noble  liov  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  lake  at  Williamsville.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Ella  Lake. 
He  lives  near  Ann  Arlior  and  h.as  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  by  liis  former  m.airiage,  Marj' 
E.  was  born  March  26,  1845;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  E.  Ives  and  lives  in  this  township;  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  chililrcn.  Almira  K.,  born  .lan- 
uary  15.  1848,  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Dunning  and 
lives  in  Sturgis.  yiv.  Dunning  is  a  prominent  law- 
scr  ill  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  jjarents 
of   two  children. 


=^>^^<i 


tO:^ 


y\.  BIOEI>()W,  a  miller  of  Williamstown 
^jjj  Township,  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  J.  R. 
Bigelow  and  grandfather  of  .\bel  Bigelow, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  grandfather 
married  Maria  Hunt  by  whom  he  had  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  in  182.5  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  on  a  farm  in  AVest  Blooniticld. 
Oakland  County,  where  he  sjient  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  about  the  year  1848.  He  put  up 
the  first  brick-kiln  in  Oakland  County  and  erected 
the  first  brick  house  iu  the  township. 

J.  K.  Bigelow  came  to  Michigan  in  1825  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  after  several  years  in  the  em- 
\A(ty   of  a    fur    dealer    in    Detroit,  for    whom    be 
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bought  furs  from  the  Indians,  he  helped  to  huild 
the  tii'sl  railway  from  Detroit  to  I'ontiac  and  con- 
structed the  first  turntalile  at  Royal  Oaks.  He 
then  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  was  married 
to  Susan  Montague  who  became  the  mother  of  the 
following  children:  Jlary,  .1.  A.,  Augusta.  II.  .M., 
,1.  ().  and  Amanda.  In  1874  Mr.  Bigelow  brought 
his  family  to  Williamston,  this  county,  and  died 
in  February.  1M7(j,  while  his  wife  survived  until 
December  4.  1882. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  West  liloomtield  'I'own- 
ship,  Oakland  County.  Mich.,  October  7,  1844.  At 
theage  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  Company  A.Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  until  .July  S,  18();'), 
taking  part  in  the  following  battles,  Gettysburg^ 
Boouesboro,  Hagerstown,  Williamsport.  Falling 
Water  and  South  Mountain.  At  the  clo.se  of  the 
wai'  lie  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  worked  at 
it  until  1875,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm  in 
Williamston  Township,  Ingham  Count_y. 

Susan  A.  Drake,  daughter  of  .Totham  Drake,  a 
sailor  and  farmer,  became  Mrs.  IL  M.  Bigelow, 
February  13,  18()(),  and  to  her  has  been  born  one 
son.  Car!  II..  wlio  is  now  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  father.  Mr.  Bigelow  sold  his  farm  in  1887 
and  came  to  Williamston  and  engaged  in  milling, 
in  addition  to  which  he  does  quite  an  extensive 
sawmill  business,  in  both  of  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Royal  Arch  .Alasons.  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Grand  Army.  His  politics  are  of  the  Republican 
stamp,  and  he  was  President  of  the  village  in  1890. 


V_ 


♦^^♦5 


/' 


■^f  (JllN  M.  CROSSiMAN.  a  retired  iiicrrliaut 
and  a  gentleman  of  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive experience  and  observation,  is  a  son  of 
_  Hiben  Crossmau,  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York.  His  first  wife,  Lois  Hobart.  w.as  the  mother 
of  two  daughters  and  one  son.  .\fter  her  dea'.h 
he  married  Maria  White,  who  bore  to  hini  Charles 
D.,  John  M.,  and  Sarah  .Tames.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter  of    William    White,  a   native   of    New  York, 


and  an  early  settler  in  Livingston  (  ounty,  Mich., 
wlio  died  in  18,')(l.  His  wife  survived  hitn  until 
I8S7.   Ml.  White  was  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812. 

Kben  Crossmau  located  in  Ingham  Township, 
Ingham  County,  about  the  year  184(1,  and  he  is  still 
cultivating  that  estate.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  but  his  son  is  ardently  attached  to 
the  Republican  party. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  had  his  birth  in  Ingham 
Township,  this  county,  .lanuary  l."i.  18.50.  He 
labored  upon  the  farm  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  began  working  for 
wages,  and  teaching  winters,  and  by  scrupulous 
economy  he  managed  to  carry  him.self  through  a 
course  in  the  State  Normal  School,  and  graduated 
in  1874.  After  his  graduation  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Williamston,  and  at  the  same  time 
invested  a  limited  capital  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. In  this  way  he  was  very  successful,  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  years  his  business  was  valued  at 
*40,000. 

The  young  merchant  now  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Samuel  Toms,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  three. years,  after  which  he  sold  his  sliare  of 
the  business  to  Mr.  Edgar  Weber,  and  has  since 
led  a  retired  life.  He  .still  retains  a  moneyed  in- 
terest in  the  mercantile  l)usiness,  although  he  has 
put  most  of  his  property  into  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, and  has  besides  this  several  village  lots  and 
a  handsome  residence  on  Putnam  Street. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  187(5  brought  to 
his  home  a  sympathetic  and  a  helpful  companion 
in  the  person  of  Addie  Strang,  a  d;iughter  of  Wal- 
ter C.  Strang,  a  New  Yorkei',  who  was  a  pioneer  of 
this  county.  In  the  year  188i(  Mi-.  Cro.ssman,  in 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  took  a  trip  to  Kuro|)e.  He 
Iciunedthe  French  language  and  traveled  all  over 
the  Continent.  He  visited  Greece,  Kgyiit,  Baby- 
lon and  the  Holy  Land,  lie  retiniied  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year,  bringing  ^\ith  him  a  large  num- 
ber of  photographs  of  |U'ominent  cities  and  build- 
ings. A  few  weeks  after  his  return  he  started  upon 
his  .second  trip  which  lasted  more  than  a  year;  was 
at  Paris  during  the  continuance  of  the  World's 
Fair.  He  visited  .Jacob's  Well  .•ind  the  Well  of 
Joseph,  in  Cairo,  Egyi)t.  He  saw  the  crater  of 
Mt.  Vesuvius,  and  on  the  4th  of    July,   1889,  as- 
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scended  Mt.  Blanc.  lie  visited  the  sites  of  the 
seven  eliuiches  of  Asia,  to  wliicli  St.  .Jolin  sent  his 
messages  in  the  Hook  of  Revelations,  and  he  fol- 
lowed the  steps  of  our  Saviour  in  the  (Jarden  of 
CJethsemane.  and  upon  the  saered  mount  of  eru- 
cilixiou. 

During  Mr.  trossnian'.s  Hist  toui'  in  Europe,  he 
traveled  some  fifty  thousand  miles,  and  his  second 
tour  carried  him  over  al)out  twenty  thousand  miles. 
He  brought  over  a  large  addition  to  his  library, 
and  among  them  many  voliunes  of  French  litera- 
tuie.  Ucsides  lii>  jourueyings  abroad,  he  lias  trav- 
eled in  many  parts  of  our  own  country  and  in 
188.5  visited  tlie  Exposition  at  New  Orleans. 


•4.r^B0=-^=^|»- 


FREDERICK  STE]X.\C'KER.  Among  the 
J^SV^  enterprisin":  ( ierman-American  citizens  of 
1^  t'ohoctah  Township. Livingston  t'ounty.few. 

if  any.  are  more  apincciated  as  factors  who  have 
adih'd  to  the  \aluc  of  life  in  this  district  than  lie 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  lie  was 
born  .luly  28,  1848,  in  llesse-narmstadt,  (ieimany, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  llarbara  (Baker) 
Steinacker.  natives  of  the  Fatherland.  The  father 
of  our  subject  em|)loyed  as  the  means  of  mak- 
ing his  livelihood  the  liistt>ric  trade  of  a  weaver. 
He  was  one  of  a  famil\-  of  four  children,  comjjris- 
ing  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  was  the  only 
one  who  came  to  the  United  States.  His  voyage 
hither  being  made  in  the  summer  of   18.57. 

The  time  occupied  in  crossing  the  ocean  when 
our  subject  came  hither,  was  seven  weeksand  three 
days,  and  on  landing  he  came  direct  to  (leuoa, 
Livingston  County,  this  State,  where  he  at  once 
liegan  farmini;.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  is  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  Our  subject's  maternal  parent  was 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  Baker,  who  came  to 
Michigan  about  1852-53.  He  of  whom  we  write 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
State;  began  to  earn  his  own  way,  working  for  tlie 
small  sum  of  ^2  i)er  month.  That  he  was  faithful 
and  trustworthy  is   shown    b^'  the  fact  that  he  re- 


amined  with  one  employer,  Lewis  INIyers,  for  four- 
teen years  and  eight  months,  during  which  time  he 
received  a  remuneration  of  $245  a  year  for  his 
services.  In  1875  he  purch.ased  the  eighty  acres 
on  .section  20,  Cohoctah  Township.  This  he  h.as 
cleared  and  improved,  making  of  it  his  present 
highly  cultivated  estate. 

Novemljcr  28.  1879,  Mr.  Steinacker  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Dykes,  who  was  born  November  1), 
1855,  in  Genoa  Township.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
.Joseph  and  .lane  (O'Neill).  ])vkes,  the  former  a 
fanner  who  came  from  New  York  about  1842.  Our 
sulijcct  has  become  the  father  of  three  cliildren, 
whose    names    are  Olive  B..  Carl  F.  and  Howard  .1. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Haiitist  Church,  in  which  the}-  hold  a  highly  re- 
spected place.  JL's.  Steinacker 's  father  was  by 
trade  a  shoemaker.  On  coming  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  (Jenoa  Township.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  cliildren,  six  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. They  are  Alice,  Walker,  Sarah,  who  is  Mrs. 
Cook;  .\rminta.  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three;  .loel,  (ieorge,  whose  decease  took  place  when 
he  was  twenty -six  years  of  age,  and  Oscar,  .lo- 
seiili  Dykes  was  born  in  (4enoa,  Livingston  County, 
N.  v.,  and  died  September  !'.>,  1S75,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  F"or  twenty  years  before  his 
decease  he  had  been  blind.  His  wife  still  survives 
him;  she  is  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


-*•■; 


*^s^  TEPHEN  SJNUTH  is  a  general    farmer    on 
^^£    section    1,    Meridian    Township,    Ingham 
ii/UI  C't'l'iit.V-     He  has  a   jilace    of     eighty-four 
acres  which  is  under  good  cultivation.  Mr. 
Smith  was  born  in  l^odi.  Seneca  County,  N.  Y..  De- 
cember 2.  18iy.    He  is  a  son  of  .lames  Smith,  who 
was  born   in   Norway  Township,  Orange    County, 
N.  Y.  in  1798  and  died  in  1866.     Mr.  Smith  .spent 
seventeen  years  in  Seneca  County  on  a   farm  and 
during  that  time  received  a  district-.school  educa- 
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tion.  His  father  then  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled near  Ann  Arlior.  He  remained  there  two  years 
<m  a  farm,  wiiicli  he  finally  sold  and  liuuirlit  wiicre 
our  subject  now  lives. 

Mr.  Smith  settled  in  Bath,  in  .liiiie.  \M7.  when 
there  was  only  one  ninn  liesides  himself  there,  lie 
plowed  the  first  land  in  Bath.  It  was  the  time 
when  the  Indians  and  wild  animals  were  almost  the 
only  occupants  of  the  country  and  the  Indians 
watched  him  in  amazement,  as  with  his  oxen  he 
plowed  the  ground  \jith  a  Xo.  7  Wood's  patent 
plow,  which,  drawn  liy  three  or  five  yoke  of  oxen, 
was  heavy  enough  to  cut  a  three-inch  roof  off. 
They  threshed  their  wheat  in  the  most  primitive 
way  and  sold  all  they  could  spare  for  seed,  one 
man  coming  twent3"-live  miles  through  the  woods 
to  get  what  seed  they  could  spare  him. 

The  farms  together  aggregated  six  hundred 
acres,  and  it  was  cultivated  together  until  some 
time  after  the  marriage  of  the  boys.  Stephen  Smith 
lias  lived  here  ever  since.  He  was  married  forty- 
five  years  ago  to  Miss  Emily  C'ushman  of  DeWitt. 
The  following  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union:  they  are  (Jilliert.  Laura.  AVealthy.  Rozella, 
Lcnora,  Stephen  ^L,  Edgar  and  B.  S.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and 
was  so  connected  in  Bath  for  about  forty  years. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Okemos  Masonic 
l>odge.  He  has  Ijeen  a  Democrat  all  his  life.  He 
is  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  been  a  Highway 
Commissioner,  having  held  besides  various  town- 
ship offices. 


Dl;.  WILLIAM  MILI.EK.  (  )uimi1ij.'c1  is  one 
of  the  oldest  physicians  who  still  does  ollicc 
work  in  this  city.  Indeed  he  may  be  called 
a  pioneer  in  the  profession,  not  only  in  the  city 
)mt  in  the  State  and  although  he  has  climbed  the 
ridge  of  life,  and  from  the  eminence  at  which  he 
stands  can  look  back  proudly  over  a  pa.st  spent  in 
usefulness,  in  adherence  to  the  prevailing  methods 
and  theories,  he  is  not,  and  never  will  be  at  a  stand 
still  in    the    progress   of   his    profession.     Indeed 


youth  is  more  egotistical  and  bigoted  than  age, 
and  could  some  of  the  young  physicians  who  are 
liristling  with  their  knowledge  of  recent  .scientific 
discoveries  that  have  broadened  the  .scope  of  the 
medical  work,  realize,  as  does  our  subject,  that  there 
are  fields  nncx|)lored  they  would  lie  le>s  full  <if 
their  own   importance. 

Dr.  Miller  was  liorn  in  Alletrheuy  (  ounty,  Pa„ 
.July  25.  1S2().  He  is  a  sou  of  .lames  and  .Susan 
(Shaffer)  Jliller.  In  hi>  boyhood  he  received  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education  and  on  finishing 
school  entered  the  ottice  of  Dr.  flowery,  of  Pitts- 
burg, 1^1..  in  order  to  read  medicine.  He  remained 
with  him  until  he  reached  his  majority,  after  which 
the  old  doctor  gave  up  his  practice  to  Dr.  Jliller. 
He,  however,  went  to  Cincinnati  soon  after  and 
took  a  coiu'se  of  lectures.  He  came  to  this  State 
and  settled  in  J>ansing,  Ingh.am  County,  in  1863, 
and  has  been  here  permanently  ever  since.  While 
the  Homeopathic  College  was  located  in  this  city, 
our  subject  attended  the  lectures  and  become  con- 
versant with  every  new  theory  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  disease. 

Ever  since  coming  to  Lansing  our  subject  has 
remained  at  his  original  location,  having  I)uilt 
therein  1864,  and  since  that  time  he  has  always 
enjoyed  a  laige  and  interesting  practice.  For  the 
past  six  mouths  he  has  refu,sed  work,  devoting 
himself  to  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases  and 
the  manufacture  of  his  well  known  remedies  that 
have  made  a  reputation  for  being  most  effective. 
He  has  had  heavy  sales  of  these  besides  the  work 
of  his  office  pi'actice.  He  has.  besides,  a  general 
oversight  of  the  agents  who  have  been  sent  ont 
through  the  eountr\-  for  the  sale  of  his  remedies. 
Dr.  Miller  has  never  interested  himself  in  any  busi- 
ness not  relating  to  his  practice,  having  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  this.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Corinthian  Lodge  No.  10.  havinij  as- 
sociated himself  with  this  body  while  in  Baltimore. 
Init  after  coming  to  this  State,  he  withdrew  his 
luembeiship  there  and  assisted  in  estal)lishin<r  a 
cha])ter  of  the  lodue  in  Lansing. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  allied  himself  at  an 
early  age  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Charlotte  Mc- 
Cready,  of  Lawrence   County,  Pa.,  in   1850.     Her 


816 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


decease  took  place  July  16,  1890,  after  years  spent 
witli  our  subject  in  congenial  companionship.  The 
couple  were  childless  and  the  Doctor  was  left  alone 
witliout  the  comfort  or  solace  of  any  near  relative. 
Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Pa., 
May  10,  1825.  From  youth  she  was  a  menil)er  of 
the  Presb3terian  Church.  After  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  she  familiarized  herself  with  diseases 
.^nd  the  pharmacopia  that  applied  to  them,  and  was 
not  only  of  great  assistance  to  lier  husband  but 
also  practiced  independent!}'  until  she  was  at- 
t.acked  with  the  fatal  disease  that  caused  her  death. 
Cancer  of  the  face  was  the  malady  with  which  she 
was  afflicted.  The  Doctor  was  again  married  .July 
:W.  1891,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cynthia  (Miller)  Van 
Tuyl,  the  great  platform  speaker  who  spoke  to  ten 
thousand  people  on  labor  day  in  Detroit  and  who 
is  proving  to  be  a  true  helpmate  in  every  [particular. 
Before  the  war  the  Doctor  had  a  large  practice  in 
New  Orleans  where  he  gained  a  large  fund  of  use- 
ful knowledge  in  hospital  work.  Our  subject's 
rei)utation  is  not  confined  to  his  immediate  lo- 
cality. He  is  well  known  throughout  the  country 
and  his  remedies  are  of  the  greatest  benefit  to 
who  have  used  them. 


-^^- 


i^^^HOMAS  KOSS,  .Ji:..  a  well-known  farmer  re- 
m(^^  siding  on  section  3,  Marion  Towushij),  Liv- 
V^^'  ingston  County,  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Ross, 
Sr..  who  was  born  in  New  York,  October  5,  1810, 
and  there  became  a  farmer.  He  married  Jane  Van- 
Winkle,  daughter  of  Peter  \'an Winkle  of  New 
York,  who  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters  and 
.lane  was  the  youngest  of  that  family,  l)eing  born 
in  182:1 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  four 
daughters  and  three  sons  and  our  subject  is  the 
first-born,  his  natal  day  being  August  14,  1847. 
rhey  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day  and  bought 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  new  land, 
which  had  never  l)een  disturbed  noi-  u|ion  which 
had  a  tree  been  felled. 

Tlie  father  afterward    sold    one    hundred    acres 


retaining  the  balance.  He  is  still  living  and  makes 
his  home  with  his  son.  Thomas.  He  has  been  and 
is  still  a  great  reader  of  historical  and  geographi- 
cal works,  and  is  well  informed.  In  the  early  days 
when  the  coinitry  was  f\ill  of  wild  game  and  the 
streams  abounded  with  fish  he  was  a  great  hunts- 
man and  fisherman.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democi-at  and  at  one  time  filled  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissiouei'. 

Thomas  Ross,  oiu'  subject,  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education   and  was  thus    prepared  to 

« 
carry  on  the  business  of  life.     I'pon    his    farm    of 

two  hundred  and  thirt3'-three  acres  he  raises  large 
croi)s  of  beans  and  has  from  fifteen  to  twenty  acres 
of  land  planted  to  cucumbers,  lie  is  a  Democrat 
politically  and  a  worker  for  the  party,  and  has 
filled  the  offices  of  Highway  Commissioner,  Justic(^ 
and  Supervisor,  having  been  four  terms  in  the  later 
position.  On  his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
improved  land  he  has  a  pleasant  house  and  excel- 
lent barns  and  his  ability  as  a  farmer  and  genial 
nature  makes  him  a  favorite  in  the  community. 


E^ 


^]EOR(iE  BARNES  is  the  editor  of  the  Liv- 
ImjsUjn    County  liepublwan,  which    is    puli- 

^  lished  in  Howell.  He  was  born  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, England,  December  11,  1846.  At 
the  age  of  three  j-ears  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  America.  Some  little  time  was  spent  at 
Sandstone,  Jackstm  County.  Mich.,  and  then  the 
family  removed  to  the  northern  wilds  of  Gratiot 
County.  INIr.  Barnes  endured  all  the  boy  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life  and  can  tell  real  bear  and  wolf 
stories  to  his  children.  He  acquired  a  district 
school  educatio)]  and  began  to  teach  during  the 
winter  months. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  tlie  army  October  3, 
1864,  and  gave  thirteen  months  of  active  service 
in  Company  H,  Twent3--third  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  Sherman's  famous  march  to  the 
sea,  and  was  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  taught  in  the  village  school  at  Ithaca,  Gratiot 
County,  for  sever.al   terras,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870 
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he  entered  the  State  Normal  School,  where  he  was 
graduated  iu  1873,  and  then  became  a  student  in 
the  l'iii\-(.M>ity  of  ^licliiiran.  takina'his  di]il(>ina  in 
1.-^77. 

.Inly  r.t,  1M77.  our  subject  was  married  to  ]\Iiss 
Auyusta  I).  .It)hnson.  a  teacher  in  tlic  .laclvson 
Union  School.  Tlie  first  j'ear  of  liis  married  life 
was  spent  at  Almont,  Gratiot  County,  where  he 
had  charge  of  the  schools,  being  assisted  by  liis 
wife  and  one  primary  teacher.  Tlie  next  year 
found  liim  in  charge  of  the  schools  at  Stanton 
with  six  assistants.  Mrs.  Barnes  among  the  number. 
After  two  years  he  came  to  Howell  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  Union  schools,  there  being  ten  de- 
partments here  at  that  time.  He  tilled  the  posi- 
tion successfully  for  eight  ^ears  when  he  was  in- 
duced to  go  to  Lansing  and  take  cliarge  of  the 
school  for  the  blind.  The  peoi)le  of  Howell  ex- 
pressed the  greatest  regret  at  parting  witli  him  and 
tlie  High  .School  Alumni  presented  him  witli  an 
elegant  gold  watch,  suitably  engraved,  wiiieh  he 
still  carries.  He  found  the  work  at  Uie  school 
for  the  blind  distasteful  and  .hily  U),  18H9,  bought 
the  Licini/stoii  CmuUii  Rcpuhlirdn.  wliere  lie  is  still 
occupying  the  editorial  chair. 


\ 


-^^4^^. 


'«!  IV^ILLIA.M  \"AX  liUKEX,  United  .States  Mar- 
\rJ//  shal  and  a  prominent  politician  at  Lansing, 
^/^l  was  born  of  Ivastern  parentage  and  had  his 
early  training  and  education  in  Michigan.  He  was 
born  in  1842  and  came  to  Detroit  when  a  boy.  On 
the  Cdinmercidl  Advertiser  he  learned  the  printer's 
trade  in  the  days  when  that  paper  was  known  as 
the  Advertiser  and  Tri/jiine.  and  ln^  then  became 
foreman  of  the  Detroit  Tribune  until  1871. 

In  .January,  1871,  Mr.  Van  Buren  came  to  Lan- 
sing as  foreman  for  W.  .S.  George  it  Co.,  State 
Printers,  and  served  lioth  in  this  capacity  and  as 
Superintendent  of  the  book-room  and  mechanical 
department.  He  was  then  business  manager  for 
two  years  and  in  .January,  1884,  lie  bought  a  one- 
third  interest  in  the  liusiness  and  became  manager 
and  [lartiier  until  li^Kti.  wlieu  the  [>l;uit  was  sold. 


This  firm  had  in  the  meanwhile  been  publishing 
the  Lansing  liepuhlica n .  of  which  our  subject  had 
general  management,  and  in  1884  he  became  the 
associate  editor  of  this  paper.  The  Lansing  Furni- 
ture Company  was  organized  Ijv  ^Ir.  \a\\  lUin-n 
and  'Sir.  B.  M.  Ihick  in  18«6  and  after  having  had 
it  in  operation  two  months,  they  sold  the  outfit 
and  our  subject  became  an  incorporator  of  the  City 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and  one 
of  the  largest  stock  holders.  About  this  time  he 
made  a  trip  across  the  continent  which  lie  greatly 
enjoyed.  In  1890  he  was,  on  the  2yth  of  JIarch, 
aiipointed  United  States  Marshal  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Michigan,  a  district  which  includes 
about  half  of  the  .State,  and  has  headquarters  at 
Detroit.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had  filled  various 
otiices,  having  been  .Supervisor  for  one  year.  Mayor 
of  the  cuy  for  two  terms  and  Alderman  of  the 
Second  '\Vard  for  two  years. 

The  refined  and  cultured  lady  who  presides  over 
the  home  of  our  subject  became  his  wife  in  Detroit 
in  18(i7.  Her  maiden  name  was  .Inlia  tJ.  O'Calla- 
ghan.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  lion.  J.  O'Calla- 
ghan,  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocer  on  Woodward 
Avenue.  .She  is  a  lady  of  nnusual  ability  and  in- 
telligence and  was  a  teacher  in  Detroit  before  her 
marriage.  Four  children  have  blessed  this  home, 
namely:  William,  llerald  R..  (ieorge  II.,  and  .Julia 
G.  Jlr.  \'an  Buren  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
Templar,  of  the  Hoyal  Arch  ^lasons.  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  is  a  stanch  Repiibliean.  being  a  mem- 
ber of  both  count \  and  State  conventions. 


I.  IKKiLE.  an  old  settler  of  Ingham 
(  ounty  and  now  retired  from  active  life. 
i;i  :!>  has  twenty  acres  of  land  on  (u'and  River 
outside  the  corporation  of  Lansing.  He  was 
born  in  Hoosic,  Ren.s.selaer  County,  N.  Y.,  October 
11.  IMKi  and  is  a  sou  of  Elias  and  a  grand.son  of 
Is.aac  Ilogle.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Hoxie  Rider,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Rider,  a  Revolutionary  .«oldier  of  Connecticut  and 
a  pensioner  to  the  aire  of  ninetv-three  vears. 
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Our  subject  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  eiajlit 
t'liildri'U  and  made  liis  lioiin'  in  Iloosic.  until  lu' 
ri'aclii'd  the  age  of  eight  years  and  there  attended 
tlie  district  seliool.  In  1824  he  came  u})  the  Erie 
Canal  and  there  went  to  work  in  INIadisoTi  County 
un  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  ajj^ren- 
ticed  to  the  trade  of  coinl)-niaking  at  Jlorrisville 
and  two  and  one-half  years  later  went  to  Eaton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fanning  for  two 
\-ears. 

In  \Xii(>  the  young  man  decided  to  come  West 
and  ariived  in  Detroit  in  June,  connng  on  foot 
thence  to  Saline,  a  distance  of  foi'ty  miles  in  one 
day.  At  ditferent  times  he  worked  at  York,  Grand 
Uapids  and  Portland,  and  wjis  married  in  Clinton 
County,  at  Wacousta,  July  "2,  1810  to  iNIiss  Electa 
Sanborn  a  New  York  lady.  , 

Immediately  after  marri.age  tins  young  couple 
settled  on  a  farm  of  sixty-two  acres  in  Eagle 
Township,  Clinton  County,  and  began  their  first 
liome  in  a  log  lionse.  To  this  small  jiroperty  they 
.added  from  time  to  time  until  they  acquu'ed  four 
huiidrecl  acres  and  there  li\ed  until  1817  when 
they  placed  the  farm  in  the  hands  of  a  tenant  and 
removed  to  Lansing.  Here  ]Mr.  Hogle  built  a  hand- 
some residence  and  helped  to  raise  the  old  capital 
building.  He  afterward  returned  to  the  farm  and 
there  remained  until  18(i9  at  which  time  he  gave 
his  son  one  luuidred  and  five  acres,  and  .selling  the 
remainder  of  the  property,  made  his  permanent 
home  in  ].,ansing.  To  please  his  wife  and  son  he 
removed  to  A'irginia,  but  their  residence  there  was 
not  satisfactory'  and  entailed  the  loss  of  some 
$2,000.  They  therefore  returned  to  Lansing  and 
again  bought  jiroperty  in  Ingham  County. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Hogle  gave  him  one 
son  wlio  grew  to  matnrity-Loran  P.,  and  a  daugli- 
tcr,  Mildred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
His  second  marriage  whieh  took  place  in  Grand 
J^edge,  Ionia  County,  October  8,  188;j,  united  him 
with  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  (Spear)  Lewis,  daughter  of  Gil- 
bert Spear  of  St.  Andiews,  N.  B.  Mr.  Spear  was 
a  ship  builder  and  merchant  in  Maine  and  Jlassa- 
chusetts  and  now  resides  at  Kittery  Point,  Me., 
having  reached  his  eighty-second  year.  Mrs. 
Hogle  their  oldest  child  was  liorn  in  Maine,  Janu-' 
ary  31,    1835,  and   iu    1857    was   married  to   Mr. 


George  A.  Lewis   of  New   Brunswick,   with  whom 

she  i-emovcfl  to  Anoka,  Minn.,  and  afterward  to 
(irand  Ledge,  Mich.  He  died  in  1876  and  his  loss 
was  dee[)ly  felt  in  (Jrand  Ledge  where  he  w.as  a 
proniiiu'nt  meivhant.  Her  two  children  by  that 
marriage  arc  Charles   A.  and  (i.  Iiurt  Lewis. 


"■r-m: 


"±W. 


US.  LC.dlSA  CASE.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Louisa  Case  of  Okemos,  Ingham 
///  II  County,  was  Seeley.  She  is  the  daughter 
*  of  Jesse  Seeley,  a  farmer  living  at  White 

Lake.  ( )akland  County.  She  was  married  to  Partial 
Ereuch,  a  carpentei-  by  trade  with  whom  she  lived 
very  happily  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Kenton ville,  in  18.55.  In  18(50  she  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  her  husband  being  Albert  Case. 
Mr.  Case  was  born  in  1818,  probably  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  His  father  died  when  he  w.as  four  years 
old  and  he  lived  with  an  uncle  and  grandparents 
until  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

During  the  early  years  of  his  life  Albert  Case 
conducted  a  dairy  farm  in  Ohio.  On  reaching  his 
majority  he  was  married  to  Miss  IMehit.able  Sprague 
of  Ohio  who  died  in  1858,  leaving  a  family  of 
seven  children.  He  moved  to  Michigan  in  1850 
and  purchased  a  farm  neai  Williamston,  ]\Iich. 
This  was  soon  disposed  of  and  another  was  pur- 
chased at  Pine  Lake,  Medina  Townshi]),  the  one  on 
which  the  Pine  Lake  school  building  now  stands. 

Three  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  IMr. 
and  ]\Irs.  Case.  They  are  Charles,  who  was  born 
in  1862  and  is  a  druggist  in  Bncoda,  Wash.; 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Smith,  a  daughter  of  I).  X. 
Smith  of  Pine  I>ake,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child. 
Ei'ed  Case,  who  was  born  in  1864  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Wisconsin.  Minnie  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  married  N'criial  Proctor  of  Meridian 
Township.* 

In  |)olitics  3Ir.  Case  w.as  a  Democrat,  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Okemos  and 
a  man  who  \\'as  honored  and  resjjected  by  a  large 
circle  i>f  men.     His   decease   occurred   March    23, 
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1 890.     Mrs.  Case  is  the  mother  of  two  cluldren  by 

lior  foinicr  Mi!in-i;t<it'.  They  arc  Anu'lia  wlio  died 
in  infancy  and  Kdwin  Fivncli,  a  Detroit  ini'dicai 
(■()I|ci>-(' ijraduatf.  who  is  now  a,  siu'cessful  i)!iyf<icMan 
in  the  West. 

.Mrs.  Case  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  near  Pine  Lake, 
lint  has  been  living  in  Okenios  for  the  past  six 
years.  She  is  a  lady  of  retinement  and  aliility. 
During  the  existence  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
this  city  she  was  a  consistent  member  and  still 
holds  to  llie  doctrines  of  tlinl  bod\-. 


IIIIX)  L.  DANIKLS  is  one  of  the  \iu>\  men 
h   of  Ijaiising  who  while    pushing    with  gieat 


earnestness  and  enterprise  his  business  in 
the  drug  and  real  estate  lines,  also  has 
time  to  take  his  recreation  by  raising  a  fine  grade 
of  horses.  He  has  some  good  specimens  of  stand- 
ard bred  liorses  njion  his  pl.-icc  and  also  a  line  herd 
of  Holslein  cattle. 

This  gentleman  was  lioiii  in  lOric  County.  Ohio, 
not  far  from  Xorwalk  December  l."(.  I><.'i7.  His  father, 
Titus  Daniels,  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County, 
X.  Y.  and  was  of  English  descent.  The  father  was 
marric<l  lii^t  in  New  York  and  came  to  ( )hio  at  a 
very  early  day,  settling  in  Berlin  Township,  Erie 
County,  in  1814  or  18L").  The  deed  for  the  farm 
bearing  the  date  of  18IH  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
our  subject.  He  was  teaming  between  ^Vlliaay  and 
Buffalo  during  the  AVar  of  1812.  Like  his  son 
lie  was  deeply  interested  in  breeding  tine  horses- 
He  owned  some  fine  specimens,  paying  enormous 
prices,  as  prices  went  in  those  days,  lie  paid  ><l.n(ill 
for  "Bacchus"  and  threshed  wheat  with  a  Hail 
to  earn  the  money  to  pay  for  it.  In  those  days  he 
owned  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  and  he  always 
invested  largely  in  acreage.  His  second  marriage 
tf)ok  place  in  ()hioan<l  he  was  then  united  to  .Sabra 
Sherman. 

In  his  early  life  Titus  Daniels  was  an  active  He- 
publican  and  for  a  term  of  years  served  as  a  .Instice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  liberal  donor  to  church 
and  benevolent  purjioses.     He  p.assed  away  in  Ohio 


1  in  1883,  having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  His  good  wife,  Sabia  Sherman,  daughter  of 
Philo  Sherman,  was  liorn  in  Connecticut.  Her  father 
settled  in  Wakeman.  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  our  subject's  fathei'  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His  daugh- 
ter, the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a  devout  and  con- 
scientious member  of  the  Methodist  Eiiiscopal 
Church,  and  having  trained  her  four  children  in 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Christian  religion,  she 
passed  awa\-  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  oldest  of  the  fam- 
ily and  having  been  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  hav- 
ing availed  himself  thoioughly  of  the  adv.antages 
to  be  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  he  entered 
Oberlin  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  after 
three  years  of  study  there  began  business  for  him- 
self. Going  to  iNIilan,  (Jhio,  he  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ery business  until  about  the  year  1859,  when  he 
came  into  |:iossession  of  oiu'  liiuidri'd  and  thirty 
acres  in  \'ermillion  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Lansing  (traveling  in 
his  own  con veyancc),  and  buying  a  livery  estab- 
lishment on  Washtenaw  Street,  carried  it  on  for 
some  four  years.  He  also  devoted  considerable 
time  and  enteriirise  to  imrt'hasing  horses  foi-  the 
( Government. 

In  ISfi.')  Mr.  Daniels  began  the  business  of  build- 
ing, and  holding  real  estate,  and  also  dealing  in 
pine  and  timber  lands  and  carried  on  this  line  of 
effort  up  to  the  lime  when  he  started  in  business 
at  his  present  stan<l  in  1M8-2.  He  has  built  four 
brick  stoies.  jiutting  u|)  the  Hrst  one  in  1873  and 
following  in  1878  and  1889  with  others,  and  he 
also  h.as  a  handsome  residence  on  (Grand  Street,  be- 
sides a  nnmVier  of  town  lots  and  some  Lands  in 
Northern  Michigan  where  he  has  a  farm.  Between 
the  city  of  Lansing  and  the  Agricultural  College, 
lies  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  which  belongs  to 
this  gentk'man  and  which  he  is  carrying  on  him- 
self. He  and  his  brother  Linus  L.  still  own  the  old 
homestead  in  ()hio  which  comprises  one  hundred 
acres. 

In  l.S(),S  he  began  in  the  ice  trade.  b\iying  out 
_.Mr.  Moses  R.  Taylor,  who  was  the  first  man  that 
engaged  in  this  line  of  business  and  he  still  has  ice 
houses  on  thedrand  River.     He  has  eight  buildings 
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which  have  a  capacity  of  five  thousand  tons;  they 
are  on  ^Vasliiiigton  Avenue,  Main  and  I^ay  Streets. 
In  this  liraneli  of  liusiness  lie  is  in  ijartnersliip  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  and  they  are  the  most  extensive 
ice  dealers  in  the  city. 

Among'  the  line  animals  which  Mr.  Daniels  has 
upon  his  place  we  nia\'  well  take  note  of  some  hy 
name:  "Wilkes"  and -Chance"  whicli  were  sired  hy 
Kisk's  ••Ijehnont,"  two  that  were  sired  hy  "Pascas" 
and  he  by  "Ahnont";  eight  mares  that  were  sired  hy 
"(ioodfellow";  "Goodfellow"  was  sired  by  George 
reahody,  and  he  by  "Ilambletonian  Ten."  Mr. 
Daniels  owns  "(Joodfellow".  lie  has  eight  coltsand 
seven  (illies  b.y-Easton"  In'  "namblet(_)nian  Wilkes" 
lie  lias  also  a  fine  stallion  "Kaston"  and  |)lent\'  of 
.\'oung  tine  hor.scs.  He  is  breeding  Ilolstein  cattle, 
and  has  a  herd  of  twenty-tliree  tli(.)r«)Ughbreds.  lie 
took  the  [iremium  on  liotli  <-attle  and  horses  at  the 
State  fair. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married  in  New  I>utfab>  in  18.59 
and  he  took  as  his  bride  Miss  Elmina  Fisher,  who 
was  lioi'n  in  Alliany,  X.  Y..  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Lewi.--  Fisher  wlio  was  an  early  settler  in  Oiiio  where 
he  cari'ied  on  the  carpenter's  trade  at  iJerlin.  Prev- 
ious to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Daniels  was  a  successful 
ttaclier  and  is  a  lady  of  nioie  than  ordinary  cultvue 
and  ability.  The  jiolitical  views  of  ^Ir.  Daniels 
bring  him  into  iiarniony  with  the  movements  of 
the  Republican  i)arty  and  lie  is  stanch  in  liis  lo.valty 
to  that  body.  He  is  one  of  the  iiroininent  mem- 
bers of  the  Driving  Park  Association. 


=^^ 


F.  IiAlvXES.  The  men  who  were  al  the 
root  of  matters  in  the  founding  of  a  rity 
and  started  it  on  its  upward  course  with 
energy  and  enteri)rise.  turning  its  young  forma- 
tive activities  in  the  right  direction,  and  wisely 
and  broadly  laying  the  fonndations  for  future 
l)ros[)erity,  wealth  and  usefulness,  are  worthy 
of  high  praise,  and  should  receive  the  intelligent 
appreciation  of  their  fellow-citizeus.  Such  men 
there  were  here  in  the  early  days  of  Lansing,  and 
anioiig  them  there  were  none   who  did  more  for 


its  prosperity  than  the  father  and  son,  O.  M.,  and 
O.  F.  Barnes. 

Our  subject,  who  is  best  known  as  the  President 
of  the  Central  .Michigan  Savings  B.ank,  is  also 
President  of  the  Lansing  iron  and  Engine 
Works,  and  holds  the  same  position  in  regard  to 
the  Lansing  Lumber  Company,  the  ].,ansing'  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  and  the  Lau.sing  Wheel  Com- 
pany. He  is,  as  will  easily  he  .seen,  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  city,  and  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
().  .M.  Ilarnes,  whose  great  wealth  and  enterpri.se 
have  done  much  for  the  progress  of  Lansing,  and 
who  is  connected  with  a  great  man.y  ditferent  cor- 
porations. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  lioin  at  ^lason.  Alich., November 
7,  18.56,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Iligii  Scliool 
at  Mason.  In  187()  he  entered  the  classical  de- 
partment of  the  I'niversity  of  Michigan,  taking 
his  diploma  of  A.  B.,  with  the  Class  of  '80.  He 
then  came  to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  the  iron 
works,  which  were  reorganized  that  year  as  a  ])ri- 
vate  company,  entering  into  partnership  under  the 
tirm  name  of  .larvis,  Barnes  &  Co.  This  connec- 
tion lasted  until  18S5,  when  the  business  was  re-in- 
corporated as  the  Lansing  Iron  and  Engine  Works. 
Mr.  Harnes  became  the  president  of  this  new  com- 
pany, which  has  .grown  from  the  emplo^'ment  of 
five  or  six  hands,  till  he  now  has  now  in  his  employ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  A  sketch  of  Mr.  .1. 
E.  Roe,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Ai.nrii,  gives 
fuller  details  in  regard  to  this  fine  enterprise. 

In  1886  our  subject  became  one  of  the  incorpo- 
rators of  the  Lansing  Wheel  Works,  and  became 
its  President  in  1887.  For  further  details  in  re- 
gard to  this  enterprise  our  reader  is  asked  to  con- 
sult the  sketch  of  ^Ir.  Prudden,  which  appears  else- 
where in  this  Ai.m M.  ISesides  his  connection  with 
the  other  comiianies  whicli  were  mentioned  al  the 
opening  of  this  .sketch  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Lansing  Lumber  Company 
and  is  interested  not  only  in  the  retail  yards  here, 
but  in  the  wholc-ale  business  in  Claii'e  County, 
and  also  in  Dodge,  where  the  lumber  and  shingles 
are  manufactured.  He  also  is  prominently  inter- 
ested in  the  real  estate  business  in  Lansing  and 
does  much  to  build  up  the  city  in  this  respect. 

The    gentleman    of  whom    we   are    writing  was 
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married  in  1882  at  Boston,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Mary 
W()<)(h\ard.  a  native  of  that  city,  anil  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  culture  and  cliaractcr.  She  is 
the  motlier  <>t  tliree  chihii'en — Orlando  AL,  Jr.. 
Lena  and  Mildred,  and  their  iiapiiy  home  is  the 
center  of  a  most  charniini;  social  life,  as  i\Ir.  and 
Airs.  Barnes  are  well  known  for  their  hos|)itaiity 
and  the  deliolitful  eiitertainiiient  wiiich  they  afford 
their  <>uests. 

( )utside  of  Inisiness  and  liome  life  Mr.  Barnes 
is  prominently  identilied  with  several  of  the  social 
orders  and  is  an  etiicient  puhlie  olHeer.  lie  belongs 
to  the  Knights  Templai-,  to  tiie  Knights  of  I'ythias 
and  the  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  School 
Boaid,  and  served  two  terms  as  Mayor  in  ls>H2- 
H;i.  His  political  atHliation.~  are  with  the  IX'mo- 
ciatic  party,  and  upon  that  ticket  he  was  nomi- 
nated in  \HHH  and  ISSKI  for  Congress,  rei>resenting 
the  Sixth  District  of  Michigan.  He  declined  the 
latter  nomination  as  he  prefers  to  devote  himself 
to  his  I'apidly-growing  and  engrossing  business. 
))ut  lie  is  a  man  of  great  popularity,  and  may 
truly  be  called  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising 
citizen. 


YBi 


J1--0     J      .. 


""•^.ORMAN  K.  FT^LLKR.  The  Imilding  fra- 
ternity of  Lansing  count  ainoiig  their  mem- 
bers a  large  number  of  enterprising  and 
successful  gentlemen  whose  work  in  this  city,  the 
city  of  their  choice,  has  added  greatly  to  its 
beauty  and  attractiveness  and  has  lir<night  hitlier 
home-seekers  who  desire  ta>teful  and  commodious 
residences.  Among  those  who  have  thus  aided 
effectually  in  the  ui)bnildiiig  of  Lansing  we  are 
pleased  to  mention  the  gentleman  wliose  name  ap- 
|iears  at  the  liead  of  this  brief  biographw 

.Mr.  Fuller  is  a  native  of  LeonL-fackson  C<iiiiity. 
this  State,  where  he  was  born  August  21(.  IS.'iT. 
His  father,  t^eorge  B.  Fuller,  and  his  grandfather 
were  both  natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y..  the 
former  being  born  in  1811.  The  grandfather  was 
a  prominent  man  and  for  many  years  was  Sheriff 
of  Dutchess    Countv.     The    father    owned    a   tine 


farm  in  that  county,  but  in  1834.  while  still  a  sin- 
gle man  he  came  to  Michigan,  lie  was  married  in 
Ann  Arlior  aa<l  after  that  removed  to  Leoiii  where 
he  followed  farming. 

In  1844  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  W'ill- 
iamston.  which  then  liore  the  name  of  Phelpstown, 
and  bought  land  a  mile  and  one-half  north  of  the 
\illage.  Tliree  hundierl  aiicl  twenty  acres  was  in 
this  tract  and  it  was  long  known  as  the  old  Fuller 
Farm.  Since  those  days  lie  let  the  jilacetohis 
sons  and  before  his  death  he  removed  to  William- 
stoii.  He  was  one  of  the  organizer  and  Directors 
of  the  Ingham  Comity  Alutual  F'ire  Insurance 
Comi)any  and  also  of  the  Central  Alichigan  Agri- 
cultural Society  and  was  jnominent  in  I)otli.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
and  devoted  himself  largely  to  raising  line  stock 
and  a  sii[)erior  grade  of  grain.  He  filled  the  ollice 
siitisfactorily  of  County  Sui)erintendeiit  of  the 
Poor.  Ills  ileatli  occurred  Deceml)er  21.  lH)s;i.  In 
[lolitics  he  was  a  Douglas  Democrat  and  in  relig- 
ion found  his  home  among  the  Methodist  Kpisco- 
jial  people. 

Debcnah  C.  Bunker  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y..  in  1)S1(I.  The  grandfather  Hunker 
j  was  born  in  the  East  and  was  captain  of  a  vessel. 
He  finally  came  AVest  and  died  in  Jackson  County. 
He  was  a  t^uaker  and  of  French  descent.  His 
ilaughter,  the  mother  of  oiir  subject,  passed  fr<im 
life  in  Alarcli,   1873. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  next  to  the  eldest 
in  a  family  of  nine  children  and  was  reared  mxin 
a  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seven  years 
wlieii  the  family  removed  from  Jackson  County 
to  W'llliainston.  'I'liey  traveled  by  ox-team  and 
had  to  cut  their  way  for  the  last  eleven  miles  and 
he  remembers  distinctly  the  old  log  schoolhouse  and 
the  log  house  and  how  freely  the  snakes  u.sed  to 
crawl  about  on  the  logs.  Deer  .and  Indians  then 
abounded,  as  the  Six  Nations  then  made  their  home 
there,  and  he  used  in  his  boyhood  to  go  out  to 
camp  with  the  Indians  and  lielj)  them  in  killing 
bears. 

The  boy  e.aily  set  to  win-k  upon  a  farm  and  used 
to  drive  an  ox-team,  going  to  Detroit  for  wheat 
and    Hour.     The    log    schoolhou.ses    were   his  oiilv 
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academies  of  learning  and  he  remained' at  liome 
with  liis  jiareiits  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty, 
when  he  was  apijrenticed  to  the  carpenter's  track- 
at  ^lason,  under  Matthew  P>lder,  doing  lii;<lns1 
work  on  the  old  court-house.  In  1M.58  he  can  e  to 
Lansing  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  tlie  war 
broke  <nit. 

The  marriage  of  nur  suliject  witli  iliss  Mary  N. 
Rhodes,  who  w'as  Ixirn  in  La\'ail,  St.  Lawrence 
Count}',  N.  v.,  in  l«3;i,  was  solemnized  October 
18,  1858.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Philip 
Rhodes,  whose  father.  William,  was  a  farmer  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1K12.  Philip  Rhodes  was  a  shoemaker  and  a 
farmer  who  came  to  Michigan  for  his  health  in 
1852  and  locating  in  Mason  began  the  manufact- 
ure of  shoes.  There  he  continued  iintil  his  death, 
in  18()2.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ir- 
sula  A.  Howard  and  was  born  in  ^  ermont,  a 
daughter  of  Calvin  Howard,  a  farmer  of  English 
descent  who  came  to  live  near  Ogdenshurg,  St. 
Lawience  County.  X.  Y.  She  was  the  youngest 
of  nine  t-hildren  and  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  liajitist  Chiu'ch.  in  wliicb  she  found  a  l)road 
field  of  activitj'.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was 
next  to  tlie  oldest  among  the  seven  children  of  her 
parents  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  came  fron 
New  York  to  ^Michigan,  traveling  by  steamer  to 
Detroit,  thence  by  rail  to  Jackson  and  staging  it 
to  Mason.  After  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  pub- 
lic school  she  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een and  continued  in  that  line  of  work  until  her 
marriage. 

In  August,  18G1,  Dornian  K.  Fuller  enlisted  in 
Companj'  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  being 
mustered  in  at  Grand  Rapids  was  sent  South. 
During  the  expedition  to  Ft.  Royal  he  was  taken 
sick  and  was  carried  to  Beaufort,  then  to  Annapo- 
lis and  back  to  Beaufort,  and  was  then  returned 
home  by  way  of  New-  Y'ork.  The  surgeon  of  his 
regiment,  Dr.  H.  B.  Shank,  said  that  he  could  not 
live  to  get  home  and  asked  for  a  furlough  for  him. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Hilton 
Head  in  November,  1862,  by  reason  of  physical 
disaliility  and  was  sick  for  three  or  four  years.  After 
lecovering  his  health  he  went  back  to  his  trade. 

This  enterprising  j'oungman  was  not  content  to 


remain  in  a  subordinate  position  but  put  himself 
in  training  for  better  work,  liocoming  s\ipcrintend- 
ent  for  different  contractors.  He  superintended 
the  erection  of  the  O.  !M.  Barnes  Imilding  and  the 
finishing  off  of  the  High  School  building  and  then 
Itigan  for  himself  as  a  general  contractor  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Charles  K.  'Wheeler  un- 
der the  firm  Jiame  of  Fuller  A  Wheeler,  which 
lasted  for  thirteen  years.  The  firm  undertook  ex- 
tensive and  superior  work  .and  put  up  among 
others  eight  different  buildings  f(^r  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College.  In  1887  this  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  since  then  IMr.  Fuller  has  carried  on 
the  liusiness  alone  and  generally  has  three  or  four 
buildings  "in  the  works."  He  has  just  completed 
the  Society  Building  of  the  Phi  Alpha  Pi  at  Olivet, 
Mich. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  is  at  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and  Lenawee  Streets  and  he  has  put  ujion 
this  property  handsome  improvements  and  made 
it  very  attractive.  Besides  this  he  owns  a  number 
of  building  lots  in  the  city.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  first  Fire  Department  of  Lansing 
and  for  fourteen  years  was  Alderman  of  the  Third 
^Yard.  He  was  Supervisor  also  for  seven  years 
and  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
^It.  lIo])C  Cemetery.  His  interest  in  education  lias 
placed  him  upon  the  School  Board  where  he  has 
helped  forward  materially  the  progress  of  the 
schools  of  Lansing.  In  every  way  he  h.as  favored 
and  promoted  movements  for  the  improvement  of 
the  social,  educational  and  business  interests  of 
this  city.  His  three  children  are  Ada  M.,  now 
Mrs.  C.  II.  Crane  of  Lansing;  Charles  M.,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  steel  department  of  tlie  Bement 
Works,  and  Fred  G.,  who  is  at  home.  He  has 
held  various  oflices  in  the  social  orders  to  which 
he  belongs  which  are  numerous  and  representa- 
tive. 

Both  Mv.  and  ^Slrs.  Fuller  are  devoted  members 
of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  and  Mrs. 
Fuller  is  especially  active  in  the  Ladies'  Society 
and  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety. Mr.  Fuller  is  n  "Llack  Republican"  in  ii is 
political  sympathies  and  has  been  delegate  to 
county  and  State  c(mventions.  He  has  also  filled 
l)Ositions   of    responsibility    upon    the    AYard  and 
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City  Central  Committees.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  FustiT  Post,  (i.  A.  R.  nnd 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  identified  witli  tlie 
Eastern  Star.  He  is  also  a  menilier  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  tlie  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, the  Kniglits  Teniphir  and  tlic  Ivniiilits  of  tlie 
Maccabees. 


I  y>  ,j  ,  ip  t    >  > 


EACON  CHARLES  S.  FOOTE  is  a  promi- 
nent and  sncces.sfnl  fanner  of  l>rii>litou 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  a  man 
wlio  deserves  tlie  greatest  credit  for  having  made 
his  own  way  through  life  entirely  unaided.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  comprising  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  tlie  most  fertile  laud  in  the  county 
and  located  on  section  2o,  Brighton  Township, 
Livingston  County.  He  has  thereon  a  beautiful 
home,  the  dwelling  being  not  only  commodious 
and  comfortable,  but  having  all  the  artistic  fea- 
tures that  make  it  exteriorly  as  well  as  interiorly 
the  most  attractive  jilace  in  the  neighborhood;  the 
place  boasts  the  most  modern  impiovemcnts.  His 
barns,  the  farmer's  pride,  are  large  and  show  care- 
ful attention.  Mr.  F'oote  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes  and  is  very  familiar  with  what 
pioneer  life  is,  being  a  native  of  this  8ta,te,  having 
been  born  in  Lyon  Township.  Oakland  Coiiuty, 
Felnuary  21,  18;i(i. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Linus  F'oote.  who  was  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County.  N.  V.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1832  and  located  in  Lyon  Township. 
Oakland  County,  when  there  were  only  two  cab- 
ins in  that  locality.  On  making  his  advent  here, 
he  wended  his  way  along  an  Indian  trail  and  lo- 
cated his  land.  As  soon  as  he  had  taken  up  the 
tract  from  the  Governuient,  he  erected  a  log  cabin 
which  was  eight  feet  high  in  front  and  six  feet  in 
the  rear;  this  he  roofed  over  with  bark,  and  it 
boasted  neither  windows  nor  but  few  other  con- 
veniences, showing  that  indeed,  "man  wants  but 
little  here  below." 

On  first  coming  here  our  subject's  father  found 
no  ditticulty  in  keeping  the  larder  supplied  at  least 
with  animal  food.      Deer,  bears,  wild  tnrkfys,  etc., 


were  within  constant  reach  of  his  rifle.  Neither 
were  wolves  scarce  at  that  time  and  many  were 
the  precautions  taken  to  guard  against  the  en- 
croachments of  these  most  vicious  enemies.  They 
had  many  friends  among  the  red  men  who  often 
visited  f)nr  subject's  father  in  after  years.  The 
nearest  mill  was  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  thither 
he  went  on  horseback  with  his  supply  of  corn 
buckwheat,  etc..  to  lie  converted  into  lloiii'  and 
meal. 

In  April.  I84it.  Linus  F'oote  sold  his  land  in 
Lyon  Township  which  was  then  partly  iinpioved. 
and  jjurchased  eighty  acres  on  section  2;'),  Brigh- 
ton Township.  Livingston  County.  Here  he  also 
came  as  a  pioneer  there  being  at  that  time  very 
few  settlers  at  that  place.  He  died  in  18()2  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years,  after  a  life  spent  in  hard 
work  and  struggles  to  make  a  living  in  the  new 
country.  He  was  much  respected  and  liked  by 
his  associates  and  while  in  Lyon  Township  he  was 
awarded  the  ottice  of  Supervisor,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  was  also  Treasurer  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  was  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcoiial  Church. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marri.age_ 
Mary  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York  State.  She 
survived  her  husband  by  a  number  of  years,  her 
decease  taking  place  in  1881,  she  being  at  that 
time  seventy-live  years  of  age.  She  was  the  motlier 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living. 
The  youngest  son,  Adelbert,  enlisted  and  went  to 
the  army,  where  he  died  from  the  effects  of  a  bul- 
let wound  received  :it  the  battle  of  F'redericks- 
burg. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  log  house  that  his 
father  first  erected  on  coming  to  this  State.  As 
may  be  imagined,  there  were  not  many  educa- 
tional advantages  attainable  in  his  boyhood  days; 
he  attended,  however,  the  district  school  for  about 
three  months  in  the  year.  The  place  in  which  the 
school  was  kept  was  a  log  house  with  none  of  the 
appliances  which  make  teaching  and  learning  so 
fascinating  at  the  present  time.  After  his  father's 
death  our  subject  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  paid 
off  quite  a  large  indebtedness.  Since  that  time  he 
has  added  to  the  place  until  it  reached  its  present 
line  pioportions. 
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The  original  of  this  sketch  was  mari-ied  October 
27,  lK/)9,  to  Jfiss  Elizabeth  Fuller,  who  oainc  with 
lier  ])areiits  to  Michigan  in  an  early  flay  from 
New  York.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Herbert  E.  and  Car- 
rie. The  son  is  married  and  assists  his  father  iij 
conducting  the  work  of  the  farm.  Cairie  is  a  tal- 
ented and  educated  young  lady  now  at  home. 
On  completing  her  school  course  at  home  she 
attended  the  State  Normal  at  Ypsilanti.  ]\Ir.  Foote 
is  in  his  political  preferences  a  Democrat,  altliough 
he  takes  no  active  interest  in  |iolitics.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
he  having  been  a  Deacon  in  the  chnrcJi  for  a  ntuii- 
ber  of  years.  Socially',  l)oth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F'ootc 
stand  higli  in  the  community,  being  recognized  ns 
leading  sjiirits  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  elevation 
of  the  social  tone. 


■f/_^  IRAM  A.  NICHOLS.  Nothing  is  of  deeper 
jYi  interest  to  a  student  of  liuman  nature  and 
human  events  than  to  trace  the  career  of 
one  who  has  fought  his  way  up  to  a  posi- 
tion of  jirominence  and  financial  success  by  dint 
of  his  own  pluck,  pusli  and  perseverance  and  who 
has,  notwithstanding  tlie  strugglesand  temptations 
of  his  earlier  3'ears,  maintained  a  well-earned  repu- 
tation for  probity  and  for  a  just  consideration 
for  the  rights  of  others.  Such  a  study  do  we  find 
in  the  life  of  him  whose  name  a])pears  at  the  head 
of  this  paragraph. 

The  splendid  farm  of  Mr.  Nichols,  which  is  sit- 
uated on  section  35,  Brighton  Township,  Livingr 
ston  County,  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit  from  anyone 
who  admires  a  finely  tilled  farm.  This  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  Farmington  Township,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  and  was  born  April  27,  18.35.  His 
father,  Truman  Nichols,  of  New  '^'ork  birth  and  of 
Scotch  extraction,  was  horn  in  IHll  and  grew  up 
to  farming  pursuits. 

Truman  Nichols  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Allen,  August  23,  1831,  and  about  two  weeks  later 
the  brave    young   couple   started    to  make  a  new 


home  in  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan.  He 
found  a  suitable  location  in  I*"armington  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  and  took  up  a  tract  from 
the  Oovernment  land,  wliicli  in  due  time  he  devel- 
oped into  a  line  farm.  They  were  genuini'  pio- 
neers and  endured  bravely  the  vicissitudes  inci- 
dent to  such  a  life  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  Both 
he  and  his  good  wife  were  most  conscientious  and 
devoted  in  their  i-eligious  life  and  were  active 
members  in  the  Baptist  Church.  She  is  still  living 
but  was  bereaved  of  her  husband  October  7,  1877. 
Of  their  five  children  three  are  still  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  second  s<in  in 
this  interesting  fanirly  and  upon  the  farm  and  in 
the  pioneer  log  schoolhouse  he  spent  his  boyhood. 
When  he  first  began  to  go  to  school  tlie  school- 
house  was  two  miles  distant  from  his  home  and 
the  ambitious  little  fellow  trudged  faithfully 
through  the  woods  eager  to  gain  an  education. 
When  old  enough  to  work  he  liegan  to  assist  his 
father  in  the  clearing  away  of  the  forest  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm. 

Hiram  Nichols  began  life  for  himself  in  IS5'.t, 
after  having  been  united  in  mairiagc  with  the 
lady  of  his  choice.  Miss  Frances  Parshall.  a  native 
of  this  county',  and  a  daughter  of  Luther  and 
Emma  (Roberts)  Parshall,  both  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  tlie  Wolverine  State  at  a  very  early  day. 
Mr.  Parshall  was  a  man  of  unusual  beauty  of  char- 
acter and  benevolence,  prominent  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  the  one  who  was  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  establishing  the  neat  edifice  belonging 
to  that  denomination  which  stands  near  the  home 
of  our  subject.  He  passed  away  from  this  world 
in  1870,  having  reached  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years 
and  his  devoted  wife  followed  him  two  years  later, 
leaving  four  children  to  mourn  her  loss. 

It  was  in  1859  that  our  subject  removed  from 
Oakland  County  to  the  neighborhood  where  he 
now  resides  and  two  years  later  he  jjurchasetl  the 
fai-m  which  is  now  his  and  to  which  he  has  added 
n()table  imprf^vements.  He  has  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres  of  choice  land  and  npou  ithe  has 
placed  not  only  a  Iteautiful  home  but  excellent 
and  substantial  barns,  and  he  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness of  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Two 
children,  Albert  L.  and  Arthur  B.,  have  brightened 
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tliis  home  and  to  both  of  them  the  parents  have 
extended  excellent  educational  advantages  which 
they  liave  eajjerly  emliiaced.  The  family  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  ilr.  Nichols  is  exceedingly  in- 
fluential in  the  raniis  of  the  Republican  jiarty 
wliicli  embodies  m  its  declarations  tlie  principles 
wliicli  lie  considers  the  safest  guide  for  our  na- 
tion "-i  future. 
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OX.  FKRRIS  S.  FITCII,  State  Superin- 
■^  tendent  of  I'ublic  Instruction  and  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Oakland  County  J'(jst. 
((i§)j  makes  his  home  at  Pontiac,  Mich.  He  was 
liiiin  in  the  townsliip  of  Bunker  Hill.  Ingham 
(  ounty.  Mich..  Feliruary  1.  18");5,  at  a  place  now 
known  as  Fitchliurg  from  the  fact  that  his  fatlier. 
l-'enis  S.  Fitcli.  Sr..  was  tlie  fii'st  in  this  section  to 
make  a  farm  in  tile  unlirf)ken  wilderness.  Ilis 
mollier  was  Kmnia  .1.  Bailey,  and  both  his  |)arents 
wcir  natives  of  New  York  .State,  wiiere  they  were 
married,  and  from  which  they  removed  to  iMich- 
iuan  in  1.S4H.  The  father  was  a  member  of  tlie 
.Michigan  Legislature  in  18;")3.  and  at  different 
times  was  named  prominently  as  a  candidate  for 
(iovcrnor.  in  Democratic  conventions.  He  was  a 
man  of  active  life,  yet  of  literary  tastes,  and  was 
111  religion  an  Episcopalian. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  labored  industriously 
upon  the  farm  until  at  the  age  of  sixteen  vears  he 
entered  the  Normal  .School  at  Yjisilanti.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  classical  course  in  1H7.'3  and  entered 
the  literary  department  of  the  Fniversity  of  ^ficli- 
igaii  the  .-^aine  year.  From  that  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  the  Class  of  1K77  with  tlie  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  both  Normal  School  and 
Iniversity  he  was  distinguished  for  independent 
original  scliolarship.  and  for  his  ability  as  a  writer 
and  s|)eaker.  In  the  Normal  he  acted  as  assistant 
instructor  in   Latin  during  his  .senior  year. 

After  graduating  from  the  University  ]Mr.  Fitch 
accepted  the  Chair  in  Latin  and  Greek  in  Smithson 
College.  Ind.  Soon  after  beginning  his  work  there 
lie  became    active    President    of    the    eollesife   and 


thoroughly  reformed  its  government  and  system  of 
instruction.  In  1.H78  he  accepted  the  principal- 
ship  of  the  Pontiac  High  .School  at  a  very  critical 
time.  From  the  first  he  was  master  of  tlie  situa- 
tion and  soon  restored  harmony  to  the  institution. 
Here  he  .served  for  three  and  one-half  years,  when 
he  was  made  Superintendent  of  the  City  Schools. 
HeeontiiHied  to  hold  this  position  until  .luiie.  1890, 
when  he  resigned,  against  the  expressed  wishes  of 
the  entire  Board,  to  enter  the  field  of  journalism  as 
editor  and  manager  of  the  (killaiid  Couiilti  Post. 

Though  naturally  of  a  practical  and  conserva- 
tive mind  our  subject  is  a  progressive  educator, 
and  the  inveterate  foe  of  the  |)f)uring  in  process, 
and  of  cramming  the  young  mind.  He  is  the  peer 
of  any  man  in  the  State  in  the  study  of  intellectual 
themes  as  well  as  the  science  of  ]>olitical  econ- 
omy and  civil  administration.  His  nomination  in 
the  fall  of  1H;)(I  to  the  oHice  of  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Insliuetion  was  entirely  unsought  and 
unexpected,  but  was  the  unanimous  and  sponta- 
neous .action  of  one  of  the  most  repi-e.sentative  con- 
ventions ever  assembled  in  ^Michigan.  The  nomi- 
nation was  made  by  Hon.  C.  R.  Whitman,  Regent 
of  the  State  University,  and  was  enthusiastically 
received  by  educatois  of  all  jwrties  throughout  the 
St.'ite.  Ilis  election  wiis  considered  an  indication  of 
a  healthful  condition  in  educational  circles  and 
prophei'V  of  still  greater  progress  for  the  future. 
'Sir.  Fitch  was  married  August  4.  1881,  to  Lettie 
M..  daughter  of  (ieorge  I),  and  IMary  A.  (Park) 
Humphrey.  One  child  lias  blest  this  union — Con- 
stance, who  was  liorii  March  ;').  1!S88. 

A  portrait  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fitch  is  proentecl  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume. 
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OIIN  RYAN  is  the  imblisher  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Liviiu/ston  ('omilii  iJciiKii-nil. 
which  is  published  at  Howell.  He  was  born 
in  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston  County, 
this  Slate,  in  18r)8,and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Connor)  Ryan,  who  .settled  in  Hamburg  in 
IHK2,  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
county,  taking  u])  (bivernmeiit  land,  of  which  our 
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subject's  father  owned  three  hundred  acres.  The 
family  occupied  the  log  house  which  was  erected 
on  the  place  for  several  years.  They  later  addurt 
man^-  imi)rovenients  to  tlie  place  and  our  subject's 
father  resided  tlu'ie  until  his  decease,  in  1883, 
beiny  tlien  seventy-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  i)olitics  and  a  member  of  the  Catho- 
lic ('hurcli. 

(Jur  subject  is  the  eldest  of  his  parents'  faniil}'. 
The  others  are:  Edward.  .lames  and  INIary  (Mrs. 
Mrs.  ^I.  D.  Sullivan),  .bihn  ivyan  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  the  winter  of  1885.  He  had 
))een  educated  in  the  common  and  High  Scliools 
of  Washtenaw  County,  this  State.  In  the  fall  of 
1884  lie  w.is;  elected  County  Clerk  and  assumed 
the  rights  of  his  office  .lanuary  1,  188;'),  holding  it 
for  two  terms,  during  which  time  he  read  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  liar  in  .lanuary,  1889. 

Our  subject  liegan  the  practice  of  his  jn-ofession 
at  Howell.  About  the  same  time  tlic  p.'ipci-  of 
wliich  he  is  now  the  proprietor  w.as  offered  for 
sale,  and  he  i)urehased  it  in  February.  18;)(),  and 
has  since  run  it,  employing  tiiree  men  and  a  lioy 
in  the  otHce.  It  is  a  weekly  journal,  having  two 
thousand  subscribers,  and  is  ))rinted  on  a  Taylor 
power  press  which  is  run  by  steam.  He  also  does 
a  large  amount  of  advertising  and  jof)  work.  'Sir. 
Ryan  is  the  owner  of  considerable  land  in  the 
State  and  also  of  the  old  homestead.'  He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  First  Slate  and  Savings  Bank  of 
Howell,  and  one  of  its  Directors.  For  two  years 
he  wa^  Township  Clerk  of  Hamburg,  and  lield  tlie 
ottice  of  S\ipervisor  for  two  years.  He  is  (me  of 
the  prominent  and  lising  young  men  of  this  lo- 
cal it  v. 
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M.  POTTER  is  the  editor  of  the  A//kn»;^ 
Seitiinpl  of  Lansing,  Ingliam  County,  the 
State  organ  of  the  F^armers'  Alliance  and 
the  Industrial  Union  of  Michigan.  He  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  Berkshire  County,  Mass..  April 
11,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Daniel  B.  Potter, 
who  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Robert  Potter,  an 


Englishman,  who  settled  in  Warwick,  R.  I.  The 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  War  of  1812  and 
a  farmer  and  wagon  manufacturer  at  Cheshire.  In 
this  business  tlie  father  w.as  also  engaged  and  was 
a  Captain  in  tlie  State  Militi.n.  The  mother,  Dolly 
W.  Hall,  was  a  daughter  of  Simeon  Hall.  She  be- 
came a  widow  in  1844  and  herself  passed  away    in 

i    1851. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age  attended  Ft.  Edward  Institute  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  185(;,  settling  in  Rome  where  he  at- 
tended the  Dickenson  Institute.  In  the  spring  of 
1857  he  went  to  F]lgiii.  III.,  as  a  clerk,  and  in  .\u- 
gust,  18G1.  he  enlisted  in  Company  .\,  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  taken  sick  in  camp  and 
laid  aside  for  over  a  year  with  diphtheretic  fever 
and  the  doctor  said  he  would  not  live,  and  so  the 
Captain  never  reported  him  as  an  enlisted  man. 
Afic]-  his  recovery  he  took  a   position  as  clerk   in 

,  Chicago  in  the  dry  goods  house  of  Potter  Palmer, 
but  .as  his  health  was  not  firmly  established,  he 
found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  come  to  Michigan 

I    where  he  was  afterward  employed    in    a    store    at 

!    Rome. 

In  18()4,  Mr.  Potter  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth V.  Hriggs  of  Adams.  Mass.,  and  located  upon 
a  farm  in  Armada,  Macomb  County,  and  in  18fi8 
took  u])  the  business  of  general  merchandise  in  that 
])lace,  being  a  memlier  of  the  firm  of  Potter  &  Mc- 
Cluskey.  but  two  years  later  sold  out  and  took  the 
position  of  a  clerk.  In  1872  he  ran  for  State  Leg- 
islature on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  three  years 
later  he  became  the  assistant  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  and  for  a  few  years  sub- 
sequent to  this  he  followed  the  business  of  a  trav- 
eling salesman. 

In     1879    Mr.    Potter    established    the     Lansing 

j  Sentiiifl  as  a  Greenback  paper,  the  name  of  which 
he  has  now  changed  to  the  AUiance  i>enthit'L  He 
is  State  organizer  for  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
State  Lecturer  and  organizer  for  the  Citizens'  Al- 
liance and  was  Cit\'  Assessor  for  two  years.  He 
has  twice  been  nominated  to  Congress  by  the 
smaller  parties,  but  of  course  has  not  received  an 
election  as  their  strength  was  not  sufficient.  His 
five  children  are:  .Tohn   B.,    Anna   Fl,    Daniel    B., 
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.lulia  M.  nnd  (Uaee.  The  eldest  son  is  an  artist 
and  the  second  an  engraver,  while  Anna  is  the 
State  Secretary  of  Ihe  Karmers"  Alliance.  He  is  a 
Spiritualist  in  his  belief  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the  Maccabees  and  the  Knights  of 
Labiir. 

®  ___j~^<     i     >[^-o ■ -^ 
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yfelLLARl)  C.  BROWN,  M.  1).  One  of  the 
f  prominent  young  phj'sicians,  who  has 
\y^  already  made  himself  a  name  and  fame-  in 
the  pretty  village  of  Brighton,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  has  taken  kindly  to  the  social  condi- 
tions in  the  Wolverine  State,  although  he  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  having  been  born  in  Scho- 
harie County.  .luly  -i;'),  l«r.7.  lie  is  at  that  .age 
that  is  vivified  and  intensilied  by  enthusiasm  for 
his  adopted  career  and  having  had  the  best  oppor- 
tunities for  study,  he  is  well  [irepaied,  not  only  to 
practice  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  profession, 
but  to  make  original  rcseai-ch  and  discoveries. 
Were  there  not  a  chance  of  progressing  in  his 
chosen  course,  our  subject  is  of  a  nature  to  "  throw 
physic  to  the  dogs." 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  a  prominent  family  in  the  Kast,  one  that 
has  taken  a  distinctive  stand  in  all  matters  of 
of  progress  and  governmental  advancement.  He 
is  a  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Brown,  a  native  of  Otsego 
County.  N.  Y..  who  has  been  a  minister  in  the 
Christian  Cliurcli  neaily  his  wliolc  life.  He  began 
preaching  the  ( iospel  when  only  seventeen  years 
of  age.  but  was  not  especially  educated  for  the  suc- 
cessful pursuit  of  his  chosen  profession  until  aftei' 
his  marriage.  He  has  preached  for  over  forty  years 
and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  woiU. 

The  niotlier  of  oui'  subject  liore  the  maiden  name 
of  Nancy  ■Mcllencli.  She.  also,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  there  died  in  1«(;.!.  having  been 
during  her  life-time  both  a  help  and  inspiration  to 
her  husband  in  tlie  higher  ])ursuit  of  his  chosen 
calling.  She  was,  and  has  been  during  the  greater 
portion  of  her  life,  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Dr.  Brown  is  tlii'  eldest  of   three  sons  born  to  his 


parents.  The  second  son,  Rev.  .lames  Irving  liiown. 
is  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church,  having 
begun  his  ministerial  work  !it  the  age  of  nineteen 
yeais.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Starkcy  College,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  ministerial  work  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota.  The  third  son  is  also  a  preacher.  Rev. 
William  T.  Brown  felt  the  call  to  (iospel  work, 
like  other  meml)ers  of  his  family  at  a  very  early 
age,  lieinu'  but  sixteen  years  old  when  he  Itegan 
preaching.  He  is  now  p.astor  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  New  Bedford,  Mass..  the  largest  and 
most  important  religious  body  in  that  New 
Kngiand  city.  Since  beginning  his  work  he  has 
enjoyed  the  best  educational  advantages,  first 
graduating  fi-om  Starkey  College,  then  from  Union 
College,  of  Schenectady.  \.  Y..  then  from  Yale 
I'niversity. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  village  and  High 
Schools  of  his  native  place.  In  187fi  he  commenced 
reading  medicine  under  Dr.  I).  M.  Leonard,  of 
Broome  Center.  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  After 
taking  quite  an  extended  course  under  this  dis- 
tinguislied  physician,  in  1!S7'.»  he  entered  the  medi- 
cal de|)artment  of  the  I'ni versify  of  New  York 
City,  and  graduated  in  1881.  While  studying  in 
New  York,  he  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  being  an 
attend.ant  at  the  clinics  in  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Ininieiliately  after  finishing  his  medical  course 
in  New  York  our  subject  came  to  Brighton  and 
associated  himself  with  Dr.  McHench,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  ])hysicians  in  this  portion 
of  the  State,  and  a  relative  of  him  of  whom  we 
write.  One  year  later.  Dr.  lirown  removed  his  lo- 
cation to  South  Lyon,  where  he  continued  practice 
until  1888.  In  lK8i)  he  returned  to  New  York 
City  for  the  i)ur|>ose  of  taking  a  general  course  of 
lectures  in  stugery  and  general  diseases,  after 
which  lie  I'C-locateil  at  Brighton,  where  he  now  en- 
joys a  fine  priictice. 

Generously  gifted  menially,  and  with  a  bright 
prospect  before  him  in  a  jjrofessional  way,  life  was 
not  complete  until  the  domestic  altar  had  been 
erected,  and  this  was  placed  and  the  household 
gods  so  stationed  that  they  smiled  serenely  on  the 
con|)le  in  1882,  at  which  time  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  In  mai-riage  to  Miss  Louisa  Becker. a  native 


830 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


of  Bi'igiiton,  whose  jiavental  home  is  still  in  this 
place.  Thus  the  circle  of  life  with  its  radiatinof 
interests,  was  comi)lete(l.  One  child  lias  enriched 
and  l)lessed  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  de- 
voted and  attractive  young  wife.  He  has  heen 
luinied  William  Iivino-. 

Our  suliject  is  in  his  [lolitical  predilection  a  Re- 
[lulilican.  While  at  Lyons, he  was  honoied  b.v  the 
oflice  of  Health  Otticer  aiid  while  discharging  the 
duties  incident  to  this  position,  distiuiruished  him- 
self by  the  a]iplication  of  his  knowledge  of  sani- 
tai'y  laws  and  ivgnlations.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  f rater nity,  and  is  Past  (i rand 
Master  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  FeUows. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
and  is  local  medical  examiner  for  the  last  named 
society.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted  and 
earnest  members  of  the  Christian  Cliurcli.  Tlicy 
are  young  people  from  whom  emanates  a  spirit  of 
progress  and  jjurity  of  ])iu  pose,  and  hence  exert 
the  best  influence  in  their  chosen  field  of  lalmi-. 


_y 


^^  LFRED  :M.  (iKKCOHY,  the  former  po|>ular 
and  eflicient  Supervisor  of  l>ocke  Town- 

jjj  lii  ship,  Ingham  County,  is  one  of  the  most 
(^1  prominent    and    thrifty     citizens    of    this 

county,  and  is  a  native  of  Oakland  County,  this 
State,  where  he  was  lioru  April  27,  1840.  He  is 
the  son  of  Almond  and  Flora  K.  (iregory,  natives 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut  respectively,  who 
migrated  to  Oakland  County  at  an  early  day  and 
there  reared  to  manhood  thi,>  son.  He  received  a 
common-school  education  and  in  due  time  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Fannie,  daughter  of  Frank- 
lin O.  Jones,  of  Oakland  Covuity. 

Six  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
worthy  wife  and  five  are  now  living,  namely: 
Charles,  Norton,  Flora,  Benjamin,  Renrick  and 
Ruel  (deceased).  In  1873  jMr.  (iregory  came  to 
Ingham  County  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  h.as 
since  been  his  home.  He  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land  which  he  has 
gained    I)}'   his  own    efforts  and    euteri)rise.       He 


taught  the  district  .school  for  eleven  terms  and  was 
a  popular  teacher,  hi  polities  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  he  was  elected  Sujiervisor  of  his  township  in 
1881,  after  which  he  served  for  eight  successive 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. 


^OSFl'Il  SIBLFY,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Onon- 
daga Township,  Ingham  County,  was  born 
in  Push,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Deeember 
13,  1817,  and  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Anna 
(Bills)  Sibley,  both  natives  of  New  F^ngland,  who 
settled  in  the  al)ove  named  county  soon  after 
theii'  marriage  and  there  remained  throughout  life. 
The  father  held  some  township  offices  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  They  wei'c  the  jiarents 
of  thirteen  children  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
tenth. 

John  Sibley  was  reai-ed  in  Hush,  Monroe  County, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  l\oche.ster,  N.  Y.  He  remained  on  the  old 
homstead  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1838,  entering  into  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Martin  K.,  and  buying 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud  wheic  our 
subject  now  lives. 

Mr.  Sibley  cleared  his  farm  and  h.as  lived  up- 
on it  for  fifty- three  years,  and  has  nearly  all  of 
hisf)ne  hundred  and  sixty-live  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  done  most  of  the  work  upon  his  place 
liesides  teaching  .school  considerably  in  his  younger 
years.  He  was  a  Republican  until  recently  l)ut 
now  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

I'pon  New  Year's  Day,  1841,  our  subji'ct  was 
niarrie<l  to  Miss  Charlotte  Whitman,  of  Springpoit, 
Jackson  County.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  Octo- 
ber ()'.  181;'),  and  is  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Chai'- 
lotte  (.Vustiu)  Whitman,  [jioneers  of  Jackson 
County.  To  this  worthy  couple  seven  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Carrie  ()..  Charles  II., 
Alva,  Homer  W.,  Hubert  J.,  luiima  and  Elsie  L., 
and  three  of  these  have  passed  to  the  other  wfirld. 
The  son,  Charles,  lives  at  home  with  his  father  and 
is  Supervisor  of  Onondaga  Township;  he  married 
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Jliss  Emilia  Brook,  of  Albion,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. Frank.  George  and  Bessie.  Homer  W.  is  a 
stonecutter  at  Clinton,  Mich.,  ami  miiiricd  Mis> 
Klla  Picrson.  iluhcrt  .1..  a  fanner,  iii.-irried  .Miss 
.Minnie  (oilman  and  lias  li\c  cliildLcii,  K\eveU  ('.. 
Kdith  yi.,  (irace,  Scott  and  Clyde.  Kmma  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  B.  AVheeh'r.  of  l>eslie,  this  State. 
The  oldest  daughter,  Carrie,  wiio  isnow  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Alva  Austin,  of  .lackson.  and  left 
one  child,  Adelbert. 


^ 


m 


1  OSHIA  K.  KHJKLANI).  Among  the  prom- 
inent, influential  and  wealthy  agriculturists 
anil  representative  i)ioiieers  of  Ingham 
County,  none  is  more  worthy  of  our  notice 
than  the  well-known  and  efticient  Supervisor  and 
Treasurer  of  Leroy  Township.  Seneca  County, 
X.  Y.,  is  his  native  home  and  he  was  born  January 
1,5, 1821,  being  a  sou  of  Benjamin  Kirkland,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  Nancy  Knight,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  whose  ln'otlier  was  a  soldier  in 
the  W.ar  of   1812. 

His  father's  farm  in  New  York  was  the  scene  of 
.lo.shua  Kirkland's  boyhood  days,  and  his  education 
was  largely  taken  in  the  district  schools,  which 
gave  him  a  good  foundation  for  future  studies, 
which  he  has  taken  by  himself.  Ilis  father  pursued 
the  trade  of  a  tailor  as  well  as  carrying  on  a  farm. 
I'he  marriage  of  Joshua  Kirkland  with  Rebecca 
Morehouse,  which  event  took  i)lace  September  21(. 
1843,  brought  him  three  children,  of  whom  his  son 
Charles  of  Grand  Ledge,  is  the  only  one  living. 
After  the  death  of  Mi's.  Rebecca  Kirkland  our  sub- 
ject was  a  .second  time  united  in  niairiage  witli 
Mrs.  Nancy  Brown,  the  widow  of  I'riali  Ihown.  of 
Livingston  County.  By  this  marriage  which  took 
place  in  18;j2  two  children  were  born,  one  of 
whom.  Elmer,  is  living  and  makes  his  home  in  Le- 
roy Township.  He  married  a  third  wife  in  1  si72. 
They  Jived  together  four  years.  She  left  JKune 
and  our  suliject  obtained  a  liill  finni  Ini-.  The 
present  Mrs.  Kirkland  Ijore  the  name  of  Xiiia  R. 
Latlirop  and  she  became  Mrs.  Kirkland  in  18  77. 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  daugliter,  Cornelia. 


( )ur  subject  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1844,  mak- 
iiiu  Ilis  home  in  Livingston  County  until  18.02,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Ingham  County  and  during 
the  rn>l  year  o|)erated  a  steam*  .sawmill,  one  of  the 
liist  in  tills  region.  He  traded  this  mill,  which  was 
known  as  the  I'lxlunk  Mill,  for  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  lives,  wliicli  was  tlieii  an  unbroken  forest. 
For  nearly  a  year  the  family  resided  in  a  log  ealiin 
and  they  then  built  a  better  home.  This  gentle- 
man has  seen  much  pioneer  work  and  has  endured 
many  ])rivations  and  hardships.  He  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  .acres  of  land  in  Wlieat- 
lield  and  Leroy  Townslii[)s.  By  his  own  hard  work 
and  enterprise  he  has  acquired  lliis  handsome  jirop- 
erty  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  helped  forward  in 
every  way  possible  any  movement  which  had  for 
its  aim  the  elevation  of  .society  and  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Kirkland  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  but  is  not  active  now  in  that  order. 
For  several  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  ]>eroy 
Township,  in  which  office  he  was  unusually  efficient. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  a  life  well  spent  and  the  resjiect  and  esteem 
which  is  their  iust  and  natural  meed. 


^p^ 


IIARLFS  H.  SIBLEY.  The  farming  com- 
munity of  any  county  forms  its  bone  and 
^»^'  siuew,  and  uiion  tlie  character  of  that  part 
of  its  citizens  must  depend  much  of  the  future 
histoiy  of  that  section.  Thrift,  industry  and  integ- 
rity must  abound  or  misfortune  and  hard  times  will 
cnnic.  no  matter  what  the  tinancial  condition  of  the 
c(nin try  or  the  wealth  uuderlying  the  sod.  Ingham 
County  has  been  blessed  in  a  constituency  of  noble 
upriglit,  industrious  farmers  who  have  developed 
it-;  resources  and  brought  it  to  a  standing  with  the 
other  counties  (if  the  .State. 

Mr.  Sibley,  who  has  a  tine  ftirni  in  ()nonday:a 
Township,  was  lioni  upon  the  spot  where  he  now 
lives,  August  11.  l.s!l.  his  parents  being  Joseph 
and  Charlotte  (Whitman)  Sibley, a  sketch  of  whom 
will  lie  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Charles 
is  their  secoml  child  and  received  his  early  trainiiiw 
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upon  the  furiii  niul  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  during  liis  earlier  years  and  afterward  at- 
tended school  at  Eaton  Rapids  and  studied  iu  the 
union  scliools  of  Lauising.  He  remained  at  home 
until  about  twenty -four  years  of  age  and  then  went 
to  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  worked  for  three  years 
for  the  Ganoe  it  Goodrich  Trasportation  Company 
after  which  he  spent  four  years  with  the  Ph(enix 
Furniture  Company  in  the  same  city. 

In  1877  Mr.  Sibley  returned  to  the  farm  and  has 
since  given  his  undivided  attention  to  farming. 
He  rents  his  father's  farm  and  carries  it  on.  It 
was  while  he  was  living  in  (irand  Rapids  that  he 
entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance,  choosing  as  his 
life  partner  Miss  Emma  Garrett,  of  Albion,  ISIieh.. 
and  they  were  married  iu  April,  1873.  She  is  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the  mother  of 
three  promising  children:  Fianc.  (xeorge  L.  and 
Bessie  E. 

The  Democratic  party  formerly  cunimanded  the 
vote  and  influence  of  our  subject,  liut  lie  is  now 
casting  his  ballot  with  the  Industrial  party.  In 
1890  he  received  the  election  to  the  office  of  Super- 
visor of  Onondaga  Township,  and  being  re-elected 
in  the  spring  of  1891,  he  is  now  serving  his  second 
term.  Anything  which  pertains  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture  is  of  importance  in  his  eyes  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  one  of 
its  trusted  counselors. 


iK'HARI)  SEATON.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  typi- 
cal American,  having  risen  from  an  humble 
position  in  which  povert}'  was  his  main  in- 
heritance, to  his  present  station  in  life  in  which  he 
enjoys  a  pleasing  degree  of  afHuence.  His  success 
has,  however,  not  made  him  indifferent  to  the  sor- 
rows and  needs  of  the  great  majority.  His  heart 
is  open  to  all  and  if  he  cannot  give  a  bit  of  com- 
fort of  the  substantial  nature  he  at  least  always 
bestows  a  kind  and  encouraging  word  ujjon  the 
distressed  one. 

Richard  Seaton  is  the  son  of  .Joseph  and  Eliza- 
hetii  (Morton)  Seaton,  natives  respectively  of  Lin- 


I  colnshire  and  Nottinghamshire,  England.  Our 
,  subject's  father  was  born  in  Faldwinsworth  Town. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  the  parent  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  were  boys.  They  were:  .Tohn,  Will- 
iam, .loseph,  Richard  and  Robert.  The  four  girls 
were  Ann,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca  and  ^NLargaret.  .lohn, 
.loseph  and  Richard  came  to  the  United  States  and 
finally  settled  in  Michigan.  Joseph,  however,  died 
in  Illinois. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  9,  182t),  in  Middle- 
raison,  Lincolnshire,  England.  He  was  raised  a 
farmer  and  to  the  thriftj^  ways  common  among 
the  English  yeomanry.  He  was  deprived  of  edu- 
cational advantages,  but  his  native  wit  and  bright- 
ness did  much  for  tlie  youth.  Our  subject  came 
to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  was  on  the 
ocean  for  six  weeks  and  one  day;  he  landed  in 
Canada  and  came  from  CJueljec  to  Ponliac,  reach- 
ing that  point  .lune  12,  1845,  with  no  friends 
and  ^1.5  in  del  it.  A  brother  worked  in  I'untiac 
for  nine  years  at  anything  he  could  get  to  do. 
Our  subject's  first  half  month's  work  received 
the  remuneration  of  $.5,  whicli  represented  a 
foitnight's  lal)or  in  the  fields  during  the  haying 
season.  In  18,54  he  came  to  the  place  where  he 
now  resides,  locating  on  .section  11.  Tliere  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  and  has  since  added  forty  more. 
Since  that  time  he  has  steadily  advanced  in  finan- 
cial position  and  his  place  has  been  made  very 
valuable  by  the  improvements  that  he  has  put 
upon  it.  His  residence  is  a  fine  brick  house  that  is 
tasteful  in  design  and  roomy  in  size.  It  is  entirely 
unincumbered  nor  does  our  subject  owe  a  dollar  to 
anyone.  He  has  moreover  the  pleasant  assurance 
that  tliere  is  money  enough  laid  up  for  a  rainy  day 
oi'  for  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  old  age. 

.May  12,  1844.  Mr.  Seaton  was  married  to  Emily 
West,  a  daughter  of  Roliert  and  Susan  West  of 
Middleraison,  Lincolnshire,  England.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  the  outcome  of  this  union.  They  are  as 
follows:  Roliert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven;  Joseph;  Emily,  now  Mrs.  I'almer;  Elizabetli, 
who  is  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Harrison;  Alice,  who  mar- 
ried John  Bristol;  Frances,  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Bristol,  and  John  Franklin. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  with  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  for 
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forty-five  j-ears  they  have  been  actively  connected 
with  the  interests  of  that  body  and  liave  ever  been 
liberal  siii^pfirtors  of  the  (iospel  work.  A  Denioernt 
in  politics,  our  subject  is  uot.  Iiowever.  so  rabid 
but  what  he  can  see  good  in  all  men  Mud  parties. 
He  is  an  honored  and  resi)ected  citizen  and  a  kind 
friend  to  the  poor  and  needy.  His  wife  is  a  noble, 
true-hearted  woman  whose  bright  cheerfulness  is  a 
tonic  to  the  des))ondent  or  sorrowinij.  She  has 
been  the  affectionate  helpmate  of  her  husband  in 
bis  career  and  is  deserving  of  the  greatest  consid- 
eration by  all. 

iI/_  ox.  FRANK  (i.  RorXSNlLLE.  lie  wiiose 
I  name  adorns  this  page  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  an  honorable  and  talented 
family.  The  same  traits  which  made  his 
father  successful  in  the  various  interests  in  which 
lie  was  engaged  is  discovered  in  the  son  in  an  aug- 
mented degree.  Naturally  of  a  daring,  speculative 
nature,  his  dealings  in  this  direction  have  been 
modified  and  toned  by  a  well-balanced  judgment 
and  a  trained  conservatism.  He  is  at  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  City  Council,  to  which  he  generously 
gives  a  large  portion  of  his  time  from  his  varied 
interests  in  a  commercial  way.  licing  a  dealer  in 
lumber,  grain,  wool  and  produce,  and  one  of  the 
most  active  and  energetic  business  men  in  Fowler- 
ville,  Livingston  C(nint3'. 

A  native  of  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  he  of 
whom  we  write  was  born  in  I'nadilla  Township, 
Febiuary  \X.  1848.  He  is  a  son  of  AVilliam  K.  and 
Sylvia  M.  (Torrey)  Rounsville,  natives  of  'IVmip- 
kins  and  Tioga  Counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  The 
lather  was  an  artist.  He  came  to  Michigan  about 
184.5,  and  settled  in  I'liadilla  Township,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  fanning.  Like  most  men  who 
have  the  artistic  instinct,  there  was  something  of 
the  Bohemian  about  him,  and  he  was  not  content 
to  settle  down  in  one  place  without  assuring  him- 
self in  a  personal  way  of  its  superior  advantages 
He  soon  went  to  Wisconsin,  thence  proceeded  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  w.as  engaged  in  stock-rai.sing. 
and  in  1863  returned  to  Michigan  and  relocated  in 


Unadilla  Townshiji.  During  the  last  years  of  his 
life  he  made  his  home  in  Fowlerville,  passing  away 
into  the  hereafter  in  December,  1864.  His  wife 
survived  Inm  some  two  years,  her  decease  occur- 
ring in  May.  l.Sfi'.l.  Our  subject's  father  was  Clerk 
of  I'nadilla  Township  for  two  terms.  He  was  a 
Repulilican  and  an  earnest,  progressive  man.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin  anil  Anna 
(Citford)  Rounsville,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
They  were  there  eng.aged  in  farming,  although 
they  spent  their  latter  years  in  New  York.  He  was 
the  father  of  five  children — Robert,  William,  Ben- 
jamin, ilelissa  and  Cynthia.  The  two  ladies  are 
now  residents  of  Minnesota. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  Seth 
B.  and  Elizabeth  (Stedman)  Torrey,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  former  was  a  contractor  and 
builder  and  came  to  Michigan  about  1846.  He 
settled  at  I'nadilla,  this  county,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  and  was  also  a  farmer;  he  died  in  1869. 
His  wife  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in 
Oceola  County,  this  State.  During  Mr.  Torrey "s 
lifetime  he  was  Township  Clerk  and  Road  Com 
missioner.  He  li.nd  a  family  of  five  children. 
They  are:  Sylvia  M.;  Ann  E.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Glinn;  (ieorge  S.;  Margaret  S.,  who  difd  at  ten 
years  of  age;  Elinor  S.,  now  Mrs.  Patterson;  Sarah 
E.,  who  is  ]\Irs.  Howell.  The  two  latter  live  in 
Ingham  County,  this  State.  A  Democrat  politi- 
cally, socially  Mr.  Torrey  was  a  ]Mason.  His  par- 
ents were  \Villiam  and  Mehitable  (Baldwin)  Tor- 
rey, natives  of  Connecticut.     The  former  died  in 

Tioga  County.    N.    V..  leaving   seven   children 

^\llliam,  Samuel,  .lohn.  Sai-ah.  Rhoda.    Betsev  and 
Hattie. 

The  Rounsville  family  are  of  Fi-ench  origin,  as 
may  be  conjectured  by  the  name,  and  in  the  his- 
tor\-  of  that  country  they  take  a  high  stand  as  pa- 
triots and  law  makers.  The  Torrey  family  is  of 
Scotch  origin.  Oiu-  subject  treasures  a  .souvenir  of 
his  ancestors,  the  Rounsvilles,  that  is  in  the  ff)rm  of 
a  bookmark  of  an  arm  rocking  chair.  The  first 
representative  of  the  Rounsville  family  in  Amer- 
ica came  over  in  the  ■•^layfiower."  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  one  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  li\ing.  They  are:  Frank  (J.,  Charles  IL, 
George  W .  Mud  Fred  N.     Charles  H.  is  a  farmer  in 
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Dellii  Tuwiishii).  liigliiuu  C'ounty;  (leorge  W.  is  a 
wholesale  butcher  in  Lansing,  and  Fred  N.  is  also 
a  ))utelier  at  the  same  place. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  educa- 
tionid  advantages  offei-cd  in  the  district  scliools 
and  in  the  High  Schools  of  Ovid,  Clinton  County. 
After  finishing  his  course  he  taught  for  three 
winters  in  Livingston  County.  He  made  his  liome 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age,  being  engaged  in  teaching  and  farming. 
His  home  place  is  within  the  present  limits  of 
Fowlervillc.  In  1H7;3  lie  iiurchased  eighty  acres, 
and  during  the  last  thirteen  years  has  given  his 
attention  as  above  stated,  being  the  middleman  be- 
tween, the  iModucers  of  Michigan  and  the  Large 
buyers  of  hunber,  cereals,  wool  and  produce  in 
the  metropolitan  markets. 

Mr.  iJounsville  is  a  man  of  marked  executive 
ability,  which  is  recognized  by  his  co-laborers.  He 
was  elected  to  represent  his  home  county  in  the 
Legislature  of  1887-88.  He  has  been  Supervisor 
for  two  terms  and  also  School  Inspector.  For 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  City  Council 
and  during  the  last  live  terms  has  figured  as  the 
Piesulent  of  the  city.  He  lias  also  been  Clerk  of 
the  Council  several  times,  and  during  his  legisla- 
tive term  he  secured  the  passage  of  several  measures 
that  have  been  greatly  to  the  adv.antage  of  this 
locality. 

Life  being  nut  complete  without  a  home  and  the 
close  ties  of  the  domestic  rel.ation,  our  subject 
was  married,  November  28,  1872,  to  Mrs.  Helen 
M.  .loiies,  of  Fowlerville.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  A.  and  Ann  E.  (Torrey)  Glenn,  natives  of 
New  York,  and  born  in  Seneca  and  Tioga  Coun- 
ties respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1834,  settling  in  Dexter, 
AN'ashtenaw  County.  His  father  was  Robert,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Unadilla  and 
the  first  to  build  a  house  in  East  Unadilla,  he  him- 
self platting  the  village.  He  was  the  proprietor 
-ind  owner  of  a  sawmill  and  gristmill,  and  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  interests  of  the  county.  He 
died  in  Unadilla.  His  son.  Nelson  A.,  lived  in 
tliis  townshii),  where  he  engaged  in  farming  a 
number  of  years  before  his  death.  He  was  a  Ma- 
son and  an  Odd  Fellow;  his  decease  occurred  De- 


cember 1,  1870.     He  was    the   father  of   two  chil- 
dren— Helen  M.,  Mrs.  Rounsville,  and  George  II. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  an  adherent  of  Demo- 
cratic principles  as  a  rule.  Socially  he  is  a  niember 
of  both  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  now  Master  for  the  fifth  time  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Rounsville  has  a  fine  home 
and  l)eautiful  surroundings.  His  wife  was  a  most 
estimable  and  charming  woman,  seconding  tlie  ef- 
forts of  her  husband  most  admirably  in  all  pro- 
gressive directions.  They  had  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren— Clyde  died  in  infancy;  Rose  E.  passed  away 
when  eight  years  of  age,  and  but  two  are  now  liv- 
ing— Claude  G.  and  Anna.  JNIrs.  Roiins\  ilie  died 
December  9,  1888. 


IfkM  Iv^  -lE.MLMA  ANN  SNYDER.  The  pio- 
neer women  of  Michigan  passed  llirough 
wonderful  exi)eriences,  and  it  is  well 
worth  tlie  while  of  tlu'  young  people  of 
to-day  to  sit  at  tlieir  feet  and  learn  of  them  les- 
sons of  industry,  courage,  perseverance  and  reso- 
lute determination,  for  they  exercised  all  tliese 
traits  in  their  early  occupancy  of  our  State,  and 
they  have  come  out  of  the  conflict  worthy  to  bear 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

]Mrs.  Snyder,  who  is  now  a  lady  of  sixty-seven 
years,  iiad  her  birth  in  1824,  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  she  was  married  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.  Her  present  home  is  in  Conway  Town- 
shii), Livingston  County,  where  she  carries  on  a 
farm  of  some  eighty  acres.  Her  father,  Isaac 
Dickson,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
wife,  Betsey  (Niciiloy)  Dickson,  bore  to  him  nine 
children,  five  daughters  and  four  sons,  of  wiioni 
.Mrs.  Snyder  is  the  tliird  child  .and  .second  daugh- 
ter, .lacol)  Nichloy,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
had  a  family  of  nine  children. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Snyder  was  Jemima 
Dickson,  and  it  was  in  1843  that  she  w.as  united 
with  Mr.  Henry  Snyder,  by  whom  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  daughters  and  three  sons,  namely: 
Elizabeth,  deceased,  who  married  Mr.  Martin  Ben- 
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jainin:    Alice,   deceased;    Ira,  who  married   Sarali    ' 
Leedlc,  and  lia?^  two  cliililifii :    .Inlni  II..  who    mar- 
ried   JMelviiia    Wiitsie;     Owi'ii.    wIki    iiiairiccl     Ma 
Barker,  and  hat*  one  cliild. 

I'pon  lier  \vi'll-ciiltivate<l  t'aiiii  ]\lrs.  Snyder  if^ 
c!irr_viiig'  on  a  general  farming  liiisines.s.  and  slu' 
lia:<  ^een  this  couutrv  grow  up  from  a  wilderness 
Id  lis  present  prosperous  and  populous  conditii)n. 
When  she  first  came  here  there  was  no  land  cleared 
except  that  which  is  now  occupied  by  iMr.  Sabin. 
They  built  a  log  house  16x2()  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  by  haul  toil  she  and  her  husband  gained  a 
i-omfortable  competency.  Her  beautiful  home  was 
built  some  tvventy-thiee  years  ago.  and  she  has 
three  good  barns  which  were  erected  [previous  to 
that  time.  Henry  Snyder  was  a  hard  working  . 
man.  and  in  his  political  views  a  Democrat.  His 
sons  are  stanch  I'l'oliibitioni.sls,  who  sympathize 
with  the  Farmers"  ;\Iutual  Benefit  A.ssociation. 
Mr.  Sn3'der  departed  this  life  in  18^(4.  leaving  his 
widow  and  children  to  mourn   his   irrcpaialile  loss,    i 


^b^ 


■•jEOROE  L.  ADAMS.  .V  journalist  and  one 
who  is   the  molder  of  public    oi)inion    to  a 

-jfi]  large  extent  has  it  in  his  power  to  wield  an 
immense  influence  for  good.  Unfortunately  at  the 
present  day  sensationalism  is  found  to  pay  better 
than  literary  merit,  consequently  our  journals  are 
lilled  with  items  that  nnght  well  cause  parents  to 
hestitate  to  place  the  journal  in  the  hands  of  their 
children.  Luckily  this  sensational  style  is  more 
prevalent  in  the  ver3'  large  cities  than  in  smaller 
towns  and  the  minds  and  morals  of  the  mas.ses  are 
left  untainted.  He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  is  one  who  feels  the  responsibility'  of 
his  position  a^  pro|n'ietor  of  the  Fowlerville 
Heview,  considering  that  liis  work  is  as  much  an 
educational  one  as  that  of  the  preacher  or 
preacher. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a  native  of  Oakland  ('o\in1\.  this 
State,  and  was  kept  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  nine  yeais  ami  then 
went   to  New  Hudson    in    Oakland  ( 'ounlN,  where 


he  remained  for  five  years,  thence  he  came  to 
Mount  Mori'is.  iVt  fourteen  years  of  age  our  sub- 
ject began  the  practical  business  of  life  for  himself 
lie  was  in  a  drug  .store  at  Mt.  Morns  for  one 
year  and  then  went  to  Evart.  Oceoia  (  ounty. 
this  State,  there  engaging  in  carpenter's  work  and 
followed  that  line  mitil  1874.  At  that  same  place 
he  began  to  learn  the  printer's  trade,  giving  up 
])art  of  one  year  to  it.  AVhen  AVillard  II.  Hess 
lame  to  Fowlerville  he  with  our  subject  began  the 
publication  of  the  Fowlerville  iieyicw.  The  senior 
member  was  a  practical  printer  and  and  a  veteran 
in  newspaper  work.  The^  conducted  their  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Hess  &  Adams,  our 
subject  continuing  to  learn  the  trade  under  his 
partner.  He  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  stock  in 
1H7S. 

After  disposing  of  his  jiaper  the  original  of  our 
sketch  established  himself  in  the  grocery  business 
hut  continued  in  that  only  eight  months,  afterward 
embarking  m  the  hardware  business  with  Mr. 
Kelso  in  Wcliberville.  He  remained  thus  connected 
until  .lanuarv  1,  1879,  when  he  sold  out  and  re- 
turned to  Fowlerville.  He  then  purchased  the 
pa|)er  that  he  was  instrumental  in  establishing.  It 
had  become  defunct  and  the  work  of  revivifying 
it  was  eijual  to  establishing  a  new  organ.  He  has, 
however,  been  very  succe.ssfid  in  the  work  and  has 
continued  the  publication  of  the  sheet  until  the 
present  time.  It  is  independent  in  politics.  Aside 
innn  his  own  work  he  keeps  two  printers  con- 
stantly eniplo\cd  in  the  ollk-e  besides  those  outside 
gathering  the  news. 

Mr.  Adams  established  the  donustic  lelation 
October  1,  1874,  at  which  he  united  his  fate  with 
that  of  Miss  Carrie  Tannei-  of  this  place.  Mrs. 
Adams  is  a  most  estimable  lady  of  marked  intel- 
lectual ability  and  having  great  refinement.  Mr. 
Adams  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  "Workmen, 
to  tlic  (iood  Templai-s  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance.  Outside  of  his  journalistic 
work  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  wi'ite  has  amassed 
a  very  comfortable  conipetenc3  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  Adams  Hand  Cyliudi'r  Press,  in  which  he 
has  a  one-half  interest,  being  the  patentee  of  the 
presses  that  are  maiiufactui-eil  in  this  village.     Our 
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;<ul)jeft  has;  struiialed  luud  for  the  position  that  lie 
lias  gained  in  joiiriialistie  work.  Years  of  patience 
were  required  before  he  could  attain  the  footing- 
desired,  and  his  mark  is  yet  above  him  as  is  that 
of  all  good  and  progressive  men  everywheie.  He 
with  liis  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Ejns- 
co))al  Church  and  h.as  held  every  official  position 
in  the  body  to  which  he  belongs.  He  is  now  Class- 
Leader,  Steward, Trustee  and  Treasurer.  He  is  the 
chorister  in  the  church  and  is  Sunday-school 
Superintendent  at  the  (iriswold  schoolliouse  south 
of  the  village.  He  is  a  man  who  does  not  spare 
liirnself,  if  by  throwing  himself  into  tlie  breach  he 
can  help  along  a  fellow-being. 


r^ 


iTr^OSEKLL  SHAW.  Although  himself  fol- 
ll^rf  lowing  the  serene  and  jieacefiil  calling  of 
Ji  \\\  an  agricultui'ist,  our  subject  is  a  meiiilier  of  a 
^^@y  family  that  has  traveled  extensively,  gain- 
ing by  personal  experience  and  observation  knowl- 
edge of  couutiics  and  peojjles.  Our  subject's 
father  was  Klienezer  Shaw,  a  native  of  ^lassachu- 
setts,  who  ill  an  early  day  went  to  Canada.  He 
was  in  the  War  of  1S12  and  on  going  to  the  Brit- 
ish Dominion  was  there  married  to  a  Miss  Stephens. 
That  union  was  blest  by  the  advent  of  two  sons 
and  three  dauglitcrs,  whose  naiiii's  are  .lames,  Bet- 
sey, llnldah,  Susan  and  Koseell.  After  a  short 
residence  in  Canada  the\  proceeded  to  Grand 
Island  where  the  father  died,  the  place  of  his  de- 
cease being  only  about  six  miles  from  Niagara 
Falls. 

Our  subject  was  Ixn-u  .Inly  '20.  is-i.'i.  iu  l>i-aiif(ird. 
Canada,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  started  nut 
in  life  for  himself.  For  five  years  he  worked  li\ 
the  month  on  the  Krie  C;iu:il  nnd  then  engaged  as 
an  emi)loye  on  a  farm,  following  that  work  until 
he  was  twenty-six  years  of^ige,  at  which  time  he 
was  married  to  Ruby  Kent,  a  daughter  of  .Tosephiis 
Kent,  a  resident  of  New  York.  In  1X4;')  our  sub- 
ject came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Williamston 
Townshi])  on  a  farm  of  fifty  acres.  This  he  sold 
and  then  bought  eighty  acres  where  he  now  I'esides. 
The  tract  which  our  subject  purchased  and  which 


is  mentioned  above,  was  virgin  soil  and  was  cleared 
and  broken  by  him,  he  putting  up  the  buildings  as 
time  and  fortune  jjermitted.  Wholly  without  re- 
sources, his  energy  and  industry  have  m.ade  him  a 
success,  so  that  now  he  has  accumulated  a  com- 
tVirtable  property.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  five  children.  They  are,  .lames,  William, 
Kuby,  Etta  and  Susan.  Mrs.  Ruby  Shaw  was  taken 
away  about  1859,  and  he  married,  in  September, 
IK61,  Miss  Fanny  Ilicoek,  a  daughter  of  Zachariah 
ilicock,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  an  early  settler 
in  Ingham  County,  where  he  died  about  1871. 
This  wife  did  not  long  siu'vive  and  Mr.  Shaw  was 
again  mari-ied,  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Lamb,  a 
daughter  of  James  Laml),  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  emigrated  in  an  early  day  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Lorain  County  and  later  in  AYood  County,  finally 
locating  in  Ingham  County  nearthe  city  of  Mason 
where  he  died;  the  mother  still  survives  and  at 
seventy-eight  years  of  age  possesses  her  faculties  to 
a  remarkable  degree. 

Mr.  Sh.aw  is  a  memlier  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
He  was  drafted  in  the  late  war,  but  feeling  that  he 
w.as  needed  at  home,  he  hired  a  substitute.  A  Demo- 
crat in  liis  political  piinciples,  he  is  and  always  has 
been  loyal  to  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Industrial  Inion..  To  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  third  wife 
have  been  born  the  following  children:  Florence 
M.,  Fred  R.,  Iva  B.,  Frank  .1.  and  Bertha  B.  All 
are  still  at  home  witli  the  exception  of  Frank  .7., 
who  died  when  about  two  veais  of  aye. 


()EL  C.  CHOATE.  The  thought  that  we 
are  now  as  much  in  eternity  as  we  ever  shall 
be  is  one  that  must  be  strengthening  to 
those  whose  feet  are  nearing  the  brink  of 
the  river,  where  farewells  will  l)e  said  to  the  friends 
on  this  side  in  order  to  give  a  fond  greeting  to 
those  on  the  other.  There  is  but  one  life,  but  it 
changes  its  ph.ase  and  form  to  suit  its  new  condi- 
tions and  when  one  h.as  reached  fourscore  and  four 
years,  almost  can  one  feel  the  stirring  of  the  new 
imimlsc  and  life  under  the  old  form. 

One  of  the  i)ioneers   in    Michigan,  our  subject 
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came  in  with  the  jubilee  that  was  felt  by  the  early 
settlers  when  Michigan  was  ailiiiitti'd  as  a  State. 
He  is  now  an  extensive  farmer  on  section  3. 
Handy  Townshi)).  Livingston  C'onnty.  having  lo- 
cated the  same  lanil  in  183(1.  wjiicli  was  patented 
to  him  directly  frt)m  the  (Government.  Two  years 
later  he  came  tt)  make  his  residence  here.  It  was 
heavy  timlier  land  and  the  lirst  slielter  that  their 
foresight  afforded  was  a  log  house  which  answered 
every  purpose  in  tlie  crudity  of  the  woods  and  the 
time  and  there  they  lived  for  about  fifteen  years, 
when  the  first  house  was  replaced  by  a  substantial 
frame  dwelling  and  later.in  187(5, he  built  his  present 
fine  home. 

Mr.  C'hoate  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  there  born 
Dccemlier  13,  1807.  His  parents  were  William  and 
Polly  (C'onkey)  Clioate,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  former  was  a  farmer  by  tailing  but  by  trade 
was  a  liootand  slioe  maker.  AN'hen  only  eight  years 
of  age  the  lad  .loci  was  motherless,  and  in  1837 
his  father  came  to  Jlichigan  and  not  a  great  wlule 
after  died  in  Jackson  County.  There  was  a  fainil\ 
of  twelve  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing— our  subject  and  Stephen  P.  who  lives  at  Three 
Rivers,  this  State;  he  is  by  profession  a  physician 
and  surgeon  now  retired  from  active  business.  The 
grandfather  was  William  Clioate.  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut. While  a  lad  our  subject'attended  school 
in  ^'erlnont  and  'ifter  going  to  New  York  he  made 
his  home  with  his  luothers.  working  on  the  farm 
and  attending  scliool  at  ]\Iiddleburv.  Cenesee 
County,  X.  Y.  He  remained  witli  them  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  set  out  for  him- 
self until  he  came  West  in  1836.  He  paid  ten  shil- 
lings an  acre  for  his  first  real-estate  investment  in 
this  State  and  for  a  time  made  his  home  with  his 
hidther.  Hazel.  .Vfter  working  out  for  one  year 
he  came  to  his  farm  when  he  licgan  the  work  of 
clearing  the  limber  and  from  that  time  to  this  has 
not  ceased  to  make  improvements  ui«)ii  the  place. 
In  a  liusiness  way  he  is  a  self-made  man.  having 
acquired  his  present  handsome  property  liy  his  own 
unaided  elforts.  He  has  been  engaged  in  raising 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  and  in  breeding  tine   horses. 

Mr.  Choate  has  been  awarded  various  township 
ortiees  and  lias  greatly  helped  the  county  by  liis 
enterprise  and   progressive  ideas.     He    has    never 


been  able  to  sum  up  courage  to  leave  the  bachelors 
ill  order  to  become  a  Benedict,  and  although  he  has 
a  beautiful  home  it  is  ))resided  over  In'  a  house- 
keeper, Mrs.  1).  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Sophia 
]Mastic.  Mrs.  Hall  is  a  widow  and  the  mother  of 
two  children.  3Iis.  Hall's  mother  kept  house  for 
Mr.  Choate  for  thirty-six  years  after  her  husband's 
death. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  man  who  can  lie 
depended  upon  to  contribute  lii)erally  of  his  time 
and  money  in  any  measure  or  enterprise  that  prom- 
ises to  be  for  the  adv.antage  and  lienefit  of  the  lo- 
cality in  which  he  lives.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
and  the  only  one  now  living  ujion  land  taken  up 
at  that  time  in  this  township.  On  first  coming 
here  the  nearest  market  was  at  Dexter,  a  distance 
of  tiiiity  mih's  fioiii  his  home  and  the  nearest  mill 
w.as  at  I'iuckney,  sixteen  miles  away  and  over 
rough,  unworked  roads  and  through  heaviest  tim- 
lier. He  is  to-day  one  of  the  wealthy  and  represen- 
tative farmers  of  this  tfiwnship. 


^^IS' 
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ICHARD  T.  URlGtrS.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  IS  well  known  for  his  honesty  and 
integrity  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of   the 

)'  liusiness  community  and  the  res[iect  and 
liking  of  a  broad  and  inrtueiitial  aciiuaintauce. 
He  is  a  representative  iiioneer  of  Locke  Township 
liigliam  County,  and  a  native  of  Canada,  where  he 
was  lioin  Ajiril  11.  1832.  being  a  son  of  Stanley 
and  Ann  Ihigirs.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  In  the  fall  of  1841)  he  came  with  his 
l)arents  to  Clinton  County,  this  State,  and  in  1847 
he  aided  his  father  in  buildins  the  first  frame 
house  in  Lansing  and  heljied  a  Mr.  Lovejov  a 
butcher  to  kill  and  dress  the  first  beef  creature  that 
was  slaughtered  in  Lansing. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  i)io- 
neer  merchants  of  Lansing.  His  children  who  sur- 
vive are:  Chathering.  .Tames,  ^fary  (Mrs.  Hunt). 
Richard  T..  and  Elizabeth  C\Irs.  Whiteley).  It 
was  in  1848  when  the  family  ienH>ved  to  Ingham 
County  and  Richard  had  already  been  in  his  fa- 
ther's em|il(>y  for  a    number  of   vears   at  Lansinu-. 
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Hisi  school  a(l\  :uit;ijit's  luicl  ln-eii  exceedingly  limit- 
ed and  his  education  has  lieen  almost  entirely  the 
result  of  his  extensive  course  of  readin"'  which  has 
made  him  tlie  intelligent  gentleman  which  he  is 
today- 

l'|Min  February  8.  \H;)'A,  this  young  man  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aurilia  Hunt  a  native  of 
Oakland  t'ounty,  and  daugjiter  of  Levi  and  Au- 
rora Hunt,  pioneers  of  that  county.  Her  father 
was  one  of  the  first  navigators  between  Detroit  and 
Saginaw  and  sailed  with  Captain  Ward  on  the  Lakes. 
Six  children  blessed  their  home  and  of  this  num- 
ber live  are  now  living,  mimely:  Edwin,  Xora 
(Mrs.  Frank  Maxwell).  Dick.  Anna,  Minnie  (di'- 
ceased),  and  Myrtle. 

in  1856  Mr.  Briggs  settled  ui)ou  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives,  and  at  that  time  there  liad  not  been 
a  tree  cut  upon  the  place.  He  erected  a  log  cal>in 
14x16  feet  in  dimensions,  and  it  w'as  a  number  of 
years  before  he  erected  the  attractive  Innne  which 
now  stands  upon  the  farm.  He  farmed  with  ox- 
tcanis  in  those  early  days  and  there  were  no  roads 
tiu'ough  this  part  of  the  county.  He  owns  ninety- 
six  acres  of  land  wliicii  lie  lias  brought  from  tlic 
condition  of  a  wilderness  to  that  of  a  richly  culti- 
vated farm,  lie  is  identified  with  the  Farmers' 
.\lliance  and  in  his  political  \  lews  he  is  in  sym- 
(jath}-  with  the  Democratic  jjarty.  The  re]>utation 
of  a  first-class  huntsman  and  good  shot  was  his  in 
tiie  early  days  and  even  now  he  delights  in  going 
hunting.  For  the  first  three  .years  of  his  residence 
here  he  furnished  with  his  ritle  all  the  meat  whicii 
was  brought  to  the  fami]\    larder. 


MOinDlUFFF.      ri 


that  life 


lierc  IS  a  sayiii; 
at  twenty  is  a  tragedy,  at   forty    a    comedy 

</  and  at  sixty  a  roaring  farce,   which   means 

that  as  the  years  pass  one  learns  that  the  few  years 
spent  here  are,  after  all.  but  an  incident  in  ■  the 
great  eternity  and  each  little  phase  (if  the  career, 
inn)ortant  as  it  may  seem  at  the  time,  loses  to  a 
great  extent  its  significance  and  individuality  and 
become  a  part  simply  of  "when  I  was  a  boy"  or 


"when  T  was  a  young  man."  He  of  whom  we 
write  has  alread}'  ])assed  the  septngenarian's  mile 
post,  having  been  born  March  27,  1820,  in  Pal- 
myra Township.  Wayne  County.  X.  Y.  He  is  now 
a  resident  on  section  1,  Handy  Towiislii]i,  Livings- 
ton Countw  having  come  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  his  present  location  in  lS(i7.  Here  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  line  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (.Vllen) 
Durfee,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York 
respectivel\-.  The  former  was  employed  as  a  farmer 
in  that  State  and  continued  in  the  callingnntil  his 
decease.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  preference 
and  fielongs  to  that  quaint  religious  body  com- 
monly called  Quakers,  more  pleasantly  Friends,  who 
have  given  some  of  the  noblest  characters  to  the 
world — peojilc  whose  lives  are  models  of  purity 
and  cleanliness.  Stephen  and  Mary  Durfee  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  only  three  of  ^vlioni 
are  now  living.  The  eldest,  Chloa,  is  Mrs.  Under- 
wood; Anna  D.  is  Mrs.  AVicks;  then  comes  our 
subject. 

Mr.  Dill  fee's  grandsire  was  Gideon  Durfee,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  later  moved  to  New 
York  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  had  a  large  family.  c(nnprising  twelve  children. 
He  was  a  Federalist  in  party  inclination  and  gave 
the  whole  of  his  warm  Irish  nature  to  any  cause 
that  he  espoused.  The  original  of  our  sketch  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  and 
then  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  W.ayne 
County  ill  the  township  of  Lavonia  ill  1846.  On 
coining  to  this  State  he  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
same  for  twenty  yeans.  During  that  time  he  held 
various  offices  in  the  township,  especially  those 
concerning  educational  matters. 

\t  the  expiration  of  the  time  above  mentioned 
Mr.  Durfee  traded  his  farm  in  Wayne  County  for 
his  present  farm  in  Handy  Township,  IJvingston 
County.  He  was  united  in  matrimony  in  1841  to 
Miss  F^liza  .1.  (air,  who  died  leaving  him  one  son, 
whose  name  is  F^dgar,  now  of  F'entonville,  Mich. 
This  young  man  married  Elizabeth  Bennett,  who  is 
now  deceased;  she  left  a  family  of  four  children 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


839 


— Elmer,  Everette,  Jesse  and  Elman.  By  the  f^i-i- 
ond  marriage  he  was  united  to  Allie  Johnson  and 
is  the  parent  of  three  ehihlren  liy  tliis  union- 
Clarence.  Claude  and  Freddie. 

After  living  some  timealone  omsulijeet  niarrie(l 
his  wife's  sister.  Cordelia  Carr.  She  was  a  native 
of  Palmyra  Township.  \\'ayne  County,  Js.  Y.  Her 
parents  were  David  and  Rebecca  (Evans)  Carr. 
natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  lather  was  a  farniev 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  li-!44.  He  settled  in  Shia- 
wassee County  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming, 
remaining  tintil  his  decease.  They  liada  family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  six  only  are  now  living. 
They  are  James  E.,  Jlrs.  Durfee,  David  A.,  Rebecca 
M..  Caroline  A.,  who  is  Mrs.  Harder  and  Emily. 

Nine  children  grace  the  union  of  oiu-  sul)ject  and 
his  present  wife.  They  are  Eliza  J.,  Henry  II.. 
Stephen.  Clarence,  Helen  \.  Alfred.  Eliza  married 
Mr.  Hughes  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child — Inis  ('.; 
Henry  H.  married  Saville  Allen  and  is  the  parent 
of  tliree  children — Daisy.  Bessie  and  (Jral;  he  i>  a 
successful  farmer  in  this  county.  Stephen  married 
Ettie  D.  Pitts;  theii'  union  has  lieen  hlest  by  tlie 
advent  of  three  childien — Archie  .V..  Elroy  H.  and 
Ethel  H.,  the  last  named  being  twins.  Clarence  M. 
married  Carrie  Atkins;  they  have  four  children — 
Mabel,  Erma,  Emfiry  and  Percival;  two  of  these 
children  are  by  a  former  marriage  of  Mrs.  Dur- 
fee with  George  Hack.  Helen  Y.  now  Mrs.  Eugene 
Cheeney;  she  also  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Pearl,  Blanche,  Yern  and  Lester  H..  who  is  de- 
ceased. Alfred,  William,  Edith  and  Annie  aie  the 
remaining  members  of  the  family. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  sought  to  give  his 
children  ever}'  advantage  in  an  educational  way 
possilile  to  their  condition  and  location.  They 
have  all  had  the  aih'antages  of  a  liberal  education 
and  are  intelligent,  and  refined  men  and  women 
who  take  a  prominent  iiosition  in  society  wherever 
found.  Stephen  is  princijial  of  the  High  School 
at  Yernon,  Shiawa.ssee  County,  this  State;  Alfred 
is  engaged  in  teaching  in  a  High  School  in  Col- 
orado; Helen  has  been  a  teacher  as  have  also  Edith 
and  Annie.  'I'liey  are  all  graduates  from  tlic  High 
School. 

Mr.  J)urfee  is  a  Kepublicnn  in  his  political  senti- 
ments.     P"or  nianv  vears  he  has  been  :\   nieniber   of 


the  Odd  Fellows  and  belong>  to  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance of  this  section.  He  is  a  man  who  ranks  among 
the  first  of  the  agriculturists  in  this  region.  Mr. 
Durfee's  father  is  the  first  man  that  ever  raised  a 
liuildinii  in  Palmyra.  X.  Y.  without  distributing 
whisky.  He  inaugurated  his  temperance  i)rinci- 
j)les  by  giving  a  fine  supper  instead  of  the  intoxi- 
cants. Our  subject's  great-grandfather  came  fi'oni 
Ireland  in  17.'i()  and  >ettled  in   liliode  Island. 


e^+^^— ^ 


AYH)  :M()()I)Y.  The  I'.ritisli-Aincrican 
)j;  citizens  of  Michigan  are  a  fine  class  of 
ff^iwr  sturdy,  stalwart  men  of  i)luck  and  princi- 
[ile,  who  ha\e  made  their  ni.ark  and  a  good 
one,  and  have  beenhel]iful  in  the  developmentand 
progress  of  the  Wolverine  State.  Amongthem  we 
seldom  find  any  man  who  falls  below  the  average 
in  ability  or  enterprise,  and  amf)ng  those  who  are 
far  above  this  middle  line  we  find  tlie  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  writing, 
and  whose  lumie  is  situated  uj)fin  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  on  sections  1  and  2  of 
Howell  Township. 

Oiu'  suliject  was  born  in  the  cit.\'  of  York,  Eng- 
land, February  8,  181G,  his  honored  ])arents  being 
James  and  Mary  (Carter)  Moody.  The  father  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Durham  and  the  mother  was  a 
Yoikshire  lass.  In  his  younger  days  .lames  ]\Ioody 
was  engaged  in  traveling  in  various  parts  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  Init  he  decided  to  emigrate  to 
the  New  World  and  in  \H•2l^  came  to  Amei'ica  and 
settlint;-  in  the  townshi))  of  Schu\'ler,  Oneida 
County.  X.  Y..  he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he 
(■(uitinued  until  death  called  him  lience,  leaving  a 
family  of  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  only  one  now  surviving.  The  father  of  James 
Mofidy  was  a  Scotchman  who  emigrated  to  Eng- 
land and  made  that  his  home,  and  he  in  tiu'u  was 
the  son  of  a  I)a\id  Moody  from  whom  our  subject 
gets  his  name. 

David  Moody,  the  younger,  was  brought  up  like 
other  fanner  boys  with  plenty  of  hard  work  and 
outdooi'  exercise,  and  after  studying  in  the  district 
schools  of  ( )neida  Countv.  X.  \..  he  made  his  home 
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with  his  fathei  until  that  paioiilV  death.  He  then 
continued  to  cany  on  tlie  farm  until  1868  when  he 
came  West,  and  purchasing  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives,  Iniilt  a  beautiful 
home  and  a  line  set  of  barns  and  settled  down  to 
do  general  farming.  Before  coming  here  he  had 
held  the  office  of  Assessor  in  Oneida  County  for 
nine  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Moody  which  took  place  in 
1839  united  him  with  Miss  Betsey  (^eer,  daugluer 
of  Dyer  and  Sarah  (Briggs)  (ieer.  To  this  home 
came  one  child,  .lames,  who  has  married  Esther 
Bentley  and  has  one  daughter,  Mary  B.  They  make 
their  home  in  Cohoctah  Township.  Mrs.  Betsey 
Moody  passed  from  this  life  in  1852  and  the  sec- 
ond Mrs.  Moody  was  married  to  our  subject  in 
1H()8.  Her  maiden  name  was  Amanda  F.  Huston 
and  she  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Laura  (Bentley) 
Huston  of  Canton,  Wayne  County,  Mich. 

Both  INIr.  and  Mrs.  bloody  are  earnest  and  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clnirch,  and 
he  has  been  a  Steward  of  the  church  and  is  now  a 
Trustee,  and  has  taught  in  the  Bible  class  for  some 
twenty  years.  He  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist  in  his 
political  views  and  an  earnest  worker  for  temper- 
ance in  every  line.  Sarah  A.,  the  daughter  of  our 
subject,  received  her  education  in  Howell  Township 
and  has  taught  music  for  some  time.  ]\Ir.  Moody 
is  considered  one  of  the  most  ]jrosperous  farmers  of 
Howell  Township,  and  is  universally  respected  foi' 
his  sterling  qualities  and  true  neighborly  kindness. 
Tlie  father  of  our  subject  often  heard  the  celebrated 
Pitts,  Fox  and  Sheridan  in  the  House  of  Commons 
in  their  alile  and  eloquent  oratory. 


^^>^^<l 


isy^ 


BEL  S.  AUSTIN,  M.  D.  The  profession 
(CC"*'// Hi  which  rejiresents  the  beneficent  healing 
!4  art  has  many  nol)le  members  whose  lives 
are  filled  with  acts  of  goodne.ss,  and  whose 
most  strenuous  effort  is  to  attain  that  skill  which 
is  necessary  in  saving  life  and  restoring  health. 
Such  a  life  work  raises  a  man  above  the  sordid 
motives  which  actuate  many  of  mankind,  and  gives 
to  life  a  meaning,  which   more   mercenaiv  callinijs 


cannot  grant.  We  are  therefore  always  gratified 
to  be  able  to  introduce  to  our  readers  the  phys- 
icians who  have  won  for  themselves  n  high  jilace 
in -the  profession  in  Livingston  County. 

Dr.  Austin,  of  Fowlerville,  i^  one  of  the  most 
[irominent  physicians  and  STirgeons  in  the  State, 
having  had  an  extensive  practice.  He  was  boin 
in  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  February 
26,  1835.  His  father,  Oliver  Austin,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  his  mother  Harriet  Sealey,  was 
born  in  London,  England.  Oliver  Austin  was  an 
extensive  farmer  in  his  early  days  and  is  now  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead,  having  retired  from 
active  life.  He  is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Disa  Aus- 
tin, who  were  Vermonters  ])\  birth  and  moved  to 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  in  their  early  days. 
There  they  engaged  in  farming  and  late  in  life 
removed  to  Potsdam  village,  where  they  spent 
their  later  years.  Four  of  their  five  children  arc 
still  living,  namely:  Phineas,  .Jr.;  Oliver,  Lucy, 
and  Melissa.  The  son  who  died  bore  the  name  of 
Joseph. 

Harriet  Sealey,  who  became  tiic  inotlici-  of  our 
subject,  came  to  America  when  a  cliild  of  seven 
years,  and  passed  her  girlhood  in  the  Eastern 
States.  After  her  marriage  with  Oliver  Austin  she 
became  the  mother  of  a  numerous  household,  and 
ten  of  her  seventeen  children  are  now  living, 
namely:  Dr.  Abel  S.,  of  Fowlerville,  Dr.  George 
O.,  of  ]\Iorrice.  Shiawassee  County;  the  Rev.  Charles 
W..  pastor  of  the  Dansville  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Emma,  Mrs.  Swift;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Collins; 
Helen,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bramley,  who  was 
formerly  the  I'residing  Elder  of  the  Black  River 
Conference  in  New  York;  Alice,  Mrs.  (Tarliek; 
Francene,  Mrs.  Nelson:  Dr.  Edwin  II.,  of  Gaines, 
Genesee  County,  IMich..  and  Edward  J.,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead.  The  latter  two  are 
twins.  The  father  was  formerly  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party.  In  their  church  relations  this 
family  are  earnest  and  active  members  of  the 
ISIethodist  Episcopal  Churcli. 

Having  spent  his  younger  days  upon  the  Ikhiic 
farm,  young  Austin  studied  at  the  Academy  at 
Potsdam  and  came  West  in  the  fall  of  1856  set- 
tlinff  at  Waukeshaw.  Wis.,  where  he  taught  school 
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for  three  years,  putting  in  all  his  spare  time  in  tlu 
study  of  medicine.  His  first  preceptor  wa?-  Dr.  ( 
A.  Leustroni  of  Waukeshaw  and  he  attended  lei  t- 
ures  durinii'  the  fall  of  1859  and  during  the  spring 
of  1860  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  He  began  his  first 
praetice  at  Argentine,  in  (Tcne.see  County,  Mich., 
and  took  his  second  course  of  lectures  in  186.5  at 
the  Cleveland  medical  college.  After  receiving 
his  diploma  he  was  appointed  as  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  I'nited  States  army  and  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  until  near  the  close  of  tlie  war. 
at  which  time  he  was  taken  sick  and  resigned. 

Returning  to  Argentine  the  young  physician 
remained  tiiere  luitil  his  health  was  finally  estab- 
lished and  he  then  went  to  Byron,  Shiawassee 
Country,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  active  practice. 
While  there  he  liuilt  up  a  large  practice  and  had 
an  extensive  ride.  In  187.3  he  sold  out  his  busi- 
ness in  Byron  and  coming  to  Fowlerville  estab- 
lished himself  here  in  his  profession.  He  has  farm- 
ing interests  mi  this  county  and  owns  a  farm  of 
one  liundred  and  thirteen  acres,  three  miles  south- 
east of  the  village.  He  has  also  interested  himself 
in  fine  stock,  and  now  owns  the  celebrated  stallion 
•'Nestor"  who  has  a  record  of  2:26:^.  He  was 
foaled  ,]une  9.  1880,  and  the  doctor  is  now  raising- 
some  of  his  colts.  No  horse  in  the  county  has  ever 
had  so  fine  a  record  as  "  Nestor."" 

Dr.  Austin  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes 
in  P'owlerville  and  over  it  presides  with  gracious 
dignity  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  m  1861. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Emma  Cable  and  her  parents 
were  David  and  .Sarah  (Calhoun)  Cable  of  Detroit, 
who  had  their  nativity  in  New  ^(nk.  When  they 
first  came  West  they  made  their  home  at  Redford, 
Wayne  Countj',  whei-e  Mr.  Cable  was  the  first 
merchant  in  the  place.  His  last  daj'S  were  spent 
in  that  village,  and  his  wife  died  at  Jlorenci.  ^licli. 
The  doctor  and  his  wife  have  two  children,  Arthur 
and  Eva.  Arthur  is  now  a  physician  and  i'eu<l 
medicine  first  with  his  father  and  then  with  Dr.  1 . 
A.  Mctiraw  of  Detroit,  the  leading  surgeon  of  IMicli- 
igan.  The  young  man  received  his  diploma  .mI 
Detroit  in  the  medical  college.  During  his  studies 
in  the  college  at  Detroit,  he  a.ssisted  in  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  for  one  year.  After  graduating  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  witli  his  fntliei'  in 


Fowlerville  where  he  ieniaine<l  four  years,  then 
locnling  in  ( Jreeii  ville.  Montcalm  County,  and 
after  one  year  there  returned  to  Fowlerville  and 
formed  a  partnershi|)  with  his  father.  He  belongs 
to  the  Michigan  ^ledical  Society  and  being  now  in 
partnershij)  with  his  father  is  Ijuilding  up  a  tine 
reputation,  as  one  of  the  ablest  young  physicians 
of  ^Michigan.  The  daughter,  Eva,  is  now  Mrs.  F. 
B.  Warren,  wufe  of  the  Cashier  of  the  City  National 
B.'iuk  at  Greenville.  Montcalm  County.  Her  lius- 
liand  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren  of  Howell, 
.Mich.,  and  his  brother.  Fred  Warren,  is  a  primiin- 
ent  attorney  in  Detroit. 

Dr.  Abel  S.  Austin  is  now  the  president  of  the 
Howell  Board  of  Pension  Examiners  and  he  has 
held  several  offices  of  resjwnsibility  in  Fowlerville. 
His  political  views  have  liroiight  him  into  sym- 
pathy with  the  movements  of  the  Republican  party 
and  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
with  the  liiited    W'oiknicn. 


l3 


DWARD  IIADSALL.  One  of  the  sturdy 
representatives  of  the  agricultural  com- 
munity, our  sui)ject  was  Ijorn  in  the  town- 
shi])  of  Exeter,  Luzerne  (  ounty,  Pa.,  January  26, 
181:5.  He  is  the  son  of  .James  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Hadsall.  Our  subject's  grandsire,  F^dward 
lladsall,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  reared  a 
farmer.  He  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  thence  to 
Zancsville,  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Steubenville, 
finally  dying  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  He  reared  a 
large  family,  all  of  whom  who  grew  to  maturity, 
lived  to  i-eflect  credit  upon   the  name. 

Our  subject's  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  lived 
and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  parent  of 
twt'lve  children,  having  six  sous  and  six  daugli- 
teis.  Four  of  the  sons  served  in  the  l.tte  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  they  being  .lames,  Gordon,  Horatio 
and  lie  of  wlK)m  we  write.  The  first  enlisted  from 
Illinois,  Horatio  from  Pennsylvania  and  our  sub- 
ject from  Michigan.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  enjoyed  the  .advantages  of  a  common- 
school  e(lucation.      His   marriage    took    phu'e  Aug- 
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list  2fi,  1832.  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss 
.lani'  iJvnumd,  who  was  horn  in  Pen ii sylvan ia 
Septcnilier  21.  1812.  She  is  a  (lau<rliler  of  .hihn 
and  Mary  (Lawsou)  Dyniond.  farmers,  who  reared 
ten  ehihhen.  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  reach  years  of  maturity.  Mrs.  Had- 
sall's  family  is  of  Oevman  origin. 

After  our  snlijecfs  marriage  lie  bought  a  farm 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  18.')fi  lie  moved  to  Michigan 
and  settled  on  forty  acres  on  section  12,  of  C'ohoct- 
ah  Townshii),  where  he  presides  at  the  present  time. 
This  he  lias  cleared  and  improved  and  although  it 
is  a  small  tract  lie  lias  cared  for  it  to  such  purpose 
and  fed  it  so  well  tli.at  it  in  return  feeds  him  hand- 
somely, for  soil  is  like  human  nature,  it  will  give 
only  in  pi'oi)(iition  as  it  receives. 

(If  the  nine  chilclren  born  to  our  subject  he 
reared  eight,  viz:  .Milton.  Mary  E.,  Perry,  .lames, 
Nancy,  Evert  E.,  Decker  !>.  and  Ellen.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  W.  Ward;  Nancy  is  the  widow  of  Ricli- 
ard  Wriggelsworth  and  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Sliver.  Among  the  older  residentsof  the  townshii) 
our  subject  and  his  wife  receive  the  veneration 
and  respect  on  all  sides  due  their  years  as  well  as 
the  qualities  which  commend  them  to  all  with 
whom  they  are  associated. 

Our  subject's  war  record  dates  from  September 
5,  18(i;3,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  Comiiany  H, 
Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  served  two  years 
and  was  captured  Sepleml)er  10,  1!S04,  and  on 
being  sent  to  Libbv  Prison  was  there  confined  until 
his  release,  February  28,  1865.  He  then  received 
a  furlough  and  came  home  on  account  of  sickness 
contracted  in  prison.  He  reached  home  in  .lune, 
18(55,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the 
cit\'  of  Deti'oit. 


'RTHUR  D.  PROSSER,  attorney-at-law 
and  Pro.secuting  Attorney  for  Ingham 
I  i  County,  also  City  Attorney  for  Alason, 
was  liorn  at  Clarkson,  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.,  February  28,  1863.  He  is  a  son  of  Cicero  .1. 
and  Elenore  (Nixf)n)  Prosser,  natives  l)Oth  of  the 
Em|)ire  State,  although  the  father  w.as  of  tJerman- 


Yankee  extraction,  and  the  mother  of  New  Yoi'k. 
There  have  been  members  on  botli  sides  of  the 
family  that  have  ligured  conspicuou.sly  in  Colonial 
hisLoiy,  the  f.amilies  lieing  old  ones,  and  holding 
loyalty  to  country-  and  State  to  be  iiaramount  to 
everything  excepting  domestic  harmony.  Two 
great-uncles  of  our  subject  on  the  paternal  side 
fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  .and  distinguished 
themselves  for  their  liravery  and  devotion.  Our 
suliject's  grandmother  on  the  paternal  side  was 
a  seccmd  cousin  to  the  ^■an^^'art  who  lieli)ed  tf) 
ca))tnre  the  English  spy  Andre.  His  grandparents 
on  the  paternal  side  were  from  Albany  County, 
although  formerly  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  the  original  of  our  sketch,  whose 
decease  occurred  about  three  years  ago,  was  a 
farmer  by  calling,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  was 
born  and  reared  upon  a  farm.  The  foundation  of 
our  subject's  education  was  received  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  district  in  which  he  li^•ed. 
After  he  had  finished  his  course  there  he  attended 
the  normal  school  at  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
graduated  in  1884,  and  the  following  year  was  en- 
gaged in  the  same  school  in  teachnig  mathematics. 
He  was  then  employed  as  Superintendent  of  the 
graded  schools  at  Parma,  N.  Y.,  and  proved  that 
in  executive  work  he  had  exceptional  tact  and 
ability.  l'rc)gressive  in  all  his  ideas,  Mr.  Prosser 
kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  advancements  and 
improvements  in  ediicati(mal  ideas.  While  en- 
gaged in  teaching  he  began  the  study  of  law  under 
A.  P.  Butts,  of  Brockport,  and  Geo.  Raines  in 
Rochester,  X.  Y..  and  reading  most  diligently 
under  the  able  tutorship  of  the  honoraI)le  gentle- 
men above  named,  he  was  able  to  apply  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  bar  of  New  York  in  1887,  and  was 
admitted  that  same  year.  He  soon  after  removed 
to  St.  .Tohns,  Mich.,  where  he  was  also  admitted  to 
the  bar. 

On  June  li),  18«'.),  his  iiiarri.age  with  Miss  Jessie 
Broughton,  was  solemnized  at  St.  Johns,  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage he  removed  to  Mason,  and  in  1890  was 
elected  Pro.secuting  Attorney  fen-  the  county.  Ik- 
had  an  excellent  i)ractice  at  this  place,  but  the 
work  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  calls  for  a  \erv 
great  portion  of   his  time,   there    being  about    live 
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liundred  cases  reported  during  the  year,  and  this 
h'avt's  him  luit  a  modicum  of  time  to  devote  to 
tlie  ijent'ral  working  up  of  liit-  profession. 

He  of  wliom  we  write  is  tlie  third  in  a  family  of 
fi\c.  His  mntlier  is  still  living  in  IJrockiiort.  X. 
V.  .Mi's.  Prosser,  our  siiliject's  wife,  was  born  at 
Coldwaler,  :Mieli..  October  13,  1868.  She  is  an  ac- 
com|)lislied  and  charming  woman,  and  will  no 
doulit  bo  a  great  help  to  her  intellectual  and  amlii- 
tious  young  husband  in  attaining  the  jiosition  for 
which  he  has  set  his  aim. 


j*^^^* J 


\       /// 


ILLl.Ul  \V.  OSI'.ORN.  The  gentleman 
•' rJli  who.se  biography  is  liei-e  l)rierty  i>resented. 
Wm  •'*  a  very  |«ipnlar  practitioner  of  the 
legal  profession,  and  with  his  parluer,  P'rank  M. 
Pogg,  handles  a  great  deal  of  real  estate.  Mr.  Os- 
born  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Lansing, 
Ingham  Coinitw  for  nearly  twenty  years,  having 
come  here  in  1872.  He  was  born  in  Genesee 
County.  N.  Y..  in  the  town  of  Batavia,  May  10. 
1«27.  and  is  a  son  uf  Richard  Oslioni.  a  native  of 
LaneslKuo,  3Iass.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
an  emigrant  from  the  northern  part  of  Kngland. 
This  latter-named  gen tlem.an,  Nathan  Osborn.tamc 
to  .\merica  and  settled  in  Lanesboro.  There  his 
son  Richard  remained  at  home  until  he  had  reached 
liis  majority.  He  united  with  his  agi'icullural  bus- 
iness the  trade  of  a  stone-cutter  and  with  tlie.se 
two  occupations  made  a  very  good  living.  He 
ser\eil  with  the  A\'ar  <if  l«r2  and  going  to  Gene- 
sL'c  County,  X.  'i'..  was  married  to  Jliss  Lydia 
Uristow  in  1814,  with  her  living  for  sixty  years. 

()\u-  subject's  parents  had  ten  cliildien  wliu 
grew  to  maturity.  The  father  was  the  (iwncr 
of  a  stone  (piarrv  on  the  old  Lewiston  Road, 
one  and  a  (piarter  miles  from  the  ai'sennl.  Rich- 
ard <  )sborn  came  to  Michigan  while  it  was  yel 
a  territory  (  1835)  and  settled  in  Woodstock.  Lena- 
wee County,  and  there  resided  as  a  farmer  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  18H1.  Diu'ing  his 
residence  there  he  was  an  incumlient  of  several 
otlii'c  positions.      Tilt-   mother   died    in     I.SIi.S.      She 


was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church 
and  a  generous  .suitjiorter  of  tlie  same.  ( )n  .luly 
i'l.  1H77,  our  subject's  father  attended  a  picnic  im 
the  banks  of  Round  i^ake  and  when  seated  at  the 
table  to  enjoy  the  collatiim,  five  gener.ations  were 
present.  There  was  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  JIary 
Bailey  and  her  grand-daughter.  Miss  Ktliel  .AI. 
Stewart,  and  at  a  family  reunion  just  liefore  that 
time  all  the  members  of  the  family  were  guests  of 
his  and  took  dinner  with  him.  'There  were  sixty 
in  all  who  were  his  direct  descendants. 

Richard  ( )sborn  came  to  Michigan  in  1  (^35,  bring- 
ing with  him  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  the 
lives  of  these  cliildren  and  their  families  there  W'as 
not  a  break  for  forty  years  and  live  of  the  sons 
are  living  to-day.  Of  these  Dr.  ^lilton  Osborn  is  a 
]n-ominent  jihysician  in  Calhoun  County.  He  has 
recently  died  leaving  Richard  T..  .Joseph  B.,  Homer, 
William  W.,  and  Erasmus.  Eunice  C.  is  the 
wife  of  (ieorge  Higdon.  of  Leslie;  Lydia  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Isaac  N.  Hathaw.ay.  of  Addison;  .lulia  A. 
is  Mrs.  C.  D.  Denio,  of  (riand  Raiiids. 

( )ur  subject  received  his  education  for  the  most 
l)art  in  JiCnawee  County,  finishing  in  the  city  of 
.lacks<in.  where  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  academy. 
After  that  time  he  read  law  with  R.  C.  liaker  of 
.lackson  and  then  with  Messrs.  Sumner  iVr  Kimball 
of  .lackson.  was  admitted  to  practice  from  their 
otiice,  there  locating  and  later  jiracticing  in  Lena- 
wee Comity  in  the  town  of  Hudson  until  he  came 
to  Lansing. 


*^^^^l©' 


i,s^ 


,  KORGE  L.  HULL.  The  highly  cultivated 
,  agricultural  and  fruit-raising  region  of"  the 
.lerseys"  and  the  Empire  State  has  trained 
many  an  able  youth  who  has  there  grown  to  man- 
li<H)d  and  coming  West  has  transferred  his  knowl- 
edge and  ability  to  the  AN'estern  States.  .Michigan  has 
[irofited  largely  by  this  emigration  and  within  the 
bounds  of  Livingston  County  we  find  many  who 
(•Mine  from  tliat.  Eastern  region  and  who  brought 
with  them  a  love  of  this  lirancli  of  business  which  has 
made  of  the  Wolverine  State  one  of  the  richest 
gardens  of  the  West. 
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( )ui-  subject,  residing  on  section  14,  Hamburg 
To\viislii|i.  carries  on  general  farming  and  fruit- 
raising;  lie  is  a  son  of  Sylvan  us  L.  Hull,  a  farmer, 
born  in  Morris  County.  N.  J.,  in  1 796  and  who  after 
receiving  a  comm<in-seii<>ol  education  and  growing 
to  manhood  went  to  ]Moiuoe  County,  N.  Y.,  aiul 
for  a  short  time  was  emiiloyed  there  and  then 
undertooli  farming  in  that  locality.  I^ater  he  went 
to  Niagara  County  for  a  few  \ears  and  then  com- 
ing to  Michigan  iii  1833  settled  in  Ypsilauti  and 
soon  after  bought,  in  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  only  twelve 
of  which  were  improved.  He  comiileted  the  clear- 
ing <if  the  land,  set  out  .some  good  orchards  and 
built  a  i)lain  house  in  which  he  lesided  until  I8(i3. 
He  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Ann  Arbor 
where  he  remained  until  Ids  dcatli  in  18(5."). 

Phelie  J>.  Owen  became  the  wife  of  Sylvan  us  L. 
Hull  in  1826.  She  was  born  in  Penfleld,  Monroe 
County,  X.  v..  in  l«nil  and  was  the  eldest  of  three 
cltildren.  To  her  were  liorn  three  children,  two  of 
■whom  are  now  living,  and  our  suliject  was  the  eld- 
est, being  born  April  7.  1827.  The  mother  died 
in  1832  and  in  1833  .Sylv;in\is  Hull  m.'irried  ISIary 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  Closes  Fiart let  t.  She  was  Ijorn 
in  18(111  ni  New  York  and  was  the  eldest  of  eight 
cliildren.  liefore  her  mairiage  she  liad  been  foi-  a 
numlier  of  years  a  teacher  and  in  every  way  she 
strove  to  give  her  two  .sons  an  excellent  education. 

Having  received  good  .schooling  (ieorge  Hull  at 
twenty-one  was  prepared  to  undert.uke  work  for 
himself,  and  buying  one  liundred  and  seven  acres 
in  Saline  Township.  \\'ashtemiw  County,  he  worked 
on  his  farm  in  summer  and  taught  during  the  win- 
ter. In  18(i3  lie  s<.>Id  tliis  jiroperty  and  bought  two 
hundred  acres  in  Superior  Township,  ^\'ashtenaw 
Cotinty,  and  after  a  few  years  removed  to  Ann 
Arbor  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
for  some  four  years.  Selling  out  there  he  came  to 
Hamburg  Town.shi|)  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  acres  on  section  7.  remaining  there 
from  1870  to  1883,  when  he  sold  this  place  and 
came  to  his  present  home  at  Pleasant  Lake,  where 
he  purcha.sed  eighty-three  acres. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  ydace  Novem- 
ber 11,  1851.  liis  liride  lieing  Isabella,  daughter  of 
the   Rev.  Alexander  and  Mary  (Cameron)  McFar- 


lane.  who  were  from  New  York  and  liad  four  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Isabella 
was  second  in  order  of  birth  and  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland County,  N.J. .August  20,  1827.  Her  edu- 
cation was  tlun'ough  and  liberal  and  she  completed 
her  course  in  the  seminary  for  young  ladies  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  the  Rev.  Alexan- 
der McFarlane,  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  and 
Profes.sor  of  ^Mathematics  in  Dickinson  College. 
Carlisle.  Pa.  He  was  a  man  of  thorough  education, 
being  a  graduate  of  Union  College  and  of  the 
Theological  Department  of  I'rinceton,  were  he  was 
graduated  in  1810.  He  and  his  wife  were  on  their 
way  to  Indiana  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1838  in  Clinton,  Washtenaw  County. 
His  widow  and  his  brother  and  sister  liought  a  large 
farm  near  Bridgewater  in  that  county  and  re- 
mained there.  Mrs.  McFarlane  lived  ujion  it  until 
1839,  when  the  daughter,  Isabella,  now  Mrs.  Hull, 
returned  Fast  to  attend  school  at  Schenectady. 

The  Congregational  Church  is  the  Christian 
body  with  whicli  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hull  are  connected, 
and  it  in  tliey  wield  a  genuine  iuHuence  for  good 
and  are  active  and  devoted  workers.  Mr.  Hull  is  not 
only  Sui)erintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  luit  is 
also  Deacon  and  Trustee  in  the  chureli.  In  the 
ranks  of  the  Keiiublicaii  parly  he  has  ever  been  a 
worker  and  has  been  .Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
nunilier  of  years,  having  been  in  addition  to  this 
School  inspector  at  Saline. 

In  this  happy  family  there  are  seven  children 
and  if  ever  parents  had  a  right  to  be  proud  of  tlieii' 
offspring  we  may  be  sure  that  these  parents  win.) 
have  so  carefully  ti'ained  and  reared  their  children 
may  indulge  in  grateful  satisfaction.  Their  two  eld- 
est, Mary  Eva  and  Flora  Iva  are  twins.  The  former 
IS  the  wife  of  Edwin  T.  Edmunds,  a  machinist, 
who  liasa  delightful  home  in  Ann  Arlior,  tlie  Athens 
of  the  \Vest.  Flora  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  E. 
Taylor,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  a  graduate  of  the  Liter- 
ary and  Medical  Departments  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  Lawrence  C,  after  being  gradu- 
ated from  the  Michigan  University,  in  1877.  began 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  having 
taught  ill  Rattle  Creek,  Coldwater.  and  Orchard 
Lake,  and  for  live  \ears  was  Prineii)al  of  the  High 
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Sfliool  at  Detroit.  He  is  Piofessor  of  Latin  and 
(ireek  in  tlie  Lawreneeville  .Selioul. (Jreen  Founda- 
tion, Lavvrenceville,  N.  ,1.  He  married  ^Nlis^s  Eliza 
Darlinji,  of  LaPorte,  lud.,  a  lady  of  thorough  culture 
and  graduate  of  the  Michigan  University.  Charles 
K.  married  Louisa  Bishop  and  lives  in  Hamhurg. 
where  he  owns  a  nice  farm  on  the  banks  of  a  beau- 
tiful lake,  being  the  only  farmer  among  the  four 
boys.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  always  take 
an  active  interest  in  all  tliat  is  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community  in  which  tiu'v  live.  Isabella 
H.  is  a  teacher  in  Detroit;  (Jeorge  Malcolm  is  a 
physician  at  Yijsilanti.  and  Alexander  McFarlaue 
Hull  resides  at  Denver.  Isaliella  and  George,  as 
well  as  Lawrence,  were  graduated  at  the  Michigan 
University,  and  every  member  of  the  family  has 
received  excellent  educational  advantages.  In  1 W84 
Mr.  Hull  began  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  fruit, 
setting  out  at  first  some  seventeen  hundred  peach 
trees,  and  he  has  now  in  addition  <me  hundred 
and  twenty-five  ])buu  trees,  as  many  cherries  and 
some  fifty  peai-  trees.  This  admirable  family  have 
been  widely  inlluential  in  shaping  the  social  and 
educational  progress  of  Hamburg  Township  and 
their  inrtuence  is  far-reaching  and  helpful  in  every 
way. 


^ASANDKU  HART.  One  of  tlie  farmers, 
-,  whose     place,    by    virtue    of  its  well  tilled 

^^/j  acres,  its  neat  buildings  and  general  apjjear- 
ance  of  prosperity,  proclaims  him  to  be  a  man  who 
is  not  satisfied  with  mere  existence,  but  to  have 
ambitions  reaching  out  for  a  higher  state  of  perfec- 
tion, is  he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  being  born  in 
Greene  Township,  Sussex  County,  Decembei-  20. 
l«;lii.  He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Hilliard) 
Hurt.  His  paternal  grandsire  was  a  native  of  New 
Jer.sey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for 
a  number  of  years.  His  wife  was  Polly  jMcCouan 
in  her  maiden  da3s,  and  a  capable  woman,  who  was 
noted  for  her  skill  as  a  housewife  and  caretaker. 
Thev  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  comi)rising 


f<.)ur  lioys  and  five  girls.  Our  subject's  father  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  was  also  reared  a  farmer. 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  lived  and  died  in  New  Jersey. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

The  sons  of  the  family, of  which  our  suliject  w.as 
one,  were  Stephen  and  Casander.  Six  girls 
grew  to  maturity.  The  eldest  sister,  l{;iizabeth 
Hart,  came  to  Livingston  County,  Mich.;  Mary  A. 
resides  in  New  Jersey;  Khoda  died  while  a  young 
lady;  Lydia  passed  away  in  childhood;  Clarissa  is 
now  ]\Irs.  Poole  and  resides  in  (ienoa,  this  State; 
Matilda  mari-ied  a  Mr.  Smith  and  passed  away  from 
this  life  in  Iosco  County,  this  State;  Caroline  is 
.Mrs.  Wooden,  of  Iosco  County.  Oin-  subject's 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Rhoda 
Hilliard,  farmers  of  New  .Jersey. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm. 
He  received  a  common-school  education  and  was 
early  fitted  for  the  ordinary  emergencies  of  life. 
AVhen  only  six  years  of  age  he  was  bereft  of  Xna 
father,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  lost  his  mother. 
For  a  time  thereafter  he  lived  with  A.  C.  Harris 
and  three  years  after  he  was  engaged  in  working 
out  by  the  month.  Thus  he  managed  to  get  along 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  township  of  Iosco. 
Livingston  County,  and  worked  his  sister's  farm. 
AVearied  of  a  life  of  single  lilessedness,  in  1855  he 
took  unto  himself  a  wife.  His  nuptials  were  sol- 
emnized January  1,  of  that  year,  his  bride  being, 
prior  to  her  marriage,  Miss  F>lizal)eth  Poole,  who 
was  a  native  of  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  the 
daugliter  of  U'illiam  and  Mary  ((iulick)  Poole,  who 
were  originally  farmers  in  New  Jersey. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hart  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  ALarion  Township,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved.  In  1860  he  bettered  himself  by 
trading  this  land  for  ninety  acres  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Argentine,  Genesee  County.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  however,  he  again  traded  for  eighty 
acres  in  Marion  Town.shiji.  IJvingston  Cc>unt\', 
adding  forty  acres  to  this,  wliicli  in  time  he  cleared 
and  improved,  erecting  a  good  class  of  buildings 
tiiereon.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  purchased  and 
located  on  tme  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion ;^(i.  Cohoctah  Townshi]).  and    here   he   has    re- 
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sided  since  that  time.  Of  this  he  has  cleared  fifteen 
acres  and  has  so  carefully  liuslianded  Ills  resources 
that  at  the  present  time  he  enjoys  an  assured  finan- 
cial position.  AV^hen  twenty-one  years  of  age  our 
subject  started  out  witli  ^{HH\  and  soon  after  lie  mar- 
ried. His  resources  were  not  large  with  wliich  to 
maintain  a  wife  besides  himself,  Init  he  had  an  abid- 
ing faitli  ill  liis  own  strength  of  purpo^e  and  in  his 
liiceps.  Three  cliildren  grew  up  about  tlieni,  all 
of  whom  are  now  men  and  women,  grown  and 
themselves  tlie  heads  (jf  families,  except  Delia  I.. 
The  eldest  is  Irvin  W.;  Leonora,  now  the  wife  of 
(ieorge  Howe;  and  Delia  L. 

Mrs.  Hart's  parents  were  natives  of  Morris  and 
Warren  Counties,  N.  .1.,  resiiectively.  They  were 
fanners  by  calling  and  their  social  ties  were  closely 
connected  with  their  church  relations,  they  Iieing 
identified  with  the  >Iethodist  Kjiiscopal  denomina- 
tion. William  I'oole  was  the  miii  of  Kzra  Poole, 
who  served  in  the  \A';ir  of  1SI2.  His  wife  was 
jNIahala  Brown,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  for 
years  was  a  hotel-keeper  at  Schooley's  iMountain. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whfim  became  the  heads  of  families,  with 
the  exception  of  one.  They  are  of  English  origin 
and  (iharacterized  by  the  traits  which  make  the  peo- 
ple of  that  nationality  distinguished  wherever  they 
go.  ]Mr.  Poole  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
liad  two  children,  Adam  F.  and  Klizabeth.  She  died 
in  18.'50.  The  second  wife  was  Klizalieth  \'an  Sickle, 
who  bore  him  tliree  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of 
wlioni  iirew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 


^ 


^+^ 


[=_ 


'AMES  TOBIAS.  Happ\-  is  the  man  who 
has  lived  a  long  life  that  has  been  character- 
ized by  uprightness  of  purpose,  integrity  of 
principle  and  whose  high  mental  and  moral 
standing  is  gratefully-  recognized  by  his  fellow- 
men.  Such  a  man  is  .lames  Tobias  and  this  Ai.mji 
would  fail  of  its  purpose  of  recording  lives  that 
have  been  useful  and  worthy  of  note  were  it  to 
omit  mention  of  his  successful  career.  Ingham 
Count3-  proudl\-  claims  him  .as  one  of  her  best  and 
most  enterprising  citizens,  and  he  is  the  fortunate 


owner  of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  26,  Lansing 
Towiishi|).  By  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  the  land 
has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation, 
while  various  buildings  have  lieen  erected  such  as 
best  subserve  the  puriioses  of  agriculture. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Tobi.as  were  .luliiis  and  Laura 
Tobias,  natives  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Their  son, 
James,  was  born  in  Medina  County,  that  State, 
October  2r),  18.S2,  and  at  the  early  age  of  three 
years  he  was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother. 
At  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  w.as  given  to  Mrs. 
Simon  Van  Osdall  who  was  always  devoted  and 
kind  to  him.  He  attended  school,  accpiiring  a 
common-school  education  anil  during  the  intervals 
of  study  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  after  the  term  of  his 
apiireiiticeship  had  expired  he  followed  his  trade 
until   18i;il. 

On  December  (I,  18.")5,  Mr.  Tobias  and  Miss  .lane 
Buchanan  were  united  in  marriage;  the  bride  was 
a  dang  iter  of  .lolin  Huchanan  of  Ashland  Countj', 
Ohio.  She  died  in  1872.  leaving  three  children, 
who  are  still  living:  .lolin  .1.  married  Mattie  Foster 
and  resides  in  Williainstou,  ilicli.  Rachel  Adella 
became  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Moore  and  also  makes 
her  home  in  Williamston;  Ida  ]M.  is  single  and  is  a 
teacher  by  profession,  although  at  present  she  is  an 
art  student.  After  remaining  a  widower  until 
1880,  ;\Ir.  Tobias  was  happily  wedded  on  .Tune  28 
to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Esther 
J.  Mead.  She  was  a  widow  of  Austin  Barker.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
This  estimable  lad3'  presides  with  dignity  over  the 
elegant  home  of  her  husband  and  by  her  gracious 
ways  wins  friends  of  all  who  meet  her. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Tobias  is  certainly  wortliy  of 
emulation,  as  he  .started  m  life  without  a  dollar  and 
ly  persistent  industry  has  attained  to  a  comfort- 
able competency.  His  farm  being  only  one  and 
one-half  mile  frtnn  the  city  limits  of  Lansing  is 
vei y  valuable  property,  furnishing  at  the  same 
time  all  the  advantages  of  city  life  and  the  com- 
forts of  a  rural  abode.  In  political  matters  he  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  Democrat  party  and 
ranks  high  in  the  councils  of  his  parly.  He  has 
held   the  oflices  of  Treasurer,  Highway  Commis- 
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siouer,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Socially  In- 
belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  Lodo;e  No.  ;i.'5. 
F.  (fe  A.  AL.  iif  Lansing,  and  Cajiitnl  Council.  No. 
50,  R.  A.  .M. 

Since  the  above  sketch  was  written,  a  tcrriliic 
accident  has  lesulted  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Toliias. 
Returning  from  the  city  with  his  team  in  (tctober. 
1891.  he  was  struck  by  an  express  train  on  tlie 
Michigan  Central  while  crossing  the  track.  Ills 
head  was  seriously  injured  and  one  foot  so  badly 
mangled  that  amputation  was  deemed  necessary. 
His  death  occurred  alwut  four  hours  after  the  acci- 
dent. 


^ir- 


^>^^<^^ 


-^— 


HARLES  K.  PLACLWAY.  It  is  a  truiMu 
that  "the  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword..' 
^'  but  one  that  we  see  exemplified  not  only  in 
history  but  in  daily  life.  The  potency  of  pen  and 
ink.  with  brains  to  back  these  agents,  is  so  power- 
ful a  factor  that  it  is  useless  to  oppose  any  ordinary 
tactics  to  them.  He  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  not  only  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  a 
liright  and  spicy  paper,  but  an  earnest  and  success- 
ful liusiness  man,  and  one  who  is  very  (jopular  with 
all  with  whom  he  has  associations.  \Vhenc\'er  a 
measure  that  appeals  to  the  men  who  have  tlie  in  ■ 
terests  of  the  city  most  at  heart  is  brought  to  oui 
subject's  attention,  his  trenchant  pen  and  cleai. 
concise  style  are  the  surest  mediums  foi-  convert- 
ing popular  opiiuon. 

I'he  paper  of  which  Mr.  Phucway  is  the  editor 
is  known  as  the  Brighton  Weekh/  Argux,  and  very 
apiiropriately;  its  proprietor  and  editor  is  a  native 
of  this  State  and  naturally  his  affection  and  interest 
are  here  centered.  He  was  born  in  Hamburg  Tow  n- 
ship,  Livingston  County.  October  13,  1860.  and  is 
a  son  of  Jo.seph  K.  Placeway.  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  with  his  iiarents  in 
1834.  Our  subject's  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
of  the  State  of  Miissachusetts.  while  his  great- 
grandfather, 'William  Placeway.  was  a  native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  engaged  in  trade  in  15oston,  ]\Ias.s. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  William  Placeway,  was 
also  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  a  tailor 


l)\  trade,  and  his  ancestors,  prior  lo  this  came  from 
Kngland.  Some  of  our  subject's  .ancestors  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  Place. 
ways  were  noted  ijatriots  in  the  early  days  of 
the  HepuMic.  His  grandfather.  .losejjh  Placew.ay, 
emigrated  to  this  .State  and  settled  in  (icnoa 
Township.  Livingston  County,  about  the  year 
of  18;U.  and  at  that  lime  entered  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  He  subse- 
quently removed  to  Brighton  where  he  died  in 
18.')i).  He  was  the  father  of  five  children,  three 
•sons  and  two  daughters,  all  living  with  the  exceji- 
tion  of  one  son. 

Joseph  Placeway.  the  father  of  tlie  original  of 
our  sketsh.  was  reared  to  manhood  in  this  locality. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  agricultur.al  business  in 
Brighton.  He  married  Emily  J.  Smith,  who  was 
lioin  in  CTreen  Oak  Towaishij),  this  county.  Sheisa 
devoted  Christian  and  for  many  years  has  been 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
.losepli  Placeway  and  two  of  his  brothers  .served  in 
the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion,  the  former  being  a 
member  of  tlie  Third  Michigan  Cavalry  and  served 
over  three  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldestof  three  children  and  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm.  A  progressive  youth,  he 
early  graduated  at  the  Brighton  school  in  1874.  He 
afterward  attended  the  university  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  after  finishing  his  course  at  that  noted  institu- 
ticm  of  learning,  he  entered  the  otHce  of  the  Brigh- 
ton Citizen,  then  published  by  George  Axtell,  as  an 
apprentice.  He  remained  in  that  office  for  about 
two  years  and  then  entered  the  office  of  the  Ann 
.\rbor  Cmrrifr  witli  wliicli  he  was  connected  for 
one  year,  and  in  1878  he  liranched  out  for  himself 
and  established  the  South  Lyon  Hi'nild.  the  first 
jiaper  ever  (lublished  in  that  town.  In  a  short 
time,  however,  he  sold  out  and  established  the 
Pinckney  Gazcttf.oi  Pinckney,  Livingston  County. 
thi?  State.  Six  months  later  he  removed  his  office 
to  Brighton,  and  adding  new  presses  to  his  .stock, 
he  started  the  Brighton  Wwkly  Arywi  in  l8,so. 
His  first  attempt  lure  was  a  modest  sheet  in  five 
coluuin  folio  foiiii.  This  he  has  since  enlarged 
until  it  is  a  five-column  quarto.  The  paper  has 
always  been  c<mducted  on  independent  i>rinciples 
as   far   as   politics  are    concerned.     Since  coming 
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here  Mr.  Placewav  has  added  new  material  to  liit> 
office  until  it  is  now  an  exceedingly  well  equipped 
countr>'  office,  and  i.«  a.s  iirogressive  and  lirigiil  as 
(^ne  ever  finds. 

Tlie  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  and 
privilege  to  here  give  a  short  Ijiographical  sketch, 
was  married  October  19,  f881.  toMiss  Alta  E.  Case, 
a  native  of  15rigliton  and  a  daughter  of  Ira  W  Case, 
one  of  the  oldest  merchants  in  the  county.  ^Iv. 
and  Mrs.  Placeway  are  the  paients  of  two  childien, 
William  C.  and  Kdna  S.,  who  are  bright  and  in- 
teresting children.  He  of  whcmi  we  write  is  a  Re- 
])nblican  in  his  political  i)redileetion,  and  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  town.  He  has 
been  A'illage  Clerk  for  three  j^ears  and  'iiownship 
Clerk  for  four  years,  also  School  Inspector  for  four 
years.  He  is  now  an  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk.  The  citizens  in  electing  him  delegate 
to  county  and  State  conventions,  have  felt  that 
they  were  sending  one  of  their  best  representatives. 
.Socially  our  subject  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Macaliees,  and  is  also  a  Son  of  A^etcrans.  He  is  by 
profession  an  auctioneer  and  .acts  in  this  capacity 
wliencvcr  called  ujion.  Iiaving  been  thus  employed 
for  ten  years.  He  is  also  largely  interested  in  the 
real-estate  business.  He  himself  owns  eighty  acres 
of  good  land  in  this  county  and  eighty  acres  in 
i>ei<)y  Township,  Ingham  County.  He  is  a  good 
salesman  and  is  largely  employed  as  an  agent  by 
vai'iou>  proi)erty  owner.s. 


,E  ELBERT  A.  REYNOLDS.  Among  the 
pushing,  energetic,  successful  business  men 
f^  of  Lyons,  Ionia  County,  is  the  subject  of 
this  liiograpliicul  notice.  Mr.  Reynolds 
came  to  Lyons  w'ith  his  family  in  1881  on  account 
of  its  excellent  railroad  facilities,  he  being  at  that 
time  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman  in  Michigan. 
In  the  summer  of  1882,  the  Grand  River  ^Ec/^o.  ])ub- 
lislied  at  Lyons,  susi)ended  pulilication.  and  in 
Sept 'mber.  of  the  same  year,  the  Muir  ]'ii/i4t('  met 
a  like  fate.  Mr.  Reynolds,  in  compan\'  with  W. 
D.  Pennington,  .Ir.,  bought  the  two  plants,  put    in 


a  (|uaiitity  of  new  material  and  the  necessary 
energy,  launching  the  Lyons  Herald  in  Octo- 
ber, of  the  same  year.  From  that  time  the  business 
has  continued  to  grow  until  at  this  writing  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  sole  owner  of  one  of  the  best  newspa- 
pers and  job  printing  offices  in  Central  ^Michigan, 
from  which  is  issued  the  Patrons'  Guide.  The  cur- 
rent issue  of  this  paper  is  a  little  over  ninety-three 
thousand  copies,  while  it  carries  a  pay-roll  of  over 
twenty  men  and  women. 

Personally,  Mr.  Reynolds  is  conservative,  pru- 
dent and  sagiicious;  editorially  he  is  fearless,  non- 
partisan, and  the  terror  of  tricksters,  ])olitical  or 
social  rings.  Born  in  Isabella  County  in  1854,  he 
modestly  claims  the  distinction  of  lieing  the  first 
child  born  of  white  parents  in  that  then  Indian 
reservation,  and  his  education  was  such  as  could 
be  obtained  among  the  Aborigines.  Young  Rey- 
nolds spent  his  time  in  driving  the  cows  to  pasture 
and  watching  the  hopper  in  his  father's  gristmill; 
naturally  inclined  to  literary  pursuits  he  also  de- 
voted consider.able  attention  to  the  study  of  his- 
tory, nooks  of  travel  and  current  news|)aper 
literature.  I'pon  the  death  (if  liis  father  in  IS7(l. 
he  went  to  Maple  Rapids,  where  he  tinishi'<l  his 
trade  as  a  miller,  but  was  soon  taken  with  a  pro- 
tracted illness  that  kept  his  lungs  in  a  very  delicate 
condititm  and  almost  undei'inined  hi>  entire  con- 
stitution. 

Turning  his  attention  to  the  classics  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds soon  fitted  himself  for  teaching,  \vhicli  voca- 
tion he  followed  for  eight  winters,  devoting  his 
time  during  the  snininer  months  to  the  subduing 
of  .■!  small  farm  in  Clinton  County,  and  incidentall.y 
becoming  strong  and  healthy.  During  the  years 
spent  on  the  farm  he  gave  to  tlie  literary  world 
some  very  choice  jjioductions,  which  have  wc)n  for 
him  a  reputation  as  a  writer,  in  which  his  friends 
take  a  very  I'omnieudalile  pride.  The  last  eight 
years  of  his  life  hav'e  found  his  leisure  hours  em- 
ployed in  securing  the  data  for  what  will  lie  the 
crowning  effort  of  liis  literary  career. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  the  f)nly  sou  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine Reynolds,  of  old  Rurilan  stock;  the  former 
died  in  1X70.  and  the  wife  survived  luit  two  3'ears. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are:  Jlrs.  Delia 
Davis.  Mrs.  Harriet  Mullins  and  Mrs,  Katie   Helm. 
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Mr.  Ks'Miolds  w.as  imiterl  in  marriage  iu  1874  with 
Miss  Seruali  ^'i^<■cllt.  and  twosons — Egbort  A.  and 
Loyal  W..  have  t-onie  to  hie.ss  the  union. 

Since  the  above  sketch  was  written  ^Ir.  Rcvnolds 
lias  removed  liis  i>rintini;'  liusiiiess  to  the  State 
Capital,  Lansina^.  where  in  addition  to  his  other 
business  he  has  launched  the  Mi'-h>(/(iii  S/affximni  in 
the  interest  of  the  new  political  parly  known  as 
the  Peoples'  party.  His  residence,  office  building 
and  other  property  intei'ests  he  still  retains  in 
Lyons. 


^,OAlI  F.  TRIPP.  -V  representative  of  one 
);/  of  the  old  and  highly  respected  families 
'  '  who  for  years  figured  consjiicuously  in  the 
history  of  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
.Tanuaiv  31.  1837.  in  the  town  of  Pike,  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Sarah 
(Woodard)  Tri])p.  His  paternal  grandsire  was 
(rideon  Tripp  who  was  the  son  of  Gideon  Ti-ipp, 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  there  was  married  to 
Ama  Shipey,  after  which  they  removed  to  Nassau. 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  There  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  milling  and  was  prosperous  in  busi- 
ness, as  indeed  it  was  expedient  that  he  should  be 
as  he  had  a  large  family  to  care  for.  He  held  the 
position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  m.any  yeai>. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  was  born  in  Rens.selaer 
County  and  was  reared  to  the  calling  of  a  farmer; 
he  also  ran  a  sawmill.  He  was  married  to  Sarah 
Mead,  who  bore  him  the  following  cliildren:  Kzra. 
Stephen,  Gideon,  George,  Malachi,  Phebe  and  Eliza- 
lieth.  In  those  early  days  society  hinged  very  mucli. 
as  indeed  it  does  still  to  a  large  degree,  on  cliinc  h 
relations,  and  the  Tri|i|)  family  belonged  to  the 
Piaptist  pei'su.a.sion. 

The  decease  of  our  subject's  grandfather  occur- 
red in  New  Y'ork,  and  his  widow  married  Silas  Mc- 
Withey.  They  both  died  in  Lapeer,  this  State. 
The  immediate  progenitor  of  him  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  August  2H,  179()  in  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y'.  He  was  a  farmer  by  calling  and 
removed  to  Wyoming    County  where  he  lived  for 


a  year.  In  .lune  1H37.  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Lapeer  County,  where  he  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land  which  he  jiractieally  improved.  He 
later  traded  it  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
which  he  improved  and  gave  to  his  sons.  There 
weie  five  diildren — lulia  A.,  Harris  N.,  Harriet  M., 
Louisa  and  Xoah  F.  He  came  to  Deer  Creek, 
Livingston  County,  with  our  subject,  where  he 
died  October  1.  \XX2.  His  wife  died  January  7, 
188;"),  while  in  her  ninetieth  year.  They  were 
Baptists  in  their  church  relations  and  our  subject's 
father  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  stamp. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ren- 
.sselaer  County.  N.  Y'.,  a  daughter  of  Abijah  ^Vood- 
ard,  also  a  native  of  New  York  and  who  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  being  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis  at  Y'orktown.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade  but  proved  conclusively  that  a  shoemaker 
need  not  always  stick  to  his  last,  for  he  made  a 
brave  and  valiant  soldier.  He  of  whom  we  write 
was  raised  on  the  farm.  He  received  a  district 
school  education  after  coming  to  Michigan.  He 
lived  with  his  father  until  tliat  parent  was  to 
aged  to  attend  to  business  and  then  Xoah  F. 
Tripp  took  charge  of  the  parents  and  assisted 
in  the  clearing  of  the  homestead.  In  the  fall  of 
I^((j4  he  came  to  Deer  Creek  and  lionght  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  section  9,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  forty  acres  on  .section  5. 

In  18H2  ^Ir.  Tripp  located  where  he  now  resides 
on  section  5.  His  farm  comprises  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  well  developed  and  improved 
land.  It  lioasts  of  good  buildings  and  a  comfor- 
table lesidence.  Politically  Jlr.  Tripp  is  a  Democrat, 
lie  is  deservedly  jiopular  in  the  locality  in  which 
lie  lives  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.     .Socially  he  is  a  Mason. 

On ]■  subject's  marriage  took  place  October  Id. 
Ifsdi.  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Lemira 
Caruss,  who  was  born  in  the  township  of  Com- 
merce. Oakl.and  County,  this  .State.  September  9, 
1843.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria 
((ireen)  Caruss,  a  farmer  and  lilacksmith.  Henry 
Caruss  was  born  in  Bloomfleld  Town.ship,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y'.,  May  1.").  1803;  he  was  first  married 
to  Miss  Temperance  Bishop,  they  were  the  parents 
of  five  children.     She    died    September    24,    1839. 
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He  was  a  second  time  married  to  Miss  Sallie  Green, 
mother  of  Mr.-;.  Tri))])  who  is  one  of  two  chil- 
dren born  to  lier  jiarents.  the  other  eliild  being  a 
l)rother.  l>y  name  Otscar  H.  She  died  December  13, 
1864.  Mr.  Caruss  was  again  married  to  Mrs. 
Palmer  who  .still  survives  him,  he  having  died 
•Tannary  14,  1878,  at  the  age  of  75.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trii)p  are  the  parents  of  four  cliildren  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Hattie  E.,  wiio  was  horn 
I'Viiruary  15.  186(!.  Minnie  M..  March  23.  1867. 
and  Nettie  B.,  November  24.  1870.  She  is  the 
wife  of  Allen  Struble,  and  .AI\'rtie  A.,  born  .lan- 
uary  8,  1873.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  highly 
respected  in  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 
They  appreciate  the  advantages  that  education 
gives  to  the  men  of  to-day  and  have  made  every 
exertion  that  their  childicu  might  lie  culliired. 
educated  and  refined. 
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RANGE    KELUXU;    AAN    A:SIBI  KG.     Jn 

cal  days,  as  the  gray  hairs  ajjpeared  on 
the  reverend  head  and  in  the  flowing  beard 
and  the  shoulders  were  bent  with  the  weight  of 
years,  the  men  took  their  place  among  the  elders 
at  the  gate  and  there  they  received  tlie  deference 
and  honor  from  great  and  small,  rich  and  poor, 
due  tlieir  wisdt)m  and  ex])erience.  Were  the  custom 
prevalent  today  in  America,  he  vi  whom  we  write 
would  have  one  of  the  most  honored  places,  for  he 
is  almost  ninety  years  of  age.  well  known  and  hou; 
ored  of  all  who  are  associated  with  liim  ami  having 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people  because  of 
his  gentle,  courtec>us,  yet  manly  bearing,  ))ure  prin- 
ciples and  simplicity  of  pm-pose. 

Jlr.  Van  Amburg has  lived  at  his  present  farm, 
which  is  located  on  section  22,  Brighton  Townsliip 
for  the  past  thirty-five  years,  and  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Michigan  for  sixty-six  years.  He  is  a  nat- 
ive of  the  town  of  ^lilton.  .Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  liorn  December  16,  1803.  lie  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
decidedly  poor  being  limited  toa  few  months  school- 
ing, .as  he  coidd  lie  spared  in    the   wintei'.     He  is 


truly  a  self  made  man,  having  had  but  few  oppor- 
tunities during  early  life  to  adv.ance  in  an  intellec- 
tual wa\'.  When  a  boy  he  studied  Adams'  Arith 
metic  many  a  time  far  into  the  night.  l)y  the  light 
of  the  old  fashioned  fireplace,  and  became  quite 
well  versed  in  mathematics,  having  mastered  the 
elementary  liranches. 

By  his  industrious  habits  and  earnest  efforts  our 
subject  obtained  sufficient  learning  to  enalile  him 
to  l)ecome  a  teaelier.  His  parents  were  jnior  and 
he  was  forced,  at  an  early  age  to  rely  upon  himself 
I  for  support.  He  began  working  out  by  the  month 
I  when  twelve  years  old;  and  was  thus  engaged  for 
eight  months,  receiving  14  per  month  for  his  ser- 
vices. The  next  year  he  was  advanced  to  a  salary 
of  ^5  per  mouth,  and  at  the  end  of  four  seasons, 
the  highest  wages  he  was  [laid  was  ¥6  a  month. 
However  it  did  not  take  .so  much  to  live  then  as 
now,  and  doul)tU'ss  the  young  man  made  $6  a  month 
go  as  far  as  many  young  men  of  today  do  ten  times 
that   amount. 

In  LSI'.).  Mr.  \'an  .Vmburg  accomiianied  his  f.ather 
and  family  to  .Jefferson  County.  N.  ^'..  where  he 
was  employed  for  three  \ears  l)y  a  syndicate  of 
Erench  gentlemen  wlu)  owned  a  large  tract  of  land. 
Cliief  am(mg  tliese  was  Mi.  .lames  Lee  Hay, 
to  whom  our  subject  looked  for  instructions,  and 
when  sent  on  errands,  or  told  to  do  .•mytliing,  he 
was  expected  to  drop  ever_\'tliing  and  go  witlionl  a 
moment's  delay.  Thus  he  early  learned  unquestion- 
ing (tbedience.  Upon  one  occasion  lie  was  called 
uiion  to  deliver  a  letter  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles, 
and  this  before  lireakfast.  He  made  frequent  trips 
to  .loseph  Bonaparte,  a  brother  of  the  illustrious 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  who  had  emigr.ated  to  Amer- 
ica, and  located  in  the  wilds  of  western  New  York 
on  a  large  plantation,  twenty-five  miles  distant 
from  where  our  subject  was  employed.  I'pon  one 
occasion,  young  Xnn  Amburg  was  directed  to 
make  a  journey  to  the  hermitage  of  .Joseph  Bona- 
parte, witli  horse  and  wagon.  He  .started  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  his  dinner,  and 
and  when  within  about  five  miles  of  his  destination 
darkness  came  u|)oii  him  and  he  was  iinalile  to  find 
his  way  through  the  forest.  Tliere  w.as  a  drizzling 
rain  and  the  night  was  intensely  dark.  All  he 
could  do  was  to  camp  out  in  the  forest  as  best   he 
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could,  so,  tying  his  horse  to  a  spiiice  tree  they  shel- 
tered tliemselves  as  well  as  niitrht  lie  until  tlic 
morniuii'.  Tiie  forests  in  those  days  abounded  with 
wild  bi';i>ts  liut  fortunately  he  was  not  molested. 
Tiie  next  morning',  soon  after  day  liyht,  he  deli^'erv'd 
his  messaue  to  Bonaparte. 

The  vigorous  work  of  chopping  wood  was  re- 
served for  the  winter  season,  and  his  ax  rang  out 
through  the  frosty  air  from  dawn  until  nightfall, 
as  long  as  the  work  lasted,  and  then  he  was  obliged 
to  employ  himself  otherwise.  For  some  time  oiu' 
subject  found  employment  witli  a  party  of  survey- 
ors, and  while  with  them,  he  gained  a  good  keow- 
ledge  of  the  surrounding  country  as  well  as  of  the 
science  of  surveying.  In  February.  1825,  the  ori- 
ginal of  our  sketch,  willi  his  brotiier,  started  for 
^Michigan  on  foot.  They  traversed  the  entire  dis- 
tance in  this  way,  stopping  at  Palmyra,  ^yayne 
County,-  N.  Y.,  for  a  rest  of  three  days.  They 
journeyed  to  Farmington.  Oakland  County,  where 
tliey  stopped  and  found  employment.  The  coun- 
try in  that  section  was  then  a  perfect  wilderness. 
au<l  abounded  in  wild  game,  such  as  deer,  wolves 
and  liear.  Indians,  too,  were  not  strangers  to  the 
few  white  inliabitants  who  had  wandered  into  the 
country. 

Mr.  A'an  Amliui'g  and  his  brother  took  a  contract 
to  clear  five  acres  and  to  erect  a  log  house  for  a 
man  Init  the  brother  becoming  sick  was  unable  to 
complete  the  task.  Oui-  suliject  worked  four  days 
to  i>ay  for  an  ax.  and  then  worked  five  days  to  pay 
iiis  board  while  paving  for  the  ax.  He  engaged  to 
clear  twelve  acres  of  land,  which  task  he  partially 
completed,  and  for  which  he  received  sufficient 
money  to  enalile  him  to  enter  eighty  acres  of  Oov- 
ernment  laud  in  the  town  of  Xovi,  Oakland  County'. 
This  he  jiartially  cleared  and  improved,  and  siibse- 
(|uently  sold.  |)urehasing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  four  miles  further  w,'st.  and  he  lient  his  ener- 
gies and  efforts  to  clearing  and  im|)roving  his  last 
acquired  tract. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  had  a  famih' 
by  this  time,  and  as  he  was  so  far  from  an\  school 
pri\ileges,  or  other  advantages  that  he  felt  his  chil- 
dren should  enjoy,  he  concluded  to  exchange  a 
l)art  of  liis  tract  for  .1  faim  on  the  State  road.  This 
he  succeeded  in  douig.  and  soon   moved  out  int<i  a 


more  civilized  community.  In  1857,  he  traded 
ninety  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  County  for  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Brighton  Township, 
Livingston  County,  and  here  he  has  since  lived 
locating  on  this  place.  Four  years  later  he  ex- 
changed a  portion  of  it  for  his  present  farm,  which 
lies  just  across  the  road  from  the  first  tract. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  was  married  March  1."). 
1829,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Taft,  a  daughter  of  Pitch 
Taft,  who  came  to  the  Wolverine  State  from  New 
York  early  in  the  '20s.  Mrs.  ilary  \'an  Amburg 
died  December  29,  1850,  leaving  seven  children, 
namely:  Louise  M.,  Orson  T.,  Harriet  A.,  William 
IL,  .losepliT.,  Henry  W.  and  Daniel  O.  They  are 
all  married  and  have  families  of  their  own  with, 
the  exception  of  ^Yilliam.  August  3,  1861.  ^Ir. 
Yan  Amburg  again  married,  this  time  being  united 
to  Amanda  M.  Brown.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of 
this  union.  Albert  A.  and  Charles  W.,  both  of  whom 
are  living. 

Our  subject  was  originally  an  ohl-liue  ^\"llig  but 
on  the  re-construction  of  the  party  he  has  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  to  the  Rei)ublican  party  and 
has  voted  with  this  political  body  ever  since.  He 
is  a  strong  temperance  man.  For  nearly  fifty  years 
he  worshipped  with  the  Jlelhodist  Episc^)i)al  liody. 
but  about  sixteen  years  ago  he  withdrew  fixim  this 
denomination  an<l  joined  the  Weslevan  Chiu'cli. 
He  has  always  been  a  con.>cientious  man  and  a  zeal- 
ous Christian. 

Almost  four-score  and  ten  years  of  age  om- 
subject  retains  his  facidties  well.  He  remembers 
when  a  boy  nine  yeafs  old  seeing  the  marching 
of  the  trooi)s  during  the  War  of  1812.  and  can 
relate  with  marked  vividness,  incidents  of  his  bo.\' 
hood  days.  He  was  Lieutenant  for  a  time  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Michigan  Kifiemen.  He  has  never  ])osed 
as  an  aspiiant  for  oJllce,  but  during  his  pioneer 
days  he  held  the  office  of  .Ivistice  of  the  Peace,  and 
other  minor  jxists.  .\li-.  \'an  Amliurg  has  at  times 
owned  considerable  land,  but  of  late  years  has  sold 
it  off  until  he  now  has  eighty  acres,  upon  which  is 
Iniilt  a  comfortable  home.  lie  is  a  man  of  marked 
refinement  and  intelligence,  with  a  most  pleasing 
presence,  and  has  the  i-arest  of  gifts,  being  an  enter- 
taining conversationalist.  On  the  eminence  u|ioM 
which  he  now  stands,  he  can  looktiack  over  nearh' 
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a  century  of  national  iJroaie.--.-.  and  the  (act  that 
it  now  ranks  .so  higli  among  the  nations,  whereas 
at  the  beginning  of  his  career,  it  held  so  modest 
a  place,  is  gratifying  to  him  as  a  lo\al  American 
citizen. 


-^^i 
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'OSEPII  .lEWF/rr.  Our  subject,  who  is  a 
farmer,  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  2i),  of  N'evay  Township.  Ingham 
County,  and  this  he  cultivates  to  such  good 
purpose  that  it  yields  him  a  very  comfortahle  in- 
come. Mr.  Jewett  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County. 
i>ima  Townshi]),  this  State,  September  lo,  l(St2. 
lie  is  the  son  of  Joseph  P.  and  Miranda  ( Freei  ) 
Jewett.  The  father  wa.s  born  in  l.s(i7  in  New 
Hampshire  and  the  mother  in  New  York,  May  S. 
181L  The  i)arents  were  married  in  the  Kast  and 
three  children  have  come  to  them  jiiiorto  tlieir 
.settling  in  Michigan.  Tliey  settled  here  while  it 
was  a  territory,  locating  in  Washtenaw  County. 

Our  subject  is  the  sixth  in  a  f:miily  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  arc 
taking  re.?ponsil)le  positions  in  society  as  honorable 
and  upright  men  and  women.  Mr.  Jewett's  boy- 
liood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm,  and  during  this 
l)eriod  he  received  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion, and  enjoyed  the  .idditional  advantage  of  two 
winters  in  a  select  school  at  Lime  Center,  Wash- 
tenaw County.  At  that  time,  the  Wai'  of  tlie 
Rebellion  broke  (.)Ut  and  in  tlie  late  fall  of  l«(;i. 
November  .'),  he  responded  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teers and  enlisted  in  the  first  Michigan  Lancers, 
joining  Compan\  1),  and  was  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  ('om])auy(;.  He  w.as,  howev  M',  dis- 
charged on  Maich  21.  18(52,  because  the  (iovcrn- 
nient  found  that  lancers  could  not  be  used  in  the 
mode  of  warfare  which  they  carried  on.  He  next 
enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Light  Artillei-y. 
Sejitember  7,  181)4.  joining  Conijiany  K.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Xa.shville  and  was  then  det.ailed  to 
trans|)ort  troops  from  .lackson,  Mich.,  to  the  front. 
He  was  at  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  mjide  eight 
trips  to  Nashville,  two  to  Petersburg,  and  two  to 
Hart's  Island.     Although  he  was  never  commis- 


sioned an  othcer.  receiving  the  pay  of  a  private  only, 
lie  did  an  otticer's  work.  He  received  an  honoralile 
discharge  May  C,  18(15.  While  on  duty  he  was  in 
.'i  railroad  collision  and  was  rendered  uncon.scious, 
being  hurt  in  the  hi))  and  the  small  of  the  back, 
and  although  he  has  been  to  a  great  extent  inca- 
pacitated for  active  work,  he  receives  only  the 
small  sum  of  •'S8  pei'  month  pension  for  the 
chances  that  he  ran  during  the  war. 

On  his  discharge  from  the  army.  ^Ir.  Jewett  hav- 
ing saved  some  money,  purch.ased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Auielius  Township.  He  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 14.  1867,  to  j\Iiss  Mary  A.  Claflin,a  daughter 
of  William  and  Martha  Clafim.  There  are  three 
children  liy  this  marriage;  Artliui'  W.,  who  was  born 
.Inly  2(),  18()1),  in  \'evay  Township;  Mattic  B., 
who.se  natal  day  was  April  25,  1874,  and  Alton  L.. 
born  .September  Hi,  187it.  The  eldest  son  is  a 
well-educated,  intelligent  young  man  with  good 
business  qu.alilications.  He  married  Lulu  Lyon 
and  has  settled  upon  his  own  litth'  farm  of  forty 
acres,  which  it  is  evident,  however,  will  soon  be  a 
larger  tract,  for  he  is  energetic  and  ambitions,  .and 
a  good  farmer.  One  child  lias  blessed  tlie  union 
of  these  young  people.  On  October  15,  1891,  lie 
received  the  appointment  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  grains  and  grasses  for  the  World's  Co- 
lumbian I^xposition,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  in  181);5 
The  daughter,  flattie  B.,  lives  at  home  and  attends 
a  High  School  in  ^I.as(m.  .She  is  fitting  herself  f<n' 
a  teacher.  The  ycningest  child,  .\lton  L.,  is  a 
liright,  active  boy,  advanced  in  his  books,  and  hav- 
ing a  special  tact  and  talent  in  mathematics.  JIrs 
Mary  \.  .lewett  jiassed  away  from  this  life  A))ri 
I.  18.s;).     She  is  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Alason. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  w.as  again  married 
April  8,  1884,  his  bride  being  :\Iiss  Filiza  A.  Car.son, 
of  Chicago.  .She  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Aliigail  ((xoiild)  Carson.  The  father  and  luotlier 
are  natives  of  New  York  State.  Politically,  he  of 
whom  we  write,  votes  with  the  Republican  i)arty. 
He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years 
and  is  now  serving  another  term.  He  has  been 
both  Director  and  ."Moderator  of  the  School  Board, 
and  has  held  other  minor  otlices. 

One  brother  of  our  subject,  Lester  E.  Jewett. 
was  in  the  army  and  was  a  participant  in  seventj'- 
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six  engagements!.  He  earned  promotion  and  was 
so  recomnienderl.  luit  on  account  of  a  deficiency  in 
liis  .speecli.  lie  was  not  cljoihle  to  the  position 
recommended.  Me  was.  Iiowever.  given  a  medal 
for  meritorious  services.  He  is  now  a  farmer  in 
Aurelius.  and  is  tlie  father  of  tliree  cliildren.  ( )\\v 
.sul)ject's  oldest  brother,  .1.  P.  .lewett.  was  also  in 
the  army  and  served  three  years.  He  was  slightl\' 
wounded  liy  being  hit  by  a  spent  hall,  in  the  breast. 
The  ball  buried  itself  in  the  flesh  and  had  to  be 
extracted.  He,  at  present,  lives  in  Baldwin,  Lake 
County,  Mich.,  where  lie  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  is  tlie  father  of  two  cliildren. 


'/  LLKN  A.  IJOUHA^CE.  an  euterprisiijg 
and  succe.ssful  farmer  who  is  the  owner 
and  proiirietor  of  a  fine  tract  located  ou 
section  9,  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County,  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of  1842  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  on  section  21,  of  the  same 
townshiji.  There  he  purchased  seventy  acres 
which  he  lived  <m  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
moved  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  just  ojiposite 
where  lie  now  lives.  Here  our  subject's  father 
died  in  December,  186.'?.  He  was  a  hard-working 
man  and  an  excellent  manager,  having  accumu- 
lated a  large  and  vaUialile  jiroperty  before  his  de- 
cease. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  Bristol 
Township,  X.  Y.  and  there  received  his  education 
in  the  district  scliool,  finishing  his  eoui>e  after 
coming  to  Howell.  He  lived  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  They 
were  Augustus  I),  and  Sarah  L.  (Marble)  I)or- 
rance,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  ^lassaclnisetts 
respectively.  His  paternal  graiidiiarents  were 
,\lexander  and  Rebecca  Dorrance.  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. They  had  a  family  of  four  children. 
Politically  the  grandsire  was  .an  old-line  Whig  and 
like  most  men  in  those  stirring  days  of  change  and 
reconstruction  was  much  interested  in  politics.  He 
and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Connecticut. 

.Vugustus  D.,  our  subject's  father,  was  educated 


in  Connecticut  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  be- 
gan his  career  by  teaching  school  in  Massachu.setts. 
He  made  this  his  profession,  continuing  in  the 
work  until  thirty-three  years  old,  and  then  because 
of  the  failure  of  his  health  he  went  upon  a  farm 
and  enjoyed  a  Imcolic  life  until  he  came  West,  and 
when  he  held  first  the  otlice  of  Constable  in  Howell 
Township.  He  entered  tiie  marital  relation  while 
in  Massachusetts,  his  inarri.ige  being  celebrated 
about  1817.  His  bride  was  Sarah  L.,  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Phebe  (Cudworth)  jNIaible,  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  the  former  being  by  trade  a  boot 
and  shoe  maker.  Their  first  home  was  in  Crystal 
Township.  Ontario  County,  X.  Y..  where  his  wife 
died,  .\fter  that  sad  event  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  lived  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  who  was  a  man  of  the  strongest  Democratic 
principles.     He  had  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  married  ^liss  Lydia 
La  Rowe,  January  1,  1860.  The  lady  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  .lohn  B.  and  Eliza  (Clark)  La  Rowe,  natives 
of  New  York.  They  w-eie  farmers  and  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Handy,  this 
county  in  18;5().  There  they  took  up  land  which 
he  later  sold  and  returned  to  his  old  home  in  the 
East.  In  1842  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Howell  Township  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  lient  his  efforts  tf)  improving  the  same. 
He  lived  upon  this  place  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1890.  The  mother  still  lives  upon  the 
old  homestead.  Of  ten  children  who  have  been 
horn  to  her  eight  are  now  living.  Mv.  La  R<rwi' 
was  a  Hepublican  in  parly  preference  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  thus 
connected  for  thirty-five  years. 

.Vfter  marriage  ]Mr.  Dorrance  pui'chased  forty 
■acres  of  tinibei'  land  where  he  now  lives.  Latei-  he 
added  twenty  acres  to  his  original  [lurchase.  lie 
first  erected  a  frame  house,  18.x24  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. This  was  the  home  of  the  family  for  some 
time.  Aft'r  having  secured  a  home  he  bent  his 
energies  to  clearing  uji  the  land.  The  house  has 
since  lieen  enlarged  and  beautified,  ])rovided  with 
many  comforts  and  conveniences,  sf)  that  it  now  is 
a  most  attractive,  as  well  as  home-like  farm  resid- 
ence. ^Ir.  Dorrance  has  planted  two  and  a  half 
acres  in  fruit  trees  and  this  is  now  an  orchard  that 
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l)roduce>  abundantly  of  tlie  linl■^t  \aiii'Ues  of  frnit 
that  are  "Tovvn  in  tliis  latitude.  lie  also  has  a 
large  variety  of  small  fruit  and  this  hi-aneli  of 
ao-riciiltiire  lie  linds  to  he  ver_\'  remunerative.  Tin' 
plaee  is  well  kept  up,  fences  are  in  perfect  ordei', 
liarns  and  granaries  are  good  and  substantial,  while 
the  sheds  for  the  stock  are  comfortable  and  well- 
arranged.  In  fact  the  place  is  one  of  the  fine 
farms  of  this  locality.  Our  subject  has  a  family  of 
two  children,  also  an  adopted  daughter,  .lohn  A., 
aged  twenty-seven,  lives  at  home,  and  is  a  bright 
and  |)rogressive youug  man.  who  ac([uired  his  edu- 
cation in  Howell  Township.  The  others  are 
Claience  A.  and  Clara  15. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  favors  the  ))latform 
of  the  Republican  party  and  is  loyal  in  his  follow- 
ing of  that  political  body.  In  his  church  associa- 
tions he  belongs  to  the  I'nited  Ih'ethren  persuasion 
and  has  been  a  Class-Leader  in  that  body  foi'  the 
|)ast  thirty  years.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  the  township.  ^Irs.  Dorr.Muce  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  townshij)  of  Howell,  her  natal  day  being 
August  21b  1S2S.  She  is  an  estimable  l.-uly.  whosi' 
interests  are  clo.sely  united  with  those  of  her  hus- 
band. Mr.  Dorrance  breeds  horses,  cattle  and  sheej) 
of  graded  stock  and  is  the  owner  of  .some  of  the 
finest  aniinals  in  this  couut\'. 


e^-i-^i 


.RANGE  HANGS.  All  honor  .should  be  i-eii- 
dered  to  those  honorable  members  of  society' 
who,  by  hard  work  and  determined  activ- 
ity coupled  with  an  unfailing  energy,  have  devel- 
o|ied  the  resources  of  a  new  country,  and  double 
honor  should  be  paid  them  when  to  their  record 
of  industry  we  can  add  the  story  of  their  true  in- 
tegrity, i)ure  lives  and  beneficent  kindness  to 
others.  .V  high  aim  and  a  true  life  have  their  effect 
upon  the  community  just  as  surely  as  the  sunshine 
causes  the  trees  to  bu<l  and  the  flowers  to  bloom, 
and  it  is  as  necessary  and  \itai  a  part  in  the  de- 
velopment and  progress  of  social  life  as  the  lays 
of  the  sun  are  in  the  physical  world. 

Orange  Baiii>s  has  his    fine    farm   on   section  27, 


Ifnadilla  Township,  Livingston  County.  His  fa- 
ther. Nathaniel  Bangs,  was  a  Vermont  farmer,  and 
his  mothei'V  maiden  name  was  Mary  Woodman. 
They  were  both  born  thetireen  Mountain  State  and 
lived  there  for  a  few  \ears  after  their  marriage 
and  then  removed  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
ami  settled  upon  a  new  farm,  which  they  proceeded 
to  reduce  to  a  state  of  civilization.  There  the 
father  died,  and  the  mother  afterward  came  to 
Michigan,  where  .she  was  married  to  Samuel  Gilman, 
who  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  She  then  lived 
with  her  daughter  in  Van  Buren  County,  and  there 
passed  fi'om  earth  some  four  years  ago.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  who  grew  to 
maturity,  and  five  of  them  are  now  living. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  22. 
182fi.  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y..  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  attended  the  district  school 
in  his  native  State  and  began  for  himself  as  an  in- 
dependent fai'nier  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  At 
that  time  he  decided  to  come  West  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  on  section  36,  I'nadilla  Townshiji. 
Forty  acres  of  this  tract  of  one  hundred  was  al- 
leady  somewhat  im])roved.  Duiing  the  following 
year,  in  1S4S,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Laurettc  Morrison,  whose  jjarents  were  from  A'er- 
mont.  and  came  to  this  State  about  the  year  of 
181(1,  and  .settled  upon  a  farm  in  A'an  Buren 
County,  where  they  both  remained  through  the 
rest  of  theii'  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Mrs.  Bangs  was  born  in  1828,  and  her  marriage 
with  (_)ur  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Viola,  who  is  unmarried;  ()ri>halin  T., 
wife  of  George  Backus,  who  lives  in  this  town- 
shi}).  and  Kva  A.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Richmond,  re- 
.si<ling  in  this  townshi|).  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  called  to  pa.ss  to  her  heavenly  reward  .lune 
11.  18.S().  ;uid  her  daughter,  Viola,  is  now  her  ba- 
ther's home-maker.  Mrs.  Bangs  was  a  great  lover 
of  flowers,  and  the  surroundings  of  their  home 
abundantly  testify  to  the  fact  that  her  beautiful 
memory  is  kept  alive  by  the  cultivation  of  these, 
which  were  her  treasures. 

Mr.  Bangs  resided  for  nineteen  years  on  .section 
26,  and  has  now  made  his  home  for  tweuty-flve 
years  on  section  27,  where  he   has  three   hundred 
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and  niiu'tv  at'i-e!*  of  land,  two  hundred  and  t4gliiy 
ai-res  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  Upon  his 
lirst  occupancy  of  his  farm  lie  erected  a  log  house, 
a  frame  stable,  a  corn  house  and  a  hen  house,  and 
his  own  strong-  arm  felled  the  trees  on  fortv-tivi' 
acres  of  land.  He  rebuilt  tin-  house  on  section  27, 
and  also  an  excellent  hoise  barn,  measuring  20x60 
feet.  He  has  set  out  six  acres  of  orchard,  and  de- 
votes himself  to  general  farming. 

When  this  prosperous  man  came  to  Michigan  his 
cajiital  consisted  onl^-  of  what  he  had  been  able  to 
save  out  of  his  earnings  during  the  previous  two 
seasons,  and  amounted  to  $1(50  in  all,  so  that  it  is 
plain  to  see  that  he  has  earned  all  that  he  now 
possesses,  as  he  has  depended  entirely  upon  his 
own  exertions  through  life.  Both  he  and  \n>  hi 
meuted  companion  were  members  of  the  Presby 
terian  t'huich  at  the  village  of  LTnadilla,  where  he 
has  been  in  active  membership  for  forty  years, 
and  is  a  Trustee  of  the  church.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  political  issues  and  allies  him- 
self with  the  Repiil)lican  iiarty.  He  favors  the 
cause  of  temperance  and  education  and  gave  to 
every  one  of  his  children  excellent  advantages, 
which  they  prized  highly,  and  they  are  in  their 
lives  aliundantly  repaying  this  faitlifiil  parent  for 
his  devotion  to  their  care  and  training  in  their 
early  years. 

LONZO  GLEASOX.     We  are  gratified  to 
be  able  to  place  in  the  hands  of  our  readers 
a  brief  liiograiihical  sketch  of  Mi-.  Gleason, 
@//  who   is   so  well    known   throughout   Co- 

hoctah  Township.  Livingston  Covmty.  and  who  is 
most  highly  esteemed  ])ersonally,  as  is  also  his 
family.  He  is  a  native  of  the  lunpire  State,  lia\'ing 
been  bdrii  .lune  20,  1IS31,  in  Wlieeler.  Sleulien 
County.  His  parents,  Elijah  and  Elizal)eth  (Mc- 
Murphy)  Gleason,  were  also  New  Yorkers  by  birth. 
The  father  carried  on  farming  operations,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1836  came  by  lake  to  Michigan, 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres 
of  land  on  section  6,  Ilartland  Township,  and 
in  the    fall    of   1837    established     his    home,  and 


continued  here  until  his  death,  whii-li  l(Hik  place 
on  the  15th  of  .vpril.  1K50,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His  first  wife,  .\.l)igail 
Smith,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1810,  luought 
him  live  sons  and  live  daughters.  She  was  born 
March  7.  1793,  and  died  in  1822.  His  next  mar- 
riage was  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Billings,  «w  Mc- 
Mnrphy,  who  bore  to  him  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters, and  had  two  daughters  by  licr  previous 
marriage.  She  passed  from  earth  December  8, 
1849,  four  months  and  seven  days  previ(ms  to  the 
decease  of  her  husband.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views,  and  besides  his  farming  operations 
was  engaged  in  carjientrv. 

Having  received  ordinary  school  advantages  and 
thorough  drill  upon  the  f*rin.  our  subject  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
having  spent  several  years  in  remunciatixc  labor 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Ilartland 
]Mich.  In  the  spring  of  18.')7  he  exchanged  this 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Saginaw  County  and  two  years  later 
disposed  of  this  for  the  fifty  acres  where  he  now 
resides.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  .acres  on  sec- 
tiou  7,  which  he  now  holds,  he  has  improved  fully 
seventy  acres,  and  has  also  eighty  acres  on  section 
6,  which  has  been  partially  improved.  He  early 
became  interested  in  the  principles  proinulgated 
by  the  Republican  party,  and  is  now  an  earnest 
worker  for  the  cause  of  prohibition. 

Elvira  Thorp  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  July  8,  1857. 
She  is  a  native  of  Jlichigan  and  was  born  in  Fen- 
ton,  Genesee  County,  August  25,  1840,  being  a 
daughter  of  Norris  and  Eliza  Jane  (Richmond) 
Tlioip.  who  were  Imii-ii  in  New  York,  he  September 
14,  1814,  and  his  wife  April  9,  1820.  It  was  about 
1835  when  they  came  to  Feuton,  and  for  twenty- 
one  years  he  tilled  the  office  there  of  Deputy 
Sheriff.  After  a  residence  of  many  years  in  Ven- 
tou  they  lived  for  some  fifteen  j-ears  on  a  farm 
north  of  Holly,  O.akland  County,  where  his  wife 
died  October  1,  1881.  He  ended  his  eaithly  labors 
May  16,  1884,  at  Eenton.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children — Melissa,  Elvira,  Ella  L..  John  J., 
David  F.  and  Lucena.  P^Ua  died  young,  and  John 
and  David  served  their  country   during  the   Civil 
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War.     The  parents  have  long  been  connected  with 
the  Close  Communion  Baptist  Ciuirch. 

Six  children  enlivened  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  (Jleason,  the  first  horn  lieing  Ellery  and  Em- 
ery, twins;  and  the  next  liitrn  being  May  Bell 
and  Jay  Dell.  Iwiiis.  nfter  whom  came  Clarence 
and  Clarinda,  the  last-named  dying  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  May  15.  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Sdu'epfer.  For  some  twenty-five  years  our  subject 
and  his  wife  iiave  lieen  loyal  and  earnest  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  all  of  the  chil- 
dren are  united  with  their  parents  in  one  household 
of  Christian  faith.  Since  the  contemplation  of  the 
house  of  worship  which  was  erected  some  eighteen 
years  ago  Mr.  (Jleason  has  been  a  Trustee,  and  he  is 
much  relied  upon  where  good  judgment  and  sound 
discretion  are  needed  in  connection  with  a  true- 
hearted  devolion  to  tlie  cause  of  Christianitv. 


vi^  LBEUT  W.  CALLA1IA^•.  a  member  of  the 
l^  firm  of  Bailey  ct  Callahan,  iiublishers  and 
/*■ — ^  proprietors  of  the  >i'orth  Lansing  lieronl, 
was  born  near  Lansing,  March  26,  1870.  Mis  par- 
ents were  Russell  B.  and  Dellia  (Rockwell)  Calla- 
han. The  father  was  born  near  Sparta,  Ohio,  and 
when  fourteen  years  old  came  with  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  locating  near  the  present  city  of  Lan- 
sing, lie  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  and 
was  also  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
about  six  years  under  Harry  A.  Conant,  remaining 
with  succeeding  officers  until  a  change  of  admini- 
stration, lie  still  resides  in  Lansing,  honored  by 
all  who  know  him  for  the  integrity  of  his  life  and 
his  genial  kindliness  of  heart.  Two  children  were 
l)orn  to  them,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Georgia. 

The  gentleman  who  forms  the  subject  of  this 
sketeli  was  educated  in  Lansing,  graduating  from 
tlie  High  School  in  this  city  in  June,  189(1.  After- 
ward he  was  employed  temjjorarily  with  the  Slate 
Bepubllcan  and  thence  entered  the  office  of  the 
Saturday  Call,  being  thus  engaged  until  he  em- 
barked in  his  present  business.  The  North  Lansing 
ijecojv?  was  established  in  tlie  spring  of   1891,  tlie 


first  issue  being  May  1,  with  Messrs.  Bailey  &  Calla- 
han, editors  and  proprietors.  It  is  independent  in 
politics  and  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Lansing,  from  whom  it  receives  cordial 
support.  It  is  a  weekly  paper,  and  has  a  subscrip- 
tion list  of  about  one  thousand.  Mr.  Callahnn  has 
entire  charge  of  the  editorial  department,  while 
Mr.  Bailey  manages  the  composing  room.  As  a 
young  man  of  enterprise  and  i)ush.  Mr.  Callahan 
undoulitedly  has  a  bright  and  honored  future  be- 
fore him.  and  will,  should  his  life  be  spared,  become 
a  power  in  the  political  and  journalistic  world. 


-^Si£!^^;S^ 


li^-i^ll 


a5,vC2CL. 


^..^  ETII  H.  JIDD.  lie  wliose  name  is  at  the 
^5^^  head  of  this  sketch  is  one  who  has  been 
H\y3)  ^•''sociated  with  the  growth  of  the  county 
^^=^  and  counti-\-  for  nearl\-  forty  years  past, 
haying  come  here  in  1856,  at  which  time  he  settled 
on  section  20,  Handy  Township,  where  he  was  the 
owner  of  eighty  acres,  only  part  of  which  was  im- 
|)roved.  It  liore  a  log  house  and  a  frame  granary, 
winch,  however,  was  aderpiate  to  the  products  of 
those  early  days,  when  the  fields  bore  above  their 
green  or  golden  carpet  an  arabesque  of  rich  black 
stumi)age,  which  was  jierhaps  beautified  by  a  wild 
rose  or  an  unruly  lilacklierry  vine,  that  trailed  its 
luxuriant  length  and  luscious  fruit  against  the 
etJective  background. 

t)ur  subject  continued  in  the  place  as  it  origin- 
ally was  for  about  twenty  years  and  tlicn  huught 
a  tr.act  of  land  acro.ss  the  road  on  section  29,  where 
he  resides  at  the  present  time  and  which  he  has 
improved  by  erecting  a  good,  substantial  dwelling 
and  tine  barns  and  granaries.  He  now  farms  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  has  under  tlie 
finest  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Judd  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  X.  Y.,  November  28,  1824.  He 
is  a  son  of  Ozias  and  Martha  (Baker)  Judd,  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  They  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  in  1831  and  settled  in  the 
township  of  Lodi,  wliicli  at  that  time  was  an  almost 
impenetrable  forest.  There  the  father  took  up 
eighty  acres  of  Government  laud  which  he  im- 
proved to  such  an  extent  before  his  death  that  the 
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work  was  easily  carried  on  ami  perfected  by  lii> 
t-(in.  Our  subject's  father  was  the  first  Township 
Clerk  to  be  elected  to  that  ofUce  in  this  district. 
He  was  associated  with  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
vote  and  political  following  and  like  the  majority 
of  earl_y  settlers  was  a  Mason,  for  in  those  early 
da_ys  the  loyaltj'  of  fraternity  was  needed  to  miti- 
gate in  as  great  a  measure  as  possible  tlie  liard.-liips 
of  the  period. 

Six  children  came  to  llie  fireside  and  were  wel- 
comed to  the  board;  they  are  Lucema.  Amarilis. 
our  subject,  Betsey,  Esther  and  William.  Lucema 
is  now  Mrs.  Carmer;  Amarilis  is  ifrs.  Crain.  Oui- 
subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  Ozias  and  Lii 
cema  (Ilulett)  Judd.  They  were  from  the  Eastern 
States.  The  former  was  a  lilacksmith  by  trade 
though  he  followed  the  calling  of  a  farmer  for  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life.  He  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  where  he  continued  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  his  decease.  He  was  the  father 
of  tliree  children. 

Tlie  original  of  our  slceteh  received  the  educa- 
tional advantages  offered  at  the  district  schools  in 
which  he  was  reared.  Wlien  ids  attention  was  not 
demanded  by  school  work  lie  aided  his  father  on 
the  farm.  He  continued  to  live  at  lionie  until 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  after  sixteen  years  of  age 
having  had  entire  charge  of  the  farm.  In  the 
year  of  18.5()  Mr.  Judd  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces Mather,  who  was  born  \u  Washtenaw  Count\'. 
in  the  township  of  Scio  burn  Octolier  1.  1<S3.'). 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Marilla  (New- 
comb)  Mather,  natives  of  New  York  State.  They 
were  early  settlers  in  Waslitenaw  County,  whence 
they  came  to  Handy  Township,  this  county,  w^here 
the  father  lived  until  his  decease.  He  was  Road 
Commissioner  and  Townshi])  Treasurer  and  enjo\- 
ed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
A  friend  to  young  and  old,  rich  and  jjoor.  he  was 
generally  called  liy  tlu'  affectionate  and  familiai 
title.  ••  Uncle  Cal." 

yiv.  Judd  has  been  awarded  several  local  offices 
liy  virtue  of  his  fitness.  He  has  been  Supervisor, 
.lustice  of  the  Peace,  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Inspectoi'  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
interesting  the  townspeople  in  the  Ituilding  of 
good    roads.     Religious     and    educational     liodies 


never  appeal  to  liiui  in  vain,  nor  di)  indivi<luals 
who  stand  in  need  of  his  kindly  word  or  patient 
sympathy  ever  turn  away  from  him  unregarded. 
Tliree  children  lia\i'  risen  up  almut  tlie  parents  to 
call  them  l)lessed  in  tlieii-  latter  years.  They  are 
Helen,  Ozias  and  .Marilla.  Helen  is  now  Mrs. 
Grover,  of  Handy  Townshii);  (^zias  is  Super\'isor  of 
tliis  township  at  the  present  time;  he  also  fills  the 
offices  of  School  Inspectoi  and  Township  Treas- 
urer. Politically  Mr.  Judd  is  a  Democrat.  He 
also  was  a  3Lason.  Mr.  .ludd  has  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune  and  is  determined  to  fully  enjoy 
it  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  has  a  beautiful 
lion. I  and  is  sinrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of 
life. 


,v^A  HESTER  AM.  SEBASTIAN  CABOT.  This 
(li^"'.,  worthy  father  and  son  who  have  been  in 
^>^'  partnership  in  business  and  on  the  farm  for 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  are  among  the 
progressive  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Leroy 
Townshi)).  Ingham  County,  claim  their  descent 
from  the  noted  discoverer,  Sebestian  Cabot,  who 
came  witli  his  brother  .John  to  the  New  World 
centuries  ago.  Their  richly  cultivated  faiiii  and 
handsome  home  and  excellent  farm  buildings  area 
standing  monument  to  their  industry  and  good 
management  and  their  two  hiindred  acres  of  land, 
in  which  they  are  ecjual  partners,  comprise  an  es- 
tate which  is  a  credit  to  the  townshij). 

Chester  Cabot  was  born  Septembci  22.  l«ll.in 
Herkimer  County,  N.  V.,and  is  a  son  of  Justice 
and  Lydia  (Robinson)  Cabot,  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land. He  is  the  youngest  of  their  eleven  children 
and  was  only  seven  years  old  when  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood, receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  school,  which  gave  him  a  good  foundation 
for  future  studies,  which  he  has  carried  on  by  hini- 
.self  through  reading. 

The  most  interesting  event  of  the  young  man- 
hood of  our  subject  was  his  marriage  in  New  York 
to  Mary  Feuner  in  \^'.i7t.  Only  one  child  of  this 
marriage  sui'vives — Sebastian.      After  the  dealli  of 
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Mrs.  Mary  Cabot,  Mr.  Cabot  was  united  with  his 
present  wile  in  1!S;").S.  HelV)re  her  union  with  him 
slie  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  Tiittle.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Cahot  liad  one  son,  wlio  is  deceased.  Mr.  Cabot  is 
a  natiir.'U  nieelianic  and  tlirouijhout  his  life  as  a 
farmer  he  has  done  liis  own  blaeksniitliing  and 
woodwoi'k  whenever  needed  on  tlie  farm,  and  dui- 
inii  liis  residence  in  ^Monroe  County.  X.  V..  lie 
antl  his  son  Seljastian  were  in  partnership  in  a 
wagon  and  carriage  factor^'  and  a  blacksmith  sho}) 
in  whieli  tliey  were  engaged  for  a  nunilier  of  years 
and  kei)t  three  l)lacksmilh  fires going.  They  finally 
exchanged  the  shop  for  the  farm  upon  which  they 
now  live  in  Leroy  Townsliip.  and  in  187CI  made 
their  home  upon  it,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Tliey  work  together  most  harmoniously.  They 
have  person!  lly  d<me  most  of  the  work  upon  their 
line  liarn  and  excellent  house  and  they  own  to- 
gether two  hundred  acres  of  laud,  most  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  as  they  have  themselves  cleared 
the  timber  fiom  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres. 

While  living  in  Xew  York  Chester  Cabot  ser^'ell 
for  some  time  as  Supervisor  of  the  tciwnship  and 
also  lilh'd  the  othce  of  Assessor,  besides  other  ofli- 
cial  positions.  Sebastian  Cabot  was  bcmi  Septem- 
ber 26,  l.S.'i(),  and  was  married  in  18()7  to  Sarah 
Ingalsbe  wlio  died  in  1872.  Both  the  father  and 
son  are  earnest  Prohibitionists  in  their  |)olitical 
views  and  ever  active  in  the  temperance  cause. 


'  ACOB  OANSLEY.  The  paper  of  whicli  this 
gentleman  is  the  owner  and  proprietor,  is 
the  ^Michigan  Staata  Zi'ihmg  and  is  the  only 
(ierman  newspaper  published  in  lugham 
County.  Five  years  ago,  about  188(5.  it  was  estab- 
lished in  Lansing,  and  now  enjoys  a  circulation  of 
aliout  five  hundred,  being  independent  politically, 
with  a  tendency  toward  the  piinciples  of  tlie  Dem- 
ocratic party.-  Mr.  Gansley  purchased  the  |)a)jer 
December  19, 18iHi.  and  now  eniiih)ys  A\illiam  Hicli- 
mond  as  editor. 

Mr.  (ianslev  was  liorn  in  (iermany.  December  IG. 
18.59,  and  received  his  eai'ly  education    in    his   na- 


tive land.  In  1873  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic, 
locating  first  in  Detroit,  and  for  four  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business  in  Saginaw,  this 
State.  He  came  to  Lansing  in  1885,  and  entered 
the  store  of  his  uncle,  George  Gansley,  as  a  clerk. 
Un  November  11,  1886,  he  eml)arked  in  business 
for  hi-nself  and  opened  one  of  the  finest  fitted 
up  saloons  in  the  city.  Here  he  has  Miice  done  .a 
prosperous  business.  With  the  exception  of  occa- 
sionally serving  as  a  delegate,  he  has  not  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Indei)endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Ikmor,  the  Arliciter  Society, 
Leider  Krantz  and  Turner  Verein.  His  wife,  with 
whom  he  was  united  in  marriage,  September  15, 
1887,  b()re  the  maiden  name  of  Hattie  Holmes,  and 
resided  prior  to  her  marriage  in  Saginaw. 


ILLIATM  BLEEKMAX  is  the  owner  of  and 
rw»/     resident    upon    the   fine   farm   located  on 

Wm  section  10,  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham 
County.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
who  in  an  early  day  removed  to  Fulton  County, 
N.  v.,  where  !>e  was  married  to  ^liss  Diantha  Dilible, 
also  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Theie  they  passed 
their  lives,  the  decease  of  the  father  occurring  in  the 
Empire  State.  It  is  a  fact  to  be  remembered  that 
our  subject's  father  and  mother  were  members  of 
the  Universalist  Church  at  a  day  when  that  sect  was 
but  little  known.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Em]iire  State  and  when  he  had  reached  manhood 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Daniel 
(iildersleeve,  a  native  of  New  .jersey  and  an  early 
settler  of  New  York,  going  to  that  State  with  his 
parents  when  a  lioy  fifteen  years  of  age.  His  wife 
was  Silence  Earl  liefore  her  marriage.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  On  the  death  of  the  father  in  New  York 
the  widow  came  to  ^Michigan,  and  her  decease  took 
place   in    Ingham  County  while  with  her  children. 

As  the  years  went  liy  a  group  of  young  people 
gathered  about  the  sober  and  occu)(ied  lives  of  their 
parents  and  our  subject  became  the  fatlier  of  six 
cliildren    whose  names   are   ^I.  Ella.  Ida  and   -\da 
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(twins)  Louisa.  Georgiana  and  Josephine,  all  of 
whom  ajv  living  and  nianied.  with  tlic  exii'iition 
of  Josephine  who  remains  at  liome  with  her  par- 
ents. In  IS.").')  !Mr.  Blcekman  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham 
County,  on  eighty  acres  of  land  to  which  he  after- 
ward added  forty  acres.  It  was  all  heavily  lim- 
licred  and  he  at  once  began  the  work  of  clearing 
and  imprcjving.  now  having  one  luindred  and  ten 
acres  under  cultivation. 

.\s  can  he  imagined  by  one  who  has  been  in  the 
timber  regions  of  Michigan  and  who  knows  how 
hard  it  is  to  get  laborers,  the  work  of  improving 
our  sul)ject's  place  has  been  slow  and  ardu(iu>.  He 
has  l)uilta  good  house  and  liarn  and  i.-  the  posses>()r 
of  a  tine  farm  that  is  under  a  tine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  hardships  of  pioneer  life  are  as  familiar 
to  him  as  liave  become  the  comforts  of  modern 
agricultural  life.  On  his  advent  here  the  ])ioneers 
had  full  chance  to  exercise  their  >kill.fur  the  deer 
and  wild  turkey  with  which  the  forests  al)ounded 
had  hardly  become  afraid  of  mankind,  and  were 
easily  shot.  The  first  pie  for  which  Mrs.  Bleekman 
covild  atford  pastry  was  made  of  venison.  He  and 
his  wife  have  lived  together  for  about  forty-six 
years  and  their  friends  hope  that  they  will  have  an 
ii]ii)i)rtunity  to  celeljrate  with  them  their  golden 
wedding.  Sometime  ago  they  took  a  tri])  l)ack  to 
their  native  State  and  came  l)aek  more  than  con- 
tented with  their  lot  in  life. 

jMr.  Bleekman  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  fol- 
lowing and  is  a  warm  adherent  of  his  part\-.  lie 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number  of  vcais 
and  has  also  been  Treasurer  and  Highway  Conunis- 
sioner.  lie  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 


X(  )BLK.  This  well-known  citizen  and 
^^  farmer  of  repute,  wh<xse  estate  is  situated 
on  section  ll.l'nadilla  Township.  Living- 
ston County-,  is  a  son  of  Albert  C.  Xoble, 
a  Connecticut  farmer,  and  Harriet  A.  WoodrufT.  a 
native  of  ^Massachusetts.  These  respected  i)areiits 
were    married    in    Xew    York   where  thev   resiih'd 


until  they  came  to  Michigan  in  June,  1843, 
and  settled  on  an  imi)roved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  tifty-eight  acres,  where  Charles  Woodruff  now 
lives.  The  father  died  Feliruary  1;').  18()4.  and  the 
mother's  life  ended  .luly  'MK  ISTI.  Only  two  of 
their  lune  children  have  passed  on  to  the  other 
life.  The  mother  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Preslnterian  Church  and  gave  to  her  children  in- 
struction in  the  duties  of  a  religious  life.  The 
father  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  warmly  interesteil  in  the  i)r<jsperity  of 
the  party. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  Xovemlier  U). 
181(1.  and  he  first  saw  the  light  in  Monroe  County. 
X.  Y.  As  he  w.a.s  a  small  child  when  he  came  to 
^lichigan  he  received  his  education  here  in  district 
No.  .").  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  life  for 
himself.  In  1862,  after  two  years  of  w-orking  for 
neighboring  farmers  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  there 
spent  two  years  working  in  the  pineries,  in  the 
northern  jiart  of  that  .State,  but  about  this  *^ime  he 
heard  of  the  death  of  his  father  and  decided  filial 
duty  and  inclination  lioth  led  him  home  to  care  for 
his  mother,  and  he  remained  with  her  until  her 
death  taking  charge  of  the  old  farm. 

Sarah  M.  Ilaviland  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
young  lady  who  tiecame  Mrs.  Xoble.  July  13. 
187.'^  She  is  a  daughter  of  Lewis  J.  and  Adeline" 
(Stewart)  Ilaviland.  who  weie  early  settlers  in 
lf)sco  Townshij).  this  county,  where  her  father  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  as  the  mother  had 
passed  away  some  years  ago.  Mrs.  X'olile  wlio  was 
born  .lune  26.  184,5,  in  Iosco  Township,  is  well  ed- 
ucated and  ha-;  taught  school  for  some  fifteen 
terms.  Xo  children  have  blessed  their  home,  but 
she  has  employed  lier  activities  in  outside  work 
which  has  l)een  a  benefit  to  the  neighliorhood.  .She 
is  an  etticient  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
.She  and  her  hiisl)and  adopted  a  young  girl  of  nine 
years.  Izena  Ilaviland  by  name,  and  had  her  name 
legally  ch.anged  to  Izena  X'oble.  This  daughter 
they  reared  to  woinanln)od  and  she  is  n<,)w  the  wife 
of  William  Cadwell  of  ICast  .b)rdan.  .Mich. 

One  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  fine  land  forms 
the  estate  of  Jlr.  Xoble  and  ninety  .acres  of  this 
are  under  the  plow.  With  the  exception  of  the 
house  all  the  buildings    upon     the    farm  have  been 
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put  up  l)v  liim.  Be.^ide*  carryiiig  ou  general  farm- 
iuo-  he  makes  soniethiDsi:  of  a  specially  of  tine  Me- 
rino slieep  of  whieli  he  n(iw  has  some  seventy 
head.  Draft  horses  of  the  Pereherou  and  t'iydes- 
dale  breeds  are  to  he  found  u])oii  his  place  and  he 
has  a  fine  youny  mare  of  lilooded  stiX'k  wliieh  was 
a  .T.  W.  P>ailey  colt.  He  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 
sehodl  district  for  six  years  and  is  stronirly  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Hepulilican  party. 


E.^ 


LOXZO  DK'KKPSOX.  deceased.  The  mem- 
(^/Lljl  oi-y  of  the  good  who  have  departed 
(i  this  life  should  he  tenderly  cherished  by 
those  who  are  left  behind,  and  the  record 
of  a  man  who  has  achieved  woitliy  wnik  in  a  com- 
munity should  lie  kci)t  green  for  the  benelit  of  the 
rising  generation,  that  they  may  study  and  co]iy 
the  excellent  traits  which  made  him  woiihy  of  their 
respect.  This  former  prominent  resident  of  Locke 
Township,  Ingham  County,  was  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Xovemlier  27. 
1828.  His  parents  were  Abram  and  ].,ucretia 
Dickerson.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  receiycd  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  early  schools  of  New  Y^)rk. 

This  gentleman  was  united  with  the  companion 
of  his  choice  Decemlier  19,  18o;3,  his  bride  being 
Ann  Carr,  who  was  born  .Inly  23.  1832.  in  Englan<l. 
Her  parents  wcie  Koliert  ami  Sarah  Carr  and  they 
eniigrated  to  this  coiniti'y  when  their  daughter  was 
but  four  years  old.  Her  home  was  in  .Vmstcrdam, 
N.  Y..  until  she  reached  her  nuith  year,  and  then 
her  parents  removed  to  Ontario  County,  where  she 
grew  to  maturity.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickerson 
were  born  four  children — Etta,  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Rann  of  Shiaw-assee  County  and  Ella,  wife 
of  Lyman  Bennett,  of  Perry,  Mich.  The  other 
two  died  in  infam-y.  In  18r)3  our  subject  came 
with  his  wife  and  located  in  Washtenaw  County. 
Mich.,  coming  tlience  to  Ingham  County,  where 
they  located  in  Locke  Townshi|),  making  tlieir  home 
on  the  farm  where  the  widow-  now  resides.  Here 
they  lived  from  1868  to  1883  when  ]\Ir.  Dickerson 
died  on    the  last  day  of   the  year.     He    had    done 


much  pioneer  work  and  had  cleared  up  and  devel- 
oped a  farm.  His  property  was  gained  by  his  own 
exertions,  as  he  had  no  one  to  start  him  in  life.  He 
left  to  his  family  one  liundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  one  hundred  of  which  arc  now  the  property  of 
the  widow,  and  it  all  rc|ircsents  the  product  of  his 
life-work. 

In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  and 
mo.st  respected  citizens.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
his  political  views  and  had  served  as  Highway 
Commissioner  in  Locke  Township.  It  is  said  that 
he  had  no  enemies  and  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  his  intelligence  and  enterprise  brought  him 
into  the  front  I'ank  among  the  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship. His  wichiw  is  prominent  in  social  and  chuirh 
circles,  being  a  memlier  of  the  Fnited  Brclhien 
Church. 


'^^^^. 
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CHARLES  II.  (JIBBS.    Although  in  the  meri- 
dian of  life,  our  subject   is    to   the  •'  manor 
born  "  of  the  agricultural   fiaternity.     He 
was  born  June  (i.  184;'),  in  the  town  of  Av(.)n.  Oak- 
[    land  County,  this  State,  and    is  a   son  of  Graham 
and  Amanda  (Toms)  Oilibs.     He  is  a  grandson  of 
Calvin  Gibbs,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and  who 
[    was  by  calling  a  farmer.     He  died  while   comiiara- 
I    lively  a  young  man.  but    was    the    father  of   four 
I    sons  and    four  daughters.     The  sons  were  Calvin, 
I   ]Mon roe,  Graham  and  Austin.     The  daughters  were 
Julia,  Clarissa.  Emily  and  Charlotte. 

The  grandsire  of  the  worthy  subject  of  our 
sketch  came  to  ^lichigan  and  settled  in  .Macomb 
County  about  1822  or  1823.  He  staid  for  a  time 
at  Red  River,  and  then  proceeded  to  Troy,  Oak- 
land County,  where  he  died  in  1824.  His  widow 
afterward  married  a  ^Ir.  ^Marvin,  and  her  decease 
took  place  in  St.  John's,  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  She  was  a  lifelong  member 
of  the  Baptist  C  hurch.  and  a  devoted  and  con- 
sistent Christian.  Our  subject's  father  was  born 
in  Herkimer  County.  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  parents 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Avon,  being  one  of 
the  very  fir^t  to  settle  in  Oakland  County.  Me 
now  lives  in  Pontiac,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 
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His  wife  still  survives.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  fhikli-en — Emma  and  Charles  II.,  the  latter 
lieing  the  jjentlenian  of  whom  we  write.  The 
family  are  of  tlie  Episc-opal  persuasion. 

Mr.  (ribbs'  mother  was  born  in  Blotjmfield.  X. 
V.  Slie  was  the  daughter  of  Alviu  and  Jlinerva 
(Phelps)  Toms,  and  was  one  of  seven  cliildren 
l)orn  to  her  parents,  there  being  three  sons — Rob- 
ert P..  Joel  P.  and  Justice  W.  The  daughters 
were  Olive,  who  was  Mrs.  Wilcox;  Amanda,  who 
married  Mr,  Gibbs.  and  JIaria,  wife  of  Judge 
Powell,  The  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The 
early  training  of  our  subject  was  that  of  a  farmer's 
lad,  and  the  rudiments  of  his  education  were 
acquired  in  the  district  .school  in  the  vicinity  f)f 
his  home.  He  also  went  to  Pontiac  to  school. 
At  sixteen  3'ears  of  age  he  began  his  work  as  a 
bread-winner,  entering  a  store  at  Saginaw. 

In  December,  1  «(J4,  Mr.  Gibbs  enlisted  in  the  army 
and  was  assigTied  to  duty  as  teamster  in  a  wagon 
train,  serving  most  of  the  time  on  the  road  between 
Raleigh  and  ."^pringlield.  !Mo.  At  twenty-three 
veal's  of  age,  having  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his 
father's  farm  he  began  life  for  himself.  With  the 
exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Waterford  and 
one  at  Knoxville,  our  subject  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  until  18«5.  He  then  sold  his  place  and 
went  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  August,  18^8,  w'here 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  where 
he  resides  on  section  5,  of  Deerfield  Township  on 
the  place  known  as  the  Hawley  farm. 

The  farm  upon  which  Mr.  (;ilil)s  resides  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  county;  his  barns  are  very 
large  and  well-built;  his  residence  is  a  home  of 
comfort  and  enjoj'ment;  his  fields  are  well  tilled 
and  the  stock  sleek  and  well  fed.  I'revions  to 
this  time  he  wiis  a  dairyman.  He  had  the  first 
herd  of  (guernsey  cattle  in  Michigan,  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  is  a  fervent  Reijublican  in  his  polit- 
ical belief.  He  was  married  .June  1.'5.  I8(i8  to  Kva 
L.  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Avon,  August  29.  IH.'rJ. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Harry  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Swan)  Davis  natives  of  Jladi.-^on  nud  Albany. 
>«.  Y,,  respectively.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  faniiei-  .■nid 
came  to  Avon,  Oakland  County  in  an  early  day. 
He  there  resided  until  liis  death  which  occurred  in 
18,")S.     He  was  an  old  soldier  in  the  ^I»'\ican  Wai'. 
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The  two  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  were 

Eva  L.  and  Harry  J.  Mrs,  Gibbs'  father  was  a 
sou  of  Isaac  and  Roxy  (Wilson)  Davis,  who  came 
to  ^ladison  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
He  died  in  the  first-named  place  and  his  widow 
came  to  Michigan,  her  decease  occiuring  in  New 
York,  in  1866  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
Four  children  have  graced  the  domestic  realm,  of 
which  our  subject  is  head.  They  are  Eddy  C, 
Harry  G..  Emma  M,  and  Amelia  M. 


INTSFOHD  B.  DEMEREST.  Truth  and 
))  purity  in  the  end  always  win  the  day.  and 
the  exponents  of  these  i)rincii)les  inevitably 
gain  an  ascendency  over  tho.se  who  are  careless  as 
to  these  potent  principles.  He  of  whom  we  write 
has  jilwajs  adhered  to  the  principles  of  tempei-- 
ance.  morality  and  truth,  and  has  the  respect  and 
regard  of  his  fellow-men.  He  is  a  farmer  living 
on  section  28.  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  is  the  pro[)rietor  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  which  he  devotes  for  the  most  part  to  the 
raising  of  Short-horn  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  hogs, 
etc.  His  place  is  one  of  the  representative  farms 
of  his  township,  being  a  model  of  neatness, 
scientific  culture  and  productivess. 

^Ir.  Demerest  is  a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State 
and  is  Ihoroughly  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  its  soil,  its  atmosphere,  etc.,  and  thus  has  the 
advantage  over  many  agriculturists  who  are 
obliged  to  familiarize  themselves  with  a  new  tract. 
Pie  was  liorn  in  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  County, this 
State,  the  16th  of  August,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Ann  K.  (Dey)  Demerest.  natives  of  Rock- 
land and  Seneca  Counties,  X,  Y.  .lolin  Demerest 
came  to  Washtenaw  County,  >Iicli.,  in  the  \ear  of 
1841,  and  was  here  married.  He  eaine  to  Living- 
ston County  in  October,  1849,  and  .settled  in  tin- 
same  township  where  he  has  since  lived.  Since 
being  here  he  has  held  the  oHice  of  Commissioner. 
( )nr  subject's  paternal  grandi)arents  were  John 
and  >«ancy(  Phillips)  Demerest. natives  of  Rockland 
County.  They  came  to  iNIichigan  in  1 842.  settling  in 
Alleii:an  Countw  where  tlie\   lived  f.u-  two  or  three 
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years  and  then  removed  to  this  county.  Our  f>uli- 
ject's  grandfatlier  who  was  a  Democrat,  was  a  sol- 
dier ill  tlic  AVar  of  1H12.  Xaiicy  Phillip's  father 
was  (iilbcrt  Phillijis,  a  native  of  New  York,  where 
he  carried  on  his  trade,  whicli  wasth.at  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  lie  also  was  a  Democrat  as  is  the 
father  of  onr  subject. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  onr  subject  still 
occupy  the  old  homestead  which  their  son  and  our 
subject  conducts.  The  father  is  seventy-six  years 
of  age  and  his  wife  sixty-six  years  old.  They 
liave  only  two  children,  he  of  whom  we  write,  and 
William.  Tlie  latter  is  a  druggist  in  Webberville. 
He  has  a  very  pleasant  hcmie  over  whicli  presides 
his  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Miss  Mary 
Cruse,  of  Marion  Township.  Both  husband  and 
wife  are  memliers  of  the  Metiiodist  Ejiiscoiia! 
Church,  and  William  is  a  Democrat  and  :iii  ()(lil 
Fellow. 

Our  subject  was  educated  iu  Handy  Towiisliip 
and  then  look  a  commercial  course  at  Albion,  this 
State.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  some  years.  He  has  alw.ays  made  his 
home  witli  his  parents  and  since  l!S7!i  has  taken 
charge  of  the  farm.  The  confidence  that  his  fel- 
low townsmen  repose  in  his  judgment  and  .ability 
is  shown  by  the  fact  tliaf  he  has  been  elected  to 
fill  several  township  t>flices,  having  held  that  of 
Treasurer  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Lintsford  Demerest  w.as  united  in  marriage 
in  1H74  to  Miss  Matilda  A.  Saunders.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Fi'ederick  and  Mary  (Love)  Saunders, 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  America  in  the 
early  history  of  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  towii- 
sliij)  of  Marion,  this  county,  where  they  engaged 
in  farming.  The  niotlier  died  in  Shiawassee 
County,  to  which  place  they  had  nu)ved  in  the 
spring  of  l^i7.").  Air.  Saunders  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative agricultural  men  of  that  county  and  h.as 
been  very  successful  in  his  business.  Mrs.  Deinere<t 
died  November  6,  188.').  He  contracted  a  second 
inarri.age.  Miss  Mary  J.  Saunders  becoming  his  wife 
April  fi.  1888.     She  is  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Our  subject  has  a  family  of  three  Cliildreii. 
whose  names  are  Alta  M.,  Bertha  B.  and  Laverne  .1. 
Mr.  Demerest  now  belongs  to  the  Industrial  party. 
He  is  also  a  member  of   the  Farmer's  Alliance  and 


of  the  G-i-ange.  In  their  church  associations  he 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  our  subject  is 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  is  a  be- 
liever in  the  temperance  cause,  as  he  is  iu  all  pro- 
gressive movements,  but  that  of  temperance  is 
particularly  vital  to  him  and  he  would  gladly  do 
all  he  could  to  see  it  advanced.  Mr.  Demerest  is  a 
man  who  is  looked  up  to  with  all  deference  and 
regard    by    his    associates    and    fellow-townsmen. 


m. 


OHN  E.  CLEMENTS.  Not  a  few  of  the 
farmers  of  Marion  Township,  Livingston 
County.  Iiad  their  nativity  in  this  very 
county,  .and  among  such  we  find  st)me  who 
arc  of  foreign  iiarentage.  liut  who  liave  brought 
inherited  traits  to  bear  in  developing  the  newer 
civilization  of  our  Western  country.  He  of  whom 
ue  write  was  born  of  English  parentage  in  Marion 
Township  in  January,  18t;t. 

Thomas  Clements,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  ill  England  in  1817,  and  although  he  had 
very  scant  opportunities  for  an  education  devoted 
himself  with  great  industry  and  foresight  to  his 
work  MS  a  farmer.  Finding,  however,  that  there 
was  but  little  opportunity  for  him  to  attain  much 
financial  success  in  the  old  country,  he  determined 
to  come  to  America.  After  spending  some  time  in 
the  I'nited  States  and  Canada,  Thomas  Clements 
returned  to  England  to  bring  hence  the  one  whom 
he  liad  chosen  as  his  wife — Martha  Holmes.  I'lion 
his  return  to  this  country  he  came  to  Detroit,  and 
in  1845  made  his  home  in  Marion  Township,  where 
he  lirst  liought  eighty  acres  which  he  afterward 
disposed  of  and  liought  one  hundred  iu  another 
jiart  of  the  township,  and  somewhat  later  added  to 
it  by  ))iircliase  of  another  hundred. 

The  father  of  our  subject  resides  now  on  section 
17.  Marion  Township,  and  of  his  nine  children  our 
subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  age.  In  186.5  he 
lost  the  wife  of  his  youth  and  in  1867  he  was  again 
united  in  marriage.  By  this  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ann  Robbins,  he  has  one  daughter. 
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His  political  \icws  liriiii;- liiiii  ill  sympathy  uilli  the 
DeiiKiriatie  partly.  One  of  tiie  most  iiiti'ivstiiiu 
I'Xix'iiciRfS  of  his  life  is  his  trii)  to  California  in 
1852,  whfii  he  went  overlaml  and  spent  a  year  or 
two  in  the  mines,  eominu-  home  by  w.ay  of  Panama. 
At  one  time  while  on  his  tri))  the  iiarty  left  the 
trail  and  took  a  short  ent.  during;'  which  excursion 
tiiey  were  attacked  liy  Indians.  Once  when  lie  was 
untying  his  lior.se  an  arrow  from  an  Indian  how 
struck  the  tree  over  his  head  ami  he  only  escaped 
by  the  speed  of  his  horse.  He  stopped  at  Salt  Lake 
City  where  he  had  the  questionable  distinction  of 
stacking  grain  for  lirigham  Young. 

In  early  youth  our  subject's  school  advantages 
were  limited  but  he  w-as  not  content  with  a  narrow 
education .  1  le  therefore  after  reacliing  his  majority 
worked  until  he  had  earned  -§200  and  then  devoted 
that  Sinn  to  his  expenses  while  atscliool  in  Howell, 
lie  then  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty  more, 
and  in  1874  he  married  Lydia  Papworth,  daughter 
of  'I'lioiiias  i'apworth,  an  P^nglisliman,  who  had 
seven  children,  his  daughter  Lydia  being  born  in 
18.")0.  To  this  wife  were  born  three  cliildreii,  Ida 
L.,  George  (i.aiid  Grace.  In  1887  Mrs.  Lydia  Cle- 
ments was  called  to  her  eternal  home. 

The  lady  who  now  presides  with  so  inucli  grace 
and  dignity  over  the  liousehold  of  Mr.  Clements 
was,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  him,  a  widow, 
haying  one  child,  Alice  J.  She  was  Mrs.  Kllen 
(Twilley)  lieach.  daughter  of  James  Twilley,  who 
came  to  Brighton  from  England  at  an  eail\-  day 
and  had  a  family  of  five  daughters.  Jlrs.  Clements 
was  born  in  England  in  1818  and  she  has  now  two 
beautiful  children,  (iail  H.  and  (Jleiidoii  T.  While 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  was  being  built 
in  West  JIarion  Mr.  Clements  was  one  of  the  'I'lus- 
tees  who  had  ehiirge  of  that  responsible  work  and 
he  is  now  Steward  in  this  church,  wlicic  he  and 
his  w  ifc  are  active  and  devout  members. 

The  declarations  of  the  Democratic  party  em- 
body the  political  views  of  Mr.  Clements,  and  he 
is  active  in  his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  that  party. 
He  w.as  the  first  Township  Suiierintendent  of 
Schools  which  Marion  Township  ever  had,  and  has 
.also  filled  with  etticiency  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents  the  oHices  of  .lustice  of  the  Peace  and 


SiipciN  isor.  lie  is  now  starting  iiitotlie  fruit  bus- 
iness and  has  from  four  hundred  to  live  hundred 
l)each  trees,  twenty  jiear  trees  and  forty  plum  trees 
upon  his  place,  lie  has  also  planted  one  hundred 
grape  vines  and  one  hundred  dewberry  bushes. 
His  registered  (iailoway  cattle  are  valuable  ad- 
junct.s  of  his  farm  and  he  has  some  of  the  best 
sheep  for  tine  wool  in  the  township,  but  they  are 
not  of  the  registered  grades. 
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,_^  ON.  .JACOB  KANOISK.     Indoubtedly    of 
j  German   descent,   our  subject  belongs  to  a 
family  whose  more   recent   representatives 
have  been  closely  associated  with  the  growth 
and  history  of  New  Jersey.     The  representative  of 
the  present  generation,  of   whom   we  are   writing, 
residing  in  Cohoctah  Township,  has  been  a   Repre- 
sentative  of  his   district  in   the  State  Legiilature, 
Now    one    of    the    leading    farmers    and    citizens 
of  this  vicinity,  he  was  born  August   23,    1817,   in 
the  town  of  Rockaway,  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  and 
is  a  son  of  Peter  and  .Sarah  (Cook)  Kanouse,  and  a 
grandsini  of  Jacob  I\anouse,  who  in  turn  was  a  son 
of  .Jacob  Kanouse,  who  came    from  (Germany.     He 
came   here  in  Colonial  days  and  was  a  representa- 
tive of  the  class  of  toilers  whose  native  shrewdness 
and  wit  was  their  only  stock  in  trade,   for  he  was 
sold   to    |:iay   his    passage    hither.     His    wife,    who 
accomi)anied  him,  was  also  sold  to  the  same  man  to 
whom  her  husband  was  bound,  and    together  they 
served    for  seven    years,  after  which  they  married 
and  were  successful   in    accumulating   a   handsome 
|)roperty,   comprising  over  two  hundred  acres  of 
land.     The  first  wife,  who   was    the   companion    of 
his  ilays  of  poverty  and  privatitm,  liore  him  four 
cliildren,  all  sons;  she  died  and  he  married  sigain. 
The  second  wifi'  presented  him  with  three  .sons  and 
one  daughter.     As  was  the  custom  at  that  time,  on 
the  <U'cease  of  the  first  wife  she  was  interred  on  his 
farm.      i'lie   frame  house  in  which  they  lived  when 
beginning    life    still   stands,   and    his  descendants, 
who  are  very  iiiinierous,  find  in  it  .•!  lilting   memo- 
rial of  the  industry,  sacrifice,  piudenee  and  economy 
of  their  early  progenitor. 
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Our  subject's  grandfather  was  horn  in  Morris 
(Viiintv,  N.  J.,  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  As  the 
domestic  altar  was  raised  the  household  was  en- 
hirged  to  include  four  sons,  whose  names  were 
.Joseph,  Peter,  Frederick  and  Conrad,  all  of  whom 
married,  with  the  exception  of  Conrad,  who  died 
ill  tiie  War  of  1H12.  The  father  died  in  New  .Jer- 
sey. Our  subject's  fatlier,  Peter  Kanouse,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  early  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  went  to 
New  York  City  to  help  defend  the  city,  and  in 
18.'^6  he  determined  to  strike  out  in  a  new  line 
from  the  rest  of  his  family  and  came  AVest,  going 
uj)  tlie  Hudson  River  and  west  by  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  took  a  boat  for  Detroit,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Burns,  in  Shiawassee  County, 
this  State.  He  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  on  seeti<m  27.  Of  tliis  he  gave  each 
of  his  children  eighty  acres,  reserving  a  life  inter- 
est in  eighty  acres  for  himself.  Originally  lie  was 
:i  Whig,  but  later  became  a  Kepul)licaii.  His 
decease  took  place  on  the  farm  wliich  he  had  pur- 
chased, August  24,  1871,  at  wliicli  time  he  lacked 
only  four  months  of  lieing  eighty  years  of  age. 
The  fatlier  of  six  children,  only  four  grew  to  mat- 
urity; these  ai-e  Jacob,  Edmund,  Peter  and  Agnes. 
Tliese  all  reared  families.  Adherents  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  our  subject's  father  and  mother 
were  tlie  first  i-epresentatives  of  that  body  in  this 
section  and  were  instrumental  in  organizing  a 
churcli  of  tliat  denomination  here.  At  tlie  time  of 
their  advent  here  there  was  no  store,  mill  or 
churcii  witliin  forty  miles.  For  twenty  years  after 
coming  to  this  Slate  tlie  eldei'  Mr.  Kanouse  worked 
at  his  trade. 

Tlu'  iiiotlier  of  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
burn  ill  1793,  in  New  Jersey.  Slie  was  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Rycrson)  Cook,  farmers  of 
New  Jersey  of  Holland-Dutch  origin.  They  had 
four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Our  subject's  mother 
died  September  12,  1870.  Mr.  Kanouse  received 
only  a  common-school  education  in  his  youth;  he 
is  a  man,  however,  to  make  the  most  of  every 
opportunity  and  has  learned  much  by  observation. 
As  soon  <is  he  was  strong  enough  to  swing  the 
liammer  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  went  to 


New  York  City,  where  he  worked  for  one 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  tlial  time  came  to 
Michigan  witli  his  father  and  for  forty  years 
was  eng.aged  in  working  at  liis  trade;  at  the 
same  time  he  was  tlie  proi)rietor  of  farming 
interests.  His  trade,  wliich  was  chiefly  the  ironing 
of  breaking  jilows,  left  him  time  to  attend  suc- 
cessfully to  his  other  business.  On  coming  to  the 
State  he  entered  land,  which  was  afterw-ard  pat- 
ented by  his  father,  and  cleared  twenty  acres  of 
the  eighty,  which  was  his  portion  of  the  estate. 

In  1844  he  of  whom  we  write  sold  his  tract  and 
bought  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres  where  he 
now  resides  on  section  .5,  Cohoctah  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  paying  $3  per  acre  for  his  i)ur- 
chase.  He  made  a  payment  by  trade  in  flour  at  $4 
per  barrel,  drawing  it  to  Detroit  and  Pontiac,  and 
did  not  free  his  i)lnce  from  debt  for  five  years, 
although  he  was  quite  successful  in  crops.  He 
planted  forty  acres  to  wheat  the  Hist  year  and  it 
yielded  him  a  return  of  five  hundred  bushels.  For 
a  time  he  was  very  closely  pressed  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  life,  but  since  that  time  he  has  never  wanted 
for  anything.  For  twenty  yeais  his  lirother  I'eter 
w!is  in  business  with  him.  They  kept  no  account 
whatever  of  the  possessions  of  either,  but  at  the  end 
of  that  time  divided  the  farm  and  each  took  half 
of  everything.  Our  subject  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres,  having  given  ten  acres  to  his 
son  and  sold  him  twenty  acres,  besides  fifteen  acres 
disposed  of  to  another. 

Mr.  Kanouse  and  his  lirother  made  all  tlie 
improvements  that  the  estate  boasts.  Our  subject 
served  for  six  or  eight  years  as  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  his  first  election  taking  place  in  1851. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years 
and  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  186(1, 
and  although  the  popular  majority  was  against  him, 
he  received  the  election  by  a  majority  of  seventeen, 
and  while  thus  engaged  served  on  tlie  State  Affairs 
Committee.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judgv,  and  .as  a  Republican  has  been  active 
and  influential  in  politics,  and  is  proud  of  having 
been  one  of  the  original  Abolitionists. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kanouse  took  place  Decem- 
ber 17,  1840,  at  which  time  he  was  made  one  with 
Miss  Mabel  Drake,  who  is  a  native  of  Alleghany 
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CVninty,  N.  Y.,  ftiid  a  diiugliterof  (iirlciin  aurl  Maria 
(Pope)  Drake,  who  eanie  to  Adrian,  Mieli..  in  tlic 
fall  of  1M35,  thence  removing,  in  1H88.  to  iSiniis 
Township,  where  lie  entered  and  cleared  a  farm. 
Our  suhjeet  and  liiN  wife  are  the  parents  of  four 
children — l^uther  ('.,  AFarv  A.,  Mninia  .1.  and  Nettie 
.T.  The  eldest  son  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  late 
war.  lielonging  to  the  Sixth  Miclii^an  Cavalry. 
>lary  A.  is  the  wife  of  William  Randall;  lOnima  is 
the  wife  of  Ceorge  E.  Foster.  In  18(J4  oursnhject 
was  appointed  by  (iov.  IJlair  to  go  South  and  take 
the  votes  of  the  soldiers  "of  the  First.  Fifth.  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Michigan  Ca\alry.  .Air.  and  Jlrs. 
Kanon.se  have  lieen  active  members  of  the  regular 
Baptist  Church  for  fifty  years  and  our  subject  has 
served  .as  Deacon  and  Clerk  for  many  years,  lioih 
are  members  of  the  first  cliurch  organized  here. 


-^^^ 


^^^ 


EV.  WIXFIFLD  S.  SLY  is  tlie  founder  and 
general  manager  of  the  Rocky  Be.aeh  Be- 
its \\\  nevolent  Association,  which  was  organized 
for  the  i)urpose  of  rescuing  and  placing 
orphans  and  indigent  children  in  good  private 
liomes.  Its  central  office  is  at  J>ansing.  where  all 
gifts  and  corres|)ondence  .-should  lie  addressed  to  the 
general  manager.  It  was  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  1888  with  our  subject  as 
President  and  General  Manager.  T.  Slenou.  M.  !)., 
of  .lackson.  ^Nlicli.,  as  first  vice-president.  \\'.  S. 
Moore,  of  Jackson,  second  vice-president,  J.  X. 
(rrahani.  of  this  city  as  secretary  and  E.  I>.  Car- 
rier, treasurer.  The  institution  is  supported  ]ty 
free-will  offerings..  The  children  are  maintained  in 
receiving  homes  in  Lansing  or  remain  in  the  insti- 
tution at  Rocky  Beach  until  |K>rinanent  homes  can 
lie  secured  for  them. 

This  institution  has  Iieen  greatly  prosijcred, 
besides  having  found  places  for  many  little  ones 
who  niiglit  otherwise  have  been  miserably  left  to 
grow  111)  to  lives  of  ignorance  and  crime.  Buildings 
are  being  erected  on  handsome  grounds  belonging 
to  the  association  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Little 
Traverse  Bay.  Here  children  fourteen  years  f)ld 
or  under,  are  taken   under   the  care  of  competent 


inati-ons  and  preceptors  aiipointed  liv  the  associ- 
ation until  of  age  or  adoption  by  private  families, 
and  that  the  milk  of  human  kindness  is  richer  than 
often  it  is  credited  with  being,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  people  of  this  and  otiier  states  have 
sent  in  applications  often  amounting  in  number 
to  more  than  there  are  children  in  the  institution, 
offering  to  give  these  homeless  waifs  comfortniile 
homes  and  piotection,  witli  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  they  are  obliged  to  guarantee  the  asso- 
ciation before  it  will  give  them  into  their  charge. 

The  association  is  exceptionally  well  organized 
and  is  reaching  out  a  beneficient  arm  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  They  aim  to  have  a  local  Sujier- 
intendent  and  Advisoi'v  Board  in  every  rural 
school  district,  and  in  every  ward  of  large  cities, 
and  in  each  town  and  village  to  receive  or  collect 
supplies  or  money  and  to  ascertain  what  homes  or 
families  desire  to  .adopt  children.  They  also  find 
and  report  to  Mr.  Sly,  the  general  manager,  such 
children  as  are  in  need  of  homes.  The  institution 
is  distinctively  religious  but  not  sectarian.  It  has 
had  the  highest  degree  of  encour.ageniei  t  in  re- 
ceiving offers  of  homes  from  a  moral  and  high 
class  of  peo])le.  Especial  attention  is  given  to  the 
class  of  al)l)licallt^  and  homes  in  which  the  wards 
of  the  institution  are  (jlaced. 

The  scope  of  the  wtirk  which  the  Rev.  Mi:  Sly 
has  organized  is  not  confined  to  the  State,  but  is 
national  in  that  it  has  offerings  and  applications 
for  children  from  almost  every  state  and  territory 
in  the  I'nion.  besides  from  Canada  and  Mexico. 
The  OrjiliiiiiK'  Vniri'  the  organ  of  the  association 
IS  a  folio  published  monthly  in  the  interest  of  the 
institution  and  has  at  in-esent  a  circulation  of 
lO.OOtt  copies.     This  is  edited  liy  onr  subject. 

Rev.  Winfield  S.  Sly  was  born  in  Lockjioit.  111.. 
August  21,  1848  and  is  a  son  of  Seneca  Sl\-.  lie 
received  his  education  at  the  Northwestern  I  ui- 
versitv  at  Evanston,  Ills.,  and  al.so  studied  at  the 
(Barrett  Biblical  Institute,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  18()i).  his  first  charge  being  in  Kin- 
mundy,  of  that  State,  thereafter  serving  as  p.astor 
at  Shipman  and  .\lton.  Ills.,  and  at  Petosky, 
Jackson  .and  Lansing,  Mich.  His  time  is  now 
exclusively  occupied  in  Evangelistic  work  and  in 
connection  with  the  orjihans'  mission. 
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When  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  our  subject's 
l)lood  was  stirred  by  the  accounts  of  the  lieroism 
of  our  nation's  preservers,  and  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
second  Illinois  Infantrj'  and  was  sent  to  the  de- 
partment of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  engaged  tlie 
most  of  his  time  on  garrison  duty  in  Kentucky, 
aiul  remained  in  tlic  army  until  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service  near  the  close  of  tlie 
\v;ir.  Our  subject  married  Miss  Maggie  W.  Wool- 
worth,  who  as  an  orplian  child,  was  adopted  from 
tiie  American  Female  (ruardian  Society  of  New- 
York  City,  liy  Mr.  and  iNIrs.  Paris  Woolworth,  of 
Plainfield,  Ills.,  and  by  them  reared  as  theii-  own 
child  until  she  was  married.  From  her  Mr.  Sly 
received  his  tii-.st  stimulus  to  his  work  and  she  is 
now  an  able  assistant  in  the  good  that  is  being 
done  by  the  association.  They  have  one  daughter 
who  is  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  name  is  Fannie 
W.  and  their  tender  love  for  her  makes  them 
more  appreciative  of  the  position  and  the  dangers 
that  surround  a  young  person  who  is  without 
pjirenls  and  left  to  the  mercies  of  tiie  world. 


^■{•♦•{••J* 
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HARLES  (i.  .lEWETT.  dealer  in  hardware, 
stoves,  ranges,  steam-fittings,  etc.  in  Howell, 
Livingston  County,  was  born  here  in  1847, 
and  resides  in  his  birth-place.  He  is  the  son  of 
tiie  Hon.  George  W.  and  Annis  P.  (Melendy) 
.lewett,  natives  of  Durham,  Conn,  and  of  New 
Hampshire  respectively.  The  father's  younger 
davs  were  spent  in  the  mercantile  liusiness  and  at 
tlie  age  of  twenty-one  he  removed  to  Moravia.  N. 
Y.,  where  for  several  yeai's  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile trade  and  was  married.  Shortly  after  this 
event  he  left  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1836  and 
came  to  Michigan,  where  he  located  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Livingston  County,  one  hundred 
acres  of  it  lying  within  the  city  limit  of  Howell. 

(reorge  .Jewett  returned  East  and  brought  on  his 
liride  to  this  new  and  wild  liome.  He  built  the 
first  frame  residence  in  the  city  and  lived  in  it  for 
three  years  after  winch  he  built  the  magnificent 
home   which   still    remains  on    his  farm  half  a  mile 


from  the  court-house.  He  died  in  1851  and  his 
wife,  in  1877.  He  filled  various  important  offices, 
being  the  first  County  Clerk  and  being  twice  a 
member  of  the  Legislature.  He  did  much  business 
for  others  and  was  a  very  active  and  prominent 
business  man  thoroughout  his  life.  He  and  his 
wife  were  charter  members  of  the  Presliyterian 
Church  which  he  helped  to  organize  and  build. 

The  children  of  the  Hon.  George  W.  and  Aniiis 
.lewett  are  William  B.,  .Teanette,  Sarah  F.,  Mary, 
Lizzie,  Ellen,  and  our  subject.  Their  mother  was 
(nie  of  the  most  practical  and  capable  women  in 
Michigan  and  after  her  husband's  death  attended 
to  the  business  of  his  large  estate,  and  in  her  busi- 
ness management  she  was  complimented  by  men 
of  affairs.  Besides  these  active  qualities  she  had 
unusual  literary  attainments  and  refinement  and 
also  took  a  leading  part  in  church  matters,  doing 
much  especially  to  support  the  musical  part  of  the 
church  service. 

After  working  upon  the  old  homestead  until  he 
w-as  twenty-two.  ^Ir.  .Jewett  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness which  now  engages  him.  He  built  the  .Jewett 
Block  in  1872  and  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  direct- 
ors and  President  of  the  Electric  Light  Company 
of  Howell  and  has  been  in  the  City  Council  three 
times.  Thirty  acres  of  the  old  farm  have  been 
platted  and  sold  as  the  .Jewett  Addition  and  he 
still  retains  fifteen  acres  about  the  old  home.  He 
was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Eva  A.,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  J.  and  Cornelia  A.  (Howland)  Mills,  and 
she  lias  two  children,  Annis  C.  and  Charles  G. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Mrs.  .lewett  is  a  woman  of  fine  literary  attain- 
ments and  musical  ability. 

The  family  to  which  the  Hon.  (ieoige  W.  Jewett 
belonged  has  been  considerably  noted  in  business 
and  manufacturing  circles.  His  brother,  Samuel 
P.,  was  prominently  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Ann  Arbor  and  for  twenty  years  was 
the  Chicago  Agent  for  the  manufacturing  firm  of 
.Jewett  &  Root  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Another  brother, 
.John  v..  of  Buffalo,  has  the  largest  factoiy  in  the 
world  for  the  making  of  refrigerators  and  bird- 
cages, while  Sherman  S.  has  also  been  in  the  manu- 
facturing business  for  fifty-five  years  at  Buffalo, 
and  Guernsey  is  a  capitalist  at  ISIoravia.  N.  Y.    Dr. 
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CliMiles,  of  ^loiavia,  now  deceat^ed,  had  one  of  tlic 
iiio>t  beautiful  places  in  that  section  and  James  II., 
of  Buffalo,  a  manufacturer  of  lioots  and  shoes,  is 
also  an   enteriJi'jsino    and   successful   liusiness  man. 


^! 
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AYEKNE    1).   BHOKAW 


i'lu'    prominent 


(/gi  and   well-known    farmer    whose    name    we 

\    now  give  has  his  fine    farm   located    upon 

section  27.  Putnam  Township,  Livingston  County, 
one-half  mile  south  from  the  village  of  Pinckney. 
He  has  good  reason  to  feel  proud  of  his  parent.ige, 
as  his  father,  Isaac  Brokaw,  was  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  who.  in  company  with  .John  ('.  liirdsall 
originated  what  is  now  known  as  tlie  liirdsall 
Clover  HiiUer.  He  was  a  mechanical  genius  and 
was  always  throughout  life  interested  in  m.achinery. 
The  machine  was  first  known  as  the  liirdsall  iV 
Brokaw  Clover  IluUer.  but  ^Ir.  I'.iokaw  in  the 
course  of  time  sold  out  his  interest  which  is  now 
held  by  Mr.  Birdsall  of  South  ISend.  Ind. 

Isaac  Brokaw  was  througli  most  of  hi>  life  a 
farmer  and  was  horn  in  .Seneca  County.  N.  Y.  He 
took  to  wife  Lavina  Cate.  who  w.is  also  a  nati\e  of 
the  Empire  State  and  who  came  with  Inm  to  Mich- 
igan in  187(1,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  She  still  survives,  but  was  lic- 
reaved  of  hei'  husband  in  a  most  terrible  disaster, 
!is  he  was  killed  by  the  ears  at  Dexter,  Washtenaw 
County,  in  1885  when  he  w.as  sixty-two  years  old. 
Her  three  children  are  all  living,  namely:  our 
subject,  Sarbra  E.  and  Helen  C. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State  and  was  born  August  12,  1849.  The 
common  .schools  of  his  native  home  supplied  his 
education  and  he  spent  one  year  in  Michigan  .some 
twenty-seven  years  ago,  during  which  time  he  at- 
tended the  district  .school  here.  He  then  went  to 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  renjained  there 
some  six  years. 

The  young  man  now  decided  to  go  West  and  in 
1871  sought  the  great  city  of  Chicago  where  he 
was  eng.aged  in  boring  artesian  wells.  Still  follow- 
ing the  star  of  empire  he  went  to  Ft.  Russell, 
Wyoming  Ty..  where  he  pursued  the  .same  line  of 


work  so  successfully  as  to  build  up  quite  a  reputa- 
tion. After  a  year  and  a  half  he  went  into  the 
gold  mines  near  Ft.  Russell  and  also  in  the  region 
of  the  Black  Hills,  Dak.,  and  spent  five  years  there. 
During  one  year  he  made  three  trips  from  Chey- 
enne to  Deadwood.  That  was  the  year  of  the  Cus- 
ter massacre  and  as  matters  were  very  mncli 
uii.'<ettled  at  that  time  he  had  frequent  brushes  with 
the  Indians,  but  he  says  that  during  his  experi- 
ence in  the  oil  region  he  met  a  much  rougher  set  of 
men  than  he  did  in  the  Black  Hills  and  Wyoming. 
As  he  was  not  making  his  fortune  in  the  mines  he 
decided  to  leave  that  part  of  the  country  and  in 
18711  he  came  to  Jlichigan  and  settled  upon  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  and  which  h.as  been  his 
home  from  that  day  to  this. 

.Mr.  Brokaw  now  found  a  settled  life  so  much 
more  conducive  to  his  happiness  than  the  roving 
ex|)eriences  of  the  past  few  years  that  he  decided 
to  make  his  home  still  more  i)ermanent  Ijy  taking 
to  himself  a  wife,  and  he  was  married  in  1881  to 
Clara  Louise,  daughter  of  (ieoige  and  Martha 
(Allison)  Reeves,  who  were  old  settlers  in  this 
township  and  who  are  now  both  deceased.  Mrs. 
Ilrokaw  is  a  native  of  this  township.  One  child 
only  has  been  granted  to  this  interesting  couple, 
Kitsey  R.,  who  was  born  .July  12,  1886. 

Mrs.  Brokaw  is  a  lady  of  unusual  intelligence 
and  culture  for  after  availing  herself  thoroughly  of 
the  advantages  offered  in  the  district  school  she 
had  taken  a  course  of  study  at  the  seminary  in 
Monroe.  Mich.,  and  thus  tilted  herself  forthe  posi- 
tion of  a  teacher,  which  she  tilled  previous  to  her 
marriage.  ^Ir.  Brokaw  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  at  Pinckney  .and  in  that  organi- 
zation he  is  Commander. 

Our  subject  has  ever  been  interested  in  political 
themes  and  is  well-read  ujion  all  matters  of  public 
interest,  kee|)iug  himself  fully  abreast  with  the 
trend  of  the  times.  He  atliliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  works  earnestly  for  its  success.  He 
was  a  candidate  for  Sheriff  on  the  regular  ticket 
but  was  defeated.  His  i)oi)ularit3'  in  the  township 
is  attested  by  the  fad  that  he  is  now  .serving  his 
fifth  term  on  the  Hoard  of  Supervisors  and  he  has 
frecpiently  been  a  delegate  to  important  political 
conventions.     He   is    a    strictly  temper.ate  mnii  in 
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principle  and  practice  and  an  ardent  supporter  of 
every  movement  looking  toward  nioralitv  and  the 
improvement  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Ml-.  P.rokaw  devotee  him.'^elf  mostly  to  yeneral 
larminu',  earrvinji'  on  the  work  on  a  beautiful  tract 
t>f  eighty  acres.  He  is  one  of  the  first  to  introduce 
tiie  .lersey  cattle  into  this  townshiii  and  has  been 
unusually  successfid  in  handlina'  them.  He  also  is. 
linaiicially  interested  in  the  business  of  threshing 
and  has  been  ever  since  coming  to  this  township. 
His  genera!  intelligence,  his  broad  experience  and 
eoin)ireliensi\'e  knowledge  of  men  and  the  world 
have  fitted  him  to  take  [irominent  (ilaees  in  public 
life  and  he  is  often  called  upon  to  act  for  his  fel- 
low-townsmen   in    the   transaction  of    imblic   busi- 
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E.STKU  S.    IIIDSON.  of     Lansing,    lugham 

County.  proi)rietor  "The  Senate"  was  liorn 

--^    at  Huron.  Erie  C<mnty,  Ohio,  .luly  12.  1848. 


For  a  sketch  of  his  jiarents  the  reader  will  consult 
the  biograijhies  of  H.  and  A.  Hudson.  He  was 
reared  in  Huron  and  Milan,  Ohio,  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eleven  years  and  then  came  to  Lansing, 
where  he  continued  his  education  and  helped  his 
father  until  he  hadi)as.sed  the  age  of  nineteen,  since 
wliicli  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  running  a  sample 
room.  He  built  the  Senate  Block,  and  later  rebuilt 
and  remodeled  the  Hudson  Block,  a  large  three- 
story  building  66  feet  front  by  80  feet  deep,  and  is 
half-owner  in  the  building  at  the  corner  of  AVasli- 
ington  Avenue  and  Washtenaw  Street. 

Mr.  Hudson  is  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the 
real-estate  l)usiness  and  has  also  devoted  much 
lime  and  attention  to  breeding  blooded  i)ugs  and 
beagles,  and  has  iini)orted  more  pugs  than  any 
other  man  in  the  State.  Some  of  his  dogs  have  sold 
at  a  very  high  figure  and  one  lironght  •15787.50. 
He  has  the  finest  dog  kennel  in  Jlichigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  Mas  united  in  marriage 
in  London, Canada,  with  ^liss  Lillie  Higliy.  a  native 
of  that  city  and  the.'S'  have  one  adopted  child  who 
is  now  ten  years  of  .age.  Mr.  Hudson  is  a  inenilier 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  be- 
longs to  the  encampment  at  J>ansing.     He  is  also  a 


member  of  the  fraternity  of  Elks  and  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  I'nited  Workmen,  and  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views.  His  wife  is  a  devout 
member  of  St.  Paid's  Episcopal  Church. 


ll(_^ON.  (iEOKOE  W.  BRISTOL  w.as  born  in 
Chautau(]ua  County,  N.  Y.,  May  25,  18  43, 
and  is  tlie  son  of  Huram  and  Nancy  ((irillhi ) 
Bristol,  who  were  pioneei-s  of  Ingham 
County,  liaviiig  settled  two  miles  west  of  Mason  in 
the  fall  of  1843,  where  the  father  cleared  the  first 
five  acresof  his  farm,  working  nights  after  having 
worked  at  his  trade,  lilacksmithing,  at  Mason  dur- 
ing the  day.  In  1867  Hnram  Bristol  removed  to 
Mason  and  engaged  with  D.  .J.  Darrow  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  He  was  for  many  years  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  widely 
known  and  universally  respected.  In  1859  he. 
with  six  others  formed  the  First  Presbyterian 
(  iiuich  of  Mas(ni.  and  .served  as  an  Elder  until  his 
I'emoval  from  tlie  city.  He  died  December  3(1. 
1882. 

George  W..  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  afterward  attend- 
ing for  a  time  the  Lansing  Academy.  He  engaged 
in  farming  with  bis  father  until  the  ycai'  1868,  when 
he  came  to  Mason  where  he  has  ever  since  resided, 
and  entered  into  the  employ  of  Bristol  ct  Harrow 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  In  1870  he  began  the 
study  of  law  under  .Tudge  Chatterton,  and  in  1873 
was  admitted  to  t^lie  bar.  His  principal  practice 
has  been  in  the  jjrobate  court. 

;Mr.  Bristol  has  held  many  responsible  positions 
and  his  intelligent  administration  while  holding 
these  positions,  together  with  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  purpose,  have  given  him  that  standing 
among  men  that  he  so  richl}'  deserves.  He  has 
l)een  City  Attorney.  Supervisor  of  his  ward,  and 
also  member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
of  Ingham  County  for  two  terms,  being  first  elected 
in  1874,  and  at  one  of  these  terms  he  was  one  of 
the  only  two  who  were  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.     He  was  Secretary  of  the  Ingham  County- 
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Agricultural  Society  for  twelve  of  the  ino!<t  !~iic- 
cessful  vear.s  of  its  career,  lie  has  been  connected 
with  the  probate  office  for  a  muiilier  of  years,  and 
in  1887  was  appointed  Probate  Registrar,  uliiili 
position  he  held  until  .Tune,  18!)1.  when  u|)on  the 
resignation  of  .ludge  <^>.  A.  Smith  he  was  ajipointed 
Probate  Judge  of  Ingham  County,  by  (iov.  \\'in- 
.•ms,  wliicli  office  he  now  holds.  His  large  exiieri- 
ence  in  probate  practice,  and  familiarity  with  the 
details  of  the  office  make  him  iire-eminenlly  littcd 
foi-  this  position. 

Early  training  left  its  imi)ress  ujion  ^Ir.  Ihistol 
and  he  has  for  many  years  Iteen  a  member  and  also 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
ever  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  also 
belongs  to  the  order  of  tlie  Knights  of  Pythias. 

May  1().  18()6.  he  was  married  to  ^Hss  Hattie  W. 
Stanton,  daughter  of  Daniel  H.  Stanton,  an  early 
pioneer  of  Ingham  County,  having  located  a  farm 
purchased  from  the  (iovernment  in  the  townsliip  of 
Delhi  in  1841.  They  have  two  daughters;  llattie 
E..  the  elder.  i.s  the  wife  of  Rev.  Frank  G.  Ellett. 
Pastor  of  the  Presljyterian  Chinch  at  Concord. 
Mich.  Nina  E.  is  a  student  in  the  Literary  l^e- 
l)artment  of  the  ^lichigan   University. 

Politically  Mr.  L5ristol  has  always  been  a  stanch 
and  consistent  Democrat,  casting  his  first  vote  for 
(ien.  McClellan  in  18fi4. 


-^^-h^^ 
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fl  OHN  HART:\IAN.  The  beautiful  home  of 
this  gentleman  is  one  of  the  jileasant  sights 
which  is  seen  b\-  the  tiaxeler  along  the  high- 
ways of  Genoa  Townsliip,  Livingston 
County.  It  is  a  large  brick  house  which  was 
erected  in  1874  at  a  cost  of  some  ¥3,()(iii.  and  near 
it  are  the  excellent  barns  which  shelter  the  stock 
and  crops  of  Mr.  Ilartmaii.  I'iiis  sturd\'  (iermnii 
farmer  has  made  a  decided  success  of  agriculture 
in  his  adopted  country  and  has  become  thoroughlv 
Americanized. 

Our  subject  was  born  in    Hessian   ( u-i-many.  No- 
vember 3.  1823.  and  his  fatlier.  .John  Hartman.  Sr., 


had  his  nati\itv  in  1780.  He  served  in  the  Ger- 
man .\rmy  for  ten  years  but  never  saw  active  ser- 
vice other  than  tiirowing  up  fortiticaticms  in  Po- 
land during  the  Napoleonic  wars.  He  came  to 
America  in  1829.  landing  on  the  18tli  of  Novem- 
lier.  and  at  once  made  his  home  in  Montgomery 
CountA'.  N.  v..  where  lie  lived  for  seven  years  and 
then  came  to  ^licliigan,  reaching'  Detrt)it  in  ^lay 
1836.  During  the  ensuing  February  he  came  to 
Livingston  County  and  settled  on  this  section 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the 
(Tovernment.  receiving  a  deed  which  was  signed 
by  Martin  ^■an  Buren.  lie  liuilt  a  log  house  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighty  acres  near  to  what  was  known 
as  a  "cat-hole"  so  that  he  might  easily  procure 
water.  To  tiiis  dot)r  the  friendl\'  Indians  came 
and  solicited  food.  Deer  were  then  aliundant  and 
venison  was  plentiful.  After  clearing  u])  this  fai'in 
he  made  it  his  home  until  death  intervened  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Maria  liolir.  was  also  born  in  Hessian  Ger- 
many, and  her  children  had  their  nati\  ity  in  the 
fatherland  witii  the  exception  of  one.  The  mother 
died  at  tlie  age  of  liftv-fonr  and  four  of  her  seven 
children  survived  her.  Hotli  she  and  her  husband 
were  identified  with  tlie  Cerman  Lutiieian  Churcli. 
Tlie  home  in  (ierm.uiy  and  tlie  nine  weeks  on  the 
brin.\'  deep  are  rememliered  only  dimly  by  our 
subject.  He  attended  to  his  education  in  the  log 
sehoolhou.ses  of  Livingston  County  during  the 
winters  and  helped  aliout  the  farm  work  in  the 
summer.  He  drove  a  lireaking  team  of  from  foiu- 
to  seven  oxen  over  m:uiy  an  acre  of  land,  and 
after  he  began  to  work  for  wages  received  from  -^7 
to  ^10  a  month. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-foui-  tlie  young  man  un- 
dertook inde))eiident  work  and  bouglit  eighty 
acres  of  land,  twenty  of  wliicli  were  prepared  for 
culti\  ation.  and  aside  fioni  that  lieginniug  he  has 
placed  upon  this  farm  every  improvement  which 
will  be  fiuind  here.  Ten  years  later  he  added  an 
eipial  acreage  to  the  first  purchase  and  has  placed 
it  all  in  good  condition  for  crops.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1847  to  Maria  AVestphal.  who  was  born  in 
18;i<i.  in  Prussia,  (ieiniany.  Siie  has  reared  nine 
children,  namely:     Hannah  (  Mrs.  Stanlick).  Henry, 
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Peter.  SophiM  (  Mi->.  Tivseott ).  Cliurlie.  Mnri.a.  Fied- 
crick.  Alma  (Mr.-.  CoUit).  and  Kiiiily  (Mrs. 
Pliillips). 

Keoinning'  with  einiit\  hau(l^  liut  a  .sturdy  lu- 
tegritv  and  lirave  delerniiiiatioii  to  sueceed  our 
subject  has  no^v  ai-(|uired  one  luiiidred  acres  of 
l)eaiitiful  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  hav- 
ing sold  Sftv  acres  to  his  .son-in-law,  Kdward  Tres- 
eott.  His  success  is  worthy  of  record  as  it  is  the 
result  of  his  o\ra  endeavors,  lie  and  his  wife  are 
one  in  religious  faith  and  both  are  members  of  the 
(ierman  Lutheran  Church.  The  Republican  party 
receives  the  endor.sement  of  ^Ir.  llartman  who  has 
served  as  Townshii)  Treasiu'er  for  one  term. 


\ 


jj%^AVII)  I).  15IR1).  A  worthy  representative 
J)  of  the  agricultural  fralcrnit\'.  Mr.  Bird 
has  retired  from  active  business  life  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  respite  from  severe 
labor,  having  a  pleasant  residence  in  Williams- 
ville,  L'nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  lie 
is  a  son  of  Fiuman  Bird,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  X.  ,l.,anda  farmer.  His  grandfathei- was 
Kdward  Bird,  who  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
man  of  some  note  in  his  day,  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  fanner  by  occupation  residing  in  Warren  Ct)unty, 
and  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna 
Furnian,  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  His  mother  was 
Maiy  .Vim  (Davis)  Bird,  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  Her  father,  David  Davis,  was  a  solilier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Bird,  .Sr.. 
were  married  in  their  native  State  and  there  re- 
sided until  they  came  lo  the  Wolverine  State  in 
183;i,  lirst  settling  at  Aim  Arl)i>r  on  a  farm.  There 
was  but  a  small  settlement  there  at  that  time,  a  log 
house  serving  as  a  tavern.  The  farm  comprised 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  was  about  one  mile  from 
the  village. 

The  energies  of  our  subject's  father  l>ent  U>  the 
improvement  of  his  place,  and  before  his  decease  he 
erected  a  good  frame  dwelling  house  and  fine 
barns.  Both  [)arents  have  passed  away  from  the  .scene 


of  their  most  active  laboi-.  Of  ten  children  born 
to  his  parents  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. His  early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject's  father  was 
a  Deacon  in  that  body  before  coming  to  Michigan. 
His  decease  took  place  in  1839,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
Kve  years.  His  wife  died  in  1856  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Politically  the  father  was  a 
.lacksonian  Democrat.  Mrs.  Bird  was  an  unassum- 
ing Christian  woman  whose  real  worth  was  known 
only  to  her  intimate  friends,  so  quietly  did  she 
perform  her  many  deeds  of  kindness.  The  poor 
and  needy  found  in  her  a  helper,  and  she  was  a 
warm  friend  of  missions  ever  willing  to  deny 
herself  for  others,  as  the  following  incident  will 
show.  Her  means  were  very  limited;  there  fell  to 
her  at  one  time  the  small  amount  of  *3(l(>.  In- 
stead of  using  it  for  her  own  comfort  she  gave 
S>2U()  to  the  cau.se  of  missions  and  loaned  the  re- 
mainder to  a  feeble  church  to  build  a  house  of 
worship,  reserving  nothing  for  herself.  Mrs.  Bird 
was  the  onlv  daughter  of  David  Davis.  She  had 
two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Chambers,  who  weie  far- 
mers by  occupation  and  resided  in  Wai-ren  County, 
N.  .1. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows:  Betsey.  Sloan,  Samuel.  Elijah,  Mary.  Ed- 
ward, John,  Joseijh  and  Susannah,  all  except  the 
latter  mairying  and  settling  in  Southern  Michigan, 
.loseph,  the  youngest,  came  to  his  death  in  the  gold 
mines  of  California;  he  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
John  lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
his  wife  and  family  still  reside. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  first  .saw  the  light  of 
<lay  March  4.  1813.  in  Warren  County,  X.  .1.  ( )n 
coming  to  Michigan  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  had  received  his  education  in  the  East,  having 
had  the  advantages  offered  in  a  di.strict  .school. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  early  familiarized 
\yith  agricultural  duties.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  father  until  coining  to  Livingston  County, 
giving  him  his  services  until  he  reached  his  major- 
ity and  working  for  wages  after  that  time. 

Mr.  Bird  came  to  this  county  and  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  .seventy-two  acres  in 
rndilla  Township,  on  section  30.  The  land  is  what 
is  known  as  oak  openings,  and  it  w.as  patented  to 
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liijii  (liret'tly  from  tin- (ioveriuiieiit.  Tlu'ic  wereat 
the  time  more  Indian;-  than  white  men.  neii;;hlK)r<  of 
tlie  latter  sort  being  very  few.  He  was  oljliijed  to 
liorrow  money  to  iJay  for  part  of  liis  land  and 
liouuiit  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  eredit.  Building  a 
log  house  he  began  the  work  of  clearing,  whieh 
went  on  slowly  as  he  had  no  liel))  and  had  to  de- 
l)end  upon  himself  entirely. 

Our  sulijeet's  marriage  took  i)lace  Mareh  6.  !)<;!;(. 
at  which  time  he  was  united   in    marriage    to   Miss 
.^gnes  Piper,  a    daughter    of  William  and    Agnes 
Piper,    natives   of  Scotland    and  early  settlers  in 
I'nadilla  Township.     !Mrs.  Bird  was  born    Septem- 
ber \'2.  1H16  in  Scotland.     She   died    J)ecemher    1. 
IM8II.     This  worthy  couple   have  been  the  |)arents 
of  six    children,  three   of    whom  are    now   living. 
They    are    William    F.,   Mary    K.    and   .\lniira  R.    j 
William  wa.s  born  August  24,  1840;  his    first   wife 
was   Elgiva    Barton,    a  native    of    Maine;  at    her 
death  she   left  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
nolile  boy  nineteen   years    of    age.    was    drowned    ' 
while  liathing   in   the   lake  at   Williamsville.     The 
maiden  name  of  his  second    wife    was    Klla    Lake. 
He  lives  near  Ann  Arbor  and  has   five  children, 
three  of  wliom  are  by  his  former   marriage.      Mar\ 
E..  was  born  !March  26.  184.j;  she  is  now  the   wife    i 
of  F.  K.  Ives  and  lives  in  this  towushi|);  she  is  the    j 
mother  of    two    children.      Almira    R.,    bom    .lan- 
uary  1.5,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  \.  B.   Dunning  and    ; 
lives  in  .Sturgis.     Mr.  Dunning  is  a  luominent  law-    I 
yer  in  that  citw     He  and  his  wife  are   tlie    parents    ' 
of  two  children. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  been  constantly 
improving  his  farm  and  has  added  to  it.  At  one 
time  he  had  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres 
and  had  cleared  off  two  hundred  and  fifty,  whieh 
were  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  This  he  sold 
and  retired  from  aaricultural  work.     He  is  a  mein- 


lier  of  the  Baptist  C'hurth  and  has  lieen  a  de.acon  in 
the  same  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  Iniilders  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  this 
township  and  has  been  an  active  member  since. 
In  former  years  our  sul)ject  took  a  livelv  interest 
in  Sunday-school  work  and  for  some  time  was 
Superintendent  of  the  >ame.  hi  the  ab.sence  of  a 
l)astor  he  carried  on  the  meetings  for  two  years. 
Deeply  appreciative  of  the  benefits  of  a  good 
education,  he  gave  his  children  the  liest  advantages 
that  time  and  circumstances  would  aUow.  Some  of 
them  are  graduates  of  the  college  at  Ypsilanti.  Of 
his  deceased  children  .\gnes  D.  became  the  wife  of 
Ilalsted  (Gregory  and  was  the  mother  of  one  child; 
she  died  April  4.  1874;  C'haml)ers  D.  died  .January 
1.  1884;  he  married  Diana  Danten  and  was  the 
father  of  one  child;  .lustin  V.,  who  was  the  hus- 
band of  .Vnua  Striker  and  the  father  of  one  child, 
died  .July  7.  1882.  Our  subject  has  been  Assessor 
of  his  township.  In  early  days  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  on  the  agitation  of  the  Slavery  question 
he  became  a  Republican  and  from  this  |iarty  has 
transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibitionists, 
having  always  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  tein])er- 
ance  principles. 

Mr,  Bird  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  his  life 
work.  He  started  out  empty-handed  and  carried 
on  his  farm  forty-seven  years,  making  it  a  success 
jiecuniarily.  He  has  lived  to  see  his  children  all 
asst)ciated  with  the  Baptist  C'liurch  and  honorable 
and  honored  men  and  women.  In  early  days  the 
main  supporter  of  the  church,  he  luas  always  been 
a  faithful  and  enthusiastic  helper  intJo.spel  work. 
He  well  remembers,  in  an  early  day.  when  the 
the  nearest  market  was  at  Detroit  or  Ann  Arbor, 
and  the  products  of  his  farm  had  to  be  conveved 
thither  li\'  ox-team  or  horse  and  waiion. 
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Pinckney.  Hon.  William  H..392 

Polk.  J.  K 58 

Ransom,  Epaphrodius 121 

Ranney,  Dr.  G.  E 224 

Reynolds,  H.  G 606 

Schneider,  Col.  F 214 

Shank,  Dr.  R.  J 410 

Shannon,  Col.  J.  A .576 

Skinner,  James  M .534 

Taylor,  John  W 2,'i4 

Taylor,  Zachary 62 

Thorburn,  W.  W.,  M.  D 264 

Tyler,  John 54 

Van  Buren,  Martin 46 

Washington,  George 18 

Winans,  Edwin  B 180 

W'isner,  Moses 140 

Wood,  John 15) 

Woodbridge,  William 108 

Wriggelsworth,  R.  K .501 
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